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Merriwa Country Education Foundation
On January 29 interviews were held with the Merriwa Rotary Club, the Merriwa Welcoming Centre 
and Men’s Shed  and the Merriwa Country Education Foundation to award Education grants to 
students from the Merriwa District participating in Tertiary education during 2019.  

We are pleased to announce that three students were awarded grants of $3000.00 to help with 
their education expenses during 2019. These grants were made up of donations from the Merriwa 
Welcoming Centre and Men’s Shed, the Merriwa Rotary Angus Peebles Scholarship Fund and the 
Merriwa Country Education Foundation.

A small presentation ceremony was held on Monday February 11 to present the students with their 
certificates and to wish them well with their studies.

The students who will receive grants in 2019 are:
Shai Blackadder who will be studying a Bachelor 
of Communications at Newcastle University

Emily Towell who will be studying a Bachelor of 
Nursing at New England University

Tarnisha Winsor who will be completing a Cert 
III in Beauty Therapy at TAFE before going to 
Charles Sturt University to study Criminology.

We wish the girls all the best with their future 
studies and look forward to hearing about their 
progress.

We are also pleased to hear about the success 
of our grant recipients in 2018 who are all still 
studying.  Feedback has been received from  
Breanna Goodear who is competing a Bachelor 

of Occupational Therapy at Charles Sturt University and is beginning her second year of studies.  
During 2018 Breana became president of the Occupational Therapy group and joined the Student 
Consultative Committee.  

Brydie Moore who is competing a Bachelor of Education (Primary and Early Childhood) at Newcastle 
University and will commence her second year by living on campus. Brydie has taken the opportunity 
to find work with Sports in Schools where she has assisted with leading gymnastics and PE classes in 
schools in the Newcastle area during her first year of study.

Hanna Byfield who is completing her Bachelor of Agriculture at University of New England and will 
commence her second year in 2019.  Hannah is finding every unit she is studying interesting. 

Lachlan Kemp who is currently on a University exchange in North America at the moment for one 
semester and enjoying the experience.

It is always wonderful to hear of the success Merriwa youth have when they leave school and 
continue working towards their career goals.

Jane Hegarty
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Merriwa Central 
School

Primary
CHANGE OF BELL TIMES

Both primary and secondary campuses have 
made some minor changes to session and break 
times so that we may work more closely with 
each other. Primary campus times are as follows:

• 8.55am   Warning bell

• 9.00am   Morning assembly

• 11.00am-11.30am Recess (to include 10 
minutes sit down eating time)

• 1.00pm-1.35pm  Lunch break (to 
include 15 minutes sit down eating time)

• 2.55pm   Warning bell

• 3.00pm   Afternoon assembly

To ensure that highest safety standards are 
maintained, there will be two teachers on duty 
at both recess and during playtime at the lunch 
break. An executive staff member will supervise 
eating time at lunch every day. 

ASSEMBLY REMINDER

Our first assembly for 2019 will be held on Friday, 
February 22 commencing at 2.15pm. We will be 
presenting house captain badges and swimming 
ribbons at this assembly. Please come along for 
our very first gathering of the year.

ZONE SWIMMING

We wish our team of super swimmers lots of luck 
as they travel to Scone next Tuesday with Mrs 
Higgins to compete in the zone trials There will 
be lots of tough competition and lots of fun to 
be had as the following children represent us 
– Paige Walker, Nicole Tudor, Cadence Tudor, 
Olympia Magnus, Katana Magnus, David 
Googe, Alexander Googe, Thomas Campbell, 
Rory Wallings, Mervyn Crane-Turner and Logan 
Brazier.

CLAIM THE DATE – CHOOSE MATHS FAMILY NIGHT

We encourage all families of Infants and Primary 
children to set aside Thursday evening, March 12! 
On this evening, we will be hosting an evening of 
fun maths activities and games for adults and 
children! More information will follow.  

Mrs Kate Jones
Primary Assistant Principal 

Secondary Report
ENGLISH FACULTY REPORT

As the year finally switches into gear and the 
haze of the holidays slowly wears off, students at 
Merriwa Central School are back and focused 
on learning. This year, students have been 
greeted by some new faces in their English, 
History, Visual Arts and Music classes. So, I would 
like to take this opportunity to welcome the new 
staff to our faculty. 

Miss Piper is taking junior and senior English 
classes and has reintroduced modern history for 
students studying Year 11. This is an exciting new 
opportunity for students in their senior years.

Miss Bayliss is filling in for the long serving Miss 
Hopkins for 2019 as the visual arts teacher and is 
keen to instil a passion for creation in the students 
in her classes.

Mrs Schnitzerling is covering the library and 
some junior English classes, While Miss McVeigh is 
demonstrating her expertise in taking the music 
class.

With fresh faces comes fresh opportunities 
and encourage all students to engage in their 
learning and strive for their personal best.  

