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Dear Parent/Carers, 
 
 
Upper Hunter Where there’s a Will (UHWTAW) have partnered with the University of 
Melbourne to deliver the Wellbeing Profiler across all schools within the Upper Hunter, 
including the school that your child/ren attend.  
 
The Wellbeing Profiler is a measurement and reporting service that has been 
developed for schools to examine the wellbeing of their students from ages 10 to 25 
years old.  It will provide a comprehensive overview of a range of relevant issues that 
include but are not limited to: physical health, bullying, peer pressure together with 
wellbeing. 
 
This year, with full ethical approval from the NSW Department of Education, 
UHWTAW and the University of Melbourne will partner with your school to commence 
the Wellbeing Profiler to conduct this research on wellbeing with our young people 
using the Wellbeing Profiler. 
 
The introduction of the Wellbeing Profiler is a significant step in the commitment of 
UHWTAW to improve mental health and wellbeing in our community.  The use of the 
Wellbeing Profiler will provide us with an opportunity to listen to our youth, to learn 
what they are experiencing and what they also believe that we, the community, 
can do to help. 
 
The survey is anonymous, no personal details are collected, and all information 
output is deidentified and broadly reported on.  It is not a test or a measure of the 
individual and there are no right or wrong answers. 
 
Using the measurement of the Wellbeing Profiler over the next few years will be very 
powerful to assist UHWTAW and the community to guide and direct our decisions.  It 
will also assist to provide a snapshot of areas that need further resources, and 
services in the Upper Hunter, and will act as a powerful tool to present to the 
Government for the provision of these services. 
 
We encourage you to please take the time to sign the consent form, allowing our 
children a say on their wellbeing and the future of the communities they wish to live 
in. 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Camilla Beer 
Project Coordinator – Wellbeing Profiler 

WELLBEING 
PROFILER 
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Merriwa Central 
School

Primary
FINAL REMINDER – FAMILY MATHS NIGHT

Less than one week to go! Please register your 
family’s attendance at this first time event by 
calling in to the office at primary campus, or 
by phoning us on 6548 2101, so that we can 
prepare your gift! 

The Family Maths Night will be commencing at 
6.00pm sharp and is completely free of charge 
for all school families.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Kinder  Maggie Clark
Year 1  Abigail Goodear
Year 2/3 Ruby O’Brien
Year 3/4 Nicole Tudor
Year 4/5 Cadence Tudor
Year 5/6 Jackson Whitby
Library  Oscar Swan

CLASS OF THE WEEK
Our two secret judges were very proud to select 
Kindergarten as the first recipients of this award. 
Nearly every single Kindergarten child has been 
wearing their school hat each day in the last 
week and Lily Douglas and Iris O’Brien were 
certainly proud to accept the award on behalf 
of their class! The judges also commented that 
there was improvement from all classes during 
the week.

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL REPORT 

The National day of action against Bullying and 
violence is on Friday March 15, 2019. Students 
and staff are requested to wear a pink shirt 
to support the cause. A fact sheet has been 
attached to the deputy report to remind 
students about – What is bullying? Further follow 
up articles will be used over the next couple of 
weeks to reinforce the message. More resources 
are available on the following website - https://
bullyingnoway.gov.au/ 

Students who bring mobile phones to school 
must comply with Merriwa Central School 
Mobile phone policy. Students who do not 
comply with the policy will receive appropriate 
consequences. 

Sharon Kenaly
Deputy Princiapl

Secondary Report

SAD NEWS
Primary staff and families were saddened to 
learn of the loss of Mrs Margaret Large recently. 
Mrs Large was a respected grandparent and 
carer at our school, who was also supportive and 
kind to everyone who knew her. We send our 
kindest thoughts to the entire family, especially 
Holly.

SCRIPTURE
Our wonderful ladies are back into their 
fortnightly visits to each class and are thrilled 
with the participation rates in each class. Please 
note that Scripture is not compulsory, however 
you must provide a written note if you do not 
wish for your child to attend. Children who do 
not attend Scripture will attend another class 
and will complete educational tasks during this 
time.
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ROCKING READERS

Our Kinder-Year 6 literacy programs are 
achieving great success already. After five 
weeks, approximately 70% of Kinder-Year 2 
children are achieving targets not expected 
until the end of Term 2. Primary classes are 
participating in daily writing and reading tasks, 
including partner reading, comprehension 
and word skills. As you can see, Montana and 
Matilda are rocking along with their daily partner 
reading!

ZONE SOCCER NOMINATIONS

Individual nominations for both zone soccer and 
rugby league trials for both girls and boys are now 
open. Soccer nominations are due to Mrs Jones 
tomorrow and rugby league nominations are 
due by next Wednesday. All children are invited 
to attend these trials, however it is suggested 
that children are in Year 5 and are competing 
at an above average level in their chosen sport, 
as well as knowing most rules of the game.

Please speak to Mrs Jones for further information.

ME RAPS

Children in Years 3-6 began working on an 
innovative and enriching maths problem solving 
program in conjunction with the Australian 
Mathematical Sciences Institute (AMSI) on 
Tuesday, and will continue these weekly sessions 
until the end of Term 2. 

The ME-RaPS program of ‘Mathematics 
Enrichment in Reasoning and Problem Solving’ 
is designed to extend and ‘deepen’ students’ 
mathematical understandings at grade level, 
against the ‘Working Mathematically’ outcomes 
in the NSW Mathematics Syllabus (Stages 2 and 
3) as detailed in the Australian Curriculum. 

We look forward to sharing photos and news of 
problems solved in the weeks ahead, including 
how to use fractions to run a café, how to 
build the strongest beehive and arranging cost 
effective catering for an event!

Mrs Kate Jones
Primary Assistant Principal 

MCS INTRODUCES ROBOTICS AND STEM 
LEARNING

In 2019 technology focus groups are being 
introduced across all classes Kinder-Year 6. The 
first class being introduced to the wonderful 
world of robotics is Year 5/6. 

Our first robot is called the Ozobot! Ozobot is 
a little toy robot that blends the physical and 
digital worlds — and teaches kids programming. 
Ozobot can identify lines, colours and codes 
on both digital surfaces, such as an iPad, and 
physical surfaces, such as paper. Mrs Martin has 
been so impressed in Year 5/6’s engagement 
and talent when learning how to use the 
Ozobot! She can’t wait to work with students on 
this exciting and ground-breaking venture. 
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DEFINITIONS OF BULLYING, HARASSMENT, 
DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE

Bullying, harassment, discrimination and 
violence are all interpersonal behaviours 
that can create or contribute to negative 
social environments. All school communities 
should have clear definitions outlined in their 
school policies and procedures for bullying, 
harassment, discrimination and violence.

BULLYING

The national definition of bullying for Australian 
schools says:

Bullying is an ongoing misuse of power in 
relationships through repeated verbal, physical 
and/or social behaviour that causes physical 
and/or psychological harm. It can involve an 
individual or a group misusing their power over 
one or more persons. Bullying can happen in 
person or online, and it can be obvious (overt) 
or hidden (covert).

Bullying of any form or for any reason can have 
long-term effects on those involved, including 
bystanders.

Single incidents and conflict or fights between 
equals, whether in person or online, are not 
defined as bullying.

Behaviours that do not constitute bullying 
include:

• mutual arguments and disagreements 
(where there is no power imbalance)

• not liking someone or a single act of social 
rejection

• one-off acts of meanness or spite
• isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation 

or violence.

However, these conflicts still need to be 
addressed and resolved.

Likewise not all online issues are bullying. (Online 
bullying is sometimes referred to as cyberbullying 
and refers to bullying that is carried out through 
information and communication technologies.)

