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Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph:  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

President: Julie Llewelyn
Vice Presidents: Hollie Hunt and 

Keirra Hourn
Secretary: Talitha Sawley

Treasurer: Emma Douglas

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Merriwa Rotary
THE POOL BARBECUE

The regrets and the inconvenience of losing our 
long serving Swimming Pool barbecue were 
discussed at our last Rotary Meeting. The club is 
looking at the replacement of the barbecue as 
soon as it can be done. It is a much used facility 
and will be greatly missed by our Merriwa/Cassilis 
community until a replacement is there.

LET’S PARTY

The Merriwa Community Christmas Party Is 
scheduled for Thursday December 5. It will be an 
evening of music, lollies and games, challenging 
searches for the children to participate in,  other 
attractions... and of course, SANTA..... So why 
not have a photo taken with Santa!

It will be a night for the whole family.

Rotary Merriwa will be there holding a FREE 
barbecue..... OUTSIDE THE POOL.

Party Time will from 5.00pm until 7.00pm.

In last week’s Rotary Ringer report, mention 
was made of the 2020 ANGUS PEEBLES ROTARY 
SCHOLARSHIP.  Next week’s Ringer should have 
full information on next year’s award.

 Mark Smith
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Merriwa Central 
School

NOVEMBER
Thursday 28 Intensive Swimming Program - 

10 day program continues
Friday 29 Primary Captain’s Speeches - 

9.30am
DECEMBER
Tuesday 10 Presentation Day - Merriwa 

School of Arts - Kinder - Year 2 
plus Kinder - Year 6 Merit Awards 
- 10.00am
Presentation Night - Merriwa 
School of Arts - Years 3 to 12 - 
7.00pm

Thursday 12 Year 6 Graduation Dinner - 
Merriwa RSL - 6.00pm

Coming Events

Primary
SURF SAFETY EXCURSION

Last Thursday most of the upper Primary students 
went on an excursion to Blacksmith Beach. The 
Surf Safety program is run by the Surf Life Saving 
Community and the Newcastle Permanent 
Building Society. This program gives children, 
who live a considerable distance from the coast, 
a chance to learn how to survive and recognise 
some of the dangers of being in the surf. 

All of the children had an amazing day. They 
conducted themselves and represented the 
community of Merriwa with pride. There were a 
number of activities for the children to participate 
in including beach games and learning how to 
stand up in the rolling waves as well as time for 
body boarding.

The weather was very kind to us. Being warm 
enough for swimming but not so hot that you 
couldn’t walk on the sand. There was also a 
fairly strong on shore wind blowing that kept 
the temperature reasonable for everyone. The 
children were all supplied with a sun safe shirt 
for the day as well as there being plenty of 
sunscreen on offer. 

Of course, there was the problem of the 
breakdown of one of the coaches, however 
the children were amazing and we were able to 
reorganise them to enable one of the coaches 
to go on ahead. The bus company soon had a 
mechanic to the other bus and after only about 
an hour on the side of the road, the second 
coach was able to head for home.

All in all it was a very busy and enjoyable day.

Bonnie Etchells
Relieving Assistant Principal

TEACHER STOP WORK MEETING
Thursday December 5

9.00am to 11.00am
Further advice for parents to follow

Darren Noonan
Principal
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KINDERGARTEN TRANSITION

On Tuesday, we welcomed back our 2020 
Kindergarten students for their last day of 
Kindergarten Transition. Students spent the 
whole day at school and demonstrated that 
they are all very ready to begin school next year.

I have adored the time that I have spent with our 
new students and I will miss seeing their bright 
smiles each week. I look forward to welcoming 
them back after the holidays as they enter our 
school as Kindergarten students.

Although transition sessions have finished, please 
remember parent interviews will be held next 
Tuesday. We request parents visit the Primary 
campus or ring the School to book a suitable 
time to meet to discuss their child’s progress. 

Emma Garbellini

2020 SCHOOL CAPTAIN SPEECHES

A reminder that on Friday November 29, students 
who wish to be elected as school captains in 
2020 will be presenting their speeches. The 
speeches will commence at 9.30am and we 
welcome families along for this special occasion. 
Our 2020 school captains will be announced at 
our presentation night on Tuesday December 
10.

YEAR 6 DINNER

Primary school will soon be a thing of the past 
for the graduating Year 6 students at Merriwa 
Central School.  To celebrate this special 
occasion, the students will be celebrating with 
a Graduation Dinner to be held at the Merriwa 
RSL Club commencing at 6.00pm. Dinner will 
conclude at 7.30pm. Just a reminder for all 
those students attending, notes, dinner choices 
and money are due back at school by Monday 
2 December.

Lyn Booth
Year 5/6 Teacher

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to the following students who 
were awarded ‘Student of the Week’ in Week 6.

Kindergarten  Layla Thompson
Year 1   Braith Hunt
   Christian Boromeo (Week 5)
Year 2/3  Rylee Munn
Year 3/4  Torah Coles
Year 4/5  Thomas Campbell
Year 5/6  Mitchell Cox
Library   Kaylee McLean

CLASS OF THE WEEK

Teachers were on the look-out for the class who 
demonstrated the best behaviour during our last 
assembly. It was a tough decision as all classes 
displayed fantastic behaviour, however it was 
agreed that Year 2/3 were simply amazing. 
Grace and Hazel proudly accepted the award 
on behalf of their class. Well done, Year 2/3!

Emma Garbellini
Relieving Assistant Principal
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Secondary
YEAR 12 REPORT

Year 11 is now well and truly finished and our new 
Year 12’s have hit the ground running. As we have 
now passed the mid-way point of Term 4 (Term 
1 for Year 12), Year 12 students are expected to 
have reviewed all of the information about their 
HSC courses as well as set up their study routines. 

Remember, effort relates to results! 

There has been a definite shift in the cohort’s 
approach to starting Year 12 as well as many 
deciding to drop subjects to concentrate on 
those in which they feel they will succeed better 
in. 

Students received their Year 11 reports a few 
weeks ago and I would encourage them to 
focus on the comments of their teachers and to 
start building effective study groups to assist in 
consolidating their learning. 

All students should complete a study timetable 
using the template provided to them, inputting 
their extra-curricular activities first as well as 
work commitments, blocking out time for each 
of their subjects to complete their timetable. 
The importance of routine and self-care were 
reinforced to students and they are all reminded 
that they should speak to myself, Ms Kenaly or 
the Miss Golden should they have concerns. 

A study routine will also assist students in Year 
12 to organise their time in preparation for their 
first HSC assessments this term. If you have any 
questions about Year 12, subject selection, the 

HSC or the ATAR or would like some information 
or advice on how to help your child prepare 
for their assessments and exams please don’t 
hesitate to contact me for help.

Patrick Lomax
Year 12 Advisor

FAVOURITE SUBJECT:  PDHPE because I get to learn about health, 
which will benefit my future career
BEST PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT: Receiving a photoshoot from 
Photo Studio Australia 
CAREER ASPIRATIONS: Registered Nurse 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Dance
YEAR ADVISOR COMMENT:  Lisa is a dynamic member of the Year 
12 cohort. She engages proactively with her peer group and the 
wider school community and is friendly and approachable. She 
is always willing to get involved and have a go and is a great 
supporter of her friends and peers. Lisa has achieved some great 
things this year and she is a well-deserved recipient of Student of 
the Week. Keep up the great work, Lisa.

