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Merriwa Little Athletics Club
What a brilliant start to the final leg of the 2018/19 season with the Merriwa Athletics Masterclass 
held on Saturday!

32 athletes came from Singleton, Greta, Baerami, Scone and Aberdeen to join Merriwa athletes 
in an intense six hour workshop with accredited coaches Matt Horsnell, Peter and Charlie Gentz, 
Bronwyn and Simon White who are all training athletes at national and international level. Elite 
hurdlers Tiahna Skelton and Mitchell Lightfoot joined world class high jumper Bella Stewart from 
Narrabri to demonstrate some of their sensational skills, causing more than a few jaws to drop! 
Gee they were good and so willing to help the kids - we will no doubt be seeing them at the 
Commonwealth Games and Olympics in years to come. 

So many brilliant moments – Amelia Clarke and Joshua Sawley when they realised they really 
CAN high jump WELL! Grace Campbell and Georgia Maben ‘lapped up’ the hurdles sessions like 
determined sponges. Darcy Taaffe absolutely loved the running technique session with marathon 
runner Simon. Jorji Taaffe completely fell in love with hurdles again with Peter and Mitchell while 
Dylan Keane, Ben Patterson, Thomas Campbell and Cody Bates benefited greatly under the 
watchful eye of jumps coach Matt putting in some great high and triple jumps. Rachel and Rhianna 
Hunt keep lifting the bar across the board, well done girls. Love your enthusiasm and determination! 
Blake Clarke and Isabel Williams were little rippers in the juniors, having a ball in the skills and drills. 

Awesome effort Dominic McDonald and Samuel Williams for completing three tough sessions in the 
morning – you guys were on fire!  Annabelle Hunt made my day when she tugged on my shirt to tell 
me it was the best ‘clinic’ ever while her brother Thomas never fails to impress sparking the attention 
of hurdles coach Peter with his effortless hurdle style. Jackson, good on you for having a crack at 
the skills and drills – we know your passions lie elsewhere!

Continues on page 26 and 27
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Deputy Principal’s Report
Merriwa Central 

School

provide opportunities to our students. Throughout 
the year our students will be presented with a 
range of performances and excursions that will 
enhance their learning. I encourage everyone to 
take advantage of each of these opportunities 
as they arise. Should assistance be required 
please feel free to contact the school.

Uniform is an important aspect of our school. 
We are proud to support the uniform that is 
endorsed by our P and C. The introduction of 
a unisex blue polo is already being adopted 
by students which is great to see. Secondary 
students are reminded that they are required 
to wear appropriate footwear (black leather, 
covered in shoes) in order to participate in 
Science and Technology lessons. Out of uniform 
hats are not permitted.

Our mobile phone policy remains in place. 
Mobile phones are not to be brought to school. 
If they are students, are to hand them in to the 
office at the start of the day and sign them out 
at home time. Students who have their phones 
at school will have them confiscated for a week 
and will need to be collected by a parent or 
guardian. If at any time you would like to get a 
message to your child please contact the office 
and they will pass the message on.

This week our teaching staff and learning 
support officers attended Visible Wellbeing 
training in Muswellbrook as part of an Upper 
Hunter initiative. All schools in our community are 
undertaking this training to develop a deeper 
understanding of cultivating and maintaining 
wellbeing. This opportunity has been made 
possible by the Where there’s a Will foundation 
and we are grateful for their support.

The school bell times in secondary have 
changed for the commencement of the school 

Welcome back 
to 2019! I have 
extended my role 
for Term 1 2019 and 
will be the Relieving 
Deputy Principal 
at Merriwa Central 
School. I will also be 
the Deputy Principal 
Student Wellbeing 
for 2019. 

I will strive to work 
with students, 
parents and the 
community to 

What a busy first week back, new students, 
new staff, new kindy and swimming carnival. Mr 
Grant as usual did a fantastic job organising the 
swimming carnival, and this time he managed 
to organise perfect weather for the day. Can 
you believe the students had jumpers on after a 
week of 40C temperatures?

SCRIPTURE

Our combined churches offer scripture each 
year to students in Kindergarten-Year 6 once per 
fortnight. The aim is not to push any particular 
brand of religion, however to introduce children 
to Christian teachings - hence the combined 
approach. It culminates each year with our 
nativity concert.

If parents do not wish their children to participate, 
we ask that they send a note into the school. 
During this time staff will organise alternate 
activities for the children.

LOCAL EXCURSIONS

Throughout the year students Kindergarten-Year 
6 will participate in local excursions. This usually 
involves walking to various venues around 
town eg between the primary and secondary 
campus, tennis courts, the swimming pool, 
sports grounds, and RSL Club. Notice to parents 
is usually provided in the Ringer.

FACILITIES UPGRADE

Mr Gibbons has been busy on the primary 
campus over the break and has constructed 
a new sand play area for students. It should be 
completed and ready for “matchbox cars” in 
the coming weeks.

Contractors will be working in secondary 
building new storage sheds for our sports store 
and a workshop at the Ag Farm. We hope to 
have this work completed within the fortnight.

Darren Noonan
Principal

Principal’s Report



Merriwa RingerPage 4

• Junior Girls’ Champion: Paige Walker
• Runner-up: Olympia Magnus
• Junior Boys’ Champion: Alexander Googe 
• Runner-up: Ty Blackadder
• 11years Girls’ Champion: Katana Magnus
• Runner-up:  Lilly Turner
• 11years Boys’ Champion:  Rory Wallings 
• Runner-up: Cameron Loft and Ty-John 

Marshall
• Senior Girls’ Champion: Makayla 

Mobberley 
• Runner-up: Brooke Sampson
• Senior Boys’ Champion:  Mervyn Crane-

Turner
• Runner-up: Logan Brazier

ASSEMBLY DATES

During each school term, we hold two or 
three assemblies to celebrate student success 
and entertain friends of our school with class 
performances.  Our first assembly for 2019 will 
be held on Friday, February 22 commencing at 
2.15pm. We will be presenting house captain 
badges and swimming ribbons at this assembly.

ZONE SWIMMING NEWS

A number of children will be representing 
our school at the zone swimming carnival. 
This year, the zone trials are being held at the 
Scone Swimming Pool, on Tuesday, February 19. 
Students whose times from our carnival have 
met qualifying times will receive an information 
sheet and permission note tomorrow. Please 
contact the office for further information.

WHAT IS BEST START?

This week, all Kindergarten children in NSW 
schools will be participating in “Best Start”.  The 
Best Start Kindergarten Assessment is a literacy 
and numeracy assessment conducted for all 
Kindergarten students in the first five weeks 
of school. Best Start Kindergarten has been 
conducted in all NSW public schools since 2010. 
Best Start Kindergarten Assessment identifies 
student’s literacy and numeracy skills on entry to 
Kindergarten and will build upon teaching and 
learning programs that support students in the 
transition to school.

