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Merriwa Central School P&C  
are once again hosting this year’s 

  Christmas 
Ham and 
Prize Raffle 
at the Merriwa RSL Club 

   When: Thursday December 19 
 Starting at 7.30pm 
20 Hams + Prizes           

to be won 

 

Tickets on sale from 
6.30pm on the night 

Show your support for 
Merriwa Central School 
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Merriwa Central 
School

Principal’s Report

Deputy Principal’s Report

As the school year draws to a close we celebrate 
the achievements of our students throughout 
the year at our end of year presentation 
assemblies. Congratulations to all students who 
were recognised for their achievement this year. 
At Merriwa Central School our aim is to ensure 
all students achieve their personal best. Whilst 
all cannot top the class, success is measured for 
each individual student in a myriad of ways. 

YEARLY REPORTS

All students will be issued with Semester 2 reports 
on Friday. I encourage all parents to take the 
opportunity to consider teacher feedback 
on your child’s progress. Staff are available 
next week should any parents wish to clarify 
comments on reports.

YEAR 6 GRADUATION DINNER

Year 6 students are looking forward to starting 
secondary next year after a successful Year 7 
transition program. Most are excited to have a 
range of new teachers and exposure to new 
subjects, particularly the practical subjects – 
such as woodwork, metalwork, food technology, 
and science classes. 

Students will celebrate their Year 6 Graduation 
tonight with a special dinner at the RSL between 
6-7.30pm. Some of the Year 6 parents have 
organised a disco following the dinner, parents 
are reminded that the disco is not a school 
function and as a result staff will not be in 
attendance. Parents will be required to supervise 
their children during this time.

SECONDARY BOOK PACKS

As part of our Year 7 transition program parents 
received student handbooks with information 
about book and equipment requirements for 
secondary. If parents have misplaced these 
handbooks equipment information is also 
available on the school website, our Facebook 
page, and the local newsagents.

In primary other than pens, pencils and pencil 
cases students are provided with the books they 
need for classwork.

SUN SAFE SCHOOL

Each year we welcome our Kindergarten and 
Year 7 students with a new school hat as part of 
our policy to promote sun awareness. The school 
hat in all its forms (broad brimmed, bucket, cap) 
is part of the school uniform which we expect 
students to wear. 

LAST DAY OF TERM

Next Wednesday December 18 marks the last 
day of the school year. Staff will complete 
professional development on Thursday and 
Friday before breaking-up for the year. We will 
have a considerable amount of maintenance 
work taking place over the school holidays in 
preparation for the new school year.

Darren Noonan
Principal

LOVE BITES JUNIOR 

For the past eight weeks, the Year 6 girls have 
been working with Jessie and Bec from Upper 
Hunter Community Services to complete the 
Love Bites program. Each week the students 
studied a different topic. Topics included, 
relationships and social media, helps or harms, 
belief about relationships, communication, 
power, managing jealousy, social media and 
relationships and social media. The Love Bites 
program is specifically designed for young 
people and is run across many schools. The Year 
6 girls eagerly engaged in the program, offered 
their thoughts and ideas and discussed maturely 
specific topics pertinent to their age bracket. 

We look forward to working with Upper Hunter 
Community Services in the future.

Narelle 
Smith

Deputy 
Principal
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ASSEMBLY REMINDER

Our final Kindergarten-Year 6 assembly will 
be held tomorrow, Friday December 13, at 
the special time of 10.00am. Our Kinder-Year 
6 Choir will be performing and all classes will 
be presenting a special item to celebrate the 
festive season. This will be the last opportunity 
for students to receive merit awards in a formal 
setting. We’d love to see you there!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to the following students for 
receiving Student of the Week awards in Week 
8.

Kindergarten  James Llewelyn
Year 1   Alby Caban
Year 2/3  Charlie Cook
Year 3/4   Lachlan Munn
Year 4/5  Tyler Kenny
Year 5/6   Jackson Whitby (absent)
Library   Zane Smith

Primary

CLASS OF THE WEEK

As the school year draws to a close, Mrs Vidler 
has been encouraging all students to promptly 
return their home readers in order to prepare 
for 2020. Congratulations to Kindergarten for 
being the first class to have all students return 
their home readers to school. Ruby and Xavier 
proudly accepted the Class of the Week award 
on behalf of Kindergarten.

Emma Garbellini
Relieving Assistant Principal

CHOIR PERFORMANCE AT THE CAROLS IN THE 
PARK

Students from our Kinder-Year 6 Choir proudly 
represented our school at the Merriwa Combined 
Churches Christmas Carols in the Park on Sunday 
8 December. There was an impressive turnout of 
students for a Sunday evening and they were all 
very nervous but excited to perform! They sung 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Feliz Navidad 
and When Christmas Comes to Town and did so 
beautifully. 

Our Kinder-Year 6 Choir also performed earlier 
this week at our Presentation Day and will 
be performing again tomorrow at our final 
Kindergarten-Year 6 assembly. I would like to 
personally congratulate and thank every one 
of our talented performers for their dedication 
throughout the year. They have really grown 
together as a group, have made wonderful 
improvement and should be extremely proud of 
their achievements. Well done to you all, I am 
looking forward to next year!

Keirra Hourn
Choir Coordinator
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FINAL KINDER-YEAR 6 ASSEMBLY

Don’t forget! Our final Kindergarten-Year 6 
assembly will be held tomorrow at 10.00am. With 
performances from all classes and our Kinder-
Year 6 Choir, it is sure to be a delightful morning. 

Keirra Hourn

Secondary
AGRICULTURE NEWS

John Hamson the Primary Industries student at 
Merriwa Central School, represented our school 
at the Worldskills day at Farrer Memorial High 
School on November 25. John participated in 
the Fencing, Tractor and Livestock handling 
skills competition.  John did very well and we 
are waiting for a confirmation of results via 

Charlie James
Relieving Head Teacher Vocational Education 

and Training

email.  If John 
succeeds he 
will be eligible 
for National 
Worldskills final 
to be held 
in Western 
Australia at 
a date to be 
advised.

UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE 

On Tuesday December 3 a small group of Merriwa 
Central School students took advantage of the 
Open Day being held at Newcastle University 
for students in Years 8, 9 and 10.  We arrived 
at the University at 10.15am and were met by 
Ryan a student at the University.  He provided 
a short introduction to University life and the 
opportunities that were available for students 
on campus. 