Chad Grant
Relieving Head Teacher English
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CAREER NEWS

University of Sydney 360 degree tour 

Enjoy looking across all parts of the university 
in any direction you choose. Look at what 
university life is like across the lecture rooms, 
activities, research labs, sport and much more. 

http://tour.sydney.edu.au/

Charles Sturt University – Getting Prepared for 
the Jobs of the Future 

At Charles Sturt University (CSU), we are 
constantly working to make sure our students 
learn at the cutting edge of technological 
change in their chosen profession. Technology 
and its impact on everything from agricultural 
supply chains to classroom teaching techniques 
is now integrated into courses. 

Find out here about a few new and evolving 
courses that we have developed to put you at 
the forefront of technological change. Or even 
offer a path to a brand-new career. 

https://insight.futurestudents.csu.edu.au/
getting-prepared-jobs-future/

University of Newcastle Scholarships Many Still 
Open 

Closes March 6 for most scholarships. 

You still have time. Tens of thousands of dollars of 
offers available. A scholarship can give you that 
financial support you need to cover the fees 
and costs associated with your Tertiary studies. 
They can take a great deal of pressure off you. 
Check out the offers available at: 

h t t p s : / / w w w . n e w c a s t l e . e d u . a u /
scholarships#filter=level_undergraduate_first

International Science School 

July 7 to 20

Every two years the ISS gathers 140 top science 
students from Australia and overseas for a two-
week residential program of talks by world-
renowned scientists, laboratory tours, hands-on 
activities and social events. Are you going to be 
in Year 11 and 12 in 2019? Do you love science? 
If so, you’ve got to apply for the Professor Harry 
Messel International Science School (ISS)! 

Every two years the ISS gathers together 140 top 
science students from Australia and overseas 
(China, Japan, India, New Zealand, Thailand, 
the USA and the UK) for a two-week residential 
program of talks by world-renowned scientists, 

laboratory tours and hands-on activities... not to 
mention a swag of social events like the Sydney 
Harbour cruise and ISS talent quest! 

https://sydney.edu.au/science/industry-
and-community/community-engagement/
international-science-school.html

Enrol now with TAFE NSW 

TAFE NSW is taking enrolments now! Put yourself 
in the drivers’ seat this year and upskill to create 
more career opportunities. Or perhaps you 
know of a student that would like to further their 
education in an adult learning environment. With 
over 1,200 courses from degrees to diplomas 
and short courses, TAFE NSW has you covered: 
https://www.tafensw.edu.au 

TAFE NSW Credit Transfer Pathways to University 

If you want to go to University via a TAFE 
qualification, check out your great options here 
and get credit for what you studied at TAFE. 

This credit transfer website is a guide to credits 
available for completed TAFE NSW qualifications 
to articulate into a University or Higher Education 
Provider degree. It is designed to help you 
tailor your study journey. How much credit you 
are eligible for varies depending on course, 
institution chosen and the grades achieved. 
As credit arrangements are updated regularly, 
you should always confirm your eligibility with 
the offering institution. You can e-mail TAFE 
NSW if you need more information. https://
credittransfer.tafensw.edu.au/

Study Interior Design Entirely Online 

Whilst enrolments for Sydney Design School are 
now closed you can still study their world-class 
courses online. As their official online partner, 
Interior Design Online gives you access to their 
accredited career qualifications. Find out more 
today on our website below or call our team on 
02 9460 8664. https://www.interiordesignonline.
edu.au

Taronga Zoo Work Experience Dubbo 

Taronga Western Plains Zoo Dubbo’s work 
experience program is for school students in 
Years 10 - 12 who are interested in pursuing a 
career in zoo keeping, animal care, tourism, 
education or zoo horticulture. 

If you or your child are interested in applying, 
speak to your school careers adviser who will liaise 
with Taronga on your behalf. Work experience 
at Taronga Western Plains Zoo Dubbo may be 
undertaken in the following divisions: 
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P AND C NEWS

The committee would like to welcome Donna 
Thorley as our new Canteen Coordinator 
at Secondary. We are very excited to have 
someone with her cooking experience taking 
on the role.

Make sure you take advantage of the 2 for 1 
shirt deal as it will be ending after this month. 

Thank you to everyone who attended last 
week’s meeting, it was great to see so many 
parents and members of staff! Our next meeting 
is Tuesday 6 March at 6.30pm at the RSL Club, 
we’d love to see you there.

Congratulations to Chad Grant for organising 
a fantastic swimming carnival and for all staff 
involved in the event. It was great to see everyone 
joining in, particularly the older students who 
assisted younger swimmers!

A special thank you to Mr Gibbons for his hard 
work over the school holidays,  keeping school 
grounds in immaculate condition, especially 
after the damage caused from wind storms. 

Last but not least, thank you to the wonderful 
teaching and learning support staff who gave 
up their time during school holidays to organise 
classrooms and prepare for our children, allowing 
them to have a great start to the school year.