For further information, please contact the 
Infants Assistant Principal, Miss Garbellini, or 
our Instructional Leader, Mrs Megan Sevil. You 
can also go to https://education.nsw.gov.au/
teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-
and-numeracy/best-start

year. Students have a much shorter roll call time. 
It is important that all students are at school prior 
to the first bell so they can be at roll call which 
concludes at 9.00am. 

Primary Report
SWIMMING CARNIVAL

After some incredibly hot weather, our swimming 
carnival was held in almost cool conditions on 
Friday last. It was a fantastic day with so many 
girls and boys swimming in their first ever carnival. 
We are very grateful to Mr Grant and other 
secondary staff and students for encouraging 
all of the primary children, for helping them to 
overcome their nerves, for cheering them on 
and for including us in a quality event.

All ribbons, including those for 25m events, will 
be presented at our first assembly in Week 4.

Three primary students were repeatedly 
outstanding in their kindness, determination 
and sportsmanship throughout the day – Torah 
Coles, Ashton Marchese and Mervyn Crane-
Turner demonstrated all three and really started 
their school year well!

The 2019 swimming champions for primary 
are below. These students will receive their 
championship pennants at the Presentation 
evening in December.

I would like to thank the 
anonymous donor who 
donated 20 book packs 
to support drought 
affected students in 
Years 7 -10. 

Finally I would like to 
pay my respect to 
all members of our 
community who were 
nominated for Australia 

Day awards. We are very fortunate to be part 
of such a strong and productive community. 
It would have been wonderful to see how well 
Shai Blackadder (School Achievement award) 
and Teianna Taylor(Creative Arts Excellence 
award) spoke upon receiving their awards. 

I look forward to seeing how all of our students 
develop throughout their subjects and look 
forward to seeing our next generation of leaders 
emerge.

Sharon Kenaly
Relieving Deputy Principal
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CLAIM THE DATE – CHOOSE MATHS FAMILY NIGHT

We encourage all families of Infants and Primary 
children to set aside Thursday evening, March 12! 
On this evening, we will be hosting an evening 
of fun maths activities and games for adults and 
children! More information will follow. 

Mrs Kate Jones
Primary Assistant Principal

TECHNOLOGY MANDATORY SYLLABUS

The new Technology Mandatory Syllabus for 
Years 7-8 is in operation as from 2019. The 
programs for this new syllabus have been 
written and teachers have started using them.  
Technology Mandatory engages students in 
design and production activities as they develop 
solutions to identified needs and opportunities. 
Through the practical application of knowledge 
and understanding they learn about Agriculture 
and Food Technologies, Digital Technologies, 
Engineered Systems and Material Technologies.

NSW syllabuses are inclusive of the learning 
needs of all students. Syllabuses accommodate 
teaching approaches that support student 
diversity, including students with special 
education needs, gifted and talented students, 
and students learning English as an additional 
language or dialect (EAL/D). Students may have 
more than one learning need.

I would like to welcome Anna Sansom as the new 
TAS teacher at our school. Anna is a qualified 
woodwork and metal work teacher. She has 
been teaching at Rutherford High School.  
Anna has been appointed at our school on a 
permanent basis. 

Secondary Report

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Last Friday, Merriwa Central School hosted 
its annual swimming carnival attracting keen 
competitors and participants alike. While the 
weather certainly favoured supervising staff, it 
left a few students a tad chilly after their events. 

I would like to personally thank the staff and 
students who assisted with set up on the day 
and the pool staff for their efforts in feeding a 
lot of hungry mouths and having the venue so 
welcoming. 

Unfortunately, this year Oxley failed to find the 
inspiration to lift from their lows last year and 
rise for a more sterling effort, in what will be my 
last opportunity to cheer them on in the pool. 
Oxley finished the day on 247 points. Wentworth 
benefited from a number of students who threw 
their hands up and went in every event, finishing 
on the podium with 468 points. Blaxland was 
lifted to second by some extremely competitive 
swimmers, however their overall participation 
was low finishing in 581 points compared to 
Lawson on 846. The majority of Lawson’s points 
can be put down to students showing up on the 
day and trying their best in every opportunity. 
As marshall, I was impressed by the number of 
events that had three or four Lawson swimmers 
competing. Well done Lawson on your effort 
and win.

Congratulations to the age champions for 2019.

• Junior Boys – Alexander Googe
• 11 Year Boys – Rory Wallings
• Senior Boys – Mervyn Crane-Turner
• 12 Years Boys – Kawiti Lumby
• 13 Boys – Dylan Keane
• 14 Boys – Aaron Hamson
• 15 Boys – Hunter Marsh
• 17+ Boys – Jackson Keane
• Junior Girls – Paige Walker
• 11 Girls – Katana Magnus
• Senior Girls – Makayla Mobberley
• 12 Girls – Alyssa Carrall
• 13 Girls – Josie Porter
• 14 Girls – Natasha Marsh
• 15 Girls – Rebecca Keegan
• 16 Girls – Mackenzie Blackadder
• 17 Girls – Elly Blackadder.

Chad Grant
Sports Coordinator

Year 12 VET students will be attending a work 
placement experience in Week 5 of Term 1 2019.

Charlie James
Relieving Head Teacher VET
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Sandy Hollow 
Public School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

I trust everyone had a wonderful and relaxing 
holiday and have returned refreshed and ready 
for another exciting year of learning at Sandy 
Hollow. 

Welcome to all our new students and their 
families. I know they will settle in quickly and find 
our friendly students easy to get along with.

Term 1 is already looking to be an exciting term. 
We start lawn bowls in a few weeks, which is 
funded through our Sporting Schools grant. We 
also have Healthy Harold, Harmony Day, Clean 
Up Australia Day, No Way to Bullying Day and 
the Easter Hat Parade to look forward to.

We have, had a few changes with staff this 
year. Mrs Darlington will teach Kinder-Year 1-2 
Monday—Wednesday and Ms Higgins will teach 
Kinder-Year 2 Thursday and Friday.  Mrs Parker, 
will teach Year 3-4-5-6 full time. Ms Bullock has 
taken some leave this year.

This year we will focus on student wellbeing, 
differentiated learning and improving teacher 
capacity.

I look forward to working with the school and 
community to ensure our students are given 
every opportunity to fulfill their potential.

WELCOME TO OUR KINDERGARTEN CLASS

Last Wednesday our new Kindergarten students 
started. We welcome them and their families 
to our school. We look forward getting to know 
them as they settle into Big School! 