We then went to the Engineering Faculty where 
we had a hands on workshop with electrical 
engineering trying to work out how to enable 
magnets to activate a idget spinner.  We then 
moved onto the science workshop where 
students were able to look at a range of 
properties associated with different chemicals.  
The last workshop was at the Wollutuka Centre 
for Indigenous education and where we had a 
treasure hunt around the area.

The day was a great opportunity to visit a 
campus and look at the range of facilities 
available to students.  The campus is like a mini 
village as it provides education for over 36,000 
students spread over a number of campuses. 
The Callaghan campus has its own group of 
shops, sporting facilities and entertainment 
areas which students were amazed at. 

Jane Hegarty

SECONDARY HOMEWORK CENTRE

To assist students with homework, 
assignments and develop study 
skills we will be running a homework 
centre in 2020. More details to come 

in Term 1
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FAVOURITE SUBJECT:  I like art because it is creative. I like the 
science because of all the things we learn
BEST PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT: I am amongst the top students in 
Year 8 English
CAREER ASPIRATIONS: Being a fashion designer or a hairdresser 
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Reading and drawing
YEAR ADVISOR COMMENT:  Brooke is a happy student who loves 
anything creative. She is a good friend to others and is kind and 
caring. Brooke has worked very hard this year to achieve very 
good marks in all of her subjects. I am sure we will see Brooke one 
day creating funky fashions and hairstyles for the lucky people of 
Merriwa, Cassilis and surrounds.

Ashleigh Golden - Year Advisor

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 
  BROOKE MCLENNAN - YEAR 8

CAREER NEWS

AIT Open Day  February 1, 2020

AIT’s Open Day is perfect for those wanting to 
explore the endless opportunities available in the 
growing creative industry. This fun and interactive 
day is a great way to get further information on 
our curriculum, course requirements and study 
pathways. Our friendly staff and students will 
also be there to talk to and get advice from. 
Learn about careers and study options in film 
production, animation, digital design, game 
design, and IT. Check out our campus and be 
part of our fun activities. https://info.ait.edu.au/
open-day

Script to Screen Short Course (JMC Sydney) 
Monday, January 20, 2020, 9.30am – Friday, 
January 24, 2020, 4.30pm 

561 Harris St, Ultimo, Sydney

In this five day intensive filmmaking Short Course, 
you’ll get creative using the JMC Film and 
Television Studio’s exciting facilities, developing 
a short film script from page to screen.

Experienced industry filmmakers and technicians 
guide students through a series of practical 
exercises to conquer the major areas of writing, 
directing, cinematography, and post production 
- using JMC’s state-of-the-art post-production 
labs. Learn how to structure, write, break down, 
and rehearse a short script and to plan a shoot 
from beginning to end, all the while working with 
a collective group of like-minds and professional 
actors. With hands-on experience operating 
professional cameras and sound, by the end you 

will not only understand the inside scoop on the 
inner workings of crew roles and the filmmaking 
process – but also get to finish a short film. https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/script-to-screen-
short-course-jmc-sydney-tickets-77241985859?af
f=ebdssbdestsearch

Sydney Photo Walk School Holiday Program (12 
- 18yrs) Sydney Wednesday, January 22, 2020. 
10.00am – 12.30pm

Ted’s World Of Imaging, 317 Pitt Street, Sydney

Proudly supported by Nikon.

This is a fantastic workshop to have you feeling 
more confident with using your camera, but 
more importantly for you to see the world in a 
more creative way!

It’s about learning to look at subjects from 
a different perspective by capturing the 
atmosphere around us and opening your 
imagination.

We help you to develop your skills whether you are 
shooting in Program, Aperture or Shutter priority 
modes. https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
sydney-photo-walk-i-school-holiday-program-
12-18yrs-i-sydney-tickets-84092869035?aff=ebdss
bdestsearch

The Art Of Wildlife Photography - by Nikon School 
Australia Sunday January 19, 2020. 7.00am – 
9.00am 

WILD LIFE Sydney Zoo, 1-5 Wheat Road, Sydney

This hands-on, two-hour photography workshop 
will give you exclusive access to the unique 
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animal kingdom that is WILD LIFE Sydney Zoo at 
Darling Harbour. You’ll be introduced to the skills 
required to photograph all creatures great and 
small, including making what’s microscopic look 
larger than life through the niche method of 
macro photography. https://www.eventbrite.
com.au/e/the-art-of-wildlife-photography-wild-
life-sydney-zoo-tickets-79074352517?aff=ebdssb
destsearch

Demand for Surveyors High

In Australia there are currently 8,172 various 
surveying professionals in the country – including 
cadastral, building, mining and engineering 
surveyors, as well as registered/licensed surveyors. 
However, there is demand for 9,125 surveyors. 
This means we need 953 more surveyors to meet 
the current labour requirements. https://www.
alifewithoutlimits.com.au/increased-demand-
for-surveyors/

Westpac Young Technologists Scholarship  To 
December 31, 2019: Applications closing dates 
vary by university*

Did you gain university entrance within the last 
two years. Students must enrol in an approved 
technology-related degree at one of five 
partner universities. You could get $5,000 per 
year over three years to really inspire your 
thinking. But that’s just the start. We’ll help 
you develop into a stronger leader, provide 
internships and introduce you to unique 
networking opportunities. Best of all, you’ll 
become a lifelong member of the Westpac 100 
Scholars Network; an inclusive group of some of 
the brightest young minds in Australia. https://
scholars.westpacgroup.com.au/scholarships/
young-technologists/

Google Code in 2019 has begun. Register now. 
New tasks are being added daily. Now January 
24

Pre-university students ages 13 to 17 are invited 
to take part in Google Code-in: Our global, 
online contest introducing teenagers to the 
world of open source development. With a wide 
variety of bite-sized tasks, it’s easy for beginners 
to jump in and get started no matter what skills 
they have.

Mentors from our participating organisations 
lend a helping hand as participants learn what 
it’s like to work on an open source project. 
Participants get to work on real software and 
win prizes from t-shirts to a trip to Google HQ!. 
https://codein.withgoogle.com/

TAFE NSW InfoFest: January 20 to 24

With over 1,200 courses, diplomas and degrees, 
InfoFest is a great opportunity to get the 
lowdown on your perfect career. Whether 
you are already working and looking to build 
new skills to land a promotion, a school leaver 
wanting to get qualified faster, or if you are 
thinking about an exciting career change and 
after some essential new skills – you can explore 
a multitude of options at TAFE NSW InfoFest.