Keirra Hourn

SELECTION PANEL E-LEARNING FOR PARENTS

The P and C has a parent representative 
on each merit selection panel held in the 
school. To be eligible to represent the P and 
C parents need to have completed either 
face-to-face or online training.

It is essential that all members and 
conveners of selection panels understand 
the procedures required for selecting school 
staff through advertised positions.

To assist principals, directors, school 
community members, panel conveners/
hiring managers, and other members of 
selection panels, the department has 
prepared a suite of e-learning material.

Parents can print the e Learning certificate 
once the course is completed.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/about-us/
jobs-and-opportunities/school-careers/
selection-panel-e-learning

THANK YOU AGAIN TO MERRIWA IGA

Merriwa Central School would like to thank 
the Merriwa IGA for their generous support for 
the donation received through Community 
Chest donation.

Darren Noonan

• Australian Animals 

• Birds 

• Ungulates and Primates 

• Reptiles and Amphibians 

• Horticulture 

• Taronga Wildlife Hospital 

https://taronga.org.au/get-involved/school-
work-experience/dubbo

Citi New Recruits Programs enrolling now for 
school leavers 

The free Citi New Recruits program provides 
disadvantaged and disengaged young 
people in Victoria and New South Wales with 
the opportunity to gain skills and knowledge 
required to succeed in the workforce of the 
21st century. Citi New Recruits has supported 
1,200+ young people in Australia to develop 
employability skills, gain work experience and 
secure employment. Are you over 17 and 
looking for employment and/or further study in: 
automotive, business, information technology, 
horticulture, government or other industries 
then make the next step. If you are interested in 
participating in one of our upcoming programs, 
please email info@saf.org.au or call 1300 096 
120 

https://saf.org.au/citi-new-recruits-program/

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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TECHNOLOGY MATTERS 

Information technology is now used in virtually 
every home in Australia. Ninety-seven per 
cent of households with children aged  under 
15 years have access to the internet, with 
an average number of seven devices per 
household. Parental involvement in the safe use 
of technology should start from a child’s first use, 
and parents continue to be a critical influence 
in children and young people being responsible 
digital citizens and engaging in online activities 
safely.

Why internet safety matters: Pre-schoolers like 
going online to look at videos or to play games. 
They can do this using computers, mobile 
phones, tablets, TVs and other devices. There 
are safety risks for pre-schoolers online, although 
pre-schoolers won’t usually be exposed to as 
many risks as older children because they’re less 
likely to be using the internet independently.

When you take some practical internet safety 
precautions, you protect your child from risky 
or inappropriate content and activities. And 
your child gets to make the most of her online 
experience, with its potential for learning, 
exploring, being creative and connecting with 
family and friends.

Internet safety risks for pre-schoolers:

There are three main kinds of internet safety risks 
for children:

• Content risks: these risks include content 
that children might find upsetting, disgusting 
or otherwise uncomfortable. Examples are 
pornography, violence, images of cruelty to 
animals or programs meant for older children

• Contact risks: these risks include children 
coming into contact with people they don’t 
know. For example, a child might use a 
communication app and talk to a stranger

• Conduct risks: these risks include children 
acting in ways that might hurt others. For 
example, a child might destroy a game his 
friend or sibling has created. Accidentally 
making in-app purchases is another conduct 
risk.

Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre

TEACHING SAFE AND RESPONSIBLE ONLINE 
BEHAVIOUR

You can help your child learn how to use digital 
media and the internet safely, responsibly and 
enjoyably. If you teach your child how to manage 
internet safety risks and worrying experiences for 
himself, he’ll build digital resilience. This is the 
ability to deal with and respond positively to any 
risks he encounters online. 

You can do this by: Going online with your child, 
by being a good role model, teaching your child 
about good and bad content and teaching 
your child about in-app purchases.

Your child will get more out of being online if 
you’re watching or playing with her. You can 
get her to show you websites that are fun or 
interesting, ask her to show you how to play 
the app or game that she’s playing, talk about 
the videos she’s watching. If you think the app 
or video isn’t appropriate, you could say, ‘This 
is a bit grown-up. Let’s find something else’. 
Then help your child to find something more 
appropriate.

Being a good role model - Your child learns 
from you. This means you can model safe and 
healthy internet use by using digital media in the 
way you want your child to use it now and in 
the future. For example, you can keep internet-
connected devices out of bedrooms.

Teaching your child about good and bad content 
- You can explain to your child that there’s good 
and bad content on the internet, including 
content that isn’t true. Encourage your child to 
talk to you if he sees something upsetting, scary 
or worrying. For example, you could say, ‘Some 
videos on the internet can be upsetting or scary. 
Tell me if you see something that scares you or 
makes you unhappy’.

Teaching your child about in-app purchases - 
Lots of games and apps have in-app purchases 
for things like character costumes and new 
levels. You could teach your child about these 
by saying something like, ‘People use the internet 
to make money and we have to be careful that 
we don’t give them our money by mistake. If 
something pops up on the screen don’t click it. 
Come and tell me’.

