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DANCE the DROUGHT AWAY 

 

 

 

 
From 6pm on Saturday 6th April  

at 

Merriwa School of Arts 

Join together with family & friends for this FREE 
drought support event for the Merriwa community!  

Brought to you by 

REGAL EVENTS of Newcastle 
 

FEATURING Dance music 

for the young & young at heart 
 

  Supper & Dessert provided -  BYO drinks  
              Bring a partner or get a table of friends together 
     RSVP for catering by 31st March to Kim at CWA 6548 2558 

 

Supported by 
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Merriwa Central 
School

Principal’s Report

Thursday 28 Year 10 Mock Interviews
APRIL
Monday 1 Rural Roadshow 2019 Years11/12
Thursday 4 Parent Teacher Interviews
Tuesday 9 School Photos
Tuesday 9 Zone Cross Country

Coming Events

What a fabulous cross country we had last 
Friday! The addition of a colour run to the 
event provided a wonderful atmosphere to 
the cross country. Thank you to Mr Grant for his 
organisation of the cross country and colour 
run, and not to mention the sausage sizzle. We 
have uploaded some incredible photo’s to the 
school Facebook page, and have a display in 
the primary and secondary foyers.

YEAR 1

Over the coming weeks parents will notice some 
changes with the class teacher on Year 1 as Miss 
Martin gets closer to her maternity leave. Miss 
Martin and Miss Eather will be team teaching on 
some days, as the class transition to Miss Eather 
taking over the class in Term 2.

Miss Martin will continue working with Year 1 and 
other students until her leave commences in 
Term 2.

SCHOOL COUNSELLOR

Our school is 
fortunate to have a 
school counsellor visit 
each Wednesday, 
and alternate 
Thursday. Kathy 
O’Donnell started 
working with our 
students in 2018 and 
has been allocated 
to our school again 
this year. Kathy is 
available to support 
students, teachers 

and parents in a range of areas. If parents would 
like to discuss their childs needs we Kathy, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the school and make 
an appointment.

MULTI-CAMPUS SCHOOL

One of the difficulties of being principal of a 
multi-campus school, is trying to be in two places 
at once – the primary and secondary campus. 
Usually I move between sites during the day 
meeting with students, staff and parents. 

Next term I will be trialling a change to this routine, 
and will base my office in secondary Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday and primary on Tuesday 
and Thursdays. So if you’re a secondary parent 
and would like to meet with me on a Thursday, 
the meeting will occur on the primary campus. 
This change in organisation will take us all a little 
while to adjust to and I seek your patience and 
understanding in the meantime.

Darren Noonan
Principal
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Secondary Report
YEAR 7/8 ENGLISH - SPOOKY STORIES

For the first half of this term, 7/8 English scared 
the life out of each other by reading and writing 
spooky stories. Here is one of our spookiest, 
written by Jack Sumpter-Cornish:

Ashleigh Golden

Three weeks ago myself and two mates went 
out the back paddock of Gus’ farm to do some 
hunting for wild deer.  The plan was to camp 
the night in the old hut. We had some food and 
drinks and Gus had his trusty old rifle. We were 
ready for adventure. Little did we know how it 
would change our lives forever.

 By the time we got out there it was late afternoon 
and it had started raining.  We weren’t really keen 
to get wet so we decided to seek refuge inside 
the hut.  Gus’ dad had often told stories about 
Mad Billy and his rampages and the rumours of 
him haunting the hut. As if we believed that!

 There wasn’t much to do in the hut so we 
climbed up to Billy’s watchtower where we 
found an old diary and some posters of ‘missing 
persons’. Things were getting a bit freaky and 
we didn’t appreciate Max making jokes about 
Mad Billy returning from his grave.

 Max opened his mouth to speak but it sounded 
like a girl screaming. 

“You sound like a wuss” I said .  “ That wasn’t 
me “said Max.  He really didn’t need to say any 
more because the scream became louder and 
more desperate and it was coming from the 
hut.  We looked at each other for a split second 
and scampered down the ladder to the door 
and out to the ute.  The veranda was covered 
in blood and we could hear crunching sounds 
inside the hut.  Gus loaded his rifle while I kicked 
the ute into gear. YES! WE WERE OUTTA THERE.     
                        Jack Sumpter Cornish

THE  SLAUGHTER  AT  MAD  BILLY’S  HUT

TELL THEM FROM ME STUDENT FEEDBACK SURVEY 
(TERM 1, 2019)

This term Merriwa Central School will like many 
other public schools in the state, participate in a 
Department of Education initiative: the Tell Them 
From Me student feedback survey. 

More information about the survey is available 
at: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au

The survey is a great opportunity for our students 
to provide us with valuable and quick feedback 
on what they think about school life, how 
engaged they are with school and the different 
ways that teachers interact with them. Capturing 
the voices of our students will help improve how 
we do things at our school. 

The survey aims to help improve student learning 
outcomes and measures factors that are known 
to affect academic achievement and other 
student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide 
survey is on student wellbeing, engagement 
and effective teaching practices. 

The survey is a great opportunity for our students 
to provide our school with valuable and quick 
feedback on what they think about school 
life, how engaged they are with school and 
the different ways that teachers interact with 
them. Schools in Australia and around the world 
have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help 
improve how they do things at school. 

The survey is confidential. The survey is conducted 
online and will typically take less than 30 minutes 
to complete. It will be administered during 
school hours on the 5th April and the 8 April 2019. 
Participating in the survey is entirely voluntary.

A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers 
about the survey is being sent home with 
students. If you do not want your child or children 
to participate, please return the form to school 
by April 3, 2019. 

Copies of the form and FAQs are available from: 
http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au/information-for-
parents.

The consent form and FAQs are available in 23 
languages.

If you have any questions please contact Miss 
Golden on 6548 2119. 

Deputy Principal’s Report

Sharon Kenaly
Deputy Principal
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AGRICULTURE 
NEWS

In t roducing 
the latest 
addition to 
the Ag Farm,  
two school 
bred dorper 
cross lambs.

HSIE REPORT
YEAR 12

Things are well underway this year for our senior 
students. In Ancient History, students have been 
studying Spartan society, which will be drawing 
to a close soon with their historical analysis 
assessment task due next week. We then look 
ahead to next term, when we will be examining 
the Julio-Claudians (AD14-69) and Agrippina 
the Younger. In Standard English we have been 
analysing the 1997 Australian film The Castle, 
that recently made its way back on to the HSC 
Prescriptions list for the module “Language, 
Identity and Culture”. This module too is drawing 
to a close, with the presentation assessment due 
in Week 10. Next term we look forward to turning 
our attention to the module on creative writing. 

YEAR 8
This term in Year 8 Geography, students have 
been studying the unit “Water in the World”, 
that requires them to investigate things such as 
how much water there is on Earth, where we 
access freshwater and to examine the global 
water crisis. This has been a very pertinent 
topic, considering that we find ourselves amidst 
local communities such as Murrurundi, who 
are indeed facing an issue regarding access 
to water. Students respond well when they are 
able to relate things in the world around them to 
what they are studying in class, and this topic has 
of course engaged many classroom discussions 
and opinions.

Charlie James Agriculture Teacher

ROAR 
Last week saw the boys ROAR touch football 
team take on Denman for a place in the grand 
final. Unfortunately they went down 2-1 and 
their season came to an end. This marked both 
a memorable and emotional time for our school 
touch football teams, as it was the last game to be 
played alongside both Chad Grant and Adam 
Johnston. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank both of these men for their ongoing 
dedication and commitment to the ROAR 
program, including allowing the opportunity for 
several young men in the school community to 
proudly represent ROAR with a touch football 
competition team for a number of years. I don’t 
think that either of you will ever truly know the 
extent of the positive impact that you have both 
had on the lives of the hundreds of students that 
have come through the program in the 10 years 
since its inception. Thank you. 