HARASSMENT

Harassment is behaviour that targets an 
individual or group due to their:

• identity, race, culture or ethnic origin
• religion
• physical characteristics
• gender
• sexual orientation
• marital, parenting or economic status
• age
• ability or disability.

It offends, humiliates, intimidates or creates a 
hostile environment. It may be:

• an ongoing pattern of behaviour or a single 
act

• directed randomly or towards the same 
person(s)

• intentional or unintentional.

DISCRIMINATION

Discrimination occurs when people are treated 
less favourably than others because of their:

• identity, race, culture or ethnic origin
• religion
• physical characteristics
• gender
• sexual orientation
• marital, parenting or economic status
• age
• ability or disability.

VIOLENCE

Violence is the intentional use of physical 
force or power, threatened or actual, against 
another person(s) that results in psychological 
harm, injury or in some cases death. It may 
involve provoked or unprovoked acts and 
can be a single incident, a random act or can 
occur over time.

These definitions outline key characteristics 
and have been taken from Student Wellbeing 
Hub https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.
au/resources-and- help/Glossary?origin-
host=www.safeschoolshub.edu.au#/
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This is the largest scholarship available in Australia 
that can be awarded to high school students. 
Tahli was one of only 74 applicants in the whole 
country to receive a scholarship out of hundreds 
of applicants.

HOW DID THE JOURNEY BEGIN?

Last year when Tahli was in Year 8, her Year 
Adviser, Mr White, told Tahli’s class about this 
exciting opportunity. He explained that it was 
awarded to girls entering Year 9 who came from 
disadvantaged, isolated areas such as Merriwa, 
who were achieving very good grades. The 
Foundation Education Scholarship was started to 
support girls from disadvantaged areas to give 
them the best possible opportunity to achieve 
their career goals.

Tahli was very excited about this opportunity 
and started the process of applying for the 
scholarship. Tahli went and saw Miss Golden to 
help her collect all the pieces of information she 
needed for her application. For the application, 
Tahli had to send in her school reports and Year 
7 NAPLAN results to prove her high grades, 
a statement from Mr Noonan to also prove 
her dedication to learning as well as her high 
attendance records, a statement from her 
Mum, and finally, a 400 word statement from 
her, in which she had to convince the Harding 
Miller Education Foundation why she deserved 
to receive the scholarship. In this statement, she 
had to talk about how commitment to studying, 
what she planned to do with the scholarship, 
her career goals and how the scholarship would 
help her achieve these career goals.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

Tahli, her Mum, Mr Noonan and Miss Golden 
have been invited to an awards night in Sydney 
in May, where Tahli will officially be recognised 
for achieving the scholarship. Well done Tahli on 
this wonderful achievement.

YEAR 8 -LISTEN UP!

Applications for the 2020 Harding Miller Education 
Foundation Scholarship open in July. A similar 
scholarship is also available for both boys and 

girls in Year 8 (Malala Yousafzai Scholarship). 
Please see Miss Golden at the start of Term 3 
this year for more details. It is very important 
that for Terms 1 and 2 this year, you have a 
great attendance record (meaning you come 
to school most days and on time), as well work 
really hard to achieve the best results possible in 
school. They will be looking at your grades and 
comments in your Semester 1 Report, as well as 
your NAPLAN results from last year.

WHAT IS THE HARDING MILLER EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP?

The Harding Miller Education Foundation 
Scholarship Program provides the tools and 
support to lift the educational achievements 
and career aspirations of high potential girls who 
are facing disadvantage. Scholarship support 
begins in Year 9. Scholarships are awarded for 2 
years. At end of Year 10, scholars are invited to 
reapply for another 2 years support. 

Successful applicants will receive the following

• High quality laptop
• 4G mobile broadband
• Laptop Helpdesk Support
• Face-To-Face Tutoring (40 hours each year)
• Online Tutoring and other online tools
• Coaching Support
• Career and subject selection advice
• Money to help cover the costs of:

- uniforms and school equipment,
- school excursions and fees, and
- stationery and books

What is the Selection Criteria for the Scholarship?

• Girls entering Year 9 in the following year
• Attends an Australian Public School
• Australian citizen or permanent resident
• Experiencing personal or socioeconomic 

disadvantage
• Evidence or testimony from the School 

Principal of high academic potential
• Demonstrated motivation to achieve 

academically and professionally, including 
an intention to carry on to tertiary education

• Demonstrated interest in extracurricular. 
community or leadership activities will be 
considered favourably

TAHLI GLEESON AWARDED 
HARDING MILLER 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP

We would like to 
congratulate Tahli 
Gleeson on receiving a 
Harding Miller Education 
Foundation Scholarship. 
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OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

• Vorsay Scholarship for Primary Students - Year 
1 Students 

• Year 1 to 12 Aboriginal Students
• Malala Yousafzai Scholarship - Year 8 Students
• Susan and Isaac Wakil Foundation 

Scholarships - Year 12.

Google “The Public Education Foundation” for 
more information about these scholarships as 
well as many other scholarships students may be 
eligible for.

See Mrs Jones (Primary) or Miss Golden 
(Secondary) for more details.

CAREER NEWS

University of New England Open Day: May 10

Students will gain an insight into all aspects of 
UNE including academic, cultural, sporting 
and residential life. It’s an action packed day 
with many activities, entertainment, giveaways 
and demonstrations. Students will have the 
opportunity to explore degree options that may 
be of interest to them, meet the lecturers and 
get a feel for campus life. Some of the activities.

https://www.une.edu.au/info-for/for-high-
schools/open-day-schools

QILT - Australian Universities Compared 

Quality Indicators for Learning and Teaching  
(QILT) website compares Australian universities 
based on their graduate job prospects, student 
satisfaction and retention rates. Thinking about 
higher education institutions and study areas? 
Wish you could ask someone about their 
experience? 

With QILT, you can do side by side comparisons 
of the quality of the higher education institutions 
and the study areas that you’re interested in.

https://www.qilt.edu.au/

SCU Star Early Offer Program 2020: Applications 
open - May 1, 2019

Applications close - September 13, 2019

School recommendations close - September  27, 
2019

This program allows you to gain an offer into the 
Southern Cross University course of your choice, 
based on your high school grades and your 
school principal’s recommendation. This means 
that STAR does not take your ATAR/OP into 
consideration. It’s free to apply through STAR 
and it’s a simple online application.

https://www.scu.edu.au/star-early-offer/

Business Cadetships:  Applications open: March 
4, 2019

Applications close: May 15, 2019 

Open to Year 12 students who wish to pursue 
a business career. Cadets combine university 
study with paid work at UBS, a top-ranking global 
bank. 

Program Director: Alister Wilkinson. Contact: 
director@professionalcadets.com.au 

Website: www.professionalcadets.com.au

Engineering and Technology Cadetships 
(ETCAD): Applications open: April 29, 2019

Applications close: June 21, 2019

For Year 12 students who would like to pursue 
a career in Engineering and/or Technology. 
Cadets are placed at Cubic Transportation 
Systems, a global leader in transport payment 
and traffic management systems.

Program Director: Alister Wilkinson. Contact: 
director@professionalcadets.com.au 

Website: www.professionalcadets.com.au

Ashley Golden
Year 7 and 8 Adviser

Wellbeing Teacher
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Maxima Indigenous Traineeships and 
Apprenticeships

An amazing and comprehensive site to support 
indigenous youth into employment, training, 
apprenticeships and traineeships. Call for more 
information to: 1300 669 859

https://maxima.com.au/jobseekers/indigenous-
employment/indigenous-careers/

University of Notre Dame Early Offer Program for 
2020

If you will be in Year 12 in 2019, register here to 
receive the information and application form for 
the Early Offer Program for 2020. Are you a high-
achieving Year 12 student who wants to study at 
a leading Australian university? Do you want to 
get a head start on your future? If so, you may be 
the ideal candidate for Notre Dame’s Early Offer 
Program. This exclusive program is open to Year 
12 students who have demonstrated academic 
excellence and/or are making a significant 
contribution to their school or community.