Leah Folpp
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

engineer the series of pipes and canals for the 
water to flow through. He was seen smiling and 
chatting happily to others using kind words. 
Thomas has been reading and returning his 
home reader more frequently and is keen to use 
his confident voice in reading aloud. 

His effort was impressive with recognising 
numbers and in swimming. 

Congratulations Thomas. You should feel very 
proud of your efforts. 

VICE-CAPTAIN’S REPORT WITH DYLAN MCLENNAN

STUDENT OF THE WEEK  - 
THOMAS SIMPSON

Thomas has been 
awarded the Student 
of the Week for his 
effort to challenge his 
learning and willingness 
to participate in the 
classroom. 

In the playground 
Thomas helped to 

persuasive devices to convince. Last week 
students read and discussed ‘The Day the 
Crayons Quit’. After discussing that there wasn’t 
a brown crayon mentioned in the story, students 
decided to write their own letter to Duncan from 
Brown Crayon.

Dear Duncan, 

From where I stand I’m being neglected!

There’s no doubt that I can be used for beautiful 
things like brown rabbits, grizzly bears, rusty cars, 
ducks, drums and dirt.

I begrudge you because at school you are 
learning about the drought. How could you not 
use me for the dirt?

You irritate me when you don’t choose me. I 
don’t want to die being locked in the box. That’s 
cruel, you know.

I have a purpose in life. I can’t bear sitting lonely 
in the crayon box anymore. Obviously I’m almost 
a full crayon still.

From, as you can now clearly see, your unused 
friend Brown Crayon      (Sophie Anderson)

The weather was 
perfect last week for 
swimming lessons. 
Mrs Burgess took the 
more advanced 
swimmers up to the 
deeper end of the 
pool. Mrs Nairne, Row 
and Jenny taught 
the other students 
on pool entries, 
gliding, retrieving 
submerged objects, 
kicking and big arms. 

The day and the water temperature made 
the pool really inviting. All students thought the 
lesson flew by. Everyone put a lot of effort into 
their swimming which was pleasing to see.

We are very lucky to have 
wonderful volunteers to 
help with our swimming 
program. 

CONVINCE ME!

This term students are 
learning about using 

Dear Duncan,

Stop using me! I have 
split because you use 
me too much drawing 
large elephant poo.

From Brown Crayon   
     (Paul)

were deepening their understanding of numbers 
and length. Students in Kindergarten and Year 
1 modelled what they knew about different 
numbers and compared and measured the 
length of different objects using informal 
(paperclips and blocks) units. 

MATHEMATICIANS AT 
CASSILIS

Last week students 
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PARENTS AND COMMUNITY ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

The Annual General Meeting for the Cassilis 
Public School’s P and C group will be held on 
Monday at 2.00pm

This is an important and valuable way to 
contribute to your child’s school and to make 
real decisions about your child’s education. 

An afternoon tea will be provided and everyone 
is welcome and encouraged to attend.

“Tell me and I forget. Show me and I may 
remember. Involve me and I learn”

Ben Franklin was very wise when he said this 
statement. Learning at Cassilis is centered 
on involving students so they can make real 
connections. 

Last week’s cooking showed exactly that with 
students making air-fried sweet potato chips 
and a healthy choice for the dipping sauce by 
mixing greek yogurt with garlic and herbs. Yum! 

SPLISH, SPLASH

Last week’s swimming lessons focused on 
retrieving submerged items from the bottom 
which meant that students practiced feeling 
comfortable and confident with getting their 
faces wet. Students also needed to open their 
eyes under the water to see the objects and use 
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their kicking legs to get to the bottom 
of the pool.

Students also practiced their diving 
from the kneeling position with their 
arms straight out and their heads 
locked in their arms. 

I continue to encourage all students 
to bring their families to the pool, 
show them what you are learning 
and practice, practice, practice. The 
cooler weather will quickly be upon us 
and the pools will be closed so it’s a 
great time now to swim.

Katie Burgess
Teaching Principal
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

Our Kinder/Year 1/2 collaborative classroom 
has been a lively place of learning, cooperation 
and discovery as we begin our learning journey 
for 2019.  We have welcomed back Mrs Kerr and 
Mrs Hagley, and Mrs Boulton is with us for the first 
few weeks until another teacher is appointed. 
The Stage 1 students already know Mrs Boulton 
from casual days teaching them in previous 
years. There were a few tired people at the end 
of Week 2; students and teachers after our first 
full week back. Our new Kindergarten students 
have settled in beautifully, very comfortable 
with fresh routines and surroundings, after an 
extensive orientation program last year.  How 
smart and grown up they look in their new 
uniforms!

We have visited the church in preparation for 
our Opening School Mass, as we welcome new 
students to St Joseph’s and ask God to guide 
our way this year. We look forward to enjoying 
success and growth as individuals and as a 
learning community. 

