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WHAT’S INSIDE

Aubree breaks records
at Zone Little Athletics
Championships
Are Termites
eating your home?
Merriwa Ringer

Termites
Spiders
Rodents
Cockroaches
Ants
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St Joseph’s
Primary School
Merriwa
Empowering and challenging students
to become lifelong learners

All enquiries welcome
Principal - Ashley Borg

Ph 6548 2035

P&F President - Andrew Luke
Ph: 6548 2993

St Joseph’s
Primary School
Merriwa

Merriwa Central
School

Empowering and challenging students
to become lifelong learners

All enquiries welcome
Principal - Ashley Borg

Ph 6548 2035

Phone: 6548 2119

P&F President - Andrew Luke
Ph 6548 2993

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

President: Julie Llewelyn
Vice Presidents: Hollie Hunt and
Keirra Hourn
Secretary: Talitha Sawley
Treasurer: Emma Douglas
Meets the first Tuesday of each
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL
Club
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Cassilis Public
School

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email:
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.
edu.au

(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329
Ph: 0265 482 083
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au

Merriwa Pre-School
For children 2 – 5 years

Activity Centre

For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6
After School Care and Vacation Care

Principal:

Mrs Katie Burgess
Coolah Road
Cassilis NSW 2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa Central
School

Year 3/4		
Grace Collits
Year 4/5		
Isaac Constable
Year 5/6		
Riley Thompson
Library 		Grace Campbell

Primary

CAROLS IN THE PARK
This Sunday December 8, students from our
Kinder-Year 6 Choir will be performing at the
Carols in the Park at Apex Park. It’s an exciting
opportunity for students to perform for our local
community and we’d love for you all to come
along and enjoy the night!
A reminder that students in the choir are asked
to wear full school uniform and will need to
meet Mrs Hourn at 6.30pm. Students will need
full parental supervision at the event.
Keirra Hourn
Choir Coordinator
FINAL KINDER-YEAR 6 ASSEMBLY
Our final Kindergarten-Year 6 assembly will be
held next Friday December 13 at the special
time of 10.00am. Our Kinder-Year 6 Choir will
be performing and all classes will be presenting
a special item to celebrate the festive season.
This will be the last opportunity for students to
receive merit awards in a formal setting. We’d
love to see you there!

CLASS OF THE WEEK
Week 7’s Class of the Week focus was on
manners. Staff agreed that Year 4/5 were
noticed consistently using beautiful manners in
the classroom, playground and when visiting the
office. Cadence and Ashley proudly accepted
the award on behalf of Year 4/5. What great
role models, well done!

PRESENTATION DAY
On Tuesday December 10 we invite parents and
caregivers to attend our annual Presentation
Day, which will be held at Merriwa School of Arts
hall at 10.00am.
This is a great opportunity to celebrate our
students’ achievements for 2019. The primary
presentation assembly will focus on Kindergarten
– Year 2 Book Awards and all Kindergarten
– Year 6 merit awards. Students in Years 3-6
receiving book awards and special awards are
invited to attend our presentation night, which
will take place during the evening at 7.00pm, at
the Merriwa School of Arts hall.
STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Emma Garbellini
Relieving Assistant Principal

Coming Events
DECEMBER
Tuesday 10

Congratulations to the following students for
Receiving Student of the Week awards in Week
7.
Kindergarten
Fredrick Myers
Year 1 		Joshua Sawley
Year 2/3		
Aubree Oldham
Merriwa Ringer

Thursday 12

Presentation Day - Merriwa
School of Arts - Kinder - Year 2
plus Kinder - Year 6 Merit Awards
- 10.00am
Presentation Night - Merriwa
School of Arts - Years 3 to 12 7.00pm
Year 6 Graduation Dinner Merriwa RSL - 6.00pm
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PRIMARY
Term 4 - Rewards Activities
As Term 4 draws to a close, Merriwa Central
School is holding their Kinder-Year 6 Rewards
Activities on Friday December 13 (end of Week 9).
This day will run with a Christmas theme, but
school uniform needs to be worn.
10.00 - Formal assembly
11.00-11.30 - Recess as normal
11.30-1.00pm - Christmas cooking and Christmas
craft
1.00-1.35pm - Lunch as normal
1.35-2.55pm - Christmas Movie
Please join us for the morning assembly to
celebrate the achievements of students and be
entertained by class Christmas presentations.

PRESENTATION NIGHT
TUESDAY DECEMBER 10
Presentation Day - Merriwa
School of Arts - Kinder - Year
2 plus Kinder - Year 6 Merit
Awards - 10.00am
Presentation Night - Merriwa
School of Arts - Years 3 to 12
- 7.00pm
Hope to see you all there!
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Secondary
CAREER NEWS
Week 7 was very busy for the students of
Merriwa Central School as we had two visits from
Macquarie University.
On Tuesday November 26 Macquarie University
brought their planetarium to Merriwa so that our
students in Primary and Secondary could have a
look at our solar system, the planets and gain a
greater understanding of our Universe and how
we all inter connected. It was great to meet an
astrophysicist and learn about what they study.
I would like to thank the
Merriwa Rural Fire Service
for providing their shed
to put the planetarium
in, particularly Laurel
Whitby who opened the
shed up and provided
a clean space for the
planetarium to be set
up on.

Merriwa Ringer

On Thursday November 28 the Macquarie
University Roadshow came to the Secondary
campus and set up a number of workshops for our
students to participate in. A number of students
from Macquarie University came along and
provided activities for our students to engage
in and students had a great time discovering
what an archaeologist, a chiropractor and
neuro physicist do. The economics and business
workshop was very engaging as students learnt
about resources and division of labour in a
scenario based around a Chinese shoe factory.
The University also had a stand there explaining
about accommodation on campus and student
support for rural students if they were interested
in studying on their campus. It was wonderful to
see how engaged our primary and secondary
students were and how many questions they
were asking. It was a great opportunity for
our students who normally have to travel to a
city to access this type of information and very
generous of the University to bring the Roadshow
to us as part of their LEAP program.
I would like to thank the University for their support
in providing these opportunities for our students
and look forward to continuing the discussion
around opportunities for students in their school
to work pathways.

Merriwa Ringer
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YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
Last week Year 10 completed their second week
of work experience. The students worked in a
range of industries and form all reports enjoyed
the week although some were not so keen on
the early morning starts.
Merriwa Central School would like to thank the
following employers who have provided this
week of work experience for our students. The
opportunity to participate in work at an industry
level is a valuable stepping stone for all students
in their decision making process between school
to work so thank you very much for helping
them.
Harrison Amidy		

Merriwa Pharmacy

MacKenzie Blackadder

Merriwa Pre-School

Abby Cooper		
Sandy Hollow Public
				School
Gordon Bradley

Merriwa Petroleum and Ag

Joanne Hamson

Graze@Denman

Jonathon Keegan

Max’s Country Cuts

Katie Kelly 		

Gummun Place Hostel

Hunter Marsh		
Curtis Gant Betts and Mark
			Diggens Solicitors
Hasan Papp		
Muswellbrook Computers/		
			OAS Technology Group
Rhys Turner 		

Scott Witton Building

Nicholas Whitby
Australia Aulong Aunui 		
			Wang Operations
Kristy Walker		

Scone Childcare Centre

Jiah Watson 		
Merriwa Tyre and Service 		
			Centre
I will look forward to hearing about the week
of work from students and reading their reports
when they return to work.
Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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You're invited to experience an interactive and informative event
highlighting career opportunities in the mining industry.
Learn about the pathways to exciting and high skilled future jobs
from university and industry representatives and hear the
personal stories of people in the early stages of their mining
career.

Register Free: Please contact Merriwa Central School Re - Jane
Hegarty if you would like to attend on 6542 8119.