Patrick Lomax - Year Advisor

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
  LISA DAHAL - YEAR 12

AGRICULTURE NEWS

John Hamson, the Primary Industries student 
at Merriwa Central School, represented our 
school at the Worldskills day at Farrer Memorial 
High School on  November  25, 2019.  John 
participated in the fencing, tractor and livestock 
handling skills competition.  John did very well 
and we are waiting for a confirmation of results 
via email.  

Charlie James
Relieving Head Teacher Vocational Education 

and Training

If John succeeds 
he will be eligible 
for National 
Worldskills final 
to be held in 
Western Australia 
at a date to be 
advised.



Merriwa RingerPage 6

CAREER NEWS

SAE QANTM –Summer Series Workshops:  January 
21-23. 10.00am to 4.00pm - Sydney. Byron Bay

Are you creatively inclined and thinking about 
studying creative media? We are offering an 
exclusive 3-Day workshop event in the January 
holidays - get behind the scenes and pursue 
your passion!

SAE Byron Bay Campus is opening its doors 
this January for the SAE Creative Workshops, a 
3-Day program to expand your skills and work 
on inspiring creative projects in the fields of 
Animation, Audio, Design, Film or Games.

Don’t miss out on your chance to experience life 
as an SAE student, and discover what it means 
to be a creative professional in state-of-the-art 
facilities with industry experts by your side!

Across the 3-day workshops, attendees will 
work towards building a creative piece of 
work to take away for use in a portfolio or 
showreel. Attendees will receive a certificate of 
participation.

Sydney see here: https://sae.edu.au/news-
and-events/events/creat ive-workshops-
sydney/?date=2020-01-21&id=990

Byron Bay see here: https://sae.edu.au/news-
and-events/events/creative-workshops-byron-
bay/?date=2020-01-21&id=986

NIDA – Summer Holiday Workshops

Find the right acting course for you. Identify and 
experience the essentials of screen acting. Build 
your on screen confidence as you develop 
skills in improvisation, character development 
and script work. Rehearse and present live and 
recorded scenes for family and friends at the 
end of the course.

https://www.open.nida.edu.au/courses/How+/
School+Holidays

Sturt Summer School:  January 4 to 8

Students must be 16 and over for all adult 
classes unless arranged otherwise with the 
individual tutor. Sturt’s annual Summer School 
was established in 2000 and is growing in 
popularity over the years. You can now join our 
Sturt Summer and ‘get creative’ in the holidays. 
Hundreds of like-minded people enjoy our cool-
climate campus and share courses across a 
wide range of art forms plus dedicated courses 
for young people.

http://www.sturt.nsw.edu.au/education/
summer-school

JMC Recording + Mixing a Band Short Course: 
January 20 and 21, 2020

Recording console signal flow

Microphone selection for specific instruments

Setting up instruments in the recording space to 
achieve the best sound quality

Setting up Pro-tools for recording a band

Recording a band live and recording overdubs 
and various takes

https://www.jmcacademy.edu.au/events/
shortcourses/recording-a-band-short-course

UTS Phone consultation: Communication, 
Education and International Studies - personal 
consultation

Wednesday December 18, 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Request a phone call to chat with a current 
student or staff member about Communication, 
Education or International Studies at UTS. Ask any 
last-minute questions about our courses or learn 
about suitable pathway options. Consultations 
are available for both students and parents/
carers.

ht tps ://www.uts .edu.au/about/ facul ty -
a r t s - a n d - s o c i a l - s c i e n c e s / e v e n t s /
y e a r - 1 2 - p e r s o n a l - c o n s u l t a t i o n s ? _
ga=2.255068936.1421144359.1573971553-
748076804.1548904746

ACPE Open Day: February 1, 2020, 10.00am - 
1.00pm

ACPE, 10 Parkview Drive, Sydney Olympic Park 

Join us at Open Day to find out how the Australian 
College of Physical Education can help you 
achieve your dream career.

What’s on at Open Day:

Meet with academic and student support staff 
to get answers to all of your study and student 
life queries

Chat with current students about their experience 
at ACPE

Learn all about our industry-focused courses

Find out where a qualification from ACPE can 
take your career

Take a tour of our purpose-built Sydney Olympic 
Park campus

Discuss course and study options with our 
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STAFF PROFILE

POSITION:   Full-time Temporary Teacher 

QUALIFICATION: Bachelor of Teaching PDHPE (Honours)

LENGTH OF SERVICE AT MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL: None, this is 
my first school I have worked at outside placements

PREVIOUS SCHOOL/S, OR EMPLOYMENT: None, this is my first 
school I have worked at outside placements

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: I enjoy playing all sports, even if 
I am no good at them. Getting outdoors, going for hikes, fishing, 
camping, seeing and doing new things is also something I really 
enjoy

My best moment at Merriwa Central School so far is getting to 
know everyone here, staff and students.

MATTHEW GUIHOT

Enrolment Advisors and get a personalised study 
plan

Get assistance with applying or enrolment

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/acpe-open-
day-1-february-2020-sydney-olympic-park-
tickets-74649176697

Scholarships  for Undergraduate Rural Nursing & 
Midwifery 

Close on January 17 2020

Scholarships of up to $5,000 are available for 
people from rural NSW who are undertaking first 
year studies of a Bachelor of Nursing or Bachelor 
of Midwifery degree in 2020.

For the purposes of these scholarships, rural NSW 
is defined by the following boundaries: Berry, 
Maitland & Lithgow.

The awarding of scholarships is a competitive 
process, since the number awarded is subject to 
funds being available. Preference will be given 
to applicants living in locations with the greatest 
workforce needs, which may change from year 
to year.

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/nurs ing/
scholarship/Pages/rural-undergrad.aspx

Surveying – A career with excitement, 
opportunity and career stability

Follow Try Surveying on Facebook and 
Instagram, and explore our online surveying 
portal via the button - it’s a hub of surveying 
career information, including profiles, study 
pathway information, and video interview

Watch it here:

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=6Gsx5nZ6Au4&feature=emb_logo

Launch Of Thoroughbred Industry Explorer 
Cadetship Program: Closes 1 December

Thoroughbred Industry Careers is inviting those 
who have a passion for horses or racing to 
apply for the ‘Explorer Cadetship’ Program - a 
thoroughbred industry designed and managed 
12-month stud/stable horsemanship program. 
For the first time in Australia, the country’s 
leading stables and stud farms are working 
together to offer an educational pathway. The 
Explorer Cadetship Program is the ultimate stud 
and stable educational pathway into the world-
leading Australian Thoroughbred Racing and 
Breeding Industry, allowing the next generation 
to discover all the career possibilities on offer.

Don’t miss the opportunity of a lifetime!

Applications are now open for the February 2020 

https://tbindustrycareers.com.au/

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK- 
GORDIE ANDERSON 

The Student of the Week 
for this week is Gordie 
Anderson. He had a 
great week last week at 
the Broken Bay Camp. 
This included confidently 
socialising with other 
students, listening to 
instructions from all 

adults and trying new experiences. Gordie loved 
sharing his knowledge of animals that live around 
the beach with other students and teachers. He 
bounced back quickly after the disappointment 
of not catching a fish. Throughout the week he 
used his manners and common sense when 
getting organised during the Camp.