Learning in the classroom is well underway. 
In English, Stage 1 have been enjoying the 
wonderful Pamela Allen books, ‘I Wish I Had A 
Pirate Suit?’ (well everyone needs one don’t 
they) and ‘The Little Old Man Who Looked Up At 
The Moon.’  These texts are rich in literary devices, 
and students have used these for questioning, 
writing and discussion.  Early Stage 1 have 
been analysing different versions of the familiar 
story ‘The Three Little Pigs’, and it’s entertaining 
reversal by Emily Gravett, ‘Wolf Won’t Bite’.  We 
looked at prediction, similarities and differences 
and sequencing; all important concepts for 
comprehension. 

Parents and carers, reading with your children 
regularly, is one of the simplest ways to profoundly 
increase literacy skills and confidence. 

Mathematics has seen us enhance and 
consolidate a thorough understanding of 
position.  Kindergarten have been looking at 
left, right, between, next to, behind, inside and 
outside. This is language that you can practise in 
simple everyday activities and games at home. 
Look at positioning in our every day lives. 

Year 1 have been giving and following directions 
including left, right and turn; very useful in so 
many aspects of daily life. Year 2 have loved the 
challenge of looking at locations and paths and 
drawing and describing simple maps.

In Art, we have been investigating portraits, with 
a focus on self-portraiture. Gazing at the great 
artists such as Van Gogh, Leonardo Da Vinci 
and Australian artist, Margaret Olley, we can 
appreciate the individual styles and techniques 
used. During the term, we will be working on our 
own portraits, expressing our own unique style.

In PDHPE, we have been working on fundamental 
skills, these complement our work in the classroom 
with our brains switched on, ready to learn after 
some vigorous exercise. 

In History, Kindergarten have the opportunity to 
learn about their own history and that of their 
families.  Stage 1  students will investigate the 
similarities and differences between families in 
the past and today.  What do we already know? 
What do we wonder or are puzzled about? What 
do we want to explore?  We can’t wait to find 
out more and answer some of our questions. 

In Science, Kindergarten will be investigating the 
ways in which objects move.  This will involve great 
collaborative learning and communicating in the 
activities. Year 1 will be exploring different forms 
of energy using their senses and investigating 
how sound is produced.

Please remember to like our Facebook page 
where you can stay up to date with all events. 
You can also visit our website at https://www.
merriwa.catholic.edu.au/ for more St Joseph’s 
news.

St Joseph’s celebrated the beginning of the 
school year with our Opening School Mass on 



Merriwa Ringer Page 11

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 

Monday.  Students and staff were joined by 
parents and parishioners to give thanks to God 
for the life we share together. We asked God’s 
blessing upon as all, that like a young tree, we 
will grow, not just through the learning and 
wisdom we receive, but especially through the 
love, care and support we give to one another 
in our community here at St Joseph’s School and 
as part of St Anne’s Parish. 

Following Mass, a special tree was planted by all 
the new members of our school community who 
have joined us in the past 12 months. This group 
will care for this tree as it grows and reminds us all 
of our own growth and new life. 

Congratulations to the following award winners:

Kindergarten  - Archy Wallace – for demonstrating 
an excellent work ethic and enthusiasm to learn 
in all KLAs 

Stage 1  - Jett Turner – for being a great role model 
in class, including demonstrating an eagerness 
to enhance his literacy skills in reading groups 

Olivia Purcell – for her mature and diligent 
approach to learning, which is reflected in her 
accurate presentation of writing tasks 

Stage 2  - Lula Peebles – for demonstrating an 
excellent understanding of number in Maths.  

Emma Grady – for consistent effort in all subjects 
and for always being ready to learn

Stage 3  - Grace Booth - for demonstrating 
excellence in handwriting in all workbooks 

Cody Bates - for showing care and maturity in 
carrying out his buddy skills 

Playground Champion - Annabelle Hunt - for 
care and concern shown to fellow classmates 
on the playground 

Principal’s Awards - Samuel Williams - For an 
excellent day’s work and willingness to complete 
all set tasks. Samuel’s writing task involving a 
book report, was outstanding. 

Mrs Catherine Boulton
Casual Infants Teacher
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Sandy Hollow 
Public School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Last Thursday six students from Sandy Hollow 
Public School travelled to Denman to participate 
in the Denman Public School Swimming Carnival. 
All students participated, encouraged each 
other and showed wonderful sportsmanship.

Results of the day:

Riley   First 12 year boy 25m freestyle 

  First 12 year boy 25m backstroke 

  First 12 year boy 25m breaststroke 

Shaneka First 12 year girl 25m freestyle

  First 12 year girl 25m backstroke

  First 12 year girl 25m breaststroke

Eli P   First 11 year boy 25m freestyle 

  First 11 year boy 25m backstroke

  First 11 year boy 25m breaststroke

Mikayla  First 10 year girl 25m freestyle

  First 10 year girl 25m backstroke

  First 10 year girl 25m breaststroke

Mya  First 9 year girl 25m freestyle

  First 9 year girl 25m backstroke

  First 9 year girl 25m breaststroke

Attalica  First 8 year girl 25m freestyle

  First 8 year girl 25m backstroke

  First 8 year girl 25m breaststroke

Thank you to our wonderful parents for driving 
and supporting us on the day and to Denman 
Public School for allowing us to participate in 
their swimming carnival.