Merriwa Ringer
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CAREER NEWS
Camp Creative 2020: January 13 to 17, 2020
Camp Creative is a unique summer school,
retreat and creative community that annually
springs up for one vibrant week in January.
Join a course of your choice over five days paint on canvas, get drumming, watch your kids
discover their inner actor, release your singing
voice, write your life story, dance the streets in
a flash mob, photograph people and events
in the moment or get hands-on with a hammer
and chisel. Plus so much more!
https://campcreative.com.au/
Shoalhaven Creative Writing Summer Holiday
Course - UOW
Develop your writing skills to the next level. For
over 16’s. Poetry, prose, script writing, editing.
Produce two creative portfolios.
Contact at ask-shoalhaven@uow.edu.au
Call: 04448 0888
Camp America’s Biggest Job Fair Yet! 12
January. 10.30 am to 1.00pm
Rydges World Square Hotel, 389 Pitt Street,
Sydney
American Camp Directors are coming to
Australia and they want to meet and hire our
Aussie Camp America applicants. Whether you
have great skills, a rockin’ personality or BOTH, this
is an awesome way to secure your placement
for the Camp America 2020 Summer.
https://www.campamerica.com.au/events/
job-fair-sydney
CSIRO Registration of Interest - Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Traineeships
CSIRO, the Commonwealth Scientific and
Industrial Research Organisation, is Australia’s
national science agency and one of the largest
and most diverse research agencies in the
world. We seek to have a profound and positive
impact on the most significant challenges and
opportunities facing Australia and humanity.
We believe that Indigenous Australians have
extraordinary contributions to make across
cultural, economic and scientific domains. The
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Traineeship
Program is an initiative of the CSIRO Indigenous
Engagement Strategy which seeks to increase
the employment of Australian Aboriginal
Page 8

and Torres Strait Islander peoples within our
organisation. Through this strategy, CSIRO aims
to enhance the educational, employment,
training and career development opportunities
for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
descent.
CSIRO is actively seeking Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people who are interested in working
in a dynamic and supportive organisation. Our
traineeships last approximately one to two years
(depending on the course of study) and include
paid, structured on the job training while you
complete a Nationally Accredited Qualification
relevant to your position. The course fees are
paid for by CSIRO, and you will be given time
to attend courses to complete this qualification
while working.
https://jobs.csiro.au/job/Various-Registrationof-Interest-Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-IslanderTraineeships/520725900/
BiG Day In Newcastle
April 7, 2020
BiG Day In IT Careers Conference for students
Years 9-12 at University of Newcastle on April 7
2020 – Speakers incl. Defence Force Recruiting,
nib, WiseTech Global, and more talking about
their careers and the future of technology. Loads
of cool exhibitors including ACS, nib, Wisetech
Global, Defence Force Recruiting and loads
more. Tickets $10.00 for students
http://www.thebigdayin.com.au
No ATAR – No Worries – TAFE Has Hundreds of
Options
Hundreds of choices delivered straight to your
inbox. With over 1,200 courses to choose from,
TAFE NSW can help you find your passion – and
turn that passion into a career. We are the #1
choice for education in real-world, useable skills
and courses – so take a look at what we have
to offer.
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/ambition
Start at TAFE and finish at University with a Degree
- TAFE NSW Credit Transfer
Check credittransfer.tafensw.edu.au when
helping your students to see how many Credit
Points a TAFE NSW qualification can give them
for a degree with an Australian University. With
around 3,000 pathways available.
https://credittransfer.tafensw.edu.au/
Merriwa Ringer

Get Set for InfoFest in December at TAFE NSW
December 9-13
Your students can get the lowdown on their
perfect career at InfoFest week. Whether they
want to explore their study options at school or
post-school – there’s a multitude of choices at
TAFE NSW InfoFest 2019. Talk to expert teachers,
get course information or assistance to finalise
enrolments for Semester 1, 2020. Register today
at: https://www.tafensw.edu.au/infofest

now offer all essential subject information in
workshops of just one and two days each.
https://cce.sydney.edu.au/courses/hsc-prepar
ation?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9Yer8oaJ5gIV0SMrC
h1opACTEAAYASAAEgJmSvD_BwE
If you have any further career enquiries please
contact me at school.
Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor

70,000 Reasons Why Students Can Opt for FeeFree Traineeships
There’s never been a better time to start a
traineeship. Under the NSW Government fee
free trainee initiative, the course cost of 70,000
new trainees may include fee-free training
from January 1, 2020. With over 100 different
career courses available, visit TAFE NSW today
for your students to start exploring their career
options. https://www.tafensw.edu.au/fee-freetraineeships
TAFE NSW – Apprenticeships and Traineeships
Here is a great quick summary all about
apprenticeships, traineeships, school based
apprenticeships
and
pre-apprenticeship
courses. It covers how long they take and who
can apply for these opportunities.
https://www.tafensw.edu.au/study/typescourses/apprenticeships-traineeships
University of Sydney CCE - HSC preparation
(Years 10-12). The smart way to prepare for your
HSC. Summer Study Days Maths, English, Biology,
Chemistry, Business Studies, Legal Studies,
Economics and more.
The HSC syllabus has changed.
responded, with an all-new program
60 HSC preparatory courses led by
educators who will get you focused
content that matters.

We’ve
of over
brilliant
on the

Each intensive HSC holiday workshop is a
valuable complement to your school studies.
Students receive a solid induction into HSC
exam technique, and critical subject-matter
knowledge.
•

Response to new syllabus – our teachers are
HSC veterans, with real knowledge of what
examiners will be looking for in the all-new
2019 HSC syllabus

•

Shorter, more accessible format – responding
to public demand for shorter courses, we

Merriwa Ringer

P and C

Important
notice:
Primary canteen will
return to Mondays
as of Term 1 2020.
P AND C HAM RAFFLE
Our P and C Ham Raffle is on again this year
on Thursday December 19 at the RSL Club.
Tickets will be available from 6.30pm for
$2.00 each and the raffle will commence
at 7.30pm. This is a major fundraiser for our
committee and it would be wonderful if you
could come along and show your support!
There are 20 hams up for grabs, as well as
a heap of fantastic prizes from our amazing
local businesses.
We’re also hoping to put some special
hampers together for the night and are
asking for donations big or small! This could
be fruit cake, bon bons, nuts, lollies, small gift
vouchers or even just a packet of biscuits. If
you’re able to make a donation, please leave
it at the Primary Office by Friday December
13.
Keirra Hourn
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CAPTAIN’S REPORT WITH SOPHIE ANDERSON

Cassilis Public
Last Wednesday I had my first High School
CASSILIS
PUBLIC SCHOOL
transition to Coolah Central School. I had a
School
fantastic time there and my favourite part was
finding DNA molecules inside a strawberry.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK- First we pulled the leaves off a strawberry then
SOPHIE ANDERSON
put it into a zip-lock bag with minimal air as
Sophie
has
been possible then squished the strawberry flat.
awarded the Student
of the Week Award
for
her
continual
effort, willingness to try
new adventures and
achievement.

Mrs Staniforth added two teaspoons of
dishwashing liquid, salt and water to the
squashed strawberry.

