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DANCE the DROUGHT AWAY 

 

 

 

 
From 6pm on Saturday 6th April  

at 

Merriwa School of Arts 

Join together with family & friends for this FREE 
drought support event for the Merriwa community!  

Brought to you by 

REGAL EVENTS of Newcastle 
 

FEATURING Dance music 

for the young & young at heart 
 

  Supper & Dessert provided -  BYO drinks  
              Bring a partner or get a table of friends together 
     RSVP for catering by 31st March to Kim at CWA 6548 2558 

 

Supported by 
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Merriwa Central 
School

MARCH
Friday 22 Run4Fun Colour Explosion Cross 

Country - 12.50pm
Thursday 28 Year 10 Mock Interviews
APRIL
Monday 1 Rural Roadshow 2019 Years11/12
Thursday 4 Parent Teacher Interviews
Tuesday 9 School Photos
Tuesday 9 Zone Cross Country

Coming Events

Primary
WELCOME BACK MS ETCHELLS

We welcome back Ms Etchells this week following 
her leave.

Ms Etchells will share Year 3/4 with Miss Beith. Miss 
Etchell’s will work Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday and Miss Beith will be on class 
Wednesdays.

Darren Noonan
Principal

PINK SHIRT DAY

Primary campus was a sea of pink on Friday – 
while we didn’t check for pink underpants, it 
was unbelievable that there could be so many 
shades of pink in one school! 

Pink Shirt Day was also an opportunity to raise 
awareness of what bullying is and what we can 
all do to make sure that bullying does not make 
us or our friends unhappy. 

Children at primary campus are all aware of 
what they can do if they feel they are being 
bullied, and have learned about the difference 
between bullying and teasing.

Parents are always welcome to speak to their 
child’s teacher if they feel that there may be a 
problem at school. 
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Year 1   Blake Clarke
Year 2/3  Dakotah Chin
Year 3/4   Ashton Marchese
Year 4/5  Alexander Googe
Year 5/6  Tyler Kenny
Library   Jai Wright

CLASS OF THE 
WEEK

Our secret judges 
had a tough job 
deciding on the 
class with the best 
manners in Week 
7, however. Year 
1 children were 
the final winners, 
with kindness and 
manners towards 
each other, their 

teachers and other classes throughout the week.

Tomorrow, the secret judges will be awarding 
the trophy to the class who was the first to return 
all notes that were due this week! 

PERFORMANCE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS’ WEEK

In the midst of Pink Shirt Day last Friday, a 
group of children quietly changed back into 
their school uniforms and walked down to the 
Merriwa RSL to represent our school at the 2019 
Senior Citizens’ Concert. Children from Year 2/3 
performed “Let’s Go Fly a Kite” while Year 5/6 
performed “The Cup Song”, much to the delight 
of the audience! Mr Garland and Mr Davies 
accepted a cheque from the Senior Citizens’ 
group to assist with school programs. Thanks 
to both gentlemen, and to Miss McVeigh from 
secondary campus, who worked really hard to 
prepare for this event.

UPPER HUNTER ZONE RUGBY LEAGUE TRIALS

On Monday, a group of 14 very excited senior 
primary boys travelled to Muswellbrook to trial for 
the Zone Representative Rugby League teams. 
Our boys stood out with their sportsmanship, 
teamwork and mateship. Congratulations to 
Daniel Mead, who was selected in the Under 
11’s side, and to Jackson Whitby, who was 
successful in being named in the Open Boy’s 
team. 

2019 COLOUR EXPLOSION

Tomorrow is the big day! Both primary and 
secondary campus staff and students cannot 
wait to come together for the first ever Merriwa 
Central School Colour Explosion. What a day it 
is going to be! We are so grateful for the many 
donations that have been promised thus far, 
but there is still time to add a little extra. All funds 
raised will be directly going back into primary 
and secondary sports programs. Last year, we 
were able to run a five week Zumba program – 
who knows what 2019 may bring!
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EA4S VISIT

Primary campus participates in the NSW 
Department of Education’s Early Action for 
Success program. Mrs Sevil is our Instructional 
leader, and works with staff and children 
three days a week to ensure that literacy and 
numeracy skills are introduced and implemented 
to a standard of excellence across Kinder, Year 
1 and Year 2.

Last week, the Infants staff welcomed regional 
team leader, Mrs Janine Mills, to our school. Mrs 
Mills visited each classroom and held a focus 
meeting with each teacher. She was thrilled with 
the professionalism of the staff and the progress 
of children in each class. Well done, Infants 
classes, on a terrific start to your learning in 2019!

CHOOSING MATHS AT MERRIWA CENTRAL 
SCHOOL

Marvellous Maths is alive and well at Merriwa 
Central School! Last week, 15 families and 30 
children spent a magical evening back at 
school learning to have fun with Maths!

We are so fortunate 
to have the talent of 
Mr Marcus Garrett, 
from AMSI (Australian 
M a t h e m a t i c a l 
Sciences Institute) 
working with staff and 
students across both 
campuses to enrich 
and engage us all in 
Maths.

Thanks so much to Mr 
Garrett, our Principal, 
Mr Noonan, and to the 

primary teaching staff, who put many hours of 
preparation into this fantastic opportunity, and 
then came along on the night. 

We are already planning our next fun evening 
of learning for families – watch this space!

Mrs Kate Jones
Assistant Principal 
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CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations Hunter Marsh and Damian 
Jamieson on being selected for the Upper Hunter 
Under 15’s Rugby League CHS side. The boys will 
travel down to Raymond Terrace this week to 
trial for selection in the Hunter Region side. Well 
done boys on this awesome achievement and 
good luck.

Chad Grant
Sports Coordinator

CROSS COUNTRY

Our race schedule tomorrow: 

• 5, 6, 7 year olds - 800m - 12.50pm  

• 18 year old boys - 8000m - 12.55pm 

• 16, 17 boys 17 year old girls - 6000m - 1.00pm 

• 8, 9, 10 year olds - 2000m - 1.05pm 

• 11, 12, 13 year olds primary - 3000m - 1.10pm 

• 14, 15, 16 girls - 4000m - 1.15pm 

• 14, 15 boys - 4000m - 1.20pm 

• 12, 13 year olds secondary - 3000m - 1.25pm

As a reminder, students participating in the 
Run4Fun Colour Explosion are required to bring 
a towel for removing the powder after the race 
and a change of clothes. All participants must 
also have returned a signed permission note in 
order to partake in the colour explosion event.