Amanda Johnston

FAVOURITE CLASS:   PE because I enjoy sport 
BEST PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT: Becoming a prefect in Year 6 and 
being elected in the SRC 2 years running
CAREER ASPIRATIONS: Neurosurgeon because they get good pay and 
you can help people. It is also very different to a lot of jobs
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: U/14’s Denman Devils League Tag 
Team and eating Doritos
YEAR ADVISOR COMMENT: Ildiko has a vivacious personality and is always 
fun to be around. She knows how to have a laugh and can tell some 
pretty funny stories and jokes which I hate to admit can be better than 
mine at times. Ildiko is a kind and caring student who always wants the 
best for herself and others.
  Asheigh Golden - Year Advisor Ildiko Papp

Year 8

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
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CAREER NEWS

ANU - Girls in Engineering and Technology 
Program (GET Set): June 25. 9.00am to 4.00pm

 The Girls in Engineering and Technology Program 
(GET Set) is designed for female students in 
years 7-10, who wish to explore an education 
and career in engineering or technology. This 
free, fun-filled day of non-competitive activities 
includes design, test and build tasks, lectures, 
demonstrations and more. Years 9 to 12 girls 
talk to current students, women in industry and 
workshops. 

CROSS COUNTRY REPORT

I want to start off by thanking each and every 
student who attended our school cross country 
carnival on Friday, for making it a spectacular 
colour explosion of an event. I had a ball, the 
teachers had a ball and I’m sure everyone who 
joined in on the day had a ball as well. 

With so much fun being had, it was challenging 
to decipher winners on the day, however we 
have done our best and it will be something to 
be aware of for next year in our planning. As it 
stands, Wentworth was the unlucky 4th place 
getters on the day with 143 points, Oxley had a 
much improved showing with 147 points, unlucky 
to pip Lawson on 148 points, which means 
Blaxland has knocked Lawson of its pedestal this 
year with a convincing 188 points.

AS FOR AGE CHAMPIONS

18 years  Victoria McNaught

17 years  Benjamine Nebauer   
   Libbie Towell

16 years  Mackenzie Blackadder

15 years  James Taylor-Stacey  
   Brodie McMillan

14 years  Nil 

13 years  Dylan Keane    
   Brooklyn Blackadder

12 years  Alyssa Carrall

P 13 years  

P 12 years  Harry Cook    
   Brooke Sampson

P 11 years  Daniel Mead 

P 10 years  Kayden Adams   
   Matilda Clark

P 9 years  Deakin Milgate   
   Sharlotte Oldham

P 8 years  Charlie Cook    
   Hazel Chin

A big thank you again to everyone who 
participated and who helped me out in the 
lead up to and on the day. It was a big effort, 
but I’m sure we can all agree a very rewarding 
and enjoyable experience for our students at 
Merriwa Central School.

Chad Grant 
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P AND C ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The P and C would like to invite all interested 
parents and committee members to attend 
a P and C Federation information session to 
learn about how a P and C committee works 
and ways we can further support our children 
and their school. If you have been interested in 
joining our committee but are unsure what it will 
involve or what will be expected of you, this will 
be a great opportunity to find out and have all 
of your questions answered. 

There will be a morning session and an evening 
session both held on Tuesday April 2 at the Great 
Hall in the Secondary, so you will be able to pick 
a time that suits you best. 

Merriwa Central School – 9.30am Registration

Start 10.00am -1.30pm

Merriwa RSL - 5.30pm Registration

Start 6.00pm-9.00pm

Reminder: Annual General Meeting scheduled 
for Tuesday April 30 at 6.30pm at the RSL Club. 

Don’t forget to be eligible to take on a position or 
to even vote, you are required to be a financial 
member and to have attended at least one 
meeting prior.

Please come along to our next meeting with 
$2.00 to join on Tuesday April 9 at 6.30pm at the 
RSL Club.

Keirra Hourn

h t t p s : / / c e c s . a n u . e d u . a u / e v e n t s / g i r l s -
engineering-and-technology-program-get-set

Scholarships for Medicine

Plan ahead and research these great options.

• Bonded Medical Places Scheme
• Rural Australia Medical Undergraduate 

Scholarship (RAMUS)
• John Flynn Placement Program
• Medshop Australia Student Scholarship 

Program
• Medical Insurance Group Australia – elective 

grants program
• Remote Vocational Training Scheme (RVTS)
• Support for Rural Specialists in Australia 

Funding
• General Practice Rural Incentives Program
• Australian College of Rural and Remote 

Medicine (awards and prizes)
• Cowra Country Women’s Association 

Medical Education Grant
• Rural Resident Medical Cadetship
• Bush Bursary/CWA Scholarship
• HETI GP in Psychiatric Medicine Scholarships

Experience It! at UoW - Engineering Immersion 
for Female Students Years 7-10:  July 5

Engineering is simply the practical application of 
Maths and Science. Engineers imagine, create 
& continuously improve on ways that make the 
world a safer, better place to live. Come to: 
Experience It at Uni of Wollongong. Bursaries 
available for travel & accommodation for 
students more than 120kms away. https://portal.
engineersaustralia.org.au/event/2019/03/
experience-it-student-conference-2019

Plan Now for the AgriFutures – What is your 
Industry?

Learn the various professional options in the 
agriculture and farming industries and where 
they are heading. Select from a range of options 
to see what it represents to our nation and where 
you want to head. https://www.agrifutures.com.
au/rural-industries/

Code Like a Girl: 2-Day Junior Coding Camp: 
Mischief and Magic (Ages 12-16): 23 April

Code Like a Girl’s coding camps complement the 
National Digital Technologies curriculum. We’re 
committed to providing girls with a nurturing 
environment where they can comfortably learn 
and explore different areas of coding at their 
own pace, based on their own interests.

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/code-
l i k e - a - g i r l - 2 - d a y - j u n i o r - c o d i n g - c a m p -
mischief-and-magic-ages-12-16-nsw-tickets-
56235369504?aff=erelexpmlt

ADF Gap Year Gap Year Videos

No matter what part of the Defence Force you 
wish to enter  there is a role for you in an ADF 
GAP Year. See any of the 20 videos showing a 
wide range of roles you can go into in an ADF 
GAP Year.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLv0sCn
eygGhee5nNS03odp62fGvJLjKj8

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

reads with the teachers and practised his one-to-
one crisp finger pointing. Johnathon was keen to 
write and showed how he is remembering some 
sight words and spaces between words. He tried 
hard to say his sentence before he wrote it and 
listened to how the teacher was modelling it. 

In the playground he played kindly with others 
and made safe choices. Johnathon created a 
fitness activity for sport on Thursday. 

At Ulan on Tuesday he was friendly towards other 
people and was keen to learn about robots, 
healthy Harold and drumming. 

SCHOOL VICE-CAPTAIN’S REPORT WITH DYLAN 
MCLENNAN

Sophie and I went to the Colour Run in Merriwa. 
During the run, we were coloured in paint when 
people sprayed us with bright powder from the 
bottles. I thought it was excellent, thank you to 
Mrs Nairne for transporting us and to Merriwa 
Central School for letting us come and hang out 
with your students. My legs weren’t even sore 
afterwards which was great!

EASTER RAFFLE

Our school captain, Sophie, would like to improve 
the garden and playground. She would like your 
support please by donating either Easter Eggs, 
Easter book or another type of Easter product 
(perhaps a soft toy bunny) to our school raffle 
please. These items can be brought into school 
anytime from tomorrow until the day of the 
Easter Hat Parade (Thursday 11th April). Please 
also support Sophie and her project by buying 
some raffle tickets or asking members of your 
family if they would like some.  Thank you.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK – 
JOHNATHAN HILLHOUSE

Johnathon has been 
awarded our Student 
of the Week award for 
his effort with class work, 
cheerful personality and 
enthusiasm for learning. 