A clean bandage patch was placed over a
cup before I poured the strawberry mix through
it. This meant that it had no lumps. We used a
During music lessons, dropper to put it in the test tubes.
Sophie
investigated
different components of musical instruments in After that, Mrs Staniforth added two full drops
order to create her own one. When she was being of alcohol to the test tube. The effect was white
challenged in Mathematics, Sophie persisted wet cotton like particles floating to the top.
with the activity, trying a few strategies until she
solved it. Sophie has improved her ability to write
an effective information report. Her one about a
Guinness Book of Records showed her ability to
write information into her own sentences which
make sense and shows that she has understood
what she has read.
During her first transition day to Coolah Central,
Sophie showed courage in being in an unknown
environment and meeting some new people.
She loved her day there and the teachers spoke
about how well Sophie did.
Sophie used clear and effective communication
when she was explaining the rules of a game to
students in the playground. This meant that the
game was played safety and with minimal issues.
Each day Sophie arrives to school ready to learn
in a clean uniform. Congratulations Sophie on
your achievements. You should feel very proud
of yourself.
ROBOTICS UNPLUGGED AT BALLIMORE PUBLIC
SCHOOL
Last Friday Cassilis Public School went to Ballimore
School for an Unplugged Robotics day which
delved deeper into the history of coding. My
favourite part of the day was using cryptology
to create a secret message that someone else
had to decipher. Just for fun, I decided to do
a code when the A from the big wheel had to
line up with the B from the little wheel and wrote
“What’s your name?’
Overall I had a fantastic day.
Dylan McLennan
Page 10
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Katie Burgess
Principal

Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa
Pre‑School

and Activity Centre
ASSESSED AS MEETING THE QUALITY STANDARD
Well we spent a good deal of time and energy
preparing for our assessment and rating visit
with the Early childhood education and care
directorate. Staff went into relaxation mode the
week before with the notion that all that could
be done was done and we worked on building
up our confidence and trying to keep the whole
process in perspective. And what a process it is!
The jobs that the assessors do in ensuring quality
practice is achieved in all seven quality areas
is truly incredible, condensing and processing
so much information over a two day period is a
real achievement.

Centre everyday here are some Staycation
ideas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Design a play area like a kid’s kitchen in the
backyard
Take a day trip, look for fun places to go two
hours away from home
Arts and Crafts; making boats, painting,
finger knitting
Disco Day: play music, design your own disco
ball and dance
Outdoor pool days: visit the local outdoor
pool with diving toys
Build a dress up corner

Our services glided through without too many
ruffled feathers and we are pleased with the
result. Of course there are things we wish we said
and things we thought she saw demonstrated
but in general, it’s all good and we are now
looking toward our next visit and how to improve
our service provision to our community even
further.
Here are the notifications of Close Down periods
for the Merriwa Pre-School and Opening for the
Merriwa Activity Centre Vacation Period 2020.
If your child is heading off to kindergarten next
year they are eligible to attend our vacation
care programme during the School holidays.
This begins on January 6 and runs until Friday
January 24.
December 18 is the last day of operation
with Children at the Merriwa Pre-School on
that evening at 6.00pm we will be hosting our
Children’s Christmas party at the Merriwa School
of Arts. This event is for our entire Pre-School
community and we are very excited to be
working toward this evening for our families. The
Pre-School will open
again
for
our
students for 2020 on
Tuesday January 28.
We have reviewed
the day groupings
and are very happy
with the composition
of classes.
In case you cant
get to the Activity
Page 12

Have a lovely time preparing for the Christmas
season.
Leah Folpp
Merriwa Ringer

St Joseph’s
Primary School
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
We are only two full weeks away at the time this
publication goes to print from the end of the
school year. It is amazing to have travelled so
far, in such a short space of time.
Thank you to the staff, students, parents and
wider community for all your support this year.
STAFFING 2020
We have almost concluded our recruitment
processes for 2020 in terms of staffing. We
interviewed for a teacher to work with us on a
0.5FTE (5 days per fortnight) basis, to work with
Mrs Hagley.
We will still be working with an Infants class,
however, for the most part, will be operating
as two separate entities, in order to maximise
learning opportunities for students.

Abbey presented a speech on “Grandparents”
and by all accounts was outstanding! She
finished in third place overall, a sensational effort!
Jeremiah presented a speech on “”Honesty”
and finished in an excellent fourth place, having
impressed the adjudicators with his voice
projection.
Jeremy also finished in overall fourth place with
his two speeches on “Respect” as well as his
impromptu speech on “Forgiveness”.
We are very proud of all our students for their
great efforts. St Joseph’s continues to “punch
above our weight class”.
We are, by enrolment, the third smallest school
of 55 schools in the Catholic Schools Diocese
of Maitland Newcastle. The results we have
achieved this year in Public Speaking, Maths
and Spelling Bees and our efforts in the debating
competition are testament to our ever-changing
approach to student learning coming first.

I am pleased to announce our classes for 2020
will look as follows:
Kindergarten:

Mrs Hagley/TBA

Stage One: 		

Miss Sammi Love

Stage Two: 		

Miss Naomi Rodwell

Stage Three: 		
Mrs Anne Marie Peebles/ 		
			Mr Ashley Borg
Library: 		

Mrs Laura Smede

Learning Support:

Mrs Tania Ninness

DIOCESAN PUBLIC SPEAKING SUCCESS

SCHOOL CAPTAINS

Abbey Rostron (Kindergarten), Jeremiah Raines
(Stage One) and Jeremy Hopkins (Stage Two)
represented St Joseph’s at the recently held
Diocesan Public Speaking competition, held at
the Victor Peters Suite at the Catholic Schools
Office in Newcastle.

This year will see the first election of a School
Captain and Vice-Captain in some time. The
Year Five students have been working to a
Leadership Criteria throughout the last three
terms in order to better understand the high
standards we are trying to reach as a collective
group of students for our leaders.

Students in Kindergarten and Stage One
prepared and delivered one speech, where
as Stage Two and Three students not only had
to prepare and deliver a first speech, but an
impromptu speech as well!
Preparation time for the regular speeches was
one hour, where our older students had only
ten minutes to prepare a short speech on their
impromptu speeches.
Merriwa Ringer

On Wednesday, students will have delivered
their speeches, outlining the many reasons why
they believe they should be voted in as the
School Captain, or Vice-Captain.
Students from Kindergarten to Year 6 will vote
for their preferred candidate, as well as the staff
vote.
The School Captain and Vice-Captain will be
announced at the Presentation Night, to be held
Page 13

at the School of Performing Arts, on December
11.
SWIMMING LESSONS
It was great to get in the water with the students
and assist them in their learning to swim journeys.
We thank all of our parents and teachers,
especially Mrs Peebles, Mrs McLaren and Mrs
Collins, who have specific training in this area. St
Joseph’s is very lucky to be blessed with so many
qualified swim teachers!
Attachment in Teens Presentation – Thursday 5
December
•

Has
your
pre-teens/teen’s
behaviour
changed and you don’t understand why?

•

Are you struggling to relate to them or
understand them at times?

•

Is social media and the use of devices
becoming a daily struggle?

Our Upper Hunter school counsellor, Hayley
Maeder, will be presenting information about
what happens to a child’s brain between the
ages of 10-14 years.
She will talk about how a child’s attachment
changes in adolescents and how that can
impact their relationships.
Hayley will talk about social media and how to
keep kids safe online.
Lastly, Hayley will provide clear examples of how
to maintain a secure relationship with your child
as they work towards and transition into high
school.
DETAILS:
Date: 		
Thursday December 5
Time: 		
4.00pm - 5.00pm
Venue:
Joey’s Room
All community members welcome.
CALENDAR
December 5 – Attachment in Teens Presentation
4pm
December 6 – Reports on Compass
December 9 – Year Six Retreat
December 11 – Presentation Night
December 12 – Swimming Lessons
December 13 – Swimming Carnival
December 16 – End of Year Mass /Year 6 Dinner
December 17 – Gummun Place / Hospital visit
Page 14