While all precautions will be taken to avoid 
powder hitting the face of students, students 
with respiratory conditions are encouraged to 
either wear a facemask or a bandana as they 
cross the colour stations.

I would also like to take this opportunity, to 
remind parents and spectators that vehicles 
will not be permitted inside the showground 
tomorrow for the safety of the students. Parking 
will be available along Dutton Street. Thank you 
for your cooperation in this matter.

One more sleep, and I look forward to seeing 
everyone with their running shoes on tomorrow.

Secondary Report

AGRICULTURE NEWS

We would like to welcome the new Angus steers 
to our school.  These steers are six months old 
and are very friendly and easy to work with. On 
March 15 the school held a Pink Day event in 
which all the students and teachers were dressed 
in pink outfits. The Agriculture students being 
adventurous decided to dress up the steers as 
well. It is important to note that Agriculture is 
becoming one of the favourite subjects offered 
by our school.

Charlie 
James 

Agriculture 
Teacher
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P AND C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Annual General Meeting Scheduled for Tuesday 
April 30 at 6.30pm at the RSL Club!

Our Annual General Meeting is fast approaching 
and it will be great to see as many parents and 
community members there as possible. To be 
eligible to take on a position or to even vote, 
you are required to be a financial member and 
to have attended at least one meeting prior. 
So please come along to our next meeting on 
Tuesday April 9 at 6.30pm at the RSL Club and 
don’t forget your $2.00!

If you have some ideas for our school, want to be 
involved in consultation with members of staff or 
just want to volunteer your time to help support 
your child’s education then please come and 
support the committee that supports our school! 

STAFF APPRECIATION

Thank you so much to the primary staff for 
putting on such an excellent Maths night for MCS 
families last Tuesday night. It was fun, engaging 
and informative and we’re so appreciative of 
the time taken by staff to not only put on the 
night but to make take home packs for all of the 
families in attendance!

Keirra Hourn

CAREER NEWS

Heywire Competition – Tell Your Story: Closes 16 
September

Are you over 16 and live in regional NSW? Tell 
a story about your life in text, video, photo or 
audio. 

The annual Heywire cycle begins with a 
storytelling competition - open to people aged 
16-22, living in regional or rural Australia. Heywire 
encourages young people to tell stories about 
their life outside the major cities in text, photo, 
video or audio format. Over the past 17 years 
more than 9,000 young Australians have taken 
part. The young winners work with ABC staff to 
produce their story to be featured on ABC Radio 
and abc.net.au.

More About The Heywire Competition visit http://
www.abc.net.au/heywire/

Senior Science, Biology, Chemistry, Earth 
and Environmental Science, Physics - Work 
Experience at the Australian Museum: Apply by 
April 5

Every day at the Australian Museum is different. 
Our work experience program offers high school 
students the chance to explore a variety of 
careers including science and cultural research, 
education, public programming, curatorial and 
exhibition design, marketing, communications 
and corporate services. Work experience 
opportunities to students in Years 10, 11 and 12. 
For more information and the application form, 
visit: 

https://australianmuseum.net.au/get-involved/
work/experience/

Civil Engineering - Road Designers in Traineeship 

The Road Designer in Training program is available 
to people looking for a career in designing roads 
while at the same time studying towards a Civil 
Engineering degree. Trainees will be working on 
challenging road and infrastructure projects in 
NSW.

Intake every year. For more information, please 
contact RDITcoordinator@rms.nsw.gov.au.

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/about/careers/
working-with-us/employment-programs/road-
designer-in-training.html

ARC Group Training - Business Traineeships 

ARC are here to make career development 
easy! We offer Business Traineeships for recent 
school leavers wanting to start their career in the 

Business world. As part of your traineeship, you will 
work full time in an office junior role, undertake a 
Certificate III in Business and get PAID! For more 
information call us on 02 8833 3999 or email your 
resume to:  recruit@arcgroup.com.au 

Australian Federal Police Entry Level

How to go about applying for entry level 
positions.

https://www.afp.gov.au/careers/entry-level-
recruit-policing-and-protective-service-officer-
recruitment

Join their Facebook Recruitment group for info 
and updates at: 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.
php?u=www.afp.gov.au%2Fcareers%2Fentry-
level-recruit-policing-and-protective-service-
officer-recruitment

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Paul read his readers with great expression and 
tried hard to remember his sight words. He showed 
lots of effort when practising the backstitch in 
sewing and during circuits for sport on Thursday. 
Mrs Cornish said that Paul did a fantastic job in 
writing for Bullying Awareness on Friday sounding 
through words and Mrs Bowman commented 
that Paul has matured in his behaviour and work 
this year.

  He showed creativity during playground games 
and followed school expectations. Paul was a 
super assistance to Keith with the gardening last 
Thursday. 

Congratulations Paul on receiving this award. 
You should feel very proud of your achievements. 

Thank you Paul for helping Keith to tidy up the 
gardens.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK – 
PAUL ANDERSON

Student of the Week 
has been awarded to 
Paul Anderson because 
of his determination 
and perseverance. 
During mathematics, he 
displayed an impressive 
ability to form a range 
of groups and to check 
his count. 

Bullying is not okay because it hurts peoples’ 
feelings. Gordie

Bullying is not okay because it hurt peoples’ 
feelings and the bully tries to get attention.  
Bullying comes in three different forms; cyber, 
physical and verbal bullying. Bullying is ongoing 
behaviour which hurts someone by hitting, 
swearing or posting inappropriate images. Dylan

Bullying needs to stop and you need to tell 
someone about the bully. Ben 

BULLYING NO WAY!

Last Friday students 
stood together to 
say no to bullying 
and violence. 

l like it when people treat me with respect. 
Thomas

Always treat others kindly. Dridan
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Bullying is when someone continuously treats 
you with no respect. Bullying is never okay as it 

makes a lot of people sad. 

Sometimes people bully because they try to fit in 
with their friends or they just do it because they 

are angry inside. 

Bullies often feel jealous inside and decide to 
bully the people they are jealous about without 

them knowing. 

If bullies can’t get their own way in person then 
they do it online. Bullies like to feed the beast 
inside them and this can affect other peoples’ 

moods for a long time. 