Such an offer means that you can sit your Year 
12 exams with added confidence and reduced 
stress – it’s also a great way for schools to 
acknowledge their outstanding students.

Phone: 02 8204 4404 . Email: sydney@nd.edu.au 

https://www.notredame.edu.au/study/early-
offer/early-offer-sydney

Careers Harvest

Great website on all career fields and pathways 
on the land, environment and agriculture. Explore 
career options, scholarships and internships on 
offer.

http://www.careerharvest.com.au/

Applying to the Australian Defence Force 
Academy

Applying for ADFA is a competitive, dual 
application process that can take up to 12 
months. It’s preferable you apply in Year 11, 
but you can still apply in Year 12. Follow this link 
and the steps given to guide you along the right 
pathway.

https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/students-
and-education/australian-defence-force-
academy/how-to-apply/

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

week was The Cranky Bear and we focused 
on friendships, identifying emotions, listening 
to other people and offering our assistance. 
Skylah wrote the sentence ‘The sheep gave a 
nice warm pillow to the bear so he can sleep.’ 
She also discussed a time when someone has 
helped her out. Skylah’s sentence was ‘I was 
feeling nervous when I was sitting on my horse 
until Shakira hopped on the back.’ In all writing 
experiences last week she put a lot of effort in 
and asked for help when she was stuck sounding 
through a word or re-reading her work. 

Skylah showed impressive knowledge of two-
numbers which add to ten. Through lots of 
practice and being exposed to the concepts in 
a variety of different ways, she has begun to trust 
her understanding. The mathematical thinking 
which she showed after reading the book ‘How 
many legs’ was excellent. 

Skylah finished off swimming lessons well and 
improved by listening to the teachers and 
practicing and practising. She followed school 
expectations in the classroom and playground 
and was heard using kind words to students. In 
her individual learning time she kept reinforcing 
her sight words and sounds. Congratulations 
Skylah on receiving this award. You should feel 
very proud of yourself. 

SCHOOL CAPTAIN’S REPORT WITH SOPHIE 
ANDERSON

Last week was our final swimming week for Term 
1. We will continue lessons towards the end of 
this year. Everyone enjoyed swimming and can’t 
wait to be in the water again.

All students sewed a small bag and learnt how 
to sew a button on. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK - 

SKYLAH ANDERSON

Skylah has earned the 
Student of the Week 
award and book prize 
for her application 
to tasks, improved 
perseverance and 
showing kindness to 
other people. Our 
shared reading text last 

SPLASHING FUN AND LEARNING

Students finished their five weeks of intensive 
swimming lessons last Thursday. The improvement 
shown by each swimmer was impressive. It’s not 
long now until the local pools close for the colder 
months but we can’t wait until they reopen in 
October. 

Thank you to our instructors Mrs Nairne and Mrs 
Row McDonald and to Jenny, the lifeguard from 
the pool in Coolah. 

Thank you also to the Anderson family who 
provided us their bus to use. We really appreciate 
being able to travel altogether. 

HOW MANY LEGS?

Students in Kindergarten and Year 1 have been 
doing lots of practice with two numbers that 
add to make 10. These ‘friends of ten’ numbers 
are important to understand and remember as 
ten makes a great base when counting larger 
numbers. 

In the book ‘How many legs’ lots of guests arrive 
at a party and the story asks how many legs 
came? The book 
started off by saying 
the answer is ‘lots’ but 
our mathematicians 
know that it is 
important to be 
precise with counting 
so we discussed how 
to organise our count 
into groups of ten. 
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OUR FIRST ASSEMBLY FOR 2019

Students’ efforts and achievements were 
showcased at our assembly yesterday. Singing 
together, students performed the song and the 
sign language to ‘I can sing a rainbow’. Our 
authors also chose and read aloud a piece of 
their writing to the audience. 

Thank you to all our family members who 
attended. The students really like and appreciate 
your support.  

Our award recipients were:

Impressive Work Award: Skylah Anderson for 
showing consistency and effort in her individual 
learning program with Mrs Nairne

Impressive Work Award: Benjamin Bibby for 
excellent use of self-monitoring during reading 
activities

Impressive Work Award: Paul Anderson for 
improvement in his effort and application to 
class work

Sports Award: Sophie Anderson for impressively 
representing the school in the Zone Swimming 
Carnival and for great listening during swimming 
lessons. 

Reading Award: Tia Tito for consistent home 
reading using her levelled reader. 
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I strongly encourage you, Tooth Fairy, to replace 
my healthy shiny tooth for a golden coin. I drink 
lots of water because it contains no sugar. There 
are no cavities or fillings in my teeth because I 
use special toothpaste as there is no fluoride in 
my tank water. 

I make sure that I eat healthier food to minimise 
my sugar intake and decrease dental costs. 

I will donate the money which you leave me to 
the charity ‘Limbs for Life’.   Sophie 

Please leave me some money for my tooth 
because I eat fruit and I drink lots of water to 
keep my teeth as clean as possible.  Gordie

Please leave me some money for my tooth 
because I drink a lot of water every day. I also 
choose to eat healthy food and avoid fatty 
food. 

Another reason is that I will save the money so 
I can buy Nan a really beautiful present her 
birthday.

My last reason is my adult teeth have to break 
through my gums. Whenever I get a wobbly 
tooth I get very excited because I hope I will be 
given a gold coin.        Dylan 

WE STITCHED AND MADE A TOOTH FAIRY BAG

Thomas said his bag was going to be used to 
keep a tooth in for the tooth fairy. We decided 
to use this idea for writing and students were 
asked to convince the tooth fairy to leave some 
money for their tooth. 

Please leave me some money for my tooth as 
I brush my teeth every day and drink water. 
Please swap my shiny tooth for a coin which I 
can donate to charity.          Ben

Please leave me money 
for my tooth because I 
brush them twice a day. 
       Paul

Please leave me money 
for my tooth so I can keep 
it in a special box.  
         Tia 

Please leave me 
some money 
for my tooth as I 
brush them every 
day and they are 
nice. Skylah

Please leave me 
some money 
for my tooth so I 
can buy a magic 
wand to fix my car.     
Thomas
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Sandy Hollow 
Public School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
AWARD SYSTEM

Did you know that collections of your child’s 
awards allow them to progress to the next level 
in our school merit system? 
Each fortnight, students are recognised for their 
efforts at our school assembly. They can receive 
awards for worker of the week, sportsperson of 
the week, student of the week or You Can Do It 
(for showing Confidence, Persistence, Resilience, 
Organisation or Getting Along). Students can 
also receive an award for general class work. It 
is important to keep these awards somewhere 
safe. As students receive a total of five awards 
they can be awarded a Bronze award. Another 
five after this makes them eligible for a silver 
award and a further five awards add up to a 
gold award. Once students reach this level, they 
receive a special badge that can be worn on 
their uniform.

 
BRONZE AWARD

  
 SILVER AWARD

GOLD AWARD
SPECIAL BADGE

they only drank water at school. Over the last 
two weeks, only water has been available at 
the canteen and all sugary drinks banned for 
the duration of the challenge. Students are 
reminded that the sponsor money they have 
collected, along with their sponsor form needs to 
be returned to school as soon as possible in the 
envelope that was provided. The money raised 
will directly benefit the students as it will cover 
their visit to Healthy Harold in a few weeks’ time.