December 18 – Carols in the Main Street /
Student’s Last Day
December 20 – Last Day for Staff (School Closes)
AWARDS
Congratulations on our award winners for last
week:
Kindergarten - Abbey Rostron – for demonstrating
bravery and commitment in all aspect of her
learning.
Stage 1 - Isabel Williams – for demonstrating
forgiveness in her daily actions
Stage 2 - Archie Constable - for outstanding
effort with his homework this year and always
completing it and handing it in on time
Jeremy Hopkins - for outstanding effort with his
homework this year and always completing it
and handing it in on time
Lula Peebles - for outstanding effort with her
homework this year and always completing it
and handing it in on time
Annabelle Hunt - for outstanding effort with her
homework this year and always completing it
and handing it in on time
Rihanna Hunt - for outstanding effort with her
homework this year and always completing it
and handing it in on time
Jye Bates – for regularly demonstrating
forgiveness by forgiving people and giving them
second chances
Stage 3 - Pia Henderson - for demonstrating
forgiveness when dealing with her friends in
difficult situations
William Collins - for great participation during
spelling activities demonstrating morphological
knowledge
Principal’s Awards - Arfan Isam – for being an
outstanding example of leadership at St Joseph’s
Abbey Rostron – for representing the school
brilliantly at Diocesan Public Speaking
Jeremiah Raines – for his efforts at Diocesan
Public Speaking
Jeremy Hopkins – for his efforts at Diocesan
Public Speaking.
Samantha Kerr
Infants Teacher

Merriwa Ringer

Anglican News

Phone: 0429 996 769

REFLECTION - ADVENT 2 MATTHEW 3:1-12
If John appeared in our Churches today what
would we make of him? Smile at his delusions?
Be embarrassed by his challenge? Be angered
by the upset to our normal religious routines? If
these questions cause discomfort, John caused
discomfort in his time, so much so that he was
thrown into prison and executed.
John preaches the coming of God! Nothing
about him is attractive – the environment is
the harsh Judean wilderness, his clothes and
food are bizarre and his message “Repent” is
hardly an advertising slogan, yet people come
to him. Jerusalem, all Judea and the whole
Jordan district go to him for baptism. People
can recognize truth. It may not be attractive to
some people, some may prefer to avoid it, but
we cannot fully hide from the truth. John speaks
to the truth of God. God is near. God is coming.
Is your life open to receive God or not?
The word translated as ‘repent’ means
something like ‘change your way of being,
change your heart ‘– metanoia. John doesn’t
go into details of how to do this. Exactly what
‘metanoia’ means is left to each individual. All
John demands is a true change of heart. This
is why he is critical of the Jewish leaders who
are presented here as just going through the
motions. They want the ritual baptism without
doing the hard work of seeking the truth in their
lives. Rituals are easy. Truth seeking costs. As
we prepare again for the celebration of God’s
coming may we approach it at the level of
our hearts, even if that calls for some changes.
(From “Sundays Under the Southern Cross” by
Mary Coloe PBVM).
Love and blessings, Rev’d Pat Kirkby
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
•
•
•

Sunday Eucharist at Holy Trinity 9.00am
Friday Eucharist at Holy Trinity 10.00am
Friday Extended Communion at MPS and
Gummun Place alternately - 11.00am.
Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Merriwa Rotary

THE ANGUS PEEBLES SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship, which Rotary Merriwa has been
offering for nearly thirty years, will continue to
be offered this year. As in the past, it is open to
all students whose secondary education has
been at Merriwa Central School, as well as to
any student whose home address is within the
boundaries of the Merriwa Shire, regardless of
where their secondary education was received.
This scholarship, funded by Rotary Merriwa, will
be run in conjunction the scholarships being
offered by the Merriwa Education Foundation
and applications can be made on that website.
It is not limited to those doing university studies.
Students going on the other further education
opportunities and also eligible,
Our Merriwa Rotary President, Peta Luke is
happy to give further information and can be
contacted at our local information centre..
HO! HO! HO!
Rotary will be at the Merriwa Community
Christmas Party on Thursday evening December
5. (that’s right, the day this edition of the Ringer
is distributed).
Rotary will be providing a FREE SAUSAGE SIZZLE in
Vennacher Street.
Can you get a better offer than that this
Christmas?
Mark Smith

Ringer Deadline!
Please
remember
to
place your articles
and advertisements into
the
Merriwa Ringer
by Mondays, at 12.00 noon

Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa Ringer

Count Down to Christmas
REINDEER PAWS AND NOSES
Looking for a holiday treat to fill Christmas goody
tins, bags or boxes? This Rolo® candy treat is
easy-to-make in large quantities; give these as
gifts to neighbors and friends near and far!
Ingredients
•

Mini
Pretzels

Twist

•

Rolos Candies

•

Chocolate
Candy Coated
P e a n u t
Candies

•

Pecans

Instructions
MAKE A CHRISTMAS TREE MADE OF BAUBLES

1. Preheat the oven to warm

Create a novelty christmas tree using ball
ornaments and a picture frame

2. On a cookie sheet, place a single later of
mini twist pretzels

Ball ornaments don’t have to be tree trims. They
can be the tree! This one hangs in a frame with a
10 x 13 inch opening.

3. Unwrap the Rolos and place one on top of
each pretzel.

For each row of the tree, lay a piece of wire
horizontally across the back of the opening. Use
a staple gun to tack one wire end to the frame,
string on the ornaments and staple the other
end.
Secure the staples with a mallet and bend the
wire ends over the staples. Add a bow as a
topper.

4. Place into the oven until the Rolo is just melted
(3-5minutes depending on the temperature
of the oven)
5. Remove from oven and immediately place
a pecan for paws or a chocolate candy
coated peanut candy onto the melted Rolo
and gently press. Allow to set.
http://ww w.freefunchristmas.com

https://www.handyman.net.au/makechristmas-tree-made-baubles

Merriwa Ringer
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News

Community Notice Board
Merriwa Surgery

Merriwa Red Cross
THANK YOU

CLOSURE DATES OVER CHRISTMAS

MERRIWA SURGERY would like to advise that the
surgery will be CLOSED on MONDAY December
16 through to FRIDAY December 27, we will reopen Monday December 30.
Dr Emad, Sharee and staff would like to thank all
our valued patients and hope that you have a
safe, very Merry RAINY Christmas and a happy
New Year.
Megan Richards

Merriwa Old Boys Club
SAVE THE DATE
Merriwa Old Boys will be holding their Christmas
meeting, followed by BBQ and drinks on Saturday
December 7. The meeting will kick off at 4.00pm
and will be followed by the BBQ at 5.00pm.
All members, including new interested members
are welcome to come along and enjoy the
comradery and good times that are an integral
part of our Old Boys Club. You won’t be
disappointed.
Partners and children are invited to the BBQ
lunch which will be held in the BBQ area of the
Merriwa RSL Club.
Cost will be $20.00 per old boy, which covers all
attending family members.
See you all Saturday afternoon.
Happy Swooping!
Bruce Blackadder

Ringer Deadline!
Please
remember
to
place your articles
and advertisements into
the
Merriwa Ringer
by Mondays, at 12.00 noon
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The members of Merriwa Red Cross would like to
thank the Merriwa Community for your generous
support at our recent Christmas Street Stall.
An amount of $920.75 was raised.
Merriwa Red Cross has directed $520.75 to the
Red Cross disaster, Relief and Recovery Fund
and the balance directed to local needs within
our community. We thank you again for your
support.
The winner of the raffle was Eva Towler.
The winners of the 100 club were:
First		
Second
Third		

No 94 - Sue Shearman
No 42 - Keith Richards
No 47 Jill Inder

May we wish you all a very Happy Christmas
and every best wish for the New Year.
Philomena Constable

Merriwa Combined Churches
CHRISTMAS CAROLS IN THE PARK
The Combined Christian Churches of Merriwa
invite you to our Carols in the Park, Sunday
December 8, Apex Park at 7.00pm.
We will have a variety of carols performed
by the choir of Merriwa Central School and St
Joseph’s Merriwa.
Local musicians,
and musicians from
Heathcote Engadine Baptist church will
perform to add to celebrations of the festive
season. This church along with other churches
have supported us during this prolonged
drought.
The proceeds from the sausage sizzle this year
will go to our local VRA. Who have added
responsibilities to emergency events, since
the closing of the SES in Merriwa.
If inclement weather prevails, we will have
the carols in the School of Arts - THE SHOW
MUST GO ON..
Cr Ron Campbell
Merriwa Ringer