Throughout the week 
he was keen to read his 
new books and familiar 

SUCH A BRIGHT DAY

Our Year 6 students 
had an extra BRIGHT 
day yesterday after 
attending Merriwa 
Central School’s Colour 
Run Cross Country! 

A huge thanks to Mr 
Grant for organising it 
and to Merriwa Central 
for the invite.

WE SAW HAROLD!

Students and staff 
had an awesome 
day last Tuesday with 
Ulan, Goolma and not 
forgetting Harold.

Students experienced 
the Life Ed Van, 
robotics, music and lots 
of play and laughing 
with their new friends!

PATTERN’S GALORE!

Students from Kinder-
Year 6 have been 
learning more 
about patterns in 
mathematics. 

Figuring out how 
patterns works is 
an important skill to 
develop. Students in 
kindergarten began 

with recognising and copying simple patterns. 
We call these ABABAB patterns as they are made 
of two items (AB) which then repeat. Students in 
older years practised lots of continuing patterns 
and included number patterns. 
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It is also important that our mathematicians learn 
to describe and explain their patterns. 

HAPPY HARMONY DAY

Last Thursday was Harmony Day. Students read 
and discussed the story I’m Australian Too and 
learnt more about the importance of knowing 
that everyone belongs. 

Katie Burgess
Teaching Principal
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Sandy Hollow 
Public School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

I am delighted that this term, our school, like many 
other public schools in the state, will participate 
in a Department of Education initiative: the 
Tell Them From Me student feedback survey. 
The survey measures factors that are known 
to affect academic achievement and other 
student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide 
survey is on student wellbeing, engagement 
and effective teaching practices. 

More information about the survey is available 
at: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.au

The survey is a great opportunity for our students 
to provide us with valuable and quick feedback 
on what they think about school life, how 
engaged they are with school and the different 
ways that teachers interact with them. More 
than 6,300 schools in Australia and around the 
world have used Tell Them From Me to survey 
5.4 million students. Capturing the voices of our 
students will help improve how we do things at 
our school. 

I want to assure you that the survey is confidential. 
The survey is conducted online and will typically 
take less than 30 minutes to complete. It will 
be administered during school hours between 
March 11 and April 12. Participating in the survey 
is entirely voluntary.

A consent form and FAQs for parents/carers 
about the survey is being sent home with 
students. If you do not want your child or children 
to participate, please return the form to school 
by Friday March 22. Copies of the form and FAQs 
are available from: http://surveys.cese.nsw.gov.
au/information-for-parents.

POWER FM

In Week 10, we will be participating in the 
Power FM Schools Breakfast program. Damien 
and Stolzy will be broadcasting from 7.00am to 
9.00am. Students will be provided with a free 
breakfast consisting of cereal and fruit. The 
coffee van will be available for hot chocolate 
and coffee. Students, families and members of 
the community are encouraged to join in any 
time from 7.00am.

WHAT IS THE BIG VEGIE CRUNCH?

Only around 5% of NSW children eat enough 

vegetables. To help our community do better, 
our school will be taking part in The Big Vegie 
Crunch (part of Vegetable Week) at 10am on 
Thursday April 4. 

Primary schools across NSW will be joining 
together to break the record for the most 
students crunching vegetables simultaneously. 
Last year 50,260 students crunched together. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 

• Pack a container of vegetables (not fruit this 
time) for your child to eat on Thursday 4th 
April

• Keep serving up the vegetables at home 
and in your children’s lunchboxes!

HEALTHY HAROLD 

Healthy Harold visited us on Friday. Students in 
Kinder-Year 1-2 participated in the program 
Growing Good Friends and students in Year 3-6 
will do the program Mind Your Medicine.
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NETBALL GALA DAY   

Last Friday Years 3-6 travelled to Scone to 
participate in a Netball Gala Day.

This day was based on developing skills and 
teaching children the techniques needed to 
participate in the game of netball. The students 
participated in 5 games, winning 3 games, 
drawing 1 and losing 2. I was so proud of all the 
students; Shaneka and Taylan for their team 
work when shooting goals, Riley, Bill and Roary 
for their wonderful defence in the game, Eli for a 
speedy centre, Mikayla, Skye, Mya and Isabelle 
for a fantastic effort in attack and defence. The 
sportsmanship and effort they put in on the day 
just demonstrated what wonderful children we 
have a Sandy Hollow Public School.

Again this day could not occur without the help 
of our parent drivers, so thank you to Michelle, 
Renee, Leanne and Aimee. Also a huge thanks 
to Bella who offered her services to umpire for 
the day.

PINK SHIRT DAY 

The students supporting the National Day of 
Action against Bullying and Violence by wearing 
their Pink Shirts!

• Isabelle – great sentence work

• Taylan – YCDI –developing confidence in 
maths mentals

• Mikaela – progress in reading

• Eli H – consistent effort in writing

• Lane – developing confidence in writing

SPORTSPERSON OF THE 
WEEK

WEEKLY AWARDS

• Mikayla – fantastic 
effort in maths 
activities

Christina Darlington
Principal
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

As you would be aware, Mr Ashley Borg has been 
our Acting Principal since the commencement 
of Term 1.  Last Friday we were very excited to 
receive the news that Ashley has been successful 
in his application for the permanent position of 
Principal of St Joseph’s Merriwa, commencing in 
Term 2.   We congratulate Ashley and warmly 
welcome him and his family into our school 
community.  

Leadership is a continual conversation in our 
classroom. Often, we discuss good leadership 
and what it looks like.  Leadership isn’t always 
easy; it requires skills such as listening, reflecting, 
discussing, thinking of others, not getting your 
own way and not always being able to make 
the popular choice; just a few areas which 
have become evident this year. Although, Year 
6 have leadership badges it is important for 
all (including Year 5) to be good leaders who 
others in our school community look up to.

St Joseph, our patron saint, was a great leader 
and showed Jesus how to be a leader as well. 
Qualities such as loving, faithful, nurturing, 
supportive, humble and courage are some to 
name a few which St Joseph demonstrated. 
At our school, we celebrated his feast day on 
Tuesday 19th March and were joined by family 
and friends. A liturgy was held on Monday and 
activities such as tie dying, calligraphy, STEM 
activities, circuit making, board games and 
art activities were held on Tuesday. Thank you 
to Year 6 who very capably prepared lunch 
for us all and demonstrated a great aspect of 
service to others. It was a wonderful opportunity 
for us to come together and share each other’s 
company as we celebrated and reflected on 
our patron saint’s feast day. 

This term Stage 3 have been investigating how 
laws are made during History. We are very 
lucky to have two copies of the Magna Carta 
in our classroom and have explored why it is 
important for everyone to follow a set of rules. 
The investigation has continued, exploring 
what democracy means and how and why our 
levels of government all play an important role 
in our country and rulemaking. It was a great 
coincidence that we were able to learn about 
this while preparing for the recent state election. 
Many students accompanied their parents to 
the polling booths to get a firsthand experience 
of our democratic society in which we live and 
how we all play an important role. 

Last week we welcomed Healthy Harold and his 
assistant Sylvia. For our Year 6 this was the last visit 
to the Life Education Van. The students explored 
the decision-making process, especially around 
drugs. The discussion was around good and bad 
drugs. Remembering that a drug is any substance 
that, when it enters the body, changes the way 
the body works. This can be a good change 
(Ventolin for an asthmatic) or a bad change 
(alcohol and cigarettes). Then the discussion was 
around what affects our decision making. We 
need: information, influences – family, friends, 
law etc and understanding our consequences 
for our behaviour. These consequences can 
be both positive and negative. We are very 
fortunate to have the Life Education Van visit us 
to give us such important skills for life. 
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It’s Kia Ora Music Camp time again. Ten 
students will be travelling to Scone this week to 
participate in a variety of activities including 
Hip Hop dance, Taiko drumming, Jazz dance, 
Marimba playing and Choir. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to not only be with other 
students from the Upper Hunter but be exposed 
to outstanding tutors, many who travelling the 
world in their specialist area.