Christina Darlington
Principal

ANY COMBINATION OF FIVE AWARDS

WATER 4 LIFE CHALLENGE 

Thank you to all students 
who made quite an 
effort at school to ensure 

ANY COMBINATION OF FIVE AWARDS

ANY COMBINATION OF FIVE AWARDS

OUR NEW POLICEMAN CAME TO VISIT

Katie Burgess
Teaching Principal

Constable Benjamin Sullivan came to school 
today to say ‘Hi’. Our new policeman moved 
to Cassilis last week and it was lovely to see him 
meeting the students and beginning to form 
important relationships. Our students need to 
know that police are there to help keep them 
safe and that they should always reach out to 
the police if they ever feel unsafe. 

Thanks for the visit Constable Sullivan. 
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

These last two weeks have flown by! Thank you 
to all the students, teachers and parents who 
offered me their best wishes or asked me how I 
was feeling since my return from illness. 

This week begins the Holy Lenten Season, which 
commenced on Ash Wednesday. Thank you to 
Father John for allowing us to be a part of the 
celebration. 

Traditionally, Lent is the period of 40 days 
which comes before Easter in the Christian 
calendar. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is 
a season of reflection and preparation before 
the celebrations of Easter. By observing the 40 
days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ’s 
sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for 40 
days. Lent is marked by fasting, both from food 
and festivities. Jesus does not ask us to give 
up a lot, he does, however, ask us to sacrifice 
something small in our lives, in order to bring us 
closer to God. 

Thank you to the Infants staff and students for their 
efforts during Clean Up St Joseph’s afternoon 
last Friday (see report below). The school looks 
a lot tidier for your hard work. Let’s see if we can 
continue to be stewards of our environment and 
keep the school looking this great, all the time. 

Well done to our Stage 3 students - Cody, 
Grace, Isam and Rhianna, who attended the St 
Mary’s Gifted and Talented Maths Day. I hope 
a great time was had by all. Thanks to Mrs Kim 
Wilson and St Mary’s Scone for hosting the event 
and to Ms Cassandra Lowry from the Australian 
Mathematics and Science Institute (AMSI), for 
organising the challenges.

Some students and parents might have noticed 
a gentleman, dressed in a similar fashion to me 
on Friday of last week. Mr Robert Peers, as part 
of a Catholic Schools Office initiative, visited St 
Joseph’s, not only to visit the wonderful students 
and teachers within the school and see the “lay 
of the land”, but his primary role was to support 
me in my first few years of potential principalship 
as the Diocesan Principal’s Coach. The timeliness 
of his visit coincided with the damning results of 
the 2018 Principals Health and Wellbeing Survey 
which were released this week. One of the most 
interesting results I found was:

• The survey found an overwhelming 99.7 per 
cent of principals worked hours far beyond 
those recommended for positive mental and 
physical health.

Why I mention this particular statistic and why it 
resonates with me is the need for not only myself, 
but all of us, to slow down, take stock of ourselves 
every once in a while, and look after ourselves.

This week, you will be noticing that students 
won’t be bringing homework in their school bags. 
Week Six at St Joseph’s is being designated as 
WELLBEING WEEK. This week gives both students, 
teachers and parents, an opportunity to take 
a breather, think about how they might better 
achieve the ever-increasing work-life balance 
and how we can spend time with our families 
in a more fun and productive way. I encourage 
you to share your stories with me during the 
week. Teachers also enjoy this week in a greater 
way as there are no meetings to attend!

Week 6 also corresponds with CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS WEEK. A unique opportunity to 
showcase our terrific school in the community. St 
Joseph’s is a fantastic school, sometimes I think 
you have been used to what you have and 
you don’t realise the enormity of the task that 
our teachers do, day in and day out for your 
children’s education. Please take the time, if you 
can, to say thanks. I have been finding myself 
doing it very often, I know!

The theme for Catholic Schools Week in 2019 is 
LEARN, SERVE, BELONG. I am certain that you 
will have seen all three aspects by the end of 
this week, that is, if you don’t see them already 
every day.

I wish to express my genuine, heartfelt thanks for 
the wonderful celebration of Mass, said by Father 
John and to all the parishioners and parents who 
attended. It is always a wonderful time when 
everyone gets together in community to affirm 
the great things that we do at St Joseph’s.
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Please don’t forget our Casual Dress Day Friday 
March 8 to celebrate a terrific Catholic Schools/
Wellbeing Week. We also wish our Blandford 
Horse Sports participants all the very best and 
hope to bring you some photos and results in the 
next newsletter. 

Congratulations to our Year Six Leaders on 
receiving their badges on Monday. As Mrs 
Peebles and myself have spoken to our Year 6 
group about on numerous occasions, leadership 
is not a right, but a privilege and it should 
always be treated with the utmost respect and 
reverence. Leadership, in the context of our 
Catholic Schools, is about SERVICE TO OTHERS, 
something we also saw come to the fore with 
the Year 6 pancake fundraiser. My many thanks 
to the Year 6 students and parent body for their 
assistance and service on Monday.

It was great to open our classrooms up that little 
bit more than normal to you, our parent body, 
so you could see the wonderful work being 
undertaken by your children. They are certainly 
blessed to have excellent staff, who dedicate 
themselves greatly to the task of educating the 
whole child, something we are very proud of at 
St Joseph’s.

To all those who attended our Parish/School 
dinner on Monday night, I hope you enjoyed 
each other’s company and hopefully got to 
know each other that little bit more. The staff sure 
enjoyed it and I certainly relished the opportunity 
to chat to as many people as possible. Thank 
you to the staff who organised and delivered a 
tremendous community event. As always, you 
go above and beyond!

On Tuesday, students in Year Six travelled with 
Mrs Peebles to attend the launch of Project 
Compassion and joint Catholic Schools 
Week liturgy at the Sacred Heart Cathedral 
in Newcastle. Project Compassion is Caritas 
Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and 
awareness-raising appeal. Millions of Australians 
come together in solidarity with the world’s 
poor to help end poverty, promote justice and 
uphold dignity. Thank you to Mrs Peebles for 
ensuring our students received such an affirming 
and exciting experience.

This afternoon, our Infants students participated 
in reading with the residents of Gummun Place, 
a truly magnificent act of service to the Merriwa 
Aged Care community. Thank you to our Infants 
staff and students for a fantastic effort. I hope 
you enjoyed your time!

We also welcome back Mrs Gilbey after her 
successful trip to Canberra to be one of the 
main scorers for the grand final of the Australian 
Female Under 15’s Championships. We hope 
you enjoyed your experience. Thanks to Mrs 
Chapman and Mrs Fairfull for filling in where 
required.

KINDERGARTEN 2020 ENROLMENTS

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2020 are now open!  
If you are considering St Joseph’s for your child’s 
education or you’re interested in finding out more 
about our great little school, please contact us 
on 6548 2035 or visit our website: www.merriwa.
catholic.edu.au for an enrolment package.

Thanks for a terrific week, it is an absolute 
pleasure to be your Principal.

Mr Ashley Borg
Acting Principal

DATES FOR THE DIARY

March 8    Casual Dress Day

March 8    Blandford Horse Sports

March 14    Sacramental Program

March 14/15   AMSI Visit

March 15    Pink Shirt Day at St Joseph’s   
    (National Day of Action    
     Against Bullying and Violence)

March 18   Goal Setting Week

March 19   St Joseph’s Feast Day

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 

Our Kindergarten, Year 1 and 2 students were 
enthusiastic and dedicated as they braved a 
fairly warm Friday afternoon to ‘clean up’ our 
school playgrounds. The children had ‘eagle 
eyes’ as they spotted various items, picked them 
up and placed them in the relevant bags. The 
students surprised and delighted us with their 
knowledge of the ‘reduce, recycle and reuse’ 
philosophy. Happily, there wasn’t a massive 
amount of rubbish, demonstrating that the St 
Joseph’s community are responsible citizens 
when it comes to keeping our school tidy. A 
special thank you to Olivia and Jack’s mum, 
Angela, who accompanied and assisted us 
throughout the afternoon. 