 SAFER INTERNET DAY

On Tuesday, Sandy Hollow Public School students 
in Years 3-6 participated in a variety of activities 

THANK YOU MERRIWA 
IGA

Merriwa Central 
School would like to 
thank the Merriwa 
IGA for their generous 
support by donating 
fruit trays to both 
the Primary and 
Secondary canteens 
each week to assist 
in providing healthy 
eating in line with our 

healthy eating programs in our school canteens.

Donna Thorley
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Pauline Bullock

GETTING INVOLVED IN SCHOOL BANKING IS 
EASY!

All you need to get involved in the School 
Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank 
Youthsaver account. You can open an account 
for your child in one of two ways:  

1. Online - Visit commbank.com.au/
schoolbanking and click on the link to open 
a Youthsaver account. 

2. In branch

Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with 
identification for yourself and your child, like a 
driver’s licence and birth certificate.

If your child has an existing Commonwealth 
Bank Youthsaver account they can start 
banking straight away. They just need to bring 
their deposit in every week on School Banking 
day using their Dollarmites deposit wallet. 

SCHOOL BANKING DAY IS WEDNESDAY

If you would like to know more about School 
Banking, please ask for a 2019 School Banking 
program information pack from the school office 
or visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking

as part of this worldwide event designed to 
promote safe internet use. Safer Internet Day is 
an opportunity to raise awareness of the safe and 
positive use of digital technology, and to explore 
the role we can all play in creating a better and 
safer online community. Coordinated by the 
Office of the eSafety Commissioner nationally, 
and celebrated in 130 countries, this year’s 
theme is ‘Together for a better Internet.’ Sandy 
Hollow Public School is supporting Safer Internet 
Day by engaging our students in a variety of 
activities to increase awareness of cyber safety 
and participating in a virtual classroom. Help 
spread the word and raise awareness about 
the importance of respect online. To see what 
others are doing, or to find out how you can get 
involved on the day visit: 

esafety.gov.au/saferinternetday 

SCHOOL BANKING

Sandy Hollow Public  School is excited to offer the 
Commonwealth Bank School Banking program 
to all students.

School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging 
way for young Australians to learn about money 
and develop good savings habits. Children who 
deposit money into their Youthsaver account 
throught School Banking will earn an exciting 
reward evertime they reach 10 deposits.   

The rewards available during 2019 are:                           

• Scented Stackable Highlighters

• Snowy Origami Set                   

• Icicle Slapband Ruler                              

• Yeti Fluffly Notepad                                          

• Arctic Owl Fluffy Keyring

• Scratch Art Cards

• Water Skimming Bounce Ball

• Polar Pencils and Pencil Toppers

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

WELCOME BACK

Welcome back to another year at St Joseph’s! 
Although I have only been at the school for 
a week, I can see how much dedication, 
professionalism and hard work our Teachers, 
Learning Support Assistants, Ancilliary Staff and 
of course, who could forget, Mrs Gilbey, who 
does a wonderful job in the office. I would like 
to thank every staff member from the bottom of 
my heart for their welcoming nature and for the 
wonderful start to my time here.

It is wonderful to see how hard your children 
are working so early in the piece. One of our 
main goals in our School Improvement Plan in 
2019 is to improve the standard of Literacy and 
Numeracy and this is evident in the diligent 
approach students have made to their work. The 
children’s smiling faces and positive attitudes in 
the yard have given me a great welcome and 
have made my job very enjoyable.

I’d also like to thank you, the parents / caregivers, 
for entrusting us to deliver high quality, Catholic 
Education for your precious children. A high 
standard of education with a Christ-centred 
focus, wellbeing of students, teachers and 
families and a strong presence in the Merriwa 
community are important to us and I would 
hope, important to you as well. Together, we 
can make St Joseph’s an even better place to 
be.

We welcome our new families and students to 
St Joseph’s: Abbey and her parents Joanne 
and Ian; Isla and her parents Megan and Roger 
(lovely to have you back!); Lily and her parents 
Katie and Luke; Noah and his parents Marion 
and Mick; and the new siblings who join us this 
year – Archy, Charlie and Eddison.

I wish you all many blessings for your time here 
and hope you get the best experience from us.

We welcome in a more permanent capacity, 
Ms Bradshaw, who will be our Librarian (Learning 
Hub) teacher in 2019. Library will be on Tuesdays 
in 2019, with sport, at this stage on a Wednesday.

Sadly we farewell two of our students, Justin and 
Jensen, who have moved on for family reasons. 
We wish each of you and your families all the 
best for the future.

ABOUT MR BORG

A very quick blurb about myself. I have been 
teaching for 19 years and began my career 
in a public school in the Western Suburbs of 
Melbourne with 52 nationalities and 1100 
students!

I moved to Singleton with my wife, Amy, who 
works as an Oral Health Therapist and took up 
my first Catholic School appointment in 2008 in 
Singleton, at St Catherine’s Catholic College. I 
moved to St Patrick’s Cessnock in 2012 to take up 
my first Executive role, as a Primary Coordinator. 
In 2014, I was seconded to the Catholic Schools 
Office to work on a Mathematics Project within 
the Diocese. In 2015, I was appointed as Assistant 
Principal of St James’ Muswellbrook, a role which 
I have greatly enjoyed. During this time, I have 
had two term length stints as Acting Principal. 

I have two daughters, Jessica, 11 years old and 
Hannah, 9 years old. My hobbies mostly include 
sports (mostly watching them as I get older and 
slower). Being a Melbournian, my main sport is 
AFL but I also love my cricket and soccer.

I am very excited to be taking up this position in 
Term One and looking forward to what this term 
brings for not only myself, but for St Joseph’s 
Merriwa.

COMMUNICATION

I would like to make communication a key 
feature of ensuring parents are fully informed of 
anything which happens at St Joseph’s. To this 
end, we suggest you ‘like’ our Facebook Page, 
which can be found at this link: 

https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsmerriwa/

Our newsletters remain the primary source 
of communication. These will continue on a 
fortnightly basis via email and the Skoolbag app. 
Please take the time to read each newsletter to 
avoid missing key information.

KINDERGARTEN START THEIR JOURNEY 

It was terrific to welcome our new Kindergarten 
students to St Joseph’s! We hope that their 
learning and spiritual journey is one that we can 
support for many years to come. 

It was fantastic to welcome our new Kindergarten 
families to the school on Monday February 4 
with a wonderful morning tea, organised by 
the teachers and parents of Year One students. 
I would like to personally thank all of the staff 
and parents who organised morning tea for our 
Kindergarten parents and generously gave up 
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their time to clean up afterwards. 

VISIBLE WELLBEING

On our Pupil Free Day January 30, all teaching 
staff travelled to St Joseph’s Aberdeen to work 
on Visible Wellbeing, which continues to build 
momentum in our Upper Hunter Cluster of 
schools, thanks in no small part to the work of 
the Where there’s a Will Foundation. Staff were 
fully engaged in a terrific professional learning 
experience, focused on relationships and 
coping skills. 