One of the most incredible moments came 
when Gordie displayed his caring behaviour, 
persistency and using his initiative when he was 
caring for a fish. 

Congratulations Gordie on your efforts and 
achievements. You should feel very proud of 
your achievements. 

An incredible story of kindness, curiosity, 
perseverance and going with your gut feeling 

Gordie in Year 3 is our resident expert in 
everything related to the beach. So much of his 
passion and confidence shines through when he 
has the opportunity to share his knowledge with 
others. He wrote the below report about one 
of his moments of greatness. We hope that you 
enjoy it. 

At Broken Bay we went swimming in the net 
area. Mrs Austin saw the fisherman bring in a big 
green net with lots of different types of fish in it. I 
asked Kathy if we could go and have a look at 
the fish. When we got over there, the fisherman 
gave me and a girl a fish each. We brought the 
fish back to our net area. The first fish I put in the 
water swam away after I swam it forwards to get 
the water to go into its gills and help it to breath. 

The girl buried her fish in the sand because she 
thought it was dead. Damien and I dug it up 
and put it in the water and it came back to life. 
I felt happy and proud of myself. 

The teachers and Camp staff were really 
impressed with how Gordie helped this fish. 
While all the children gathered around for the 
burial and minute silence, Gordie felt that the fish 
could still be saved. He spent 15 minutes moving 
it in the water until it was ready to swim away. 

BROKEN BAY SPORT AND RECREATION CAMP
Last week, students from Years 3-6 travelled to 
the Broken Bay Sport and Recreation Camp 
along with other small schools in the Mudgee 
district. Excursions are always a wonderful way 
of getting to know the students even better then 
we already do in a small school setting. 
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Last Wednesday on the second day of our 
Broken Bay excursion, 5/6 did the high ropes 
course. Before Ben our instructor put us on the 
ropes we had to put on our harnesses and 
helmets properly. We had a practice course on 
the ground which was to make sure we knew 
how to use the clips on each rope. We had to 
find a buddy to make sure we were safe because 
Ben couldn’t watch all of us at once we had 
to say check 1 and check 2. Ben had to give 
us a thumbs up before we could start walking 
the next set of ropes. We had clips attached to 
our harness and two more clipped onto the wire 
above our head. The clips wouldn’t both come 
off at a time which was good because if you fell 
while trying to change wire one would still be 
connected so you wouldn’t fall. There were two 
squares of courses to do. When I started walking 
across the ladder, I felt nervous because there 
were lots of obstacles on the first course. On 
the second one I was more relaxed because it 
was mostly ropes. I found the tyres the hardest 
because they were always moving. When I 
finished the course, I got on the flying fox which 
clipped onto our harness. I was happy that I had 
done it when I was on the ground. Then I had to 
swap over with my buddy Kirsty. Kirsty only did 
the flying fox a couple of times. Overall, I had a 
fantastic time on my last Primary School camp.  

 Sophie Anderson

played a game where they had to shoot at the 
target and a certain colour gave them a certain 
thing e.g. the fortune teller the first arrow was 
who they dated, the second arrow was their job 
and the last arrow was where they worked. I hit 
the target 13 times and missed it 5 times. I even 
hit the pole! Overall, I had a brilliant time. 

Dylan McLennan

Gordie, me, Sophie and Dylan went to Broken 
Bay. We stayed for three nights. Swimming was 
the first activity after that we went to dinner (by 
the way we arrived at 3.00pm). We played trap 
the mouse. On the second day we went surf 
skiing and saved two fish. We left the day after. 

Ben Bibby                 

At Broken Bay Sport 
and Rec Camp, I 
did archery.  With 
archery, we had 
to shoot the bow 
on a 45-degree 
angle so the arrow 
wouldn’t fall off the 
bow. When I shot 
my first 3 arrows, 
I was a bit rusty 
because I hadn’t 
done it for two 
years. After target 
practice, everyone 
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VICE-CAPTAIN’S REPORT

Last week Years 3-6 went to Broken Bay while the 
K-2 students stayed at school.  Students enjoyed 
their time there. The K-2’s can’t wait for their day 
excursion next week to Newcastle beach. This 
Friday the school is going to Ballimore Public 
School for a Robotics day. Students will have 
Tanya join them to teach everyone about 
robotics.      

FROM MRS AUSTIN…

Next year I will not be continuing my two days a 
week teaching at Cassilis.

I have loved so much coming back after having 
Polly and seeing how much you have all grown 
and improved and meeting our new CPS 
students.

I will hopefully be coming back for some casual 
days here and there and I’m sure Polly and I will 
pop in and say hi whenever we can. 

I look forward to reading the newsletter each 
week to see how you are all going. Thank you 
for another lovely year at Cassilis.

Katie Burgess
Principal
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Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre
VACATION CARE FOR 2020!

We are already halfway through the term! With 
this in mind we have released a holiday program 
for the January holidays. The centre will run from 
January 6 until January 24, 2020 depending on 
bookings. 

We have dropped our required number to a 
minimum of five children to open from the hours 
of 9.00am to 5.00pm. Please get your bookings in 
as soon as possible! If you would like any further 
information regarding the holiday program feel 
free to contact the us! 

A reminder to parents to make after school 
care bookings by 2.00pm so we have enough 
nutritious afternoon for all children. 

Chloe and the MAC Staff
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

DIOCESAN MATHS AND SPELLING BEE SUCCESS!

On Wednesday 20 November, Abbey Rostron 
(Kindergarten), Samuel Williams (Stage 1), 
Peter Hagley (Stage 3) and Cody Bates (Stage 
3), competed in the inaugural Diocesan wide 
Spelling and Maths Bees.

The inaugural Diocesan Spelling and Maths Bees 
were held at St Catherine’s Catholic College, 
Singleton on November 20.

28 “Super Spellers” and 21 “Maths Whizzes” from 
across the Diocese, qualified through regional 
tournaments to make it through to the Diocesan 
level.

The competition was very high for the first year 
of competition. Students competed brilliantly 
and showed excellent spirit and sportsmanship 
throughout the gruelling rounds of both the 
spelling and maths bees.

So what are the Spelling and Maths Bees?

Just like the traditional Spelling Bee you might 
have seen on television from the USA, the 
Diocesan Spelling Bee gives students, who 
have a particular talent or skill in memorising 
or recognising the sounds and letter blends 
of words, to succeed in a single elimination 
knockout tournament. Each student is given a 
word of similar difficulty or from a similar category 
and given time to decipher and spell the word 
correctly. One strike and you’re OUT!

The Maths Bee concept, one which was created 
over five years ago by a student from St James’ 
Primary School Muswellbrook in response to 
a need to promote mathematics within the 
school, is very similar to Spelling, in terms of a 
single elimination knockout. Students are given 
a short mathematical problem in either addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division or problem 
solving and asked, in a short frame of time, to 
mentally compute the answer.