Mrs Hagley and Mrs Boulton 
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AWARDS

Congratulations to the following award winners.

Kindergarten - Isla Moore – for application and 
enthusiasm when subtracting in Mathematics 
and in Religion

Stage 1- Eden Barry – for her attentive enthusiasm 
and great work ethic in English and Mathematics.

Shyanne Beeney – for her consistent efforts to 
enhance her reading, writing and spelling skills

Stage 2 - Caitlin Harrison – for terrific enthusiasm 
and commitment when learning and practising 
times tables

Annabelle Hunt – for always contributing and 
engaging in class discussions and for her positive 
attitude towards learning

Stage 3 - Nate Brown – for a fantastic attitude 
and results during History group work activity

Rachael Hunt – for her mature and conscientious 
approach to all school life

Principal’s Awards - Chad Booth – for his excellent 
explanations of how his thermometer worked 
during Science lessons

Abbey Rostron – Abbey always has a big smile 
on her face and possesses a terrific attitude to 
school.

Mr Ashley Borg
Acting Principal



Merriwa RingerPage 16

Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre
IT’S OUR TIME, OUR PLACE 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre Annual 
General Meeting 

When:  Monday March 25 at the Fletcher  
  Room, Merriwa RSL at 6.30pm for   
  a 7.00pm start.

Most people who volunteer on Management 
Committees join because of their commitment 
to the ‘cause’ or the aims of the organisation, 
rather than the excitement of the role. 
Committee Members gain great satisfaction 
from the fact that their organisation stands for 
a worthwhile cause and that they are able to 
make a difference by making sure it meets the 
needs of its members or the community.  They 
also enjoy seeing the organisation they manage 
develop. This means strategic planning and an 
upward future direction for our services which 
takes specific skills, time and a focus that may 
be found outside our own membership of busy 
young families .

For the second year in a row we have seen 
the demands on the service grow. Last year 
60 children between the ages of 2-5 years 
were enrolled in the Pre-School. This is partially 
due to the addition of our playgroup sessions 
that continue to support families to familiarise 
themselves and their children to the environment 
of early education. Our Activity Centre has also 
enjoyed a healthy spike in new enrolments, 
despite the government change over to the 
new Child Care Subsidy. We are also seeing a 
steady increase in our general population as 
our community grows and facilities and services 
improve.

The Pre-School and Activity Centre are keen to 
be part of that development for the community 
and this year we are excited to announce that 
the committee are pursuing an additional room 
for the Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre. 
To date, a draftsman, engineer and builder are 
in the preliminary stages of engagement with 
the service.

We are calling on interested stakeholders, 
business owners, council representatives, 
industry professionals and motivated individuals 
to join our committee with a focus solely on this 
initiative. 

Ideally, you will form a subcommittee to see 
this project through for the benefit of our young 
families and children. The plan is to attract 
Government funding for the project which in 
itself requires significant attention. If this sounds 
like areas you have previous experience with, 
we would love to see you at our AGM. 

Membership prior to election to the committee 
is easy, just call into the Pre-School or Activity 
Centre and collect a membership form. The cost 
of membership is just $2.00. We are hopeful of 
a high retention rate of our existing committee 
this year so we have the advantage of an 
established cohesive core to support a new 
subcommittee. 

Our existing Preschool was developed by a band 
of amazingly dedicated community members 
over 40 years ago in 1977 and their contribution 
has enabled generations of children to prepare 
for life both in Merriwa and beyond.

What a great opportunity for the community to 
come together again to build on our past and 
support the future of this beautiful little country 
school.

Let’s Create and Grow - Merriwa Preschool, 
Activity Centre and Playgroup.

Miss Leah Folpp
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Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Luke 4:1-13 - Jesus was led by the Spirit through 
the wilderness.

Lent - Lent what? Life. It’s mine. On loan - 
borrowed. It’s lent. 40 days, 40 years on borrowed 
lent-time. Ashes to ashes and in between Lent-
life.

In the rhythm of the Church year Lent is the time 
to stop and look within, facing the inner truth of 
our lives. The ashes of Wednesday remind us of 
the stark reality of our humanness, our finitude. 
Our identity is shaped by our own mortality and 
yet in the busy-ness of our lives we can try to 
deny this. “I am invincible” we cry with or new 
technologies and new medical triumphs. This 
is the core human temptation - to deny our 
humanity and forget our utter dependency on 
the God who holds us in life. Our life is not our 
own. It is God-given. It is lent.

The Gospel shows us Jesus facing similar 
temptations. The first and third scenes begin 
with the words, “If you are the Son of God..”. 
The Temper is questioning Jesus on the very 
central fact of is life, his identity as Son.” Luke 
then traced Jesus ancestry back through the 
generations to “the Son of Adam, the Son of 
God”. Jesus’ identity is shaped by his relationship 
with God and this is what the Tempter strikes at. 
Food, power, safety are the externals. The real 
temptation put to all of us is to deny the truth 
of our identity for in and with Jesus, we are all 
children of God. (From “Sundays Under the 
Southern Cross” by Mary Coloe PBVM).

MESSY CHURCH - Friday March 8 at 3.30pm - 
Parish Hall “Pancake Party”

HOLY EUCHARIST each Friday and Sunday at 
10.00am. All welcome. 

PARISH AGM - March 10 following Eucharist. 
Please have all reports to Jennie Finnie by 
the end of February. This will be following the 
10.00am Eucharist.

GUILD AGM - Thursday March 14 2.00pm in the 
Parish Hall

ANGLICAN WOMENS MEETING at Muswellbrook 
at 10.00am. Speak to Beatrice Voysey if 
interested in going.

THE SWIM CLUB

Rotary Merriwa was recently made aware of the 
need for funding for our Merriwa Swimming Club. 

We now know about the many expenses with 
which the club has to deal.... I shall digress for 
a moment... aren’t we fortunate to have our 
magnificent 50 metre pool?... well run, well 
patronised..... Back in the 60’s it was built by a 
courageous council, supported by great public 
fundraising, despite strong opposition.

I cannot disclose Rotary’s contribution to the 
club... Let me say that it runs to four digits....and 
that does not include the cents! It will be used 
for providing a marshalling board as well as 
subsidising coaching.

OUR AMBOS

We are looking forward to a visit by our local 
Ambulance officers who are scheduled to speak 
to our club  within the next week...... as one who 
has been assisted by the ambos in something of 
an emergency, I am a witness to their professional 
competence. Welcome to Rotary, Ambos !

RURAL FIRE SERVICE

A big district gathering is planned to be held in 
Merriwa in August. Rotary has been asked to help 
look after the catering and plans to be there.

Don’t forget RYPEN, I don’t know what I am 
writing about it? It’s a SHAME so please refer to 
last week’s RINGER.

Mark Smith

Merriwa Rotary News

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 

We will also have Bible Study in Lent - Dates to 
be decided by Rev’d Pam.

                  Rev’d Pat Kirkby
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of 

this free service, please contact us before 12.00noon on Mondays.

SUMMER COMPETITION UPDATE

The summer competition will start Tuesday March 
11 at 5.00pm.

Confirm your registration with Wayne Upward 
asap on 0418 857 557. All are welcome to attend.

Robert Whaley

Merriwa Squash Club

Lunch is approximately 12.30pm 
Cost:   $18.00

Please bring a gift for Hoi, which will follow our 
lunch. Raffles and lucky door will be included.

Scone, Denman, Coolah and Cassilis have been 
invited.

I will need numbers for catering so please 
contact me if you would like to come.

GAME DAYS FOR 2019

• Tuesday April 9 with visitors from Singleton
• Tuesday July 2 with visitors from Coolah, 

Denman  and Cassilis
• Tuesday September 17 with visitors from 

Muswellbrook.