This week sees Anna Kerrigan visiting us again. 
Anna is the Artistic Director of the Aspire program 
which is an initiative of the Maitland-Newcastle 
Catholic Schools Office and allows students 
to work in all areas of Creative Arts, whether 
it be on the stage or behind the stage. Anna 
will be working with each class to help devise 
our original production which will be held in 
September. Stay tunned for the date. It is always 
a wonderful night.

Anne Marie Peebles
Stage 3 Teacher

AWARDS

Congratulations to this week’s award winners:

Kindergarten - Lily Schmidt – for demonstrating 
clever thinking and application in Science

Stage 1 - Thomas Luke – for his great work ethic, 
mature approach to learning in all KLAs and 
amazing sound algorithm in Science

Hudson Wallace – for his understanding of time 
facts in Mathematics 

Stage 2 - Shykiah Walters – for terrific involvement 
and participation during extra curriculum 
activities. 

Annabelle Hunt – for displaying outstanding 
sportsmanship skills in sport lessons by 
encouraging and supporting her peers. 

Stage 3 - Peter Hagley - for demonstrating good 
knowledge and participation during our Life 
Education visit

Arfan Isam - for demonstrating good knowledge 
and making good decisions during discussions 
on drugs.

Principal’s Awards - Rihanna Hunt - for being kind 
and considerate to others in the playground.

Charlie Barry - for excellent presentation of her 
uniform.

Each year, our Lenten Journey begins on Ash 
Wednesday and continues for 40 days, the 
same time Jesus was in the desert. During that 
time, we can have a physical journey but also 
a spiritual journey. The difference between the 
two journeys are physical movement and for 
the spiritual journey its about our own personal 
relationship with Jesus. This is enhanced by 
learning how to be reflective and spend time 
in prayer and meditation. A time when we can 
reflect on our lives and the lives of Jesus. Prayer 
can take on many forms  - it can be communal 
and personal. Stage Three are working on 
developing their personal prayer through 
meditation. Meditation is a skill which needs to 
be practised and students need to be open to 
this experience. In the busyness of our lives it is 
often hard to find time to sit still and think about 
our own spiritual journey. 

Last Friday we were lucky enough to have 
Sophie from the NRL come and hold a clinic 
with us. The skills shown were outstanding and 
students all participated, demonstrating great 
sportsmanship. Next week, five Stage 3 students 
are attending the Upper Hunter Touch Football 
trials. We wish all students the best of luck. We 
know they will make us proud and represent our 
school with great pride.
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Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre
RESOURCING FAMILIES 

For most parents with competing demands, the 
first thing to go is often related to self-fulfilment 
or self-care. It makes sense. Becoming parents, 
you live for your children. You learn they are 
worth sacrificing for. But there must be balance 
if we want to be the kind of role models our 
children can look to for learning how to navigate 
challenging situations and for knowing how to 
live a healthy, satisfying life. Remember, we 
are parenting for the future … preparing our 
children to become healthy 30, 40 and 50-year-
olds. Model for them what that looks like.

INVEST IN YOURSELF

• Enjoy yourself. Commit to doing at least one 
thing you enjoy each week. Spend time on a 
hobby. Maintain your interests

• Feeling stressed? Find ways to relax. Take a 
bath. Listen to calming music. Read a book. 
Practice mindfulness

• Nurture the important relationships in your 

minutes every morning for you can change 
the entire flow of your day. You may only have 
a cup of tea, do some yoga, go for a walk or 
read a book. But that 10 minutes is your time to 
rejuvenate and set your intentions for the day. 

In a small community we are our own best 
resource and I encourage any parent or 
guardian to contact the Merriwa Pre-School if 
they are interested in coming along and forming 
a parent and guardian chat group. Children are 
welcome to come along and play and don’t 
forget help, if you need it, is always but a phone 
call away:

Parent Line is a telephone counselling, 
information and referral service for parents of 
children ages 0 to 18 who live in New South 
Wales.  FREE Professional help for parents and 
carers of children 0 - 18 in NSW. Call 1300 130 
052.

Tresillian has a wide range of specialist services 
for families with a baby or young child. There is 
also the 24hr Parent Help Line 1800 637 357 free 
call outside Sydney.

Karitane aim to provide information and support 
to as many parents as possible, in addition to on-
site services they have the parenting information 
on and Karitane Careline anytime 7 days a week 
1300 227 464.

Leah Folpp
Director

life. Find time to return messages, emails, 
and calls even if it is just a quick “thinking 
of you” text to a friend. Show your spouse 
or partner you care with a thoughtful 
note or small gesture

• Invest in others. Helping others is 
gratifying and brings a sense of meaning 
and purpose to our lives. So get out and 
volunteer, join a community service 
organisation, or engage in small acts 
of kindness. It’s easy helping an elderly 
neighbour unpack groceries, or picking 
up a busy friend’s child from school.

How to find the time:

• Allocate it: The time is there you just need 
to make it a priority, so put it in your diary, begin 
small, block out 15mins of you time and make it 
non-negotiable. 

• Swap ‘self-care’ time: organise with 
another time poor parent to arrange a couple 
of hours once a week where you take turns in 
looking after each other’s children and take 
time for you.

• Get up earlier: Taking as little as 10 
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Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Luke 13:1-9 - Give me time to dig around it - 
Times running out.

The Lenten theme of repentance (metanoia) 
is the central teaching of today’s Gospel. As 
Jesus moves towards Jerusalem, he speaks with 
a sense of great urgency to the crowds who 
come to him. Time is short. Jesus gives the crowd 
two very graphic images of disasters: the first is 
of Pilate slaughtering some Galileans while they 
were offering their sacrifices, and the second is 
a tower near the pool of Siloam that suddenly 
collapsed. Jesus’ message to the crowd is, 
“Don’t think this couldn’t happen to you.” There 
was a tendency to see the hand of God behind 
such sudden, apparently haphazard disaster s, 
and so to think that those caught up in these 
events were being punished for sin. In this way 
some could be thinking, “This couldn’t happen 
to me. They deserved it.” Jesus warns against 
such complacency. The parable of  the fig 
tree reiterates this teaching. Time is running out. 
Today is the moment of choice.

The “Time is short” message is not meant to 
frighten us with the thoughts of death, but to 
urge us to live authentically. Live fully. Live each 
moment purposefully. Are we people who 
choose life, or does life just happen to us? Lent 
is a metanonia time giving us a chance to have 
a change of heart and to live from the choices 
of our heats. We are at the half-way point of 
the Lenten journey. This week takes some time 
to reflect on your life to go. Choose while the 
choice is still possible. Time’s running out.(From 
“Sundays Under the Southern Cross” by Mary 
Coloe PBVM).

HOLY EUCHARIST each Friday and Sunday at 
10.00am. All welcome. 

We will also have Bible Study in Lent - Dates to 
be decided by Rev’d Pam.

                  Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Branch Secretary, Mary O’Neill, on 6548 2383.

PROGRAM FOR DAWN SERVICE

• 5.40am - Assemble at the Cenotaph

• 6.30am - End of Dawn Service

• 7.00am - Breakfast at Merriwa RSL Club 

PROGRAM FOR MAIN SERVICE

• 10.15am - All citizens/groups wishing to 
participate in the march are to assemble 
outside the RSL Club

• 10.30am - March commences

• 10.40am - General Assembly at the Cenotaph 
and service commences

• 12.00noon - Sausage sizzle for the young 
people taking part in the ceremony

• 1.00pm - Commemoration Luncheon for all 
citizens wishing to attend (tickets available 
at the Merriwa RSL Club).

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 
old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them.

Mary O’Neill

ANZAC Day Commemorations
All citizens are being 
asked to help share in 
this solemn occasion 
to help preserve the 
Spirit of the ANZAC 
and to remember 
the great sacrifice 
that so many made, 
in order that we may 
live in peace.                      