TAFE NSW InfoFest allows you to hear directly 
from our teachers, get the course information 
you need, as well as any assistance you may 
require to finalise your enrolment for Semester 1, 
2020. Register at:https://www.tafensw.edu.au/
infofest

Naval Shipbuilding College Work Register

Workers within the shipbuilding industry will 
experience a number of exciting roles and 
responsibilities over the course of their career as 
their skill and experience grow.

Apprentice welder to CEO of a Prime shipbuilding 
company? That’s already happened (CIVMEC). 
Whether you are new to the workforce or 
looking for a change in job or career, by joining 
the naval shipbuilding industry you will help build 
Australia’s new, world-class naval fleet.

Thousands of Australian workers will be needed, 
encompassing a diverse range of careers, 
including:

• Trades – Welders, Boilermakers, Plumbers, 
Electricians

• Designers – CAD/CAM
• Project Managers, Planners, Schedulers
• Mechanical Engineers – Hull, Propulsion, 

Piping Systems, HVAC
• Electrical Engineers – Communications, 

Combat Systems, Power
• Systems Engineers
• Process/Manufacturing Engineers
• Quality Assurance /Inspection, Test
• Supervision – Trades, Professional
• Procurement/Logistics

Register your interest here: https://
workforceregister.navalshipbuildingcollege.
com.au/jobs/NSBC3-workforce-register
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What is TAFE Digital?

250 courses online. In your own time, in your 
own space, at your own pace, be whatever 
you want to be with TAFE Digital. TAFE Digital is 
part of TAFE NSW, the largest online education 
provider in Australia. We combine the best of 
all previous TAFE NSW online platforms (OTEN, 
TAFEnow and TAFE Online) to offer you over 250 
current and industry relevant courses across the 
range of modern industries.

https://www.tafensw.edu.au/digital

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor

DECEMBER
Thursday 12 Year 6 Graduation Dinner - 

Merriwa RSL - 6.00pm
Friday 13 Kinder -Year 6 Formal Assembly 

and Rewards Day
Wednesday 18 Last Day of Term
JANUARY 2020
Tuesday 28 Teachers return
Wednesday 29 Year 1 to Year 12 students 

return to school
Thursday 30 New Kindergarten class starts 

school

Coming Events

WORK EXPERIENCE TERM 4

Harrison Amidy working at 
Merriwa Pharmacy

Gordon Bradley working at 
Merriwa Petrolium and Ag
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

Last week Stage 3 were fortunate enough to 
attend the St Joseph’s Musical ‘Back to the 80s’. 
Thank you to Chelsea Carr and Joel Bristow for 
allowing this to happen, especially providing us 
with a bus so we could attend. It was a great 
production and Stage 3 came back singing the 
songs of the 80’s and asking questions about 
that era. Mr Borg accompanied the students 
and they were amazed that he knew all the 
songs and sang along. 

Over the last couple of weeks, we have 
completed our swimming program. All students 
from Kinder-Year 6 participate and are placed 
in groups according to their levels. At the 
conclusion of our lessons we hold our annual 
swimming carnival - which will be held Friday 
December 13. Come and join us at the pool! 

Special thank you to Mel Bates, Tess Williams, 
Marion Ridding plus our wonderful staff who 
participate in the water to ensure that we are 
teaching students a life skill. The timing is very 
important as families head towards water 
activities during the holidays. 

Stage 3 have enjoyed the transition program, 
during this time we have spent time discussing 
expectations in Stage 3 and ow we all have an 
important leadership role. Although next year 
our leadership model is changing, we are all role 
models to those around us. Year 5 who wanted 
to nominate for the Captain’s roles, nominated 
themselves and presented a speech to the 
school community. The level of these speeches 
was outstanding, and I know it was a difficult 
decision for many. Congratulations to our newly 
elected Captain and Vice-Captain. 

Last week saw the beginning of Advent – a time 
of hope, love, joy and most difficult of all waiting! 
We put up our Christmas trees at home but in the 
church, we also need to prepare for Christmas 
and Advent. Stage 3 helped Father John in the 
church to change the liturgical clothe s- which 
were green to purple which is the colour for the 
Advent season. The students also prepared the 
Advent wreath. This is a wreath which has four 
candles, representing the four weeks of Advent. 
At the beginning of each week a new candle 
is lit until we make it to Christmas. Thank you, Fr 
John, for allowing us to be part of this process.
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As part of our visual arts program we have been 
looking at different fibres and 3D objects. The 
first half of the term we spent time perfecting 
out skills in origami with the most difficult task of 
completing an infinity box. Students were very 
pleased with their results. During the second half 
of the term the students have been weaving 
baskets. Students have had to learn to take their 
time and many have had to pull theirs apart 
and start again. We have been working on the 
strength of perseverance. 

Farewell and Congratulations to Year 6.

What a fantastic journey you have all had with 
us. We wish you all the best for the future and 
look forward to hearing all the fantastic news 
about whatever direction you go in.

END OF YEAR EVENTS

December 9   Year 6 retreat

December 11 Presentation night - 6.00pm  
   School of Arts
December 12 Swimming Lessons
December 13 Swimming Carnival
December 16  Farewell liturgy and morning 
   tea for Miss Houlahan and   
   Mrs Kerr - 10.45am
December 16  End of Year Mass and   
   Graduation - 6.00pm   
   St Anne’s Church
December 17 Carolling at Merriwa   
   Hospital and Gummun   
   Place
December 18 Carolling at shops - Last day 
   for students
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Congratulations to the following award winners 
in Week 8

Early Stage 1 and Stage 1  - Tommy Booth – for 
demonstrating commitment to identifying high 
frequency words in reading and writing 

Cooper Smith – for demonstrating humility when 
successfully reaching academic goals in all Key 
Learning Areas  

Stage 2 - Shykiah Walters – Excellent efforts and 
improvements with swimming

Emma Grady – Humility for not boasting when 
achieving good results

Stage 3  - Ava Peel – for outstanding effort during 
swimming lessons 

Ben Patterson - for working on a difficult task to 
achieve a great result during basket weaving 

Bethany Wightman - for demonstrating humility 
in all areas of her school life 

Principal’s Awards - Peter Hagley – for giving 
his time to participate in the Town’s Christmas 
Carols 

Rowdy Walters - for giving his time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Samuel Williams - for giving his time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Noah Ridding - for giving his time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Lula Peebles - for giving her time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Shykiah Walters - for giving her time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Jeremy Hopkins - for giving his time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Olivia Purcell - for giving her time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Lilly Towell - for giving her time to participate in 
the Town’s Christmas Carols 

Isabel Williams - for giving her time to participate 
in the Town’s Christmas Carols.