More details on these home days later.

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens
Please note that our “Home Day” will 
be held on Friday March 15 in the RSL 
Club auditorium from 11.00am.

100 CLUB

First  Sean Deasy $50.00 
  Merriwa Gift Card

Second Marie Caines $30.00 
  Merriwa Gift     
Card

Third    Margaret Wright $20.00 
  Merriwa Gift Card

Sold by Eva Towler March 1

Robert Smith

Merriwa Junior Rugby League

The Festival is only just over three months away 
now, and we need to get focused, this time will 
very pass quickly.  Our first fund raiser for this year 
is a Street Stall.  

Date:     Friday March 29

All saleable items would be appreciated.

Barbara Campbell

Festival of the Fleeces

PIE/LAMINGTON DRIVE

Our first pie drive for 2019 has been booked.

Delivery Day:       Wednesday April 10, 2019 

This is the week before school breaks up for first 
term – an opportunity to get the freezer stacked 
for the School Holidays.  Order sheets will be out 
in the next week or so.

Barbara Campbell

St David’s Uniting Church

All the Candidates for the Upper Hunter 
Electorate in this month’s State Election have 
been invited to a Public Meeting at Merriwa 
RSL on Wednesday March 13 commencing at 
6.00pm. Come along and find out what they are 
offering to the people of Merriwa and the Upper 
Hunter.

This meeting is organised by Merriwa District 
Progress Association.

For more information contact Beron Arden-
Wood, Secretary on 6548 2245.

Beron Arden-Wood

Meet Your Local Candidates
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Country Women’s Association 
of NSW

We have a few exciting things coming up in the 
next couple of months.

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY

Where:   Merriwa CWA Rooms
Guest Speaker:  Celeste Bond speaking on   
   Dementia
When:   March 8

Light lunch, morning tea and lucky door prize 
available. Come and enjoy a lovely relaxing 
day.

DANCE THE DROUGHT AWAY

Where:   School of Arts
Starts:    6.00pm
When:   April 6

Good old country dance. More information to 
come.

CWA STREET STALL

Just in time for Easter. 
When:   April 18

THE MERRIWA RACES 

We will be there with our cakes, coffee and 
steak sandwiches. Hope to see you all there.

When:   April 27

OUR NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is Monday March 11 at 
10.00am at the CWA Rooms. 159 Bettington 
Street, Merriwa. New members are always 
welcome. 

Enquiries to: Penelope Fenley on 6548 3060 or or 
Kim Clydsdale on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

The CWA Rooms are available for hire at very 
reasonable rates by contacting Robyn McAlister 
on 0429 487 241. 

Kim Clydsdale

COMING EVENTS

Merriwa Red Cross will be holding a Red Cross 
Calling morning on March 22. We will be selling 
tickets in a raffle and 100 Club.

These funds help to support the vital work that 
Red Cross provides to those in need in Australian 
communities, including the recent fires and 
floods and the ongoing drought.

As always we appreciate the support given by 
the Merriwa Community.

Cheree Walmsley

Merriwa Red Cross

STREET  STALL

The Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary will be holding 
a street stall on Friday March 15.   We ask for 
donations of cakes, slices, jams etc from our 
members and anyone in the community who 
would like to contribute something towards our 
stall.  We will be having a 100 Club and a raffle 
on the day.  Thank you to those members who 
have volunteered to help on the stall and to sell 
raffle tickets for the day.

All proceeds go towards our MPS for equipment  
needed for the safety of the patients and staff.  
See you at the stall on Friday.

Elaine Sparrow 

Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of 

this free service, please contact us before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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Business 
NEW IN STORE

SCIENCE ILLUSTRATED

• GMO is safe (?) Scientists say genetically 
modified food isn’t harmful. Why can’t they 
convince us? Is the fear exaggerated?

• The remarkable history of the diesel engine: 
in the late 1800s Rudolf Diesel’s engine was 
a breakthrough, today the transport sector 
is facing a new revolution, the old fossil 
fuel engines must be replaced by green 
alternatives.

• Moon shots; Apollo 11, a new documentary 
that features freshly unearthed footage of 
the famous 1969 lunar mission, is as much 
cinematic discovery as a celestial one

INSIDE OUT

• My space; 10 designers show us their kitchens

• Expert advice; how to keep your renovation 
on track. Fixtures to flooring, there’s a lot 
to think about when renovating a kitchen. 
Here’s what to do to ensure a smooth process 
with a great outcome

• Three chefs share their tools, pans and 7 
secret ingredients!

VANITY FAIR

• The 2018 Hall of 
Fame: a portfolio 
By Annie Leibovitz

• L i n - M a n u e l 
Miranda: he sings, 
he dances, he 
writes Tony-winning 
musicals and 
Oscar-nominated 
scores and he  stars  
in Mary Poppin’s!

BETTER HOMES AND 
GARDENS

• Stacks of yum! 
Feed the family, 
new corn fritters 
with fetta and 
bacon, how good 
is that

• Asian faves, step 
by step spring 
rolls, sushi and 
dumplings

• Lovin’ a deck makeover; paint, screen, 
shade and style it then add a planter bed

• 35 pages of exciting ideas for your garden; 
pool to pretty pond and tricks for oomph!

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT 

May you be as happy as a 
seagull with a French fry.

BEANIE BOO 

My name is Starr, I shine like a rainbow way up 
in the sky, and if I want to I can even fly. My 
birthday is May 4.

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 

and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

Local Business of the Week

The 
Merriwa 
Ringer 

wishes to 
thank its 
sponsors 
for their 
ongoing 
support!
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PLANNING . SURVEYING . PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ENGINEERING DESIGN . GIS & MAPPING

Industrial & commercial surveying    /    Land development services
Rural & residenial subdivision    /    Development applications    /    UAV & drones

Laser scanning     /    Detail & contour surveys     /    Building & road set-out

Contact.  Ross Peasley.  P. 6541 1509  M. 0478 180 175  A. 73A Bridge Street, Muswellbrook

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Situated on a large 912sqm block, this home is an excellent 
investment. There are 3 big bedrooms with the main having 
built in robes and 2 with ceiling fans. The third bedroom is 
a large sleepout at the rear. The lounge features R/C air. The 
kitchen is in excellent condition with a new benchtop and 
has an electric stove & a combustion oven. The yard is big 
and flat with a single garage and attached carport.  In close 
proximity to the schools and main street, this home is an 
ideal rental or for the home owner. 

59B Marquet Street,  Merriwa  $100,000.00

47 Marquet Street, Merriwa  $185 000.00

Situated on a 750sqm block, this DA approved site is to 
convert the existing shed into a 3 bedroom home. The DA 
is current for a further 4 years. The shed is iron with a 
concrete floor and is ready for conversion as per the plans 
shown. This is a very cheap way to build a home with all 
approvals in place.
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

MERRIWA 

Country Education  

Foundation 

Helping Merriwa students 

with ter�ary expenses. 
Want to apply for a bursary or 

help with a dona�on?    
  Jane Hegarty 0408 761 052 
Amanda Kemp 0457 485 150 

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

S
Sunstopper

Blinds & Awnings

Phil & Cathie White
sunstopper@outlook.com
Cathie : 0439409005
Phil : 0439440321

We will  
be in Merriwa on 

February 25 for blind, 
awning or shutter 

measuring  
and quotes.