Samuel and Peter competed in the Spelling Bee 
competition. Peter went through several rounds 
until being knocked out in fourth place. Samuel 
was outstanding in making it through all the way 
to the last two competitors, eventually finishing 
runner-up in Stage 1. A fantastic effort!

Abbey and Cody flew the flag for St Joseph’s in 
the Maths Bee. Abbey competed well and did 
herself and the school proud, finishing in third 

place. Cody was sensational! His maths mentals 
skills were “on point” and he made the final two 
showdown, which he won decisively to become 
the Stage Three Diocesan Champion. 

Once again St Joseph’s students demonstrate 
the consistent, relentless hard work, dedication 
and focus of their teachers in providing high-
quality educational outcomes. We may be small 
in stature, but we are definitely achieving great 
things.

Well done to Cody, Samuel, Abbey and Peter 
on their excellent effort!
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EARLY STAGE ONE REPORT – KINDERGARTEN 

In English Kindergarten have been studying a 
unit about design.  We are exploring the way 
particular elements are selected, organised 
and used in the process of text construction for 
purpose. These elements might be linguistic, 
visual, audio, and gestural. Kindergarten are 
exploring the organisation of various types 
of text and understand the text construction 
and elements of a text to identify purpose, 
organisation of ideas and language structures 
of text.

In Mathematics we have been covering a 
variety of mathematical concepts. Kindergarten 
have been recognising when an error occurs 
in a pattern and explain what is wrong and 
describing a repeating pattern made from 
shapes by referring to its distinguishing features, 

In Religion Kindergarten have been preparing 
themselves for the celebration of Advent.  
Kindergarten have been learning about how we 
get ready to celebrate Jesus birth at Christmas 
and what the symbols of Advent and Christmas 
are. Kinder will also explore what happened 
when Jesus was born? Why is Christmas an 
important time in the Church’s year? And, how 
does the Church celebrate Christmas?

Kindergarten have been introduced to 
maps and how we use them to find places in 
Geography. They have explored and created 
maps of familiar and new places. Students have 
been investigating the type of language used 
when using maps and an introduction to the 
world map and globe.

In Science Kindergarten have observed daily and 
seasonal weather changes in their environment. 
They have questioned how changing weather 
patterns affect humans and other living things, 
and have used materials, tools and equipment to 
collect data on the effects of extreme weather 
events. We look forward to identifying the digital 
systems used to convey weather data to the 
public for use in everyday lives and designing 
and presenting a weather report of their own.

STAGE 1 REPORT – YEAR 1/2

Stage 1 have been reading, viewing and creating 
informative texts. They have communicated 
with a wide range of audiences on familiar and 
introduced topics. Stage 1 are exploring and 
identifying different ways in which texts differ 
according to purpose, audience and subject. 
We have been studying a range literature to 
broaden their understanding of informative 
texts.

In Mathematics Stage 1 have been creating, 
recording and describing patterns with objects 
or symbols, solving problems involving addition 
or subtraction by using number sentences, 
representing a word problem as a number 
sentence and posing a word problem to 
represent a number sentence 

In Religion Stage 1 have been learning about 
Advent as a time of waiting and hoping when 
Christians prepare for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas. Stage 1 will explore Christmas as a 
time to celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, where the main message is one of 
joy and peace. 

In Geography Stage 1 are exploring Australia’s 
location in the world and its tourism-based 
links with China and South Africa. They have 
described connections people have with 
places and identify factors affecting people’s 
accessibility to places. In doing so, students 
develop their knowledge of places and 
compare their connections with those of their 
peers.

Stage 1 have been scientists exploring the 
features of the earth and sky make up a 
significant part of any environment and how 
these features can be observed and described. 
Students have identified that descriptions of the 
landscape fall into three categories – natural, 
managed or constructed, but landscapes 
can, of course, include combinations of these. 
Landscapes are not fixed and can change 
depending on natural events and the actions 
of humans. Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait 
Islanders have strong connections to the natural 
features of Australia’s land, seas and skies. By 
observing these features and changes over 
thousands of years, they have lived in harmony 
with their local environment, and its features are 
an integral part of their culture and history.

Collaboratively Early Stage One and Stage One 
have been…

Reflecting our respective Science units in our 
Creative Arts unit. Kindergarten and Stage 1 
have viewed a range of different images, that 
link to the weather and its impacts.  Students 
have used a range of resources, including digital 
and visual to create a range of visual artworks.

In Personal Development, Health and Physical 
Education we have been learning about 
healthy choices in their lives which promote a 
positive wellbeing. Student wellbeing is being 
supported by the explicit teaching of the Zones 
of Regulation.  
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We have introduced our students to the four 
zones used to categorise the different emotions 
and states of alertness people experience. 
‘Zones’ is the term used to describe how your 
brain or body feels 

• Blue zone – your body is running slow
 (tired, sick, sad or bored)

• Green zone – you are good to go
 (happy, calm and focused)

• Yellow zone – proceed with caution and slow 
down, you start to lost control

 (frustrated, overwhelmed, silly, wiggly,   
 excited, worried, anxious, surprised)

• Red zone – extreme emotions, you are out of 
control, have trouble making good decisions 
and must stop

 (terror, uncontrolled anger, aggression)

WEEKLY AWARDS

Congratulations to the following award winners.

Kindergarten - Archy Wallace – for always being 
a leader of learning through being on task and 
engaged in learning tasks

Stage 1 - Jett Turner - for displaying decoding 
strategies when writing unfamiliar words during 
writing tasks

Stage 2 - Emma McLaren – for demonstrating 
leadership by always listening to other people’s 
points of view and being fair in group work. 

Caitlin Harrison – for displaying terrific effort, 
improvement and enthusiasm in gymnastics 

Stage 3 - Emily Wright - for outstanding effort in 
all aspects of gymnastics

Matthew Grady - for facing a challenge and 
doing it with a positive attitude to achieve great 
results

Bethany Wightman - for demonstrating leadership 
in a quiet confident manner

Principal’s Awards - Bethany Wightman – for her 
excellent research in Science

Jeremy Hopkins – for his hard work in all areas of 
the curriculum

Eden Barry – for her efforts, in particular, 
improvement of reading

Lily Schmidt – for her positive greetings in the 
mornings.

Samantha Kerr

Infants Teacher
Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

REFLECTION - CHRIST THE KING  LUKE 23:33-43 
What sign will there be?

The Liturgical year has turned full circle and 
we begin the new year with the first Sunday in 
Advent.  This year we will read from the Gospel of 
Matthew which was written sometime in the 80s, 
approximately fifty years after the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  Matthew’s community has 
strong roots in Judaism.  They believe that Jesus 
is the long awaited Messiah who brings their 
past Scripture and traditions to fulfilment.  For this 
reason Matthew will emphasise the connections 
between Jesus’ life and the Scriptures of Israel.  
When listening to or reading the Gospel it is 
important to listen/read with two time frames in 
mind.  There is the time of Jesus and the later time 
of Matthew’s community who are beginning to 
experience a separation from Judaism.  

Two people are referred to in today’s Gospel.  
Noah and the Son of Man.  Both are meant to 
urge Christians to live with an alertness to God’s 
reign.  People were not ready for the flood in 
the time of Noah.  According to the book of 
Daniel, at the end of time when all the powers 
of evil have been overcome one ‘like a Son of 
Man’ will be given all authority in God’s new 
world.  The early Christian communities related 
this image to Jesus.  Matthew is therefore urging 
his community to be alert and ready for the day 
when Jesus will return. 