Relationships are essential to a positive schooling 
experience. The way we treat one another, 
interact with one another and the sense that 
students belong to a community, is extremely 
important. Loneliness is a well-researched major 
factor into poor mental health and academic 
results. Being connected to others and to a 

very honoured to be a part of. It was such a buzz 
seeing students assisting their teachers, serving 
the school community and just interacting with 
one another and getting along so beautifully. 
Thank you to all the students and parents who 
introduced themselves to me on that day and 
made me feel very welcome on my first day at 
the school. My daughters, Jessica and Hannah 
were so excited that they begged to come to 
the school!

SWIMMING PRESENTATION 

Last Friday we recognised the achievements of 
our swimmers by presenting the ribbons from our 
carnival held in December. We congratulate 
all students on their efforts and particularly their 
sportsmanship. Special congratulations to our 
age champions: 

• 8 years – Chad Booth 
community makes a tremendous 
difference. 

School belongingness (What 
schools need to know about 
fostering school belonging; Allen, 
Kern, Vella-Broderick, Hattie, 
Waters [2016]), from a reported  
study of 67,378 students over a 
20 year period; that students who 
feel that they belong at school 
reported:

• Higher levels of happiness

• Better mental health

• A higher capacity to  
 adapt and adjust to issues

• A higher self-esteem

• Stronger self-identity

John Hattie, leading 
educational researcher, 
states that if we create the 
conditions for learning and 
connectedness to teachers 
and if students feel like they 
belong to a school community, 
that they are more ready to 
learn. 

An excellent example of 
how St Joseph’s Merriwa 
makes students and families 
feel welcome, included 
and embody that sense 
of belonging is the annual 
Belonging Day, which I was 
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• 9 years – Jye Bates, Rihanna Hunt 

• 10 years – Ben Patterson, Lula Peebles 

• 11 years – Nate Brown, Ava Peel 

• 12 years – Cody Bates, Darcy Taaffe 

• 13 years – Jack Shannon, Helena Parker 

• 14 years – Paddy Wong.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

• February 11 – Opening School Mass 9.15am

• February 12 – World of Maths incursion

• February 15 – Regional Swimming Carnival 
(Singleton)

I hope you all have a terrific fortnight ahead. If 
you have any queries, questions, comments or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to come and 
see me, contact me by phone or email me.

God Bless!

Mr Ashley Borg
Acting Principal

ashley.borg@mn.catholic.edu.au

Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

ability to model appropriate behaviour and 
attitude at school and assisted in making Tia feel 
very welcome into Kindergarten. 

Sophie discussed and wrote her information 
report about her holiday with improving detail, 
interesting word choice and showed her effort to 
change the beginnings and type of sentences. 

She listened attentively and showed 
independency by working through mathematical 
inquiries. 

While working with Mrs Nairne, Sophie’s reflection 
of her own learning was impressive as she spoke 
about wanting to work on developing the 
quality and quantity to her writing in preparation 
for high school. She also suggested that fractions 
and decimals was an area of mathematics 
where she required further learning. 

Sophie represented Cassilis at the Merriwa 
Central School Carnival last Friday. She 
challenged herself to move out of her comfort 
zone by attending and swimming. Sophie 
came a very impressive first in the 50m freestyle 
and second in the 25m breaststroke. She was 
very proud of herself and congratulated other 
competitors during the day. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  - 
SOPHIE ANDERSON 

Sophie has earned this 
award because of her 
positive behaviour, effort 
in work and challenging 
herself to achieve 
impressive goals. 

She displayed a consistent 

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 



Merriwa Ringer Page 13

I apologise for not mentioning in last week’s 
newsletter about the change of date for this 
term. 

Sport is now each Thursday and Library is now 
each Friday.

CAPTAIN’S REPORT 

by Sophie Anderson

Welcome to reading my first Captain’s report 
for 2019. I would like to welcome back students 
and staff both old and new. We look forward to 
a great year of learning inside and outside the 
classroom.

Wednesday we began our first day back. We 
learnt to sew a running stitch using cardboard 
and the first letter of our name. Everyone really 
enjoyed this activity and completed it.

Wednesday afternoon we looked at our new 
Science topic with Mrs Strachan.

Thursday afternoon we travelled to Coolah for 
our first swimming lesson for 2019. The water was 
nice and refreshing.

Each Friday children will borrow from the library 
and have a scripture lesson with Mrs Parker. It 
was great to see everyone’s smiling faces. I look 
forward to Week 2!

CASSILIS RODEO SUCCESS!

What another spectacular weekend for the 
Cassilis Rodeo Committee. A huge well done to 
everyone involved on their months and months 
of tireless volunteer work to organise the event. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
students at our school by volunteering on 
the gate. We really appreciated your efforts, 
especially to the people who volunteered and 
no longer have children attending our school 
and also to Cassilis staff members and their 
partners. A percentage of the gate takings 
is given to the Cassilis P and C and is used to 
support the students throughout the year 
especially with reducing the costs of excursions 
and literacy and numeracy resources. 

I want to especially thank Mrs Fiona Cornish and 
Mrs Stacey Anderson who are both incredibly 
busy in their own lives already and kindly took 
on the organising role for the gate and canteen. 

SWIMMING SCHEME

Because of her behaviour, positive attitude and 
effort, Sophie has been invited to attend other 
activities with Merriwa throughout the year.

Congratulations Sophie on achieving this award. 
You should feel very proud of yourself.

CHANGE OF SPORTS DAY AND LIBRARY

Last week the school held its first swimming lesson 
for 2019. As part of our four week program (5 
weeks of lessons will be held in late Term 4 2019) 
the students have been focusing on individual 
swimming skills. 

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE WHEN YOUR CHILD CAN 
SWIM?

For a child to ‘Learn to Swim’ they need to 
practice, practice and practice correct 
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breathing, kick, getting their face wet and 
stroke (arms). The majority of our students are 
focusing on feeling more confident in the water, 
respecting that the water is an area which has a 
higher risk of safety and using freestyle arms and 
kicking legs to move through the water.  

I apologise for the lack of swimming photos. We 
were so engaged with our lessons we forgot to 
take any. We will try to capture the efforts of our 
students this week.   

OUR RELIEVING INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER (IL) 
POSITION

While Helen Gray is taking leave for Term 1, Mrs 
Erin Strachan will be performing the IL role. This 
role focuses on the following elements and I 
am very confident of Mrs Strachan’s expertise 
and capacity to effectively undertake this role. 
She brings a wealth of experience on infants 
learning with her to Cassilis and has already 
started making strong relationships with all the 
students.   

Thomas drew 
a unicorn this 
morning and 
constructed the 
sentence: ‘I am 
a unicorn with 
a carrot on my 
head.’