WORKERS OF THE WEEK

M i k a y l a - E x c e l l e n t 
work in art 

Mya, Shaneka, Mikayla, Attalica,
Riley and Eli P

Eli P

 Mya 

Mikayla
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Pauline Bullock

Eli H for great work in 
writing

WEEKLY AWARDS

Eli P -YCDI – organising his time effectively

Skye – fantastic effort in mathematics

Roary – working consistently in all areas

Mikaela – trying to complete all task

Makiah – wonderful independent work habits

Logan – making a wonderful effort to write his 
name

Lane – writing his name beautifully

Roary, Eli P and Mikayla

Lane, Eli H, Makiah and Mikaela.

Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

REFLECTION: EPIPANY 6 – LUKE 7:17, 20-26
“Happy are the poor”. You’ve got to be joking! 
In our world it should read “Happy are the 
shareholders, the board members, the bankers.” 
If this is how you are thinking, then you have 
understood Jesus’ words. Jesus is not speaking 
in terms of this world and its economic values. 
Jesus speaks the values of the kin-dom of God. 
It is only from the perspective of God’s reign 
that the poor and the hungry can be called 
fortunate.

The recurring refrain of the past weeks has been 
that God welcomes the outsiders, those on the 
underside of life, not just the righteous. However, 
in order to respond to this welcome you have 
to want it. The point of today’s Gospel is that it 
is the poor who know their need; it is the hungry 
who taste desire, the sad who experience a loss. 
The experience is that the ones who come to 
hear Jesus are those who are sick and want to 
be cured. Like the poor and the hungry, these 
listeners know theor vulnerability.

On the other hand, the self-satisfied, the 
contented, those who have ‘made it’ according 
to this world’s values may never know their 
deeper inner emptiness and because of this, 
they may nit value God’s welcome. The kin-dom 
God offers can seem an optional extra. Poverty, 
for its own sake, has no value, nor hunger or grief; 
wealth in itself is not condemned, nor happiness, 
but these experiences can predispose us to 
reach out to God or to be self-sufficient.

God’s reign is for all, but some may prefer the 
world of their own making. (From “Sundays Under 
the Southern Cross” by Mary Coloe PBVM).

DON’T FORGET

MESSY CHURCH - Friday March 8 at 3.30pm 
- Parish Hall. We will be having pancakes for 
Pancake Day. No february Messy Church!
HOLY EUCHARIST each Friday and Sunday at 
10.00am. All welcome. 

A man’s ring has been found in the church 
garden, please see Rev’d Pat if you think that it 
may be yours.

PARISH AGM - March 10 following Eucharist.

                  Rev’d Pat Kirkby
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will hold their first Meeting of 2019 on Wednesday 
February 20 at the RSL commencing at 6.00pm.

Come along and find out what we can do for 
our community this year. Everyone is welcome.

For more information contact Beron Arden-
Wood, Secretary 02 6548 2245.

Beron Arden-Wood

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

Merriwa District Progress 
Association

The Merriwa District Progress Association 

CUPPA AND  CONNECT MORNING TEA - 
CONNECTING IN YOUR COMMUNITY

MEETING FARMERS LOCALLY

Coming to Merriwa LLS Office at 181 Bettington 
Street next Thursday February 21 from 10.00am 
to 1.00pm.

Come and share a Cuppa and cake, ask all your 
questions, get help with paperwork, understand 
more about what’s available and let us know 
what will help to get you through (apart from 
rain). 

These gatherings are held every week at a 
location across the Upper Hunter with a range 
of service providers coming together at one 
location for advice and support through the 
drought.

In addition for Merriwa, Beef consultant, Ian 
Blackwood will be there to discuss where to 
next with your stock feeding or water issues. Get 
help with forms for the NSW Rural Assistance 
Authority’s drought transport and new 
emergency water infrastructure rebates. You 
may be eligible to claim back up to 25% of stock 
water infrastructure costs incurred since 1/7/18. 
Connect with immediate support for the farming 
community from charities.

Get information on AgriSkills - a range of fully 
funded training opportunities. Book in for the 
Cassilis Chemical Accreditation on March  14-15 
where all participants will receive a PPE gear kit 
promoting safe work practices on-Farm. Put your 
name down for a course that interests you from 
Drones and Farm Mapping to Farm Fabrication.

Come along next Thursday and share a Cuppa! 
For more information phone LLS Drought Support 
Officer, Maria Cameron 0409 636 765.