Amidst the signs of Christmas and toys we too 
need to be reminded that the focus of this time 
is Jesus.  He can be lost amidst the glitter and 
excitement if we are not attentive.  As the psalm 
says, ‘Come let us walk in the light of the Lord.’ 
(From “Sundays Under the Southern Cross” by 
Mary Coloe PBVM).

Love and blessings, Rev’d Pat Kirkby

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

This weekend was Rev. Robyn Fry’s last with 
us, and we have so enjoyed having her as our 
Locum Priest.  Her sermons were amazing, and 
she collected all the loose ends into them as she 
spoke of the readings and psalm.  
Our next Locum Priest coming in a fortnight is Rev. 
Melanie Whalley from Muswellbrook.  We don’t 
know how long we will have her, but certainly 
December and January, and we look forward 
to her joining us.
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Thank you to all those who supported us at 
Shirley Hayes Garden Party.  People stayed on 
and we were so grateful.  Didn’t the barbecue 
smell fantastic when the onion was cooking and 
it wafted across the gathering!!
Our raffle was drawn, and Joy Hancock won it!  
Congratulations.         
We are waiting till Rev. Melanie arrives to give 
you our Christmas services, for as yet we don’t 
know when she will be in Merriwa.  Fear not!  We 
will have Christmas services!

• Sunday Eucharist at Holy Trinity 9.00am
• Friday Eucharist at Holy Trinity 10.00am
• Friday Extended Communion at MPS and 

Gummun Place alternately - 11.00am.

Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Merriwa Combined 
Churches

CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN THE PARK

The Combined Christian Churches of 
Merriwa invite you to our Carols in the 
Park, Sunday December 8, Apex Park at 
7.00pm.

We will have a variety of carols performed 
by the choir of Merriwa Central School and 
St Joseph’s Merriwa.

Local musicians,  and musicians from 
Heathcote Engadine Baptist church will 
perform to add to celebrations of the 
festive season. This church along with 
other churches have supported us during 
this prolonged drought.

The proceeds from the sausage sizzle this 
year will go to our local VRA. Who have 
added responsibilities to emergency 
events, since the closing of the SES in 
Merriwa.

If inclement weather prevails, we will have 
the carols in the School of Arts - THE SHOW 
MUST GO ON..

Cr Ron Campbell

CHRISTMAS GARDEN PARTY  
THANKS TO ALL

In spite of the heat last Saturday, the garden party 
was a great success, with some visitors staying 
all day to take advantage of the talks given 
by  guest speakers, and to enjoy the musical 
performance by Ruby and Molly Wong.  Others 
came along to get ideas for their own gardens 
and many went away laden with  potted plants 
and bulbs, hoping for rain just around the corner.  

Down to earth advice was given about the 
use of mulch and the wise selection of drought 
tolerant plants;  this led to constructive discussion 
and sharing of ideas.    Two beautiful flower 
arrangements took place before our eyes with 
running commentary from start to finish.  We all 
felt inspired to “have a go” when we reached 
home.  

Delicious home cooked cakes and slices, 
washed down with tea or coffee, refreshed us as 
the day  progressed;  sizzling sausages whetted 
appetites at lunchtime and kept the ‘cooks’ on 
their toes.   

Rev’d Robyn Fry, Locum Priest,  said “Visiting a 
garden can give you a great sense of well-being.  
It can relax your mind and help reduce stress 
levels.  Walking around a garden or park help 
keep you fit, which can improve your enjoyment 
of life.  Take a friend or visit with your family to 
make it a social activity”.  

These words were so true on Saturday, and we 
hope the sense of well-being will continue for all 
during the coming days.   

Three cheers for Joy Hancock who won the 
raffle prize containing all sorts of goodies, and 
a $50.00 voucher allowing her to “shop locally”.

Of course, none of this would have happened 
at all if the garden hadn’t been lovingly tended 
by Shirley during the weeks beforehand, and if 
it hadn’t been for the enthusiastic and caring 
visitors who came through the gates.   Our 
grateful and sincere thanks for the support of  so 
many folk within the community, who joined in, 
never complaining about the weather, and who  
heartily applauded all that we had to offer.

Jenny Finnie
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Merriwa Red Cross
CHRISTMAS STREET STALL

  Friday November 29

Merriwa Red Cross will be holding a Christmas 
Street Stall on November 29.

A Christmas bargain Table hosting new gifts at 
bargain prices will be operating along with a 
100 club and Christmas raffle.

With the catastrophic conditions of drought and 
fires that we have been experiencing, we would 
ask for your support once again so that the work 
of Red Cross can continue to assist those in 
desperate need both locally and in the broader 
community.

Philomena Constable

Merriwa Surgery

MERRIWA SURGERY would like to advise that the 
surgery will be CLOSED on MONDAY December 
16 through to FRIDAY December 27, we will re-
open Monday December 30.

Dr Emad, Sharee and staff would like to thank all 
our valued patients and hope that you have a 
safe, very Merry RAINY Christmas and a happy 
New Year.

Megan Richards

Merriwa Old Boys will be holding their Christmas 
meeting, followed by BBQ and drinks on Saturday 
December 7. The meeting will kick off at 4.00pm 
and will be followed by the BBQ at 5.00pm.

All members, including new interested members 
are welcome to come along and enjoy the 
comradery and good times that are an integral 
part of our Old Boys Club. You won’t be 
disappointed.

Partners and children are invited to the BBQ 
lunch which will be held in the BBQ area of the 
Merriwa RSL Club.

Cost will be $20.00 per old boy, which covers all 
attending family members.

See you all Saturday afternoon. 

Happy Swooping!

Bruce Blackadder

Merriwa Old Boys Club
SAVE THE DATE

CLOSURE DATES OVER CHRISTMAS

A special thank you to Upper Hunter Shire 
Council employee Mrs Jodie Telfer for finding 
my lost wedding ring and then returning it to Mrs 
Peta Luke at the Merriwa Tourism Office from 
where I was able to collect it. 

Very much appreciated and many, many 
thanks.

 Graeme O’Brien

A Special Thank You

Merriwa Campdraft Annual Genneral Meeting  
will be held on Tuesday December 3 at 6.30pm 
at the Merriwa RSL Club.

Megan Richards

Merriwa Campdraft

The Anglican Woman’s Guild will be holding their 
Christmas Street Stall Friday December 6.

Our raffle for Christmas will again be a hamper 
and patchwork quilt. The winner will have the first 
choice of either prize. Tickets will be available 
outside Merriwa Pharmacy on Saturday 
mornings.

Any saleable goods are graciously accepted 
and much appreciated on the day of the street 
stall.

Margret Wright

Merriwa Anglican Women’s 
Guild
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week day from 6.00am to 8.00am, commencing 
immediately. 

Upper Hunter Shire Council will also be helping 
subside the cost of opening the pool to schools 
and other user groups outside normal opening 
hours. This will reduce the fee paid by these 
groups. 

The Merriwa shade sale damaged by a storm is 
currently being fabricated and will be installed 
as soon as possible.