Skylah tells Tia about the long fox near the shed 
that Gordie and Paul saw.

Gordie demonstrated to Ben one efficient 
strategy to measure a curved line.

Katie Burgess
Teaching Principal

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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GETTING READY TO XPLOR     

This term we are focusing on the fifth learning 
outcome which highlights how essential 
effective communication is among children 
and the many modes of communication that 
children engage with. 

A computer has been added to our emerging 
office area and has proven extremely popular. 
Many of the children already demonstrate firm 
knowledge in this area, backspacing and typing 
on the keyboard. They have been enjoying 
the paint programme and use the icons to  
create and erase art works. Phones, paper 
and pens also encourage communication and 
the children have enjoyed large social areas 
of play and have been practicing how to tell 
each other what they need for productive and 
sustained experiences.

During group time we have been establishing 
rules and discussing sharing, waiting and turn 
taking. We have investigated the concept of 
asking a question and a new book is circulating 
to families this year which is intended to be filled 
with lots of questions from the children.

It is very exciting times already. 

More than ever we are surrounded by a range 
of texts, especially digital texts and children and 
educators alike need to learn to master new 
platforms of communication.

Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre

your service door;

• Keeps a record of who is coming and going 
from the service;

• Provides a feed of information about their 
child’s activities throughout the day;

• It keeps a safe and secure record of a 
child’s development, learning and educator 
observations;

• It provides easier communication between 
educators and parents, and maintains a 
record of this communication for future 
reference;

• Keeps a record of fees, payments, rebates 
and automates account statements;

• Provides a friendly support desk open 7.00am 
to 7.00pm weekdays to resolve any issues 
and a tech team that is always improving 
the software to suit our customer needs and 
feedback;

• ...and so much more!

We will be sending out a quick start guide to 
families in the next week.

Some parents may not have received their 
welcome email from our centre administrator 
- if this is you, do not fret, your centre admin 
will be able to send you this email when your 
information is logged into Xplor. 

If you have any questions about the platform 
and can’t find the answers you are looking for, 
our team at the Pre-School and Activity Centre 
is always available.

With thanks, 

Leah FolppThis year our Pre-School and 
Activity Centre are making 
the move to a brand new 
software package Xplor. In the 
near future, it will completely 
replace the current ‘Kept Me’ 
and ‘skoolbag’ platforms that 
we have been using to digitally 
communicate with families. 

Xplor is here to connect parents 
to their children and their 
educators on one automated 
platform.

The Xplor app has many features 
tailored to suit parents needs:

• Sign in and sign out children 
through the HUB (an iPad) at 
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ANGUS PEEBLES ROTARY SCHOLARSHIP

ROTARY MERRIWA started the Angus Peebles 
bursaries in 1990/1. The first student to be 
awarded the scholarship was Edwina Daniel.

Since then there have been many, many 
successful recipients. Recent awardees include 
Liam Cronin, John Cronin, Georgia Cameron, 
Victoria Cottle and Brydie Moore

Our club’s purpose has been to provide start up 
funds and encouragement for Merriwa based 
students, regardless of the school which they 
have attended, going on to post-HSC studies.

This year, we accepted an invitation from the 
Merriwa Country Education Foundation to join 
them and the Welcoming Centre for combined 
interviews and two of our members became 
part of a panel of six.

Three applicants, were interviewed. All had 
greatly different hopes on where their futures 
would take them. All interviewed very well 
and impressed the panel. They were worthy 
applicants whom the interviewers had no 
difficulty in deciding to help.

After discussions, the panel decided to subsidise 
each equally.

Merriwa Rotary has many projects and 
commitments. $2,000.00 had been allocated 
for our Angus Peebles bursary and our 
representatives agreed to divide this amount 
equally between the three worthy applicants.

As regards the future, our club, with a new board 
for 2019/20, will have to decide if this is to be 
the way the club will continue to offer student 
help, in the future, or whether we shall return to 
providing our student support in the traditional 
Rotary Merriwa way, with our club to decide 
how money, all raised by us from the public, can 
be best put to use. The  words “ANGUS PEBLES 
SCHOLARSHIP” have an indestructible link to 
Merriwa Rotary.

Best wishes and good fortune to the girls we 
interviewed! You all deserve to do well!

Finally...Our thanks to the Merriwa Veterinary 
Practice which has really supported us and given 
marvellous support to our Rotary Scholarships.

Mark Smith

Merriwa Rotary NewsAnglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Women’s Guild Meeting - First Thursday Monthly
Messy Church - Parish Hall - Last Friday Monthly: 
3.30pm 

REFLECTION: EPIPANY 6 – LUKE 5:1-11
Today’s Gospel brings to a close trilogy 
of episodes focussing on Jesus’ mission to 
announce the good news of God’s love to 
the poor, the sinners, and the outcasts. What 
Jesus announced in Nazareth he now lives out 
by the Sea of Galilee in the choice of his first 
followers. Luke borrowed this ‘call story’ from 
Mark’s Gospel but made significant additions 
in Jesus’ dialogue with Simon, the miraculous 
catch of fish, and Simon Peter’s response. Luke’s 
additions emphasise Peter’s doubt, “We’ve 
fished all night,” and his unworthiness, “I am a 
sinful man.” But this is just the type of person Jesus 
announced that he has come to welcome. 
Peter qualifies as a disciple.

Keep in mind that this Gospel was written for 
a Christians community living fifty years after 
Jesus’ death. In Peter, later Christians can see 
a person like themselves. Peter is a person 
of common sense and he reluctantly takes 
advice from this wandering preacher who has 
arrived in Capernaum. But when God does 
act, he responds with faith and humility. Don’t 
take Peter’s response for granted because it is 
familiar. There are other ways he could have 
reacted - made excuses, become cynical or 
even angry at being shown up. Peter recognises 
God’s power at work and knows his own human 
weakness. this recognition qualifies him for 
discipleship. Knowing his unworthiness, he can 
now be invited to join Jesus. Reluctance, doubt, 
even sinfulness, are no barriers for Christian 
disciples. Self-sufficiency is. (From “Sundays 
Under the Southern Cross” by Mary Coloe PBVM).

DON’T FORGET

MESSY CHURCH - Friday March 8 at 3.30pm 
- Parish Hall. We will be having pancakes for 
Pancake Day - just a little late! Families are 
welcome to come and join us and find out what 
Messy Church is about. None in February.

HOLY EUCHARIST each Friday and Sunday at 
10.00am.

PARISH AGM - March 10 following Eucharist.

                  Rev’d Pat Kirkby
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Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Country Women’s Association 
of NSW Merriwa Pony Club 100 Club results were:

First  Cathy Constable
Second Eva Towler
Third   Bruce Rodgers

Di Patterson

Merriwa Pony Club

Gummun Place Hostel are holding a Street Stalll 
Friday Febuary 8 from 9.00am–12.00noon.