PO Box 4637 Dubbo NSW 
Please phone to arrange an appointment for the day

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Vice President: Julie Llewelyn

Secretary: Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Tammy Bradley

Publicity Officer: Keirra 
Hourn

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: 
Position vacant

Treasurer: Leanne Hunt
0487 761 253

Secretary: Kellie Porter
0432 109 760
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

        14 to 16th September!ccc

2018
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa 
Rugby League 
Football Club

President: Anthony Kelly
Senior Vice President: Kayla 

Barry
Secretary/Public Officer: 

Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
David Alker

Contact - 0427 482 095

April 
27, 

2019

Vice President - Paul 
Frampton

 

 

 

 
Merriwa District 

Progress Association Inc 
SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 3rd Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm 
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000 

Or Beron on 6548 2245 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
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Calamari rings
Moroccan lamb skewers

All served with chips and salad
Wagyu burger and chips

Fresh chicken schnitzel burger and chips 

$10.00
Available Monday to Friday  

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $180.00 
was not won the number was 863, this week it 
jackpots to $200.00 and will be drawn between 
6.00pm – 7.00pm.

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge 7.00pm 
draw for $840.00 was not won the number was 
463, this week it jackpots to $860.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth $900.00 
was not won the number was 285, this week it 
jackpots to $950.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $200.00 
was not won the number was 158, this week it 
jackpots to $220.00. LTPS/18/26042

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$600.00 was not won last week the number was 
363, this week it jackpots to $650.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

Names are now being taken for the footy tipping 
comp. 

WI-FI – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members 
and guest.  

Birthday vouchers - each month are also 
available at the bar at the beginning of the 
month.

Wednesday Nights - from 6.00pm - $11.00 pizza’s 
and $6.00 pints.

Thursday Nights – Chicken parma and glass or 
wine or schooner beer $16.00 – Members only

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL MENU

Crumbed whiting fillets

What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS NOT WON AND 
IS NOW AT A.... a whopping $2038.00! We also 
have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts vouchers to 
be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between 
7.00 - 7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR
 Monday - Friday      5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and 
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro 
and on Facebook for specials.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 9  Live entertainment on Saturday 
night with Trevor Mac and Sunday March 10 in 
the afternoon with Acoostic Moose. Come on 
in and have a few quiet ones with friends and 
family

Please note we have new lock out rules, if a 
patron is not in the hotel by 10.00pm they will be 

refused service, by order of Management.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel

Saturday Nights – Steak and schooner beer or 
glass wine $16.00 – members only.

HAPPY HOUR

Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon

Members prices - $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies.

Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening 
6.00pm to 8.30pm.

Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager



Merriwa RingerPage 26

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO

Thursday nights 6.00pm. Tickets on sale from 
5.30pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All 
welcome.

BOWLS

Casual Bowls available. 

GOLF

Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

RESTAURANT

Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm. 

Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon 
to 2.00pm. 

CHINESE SMORGASBORD
Sunday March 31

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228.

WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle - March 3
Saturday members draw, no 57 was not won – 
next week $130.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week 
$120.00

Dinner:   Leo Bailey 
Free Tickets:   Loretta Cooper
Bowls Raffle:    Beatrice Voysey    

Sunday March 4
Members draw, no 80 was not won – next week 
$1200.00.

Des Snelgrove

Merriwa Sports Club BOWLS

MIXED SOCIAL BOWLS - Every Friday morning at 
9.30am. 

BAREFOOT BOWLS - Yes it is on again! Bowls every 
Friday evening at 5.30pm. 

ORGANISING A FUNDRAISER

Why not consider holding a BOWLS GALA DAY! 
It is a fun social way to get the community 
involved. Contact the Secretary - Bruce Smith on 
0447 091 365.

All are welcome to come to any of the above 
mentioned days, including mums, dads, kids and 
people who have never played before. Spare 
bowls are available.

PENNANTS TEAMS TO PLAY AT MUSWELLBROOK

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3

P Rush  K Bevan K McConiskoy - Skips

J Edens S Fullick G Watson

B Smith P Cottom A Perkins

M Barwick C Loft  C Constable

Games will stat at 1.00pm on Saturday March 9.

Paul Cottom

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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Merriwa RLFC Club

Coach Kyle also gave us some awesome tips 
for starting off the blocks and we could all see 
immediate improvements.

Paige Walker, Jeremy Hopkins, William Collins, 
Lula Peebles, Alyssa Carrall, Madelaine Thrift 
and Olivia Collins achieved great things at 
the Singleton Intertown carnival on Saturday. 
Congratulations team on your awesome results!

Next week will be the final time trials and training 
for this season. Both at the usual times: time 
trials at 5.00pm on Tuesday and training at 
4.30pm on Thursday. The season will conclude 
with presentations held at the pool March 26 at 
5.00pm.

We will be hosting the Intertown carnival on 
Saturday March 16. The carnival begins at 
2.00pm. Committee members, parents and 
helpers please meet at the pool at 1.00pm. The 
club is most appreciative of anyone that can 
help on the day with the bbq, marquee setting 
up, time keeping and ribbon writing. Please 
contact Melissa on 0455 208 603 if you can help.

Melissa Collins

Merriwa Swimming Club
THE BBL COMES TO MERRIWA SWIMMING 

CLUB

Training was a lot of fun last Thursday 
with relays, games and cricket! Great 
sportsmanship by everyone and great 
fielding by those that were in the pool. 

G’day Magpie supporters!

Just thought I’d give everyone an update on 
how the boys preseason has been going so far.

At the back end of 2018, we headed to the 
gym due to the wonderful wet weather closing 
the oval. We had good numbers with the boys 
pushing themselves hard and struggling through 
the workouts.

We kicked off 2019 in similar fashion, having really 
good numbers to training. The training sessions 
have been quite intense and all of the lads have 
been pushing themselves to their limits which is 
all you can ask for as a coach. We have even 
had a few spewers, who won’t be named.

We have also had some old faces join us for 
training, showing the younger guys how its done 
and that there is still life in their old legs.

After every training run, we have also had good 
numbers heading over to our major sponsor ‘The 
Merriwa Sports Club’ for a Powerade and water. 

The team also recently had an afternoon of 
lawn bowls, which featured the cooking services 
of the Merriwa Old Boys. I’m not sure if it was how 
they were made or cooked but the scotch fillets 
‘Max’s Country Cuts’ delivered where mouth-
watering.

All in all the pre-season is looking good with a lot 
more hard training ahead with one goal in sight, 
to be a competitive and consistent football side 
week in week out. We also have playing semi 
finals football in our sights as well.

If anyone is considering putting a jersey on for 
the Magpies this year, I suggest you make your 
way down to the oval at 6.30pm Tuesdays and 
Thursdays/Fridays. The team would be more 
than happy to see new players at training.

Our first game will be on Friday night the April 
27. I hope to see the ground full of sponsors and 
supporters cheering on our Magpie men and 
women. 

Baz 
Merriwa Magpies 2019 Reserve Grade Coach

SEASON LAUNCH, TRIVIA AND GAMES

Saturday April 13 at 6.00pm for 6.30pm, at 
Merriwa Sports Club for everyone over the age 
of 16.

Costing:  Just $10.00 per person

Great prizes to be won. 

Tickets will be available shortly. Food can be 
purchased at the Chinese or bring along your 
own.  Training for Ladies League Tag is Tuesday’s 
and Thursday’s at 6.00pm at no.1 Oval.

We are still after a Secretary to take on this year’s 
job, I have a busy schedule and can’t keep up 
with doing it as well as Treasurer. 

Jessyca Morgan
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Saturday was the last round of the regular 
season and saw The Merriwa side host Bunnan. 
Bunnan won the toss and elected to bat first on 
a pleasant afternoon for cricket.