News

Community Notice Board
Meals on Wheels

In Loving Memory

MERRIWA AND DISTRICT MEALS ON
WHEELS

The above committee would like to thank
Merriwa Pharmacy (Robert) for conducting a
100 Club In support of Merriwa Meals on Wheels
also a thank you to Eva Towler for her time in
selling tickets. This was greatly appreciated.
Winners of the 100 Club:
First
Second
Third

NATHAN ELLIS

Alan Wright
Sutton Family
Rod Amidy

5/9/86 - 5/12/13
Diane Byfield

The Dune “Doo”- Working at Wellness
presents

Dad, Mum, Rebecca, Renae, Karlie, Tabatha,
Lisa, Blake, Bradley and families

Wayne Bennett will speak from 6:30pm to 7:00pm
with question time to follow

SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER
from 2pm
at the Dunedoo Sports Club
Golf (Ambrose), Tennis & Squash Courts open, Card Tables, Chocolate Wheel, Fun Activities
& Live Music

Complimentary dinner
5pm to 7:30pm

buses from:

RSVP

LEADVILLE, TUCKLAN,
ELONG & DIGILAH

for Catering & Bus by Friday 29th November to
Stoddy's ph: 6375 1342

This service is funded by:

Merriwa Ringer

Your great smile, big laugh and your presence
we miss the most.

We love you Nathan, then, now and forever.

LIVE &
FREE for the community

DRH ph: 6375 1107

Those who loved you are the ones who won’t
forget,

Sincere and true in heart and mind, beautiful
memories left behind.

WAY N E
BENNETT

Delta Ag ph: 6375 1209

It was a sudden parting,

Sports Club ph: 6375 1018

Merriwa Anglican Women’s
Guild
The Anglican Woman’s Guild will be holding their
Christmas Street Stall Friday December 6.
Our raffle for Christmas will again be a hamper
and patchwork quilt. The winner will have the first
choice of either prize. Tickets will be available
outside Merriwa Pharmacy on Saturday
mornings.
Any saleable goods are graciously accepted
and much appreciated on the day of the street
stall.
Margret Wright

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to
make use of this free service, please contact us
before 12.00noon on Mondays.
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News

Business

happiest
•

Harry and Meghan; inside the struggle and
what the future holds

•

Small town big hearts; meet the Thallon
community. Old timers say it’s the worst
drought they have seen but this community
will not be beaten

puzzles, Unicorn doll prams, Fur Real Walkalot
Big Wags, Barbie Club Treehouse, Frozen Classic
Elsa and Anna, Christmas Colouring Books,
Curious Universe Science Kits, Gaming Road Trip
games, Aquafun Gigga Ball, Volleyball Pool Set
and much much more! Drop in and pick up a
Christmas Sale Catalogue today!

•

Dressing the Queen; Senior Dresser Angela
Kelly has developed a special bond with
the Monarch and shares her insights in an
exciting book!

OUTBACK MAGAZINE

BEANIE BOO

•

My name is Tremor

Merriwa Newsagency
AUSTRALIAN HOUSE AND GARDEN
Just arrived at newsXpress a huge array
of toys and all things fun for the kids!
There are Tonka toys, Where’s Wally

Wild bull catchers; catching wild bulls
remains an iconic part of northern Australia,
with big risks and bigger rewards. No one
knows how many wild cattle there are up
north though in the Kimberley where culling
occurs in national parks and on private land,
sources estimate between 5000 and 15,000
wild cattle

•

Truffle treasure: WA’s truffle crop is gunning
to become one of the biggest in the world,
soon to surpass the French harvest

•

Stations calling: Lyle and Helen Kent have
made a life taking leather goods out to the
bush, where people needed them. They
established Kent Saddlery in the 90’s and
serviced stations with saddles and other
leather goods. A proud tradition that is soon
to come to an end.

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT
You’re the cat’s pyjamas!

I only want big leaves to eat, they’re always
sweet, such a tasty treat!
My birthday is September 5
newsXpress Merriwa
My birthday is March 1.
PHONECARDS: All cards are now available
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone. Cash
and Eftpos only.
Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress
Merriwa Team

FAMILY CIRCLE
•

Sensational ideas to cook create and
make. Cocktail and canapes, classic turkey
and ham and all the trimmings and sweets
satisfaction desserts!

•

Gorgeous gifts to make for kids, sweet animal
aprons, crochet Bertie Bear, lovely cushions
and a Christmas quilt!

•

Party hair tips, silly season health hacks and
puzzles

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S WEEKLY
•

Megan Gale with her children and seeing
Christmas through their eyes

•

Blanche D’Alpuget talks of losing the love of
her life Bob Hawke and although his last days
were hampered by pain they were also his
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CARAVAN FOR SALE
Model: 2008 Windsor Genesis
20ft - Good condition - sleeps 2 (Queen size
bed)
One owner - no accidents
Ensuite - large fridge - Gas cooktop with grill
Extra window in the kitchen
2 driving mirrors

Registration to May 2020 - U62900
$30 00.00
Contact C and D Leggett on 6548 2234
Merriwa Ringer

RAP SURVEYING

Ross Peasley|Registered Land Surveyor

(0400) 863 950
E RAPSURVEYING@GMAIL.COM

Surveying in the Upper Hunter Valley Region for over 25 years

RURAL

CONSTRUCTION

Subdivision | Boundary Identification | Easements
Civil works setout [Roads, Bridges, Stormwater/Sewerage]
Boundary Adjustments | Boundary re-mark (fencing) Commercial & Industrial Building setout | Quarries
Equine (Horse Stud)Developments | DA’s

RESIDENTIAL
Subdivision | Strata Title |
Detail & Contour surveys |
Identification surveys | House
setouts | Boundary Disputes

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
Muswellbrook NSW 2333

jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au

128 Rifle Range Road , Merriwa

Ph: 6541 5331
Fax: 6541 0330

$225,000.00

Located on a flat 2.5 acre block, this property is ideal for
someone with a couple of horses. The back paddock is flat
and fully fenced. The house sits at the front of the block
and is surrounded by beautiful shade trees and shrubs.
The home consists of two large bedrooms, the main with
built in robes and a ceiling fan. The living area is open plan
and the kitchen presents in good condition with an electric
stove. At the rear of the home is a covered entertainment
area and there is plenty of room to do extensions. There
are 2 carports, chicken coup, a cubby and town water. This
is a well priced small acreage only 5 minutes to the main
street.

47 Marquet Street, Merriwa

$175,000.00

Situated on a large 912sqm block, this home is an excellent
investment. There are three big bedrooms with the main having
built in robes and two with ceiling fans. The third bedroom is
a large sleepout at the rear. The lounge features R/C air. The
kitchen is in excellent condition with a new benchtop and
has an electric stove and a combustion oven. The yard is big
and flat with a single garage and attached carport. In close
proximity to the schools and main street, this home is an ideal
rental or for the home owner. Currently let to excellent long
term tenants for $240.00 per week.

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Merriwa Ringer
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pjslivestock@gm

President: Jamie Edmonds 0428 308 010
Secretary: Megan Richards 0427 437 743

Available for transport of

Treasurer: Jake McIntyre

roger@rmproperty.net
megan@rmproperty.net

Call Paula 0429 149 890

0427 153 446
0400 653 446

Honesty, Trust, Energy, Teamwork....