It can include repeatedly spitting or name 
calling. If you respect others, others will respect 

you. Sophie

I like it when people are nice to me. Johnathan

Always treat others kindly and don’t be a bully. 
Skylah

I like it when people treat me with respect. Paul

resources with quality readers. Both of these 
items have now been started with students 
enjoying buddy reading opportunities and a 
great amount of new readers on their way. 

Another one of my ideas to improve Cassilis was 
to add colour to the gardens, especially in the 
on going drought. I thought that some coloured 
metal animals would enhance the gardens. I am 
working with Keith and Mrs Burgess to arrange 
which coloured plants we could also buy and 
the best time to get them. 

EASTER RAFFLE

Our School Captain, Sophie, would like to 
improve the garden and playground. She 
would like your support please by donating 
either Easter Eggs, Easter book or another type 
of Easter product (perhaps a soft toy bunny) 
to our school raffle please. These items can be 
brought into school anytime from tomorrow until 
the day of the Easter Hat Parade (Thursday April 
11). Please also support Sophie and her project 
by buying some raffle tickets or asking members 
of your family if they would like some. 

As part of my 
speech last year 
in preparation for 
voting for School 
Captain, I spoke 
about wanting to 
improve guided 
reading at school. 
My vision included 
i n t r o d u c i n g 
buddy reading 
and updating our 

Katie Burgess
Teaching 
Principal
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

So much is happening here at our wonderful 
little school! We continue to contribute so much 
to the community as well as think about those 
outside of our town. Staff members are very 
proud of the continual work being done by our 
students. 

This year has seen an increase in the promotion 
of the great aspects of St Joseph’s through our 
Facebook page. If you have any feedback, 
please email the school and let us know! 

Here is the link: https://www.facebook.com/
stjosephsmerriwa/

This week I spent a couple of days away from 
St Joseph’s, which I am hesitant to do, however 
necessary. One of those days was spent at a 
Beginning Principal’s session at St Columban’s in 
Mayfield. Mrs Reed, the school’s Principal, is to 
be congratulated for the wonderful work being 
done in a small inner Newcastle community. 
Thank you Mrs Reed for allowing not only myself, 
but our other Diocesan Principals into your 
beautiful school. 

Just for your knowledge, there are 140 students 
from 25 different backgrounds! One thing I did 
walk away from was how fortunate our students 
are to have such large classrooms, with plenty 
of room to work. I felt for the students at St 
Columban’s, as they were relatively confined to 
their desks due to a lack of space. However, it 
did not stop their dedicated staff from achieving 
high quality learning. 

Two Fridays ago, our students represented St 
Joseph’s with pride at Blandford Horse Sports. 
Well done to Ava, Jeremiah, Ben and Emily for 
their terrific sportsperson ship and effort on the 
day and for Mrs Ninness for supporting and 
supervising the students. 

We were lucky enough to be visited by 
Ms Cassandra Lowry, from the Australian 
Mathematics and Science Institute (AMSI) 
towards the end of the week. Her knowledge, 
skills and talents are very much appreciated. Ms 
Lowry and I met on Friday to discuss the future 
direction of the school’s Mathematics program. 

It was terrific to see the support of not only our 
school’s but the Upper Hunter’s “Pink Shirt Day” 
on Friday. The statistics on bullying are horrendous 
and we need to address this problem, not only 

as a school, but as a community. How we 
can continue to allow what happens online 
especially, is a cause of personal concern and 
one would hope a concern for every parent.  

Thanks to the Stage 2 and 3 teams for their work 
and efforts last week during our Senior Citizens 
visit. From all accounts, the performances were 
of a very high quality, so well done! 

This week sees our Goal Setting meetings take 
place. Thanks to all our families who have 
submitted meeting requests with their teachers. 
These meetings are highly important as it allows 
us, as a school, to communicate to both you 
and your children, our goals for their continuing 
education at St Joseph’s. I have worked at 
six different schools and can tell you with 
confidence; these meetings aren’t always held 
in as high an esteem as we hold them here. 
Something very special and unique indeed. 

St Joseph’s Day is our most special feast day on 
the calendar, for obvious reasons. The qualities 
St Joseph embodied in his life, such as courage, 
humility, support, nurturing, family values and 
inclusivity are the same values we aim to instil 
and live each day here. A big thank you to all 
our staff and students for the work they put into 
the wonderful day of activities and celebration 
we had on Tuesday. A GREAT way to showcase 
what we do so well! 

On March 21, St Joseph’s will be celebrating 
Harmony Day with in class and group activities. It 
is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, 
and the successful integration of migrants into 
our community.  Australia is one of the most 
successful multicultural countries in the world and 
we should celebrate this and work to maintain 
it. Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect 
and belonging for all Australians, regardless of 
cultural or linguistic background, united by a set 
of core Australian values. 

As stated in our Liturgy on Monday, if Australia 
was not so welcoming and accepting of other 
cultures, my parents would not have migrated 
all those years ago, on a wing and a prayer 
(and transistor radio) to give my brother and I 
the better life they sought. Although I am born 
and bred “true blue” Aussie, I still acknowledge 
my Maltese heritage and am very thankful for it. 

After the very unfortunate and saddening events 
of the weekend in Christchurch, I wish to offer my 
prayers for peace, continued love and respect 
for others, their cultures and for the denouncing 
of hate in our world. I invite you all to join me in 
doing the same. 
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AWARDS

Congratulations to our latest award winners:

Kindergarten - Noah Ridding – for his enthusiasm 
and interest when analysing family photographs 
in History

Stage 1 - Tess Grocott – for her creative use of 
general knowledge during narrative writing in 
English

Samuel Williams – for demonstrating enthusiasm, 
dedication and fantastic fluency during reading 
activities

Stage 2 - Lula Peebles – for outstanding 
involvement in Maths lessons and her thorough 
understanding of nets of 3D objects

Emma Grady – for exceptional effort in English 
writing tasks and for excellent engagement in 
class discussions

Stage 3 - Ben Patterson - for demonstrating 
enthusiasm during 3D object activities during 
Maths

William Collins - for showing understanding of a 
variety of Maths concepts during daily warm up 
activities

Principal’s Awards - Jeremy Hopkins – his 
persistence in all areas of school

Eden Barry – for her excellent presentation of 
uniforms.

May God Bless and keep us all, no matter what 
our faith or creed. 