Maria Cameron

Hunter Local Lands Services

Merriwa Squash Club are gearing up to start a 
Summer competition. This competition will start 
on Tuesday March 19 at 5.00pm. Training and 
grading will be on Tuesday March 12 and Friday 
March 15 at 5.00pm.

For further information contact the club captain, 
Wayne Upward on 0418 857 557.

Robert Whaley

Merriwa Squash Club

MERRIWA CEF

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

The Annual General 
Meeting isto be held

Thursday March 7 at Reg Fletcher Room, 
Merriwa RSL at 5.30pm

Everyone is welcome. RSVP Jane Hegarty, 
Treasurer on 0408 761 052.

Jane Hegarty

Please note that our “Home Day” will be held on 
Friday March 15 in the RSL Club auditorium from 
11.00am.

Lunch is approximately 12.30pm 
Cost   $18.00

Please bring a gift for Hoi, which will follow our 
lunch. Raffles and lucky door will be included.

Scone, Denman, Coolah and Cassilis have been 
invited.

I will need numbers for catering so please 
contact me if you would like to come.

GAME DAYS FOR 2019

• Tuesday April 9 with visitors from Singleton
• Tuesday July 2 with visitors from Coolah, 

Denman  and Cassilis
• Tuesday September 17 with visitors from 

Muswellbrook.

More details on these home days later.

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Country Women’s Association 
of NSW

Thank you to the men and their wives who came 
and offered their help with the drought. 

On Friday night we had a farewell for 
the Wangi Men’s Shed at our rooms.  

MERRIWA HOSPITAL AUXILIARY MEETING

Our first meeting for 2019 will be held at the 
Merriwa MPS Conference Room  on Friday 
February 15 at 2.00pm.  All members and 
community are invited to attend.  Hope to see 
you there.

For more information contact Elaine Sparrow on  
6548 8560.

Elaine Sparrow

Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary

Service of Leticia Rindfleish
A service to celebrate the life of Letty Rindfleish 
will be held at St Josephs Catholic Church 
Merriwa on Friday February 22 commencing at 
11.00am.

Friends are cordially invited to attend.

Our family wish to thank Dr Jasem and staff, Dr 
Jawaad and the nurses and staff of Merriwa 
Hospital, Muswellbrook Hospital Oncology and 
Palliative Care staff. We also wish to thank the 
Merriwa community for their touching words of 
comfort. A special thank you also to our local 
policeJason and Michael and their families for 
their above and beyond support.

John Rindfleish

COMING MEETING

All welcome - let’s get things organised for 
another successful event in 2019.

When:  Monday February 18
Time:  3.30pm at Merriwa RSL

For more info or to RSVP contact Rob Tindall  
0427 761 159 or Maria Cameron 0409 636 765.

Maria Cameron

Merriwa Farm Safety Day

OUR NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is Monday February 11 at 
10.00am at the CWA Rooms. 159 Bettington 
Street, Merriwa. New members are always 
welcome. 

Enquiries to: Penelope Fenley on 6548 3060 or or 
Kim Clydsdale on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

The CWA Rooms are available for hire at very 
reasonable rates by contacting Robyn McAlister 
on 0429 487 241. 

Kim Clydsdale
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Business 
A very Aussie congratulations to our newest 
citizen, Bernaditta Gabriel! 

NEW IN STORE 
BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS 

• 35 pages of exciting ideas for your garden 

• Lovin’ a deck makeover! Paint, screen, shade 
and style it then add a planter bed

• Go crazy with colour! In your home with 
bolder, brighter, better schemes that really 
work.

FAMILY CIRCLE

• 212 recipes, crafts and ideas for sunny days – 
cook, create, relax! 

• 30 meals in 30 minutes! Simply delicious 
dinner’s done! 

• Hip to be square – easy to bake slices 
including peanut butter bars, fresh raspberry 
bars and lemon-lime bars. Yum!

OUTBACK MAGAZINE

• Gold fever – From the 1850’s tented mining 
fields to 21st century careers, gold fever has 
infused Australian life

• A toast to bush cooks: Well before dawn, 
in some of the most remote locations in 
Australia, outback cooks are rising to the 
challenge

• A higher aim - a photo essay on aerial 
photography.

A HALLMARK MOMENT 

This Valentine is very simple…but it comes straight 
from the heart

BEANIE BOO 

Buy 1 regular Beanie Boo and get a FREE Teeny 
Ty! Only till the end of February so get in fast! 

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 

and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 

DOING THE BARBECUE

Recently our community assisted with a very 
successful fundraising effort to raise funds to 
send young athletes to Sydney to polish their 
skills, aided by people with expertise in the area.

Such was the response that more than enough 
money was raised and as a result the surplus 
funds were able to be used to bring coaches in 
to assist our young athletes in Merriwa.

Rotary, having been donors to the  original 
appeal, were delighted to be called on to assist 
at this Saturday event.

Again, the barbecue skills came to the fore and 
a Rotary team did the cooking for the lunch.