Ashley Borg
Principal
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Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre
A WHITE CHRISTMAS?

Mainly due to all the smoke, but we will still find a 
way to celebrate the most wonderful time of the 
year at Pre-School as the excitement for many 
of starting kindergarten is over taken by the joy 
of Christmas. We are all immensely proud of our 
graduating class and wish them every success 
and opportunity that they deserve. 

On Monday December 16 we have a special 
visit from Santa and Brian who have generously 
and secretly been planning to surprise the 
children with a special gift. It was too late before 
I realised that Santa had purchased some of the 
gifts with little batteries so please take special 
care of these items around children. It would be 
wonderful if as many of the children who could 
arrived at around 10.45am to receive these gifts 
directly. 

Wednesday December 18 is PARTY DAY (last 
Day for the children at the Merriwa Pre-School 
and Activity Centre)

MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE - INVITES YOU - to 
a fun filled Christmas Party during after school 
care, please make you bookings by December 
13 and bring along your swimwear and towel 
because there will be baking, dancing and a 
slip and slide. All party foods and drinks will be 
provided.

Don’t forget to book your places for our Vacation 
care program that has been featured in recent 
articles, these are due by December 18 so we 
can make the final arrangements and find out if 
we have minimum numbers to open at all.

MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL - 6.00pm-8.00pm the Pre-
Schoolers are welcome to attend the Merriwa 
School of Arts. Parents and older siblings please 
bring your own drinks and a finger food plate 
to share. A Christmas spread and drinks will be 
provided for the children and Shhhhh-you know 
who will be there with a treat for the children. 

Special events like this just couldn’t happen 
without our fabulous staff Jessyca Morgan, 
Karen Barker, Carol Upward, Nikki Goman, 
Emma Douglas, Chloe Ponsford, Christine Taylor, 
Warrick Edden and Robyne Goman and we 
welcome our newest staff member Miss Nikki 
Feeney, who will be working as room leader in 

the Pre-School Thursday and Friday 2020.

Special thanks also to our hard working 
committee this year, Blair Osbourne, Mary 
Frampton, Nyssa Caban, Keirra Hourn Kylie 
Armstrong, Julie Llewelyn, Deidre Peebles, Larissa 
Hockings and Emma Sparrow. We are lucky to 
have such a large committee who contribute 
positively to the operation of the services.

Please be aware that the After School and Pre-
School programmes recommence on Tuesday 
January 28, 2020

With another year in the wings, we can’t wait 
to do it all again. It is a great honour to be part 
of your lives and to be entrusted with your most 
precious and beautiful children.

Here are a few photos from our recent visit with 
the Ambulance service and this week we are 
having a visit from the Fire and Rescue service to 
keep the children informed about the ways to 
keep safe and call for help if needed.

Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year to 
come. 

Leah Folpp, staff and committee of the Merriwa 
Pre-School and Activity Centre
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Sandy Hollow 
Public School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION 

I cannot believe that we are almost at the end 
of another year. What a fantastic year 2019 
has been. Congratulations to all students who 
received awards at presentation night last 
week. They were all well deserved. 

As you are all aware, we now have two fires 
within our 25km watch zone. These fires and 
weather conditions are being very closely 
monitored, and we are regularly consulting with 
the RFS. Due to excessive smoke and poor air 
quality, we are keeping students inside during 
the lunch break. We will continue to follow this 
procedure until things improve. We are all now 
praying for some very much needed rain!

Student reports are being finalised this week and 
will be sent home on Friday December 13.

As the year comes to an end, there are a 
few reminders. Students and staff will finish on 
Wednesday December 18. The office only will 
be open on December 19. Teaching staff are 
not required on site for December 19-20 as they 
have already completed training outside of 
regular school hours on lieu of this. 

SCHOOL FOR 2020

Staff return  Tuesday January 28 – the office 
will be open for anyone wishing to purchase 
uniforms

Years 1 - 6  Return Wednesday January 29

Kindergarten start on Monday February 3 

We aim to maintain two classes in 2020. Mrs 
Parker will continue working with Years 3-6, and 
Mrs Darlington will work with Kinder-Year 1-2. Ms 
Bullock will remain on leave for 2020, while Ms 
Higgins will start her new role at Merriwa Central 
School. 

I would like to wish everyone a safe and relaxing 
holiday. I would like to see everyone back 
refreshed ready to start 2020. I can’t wait to hear 
what adventures everyone gets up to in their 
holidays!

Small Schools swimming carnival will be held in 
Scone on the first day back. Any student who 

has not returned their note by the end of this 
week, will stay at school with Mrs Darlington.

PRESENTATION NIGHT 

Kinder/Year 1/2 
Academic Excellence  Ella
Bengalla Mining Company Most Improved   
    Mikaela
Year 3/4/5/6
Henry Dalton Cup for Best All Rounder     
    Isabelle P
Bengalla Mining Company Most Improved    
    Mikayla
Kinder/Year 1/2 
Achievement and Behaviour Awards
Excellence in Mathematics     
    Logan
Always displaying school values by being kind 
and caring    Attalica
Wonderful effort in reading Chloe
Enthusiasm in Sport and PE Eli H
Kind and caring member of the class    
    Isabelle M
Year 3/4/5/6 Achievement and Behaviour 
Awards
Great effort in Mathematics    
     Taylan
Participation in PD/PE Health     
     Dylan
Excellence in Mathematics     
     Roary
Improvement in all KLA’s  Brooke
Demonstrating cultural values    
    William
Library Award   Lane
Public Speaking Junior  Makiah
Public Speaking Senior  Isabelle P
Sports Excellence   Eli P
Premiers Sporting Challenge     
    Zara
Creative Arts Award  Mikaela
Award for Citizenship  Mya
Denman Lions Club Scholarship     
    Skye
Widden Award   Charles
Dux of the School   Riley
School Leaders 2020 – School Captains –   
    Isabelle and Eli P
Sports Monitor   Mikayla
Library Monitors   Zara and Skye 
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WEEKLY AWARDS

• Eli P – improvement in mentals

• Skye – improvement in 
literacy

• Ella – excellent contribution 
to class discussions

• Chloe – always trying her best 
in fundamental movements

• Eli H – terrific book work in PD/
Health

• Isabelle – great foot work in 
dancing.