Mr Ashley Borg 
Acting Principal 

ashley.borg@mn.catholic.edu.au 

DATES FOR THE DIARY

March 21 Harmony Day 

March 21-22  Life Education Van 

March 22 Willow Tree Horse Sports 

   NRL Clinic 

March 25 Anna Kerrigan (Drama) 

March 27-29 Kia Ora Camp 

April 2-3 NAPLAN Online PRACTICE Tests   
  (Year 3 and 5) 

April 8  Cross Country Carnival 

April 12 End of Term One 

BLANDFORD HORSE SPORTS

St Joseph’s Merriwa school horse sports team 
consisting of Ava Peel, Ben Patterson, Emily 
Wright and Jeremiah Raines attended Blandford 
School Horse Sports on Friday March 8. 

Ava rode in the 11 year old girls and was first 
in rider, hack, pony club mount and running t; 
second in the flag and fourth in the barrel. Ava 
also won the champion point score for her age 
group.

Ben rode in the 10 year old boys and was first in 
the rider, hack, pony club mount, barrel, flag, 
running t, ben-bar-aft and keyhole. Ben also won 
the champion point score for his age group.

It was Jeremiah’s first school horse sports. He 
rode in the 8 year old boys and came first in 
the flag, third keyhole and fourth in the rider, 
hack, pony club mount, running t, ben-bar-aft 
and barrel. Jeremiah was also awarded the 
encouragement award for his age group.

Emily Wright had a fantastic day riding a new 
horse and improving in every event. Emily rode 
in the 12 year old girls and came third in the key 
hole.

A big thank you to all the parents for taking the 
children and their horses and thank you to P 
and F Horse Sports Coordinator De Patterson for 
completing the gear check. 

The students exhibited great sportsmanship and 
manners all day.

Tanya Ninness
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Don’t miss this 
opportunity to 

visit our
mobile unit at:

13 20 50
20 minutes every 2 years 
could save your life

Call 13 20 50 to book 
your free screening 

mammogram

WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE

Merriwa
Merriwa Multi

Purpose Service
McRae St

Merriwa Multi 
Purpise 
Service
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Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Luke 13:1-9 - Give me time to dig around it - 
Times running out.

The Lenten theme of repentance (metanoia) 
is the central teaching of today’s Gospel. As 
Jesus moves towards Jerusalem, he speaks with 
a sense of great urgency to the crowds who 
come to him. Time is short. Jesus gives the crowd 
two very graphic images of disasters: the first is 
of Pilate slaughtering some Galileans while they 
were offering their sacrifices, and the second is 
a tower near the pool of Siloam that suddenly 
collapsed. Jesus’ message to the crowd is, 
“Don’t think this couldn’t happen to you.” There 
was a tendency to see the hand of God behind 
such sudden, apparently haphazard disaster s, 
and so to think that those caught up in these 
events were being punished for sin. In this way 
some could be thinking, “This couldn’t happen 
to me. They deserved it.” Jesus warns against 
such complacency. The parable of  the fig 
tree reiterates this teaching. Time is running out. 
Today is the moment of choice.

The “Time is short” message is not meant to 
frighten us with the thoughts of death, but to 
urge us to live authentically. Live fully. Live each 
moment purposefully. Are we people who 
choose life, or does life just happen to us? Lent 
is a metanonia time giving us a chance to have 
a change of heart and to live from the choices 
of our heats. We are at the half-way point of 
the Lenten journey. This week takes some time 
to reflect on your life to go. Choose while the 
choice is still possible. Time’s running out.(From 
“Sundays Under the Southern Cross” by Mary 
Coloe PBVM).

HOLY EUCHARIST each Friday and Sunday at 
10.00am. All welcome. 

We will also have Bible Study in Lent - Dates to 
be decided by Rev’d Pam.

                  Rev’d Pat Kirkby

We have written about this program before. It 
continues to roll on very successfully. Another 
carton of glasses worth many thousands of 
dollars has just been shipped off to the RECYCLE 
FOR SIGHT program.

In dollar terms, this is undoubtedly the program 
of biggest dollar value our club has ever run. 
Value of the glasses in the many cartons already 
donated would easily exceed $100,000.

Glasses donated are graded by professionals 
and sent off to countries where many people 
cannot afford glasses. They are then distributed 
free of charge.

Glasses no longer needed can be left at Merriwa 
Pharmacy, from where they will be sent on to the 
program.

The next carton has started to fill. Anyone with 
old, possibly forgotten glasses hidden away is 
invited to participate. It might be a good job for 
the next rainy day..... there has to be one soon !

Mark Smith

Merriwa Rotary News
RAISE YOUR GLASSES!

Well no,I  mean SPECTACLE 
glasses!

Rotary Merriwa has, for 
the last few years, been 
running a RECYCLE YOUR 
OLD GLASSES PROGRAM. 

Merriwa Surgery
Merriwa Surgery would like to WELCOME back 
Dr Adrian Plaskitt a few days a month in the 
surgery with us.

Dr Plaskitt in addition to general medicine runs 
clinics of Hypnosis and Mental Health. Please call 
the surgery 6548 2305 select option 1 to book an 
appointment or find out more information.

Dr Jasem will be on leave from Monday April 8 
and back in the surgery on Monday April 15. The 
surgery will be closed for three days only whilst 
Dr Jasem is on leave with Dr Plaskitt covering the 
remaining days.

Dr Jasem, Dr Plaskitt and staff
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Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Singleton
• Tuesday July 2 with visitors from Coolah, 

Denman  and Cassilis
• Tuesday September 17 with visitors from 

Muswellbrook.

More details on these home days later.

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens
GAME DAYS FOR 2019

• Tuesday April 9 with visitors from 

Merriwa Red Cross will be holding a Red Cross 
Calling morning on March 22. We will be selling 
tickets in a raffle and 100 Club.

These funds help to support the vital work that 
Red Cross provides to those in need in Australian 
communities, including the recent fires and 
floods and the ongoing drought.

As always we appreciate the support given by 
the Merriwa Community.

Cheree Walmsley

Merriwa Red Cross

Merriwa VIEW Club
Merriwa View Club will meet on Thursday 28 
March 28.  

Where: “Eat at 153” Café
Time:  7.00pm for 7.30pm dinner
RSVP:  Jenny Johnson on 6548 2509 by   
  Monday March 25.

Our raffle prize for this month is kindly donated 
by Margaret Wright and lucky door donated by 
Julie Smith.  Thank you ladies.

We are a friendly group of ladies and new 
members are most welcome. Come along and 
enjoy a wonderful dinner meeting.