Any donations would be greatly appreciated.

Julie Wilton
Activities Officer

Gummun Place Hostel

out there, I haven’t forgotten about your 
cooking day just been busy, I will organise one 
on a weekend soon.

COMING EVENTS

We have a few exciting things coming up in the 
next couple of months.

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY

Where:   Merriwa CWA Rooms
Guest Speaker:  Celeste Bond speaking on   
   Dementia
When:   March 8

Light lunch, morning tea and lucky door prize 
available. Come and enjoy a lovely relaxing 
day.

DANCE THE DROUGHT AWAY

Where:   School of Arts
Starts:    6.00pm
When:   April 6

Good old country dance. More information to 
come.

CWA STREET STALL

Just in time for Easter. 
When:  April 18

THE MERRIWA RACES 

We will be there with our cakes, coffee and 
steak sandwiches. Hope to see you all there.

When:  April 27

OUR NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is Monday February 11 at 
10.00am at the CWA Rooms. 159 Bettington 
Street, Merriwa. New members are always 
welcome. 

Enquiries to: Penelope Fenley on 6548 3060 or or 
Kim Clydsdale on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

The CWA Rooms are available for hire at very 
reasonable rates by contacting Robyn McAlister 
on 0429 487 241. 

Kim Clydsdale

We hope everyone enjoyed their 
Christmas break.  A note to the children 

MERRIWA HOSPITAL AUXILIARY MEETING

Our first meeting for 2019 will be held at the 
Merriwa MPS Conference Room  on Friday 
February 15 at 2.00pm.  All members and 
community are invited to attend.  Hope to see 
you there.

For more information contact Elaine Sparrow on  
6548 8560.

Elaine Sparrow

Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary

CELEBRATING 101 YEARS

Happy birthday to Mrs Beryl Lewellyn for Tuesday 
February 6, 2019. We all hope you had a lovely 

Happy Birthday

day filled 
with family 
and friends.

Joan 
Morgan
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Business 
N

ew
s

Welcome back Merriwa Ringer! Good 
luck to all the school children, we hope 
it is a great year for you all.

Congratulations to the Merriwa District 
Australia Day Awards recipients. Citizen 

of the Year (shared) - Mike Gilder, Peter Saunders 
and Ita O’Regan. Young Citizen of the Year - 
Clancy Martin. Achiever of the Year - Cassandra 
McLaren. Young Achiever of the Year - Darcy 
Taaffe. Sustainability in Business - John Russell. 
Environmental Achievement - James Munro.

Our Back to School special is still available, 
come in and pick up your essential school items.

We have a great selection of new books in store. 
Here are just a few…

WINX THE AUTHORISED BIOGRAPHY BY ANDREW 
RULE

Australia’s World Champion racehorse Winx 
has become a sporting giant, transcending 
racing in the same way that Muhammad Ali 
transcends boxing and Bradman transcends 
cricket. She is described by her trainer, Chris 
Waller, as a supreme athlete, a world class 
sprinter with a freakish ability to dominate longer 
distances ‘like Usain Bolt running in 1500 metre 
races’. She is the Phar Lap of the modern age 
and one of the greatest racehorses in 300 years 
of thoroughbred racing.

Bruce McAvaney ‘One of the most remarkable 
and enjoyable sporting stories in my lifetime’.

THE BRIDGE BY PETER LALOR

The epic story of an Australian icon’ the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge’ The Bridge brings to life the 
stories of those who built it, dreamt it, and were 
drawn to it: Lennie Gwyther, the nine year 
old boy who made a 900 mile solo journey on 
horseback to witness the opening; Dr J.J.C. 
Bradfield who eventually realised his dream of 
connecting Sydney’s two shores; Vince Kelly, 
the larger than life boiler maker who fell from the 
arch and survived; and many other fascinating 
stories.

A SPARK OF LIGHT BY JODI PICOULT

One of the most fearless writers of our time 
tackles a complicated issue in this gripping & 
nuanced novel. How do we balance the rights 
of pregnant women with the rights of the unborn 
they carry? What does it mean to be a good 
parent? A Spark of Light will inspire debate, 

conversation and hopefully, understanding.

MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY BY PETER FITZSIMONS

The Mutiny on HMS BOUNTY, in the South Pacific 
on April 28, 1789, is one of history’s truly great 
stories. A tale of human drama, intrigue and 
adventure of the highest order.

COUNTRY STYLE (SPECIAL EDITION)

• Most beautiful houses for a weekend away
• Holiday Planner: Best times to explore 

regional Australia
• Country to Coast: Unique escapes from a 

working farm to a weekend surf break

OUTBACK MAGAZINE

• Back O’ Bourke and beyond
• Merino Believers
• Cunnamulla Postie
• Waterfalls in the wet

 A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT 

Let the beauty we love be what we do.

BEANIE BOO 

My name is Anora.

You’ll not see me in the park because my fur is 
really dark.

My birthday is August 28.

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 

and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

MEETING

There will be a brief meeting held for the 
volunteers of Meals on Wheels which will be 
held on Tuesday February 12 at the Merriwa 
MPS meeting rooms (located near the front 
office) at 1.00pm. Please consider coming 
along and becoming a Meals on Wheels 
volunteer.

Deirdre Peebles

Merriwa Meals on Wheels
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PLANNING . SURVEYING . PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ENGINEERING DESIGN . GIS & MAPPING

Industrial & commercial surveying    /    Land development services
Rural & residenial subdivision    /    Development applications    /    UAV & drones

Laser scanning     /    Detail & contour surveys     /    Building & road set-out

Contact.  Ross Peasley.  P. 6541 1509  M. 0478 180 175  A. 73A Bridge Street, Muswellbrook

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

This 3 bedroom home has wraparound verandahs to sit 
and enjoy the outlook and the established yard.  There are 
a number of shade trees and garden beds throughout the 
yard making it your own private oasis.  The home has 3 bed-
rooms, the main with a large set of built in robes.  There is 
a loungeroom with open fireplace, dining room with door 
leading to the verandah and a very tidy kitchen with plenty 
of cupboard and bench space.  The bathroom has a bath, 
shower and vanity and is combined with the laundry.  Plenty 
of storage space with a shed plus carport and gardens sheds 
as well.  The block is a large 1090sqm with separate gates to 
access both ends of the block. 