If anyone wishes to 
participate in the 
laying of a wreath 
or seeks any further 
information please 
contact the RSL Sub-
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Don’t miss this 
opportunity to 

visit our
mobile unit at:

13 20 50
20 minutes every 2 years 
could save your life

Call 13 20 50 to book 
your free screening 

mammogram

WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE

Merriwa
Merriwa Multi

Purpose Service
McRae St

Merriwa Multi 
Purpise 
Service
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use 

of this free service, please contact us before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Jeffrey Leo 
Cronin

OCTOBER 25, 1950 
TO MARCH 10, 2019

The family of the late 
Jeff Cronin (Monk) 
would like to thank 
all who sent flowers, 
cards, cooking, 
made phone calls 
and visited. A 
special thank you 
to Dr Emad and 
Sharee for all they 
did over the time. to all the staff at the Merriwa 
MPS ladies and Mens Bowlers, John and Sheryl 
Folpp and Father Tobin.

Your kindness has been greatly appreciated at 
this sad time please accept this as our personal 
thank you.

Rest in peace!

Your partner, Dell Fear

JANET YVONNE BAIHN

To my darling wife, Janet 
Baihn, thinking of you for 
the past 727 days, waiting 
for you to walk through the 
door, but if you don’t, I will 
keep on counting until you 
do or I get to come to you.

All my love, your Hubby 
Bob.

In Memory

Bob Baihn

STEPHEN TUDOR

MAY 30, 1950 TO MARCH 21, 2003

Its been sixteen long years since you left us,

But you didn’t go alone.

For part of us went with you  

The day God took you home.

Loved you then, love you still

Always have and always.

Till we meet again

Your loving Mum, Dad (dec), your loving children 
Matt, Amy, Sam and families, your loving sister 
Carol, brothers Les and Paul and their families.

God Bless.

Nita Tudor

In Loving Memory

JUNE 1, 1934 TO MARCH 1, 2019 

The family of the late June Vero 

June Vero

wish to thank 
everyone for their 
love, support, 
m e s s a g e s , 
phone calls, 
cards, cooking, 
attendance at 
the funeral and 
donations to 
the Hunter and 
Northern Kidney 
Association.

We would like to 
also thank Rev’d 
Pam Fraser and 

Rev’d Pat Kirkby, Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
John and Fay Folpp, and the Merriwa RSL for 
their catering.

Your kindness is greatly appreciated. Please 
accept this as our personal thanks.

Cec, Clifford, Sandra, Julie, Pauline, Des and 
David Vero
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Please take a moment to read this article and 
lend your support to the possibility of a rather 
disturbing development happening - the fate of 
our Gummun Place Hostel. There is a proposal 
being considered by the Upper Hunter Shire 
wishing to pass the management and ownership 
to a suitable alternative.

We are most fortunate to have such a wonderful 
Aged care centre, staffed by caring, devoted 
staff – the residents are happy and feel most “at 
home”. This kind of treatment and care can only 
be provided where all parties involved have the 
welfare and care of their charges as a priority.

We are a small country town with a small Aged 
care facility which if absorbed into a larger 
organisation will lose its identity, become a mere 
cypher in the bigger organisation and  quality of 
care for our residents could be reduced due to 
restrictions placed on how much time could be 
spent with each person.

In the climate of “abuse of the elderly” it is 
interesting that it is the bigger establishments 
who have been called to task – the small ones 
like ours are free from such a stigma but should 
we be absorbed by a large corporation we will 
be “tarred with the same brush” and our loving 
caring environment could be lost.

This might lead to the facility closing all together 
and residents forced to be dispersed to larger 
communities such as Scone or Muswellbrook.

The closure or reestablishment of the residents 
to out of town facilities would have a much 
larger impact on our community in general – we 
need to consider if we would still have the same 
number of doctors, the effect on our Pharmacy 
and businesses in our town. A town without an 
aged care facility is less attractive for doctors. If 
we are unable to attract/retain doctors then the 
health of the entire community will suffer and 
the huge gap in the life expectancy between 
city and the bush will continue to grow.

Sadly at this stage we have no idea exactly 
what the Shire has in mind with their cryptic 
short statement – is it going to be status quo, are 
they planning on selling the business, are they 
planning to sell the business and the building, are 

Merriwa Tourist Welcoming 
Centre and Men’s Shed

they planning on moving the current residents 
to Scone or Muswellbrook – we don’t know 
and we need to ask the Shire for a community 
consultation telling us exactly what is on their 
agenda before any action is taken.

We showed our community spirit when we came 
together on Bugger the Drought day, supporting 
each other and protecting our way of life – well 
folks, Now is the time to do so again!!!!

We need your support to ensure Gummun Place 
stays operated for our residents and continues 
to provide the very best for our aged citizens. 
This is not just a battle for Gummun Place. It is 
a battle for the health of our District and all its 
residents.

The town really needs to get behind this cause 
or we may all suffer a major blow to our access 
to timely health care – the aged, the newborn 
and all that fall in between. 

PLEASE lend your support by writing to the Shire, 
signing petitions, helping those organisations 
who are ALREADY very active in ensuring that 
these proposed ideas are properly explained 
and discussed.

On behalf of concerned residents of Merriwa…

Edith Shipway President, Merriwa Tourist 
Welcoming Centre and Men’s Shed

Community Notice Board
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GUMMUN PLACE - A MERRIWA TREASURE!

THANK YOU

The members of Merriwa Red Cross would like 
to thank you most sincerely for supporting their 
efforts to raise money for Red Cross Calling. An 
amount of $404.15 was forwarded to Red Cross 
and this will assist their endeavours to support 
their disaster relief and recovery fund.

The winners of the 100 Club were -

First   No 91  - Norma Redman
Second  No 67 - Keith Richards
Third   No 45 - Faye Rush

The winner of the raffle was No 18 - Cathy 
Constable.

Cheree Walmsley

Merriwa Red Cross
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GAME DAYS FOR 2019

• Tuesday April 9 with visitors from Singleton
• Tuesday July 2 with visitors from Coolah, 

Denman  and Cassilis
• Tuesday September 17 with visitors from 

Muswellbrook.

More details on these home days later.

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens

The BreastScreen NSW mobile breast cancer 
screening bus will be at Merriwa Multi-Purpose 
Service, McRae St, Merriwa from April 29 2019 for 
a limited time.

Women in NSW have a 1 in 9 risk of developing 
breast cancer in their lifetime.

BreastScreen NSW offers a free, high quality 
service for the early detection of breast 
cancer. When breast cancer is detected early 
most women can return to a normal life after 
treatment.

While women aged 50 to 69 years are particularly 
encouraged to attend, all women aged 40 
years or over are eligible for free screening 
mammograms.

Women should have regular screening 
mammograms every two years – once is not 
enough.

Having a mammogram isn’t difficult and early 
detection is vital.

Take advantage of this free service while the bus 
visits Merriwa.

Simply call 13 20 50.

Irene White

Breast Screen NSW
BREASTSCREEN NSW RETURNS TO 

MERRIWA

ANGLICAN WOMEN’S GUILD
Mother’s Day Morning Tea

WHEN: Friday May 10
From: 10.00am

CWA Rooms - Raffles availabe

I wish to offer my apology to Joan Morgan and the Ladies Guild for missing this last week.

OUR STREET STALL IS TOMORROW!

As the Festival is a community event, we would 
be grateful for any donations of saleable items.  
The proceeds from the stall will go towards the 
expenses for this years Festival of the Fleeces – 
Saturday June 8.

STREET STALL:  Friday  March 29, 2019.

Barbara Campbell

Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces

Due to the great success of our last Waltz Back 
in Time get together we have decided to have 
another one. 

This will be April 3 at Gummun Place Hostel at 
10.00am to 12 noon.