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

plus Liquor

104
Bettington
Street
Merriwa

Direct Local Contacts for:
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944
For more information on our range of services visit our website
hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au

We will get you to your
appointments on time with
special care.
Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays
Bottle Museum building or leave a
message on the answering service for
a call back.
Te/Fax 6548 2653

‘all livestock anywhere any time’

Merriwa IGA

UPPER HUNTER offices
Merriwa
6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)
Scone
6540 2400 (Mon – Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm)
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri 10.00am - 3.00pm)

MDHA Inc.

pjslivestock@gmail.com

October Long weekend 2019
merriwacampdraft@gmail.com

www.rmpropertyandlivestock.com

NON EMERGENCY
MEDICAL TRANSPORT
SERVICE

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

0408 112 709

Roger & Megan Moore

Use your
Community
Chest to
support your

6548 2315

155 Bettington St
MERRIWA NSW

Neville and Leanne Hook





65 482 031
merriwa@newsxpress.com.au
www.newsxpress.com.au

Supports your local community.

Russell’s Earthmoving
Pty Limited

Owner Operated Since 1960

EXCAVATION
EXCAVATORS
DOZERS
WATER TRUCKS

Di’s Clothing Patch

EARTHWORKS

HAULAGE

Merriwa
0417 506769

LOW LOADER
GRADER
TRUCK & DOGS

Ph:0265482246 Fax:0265482629
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329
russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au

CJ & JM VERO & SONS

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
ABN: 65 810 824 869 LIC No: 243746C
FOR ALL YOUR DOMESTIC,
RURAL & COMMERCIAL
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear
Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories
Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels
Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service
Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels
School Items and Work Place Uniforms
Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Phone: 6548 3023
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PH: DES VERO 0427 482 303
PH: CATHY VERO 02 6548 2045
PH: 02 6548 2303
8.30am – 4.30pm Mon – Friday
Email: cjvero@bigpond.net.au
dvero@bigpond.net.au

Servicing the Merriwa community since 1977

CURTIS GANT BETTS
SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS
Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890
59 BROOK STREET

PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

• Property Law/Subdivisions
• Conveyancing
• Compensation Matters
• Wills & Estates
• Powers of Attorney

MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333

• Criminal Law
• Litigation & Court Appearances
• Business Law & Leases
• Family Law
• General Legal Work

Phone: 6543 2433
Fax: 6542 5297
100 BETTINGTON STREET
MERRIWA NSW 2329
BY APPOINTMENT
Phone: 6543 2433

Email: office@cgblaw.com.au Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

Merriwa Ringer

Businesses

Merriwa Bushman’s Campdraft est. 1947

RM Property & Livestock

MERRIWA
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM
OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday 8.30am
to 6.00pm Saturday by
arrangement

For appointments

6548 2305

Payment is required at
time of consultation

141 BETTINGTON ST
MERRIWA NSW 2329
PHONE:65482078 FAX:
65482063
CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR
PRODUCTS
*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY
THOMPSON
*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP
*TOYO TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP

Hunt MWA Pty LTd
Licence No:41446

MORETHAN JUST A

POST OFFICE

Stamps and packaging
Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals
Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)
Work cover documents
Post Office box rental
Gifts, Antiques/old wares
Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Merriwa
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

Merriwa Touch
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: Kellie
Porter on 0432 109 760
Treasurer: Leanne Hunt on
0487 761 253
Secretary: Larissa Hockings
on 0429 412 772

St Joseph’s
Primary School
Merriwa

All enquiries welcome
Principal -Julie
Ashley
Borg
President:
Llewelyn
Vice Presidents:
Ph 6548Hollie
2035Hunt and
Keirra Hourn
P&F
PresidentTalitha
- Andrew
Luke
Secretary:
Sawley
Ph: 6548
2993
Treasurer:
Emma
Douglas
Meets the first Tuesday of each
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL
Club

St Joseph’s

Holy Trinity Merriwa
9.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays
Short Bible Study
Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Merriwa Central
School

Vennacher Street
Merriwa

Service Times

1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm
Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Ph: 6548 2500
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa
2329
Email: justin@welderup.com.
au
sales@welderup.com.au

Catholic Parish
Merriwa & Cassilis

WEEKEND MASSES

St Anne’s Merriwa

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am

St Joseph’s Cassilis
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am

Parish Priest - 6548 2086

St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092

Cassilis Public
School

Schools

Primary School
Merriwa

St Davids
Uniting
Church

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON
FARM SERVICES. Specialising
in Agricultural, Earthmoving &
Mining

Empowering and challenging students
to become lifelong learners

All enquiries welcome
Principal - Ashley Borg

Ph 6548 2035

Phone: 6548 2119

P&F President - Andrew Luke
Ph 6548 2993

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329
Ph: 0265 482 083
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au

Merriwa Pre-School
For children 2 – 5 years

Activity Centre

For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6
After School Care and Vacation Care

Merriwa Ringer

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email:
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.
edu.au

Principal:

Mrs Katie Burgess
Coolah Road
Cassilis NSW 2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

CWA
Meets Second Monday
of the month

Groups

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre

MERRIWA TOURIST
WELCOMING CENTRE &
MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!
Clean toilets!
CENTRE:
Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:
Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Churches

Empowering and challenging students
to become lifelong learners

Merriwa Anglican Parish
Services

Local Expertise with a professional service

10.00am
CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street
Visitors and new members are always welcome

Enquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060
Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale
Phone: 6548 2558
Email: kmclydsdale@gmail.com

0488 727 032
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Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am –
6.00pm
Merriwa
Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie
Streets
Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street
For appointments please phone
6532 5013

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval
(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome

ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

MERRIWA TENNIS
ASSOCIATION
Find us on
Facebook

Rotary Club of
Merriwa Inc

Meets each Tuesday
at the Merriwa Sports
Club

Merriwa Rugby
League Football Club
President: Ben Robins

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Vice President: Marc Previati

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

Treasurer/Publicity Officer:
Jessyca Morgan

0429 482 389

Sporting/Clubs

Hunter Medical
Practice

Secretary: Vacant

President:
Jason Bear
Day - Night
Competitions
Junior
Competitons
Court Hire

MERRIWA SSAA AND
APA

Est.

1946

Clare Martin
President 6548 2201
De Patterson
Secretary 0416 194 501
Fiona Morgan
Treasurer

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of
month from February to October

R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar
Take Away
Lunch & Dinner 7 days
Parties & Weddings a specialty
ATM, SKY CHANNEL
CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO
DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL

Range facilities and Fire
arm testing available
President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for
information
Shooting weekends 2nd
and 4th weekend of the
month

Merriwa

Swimming Club
For swimmers
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4
President: Melissa Collins
Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

MERRIWA OLD
BOY’S CLUB
President
Bruce Blackadder
0428 219 340
V/President/Publicity
Officer– Trent Cooper
Secretary/Treasurer –
Matt Morgan
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Club:
6548 2157
Bistro:
6548 2295
For the information of
members and their guests.

Established
1908

Merriwa

Springtime
Show

20,21 & 22
nd September!

ccc

www.merriwashow.com.au

Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary

Tel: 0498 378 500

MERRIWA OLD
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick
Williams 0417 462 767
V/President – Trent
Cooper
Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt
Morgan 0417 791 628

MERRIWA RACES

BBQ area and Kids Play area
Friday
Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws
Sunday
Raffles
Members Badge Draw between
11.30am & 1.30pm

2019

April
27,
2019

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter
All enquires to the secretary
0418417186
fionamorgan6@bigpond.com

Merriwa
Cricket Club

President:
Jon Osmond
0428 714 648
Vice President: Mark
Fieldsend
Secretary: James
Armstrong
0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis
- 0475 980 254

Race Club President Paul Frampton
Contact - 0428 485 182

Visit www.
merriwaraceclub.com.au

MERRIWA
DISTRICT
PROGRESS
ASSOCIATION
Have your voice
heard on matters
that affect the whole
local community

Meets on 3rd Wednesdays
at 6:00 PM Merriwa RSL
merriwaprogress@gmail.com

Merriwa Ringer

News

Clubs

Merriwa RSL Club

NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL
MENU
$12.50

Crumbed calamari and chips
Gourmet salada and garlic aioli
Caesar salad
Burger of the day and chips
Beer battered fish, chips and salad
Available Monday to Friday

HAPPY HOUR
Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon
Member’s prices
$3.50 schooners and $2.50 middies
BISTRO HOURS
Lunch 12noon – 2.00pm
Evening 6.00pm to 8.00pm/8.30pm
Matt Morgan

Merriwa Sports Club

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm
Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $100.00
not won the number was 618, this week it jacpots
to $120.00 and will be drawn between 6.00 –
7.00pm.

Wednesdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge, 7.00pm
draw for $160.00 was not won the number was
142, this week it jackpots to $180.00.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm,
free raffle.

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth
$1050.00 was not won the number was 7, this
week it jacpots to $1100.00.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $300.00
was not won the number was 127, this week it
jackpots to $320.00.			
LTPS/19/36118

Wednesday Night 6.30pm. Tickets on sale from
6.00pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All
welcome.
BOWLS

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for
$500.00 was not won last week the number was
159, this week it jackpots to $550.00 and will be
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you
must be present to win the money. LTPS/19/36118
Members must be present to claim any of the
draws and present their current membership
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have
your membership card on your person when on
the premises.
Birthday vouchers each month are also available
at the bar at the beginning of the month.
Wednesday Nights from 6.00pm - $11.00 Pizzas
and $6.00 Pints
Thursday Nights – Chicken Schnitzel Night $12.50 – Members only
Saturday Nights – Steak Night - $12.50 OR order
any meal off the A la carte menu and get one
kids meal for free – Members only

BINGO

Casual bowls available. Twilight Bowls every
Friday night. 5.30pm Roll.
GOLF
Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

CHINESE SMORGASBORD

December 29
Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée,
mains and desserts.
RESTAURANT
Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.
Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to
8.30pm. Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday
12noon to 2.00pm.
For bookings and take away - 6548 3228
WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday Raffle - November 30
Saturday Members draw, No 125, was not won –
next week $120.00.
Winners jackpot was not won – next week
$460.00

Merriwa Ringer

Page 25

Dinner: 		
Free Ticket: 		
Bowls Raffle: 		
Monthly Prize:

Beatrice Voysey
Rose Medway
John Richards
Jasmine Hovarth

Members draw - Sunday December 1
Members draw, No 188 was not won – next week
$600.00.
Saturday December 7 Sports Club Christmas
party. $25.00 per person, catering by Eat@153
plus entertainment on the night as well. Make
table bookings and tickets at the club.
Des Snelgrove

News

Sporting
Merriwa Swimming Club

Congratulations to Alyssa Carall,
Lula Peebles, Paige Walker and Zac
Walker on your fantastic effort at the
Muswellbrook Intertown carnival.
Swim Club will break for the Christmas holidays
with the last session on Monday December
23. The last session will be time trials only
commencing at 4.00pm with time trials for most
races and some relays. Until then Swim Club
training is Mondays with a session at 3.30pm
and a second session at 5.00pm. Time trials are
at 4.30pm. New members are always welcome.
The committee would like to extend a special
thank you to all the parents who volunteer their
time each week and make training and time
trials a wonderful success.
Good luck to all swimmers competing at
everybody’s favourite Intertown carnival this
weekend, Greta-Branxton! This is always a great
first carnival for swimmers as it is held in a 33m
pool. See Libby if you would like to go.
Melissa Collins

Merriwa Cricket Club
MERRIWA

RESUME WINNING WAYS
CONSOLIDATE TOP POSITION

AND

Merriwa took on Muswellbrook Souths at home
in round 9 of the Upper Hunter competition.
A quick thanks to Rob Smith for generously
donating a teams supply of sunscreen from the
Merriwa Pharmacy, and also to Kelly Curteis
who’s chocolate brownies and watermelon
once again hit the mark.
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Jon Osmond won the toss for the second week
in a row, much to the teams disbelief, and opted
to bat first. With Pete Ashford away this week,
John Maben got his first opportunity to open the
batting this season after striking form last week.
The wicket would prove difficult for all batsmen
with some uneven bounce from the start of
play. Jon was first out in the seventh over to Josh
Chandler to make it 1/36, he was soon followed
back to the pavilion by Greg Sheehan for a first
ball duck again to Chandler. Brad Strachan and
John managed to push the score to 70 before
John was out caught for 33, an innings which
included some classic square drives which are
sure to boost confidence.
Brad took it to the South’s bowlers, with
aggressive straight and off drives pushing his
score to 30 before holing out. Doug Munro
failed to add much to the scoresheet out for
1 soon after. Charlie Stokes and Seth Morgan
contributed to post what we thought would be
a competitive total on the bowler friendly pitch.
Seth hit one almost to the Sports club on the full,
which took some finding before he tried his luck
again getting caught out for 16, Charlie followed
not long after for 27. Merriwa finished all out for
149 from 32 overs. Josh Chandler was the pick
of South’s bowlers with 3/25 from 8, assisted by J
Melia and Neville Givney with 2/20 from 3.1 and
2/33 from five.
It didn’t take long for Merriwa’s opening bowlers
to make an impact, Brad Strachan catching off
his own bowling in the second over, followed by
another in the third to make it 2/6 after 3 overs.
Steve Unicomb walked to the crease wielding
a well cherried slab of willow, a sign of a clean
hitter, immediately proving the fact with solid
connections from the get go. It wasn’t so easy
for the other batsmen, Josh Chandler out for 3
in the 10th, before Unicomb was bowled for the
sides top score of 33. There wasn’t much left in
the nine man Souths side ending up all out for 65.
Charlie with 3/18 from 8, Greg 2/18 from 6 and a
wicket apiece for Brad, Doug and Jack Fairhall,
the latter knocking over the stumps to bring up
his first wicket for the Merriwa open team. Thanks
to the South’s side for an enjoyable game.
Merriwa are now clear at the top of the table
with seven wins and a draw from eight games
for 46 points, Belltrees, who are next week’s
opposition, are close behind on 40 points.
This Saturdays top of the table clash against
Belltrees promises to be a cracker of a match,
Merriwa having the wood over Belltrees in their
recent encounters on the hallowed turf of
Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa’s Apex Oval, which is also home to the
Upper Hunter’s reigning champion Women’s
9’s and men’s Reserve Grade Rugby League
sides. The match starts at 1.00pm. We welcome
you to come down and watch what will be an
entertaining afternoon of cricket.
Charlie Stokes