Christina Darlington
Principal
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK- 
JOHNATHAN HILLHOUSE

Johnathan has been 
awarded the Student 
of the Week title for 
his increased effort to 
complete activities 
and listen attentively to 
teachers. He tried hard 
with his reading and was 
enthusiastic to practice 

to remember more words for his piece of writing 
for Presentation Night. Johnathan increased 
how often he has been saying words aloud so 
he can better hear and find the matching letter 
to write. He showed determination to finish off his 
pillow in sewing and follow instructions in yoga. 

By being persistent in maths, Johnathan 
improved his skills to be able to count forwards 
and backwards. 

He enjoyed the beach and practiced being safe 
in and around the water. Johnathan showed 
respect by following directions and travelling 
well in the car using a quieter voice and playing 
some nice games. 

Congratulations Johnathan on your efforts and 
achievements. 

THERE’S NOTHING LIKE SPENDING THE DAY AT THE 
BEACH 

Kinder-Year 2 students enjoyed a day of 
splashing and laughing and even squeezed in 
a delicious lunch on Friday December 6. After 
lots of discussion, reading and writing about the 
ocean, the students were very excited about 
experiencing it in real life.  

Skylah - I liked 
having a yummy 
lunch at the 
beach and 
watching the 
people surf the 
big waves.

J o h n a t h a n 
- I liked 
swimming in 
the big water 
and kicking 
the ball. I 
would like 
to go to the 
beach in the 
holidays with 
my family.

Tia - It was so 
fun when I got 
to splash! I 
collected some 
shells and one 
was purple and 
hairy. I will keep 
them in my room 
on my shelf with 
my other special 
things. 
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Dridan - I liked 
swimming in the 
cold water and 
I have never 
seen waves so 
big. I collected 
some shells 
which was fun. 
My lunch was 
very tasty. I had 
fish, chips and 
tomato sauce 
and a yummy 
milkshake.

Paul - Watching 
the tide come in 
over the rock pools 
was lots of fun. I 
enjoyed seeing 
people surf. Maybe 
I could learn to surf 
one day. Seagulls 
came along while 
we were having 
our lunch but I 
didn’t give them 
any of mine as it 
was too yummy to 
share!

Katie Burgess
Principal

CAROLS IN THE PARK

The Combined Christian Churches of Merriwa 
started the Christmas festive season with a 
celebration event of Carols in the Park at the 
Apex Park Merriwa.

This annual carols event continues to attract  
large attendance, with those in attendance 
enjoying the performances.

With a talented band of musicians comprising of 
violins, bass guitar, drums and piano keyboard 
along with vocals added to the occasion and 
made for a great night.

The students of Merriwa Central School sang a 
number of carols finishing with an arrangement 
of Feliz, Navidad. Students from St Joseph’s 
performed the nativity scene dressed in 
authentic period colourful  costumes  adding to 
the celebration.

This year  proceeds from the sausage  sizzle will 
go to the Merriwa  VRA. The VRA have added 
responsibilities to emergency events, since the 
closing of the SES in Merriwa. The equipment 
used in the attendance to these emergencies 
has to be maintenanced and upgraded along 
with their personal training skills.

At the end of the performances, Santa  arrived  
with his bag of lollies which were eagerly 
received by the children.

We thank you for your support and wish you 
a safe and happy Christmas and a rewarding 
2020.

Merriwa Combine Churches

Ron Campbell
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ANGLICAN WOMEN’S GUILD STREET STALL

The Anglican Women’s Guild would like to thank 
everyone who supported our recent street stall. 
We thank you for the donations of goods along 
with the purchase of such goods and tickets in 
our raffle.

Raffle winners:

First:  Paul Thompson
Second: Neville Hall

The 100 Club will be drawn at a later date with a 
few tickets still to be sold. 

Margaret Wright

Thank You

Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

REFLECTION - 3  MATTHEW 11:2-11
John is now in prison and wonders about the 
things he hears of Jesus. John had proclaimed 
the reign of God was close; could it be possible 
that this miracle worker from Nazareth is the one 
Israel has been waiting for; could it e that he is 
the Messiah?  Jesus answers John’s question by 
pointing to his miracles as sure signs that the reign 
of God has arrived.  Jesus then makes a contrast 
between the dramatic presence of John and 
the ‘least in the kingdom’. John is praised by 
Jesus as the greatest of the prophets and yet 
for all his greatness John had not perceived the 
reign of God in Jesus.  This is why the ‘least in 
the kingdom’ can be called greater than John.  
Those within the horizon of God’s reign see and 
experience what John could only long for.

We belong to the group of those called ‘the 
least’. We are living after the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and have this advantage 
over John.  The reign of God had begun; the Spirit 
has been given, and we are now participants in 
God’s reign.  However, like John, we can miss the 
miracle of God’s presence. The signs are more 
delicate and in the busyness of our lives we may 
not even notice them. Advent invites us to be 
more perceptive and to take time out to see the 
presence of God with us.  The psalm today says, 
‘Look!  Your God is coming to save you.’  Look 
within your own life, your family, your workplace, 
your neighbourhood, and recognize the sure 
signs of God’s presence. (From “Sundays Under 
the Southern Cross” by Mary Coloe PBVM).

Love and blessings, Rev’d Pat Kirkby

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

• Sunday Eucharist at Holy Trinity 9.00am
• Friday Eucharist at Holy Trinity 10.00am
• Friday Extended Communion at MPS and 

Gummun Place alternately - 11.00am.

Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Merriwa Rotary
RYAG, AN UPDATE

RYAG is the ROTARY YOUTH in AGRICULTURE  
program and the Sheep Camp is always held 
at Walcha. Our club is happy to endorse local 
students who are keen to attend. THOMAS HUNT 
has already been nominated and we are happy 
to add to Thomas’ nomination the names of two 
other local students, JACK GOODEAR and TAHLI 
GLEESON.

MANON

Manon, our long term Exchange Student 
from Germany, has been getting a new and 
unplanned experience during her stay with us. 
She has been assisting at the RFS during the 
fire emergency, not something she would ever 
experience in Lower Saxony.

Thanks for the work you have done Manon!

THE ANGUS PEEBLES SCHOLARSHIP - ANOTHER 
REMINDER

This Rotary tradition continues, in association 
with the Merriwa Country Education Foundation. 
The Angus Peebles Scholarship will be on offer to 
all students who attend Merriwa Central School 
as well as any other students, whose home 
residence is within the boundaries of the old 
Merriwa Shire who have had their secondary 
education at other schools.

Eligible to apply are students going on to 
University as well as others who may be going 
on to other non-university courses.