Come and join us for morning tea, have  a great 
discussion and sharing of information about 
wonderful town and history.

Julie Wilton

Gummun Place Hostel
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Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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ST. DAVID’S UNITING CHURCH
PIE/LAMINGTON DRIVE

Order sheets have been out for a couple of 
weeks, and the time for collection is here. The 
sheets are due to be collected on: Wednesday 
March 27 – that was yesterday.  I am giving one 
days grace and will be collecting on Thursday 
March 28.  

If anyone has not ordered and would like to 
order, please call me on:

Home:   6548 5131  (evening is best)

Mobile:   0428 485 131  - can leave a message

Delivery Date: Wednesday April 10 from St 
David’s Uniting Church, cnr Vennacher and 
Mackenzie Streets, Merriwa.

Barbara Campbell

Pie Drive
A LEGACY TO LEGACY

For the past 25 years John Penninger has 
been giving his time, energy and enthusiasm 
to providing Rosemary sprigs from Merriwa to 
the Legacy charity. It has been through his 
guidance that the Merriwa community have 
worked together to supply 90% of the Rosemary 
worn during the Anzac Day parade in Sydney. 
Through John’s efforts, he has helped raise over 
$80,000 each Anzac Day to the Legacy cause.

Now, due to moving on to ‘the next chapter’ of 
his life, and selling the wonderful herb farm that 
he developed, John is happily ‘hanging up his 
secateurs’ and passing on the coordination of 
this project to me.

I know that I can never fill the shoes of this kind 
and gentle soul, but I will certainly try to keep the 
flow of Rosemary to Sydney going as best I can. 
Merriwa Rotary Club have kindly offered to help 
with this project also.

If you have any Rosemary bushes in your garden 
and are happy to donate some trimmings to 
this year’s harvest, please keep your Rosemary 
bushes watered and we will be collecting 
donations at the RSL Club from Saturday April 13 
to Tuesday April 16.

For more information contact us on  0408 482 778 
More information will follow.

Many thanks, 

Annie Rodgers

Merriwa Rosemary Collection

Merriwa Surgery
Merriwa Surgery would like to WELCOME back 
Dr Adrian Plaskitt a few days a month in the 
surgery with us.

Dr Plaskitt in addition to general medicine runs 
clinics of Hypnosis and Mental Health. Please call 
the surgery 6548 2305 select option 1 to book an 
appointment or find out more information.

Dr Jasem will be on leave from Monday April 8 
and back in the surgery on Monday April 15. The 
surgery will be closed for three days only whilst 
Dr Jasem is on leave with Dr Plaskitt covering the 
remaining days.

Dr Jasem, Dr Plaskitt and staff

100 CLUB RESULTS

Tickets sold by Eva Towler, thank you.

Drawn by David Lucano on February 23.

First  Ellen Taylor ($50 Merriwa Gift Card)
Second Jill Whitby ($30 Merriwa Gift Card)
Third   Kate Bull ($20 Merriwa Gift Card)

Did you know that Merriwa Gift Cards are 
redeemable at 20 local businesses.

Robert Smith

Merriwa Little Athletics Club
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scratch, these kitchens embrace the country 
way with modern life in mind

• Funny girl; Celeste Barber on her life in the 
country

• How to make your own hot cross buns & other 
delicious Easter treats

• Rug up! With cooler days ahead, it’s time to 
lay down floor coverings

• The Good Life; a young family and their 
menagerie of animals have space to grow 
on their Goondiwindi cattle property.

UNPLUG

• Take time for you; mindful relaxation with 
colouring

• 75 puzzles; Sudoku, Crossword, Hexagon, 
Codecracker and more!

AUSTRALIAN GUITAR

• Gary Clark jnr. Changing the world, one tune 
at a time

• Plus! Dream Theater, Devin Townsend, Bring 
me the Horizon, Amy Shark, Sports Bra & 
much more!

• Australian recording technique; the power of 
self-producing with Alex Wilson.

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT 

Wherever you go, go with all your heart.

BEANIE BOO 

My name is Bloomy.

Hop with me on a colourful rainbow, then we’ll 
just sit there and watch all the flowers grow.

My birthday is April 25.

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 

and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

Business 
Merriwa Newsagency

N
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COUNTRY STYLE

• Country Kitchen Special; designing 
the heart of the home. Starting from 

Country Women’s Association
Hi Everyone.  Hope everyone enjoyed the lovely 
rain.  We really did need some. Which leads me 
into one of our first events coming up.

DANCE THE DROUGHT AWAY

Where:  School of Arts
Starts:   6.00pm
When:  Saturday April 6, 2019

FREE.  We will have a band and sausage sizzle.  
You can book a table or get a group together 
by letting me know on 02 6548 2558.  BYO drinks 
and alcohol.  Hope to see everyone there.

CWA STREET STALL

Just in time for Easter.

When:  Thursday April 18, 2019.

MERRIWA RACES

When:  Saturday April 27, 2019.

We will be there cooking up a storm, so we hope 
to see you all there.  Steak Sandwiches, hot 
dogs, cakes, sandwiches, tea, coffee and soft 
drinks.  Come and enjoy a feast.

OUR NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is Monday April 8 at 10.00am at 
the CWA Rooms. 159 Bettington Street, Merriwa. 
New members are always welcome. 

Enquiries to: Penelope Fenley on 6548 3060 or or 
Kim Clydsdale on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

The CWA Rooms are available for hire at very 
reasonable rates by contacting Kim Clydsdale 
on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

Kim Clydsdale

Local Business 
of the Week

The Merriwa Ringer 
wishes to thank its 
sponsors for their 
ongoing support!

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042
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The situation in Churchill is particularly alarming. 
Aged care facilities are an important factor 
for doctors when choosing where to setup a 
practice. The loss of aged care facilities from 
a town makes it harder to attract and retain 
doctors. If a town fails to retain the reliable 
services of general practitioners then the whole 
town will suffer, timely access to healthcare for 
our residents will be reduced and our health 
outcomes will continue to degrade compared 
to our city cousins.

Council should be fighting to retain aged care 
services not “devolve” themselves. All levels of 
government have a role to play here and the 
buck passing should stop so whatever issues 
there are can be addressed.

Robert Smith

UHSC AGED AND DISABILITY CARE STRATEGIC 
PLAN - FEEDBACK

It is with great concern that I read in the UHSC 
ageing and disability strategy action plan 2018-
2027 of the councils intention to “1.5 Seek to 
devolve role as provider of aged care services 
where a suitable alternative can be identified”. 
I take it to mean that this would involve the 
privatisation of Gummun Place Hostel. Such a 
move may have unintended consequences that 
will negatively impact the delivery of healthcare 
to the entire Merriwa Community. In particular, 
it may further reduce Merriwa’s ability to attract 
and retain doctors which would ultimately 
further decrease access to timely healthcare for 
our residents.

When I reached out to other members of The 
Rural Pharmacy Network Australia to learn of 
their experiences with privatisation I received 
some alarming replies.

“Our small local aged care facility used to 
be council owned and was sold to a private 
operator that also runs a larger facility in our 
region about 5 years ago. There have been a 
range of issues since then. Cost cutting, staff 
shortages, high turnover of staff, local staff 
resigning, concerns about standards of care 
from local families, concerns raised by local 
doctors etc. The aged care operator no longer 
uses the local services (e.g. laundry, pharmacy). 
Meals used to be cooked on site and are now 
shipped in. The pharmacy that now services the 
facility is a large chain pharmacy located over 
an hour away. Medication delivery is now once 
a week, whereas we used to deliver every day. 
The local people are aware that they can get 
their pharmaceutical supplies from us still but 
there has been lots of resistance from the facility 
to this. Some families have had to go to a lot 
of trouble to set this up. We have many, many 
concerns about what is happening in this sphere 
and how things like this can impact small towns.”

DOVER PHARMACY, TAS.