Council is also making a portable barbecue 
available for events by user groups while 
investigating the potential for a permanent 
barbecue.

Council will continue to monitor the popularity 
of opening times to ensure the pool hours reflect 
demand.

Council and the pool contractor, Lifeguarding 
Services Australia had undertaken a trial to 
redistribute hours with low use, to allow the 
pool to open in periods of higher demand and 
particularly during school programs, following 
consultation with schools in the area. Following 
the trial and community feedback, Council 
is reinstating the opening hours in place last 
season.

Council has taken on board feedback from 
our communities and encourages residents to 
come and cool off at the pool facilities.

Merriwa Olympic Pool Opening hours:
• Monday to Friday 6.00am-8.00am,   
 3.00pm-6.00pm
• Wednesday as above and 9.00am-  
 10.00am
• Saturday and Sunday 1.00pm-6.00pm
• Closed Christmas Day December 25  
 and New Year’s Day January 1, and at   
 5.00pm on Christmas Eve
• During the school holidays there may be  
 extended hours.

For further information including entry fees visit 
http://upperhunter.nsw.gov.au/our-facilities/
swimming-pools.aspx For regular updates on 
activities at the pools follow the Facebook 
pages for each pool.

Daele Healy 

Merriwa Pool
OPEN FROM 6.00AM WEEKDAYS

Merriwa Olympic pool will open every 

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 

place your articles 
and advertisements into 

the 
Merriwa Ringer 

by Mondays, at 12.00 noon

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Congratulations to Victoria (Tori) McNaught 
for gaining early entry to Newcastle University, 
Charles Sturt University and New England 
University.

She has accepted and enrolled at Newcastle 
University to study Psychological Science.

Dad Tony and Lone

Congratulations

To the families of two of our local friends, The 
Nairne and Cottom families, I wish to offer my 
deepest sympathy at the recent loss of your 
loved ones. Our thoughts are with you at this 
time.

Hylt Cronin

Deepest Sympathy
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Merriwa Newsagency

AUSTRALIAN HOUSE & GARDEN
• A joy story; 500 big & little buys, the essential 

gift guide for finding the perfect gift for 
Christmas

• Block judge, Neale Whitaker looks forward 
to hosting Christmas in his freshly renovated 
home at Berry on the NSW South Coast

• Summer spruce up; refresh your home for a 
bright new year

• Home for Christmas; gather your nearest & 
dearest for a fine feast, perfect recipes to 
tempt everyone.

AUSTRALIAN COUNTRY
• Tasmanian tulip time! Table Cape Tulip Farm 

puts on a stunning display for a brief period 
each spring and it is glorious!

• For 100 years Coomber Bros Jewellers have 
been supplying custom-made pieces to 
people in country Queensland, now the 
owners are expanding their client base 
further to people from all over Australia. 
Some of the pieces include an original cattle  
brand hat pin!

• Is marriage just a series of texts about where 
the children are and whether we need milk? 
Tasmanian author Meg Bignell grapples with 
these and other pressing matters in her debut 
novel “The Sparkle Pages” a witty memoir on 
the monotony, magnificence of marriage 
and motherhood.

 Congratulations to Cody Bates of St 
Joseph’s Primary who is the Stage 3 
Diocesan Maths Bee Champion. Cody 
and Abbey Rostron both qualified for 

• Growing country, a free range childhood on 
a family farm in South Australia.

AUSTRALIAN HOME BEAUTIFUL

• In this December issue there are pages of 
inspirational summer homes, special festive 
decorating ideas, twenty pages of classic 
recipes and 135 plus amazing gift finds. Also 
included in this issue is a bonus gift card and 
tag set for you.

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT 

Life is too important to be taken seriously!

BEANIE BOO 

My name is Diamond.

I glisten and dazzle like the shiniest of lights, my 
sparkle can brighten the darkest of nights.

My birthday is March 1.

PHONECARDS: All cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 
and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

MERRIWA
COUNTRY–STYLE COTTAGE ACCOMODATION

self contained in central location 
1 bedroom queen bed, single sofa-bed, 

full kitchen and facilities, spacious bathroom, lounge room, 
smart tv, wi-fi, air conditioning

BOOK THROUGH AIRBNB

or contact Megan:
0400 653 446

megan@rmproperty.net

THE TOWNHOUSE

AIR CONDITIONING 
AND REFRIGERATION 

CONTRACTORS
• Supply
• Install
• Repair
• Service

• Domestic electrical

Cory David Vero
ABN: 75282991179

Lic: 311073c
David: 0439 479 779
Cory: 0407 216 583

Email: coryvero87@hotmail.com

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

the  Diocesan Maths Bee held at St Catherine’s 
Catholic College Singleton last Wednesday! 
Congratulations to the students who represented  
St Joseph’s at the Upper Hunter Regional Maths 
Bee held two weeks ago, they are Abbey 
Rostron, Samuel Williams, Jeremy Hopkins, Peter 
Hagley and Cody Bates. Well done to each and 
every one of you, your efforts are outstanding 
and we are so proud of you too.
New Beanie Boo’s in store! Purchase any 
medium size Beanie Boo and buy a regular sized 
one at 20% less. Come in and browse. Also new 
in, gorgeous cookie jars by Geninne Art. These 
are very popular items, the range includes mugs 
and salad bowls with beautiful designs.
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Di’s Clothing Patch
With Christmas 27 days away and school holidays 
is just around the corner we have some great 
specials to finish the year on.

For the next Two Weeks only we are taking 20% 
off all Men’s and Ladies Summer Fashion.

Ritemate Work shirts two for $59.00 a super 
saving and great Christmas gift idea (Only until 
Christmas Eve).

Some more great ideas for those little people in 
your life we still have in stock some Spiderman, 
Frozen and Cars Backpack and Overnight Bags. 
Pink Poppy has a nice selection of stocking fillers 
from pretty necklaces and bracelet to creepy 
crawly and wooden toys.

We have a range of giftware and home wares in 
stock with more arriving each week

Men’s and Ladies toiletry bags, thongs and 
sandals. A lovely range of Handbags, Wallets 
and Jewellery. Tilley soaps, bath bombs, candles, 
and hand cream in a wide range of flavours. 

There is still plenty of time to get that personalized 
gift done with our Embroidery service.

Late night Shopping 
Thursday December  5 until 7.00pm

W A Y N E

LIVE & 

presents

buses from:
LEADVILLE, TUCKLAN, 

ELONG & DIGILAH

SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER
from 2pm

at the Dunedoo Sports Club

The Dune “Doo”- Working at Wellness

Golf (Ambrose), Tennis  & Squash Courts open, Card Tables, Chocolate Wheel, Fun Activities  
& Live Music

This service is funded by:

RSVP 
for Catering & Bus by Friday 29th November to 

Delta Ag ph: 6375 1209       DRH ph: 6375 1107       Stoddy's ph: 6375 1342       Sports Club ph: 6375 1018

Wayne Bennett will speak from 6:30pm to 7:00pm  
with question time to follow

B E N N E T T

FREE for the community

Complimentary dinner  
5pm to 7:30pm

With every purchase 
over $20.00 you go 
into our Christmas 
Giveaway draw. 

Drawn on Monday 
December 23.