 Further information can be obtained from Rotary 
President Peta Luke or from Jane Hegarty.

 Mark Smith
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Thank you to everyone who has supported our 
dinners this year, we are overwhelmed with 
the response we have received and are very 
grateful.

We have raised much needed funds for different 
charities throughout the year and are very proud 
of what we have achieved in a short amount of 
time. 

We look forward to continuing next year and 
always welcome new faces to come along and 
spend a night doing something for “YOU”

Keep an eye out on Facebook for details of our 
January dinner.

We wish all of you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.

Megan Constable

Community Notice Board
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Merriwa Women’s Social 
Group

in contact with Amanda Bowman who has been 
compiling information on over 180 women who 
have lived in the Hunter Valley who treasure 
their own family wedding gown.

The project “Reminisces of a Precious Gown” 
records their story leading up to the big day and 
covers wedding dresses from 1879 to 1979.

The work will be published as an ebook which 
will futureproof the recorded reminisces and 
photographs of these long treasured gowns.

Local families are invited to be included in this 
project.

They will be asked to bring along their gowns 
to the museum on a day in February to be 
photographed by professional photographers 
and talk about their story - how they met their 
husband, designed their dress, memories of the 
big day etc.

Amanda - a PHD candidate will supply her own 
backdrops, mannequins, pins etc as required.

If you would consider being included in this 
project and require further information, contact 
the museum on Monday, Tuesday or Friday 
mornings or call 6548 2673 and leave a contact 
number or Michael O’neill on 6548 2383 or Bryan 
Baker on 6548 5000 after hours.

This is a great ooportunity for your story to be 
included and preserved in this historical record.

Michael O’Neill

Wedding Dresses 
YOUR WEDDING DAY

The museum has, for some time, been 

As we come to the end of term, and the school 
year, it is great to see all the children participating 
in the community. But it is also great to see them 
excelling at school.

In recent weeks many children continue to 
receive awards and I would like to congratulate 
three such children. Thomas Campbell, Joshua 
Swaley and Grace Campbell for their hard work 
and receiving awards from their schools.

Hylt Cronin

Congratulations

Merriwa Surgery

MERRIWA SURGERY would like to advise that the 
surgery will be CLOSED on MONDAY December 
16 through to FRIDAY December 27, we will re-
open Monday December 30.

Dr Emad, Sharee and staff would like to thank all 
our valued patients and hope that you have a 
safe, very Merry RAINY Christmas and a happy 
New Year.

Megan Richards

CLOSURE DATES OVER CHRISTMAS

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.
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Count Down to Christmas 
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NEST BOX GIVE AWAY!

 GIVE LOCAL WILDLIFE A HELPING HAND BY 
PROVIDING A READY MADE NEW HOME

Merriwa Landcare has about 10 nest boxes to 
give away to Landholders and town residents.  
Nest boxes are a man-made replacement for 
tree hollows.

How important are tree hollows? Well, aside from 
mammals and bats at least 81 bird species rely 
on tree hollows as a secure home for nesting, 
roosting and sheltering. Tree hollows take a long 
time to form (at least 80 years) and are generally 
only found in mature and dead trees.

You will need to have a large tree to attach the 
nest box too.  Each box is specifically designed 
for different bird, microbat and possums species.

How do you claim a nest box? - Call into the 
Merriwa Local Land Service office at: 181 
Bettington Street, Merriwa during office hours: 
Mon-Wed 9.00am to 4pm and speak to Kathy 
Ryan.  The boxes will be given out on a first in, 
best dressed basis.

You will be given an installation tip sheet to help 
you decide where to locate the box and how to 
affix the box to the tree.  Remember safety first 
when installing the box.  Do not do it alone.

Catherine Conroy

Hunter Local LandsMerriwa Progress 
Association

ADVISORY SPEED RADAR COMING TO MERRIWA

From mid-December 2019, an advisory speed 
radar will be installed at the corner of Bettington 
Street and Vennacher Street in Merriwa.

The radar will detect the speed of vehicles 
travelling west along the Golden Highway and 
display their speed, with a warning if the speed 
exceeds the 50 kmph limit.

The Merriwa District Progress Association 
successfully lobbied to have this temporary 
sign installed. The Upper Hunter Shire Council, 
in partnership with Muswellbrook and Singleton 
Councils, have purchased the machine outright. 
It will be located in Merriwa for approximately 
two months before being deployed elsewhere 
within the three Shires.

The Progress Association hopes that the sign will 
encourage drivers of cars, caravans and heavy 
transport vehicles to restrict their speed to below 
the 50 kmph limit. Bettington Street is the busiest 
retail precinct in Merriwa with high pedestrian 
traffic and frequent traffic movements in and 
out of angled parking spaces. 

It is hoped the data collected during the 
period the sign is in place will indicate whether 
motorists are generally obeying the speed limit 
or not. It may also uncover any trends of traffic 
movements or speed that occur in regard to the 
time of day, or day of the week.

This speed radar sign does not have the ability to 
determine whether vehicles are cars or trucks. It 
also does not read number plates, and cannot 
be used by the Police to issue infringement 
notices.

Residents can present their opinions and ideas 
on local issues to the Merriwa District Progress 

Association at its 
meetings held every third 
Wednesday (except 
January) at 6:00 PM at 
the Merriwa RSL Club, or 
email merriwaprogress@
gmail.com.

Stephen Gowlland

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.
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CARAVAN FOR SALE
Model: 2008 Windsor Genesis

20ft - Good condition - sleeps 2 (Queen size 
bed)

One owner - no accidents
Ensuite - large fridge - Gas cooktop with grill

Extra window in the kitchen
2 driving mirrors

Registration to May 2020 - U62900
$30 000.00

Contact C and D Leggett on 6548 2234

Community Notice Board
N
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The above committee would like to thank 
Merriwa Pharmacy (Robert) for conducting a 
100 Club In support of Merriwa Meals on Wheels 
also a thank you to Eva Towler for her time in 
selling tickets. This was greatly appreciated.

Winners of the 100 Club:

First         Alan Wright
Second         Sutton Family
Third          Rod Amidy

Diane Byfield

Meals on Wheels
 MERRIWA AND DISTRICT MEALS ON 

WHEELS

Congratulations
LOCAL EMPLOYEE 
AWARDED CRT RISING 

STAR 2019 AWARD

Congratulations to 
Emily Moore of Merriwa 
Petroleum and Ag 
Supplies who was 
recently awarded the 
CRT UP and Rising Star for 
2019.