“Our local council is “considering their position” 
over acquiring the only aged care facility in 
Churchill, Gippsland which is due to be closed by 
Benetas and all residents moved to a Traralgon 
facility.”

http://www.latrobevalleyexpress.com.au/
story/5960635/fight-for-nursing-home/?cs=1462

Churchill, Vic

Merriwa Pharmacy

COUNCIL WELCOMES COMMUNITY VIEWS ON 
GUMMUN PLACE - MEDIA RELEASE

Gummun Place in Merriwa is on track to continue 
to receive full accreditation for the aged care 
facility from the Australian Government.

Mayor Wayne Bedggood said improvements 
to the facility were an ongoing project and the 
current Council is committed to continuing to 
offer aged care accommodation in Merriwa.

Council’s Draft Aged Care and Disability 
Strategic Plan which is on public exhibition for 
comment included many different options for 
consideration including: “Seeking to devolve 
role as provider of aged care services where a 
suitable alternative can be identified.”

Mayor Wayne Bedggood assured concerned 
residents that a wide range of options are 
considered in planning and that community 
views would guide any future decisions.

“I encourage the community to make submissions 
on the draft Aged Care and Disability Strategic 
Plan. Their views are vital to creating an Aged 
Care and Disability Strategic Plan which will be 
adopted by Council within the next few months.”

Council is extending the deadline for submissions 
until Thursday 4 April 2019. The draft Aged Care 
and Disability Strategic Plan can be viewed on 
Council’s website http://upperhunter.nsw.gov.
au/your-council/media/public-notices/public-
exhibition-of-draft-aged-and-disability-care-
strategic-plan.aspx.

Upper Hunter Shire Council
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Located 40 minutes from Muswellbrook & 15 minutes to 
Merriwa. This 122 acre property is an ideal spot to enjoy a 
rural lifestyle. The home has 3 big bedrooms, the main with 
a built in robe. The lounge is a good size with a combustion 
fire. The kitchen is in very good condition with a combustion 
fire. There is a covered entertainment area. The yard is fully 
fenced. There is a 1 1/2 bay garage, 2 bay machinery shed, 
wood shed & a fully equipped bore to water the lawns and 
trees. The land is mostly timbered native bush with some flat 
open paddocks around the house. If you are after a peaceful 
rural life this block will suit. 

59B Marquet Street, Merriwa  $100,000.00

1445 Flags Road, Merriwa  $365 000.00

Situated on a 750sqm block, this DA approved site is to 
convert the existing shed into a 3 bedroom home. The 
DA is current for a further 4 years. The shed is iron with 
a concrete floor and is ready for conversion as per the 
plans shown. This is a very cheap way to build a home 
with all approvals in place. 

On 12 March 2019, the Australian Aged Care 
Quality and Safety Commission conducted an 
assessment contact of Gummun Place Hostel. 
This is essentially an audit of operations to ensure 
that it is meeting accreditation standards. 

Council has been advised that the facility has 
met the expected outcomes for:

• Management systems, staffing and 
organisational development including 
Information Systems

• Health and Personal Care including Clinical 
Care, Specialised nursing care needs, and 
Medication Management.

Gummun Place had passed the forty other 
inspection outcomes required, in 2018.  The 
facility is accredited until September 2019 and 
Council has recently applied for subsequent re-
accreditation after that date.

Mayor Bedggood thanked Gummun Place staff 
for their work. 

Council has recently engaged a consultant, Jo 
Bailey Quality Care, to assist with continuing to 
improve the quality of service provided by this 
important community facility, and particularly 
the legislated administrative requirements that 

will be introduced by the Australian Government 
on the 1 July 2019.

Wayne Bedggood
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

MERRIWA 

Country Education  

Foundation 

Helping Merriwa students 

with ter�ary expenses. 
Want to apply for a bursary or 

help with a dona�on?    
  Jane Hegarty 0408 761 052 
Amanda Kemp 0457 485 150 

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

S
Sunstopper

Blinds & Awnings

Phil & Cathie White
sunstopper@outlook.com
Cathie : 0439409005
Phil : 0439440321

We will  
be in Merriwa on 

February 25 for blind, 
awning or shutter 

measuring  
and quotes.

PO Box 4637 Dubbo NSW 
Please phone to arrange an appointment for the day

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Vice President: Julie Llewelyn

Secretary: Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Tammy Bradley

Publicity Officer: Keirra 
Hourn

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: 
Position vacant

Treasurer: Leanne Hunt
0487 761 253

Secretary: Kellie Porter
0432 109 760
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

     20,21 & 22nd September!ccc

2019
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa Rugby 
League Football Club

President: Ben Robins
Vice President: Marc Previati

Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

0429 482 389

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
Paul Frampton

Contact - 0428 485 182

April 
27, 

2019

Visit www.
merriwaraceclub.com.au

 

 

 

 
Merriwa District 

Progress Association Inc 
SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 3rd Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm 
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000 

Or Beron on 6548 2245 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
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Calamari rings
Moroccan lamb skewers

All served with chips and salad
Wagyu burger and chips

Fresh chicken schnitzel burger and chips 

$10.00
Available Monday to Friday  

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $180.00 
was not won the number was 863, this week it 
jackpots to $200.00 and will be drawn between 
6.00pm – 7.00pm.

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge 7.00pm 
draw for $840.00 was not won the number was 
463, this week it jackpots to $860.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth $900.00 
was not won the number was 285, this week it 
jackpots to $950.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $200.00 
was not won the number was 158, this week it 
jackpots to $220.00. LTPS/18/26042

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$600.00 was not won last week the number was 
363, this week it jackpots to $650.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

Names are now being taken for the footy tipping 
comp. 

WI-FI – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members 
and guest.  

Birthday vouchers - each month are also 
available at the bar at the beginning of the 
month.

Wednesday Nights - from 6.00pm - $11.00 pizza’s 
and $6.00 pints.

Thursday Nights – Chicken parma and glass or 
wine or schooner beer $16.00 – Members only

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL MENU

Crumbed whiting fillets

Saturday Nights – Steak and schooner beer or 
glass wine $16.00 – members only.

HAPPY HOUR

Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon

Members prices - $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies.

Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening 
6.00pm to 8.30pm.

Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO

Thursday nights 6.00pm. Tickets on sale from 
5.30pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All 
welcome.

BOWLS

Casual Bowls available. 

GOLF

Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

RESTAURANT

Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm. 

Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon 
to 2.00pm. 

CHINESE SMORGASBORD
Sunday March 31

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228.

Merriwa Sports Club
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What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS NOT WON AND 
IS NOW AT A.... a knee capping $2433.00! We also 
have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts vouchers to 
be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between 
7.00 - 7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR
 Monday - Friday      5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and 
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro 
and on Facebook for specials.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

ANZAC DAY

When:  Thursday April 25

2up starting at 12.00pm, come along and try 
your luck at the great Australian game. 

Please note we have new lock out rules, if a 
patron is not in the hotel by 10.00pm they will be 
refused service, by order of Management.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel

WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle - March 23
Saturday members draw, no 199 was not won – 
next week $150.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week $160.00

Dinner:   Max Barwick
Free Tickets:   Karen Taylor 
Bowls Raffle:    Max Barwick    

Sunday March 17
Members draw, no 121 was won – next week 
$350.00.

Des Snelgrove

Merriwa RLFC Club

over the age of 16.

COST:  $10.00pp

Great prizes to be won. 

Please book your table at the Sports Club, either 
drop in or call 6548 2028. Food can be purchased 
at the Chinese or bring along your own. 

TRAINING

This week Reserve Grade training Tuesday and 
Friday and next week Tuesday and Thursday. 
If you are interested in playing come along to 
training or feel free to ask via our Facebook 
page, Merriwa Magpies Reserve Grade and 
Ladies League Tag.

GAME DAY

Our first home game is April 26 against Murrurundi.  