Hope to see you there.

Julie Smith
Secretary

Country Women’s Association
Hi Everyone.  Hope everyone enjoyed the lovely 
rain.  We really did need some. Which leads me 
into one of our first events coming up.

DANCE THE DROUGHT AWAY

Where:  School of Arts
Starts:   6.00pm
When:  Saturday April 6, 2019

FREE.  We will have a band and sausage sizzle.  
You can book a table or get a group together 
by letting me know on 02 6548 2558.  BYO drinks 
and alcohol.  Hope to see everyone there.

CWA STREET STALL

Just in time for Easter.

When:  Thursday April 18, 2019.

MERRIWA RACES

When:  Saturday April 27, 2019.

We will be there cooking up a storm, so we hope 
to see you all there.  Steak Sandwiches, hot 
dogs, cakes, sandwiches, tea, coffee and soft 
drinks.  Come and enjoy a feast.

OUR NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is Monday April 8 at 10.00am at 
the CWA Rooms. 159 Bettington Street, Merriwa. 
New members are always welcome. 

Enquiries to: Penelope Fenley on 6548 3060 or or 
Kim Clydsdale on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

The CWA Rooms are available for hire at very 
reasonable rates by contacting Kim Clydsdale 
on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

Kim Clydsdale



Merriwa Ringer Page 15

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 

Branch Secretary, Mary O’Neill, on 6548 2383.

PROGRAM FOR DAWN SERVICE

• 5.40am - Assemble at the Cenotaph

• 6.30am - End of Dawn Service

• 7.00am - Breakfast at Merriwa RSL Club 

PROGRAM FOR MAIN SERVICE

• 10.15am - All citizens/groups wishing to 
participate in the march are to assemble 
outside the RSL Club

• 10.30am - March commences

• 10.40am - General Assembly at the Cenotaph 
and service commences

• 12.00noon - Sausage sizzle for the young 
people taking part in the ceremony

• 1.00pm - Commemoration Luncheon for all 
citizens wishing to attend (tickets available 
at the Merriwa RSL Club).

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 
old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them.

Mary O’Neill

ANZAC Day Commemorations
All citizens are being 
asked to help share in 
this solemn occasion 
to help preserve the 
Spirit of the ANZAC 
and to remember 
the great sacrifice 
that so many made, 
in order that we may 
live in peace.                      

If anyone wishes to 
participate in the 
laying of a wreath 
or seeks any further 
information please 
contact the RSL Sub-

The BreastScreen NSW mobile breast cancer 
screening bus will be at Merriwa Multi-Purpose 
Service, McRae St, Merriwa from April 29 2019 for 
a limited time.

Women in NSW have a 1 in 9 risk of developing 
breast cancer in their lifetime.

BreastScreen NSW offers a free, high quality 
service for the early detection of breast 
cancer. When breast cancer is detected early 
most women can return to a normal life after 
treatment.

While women aged 50 to 69 years are particularly 
encouraged to attend, all women aged 40 
years or over are eligible for free screening 
mammograms.

Women should have regular screening 
mammograms every two years – once is not 
enough.

Having a mammogram isn’t difficult and early 
detection is vital.

Take advantage of this free service while the bus 
visits Merriwa.

Simply call 13 20 50.

Irene White

Breast Screen NSW
Community Notice Board

N
ew

s

BREASTSCREEN NSW RETURNS TO 
MERRIWA

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.
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Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

ST. DAVID’S UNITING CHURCH
PIE/LAMINGTON DRIVE

Order sheets are out and about – there is only 6 
days till we collect the orders – a little less time 
than usual, but still time enough to consider 
what will be suitable for your household.

If anyone has difficulty in locating an Order 
Sheet and would like to order, please call me 
on:

Home:  6548 5131  (evening is best)

Mobile:    0428 485 131  - can leave a   
  message

Orders Close:    Wednesday March 27

Delivery Date:    Wednesday April 10

Barbara Campbell

Pie Drive
CONGRATULATIONS

Sarah White, of “Talbragar” represented Merriwa 
Show as our showgirl, at the Zone 5 showgirl finals 
in Mudgee this past weekend. Sarah along with 
Dunedoo’s, Effie Ferguson, have been selected 
to represent Zone 5 in The Land Sydney Royal 
Showgirl Competition at the Sydney Royal. 

This is only the second time ever Merriwa has had 
a showgirl who has been selected to represent 
at the Sydney Royal Easter Show. 

Merriwa Show Girl

Maisie Morrow
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Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 

NEW IN STORE 

HARPER’S BAZAAR

• Feminine Force featuring Jane Birkin, Carolyn 
Murphey, Elsa Pataky and Bianca Balti

• Ashley Graham is rewriting the rules

• Be more beige! Why taupe is on trend.

TASTE – BIG CHOCOLATE ISSUE! 

• Triple choc crackle bowl with cheesecake 
swirl – what a recipe! 

• 75 new recipes and ideas

• 24 fab family dinners.

FISHING WORLD 

• Winning silver! Top methods for Mulloway 

• Barra basics: The Top End tactics you need 
to know

• Eyes wide open – Estuary sight fishing secrets.

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT

May all your dreams come true, may every star 
of every night bring love and joy to you.

BEANIE BOO

My name is Zappy, I’m a platypus who likes to 
swim so I’ll never, never need a gym! My birthday 
is September 15. 

COLOURING CORNER

We are excited to announce we have added a 
little colouring corner in our shop! Please come 
in and enjoy browsing around while the kiddos 
have a fun time writing and drawing. 

OPENING HOURS

A quick note about our opening hours – As of 
April 7 our weekend opening hours will change 
slightly due to daylight savings. Saturday will be 
8.00am to 1.00pm and Sunday will be 8.00am to 
11.00am. 

Many thanks to our loyal readers and all of those 
who support us, 
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Local Business of the Week
The Merriwa Ringer wishes to thank its 

sponsors for their ongoing support!

Business 
Merriwa Newsagency

N
ew

s
Congratulations to Merriwa CWA for their 
wonderful celebration of International 
Women’s Day. Merriwa is so lucky to 
have such a dedicated branch! 