Emily is a hardworking, 

dedicated employee who thrives to do her best 
and she is to be congratulated for her efforts. 

The award is voted on by the CRT state team and 
Emily was 1 of 6 finalists for NSW. Emily attended 
the awards night at the William Inglis stables in 
Warwick Farm.

We also congratulate Leo Collins who was 
named as a finalist in the Top 6 for the Best and 
Fairest category. The Best and Fairest Award was 
created to promote and foster CRT advocacy 
and goodwill for CRT member staff who go 
above and beyond in their store.

We are very proud of their achievements and 
the effort they put in each day.

Megan Constable

We would like to thank everyone involved in the 
Community Christmas Party on Thursday, what a 
lovely evening! 

We would like to congratulate ‘Darcy Curran’ 
for taking out the best response in answering our 
question about “Why I Love Merriwa”. 

Darcy came in and told me this:

“Why I love Merriwa, well it’s a great community, 
with mates and friends and everyone helps out 
everyone in Merriwa!”

What a fantastic answer Darcy, and we are so 
lucky to live in Merriwa! 

Why I love Merriwa!

Darcy took home 
a Why Leave 
Merriwa gift card 
presented by 
RM Property and 
Livestock.

Megan Moore

All welcome to attend the Numerical Carol 
Service to be held at St Iona Anglican Church 
Cassilis on Sunday December 22 at 5.30pm.

Anne-Maree Nairne

Cassilis Carols
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Merriwa Newsagency

GRAZIHER SUMMER 2020
In this fifth Birthday Issue there is so much to see 
and read about with 20 extra pages including 
stories of positivity to come out of the drought. 
One such story is ’ Stones Throw’ in Walgett 
owned by lovely Katie Murray. This oasis offers 
a chance for locals to just get away from things 
and to share a coffee or meal with friends or 
browse the gorgeous homewares. 

Another story is about Camille Camp and life on 
her family’s Kimberley cattle station. She says it 
is one amazing adventure  living in this remote 
part of the world. Though the mobile reception 
is sparse, Camille’s Instagram feed looks far from 
isolated, packed with pictures of bright colours 
in a background of red dust and blue sky vistas. 
Camille’s story is also about when she was 
diagnosed with an eating disorder that nearly 
claimed her life. She is well now but the story is 
heartfelt in what was a very difficult time in her 
life. Also in this issue, amongst loads of content, 
are pages of beautiful fashion and delicious 
recipes too. Drop in to pick up a copy!

COUNTRY STYLE 

• Family time; come together to celebrate the 
holidays

• Spirit of the bush; At the moment, everyone is 
suffering, though there is a sense that we are 
all in this together says Suzie Meers who owns 
a floristry business “Flourish on the Plains’ 
which is situated at Collie, 100 kms north west 
of Dubbo. In this area we have a community 
of women who are doing amazing things as 
well as supporting eachother. Creativity is 
at the heart of the concept and while the 
paddocks are bare and silos are empty,  we 
can still prosper which is full of hope and 
encouragement. Founder of ‘Birdsnest’ Jane 
Cay is a champion of regional business and 
shares her insights into how she thrives in work 
and family life. Many more stories of inspiring 
people, places and things included in this 
December edition.

KIT  ISSUE 3 

• A teen’s guide to active mindfulness is 
bursting with great stuff, for instance craft 
your own pinhole camera or learn how to 
play chess or if you have a case of the fidgets 
try learning this coin trick, the ‘Knuckle Roll’, 
you will have everyone dazzled at your new 
skill or scrub up on your camping skills with 
some great tips. There is lots more in this 
awesome magazine! Also this note in the 
pages “ You cannot  fail at being yourself”  
some good advice for your teen

• Available in store Australian Firefighters 2020 
Calendar. Supporting Australian Firefighters. 
Come in to pick up a copy now before they 
sell out!

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT 

May your day be filled with blessings like the sun 
that lights the sky and may you always have the 
courage to spread your wings and fly.

BEANIE BOO 

My name is Dangler.

Thank you to everyone for coming out to 
the Christmas Street Party last Thursday 
night, it was fantastic to see everybody!

MERRIWA
COUNTRY–STYLE COTTAGE ACCOMODATION

self contained in central location 
1 bedroom queen bed, single sofa-bed, 

full kitchen and facilities, spacious bathroom, lounge room, 
smart tv, wi-fi, air conditioning

BOOK THROUGH AIRBNB

or contact Megan:
0400 653 446

megan@rmproperty.net

THE TOWNHOUSE

AIR CONDITIONING 
AND REFRIGERATION 

CONTRACTORS
• Supply
• Install
• Repair
• Service

• Domestic electrical

Cory David Vero
ABN: 75282991179

Lic: 311073c
David: 0439 479 779
Cory: 0407 216 583

Email: coryvero87@hotmail.com

You will find me way 
up in the trees I hang 
upside down and 
swing in the breeze.

My birthday is 
February 22.

PHONECARDS: All 
cards are now 
available including 
Telstra, Optus and 
Vodafone.  Cash and 
Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville 
Hook and the 

newsXpress Merriwa 
Team
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Fronting the Main Street, this 1950sqm block is ready to build 
on. All services including power, phone, water and sewer are 
available at the boundary. The block is fully fenced and flat for 
easy building. It would make an ideal duplex site with rental 
properties in high demand in the area.

1 William Street, Merriwa      $235,000.00

58 Bettington Street, Merriwa  $59,000.00

Currently tenanted to excellent long term tenants this home 
is very well maintained. There are three big bedrooms, two 
with built in robes and the main with R/C Air. The living 
room is large with combustion fire and reverse cycle air 
conditioning. The kitchen is in very good condition with 
dishwasher and electric oven and cooktop. There is also a 
walk in storeroom off the kitchen. The bathroom is in very 
good order and there is a second toilet. At the rear of the 
home is a fully enclosed entertainment area overlooking 
the yard. There is a single lock up garage and plenty of 
room for a shed. 

RAP SURVEYING         (0400) 863 950 
       Ross Peasley|Registered Land Surveyor    E  RAPSURVEYING@GMAIL.COM 

  Surveying in the Upper Hunter Valley Region for over 25 years 

RURAL                              CONSTRUCTION   
Subdivision | Boundary Identification | Easements Civil works setout [Roads, Bridges, Stormwater/Sewerage] 
Boundary Adjustments | Boundary re-mark (fencing)  Commercial & Industrial Building setout | Quarries  
Equine (Horse Stud)Developments | DA’s 

   
                                      

  

                   RESIDENTIAL 
Subdivision | Strata Title | 
Detail & Contour surveys | 
Identification surveys | House 
setouts | Boundary Disputes 
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’

 

 

 

 

RM Property & Livestock

roger@rmproperty.net 0427 153 446
megan@rmproperty.net 0400 653 446

www.rmpropertyandlivestock.com

Roger & Megan Moore

Honesty, Trust, Energy, Teamwork....