Jessyca Morgan

N
ew

s Sporting
SEASON LAUNCH, TRIVIA AND GAMES

Saturday April 13 at 6.00pm for 6.30pm, 
at Merriwa Sports Club for everyone 

Merriwa Cricket Club
MERRIWA BREAKS A 31 YEAR DROUGHT

Saturday Merriwa took on Rouchel in the grand 
final of the upper hunter A grade Cricket Grand 
final held in Scone on Saturday. After Scone 
received 7mm of rain on the Friday night, the 
wicket was going to have a fair bit in it for the 
bowlers on the day.

Rouchel was first to bat and the opening bowling 
partnership of Brad Strachan and Charlie Stokes 
continued their dominance that they had 
displayed all season. After 3 overs Rouchel had 
slowly edged their way to 0-2. Brads swinging 
ability managed to have the first of the openers 
caught in the 4th over, and Rouchel was 1-3 after 
4 overs. Rouchel slowly moved the score along to 
be 1-13 after 7 overs. In the 8th over Brad struck 
again to remove the second opener and have 
Rouchel at 2-15 after 8. As always, Charlie was 
threatening from the other end, and in the 11th 
over picked up the wicket of Rouchel’s second 
drop and have Rouchel at 3-18 after 11.

Rouchel steadied the ship and put on a steady 
19 run partnership. However, Greg Sheehan 
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to Ben for his contribution to the team’s success 
on the weekend, but also for the enthusiasm he 
brings with him to the game’s week in and week 
out through-out the year.

The win therefore rewarded Merriwa with both 
the Minor and Major premierships for the 2018/19 
season. The last Merriwa team to win an A grade 
grand final was the team of 1987/88, therefore 
breaking a 31-year drought.

Merriwa has been a dominant force in the 
competition all year. However, you must win the 
game that counts to complete the season. The 
way Merriwa conducted themselves to produce 
the win shows the character in the club and 
the depth. Let’s hope that the side can hang 
around for 2019/20 to defend their title.

We would like to thank our wonderful sponsors 
that have contributed to the club for the 2018/19 
season. These include

MAJOR SPONSORS

* Merriwa Sports Club
* Rosto Olives

* Tullatula Partnership

GOLD SPONSORS
* Merriwa RSL Club

* Elders Merriwa
* D and K Telfer Earthmoving

* Kingslyn
* Gundabri Pty Ltd

* Frampton Farming
* Cassilis Park

* Merriwa Petroleum and Ag Supplies
* Osmond’s Pumps and Water Solutions

* Welderup
* Merriwa Pharmacy

* Merriwa Engineering
* Tomimbil Seeds

BRONZE SPONSORS

* Curtiepie
* Gilder Group

* Williams Concrete

The club would also like to thank the Alker 
family for the donation of the roller that has 
helped prepare the good standard of wickets 
throughout the season. Thank you to everyone 
that has contributed to the club.

Congratulations to the Merriwa Cricket Club, 
your 2018/19 premiers.

picked up 2 wickets in the 16th over to throw 
the balance of the game in Merriwa favour 
and have Rouchel at 5-38. In his next over Greg 
picked up another wicket, to Have Rouchel 
at 6-40, which was the score heading into the 
drinks break.

The first over after the drinks break Greg picked 
up his fourth wicket with Rouchel adding no 
more runs, and the game had certainly swung 
in favor of Merriwa. Greg’s next over seen him 
bag a double, to finish with the figures of 6-12 of 
5 overs. At the other end supporting Greg, Nev 
was also keeping things tight. The bowlers were 
being backed up in the field by an energetic 
and error-less effort. Nev was rewarded with a 
wicket that seen Rouchel all out for 46. Although 
not a large target, Merriwa still had score the 
runs to record the win.

The Merriwa openers started of steady with 
their head down. They were keeping the good 
balls out and picking the gap in the field with 
the balls there to be hit. After 5 overs, Merriwa 
had progressed to 0-9. However, in the 6th over 
disaster struck with a double wicket maiden, to 
take the Merriwa side to 2-9 of 6. The 10th over 
seen another wicket maiden bowled to have 
Merriwa at 3-15, and the pressure was starting to 
build on the field.

The 12th over seen 2 more wickets fall, and 
Merriwa was now at 5-24, the target of 46 
starting to get further away. When Rouchel 
backed up in the 13th over with 2 more wickets, 
Merriwa was now at 7-29, and the balance 
of the game had well and truly swung to the 
favour of Rouchel. The 15th over, Rouchel again 
took 2 of the Merriwa wickets, to have Merriwa 
at 9-36, still needing 11 runs for the win. What 
would happen next?

It was crowd favourite, Nev Blackadder’s 
turn to bat. However, Nev was not about 
to be rushed onto the field. Nev finished his 
sustenance (Gatorade I believe???) before 
slowly meandering his way out to the crease, 
Where Ben Nebauer was occupying the other 
end. Nev’s opening scoring shot went to the 
boundary. Nev remained calm whilst ticking the 
scoring over, and mentoring Ben at the same 
time. After 20 overs, and heading to the sheds 
for drinks, Merriwa was 9-45, 1 run short of the 
draw, 2 short of the win.

After a nerve-racking drink break for all, the 
players took the field to decide the outcome. 
The 3rd ball bowled after drinks Nev sent to the 
boundary, to take the score to 49 and record the 
win for the Merriwa side. A special Mention goes 
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Raymond Osborne
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students who have participated in a free come 
and try class. We look forward to seeing you all 
back at another class soon.

M.A.D.F.C is holding it’s first Merriwa Grading at 
the Anglican Church Hall on Saturday March 
30 commencing at 9.30am. All spectators are 
welcome to come a support the students during 
this special event, entry is fee.

The grading will include students from both 
Merriwa and Singleton clubs. It is always a 
pleasure to see the two clubs come together 
and participate in joint events.

For further information regarding classes or 
grading please contact Sensei Ryan Binks on 
0431 518 127 or at madfc@outlook.com.au.

Sensei Ryan Binks

Martial Arts 
DOJO and 

Fitness Club
UPCOMING EVENTS 

AND NEWS

M.A.D.F.C would like to 
welcome all the new 

M NUTT CONTRACTING
53 McKenzie Street, Merriwa

Stock Clearance Sale
April 8 to April 12

8.00am to 4.00pm daily

All stock must go, one week only!

GARAGE SALE
218 Possum Springs Road, Merriwa

Everything MUST Go
LG Fridge/ freezer - Double door (fridge above 

freezer drawer) 

Washing machine 7kg front loader

Household furniture, Lamps, Hammocks, Double 
Swag, Sleeping Bag, Kitchen appliances, Guitar, 

small TV and DVD player (all region), 

And lots lots more.

What’s for Sale?

You will need: two 12cm squares of red paper, a small piece of black paper or card, a green (or 
painted) pipe-cleaner, glue, scissors.

1) Fold the two squares of 
red paper into quarters, 
then diagonally into 
eighths.

2) Draw curved lines on the 
two folded squares. Make 
one bigger than the other.

3)Cut the folded squares 
along the lines. Unfold the 
shapes.

4) Glue the smaller shape 
inside the larger shape

5) Cut a small circle of black 
paper or card and glue in 
the centre of the circle

6) Glue or tape the pipe-
cleaner to the back of the 
flower
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DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the 
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in 
articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute 
recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. 
Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the 
Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to claim a 
date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing the 

community for 29 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

MARCH
March 29 Festival of the Fleeces - Street Stall

APRIL

Saturday 6 Dance the Drought Away - School of Arts - 6.00pm

Saturday 13 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Sunday 14 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Monday 15 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Tuesday 16 Pony Club NSW State Championships

Thursday 18 CWA Street Stall

Wednesday 20 Merriwa Campdraft General Meeting - Merriwa RSL Club - 6.30pm

Thursday 25 ANZAC Day

Saturday 27 Merriwa Races

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 

claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 

spelling and terminology.