With semi-finals looming, it was the last chance 
for the Merriwa side to fine tune preparations in 
a bid to do better than last year. The opening 
Bowlers for Merriwa turned the heat on when 
handed the ball, bowling with accuracy and 
speed to put pressure on the Bunnan Opening 
Batsman. After three overs just two runs had 
been scored. Some big hitting in the fourth 
accelerated the total to 11, before the bowlers 
found the right spot to bowl to the aggressive 
Bunnan opener. In the sixth over Charlie Stokes 
produced a well placed outswinger on a good 
length to collect an edge on the way through. 
Doug Munro took a fanastic reflex catch in 
first slip, with the ball being delivered at great 
speed. This saw Bunnan at 1-14 in the sixth over.  
A ‘cool as you like’ caught and bowled from 
Brad Strachan in the following over had the 
visitors at 2-14. Another well directed out swinger 
from Charlie Stokes again caught the outside 
edge, this time travelled to second slip where 
Brad took his second catch for the day. Brad 
and Charlie then bowled a batter each to have 
the Bunnan side at 4-30 after 12 overs. A bullet 
like throw from James Munro at mid-off to the 
bowler had the batter short of his crease to see 
the fifth wicket fall. Both the opening bowlers 
bowled out their eight overs with Charlie taking 
3-16 with three maidens and Brad 2-20 with two 
maidens. The change of bowlers kept the flow 
of wickets going. Another catch of the bowling 
off Greg Sheehan and the visitors went to the 
drinks break at 6-54.

Brad Strachan again contributed in the field with 
a flat throw from the boundary over the stumps 
for another run out and then took his third catch 
of the day in the outfield off the Bowling of Nev 
Blackadder. 

A cross bat display in the 22nd over gained 
some runs for the Bunnan total, however the 
lack of wickets remaining was the problem with 
the visitors eventually falling for a total of 79. Nev 
picked up one wicket and Greg contributed 
with two.

The Merriwa batters went to the task confidently, 
scoring six an over for the first three overs, then 11 
in the fourth to be 0-29 after four. A miss-timed on 
drive saw Brad caught at mid-on for ten, bringing 
Greg Sheehan to the crease. Greg opened his 
scoring with a six onto the sheds, and it soon 
become apparent that the safest place for kids 
and spectators was under a shed of some form, 
as it started to rain cricket balls. Some big overs 
took the Merriwa side to 1-63 after seven overs. 
When Jon Osmond did not quite middle a ball 
that was there for the taking and got caught out 
for 21, the game was well and truly in the bag. 
Charlie Stokes came to the crease and together 
with Greg, gathered in the required runs in the 
11th over. A great win heading into the finals.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Merriwa has taken out the minor premiership 
for the 2018/19 season. A huge effort and well 
deserved. All the guys are hoping to improve 
on last years final appearance to complete the 
year.

A big thank you again goes to the Sponsors. This 
year has seen the Master Blast junior training 
days conducted with great turn outs every week 
made possible from sponsors donations. These 
young kids will be the future of the Merriwa side. 
Along with this, it is the generous donations that 
allow the club to stay functional, so thank you.

Stay tuned later in the week when the team 
and location of the game is announced for the 
major semi-final.

Congratulations everyone!

Raymond Osborne 

Merriwa Cricket Club
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Training starts this Thursday March 7

• U6’s 4.30pm 

• U7’s 4.30pm

• U8’s 4.30pm

• U9’s 4.30pm

• U10’s, U11’s, U12’s 4.30pm

• U12’s GLT 5.00pm

• U14’s GLT 4.30pm

• U16’s GLT 5.00pm

A decision will be made end of this week based 
on actual numbers for our U10’s, U11’s, U12’s 
teams. So if you have a child wanting to play 
in these age groups get them registered (don’t 
pay yet) and get to training  this Thursday. 

You must be registered to train!

There will be help at training for those still needing 
assistance to register.

Parent help is encouraged at training sessions, 
please make yourself known to your child’s 
coach they will appreciate it!

Fiona Morgan

Merriwa JRLFC Club

a chance for all of our students to demonstrate 
their knowledge. M.A.D.F.C is also offering a sign 
a friend promotion when you and your friend sign 
up you and your friend will receive a discount on 
your first month. 

Classes are on: 

• Wednesday 5.00pm to 6.00pm for Kids

• Wednesday 6.00pm to 7.00pm for teens and 
adults

Look forward to seeing you there. For more 
information contact Sensei Ryan Binks on 0431 
518 127.

Martial Arts DOJO 
and Fitness Club

Classes are going well all 
of our students are training 
hard for their up coming 
grading on March 30. This is 

ISABROWN PULLETS
Hamilton’s Pride, Formerly Galilee Poultry 

Narromine,
will be delivering their ISABROWN Laying 

Pullets to
MERRIWA on THURSDAY 

March 21, 2019.
18wks @$20.00ea.

To place orders please 
phone Colin on

 0427 890 549                  
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Sensei Ryan Binks
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UPPERHUNTER.NSW.GOV.AU

NOTICE OF PUBLIC EXHIBITION  
UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL DRAFT 
AGED AND DISABILITY CARE STRATEGIC 
PLAN
A draft Aged and Disability Care Strategic Plan has been 
prepared by SEW Consultants through funding received from the 
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science, Building Better 
Regions Fund. The Plan focuses on the ongoing development 
and improvement to aged and disability services in the Upper 
Hunter Region and has been developed following community 
consultation.
The draft  Plan can be viewed at Upper Hunter Shire Council’s 
Offices at 135 Liverpool Street, Scone, 42 Vennacher Street, 
Merriwa and 47 Mayne Street, Murrurundi during normal business 
hours. The draft Plan can also be viewed on Council’s website at: 
www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au. and at Upper Hunter Shire Libraries.
Members of the public are invited to attend a presentation of 
the plan at Scone Administration Centre, Barry Rose Room, by 
SEW Consultant, Steve Warham on Tuesday 19th March 2019 at 
5.30pm.  

Exhibition Period: from 26 February to 25 March 2019 Written 
submissions are invited from members of the public and should be 
addressed to the General Manager. The deadline for submissions 
is 25 March 2019.

NOTICE OF CLOSURES FOR 
STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY
Council closed for staff development day
15 March 2019
2019 is certain to be another big year for 
Upper Hunter Shire Council, kicking off with a 
day of training and development to support 
staff in providing the best possible service for 
the local community.
The development day is a great opportunity 
for teams across three townships to come 
together and update their training and skills 
for the year ahead, and will require a one-
day closure on Friday, 15 March across all 
administration centres, libraries and works 
depot sites.
All children and youth services, waste depots, 
saleyards and airports will remain open to 
provide essential service to the community.
There will be on call staff available for roads, 
bridges, animal control, water and sewerage 
for all Upper Hunter Shire towns on 6540 1199.
For further information, please contact Council 
on 6540 1100.
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DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the 
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in 
articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute 
recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. 
Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the 
Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to claim a 
date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing the 

community for 29 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

MARCH
Friday 8 International Women’s Day - CWA Rooms - light lunch

Monday 11 CWA meeting - CWA Rooms 159 Bettington Street Merriwa 10.00am

Wednesday 13 Meet the State Election Candidates - Merriwa RSL 6.00pm

Friday 15 Merriwa Hospital Auxillary - Street Stall

Friday 15 Merriwa Senior Citizens “Home Day” - Merriwa RSL Auditorium 11.00am

Sunday 17 Merriwa Pony Club Rally Day

Friday 22 Merriwa Red Cross - Calling morning

Saturday 23 Merriwa Pony Club Campdraft School

Sunday 24 Merriwa Pony Club President’s Cup Day

Monday 25 Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre AGM - 6.30pm

March 29 Festival of the Fleeces - Street Stall

APRIL

Saturday 6 Dance the Drought Away - School of Arts - 6.00pm

Saturday 13 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Sunday 14 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Monday 15 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Tuesday 16 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Thursday 18 CWA Street Stall

Wednesday 20 Merriwa Campdraft General Meeting - Merriwa RSL Club - 6.30pm

Saturday 27 Merriwa Races

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 

claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 

spelling and terminology.