    

Merriwa Bushman’s Camp-
draft est. 1947 

President: Jamie Edmonds 0428 308 010 
Secretary: Megan Richards  0427 437 743 

Treasurer: Jake McIntyre  
0408 112 709 

 
 

October Long weekend 2019 
merriwacampdraft@gmail.com 

CJ & JM VERO & SONS

ABN: 65 810 824 869   LIC No: 243746C
FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC, 

RURAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

PH: DES VERO 0427 482 303
PH: CATHY VERO 02 6548 2045

PH: 02 6548 2303 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Email: cjvero@bigpond.net.au   
dvero@bigpond.net.au

8.30am – 4.30pm Mon – Friday

Servicing the Merriwa community since 1977
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Schools
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Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

9.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

President: Julie Llewelyn
Vice Presidents: Hollie Hunt and 

Keirra Hourn
Secretary: Talitha Sawley

Treasurer: Emma Douglas

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph:  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Phone: 6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Local Expertise with a professional service

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES. Specialising 
in Agricultural, Earthmoving & 

Mining
Ph: 6548 2500

Mob: 0427 901 397
29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 

2329
Email: justin@welderup.com.

au
         sales@welderup.com.au

0488 727 032 

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: Kellie 
Porter on 0432 109 760
Treasurer: Leanne Hunt on 
0487 761 253
Secretary: Larissa Hockings 
on 0429 412 772
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

     20,21 & 22nd September!ccc

2019
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: 
Jason Bear

Find us on 
Facebook

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa Rugby 
League Football Club

President: Ben Robins
Vice President: Marc Previati

Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

0429 482 389

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
Paul Frampton

Contact - 0428 485 182

April 
18, 

2020

Visit www.
merriwaraceclub.com.au

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MMEERRRRIIWWAA  
DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  
PPRROOGGRREESSSS  

AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN  
Have your voice 
heard on matters 

that affect the whole 
local community 

Meets on 3rd Wednesdays 
at 6:00 PM Merriwa RSL 

merriwaprogress@gmail.com 
 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President 
Bruce Blackadder 

0428 219 340

V/President/Publicity 
Officer– Trent Cooper
Secretary/Treasurer – 

Matt Morgan 
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 $12.50
Crumbed calamari and chips

Gourmet salada and garlic aioli
Caesar salad

Burger of the day and chips
Beer battered fish, chips and salad

Available Monday to Friday  

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $120.00 
not won the number was 29, this week it jacpots 
to $140.00 and will be drawn between 6.00 – 
7.00pm.

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge, 7.00pm 
draw for $180.00 was not won the number was 
750, this week it jackpots to $200.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth 
$1100.00 was not won the number was 161, this 
week it jacpots to $1150.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $320.00 
was not won the number was 87, this week it 
jackpots to $340.00.   LTPS/19/36118

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$550.00 was not won last week the number was 
567, this week it jackpots to $600.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTPS/19/36118

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

Birthday vouchers each month are also available 
at the bar at the beginning of the month.

Wednesday Nights from 6.00pm - $11.00 Pizzas 
and $6.00 Pints

Thursday Nights – Chicken Schnitzel Night - 
$12.50 – Members only

Saturday Nights – Steak Night - $12.50 OR order 
any meal off the A la carte menu and get one 
kids meal for free – Members only

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL 

MENU

HAPPY HOUR
Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon

Member’s prices 
 $3.50 schooners and $2.50 middies

BISTRO HOURS 
Lunch 12noon – 2.00pm

Evening 6.00pm to 8.00pm/8.30pm

Matt Morgan

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Wednesdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO
Wednesday Night 6.30pm. Tickets on sale from 
6.00pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All 
welcome.

BOWLS
Casual bowls available. Twilight Bowls every 
Friday night. 5.30pm Roll.

GOLF
Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

CHINESE SMORGASBORD
December 29

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

RESTAURANT
Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm.  Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 
12noon to 2.00pm. 

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228

WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday Raffle - December 7
Saturday Members draw, No 197, was not won – 
next week $130.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week 
$480.00

Merriwa Sports Club
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N
ew

s Sporting

 Dinner:   Jasmine Hovarth
 Free Ticket:   Des Snelgrove
 Bowls Raffle:    Scott Fullick

Members draw - Sunday December 8
Members draw, No 218 was not won – next week 
$650.00.

Des Snelgrove

Merriwa RLF Club

Ladies League Tag in the 2020 season. 

Reserve Grade will be having two training 
sessions before Christmas. 

Thursday December 12 and Friday December  
20 at Number 1 Oval. Kick off is at 6.30pm. 

If you are interested in playing come on down 
and have a chat to coach Nathan or assistant 
coach Matt. 

Jessyca Morgan

COACHING APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR 
THE 2020 SEASON!

If you would like to coach our Junior Magpies 
please get in touch with Fiona Morgan 0418 417 
186 or fionamorgan6@bigpond.com to receive 
your application form. Applications will close 
December 16. 

We are looking to field teams in Under 6’s – Under 
16’s and Under 12, Under 14 and Under 16 Girls 
League Tag.

You MUST have a Working With Children Check 
and Coaching qualification or willing to obtain 
one in the new year. 

We would love to have you part of our Junior 
Magpie community!

Fiona Morgan

Merriwa JRLF Club

Congratulations to Nathan Barry 
and Matt Morgan who will be 
coaching Reserve Grade and Gaynor 
Blackadder who will be coaching the 

Wishing you all our warmest thoughts & best wishes for a 
Christmas filled with happiness. May the coming year fill your 

home with joy, your heart with love & your life with laughter.
Thank you, to all of our lovely clients and friends for your support 

throughout 2019.

Roger, Megan & Family

Merry Christmas!
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The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy 
of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not 
constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers 
indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or proceedings whatsoever 

arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 

spelling and terminology.

Community Calendar

MCS in touch with our community

MERRIWA
Ringer

DECEMBER

Thursday 19 Merriwa Central School P and C Ham Raffles - Merriwa RSL 
Club - 7.30pm