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 

and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

FOR SALE
2009 Toyota Land cruiser

GXL Manual 4x4

Rego 8mths - BJR02Z

$166 500.00
Obieco tray - Well accessorised

$44 900.00 for quick sale!
Phone Jan on 0427 482 380
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PLANNING . SURVEYING . PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ENGINEERING DESIGN . GIS & MAPPING

Industrial & commercial surveying    /    Land development services
Rural & residenial subdivision    /    Development applications    /    UAV & drones

Laser scanning     /    Detail & contour surveys     /    Building & road set-out

Contact.  Ross Peasley.  P. 6541 1509  M. 0478 180 175  A. 73A Bridge Street, Muswellbrook

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Currently tenanted to excellent long term tenants this home 
is very well maintained.  There are three big bedrooms, two 
with built in robes and the main with R/C Air.  The living 
room is large with combustion fire and reverse cycle air 
conditioning.  The kitchen is in very good condition with 
dishwasher and electric oven and cooktop.  There is also a 
walk in storeroom off the kitchen. The bathroom is in very 
good order and there is a second toilet.  At the rear of the 
home is a fully enclosed entertainment area overlooking the 
yard.  There is a single lock up garage and plenty of room 
for a shed. 

30 Marquet Street, Merriwa  $199,000.00

1 William Street, Merriwa  $235 000.00

In easy walking distance to the Main Street and 
Hospital, this home is very well located. There are 
three bedrooms, the main with a built in robe and R/C 
air. The lounge features a combustion fire and R/C air. 
The kitchen is in good condition with a dishwasher, 
electric cooktop  and a convection oven. The bathroom 
has a spa. At the rear of the home is a covered area 
overlooking the yard. There is a double garage and two 
garden sheds. 
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

MERRIWA 

Country Education  

Foundation 

Helping Merriwa students 

with ter�ary expenses. 
Want to apply for a bursary or 

help with a dona�on?    
  Jane Hegarty 0408 761 052 
Amanda Kemp 0457 485 150 

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

S
Sunstopper

Blinds & Awnings

Phil & Cathie White
sunstopper@outlook.com
Cathie : 0439409005
Phil : 0439440321

We will  
be in Merriwa on 

February 25 for blind, 
awning or shutter 

measuring  
and quotes.

PO Box 4637 Dubbo NSW 
Please phone to arrange an appointment for the day

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Vice President: Julie Llewelyn

Secretary: Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Tammy Bradley

Publicity Officer: Keirra 
Hourn

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: 
Position vacant

Treasurer: Leanne Hunt
0487 761 253

Secretary: Kellie Porter
0432 109 760
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

     20,21 & 22nd September!ccc

2019
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa Rugby 
League Football Club

President: Ben Robins
Vice President: Marc Previati

Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

0429 482 389

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
David Alker

Contact - 0427 482 095

April 
27, 

2019

Vice President - Paul 
Frampton

 

 

 

 
Merriwa District 

Progress Association Inc 
SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 3rd Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm 
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000 

Or Beron on 6548 2245 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
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Calamari rings
Moroccan lamb skewers

All served with chips and salad
Wagyu burger and chips

Fresh chicken schnitzel burger and chips 

$10.00
Available Monday to Friday  

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $180.00 
was not won the number was 863, this week it 
jackpots to $200.00 and will be drawn between 
6.00pm – 7.00pm.

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge 7.00pm 
draw for $840.00 was not won the number was 
463, this week it jackpots to $860.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth $900.00 
was not won the number was 285, this week it 
jackpots to $950.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $200.00 
was not won the number was 158, this week it 
jackpots to $220.00. LTPS/18/26042

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$600.00 was not won last week the number was 
363, this week it jackpots to $650.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

Names are now being taken for the footy tipping 
comp. 

WI-FI – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members 
and guest.  

Birthday vouchers - each month are also 
available at the bar at the beginning of the 
month.

Wednesday Nights - from 6.00pm - $11.00 pizza’s 
and $6.00 pints.

Thursday Nights – Chicken parma and glass or 
wine or schooner beer $16.00 – Members only

Clubs
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Merriwa RSL Club
NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL MENU

Crumbed whiting fillets

Saturday Nights – Steak and schooner beer or 
glass wine $16.00 – members only.

HAPPY HOUR

Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon

Members prices - $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies.

Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening 
6.00pm to 8.30pm.

Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO

Thursday nights 6.00pm. Tickets on sale from 
5.30pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All 
welcome.

BOWLS

Casual Bowls available. 

GOLF

Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

RESTAURANT

Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm. 

Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon 
to 2.00pm. 

CHINESE SMORGASBORD
Sunday March 31

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228.

Merriwa Sports Club
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What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS NOT WON AND 
IS NOW AT A.... a astronomical $2312.00! We also 
have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts vouchers to 
be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between 
7.00 - 7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR
 Monday - Friday      5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and 
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro 
and on Facebook for specials.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

Reminder.. Power outage this Sunday 24th 
March. Come on in for lunch and a cold drink.

Please note we have new lock out rules, if a 
patron is not in the hotel by 10.00pm they will be 

refused service, by order of Management.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel

WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle - March 16
Saturday members draw, no 199 was not won – 
next week $150.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week $160.00

Dinner:   Marc Previati 
Free Tickets:   James Binks 
Bowls Raffle:    Beatrice Voysey    

Sunday March 17
Members draw, no 256 was won – next week 
$300.00.

Des Snelgrove

Merriwa RLFC Club

over the age of 16.

COST:  $10.00pp

Great prizes to be won. 

Please book your table at the Sports Club, either 
drop in or call 6548 2028. Food can be purchased 
at the Chinese or bring along your own. 

TRAINING

This week Reserve Grade training Tuesday and 
Thursday and next week Tuesday and Friday. 

GAME DAY

Our first home game is April 26 against Murrurundi. 

THANK YOU

Taylah, Gaynor and I would like to thank both 
the Merriwa Magpies Old Boys and Merriwa 
Magpies RLFC for helping us with our finances 
with travel and accommodation for making 
the Greater Northern Tigers. This was a great 
opportunity and we enjoyed our time playing 
the sport we love. 

Gaynor Blackadder,Ladies League Tag Coach

We have been training now for two months 
which has included a lot of fitness along with 
tagging practice and ball work. Training days 
are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6.00pm at the 
Merriwa No1 Oval. 

We have a mixture of young and old or should 
I say experienced players. Our numbers aren’t 
huge so if you are interested in playing please 
come along for a look. 

Costs: Over 18’s is $50.00, cheaper for Under 18’s. 