Merriwa RLF Club
We would like to say thank you again to our 2019
season sponsors for your continued support for
our club.
We are off to a good start for Merriwa Magpies’
2020 season with lots of new and old sponsors
coming on board with sponsorship of all kinds.
We greatly appreciate everyone’s support and
without sponsors, we would not be able to play
the sport we love. So from all the Committee, we
say thank you.
It’s not too late to sponsor, if you are interested,
please just get in contact with Gaynor via email,
merriwarlfc@yahoo.com, I’m sure we can’t
come up with some sort of sponsorship.
A list of our 2020 sponsors will be advised in next
weeks ringer.
Our meeting was held on Tuesday 3rd December,
please check out our Facebook page, ‘Merriwa
Magpies Reserve Grade and Ladies League
Tag’ to keep up-to-date with everything that is
going on in the club.
Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Little A’s
MERRIWA LITTLE ATHLETICS COMPETE AT ZONE
CHAMPIONSHIPS
Last weekend 17 of our athletes travelled
down to Metford for Zone Little Athletics
Championships. The two day program had
some tough competition for all our age groups
but our Merriwa athletes really put their best
foot forward and ran, jumped and threw like
champions.
So many PB’s, first, second and third placings
with the majority of our squad making it through
to Regional.
Biggest thrill of the weekend was Aubree
Oldham winning and setting a new zone record
for her awesome effort in 60mtr Hurdles. What a
fantastic result for a small country girl, Well done
Aubree. Aubree smashed out first’s all weekend,
also placing first in Long Jump,(2.89m),first in
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100mtr sprint heat (18.06), first in 100mtr final
(18.62)second in her 200mtr heat(40.35) and
second in her 200mtr final.
Jye Bates had some tough competition in his age
group but he did every event in style and with
a smile on his face. He placed fourth in discus
(10.28m), seventh in long (2.31m) and eighth in
shot put (3.90m).
Thomas Campbell is off to Regional for his effort
in his discus placing third (6.68m) also placing
sixth in 60mtr hurdles (14.69).
Cody Bates had a busy weekend and did it
fantastically getting first in 400mtr (1.16.25),
second in long (3.98m), third in 200mtr heat
(32.10), and third in 200mtr final, third in Triple
jump (8.38m), third in 100mtr heat (15.22) making
the 100mtr final and placing third again with a
time of 15.25, well done Cody.
Little brother Morgan Bates did a awesome
job placing third in long (2.55m), third in 60mtr
hurdles (17.72), eighth in discus( 8.19m) and fifth
in the 70mtr sprint (13.82).
Rihanna Hunt did a fantastic job against some
very good athletes placing fourth in shot put
(4.67m), eighth in 60mtr hurdles (14.85) and tenth
in her 100mtr sprint with a time of 19.81.
Jeremy Clarke jumped really well in his triple
jump placing second with a 9 metre jump, he
had a bit of a hard time getting over his 100mtr
hurdles but he made up for that with a third in
discus (15.86m).
Sean Ryan is a new comer to our club competing
at his first zone he did a marvellous job especially
in his 80mtr hurdles placing third with a time of
15.97, he also got sixth in triple (7.01m), fourth in
200mtr sprint (30.85) fifth in 200mtr final (31.60)
and fifth in high jump. Well done Sean.
Annabelle Hunt put in a tremendous effort
placing fifth in long (3.19m), seventh in discus
(8.17m), sixth in 60mtr hurdles (14.62) and eighth
in 100mtr sprint (18.47). Eden Barry certainly
showed off her skills and natural talent blitzing
her opposition in discus placing second (9.53m),
second in 60mtr hurdles (13.06), first in shot put
trowing a big 3.66m and fifth in her 200mtr heat
(41.60), and a fifth in 200mtr final.
Grace Campbell also showed of just how good
our Merriwa athletes are placing fifth in discus
( 6.83m), second in long (2.64m), third in 60mtr
hurdles final(13.53), fifth in 100mtr heat with a
time of 19.63 and then coming out in the 100mtr
final and absolutely smashed it with a time of
Page 27

18.85. Well done Grace on a huge effort.
Dylan Keane blitzed his events with first in Triple
(10.41m), first High Jump (1.51m), first in shot put
(9.35m), third in 100mtr sprint (13.53) and fifth in
his 200mtre (28.72).
Thomas Hunt also did a fantastic job with first
in discus (19.83m), third in Triple (8.71m), third in
high jump (1.30m) and placing sixth in his 100mtr
sprint (15.62).
Rachel Hunt had a busy schedule and did a
marvellous job, second in high jump (1.20m)
fifth in long (3.37m) third in 100mtr (15.35) third
in triple jump (7.11m) second in 80mtr hurdles
(19.13), third in 200mtr heat (33.41).
Sharlotte Oldham came up against some
fierce competitors in her age group, she did a
marvellous job making it into the 200 and 100
sprint finals. 100mtr heat sixth (19.35) 100mtr final
seventh (19.34), 200 heat sixth (43.21), 200 final
eighth (43.81), seventh in70mtr sprint (13.22) and
seventh in long jump, jumping 2.86m. Well done
Sharlotte.
Brooklyn Blackadder placed fourth in her long
jump, jumping 4.20m and placed sixth in 100mtr
sprint(14.47).
And last but not least athlete Samuel Williams
was absolutely thrilled to take out the discus with
a first place throwing a distance of 16.88m, he
also placed nineth in long jump (3.08m) and
12th in 100mtr sprint (19.57). Well done Samuel,
what a fantastic effort I am so very proud of you.
Well done to each and everyone one of our
athletes for a fantastic effort and outstanding
behaviour . Congratulations to all athletes who
made the Regional Team. See you all at training.
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Merriwa JRLF Club
COACHING APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR
THE 2020 SEASON!
If you would like to coach our Junior Magpies
please get in touch with Fiona Morgan 0418 417
186 or fionamorgan6@bigpond.com to receive
your application form. Applications will close
December 16.
We are looking to field teams in Under 6’s – Under
16’s and Under 12, Under 14 and Under 16 Girls
League Tag.
You MUST have a Working With Children Check
and Coaching qualification or willing to obtain
one in the new year.
We would love to have you part of our Junior
Magpie community!
Thank you all who came to our Monster Toy Raffle
on Sunday, it was a great success! It was lovely
to see so many supporting our club to raise funds
that will help throughout 2020.
Many thanks to those who sold tickets Friday and
Saturday mornings, especially Eva Towler who
graciously donates her time to support so many
local groups we really appreciate your help!

AIR CONDITIONING
AND REFRIGERATION
CONTRACTORS
• Supply
• Install
• Repair
• Service
• Domestic electrical
Cory David Vero
ABN: 75282991179
Lic: 311073c
David: 0439 479 779
Cory: 0407 216 583
Email: coryvero87@hotmail.com
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Belinda Keane

Our next committee meeting is Monday
December 2 at 6.00pm Merriwa RSL Club, all
welcome.
Fiona Morgan

THE TOWNHOUSE
Merriwa Branch & District
Council
“... a strong and united voice for our
members on issues that affect their
business, farms and families.”

President: Patrick Ryan 0428
485 090
Secretary/Treasurer:
Aileen Hogan 0455
455 760
www.nswfarmers.org.au

MERRIWA
COUNTRY–STYLE COTTAGE ACCOMODATION
self contained in central location
1 bedroom queen bed, single sofa-bed,
full kitchen and facilities, spacious bathroom, lounge room,
smart tv, wi-fi, air conditioning
BOOK THROUGH AIRBNB

or contact Megan:
0400 653 446
megan@rmproperty.net
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Merriwa Central School P&C
are once again hosting this year’s

Christmas
Ham and
Prize Raffle
at the Merriwa RSL Club

When:

Thursday December 19
Starting at

7.30pm

20 Hams + Prizes
to be won
Tickets on sale from
6.30pm on the night
Show your support for
Merriwa Central School
Merriwa Ringer
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Community Calendar
DECEMBER
Thursday 5
Friday 6
Saturday 7
Sunday 8
Thursday 19

Community Christmas Party - Vennacher Street - 5.00pm
to 7.00pm
Merriwa Anglican Women’s Guild - Christmas Street Stall
Merriwa Old Boys Club - Christmas Meeting and BBQ Merriwa RSL - Meeting at 4.00pm - BBQ from 5.00pm
Carols in the Park - Apex Park - 7.00pm
Merriwa Central School P and C Ham Raffles - Merriwa RSL
Club - 7.30pm

MCS in touch with our community

The

Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329

Tel: (02) 6548 2119
Fax: (02) 6548 2534
Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL
MATERIAL
Page
32 DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy
of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not
constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers
indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or proceedings whatsoever
arising from the publication.
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes
spelling and terminology.
Merriwa Ringer