Lot 59 Cullingral Road,  Merriwa  $135,000.00

45 MacKenzie Street, Merriwa  $245 000.00

Fully fenced in new fencing this is an ideal grazing block, 
while having some fun as a weekender. The country 
is mostly open with a slight rise. There is access to the 
river for fishing and swimming. There is a camp area set 
up and plenty of spots to build your weekender or shed. 
Only 12km’s from Merriwa and 3 hours to Sydney it is 
conveniently located. 
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

MERRIWA 

Country Education  

Foundation 

Helping Merriwa students 

with ter�ary expenses. 
Want to apply for a bursary or 

help with a dona�on?    
  Jane Hegarty 0408 761 052 
Amanda Kemp 0457 485 150 

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

HAY CONTRACTING
Now Offering

Large Square Bales, 
Small Square Bales 
and Round Bales
All Rural contracting 

available

HANCKEL RURAL

0429 485 168
or 6548 5168

Ring Darryl on 

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 
M A M

ACCOUNTING

Email:  admin@mamandco.com.au   
Skype:  mamsydney   

Website:  www.mamandco.com.au

Professional Accounting Solutions 

161 Bettington Street, Merriwa NSW 2329
Merriwa: (02) 6548 2226  
Toll free:  1800 252 972
Sydney:  (02) 9428 6000

Appointments only

Cloud Computing
Accounting & Taxation

Strategic Planning
Estate & Succession Planning

CRAIG MACPHERSON HAULAGE 

MERRIWA 

Friendly, Reliable Service 

General freight servicing Sydney,  
Newcastle, Dubbo,  

Hunter Valley &  Interstate. 
Weekly run to Sydney every Thursday  

Contact Craig on 0408 293 448 

La Scaletta
Pizzeria

Traditional Wood-fired pizza
Friday 6.00pm to 9.00pm

Saturday 6.00pm to 
9.00pm

Call us for your next function!
Contact La Scaletta on 

6548 3005
robert.marchese@bigpond.

com
Bookings are essential!

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Phil & Cathie White

PO Box 4637
Dubbo NSW 2830

Cathie : 0439409005

sunstopper@outlook.com

Phil : 0439440321Sunstopper
Blinds & Awnings

S
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213
6548 2042

MORE THAN JUST A 
POST OFFICE One-
stop for paying (nearly) all your bills 

Business banking and personal banking 
Stationary and greeting cards - 

inexpensive, full range
Computer and technology items Mobile 

phones, starter kits and recharge 
vouchers

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm 
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Vice President: Julie Llewelyn

Secretary: Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Tammy Bradley

Publicity Officer: Keirra 
Hourn

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: 
Position vacant

Treasurer: Leanne Hunt
0487 761 253

Secretary: Kellie Porter
0432 109 760
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

        14 to 16th September!ccc

2018
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa 
Rugby League 
Football Club

President: Anthony Kelly
Senior Vice President: Kayla 

Barry
Secretary/Public Officer: 

Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
David Alker

Contact - 0427 482 095

April 
27, 

2019

Vice President - Paul 
Frampton

 

 

 

 
Merriwa District 

Progress Association Inc 
SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 3rd Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm 
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000 

Or Beron on 6548 2245 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
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will be drawn between 6.00pm – 7.00pm

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge 7.00pm 
draw for $760.00 was not won, the number was 
13, this week it jackpots to $780.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth $700.00 
was not won, the number was 155, this week it 
jackpots to $750.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $120.00 
was not won the number was 129, this week it 
jackpots to $140.00. LTPS/18/26042

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$650.00 was won last week the number was 315, 
this week it commences at $500.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

Wi-Fi – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members 
and guests.  
Birthday vouchers each month are also available 
at the bar at the beginning of the month.

Wednesday nights - from 6.00pm - Pizza’s $11.00 
and Pints $6.00.

Thursday nights - Chicken Parma and glass or 
wine or schooner beer $16.00 – members only. 

Saturday Nights – Steak and a schooner of beer 
or glass wine $16.00 – members only

Gourmet Burger Bargains – Saturday lunch 
Wagyu or lamb burgers with chips $10.00 only.

HAPPY HOUR       Thursday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
        Friday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm
        Sunday - 11.00am to 12 noon
        Friday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Members prices – $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies.

VALENTINE’S DAY – 3 Course Meal and a bottle 
of Wine $90.00 per couple. Bookings essential 
before Monday February 11.

Entree Choices – Pesto Arancini balls/Moroccan 
lamb skewers/potato skins with crispy bacon 
and cheese.

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
The Thursday Members Badge Draw for 
$100.00 was not won the number was 
76, this week it jackpots to $120.00 and 

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 24

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entree, 
mains and desserts.

Casual bowls and golf also available. Donations 
in honesty box.

Chinese/Australian Restaurant open for lunch 
Wednesday to Sunday, 12noon to 2.00pm.  
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 8.30pm. 
Closed Mondays, reopen 5.00pm Tuesday.

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228.

WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle - February 2

Saturday members draw, no 333 was not won – 
next week $200.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week 
$320.00

Dinner:   Sharon Russell
Free Tickets:   Maria Gibbons 
Bowls Raffle:    Max Barwick

Sunday February 3 

Members draw, no 242. was not won – next 
week $1000.00.

Olivia Gear

Merriwa Sports Club

Main Choices – Grilled chicken breast with 
avocado and creamy garlic sauce/Fillet 
Mignon/fresh Tasmanian crispy skinned salmon. 

BISTRO HOURS 
Lunch   12.00pm – 2.00pm
Evenings  6.00pm to 8.30pm

Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager
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What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS NOT WON AND 
IS NOW AT.... a worthwhile $1604.00.! We also 
have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts vouchers to 
be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between 
7.00-7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR
 Monday - Friday      5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and 
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro 
and on Facebook for specials.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

Please note we have new lock out rules, if a 
patron is not in the hotel by 10.00pm they will be 

refused service, by order of Management.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel

Merriwa Cricket Club

N
ew

s

The Merriwa Cricket side was at home 
this weekend for what was shaping 
up as a much anticipated ‘top of the 
table‘ clash. With only one game of 
cricket being played over the Christmas 
break and with the Aussie day long 

weekend, both sides was keen for some time on 
the oval with the finals series looming just around 
the corner.

Murrurundi won the toss and elected to bat 
first. After a showery morning and still over cast, 
there was going to be a little in the wicket for 
the bowlers until the sun came out. This certainly 
proved to be the case, with The Merriwa 
opening bowlers being almost impossible to 
score runs off. It was just the second over when 
Brad Strachan bagged the first wicket of the 
innings, bowling the Murrurundi opener for a 
duck. The line and length bowling showed in 
the run rate, when after six overs the visitors was 
1-6. And the seventh over seeing the fall of the 
second wicket to Charlie Stokes. Wickets fell in 
the 10th and 11th over and again in the 16th 
over to have the visitors in real trouble at 5-17 
after 16 overs. Some outstanding catching from 
the Merriwa seen the Murrurundi side continue 
to lose wickets and  eventually being bowled 
out for 28 after 25 overs. All bowlers took wickets 
with Charlie Stokes and Nev Blackadder both 
taking two, While Brad Strachan and Greg 
Sheehan both took three each.