We are a fun bunch, who have a laugh though 
with a competitive streak. I think that means we 
are sweet but psycho haha. We have made the 
finals the last two years though can only hope 
we can soon bring the premiership home. Here 
is too 2019 being that year. 

Season starts on April 26. Hope to see you all 
there supporting our Merriwa Magpies this year. 

Jessyca Morgan

N
ew

s Sporting
SEASON LAUNCH, TRIVIA AND GAMES

Saturday April 13 at 6.00pm for 6.30pm, 
at Merriwa Sports Club for everyone 
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Merriwa Pony Club
RIDERS SLIDE INTO MERRIWA CHAMPIONSHIPS

The 2019 Pony Club NSW State Sporting, Team 
Penning, Campdraft, Team Sporting and 
Mounted Games Championships will be held 
at the Merriwa Showground from Saturday the 
13th until Tuesday the 16th of April. The event is 
hosted by Zone 7, which encompasses the Upper 
Hunter region. This is the first of two major State 
Championships that the Zone will host this year, 
with the second being the State Showjumping 
and One Day Event Championship in July. 

The event has attracted 600 entries from around 
New South Wales who will represent their 
respective Zones and Clubs in the competition. 
There is also a large contingent coming in from 
across the border in Queensland. Historically, 
Queensland have been very competitive in 
the disciplines on offer for the championships, 
keeping NSW riders on their toes.  The State 
Sporting Championship will start off the 
competition on the 13th, followed by the Cattle 
Disciplines (Team Penning and Campdrafting) on 
Sunday the 14th. The 15th will host the Mounted 
Games Championships, and the Team Sporting 
Championship will wrap up the competition on 
the 16th. 

This is the first time the event has been held in this 
combination- previous years have seen Sporting, 
Campdrafting and Team Penning being held 
together, with Team Sporting and Mounted 
Games held on a separate weekend. With 
such a favourable response from competitors, it 
appears to be a winning combination. The first 
Sporting and Campdraft Championships were 
held in Dunedoo in 1980, with Team Penning 
only being introduced recently in 2016, along 
with Team Sporting.  

Riders will be busy practicing and preparing 
to travel to the championships with some 
competitors travelling over 8 hours from 
Cobargo in the South, and 30 riders making the 
trip from Queensland. Riders competing are 
aged between 7 and 24 years, with the largest 
age group being the 13 and Under 15 years and 
17 and Under 26 years Sporting Championship, 
which both have 55 competitors in each group, 
with over 200 entries in the Sporting along. The 
Campdraft is also proving to be popular with 
46 competitors in the 17 and Under 26 year old 
group. 

The Merriwa Showground will be packed out 
with 264 horses being housed on site for the 
duration. Spectators are invited to come along 

and watch competition which starts at 8:00am 
each morning. There will be a number of trade 
stands in attendance to allow for some retail 
therapy. The local Zone 7 will run a Canteen 
for the duration of the event for breakfast and 
lunch. Two championship dinners will be held on 
Saturday and Monday, hosted by Zone 7 to settle 
into the competition in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Merriwa is a small town in the Upper Hunter of 
NSW, with a population of around 1800 people. 
The influx of competitors, families, volunteers, 
officials, and supporters will be one of the 
highlights of the calendar for Merriwa, along 
with the Festival of the Fleeces and the Merriwa 
Springtime Show. Competitors are encouraged 
to dine and shop in the local town to see what’s 
on offer. 

The most successful riders in each Age group 
will be awarded the 2019 Age Champion 
award and receive a sash, trophy, HYGAIN feed 
voucher, Horseland wool rug, and gift bag from 
Ranvet. The most successful Zone and State will 
also receive awards with up to 4 of the highest 
point scoring riders from the same zone receiving 
a sash and trophy.  

Thank you to the generous sponsors of the Pony 
Club NSW State Championships from Horseland, 
HYGAIN and Ranvet. 

For more information, visit the Pony Club NSW 
Facebook page or website on www.pcansw.
org.au

De Patterson
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MERRIWA INTERTOWN SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Wow! What a way to wrap up the swimming 
season. The intertown carnival was a lot of fun 
with Team Merriwa winning ribbons galore! A 
superb effort from Paige Walker, Lula Peebles, 
Paige Carrall, Arlia Parker, Thomas Campbell, 
Alexander Googe, Archie Constable, Ben 
Patterson, Jeremy Hopkins, William Collins, Alyssa 
Carrall, Helena Parker, Lanni Ryan, Roy Lawler, 
Olivia Collins, Amy Redgate, Lauren Redgate 
and Nicole Martin. A highlight of the day was 
the great team performance by the Merriwa 
girls who came second in the fiercely-contested 
open girls relay.

The carnival consisted of 100 events and a huge 
effort from parents and volunteers to make 
the day a success. Thank you to everyone for 
the bbq, marshalling, time keeping, judging, 
race recording, announcing, race starting and 
ribbon writing. Thank you to Chris and his team 
for having the pool looking immaculate.

The Intertown Shield returned to Singleton. Thank 
you to all the swimmers and their families from 
Denman, Muswellbrook, Scone, Branxton-Greta 
and Singleton that came along to compete and 
support our carnival.

The Merriwa Swimming Club end-of-season 
presentation will be Tuesday, March 26, 5.00pm 
at the pool. 

Melissa Collins

Merriwa Swimming Club

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to place 

your articles and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by Mondays, 
at 12.00 noon. 

2018/2019 COMPETITION

If everything goes to plan, by now our Junior 
Competition for this year will be completed and 
we will be left with the top two teams in our Men’s 
and Ladies Senior Competition ready to take on 
each other tomorrow night, Friday March 22.

If the heavens decided to open and give us 
some very much needed rain, we will hold our 
junior grand final Friday March 22 or alternately 
Wednesday March 27.  Senior Ladies and Mens 
Semi 2 will be Friday March 22 and our grand 
final the following Friday March 29, if need be.  
Please keep an eye out on our facebook page 
for further information.  

Results from this year’s competition will be in the 
ringer over the next few weeks.  

Merriwa Touch Football Club

Kellie Porter 
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showers overnight. This meant that with the rules 
governed by the association, the Team in front 
on the points table progressed automatically to 
the Grand Final. With Merriwa being the Minor 
Premiers, Merriwa was the side advanced to the 
Grand Final to be played on March 23.

This weekend the preliminary final was played 
between Rouchel and Murrurundi. Murrurundi 
scored 159 but was easily chased down by 
Rouchel with the loss of only three wickets and 
with nine overs to spare.