By Shopping Locally 
you are Investing In 
Your Community!

Dianne Inder

Di’s Clothing Patch 
Christmas Giveaway
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Situated just 15 minutes from Merriwa this 500 Acre 
(approximately) property is an ideal getaway or permanent 
home.  The steel framed homestead has 3 large bedrooms, an 
open plan living area with a huge open fire, attached dining and 
a simple kitchen with a 900mm gas cooktop and oven.  There 
are wraparound verandah’s on all sides taking in the beautiful 
views of the Valley.  Water is supplied via 44,000 litre’s of storage 
plus a fully equipped windmill pumping to a tank.  The Country 
ranges from fertile open grazing land to timbered ridge lines with 
approximately 200 acres cleared.  There are 3 dams for stock.  
Included in the sale is a tractor, slasher, carry all and two quads.  
This property would be the perfect weekend escape as it has 
been for the current owners for over 35 years.

1199 Cullingral Road, Merriwa      $175,000.00

1201 Cullingral Road, Merriwa  $599,000.00

Fully fenced in new fencing, this is an ideal grazing block, while 
having some fun as a weekender. The country is mostly open 
with a slight rise. There is access to the river for fishing and 
swimming, and a new dam has been built. There is a cabin set 
on the block. Only 3 hours to Sydney this is an ideal weekend 
retreat.

RAP SURVEYING         (0400) 863 950 
       Ross Peasley|Registered Land Surveyor    E  RAPSURVEYING@GMAIL.COM 

  Surveying in the Upper Hunter Valley Region for over 25 years 

RURAL                              CONSTRUCTION   
Subdivision | Boundary Identification | Easements Civil works setout [Roads, Bridges, Stormwater/Sewerage] 
Boundary Adjustments | Boundary re-mark (fencing)  Commercial & Industrial Building setout | Quarries  
Equine (Horse Stud)Developments | DA’s 

   
                                      

  

                   RESIDENTIAL 
Subdivision | Strata Title | 
Detail & Contour surveys | 
Identification surveys | House 
setouts | Boundary Disputes 
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’

 

 

 

 

RM Property & Livestock

roger@rmproperty.net 0427 153 446
megan@rmproperty.net 0400 653 446

www.rmpropertyandlivestock.com

Roger & Megan Moore

Honesty, Trust, Energy, Teamwork....

    

Merriwa Bushman’s Camp-
draft est. 1947 

President: Jamie Edmonds 0428 308 010 
Secretary: Megan Richards  0427 437 743 

Treasurer: Jake McIntyre  
0408 112 709 

 
 

October Long weekend 2019 
merriwacampdraft@gmail.com 

CJ & JM VERO & SONS

ABN: 65 810 824 869   LIC No: 243746C
FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC, 

RURAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

PH: DES VERO 0427 482 303
PH: CATHY VERO 02 6548 2045

PH: 02 6548 2303 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Email: cjvero@bigpond.net.au   
dvero@bigpond.net.au

8.30am – 4.30pm Mon – Friday

Servicing the Merriwa community since 1977
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

9.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

President: Julie Llewelyn
Vice Presidents: Hollie Hunt and 

Keirra Hourn
Secretary: Talitha Sawley

Treasurer: Emma Douglas

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph:  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Local Expertise with a professional service

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES. Specialising 
in Agricultural, Earthmoving & 

Mining
Ph: 6548 2500

Mob: 0427 901 397
29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 

2329
Email: justin@welderup.com.

au
         sales@welderup.com.au

0488 727 032 

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: Kellie 
Porter on 0432 109 760
Treasurer: Leanne Hunt on 
0487 761 253
Secretary: Larissa Hockings 
on 0429 412 772
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

     20,21 & 22nd September!ccc

2019
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: 
Jason Bear

Find us on 
Facebook

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa Rugby 
League Football Club

President: Ben Robins
Vice President: Marc Previati

Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

0429 482 389

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
Paul Frampton

Contact - 0428 485 182

April 
27, 

2019

Visit www.
merriwaraceclub.com.au

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MMEERRRRIIWWAA  
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  
PPRROOGGRREESSSS  

AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN  
Have your voice 
heard on matters 

that affect the whole 
local community 

Meets on 3rd Wednesdays 
at 6:00 PM Merriwa RSL 

merriwaprogress@gmail.com 
 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President 
Bruce Blackadder 

0428 219 340

V/President/Publicity 
Officer– Trent Cooper
Secretary/Treasurer – 

Matt Morgan 
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 $12.50
Crumbed calamari and chips

Gourmet salada and garlic aioli
Caesar salad

Burger of the day and chips
Beer battered fish, chips and salad

Available Monday to Friday  

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $380.00 
was won the number was 71, this week it 
ommences at $100.00 and will be drawn 
between 6.00 – 7.00pm.

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge, 7.00pm 
draw for $140.00 was not won the number was 
701, this week it jackpots to $160.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth 
$1050.00 was not won the number was 577, this 
week it jacpots to $1050.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $280.00 
was not won the number was 120, this week it 
jackpots to $300.00.   LTPS/19/36118

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$500.00 was won last week the number was 660, 
this week it commences at $500.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTPS/19/36118

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

Birthday vouchers each month are also available 
at the bar at the beginning of the month.

Wednesday Nights from 6.00pm - $11.00 Pizzas 
and $6.00 Pints

Thursday Nights – Chicken Schnitzel Night - 
$12.50 – Members only

Saturday Nights – Steak Night - $12.50 OR order 
any meal off the A la carte menu and get one 
kids meal for free – Members only

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL 

MENU

HAPPY HOUR
Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon

Member’s prices 
 $3.50 schooners and $2.50 middies

BISTRO HOURS 
Lunch 12noon – 2.00pm

Evening 6.00pm to 8.00pm/8.30pm

Matt Morgan

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Wednesdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO
Wednesday Night 6.30pm. Tickets on sale from 
6.00pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All 
welcome.

BOWLS
Casual bowls available. Twilight Bowls every 
Friday night. 5.30pm Roll.

GOLF
Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

CHINESE SMORGASBORD
To be confirmed

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

RESTAURANT
Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm.  Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 
12noon to 2.00pm. 

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228

WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday Raffle - November 23
Saturday Members draw, No 208, was not won – 
next week $110.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week 
$440.00

Merriwa Sports Club
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N
ew

s Sporting

 Dinner:   Loretta Cooper
 Free Ticket:   Andy Medway
 Bowls Raffle:    Scotty

Members draw - Sunday November 24
Members draw, No 298 was not won – next week 
$550.00.

Saturday December 7 Sports Club Christmas 
party. $25.00 per person, catering by Eat@153 
plus entertainment on the night as well. Make 
table bookings and tickets at the club.

Des Snelgrove
President

It was looking grim for Merriwa as the home 
side went to drinks at 2/54, with renowned 
batsmen Chapple and Ben Crowe looking set 
at the wicket. Jake was out, caught off Greg, 
for Murrurundi’s top score of 29 in the 22nd 
over. Unfortunately for Merriwa, this brought out 
another strong batsmen in JD McClymont who 
would go on to make 19 before being run out by 
Ben in the 29th over. This proved to be the critical 
turning point in the match. In the following over 
Neville bagged 2 x LBWs. Another wicket in the 
31st over left the match on a knife edge at 
7/101. Ben bowled an extraordinary 2 overs for 
2 wickets and no runs, and Greg helped close 
with a run out to have Murrurundi all out for 118, 
and Ben Crowe stranded on 23 not out . Neville 
was the pick of Merriwa’s bowlers with 3/21 from 
8, Ben had 2/0 from 2 and Greg and Seth also 
picked up a wicket each for 20 from 8 and 27 
from 8 respectively. 