Merriwa innings had some batters elevated in 
the order; however the wicket still appeared 
to have life in it for the bowlers. Merriwa lost a 
wicket in the third over and two in the fifth to be 
3-6 after 5. The sun came out over the ground 
however and Brad Strachan played a great 
short innings to knock up 24 not out to chase 
down the required 28 in the 11th over.

This win gives Merriwa breathing space at the 
top of the table and now move on to play the 
two Muswellbrook sides leading into the finals. 
Congratulations on a fantastic win and hope 
for this form to continue in the games to come 
leading up to the seasons end.

Raymond Osborne

BOWLS

MIXED BOWLS DAY - SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16 - 
Sausage Sizzle is at 12noon and bowls will start 
at 1.00pm.

Cost is $10.00 for Green fees (Children $5.00), this 
covers the sausage sizzle, free drink (beer or soft 
drink) and the game of bowls.

Come along and have some fun in a warm 
friendly atmosphere.

MIXED SOCIAL BOWLS - Every Friday morning at 
9.30am. 

BAREFOOT BOWLS - Yes it is on again! Bowls every 
Friday evening at 5.30pm. 

ORGANISING A FUNDRAISER

Why not consider holding a BOWLS GALA DAY! 
It is a fun social way to get the community 
involved.Contact the Secretary - Bruce Smith on 
0447 091 365.

All are welcome to come to any of the above 
mentioned days, this including mums, dads, kids 
and people who have never played before. 
Spare bowls are available.

Paul Cottom
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Merriwa RLFC Club
Welcome back everyone, I hope you all had a 
great Christmas and New Year.

Our pre-season training has begun. Reserve 
Grade will be training Tuesday and Friday next 
week and league tag will be Tuesday’s and 
Thursday’s each week. If you are interested in 
playing please get in contact with myself for 
more information.

A big congratulations to Kelly Maslen, Taylah 
Blackadder, Shai Blackadder, Gaynor 
Blackadder and myself for making the ladies 
tackle team for Group 21, Matt Morgan for 
getting the coaching position and Jacob Medd 
for making the Under 23’s Group 21 team. 
We will be playing this Saturday February 9 at 
Tamworth, first game at 8.00am. All the best to 
the six Magpie Legends, playing this weekend. 
Hopefully it’s not too hot. 

Thank you to all our 2019 sponsors, we have a lot 
in store this year to show our appreciation. 

We are still after a jacket sponsors and still 
accepting general sponsorship. 

Our next meeting is Sunday February 17, 2.00pm 
at Merriwa Sports Club. We are after a secretary 
and would appreciate another helping hand.

Jessyca Morgan

Welcome back for another great season of 
Rugby League and League Tag!

REGISTRATION DAY/SEASON LAUNCH

When:  February 15, Merriwa RSL (BBQ   
  Area) from 4.00pm

The Active Kid’s vouchers are available again 
this year! (www.service.nsw.gov.au). All past 
players were sent emails with the link to register. 
For new or returning players you can also register 
at www.playnrl.com.au. Those who need 
assistance or first-time players needing to present 
Birth Certificates come along on February 15 so 
we can help you! Please download your active 
kids voucher before you come, as this will save 
us a lot of time. From 5.30pm we will have the 
BBQ running for ALL players and families.

REGISTRATION FEES 2019

• $100.00 Active Kids, League or Tag using your 
active kids voucher (insurance, shorts, socks 
and shirt)

• $50.00 League Tag (insurance, shorts and 
socks)

• $70.00 League (insurance, shorts and socks)

I can’t stress enough to parents this year to 
please register your child early! This helps with 
team nominations and eliminates the guess 
work we have to do. If you are 10yrs+ and want 
to play, PLEASE REGISTER! No need to pay, just 
register, so we can see your commitment to 
play. We can then accurately gauge numbers 
and assess viability of team nominations.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING 
COACHES FOR 2019

• Under 6’s Matt Mead and Amanda Thompson
• Under 7’s Ben and Jaleesa Wallace

Merriwa JRLFC Club bigpond.com.

A reminder to anyone who is volunteering their 
valuable time this season whether in the canteen, 
league safe, coach or team manager you will 
need a Working with Children Check. It is so easy 
and doesn’t take long. www.kidsguardian.nsw.
gov.au

Fiona Morgan

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

• Under 8’s VACANT
• Under 9’s John Green
• Under 10’s VACANT 
• Under 12’s LT Matt 

Morgan
• Under 14’s LT VACANT
• Under 16’s LT Phil Neale 

and John Green

We still have vacancies, if 
you would like to coach 
please get in contact with 
Fiona ASAP on 0418 417 
186 or fionamorgan6@
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Continued from page 2
Merriwa Little Athletics Club
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This week we start the last leg of training with 
club nights starting back on Monday from 
5.30pm through to end of February.  

GOOD LUCK to the Merriwa team of Jackson and 
Dylan Keane, Jorji and Darcy Taaffe, Rhianna 
and Rachel Hunt, Georgia Maben, Cody Bates, 
Jeremy Clarke and Thomas Hunt who will be 
travelling to Glendale this weekend to compete 
in the ‘big one’ the Regional Championships.  
Be your best…and you will never feel like you 
failed. 

See you down the track… 

Tash Taaffe

Absolutely thrilled to welcome five non registered 
athletes to the clinic as well Hunter Marsh, Alyssa 
Carrall, Roy Lawler, William and Thomas Luke 
– you know I am going to try and track you all 
down to join next season, don’t you? Well done 
to each of you, for putting in a huge effort in all 
your sessions. 

Not only did each of the athletes benefit 
enormously, but 29 coaches, parents and 
teachers also took part, learning new skills and 
drills that they will now be able to pass onto local 
students and athletes. 

Merriwa Little Athletics sincerely thank the 
Merriwa Rotary Club for their generous support 
of this event – we could not have done it without 
you! Thanks to Mark Whale and Col Bates also 
for their tong time on the BBQ and extra shade 
sails, much appreciated. To Upper Hunter 
Shire Council parks and gardens team for their 
fabulous job preparing the oval. To Athletics NSW 
– especially Bronwyn White – for helping source 
the coaches and elite athletes and to the NSW 
Office of Sport for their sports participation grant 
– we salute you!
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DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the 
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in 
articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute 
recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. 
Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the 
Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to claim a 
date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing the 

community for 29 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 
spelling and terminology.

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Friday 8 INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY - CWA Rooms - light lunch

APRIL

Saturday 6 DANCE THE DROUGHT AWAY - School of Arts - 6.00pm

Friday 18 CWA Street Stall

Saturday 27 MERRIWA RACES