This means Merriwa will face Rouchel next 
Saturday March 23 on Saunders Oval in Scone. 
Anyone with spare time this weekend, it would 
be great if you would like to come along 
for support to cheer on the guys who have 
performed superbly all year.

We have to thank our wonderful sponsors that 
have contributed to the club for the 2018/19 
season. 

These include:

MAJOR SPONSORS
Merriwa Sports Club

Rosto Olives
Tullatula Partnership

GOLD SPONSORS
Merriwa RSL Club

Elders Merriwa
D and K Telfer Earthmoving

Kingslyn
Gubdabri Pty Ltd

Frampton Farming
Cassilis Park

Merriwa Petroleum and Ag Supplies
Osmonds Pumps and Water Solutions

Welderup
Merriwa Pharmacy

Merriwa Engineering
Tomimbil Seeds

BRONZE SPONSORS
Curtiepie

Gilder Group
Williams Concrete

The club would also like to thank the Alker 
family for the donation of the roller that has 
helped prepare the good standard of wickets 
throughout the season. Thank you to everyone 
that has contributed to the club.

GRAND FINAL WEEK IS HERE

Last weekend Merriwa was at home to 
Murrurundi in the Major Semi-final of the Upper 
Hunter District Cricket competition.

Murrurundi won the toss and elected to bat first. 
There were storms predicted throughout the 
afternoon but play got underway on time.

The Merriwa bowling attack opened up with 
some sharp and accurate overs, restricting the 
visitors run scoring. Brad Strachan was on fire 
and had the ball moving all different directions 
to have the batters really struggling. This resulted 
in one of the openers from Murrurundi being 
trapped LBW in the second over, to be 1-2. 

The bowlers kept the pressure on to only allow 13 
runs to be scored after 5 overs. More movement 
form Brad caused Murrurundi’s first caught 
behind, to have the visitors 2-18. In the eighth 
over Brad struck again to have the top three 
batters from Murrurundi removed when Seth 
Morgan held onto a chance catch to be 3-22. 

Not to be outdone from the other end, Charlie 
Stokes was bowling with pure speed and 
intimidation. Using the short pitched ball as a 
weapon, Charlie removed the fourth wicket with 
no extra runs added to have Murrurundi 4-22.

In Brads seventh over he struck again with the 
batters having no answer for the moving ball. 
The visitors were now 5-29 after 14 overs and 
were in real trouble. Brad finished his opening 
spell with 4-15 of his eight overs, and was strongly 
supported by Charlie Stokes with 1-17 of his eight 
overs.

In the 18th over Greg Sheehan backed up his 
opening bowlers to remove another of the 
Murrurundi batters, to be sitting in the box seat 
at 6-49, which was the score at the 20th over 
mark and drinks.

After the drinks break another 3.1 overs was 
bowled for the addition of 9 runs, to have the 
score at 6-58 after 23. At 2.29pm a thunder storm 
passed over the ground, dropping 5mm of rain. 

There were some really big efforts by players to 
get the covers over the wicket and keep it dry. At 
3.18pm it was deemed that the bowlers run ups 
was unsafe and the match was abandoned. This 
meant the game was due to be rescheduled to 
be played the next day.

Sunday came and after a ground inspection, 
the field was again deemed too wet with more 

Merriwa Cricket Club
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Ausgrid is carrying out essential upgrade and maintenance work on the local electricity 
network supplying the zone substation at Merriwa.

In order to safely carry out this work we need to interrupt power supply for customers in 
areas west of Sandy Hollow on 24th March 2019 between 8.30am and 4.00pm, weather 
permitting. The areas affected will include Merriwa Town, Coulsons Creek, part of Flags 
Road, Idaville, Bow, Flight Springs and Merriwa.

We apologise for the inconvenience this essential work may cause. Our aim is to minimise 
disruption caused during the work, however the times listed may change in the event of 
unforeseen circumstances or weather.

For more information before the interruption, please contact Chris Power on  
02 6542 9043. On the day of the interruption please call Ausgrid on 13 13 88.

Interruption to power supply

Good luck Merriwa in the Grand Final.

Raymond Osborne

Congratulations Darcy Taaffe, one of 42 athletes 
to represent the Hunter at Sydney Olympic Park 
over the weekend at the NSW State Athletics 
Championships. 

It was an early start and the heavens had 
opened overnight leaving the synthetic track 
in a pool of water. Volunteers tried sweeping 
the water away before the races began, but 
it was a futile exercise as the rain fell steadily 
throughout the weekend.   

With 24 runners in the final of the 1500m, Darcy 
certainly had plenty of quality competition 
including the current national 1500m champion 
to contend with. The start was messy as one of 
the young runners fell 30m from the start line 
leaving lots of runners clambering to regain 
rhythm. Fortunately no one was hurt and Darcy 
put the malaise behind her slowly but surely 
clawing her way through the pack. 

With her signature fast finish, Darcy gave it all she 
had to finish 11th overall, eclipsing her previous 
best by 12 seconds – a huge accomplishment 
in itself. 

Special thanks to Darcy’s running partner 
Ben Keane, her Little A’s friends and coaches 
and  the Merriwa Park Run crew who sent an 
especially wonderful video just before her race. 
It all helped enormously. 

The Merriwa Little A’s Annual General Meeting 
and presentation night will be held later this term.  
The date will be set once the awards are back 
from the engravers and a reminder text sent to 
families. Don’t forget to send in your photos for 
the slide show. 

Tash Taaffe

Merriwa Little Athletics Club
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DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the 
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in 
articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute 
recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. 
Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the 
Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to claim a 
date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing the 

community for 29 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

MARCH
Friday 22 Merriwa Red Cross - Calling morning

Saturday 23 Merriwa Pony Club Campdraft School

Sunday 24 Merriwa Pony Club President’s Cup Day

Monday 25 Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre AGM - 6.30pm

March 29 Festival of the Fleeces - Street Stall

APRIL

Saturday 6 Dance the Drought Away - School of Arts - 6.00pm

Saturday 13 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Sunday 14 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Monday 15 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Tuesday 16 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Thursday 18 CWA Street Stall

Wednesday 20 Merriwa Campdraft General Meeting - Merriwa RSL Club - 6.30pm

Saturday 27 Merriwa Races

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 

claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 

spelling and terminology.