Merriwa face Muswellbrook Souths at home 
from 1.00pm next Saturday; if you have a free 
afternoon, the team would love you to stop in 
for some entertaining cricket. 

Charlie Stokes

Merriwa Cricket Club
SIX IN A ROW FOR THE MERRIWA 

LIGHTNING

Merriwa played Murrurundi at Boyd 
Oval in Scone last Saturday, Merriwa 

won the toss and elected to bat first. 

Jake Chapple and JD McClymont opened the 
bowling for Murrurundi and had early success 
with the wicket of Pete Ashford in the first for 
a duck and Greg Sheehan in the forth for 12. 
Jon Osmond followed soon after in the fifth for 
six. Brad Strachan and John Maben stemmed 
the flow of wickets producing the strongest 
partnership of the innings with 52. Brad made 
28 and top scored for Merriwa and John, freshly 
promoted up the order, made 23. Seth Morgan 
started well, scoring consecutive boundaries, 
but was bowled early for eight. Ben Neauber 
marched to the middle for the first time since his 
match winning effort against the Bulls, again with 
the weight of a town on his shoulders. He batted 
solidly, however, his partners did not, with Neville 
Blackadder, Steven Ashford, Jack Fairhall and 
Mick Curteis all falling cheaply. Ben finished with 
23 not out, guiding the team to a disappointing, 
albeit competitive, 118. The best of Murrurundi’s 
bowlers were McClymont, who took 4/16 from 
5.3 overs, Jake Chapple with 3/29 from 8 and 
Shane Tuckwell with 2/16 from 8. 

Merriwa needed a strong start in the field to 
have any hope of winning. Brad and Neville 
lifted confidence with a maiden and a wicket 
maiden respectively for the first 2 overs. After 8 
overs Murrurrundi were 1 for 12. Aaron Mepham 
and Jake Chapple settled into their innings with 
all the time in the world to run down Merriwa’s 
total. 

Merriwa RLF Club
Coaching position for 2020 Reserve Grade and 
Ladies League Tag is now open. Please forward 
your letter of application to merriwarlfc@yahoo.
com or send to PO BOX 147, Merriwa NSW 2329 
before Friday November 29.

Sponsorship letters are now out, please check 
your emails. If you would like your business on 
the back of one of the jerseys, please respond 
ASAP, as it will be first in best dressed for numbers.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday December 
3 please see Facebook for more information. 

Jessyca Morgan

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 

place your articles 
and advertisements into 

the 
Merriwa Ringer 

by Mondays, at 12.00 noon
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COACHING APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR 
THE 2020 SEASON!

If you would like to coach our Junior Magpies 
please get in touch with Fiona Morgan 0418 417 
186 or fionamorgan6@bigpond.com to receive 
your application form. Applications will close 
December 16. 

We are looking to field teams in Under 6’s – Under 
16’s and Under 12, Under 14 and Under 16 Girls 
League Tag.

You MUST have a Working With Children Check 
and Coaching qualification or willing to obtain 
one in the new year. 

We would love to have you part of our Junior 
Magpie community!

Thank you all who came to our Monster Toy Raffle 
on Sunday, it was a great success! It was lovely 
to see so many supporting our club to raise funds 
that will help throughout 2020.

Many thanks to those who sold tickets Friday and 
Saturday mornings, especially Eva Towler who 
graciously donates her time to support so many 
local groups we really appreciate your help!

Our next committee meeting is Monday 
December 2 at 6.00pm Merriwa RSL Club, all 
welcome.

Fiona Morgan

Merriwa JRLF Club

Merriwa Little A’s
GOOD LUCK to our 17 Merriwa athletes travelling 
to Metford this weekend for the Hunter Zone 
Championships. Zones is the pathway for our 
athletes aspiring to make it to Regionals and 
State so GO TEAM MERRIWA!

Sincere thanks to Jamie Munro for doing extra 
training sessions with our Zone team over the 
last few weeks - very much appreciated. It is 
no doubt thanks to your great coaching and 
encouragement that no less than 12 of our 17 
Zone athletes will be hurdling this weekend! 
Thanks also to Belinda and Jackson Keane and 
Jorji Taaffe for going the extra mile with our Zone 
team. More than any other year the turn out to 
Zone training has been fantastic so thank you 
coaches, parents and of course athletes.

Super stars last week in Tots was Clancy Caban! 
Well done Clancy for trying your little heart out 
in all your events. Big brother Alby was another 
stand out in javelin while Lily Douglas impressed 
her coaches in high jump. Bella Campbell was 
sensational in sprints, congratulations Bella!  
Rhianna Hunt put in a fabulous fast finish in her 
200m, even after more than a few laps in the 
pool. Great to see you putting in so much effort 
girls.

Special mention to new comers Roy Lawler and 
Sean Ryan. Roy jumped a huge 1.25 metres in 
high jump and did some cracking javelin throws 
while Sean has been keen as mustard attending 
every training session and Zone training to 
perfect his new found skills in hurdles and triple 
jump. Your enthusiasm boys is contagious!

Last but not least, it was brilliant to see one of 
our senior athletes Dylan Keane realise his own 
talents are well and truly worth sharing last 
week. Dylan was fantastic on Monday night 

encouraging the juniors in high jump and 
demonstrating his own near perfect technique. 
You  have an abundance of talent and I think 
it might have shocked you a little to realise you 
can be a great coach. Well done Dylan.

See you down the track.

Tash Taaffe
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Merriwa Central School P&C  
are once again hosting this year’s 

  Christmas 
Ham and 
Prize Raffle 
at the Merriwa RSL Club 

   When: Thursday December 19 
 Starting at 7.30pm 
20 Hams + Prizes           

to be won 

 

Tickets on sale from 
6.30pm on the night 

Show your support for 
Merriwa Central School 
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The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy 
of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not 
constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers 
indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or proceedings whatsoever 

arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 

spelling and terminology.

Community Calendar

MCS in touch with our community

MERRIWA
Ringer

DECEMBER

Tuesday 3 Merriwa Campdraft Annual General Meeting - Merriwa 
RSL Club - 6.30pm

Thursday 5 Community Christmas Party  - Vennacher Street - 5.00pm 
to 7.00pm

Friday 6 Merriwa Anglican Women’s Guild - Christmas Street Stall

Saturday 7 Merriwa Old Boys Club - Christmas Meeting and BBQ - 
Merriwa RSL - Meeting at 4.00pm - BBQ from 5.00pm

Sunday 8 Carols in the Park - Apex Park - 7.00pm

Thursday 19 Merriwa Central School P and C Ham Raffles - Merriwa RSL 
Club - 7.30pm

NOVEMBER

Friday 29 Merriwa Red Cross - Christmas Street Stall