It was our pleasure to contribute with our 
assistance again and be a part of a great day.

Maybe we have a potential Betty Cuthbert or a 
Herb Elliott in our midst!

Merriwa Rotary News

Mark Smith
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Defeating Weeds after Drought 

  

An unfortunate side effect of a drought breaking is usually an increase in the presence of new and existing weeds on a property. 
These weeds have the potential to cause further economic and production losses to an already drought-impacted farming 
enterprise.  

New weeds can decrease productivity through competition with pastures, poison stock, and increase weed control costs 
significantly. 

If you have imported fodder or grain from outside of your property during the drought you 
are at risk of a new weed incursion. 

Weeds of concern include: 
Tropical Soda Apple Parthenium Chilean Needle Grass 

   
Herbicide resistant Ryegrass Silver Leaf Nightshade Wild Radish 

   
                                                                                                                                                                                        Images sourced from NSW DPI Weedwise and WA Dept. Primary Industries and Regional Development 

What we can do… 
To assist landholders recover from drought Upper Hunter Weeds Authority, in partnership with Hunter LLS, are offering a free 
weed identification and control service for fodder feeding sites that have potential weeds germinating in them following rain.  

What you can do… 
 Regularly monitor your fodder feeding sites 
 Report any unfamiliar seedlings for identification.  
 Arrange for a complimentary visit from a UHWA Weeds Biosecurity Officer. 
 Keep records of where feed came from and keep in mind the germinating weeds that may have originated from those 

locations.  

Who is eligible? 
All landholders in the Upper Hunter Weeds Authority area (Singleton, Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Council areas) are eligible. 

How do I get this service? 
Contact Upper Hunter Weeds Authority on 65 493 802 or email uhwa@muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au to book an inspection or Hunter 
Local Land Services for more information.   
 
Further information on Weeds and drought can be found at - hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au or uhwa.org.au 



Merriwa RingerPage 18

PLANNING . SURVEYING . PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ENGINEERING DESIGN . GIS & MAPPING

Industrial & commercial surveying    /    Land development services
Rural & residenial subdivision    /    Development applications    /    UAV & drones

Laser scanning     /    Detail & contour surveys     /    Building & road set-out

Contact.  Ross Peasley.  P. 6541 1509  M. 0478 180 175  A. 73A Bridge Street, Muswellbrook

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Offering outstanding views over the district this 2.5 Acre 
block is the ideal spot to build your dream home. There 
is a 21m x 14.5m shed on site with power and town water 
already connected. The shed has been plumbed for a kitchen 
and bathroom. It is fully insulated and has a hot water 
system. A house site has been prepared ready to be built on.  
A ring main for water has been put in place to water the 
tree’s. Only minutes to the mainstreet and the school bus 
stopping at the front gate this is the ideal spot to raise the 
family or simply sit and enjoy the views and peace and quiet 
from the verandah of the shed. 
 

5 Elizabeth Street,  Merriwa  $120,000.00

96 Rifle Range Road, Merriwa  $265 000.00

Located in a quiet street with an excellent tenant paying 
$160.00 per week this is a cheap positively geared 
investment. There are two big bedrooms, a modern 
kitchen, lounge/dining with a combustion fire and air con, 
bathroom and laundry. The home needs a bit of TLC but 
once completed you will have a solid investment with a 
long term tenant.
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

MERRIWA 

Country Education  

Foundation 

Helping Merriwa students 

with ter�ary expenses. 
Want to apply for a bursary or 

help with a dona�on?    
  Jane Hegarty 0408 761 052 
Amanda Kemp 0457 485 150 

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

S
Sunstopper

Blinds & Awnings

Phil & Cathie White
sunstopper@outlook.com
Cathie : 0439409005
Phil : 0439440321

We will  
be in Merriwa on 

February 25 for blind, 
awning or shutter 

measuring  
and quotes.

PO Box 4637 Dubbo NSW 
Please phone to arrange an appointment for the day

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Vice President: Julie Llewelyn

Secretary: Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Tammy Bradley

Publicity Officer: Keirra 
Hourn

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: 
Position vacant

Treasurer: Leanne Hunt
0487 761 253

Secretary: Kellie Porter
0432 109 760
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

        14 to 16th September!ccc

2018
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa 
Rugby League 
Football Club

President: Anthony Kelly
Senior Vice President: Kayla 

Barry
Secretary/Public Officer: 

Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
David Alker

Contact - 0427 482 095

April 
27, 

2019

Vice President - Paul 
Frampton

 

 

 

 
Merriwa District 

Progress Association Inc 
SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 3rd Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm 
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000 

Or Beron on 6548 2245 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
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will be drawn between 6.00pm – 7.00pm

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge 7.00pm 
draw for $780.00 was not won, the number was 
694, this week it jackpots to $800.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth $750.00 
was not won, the number was 448, this week it 
jackpots to $800.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $140.00 
was not won the number was 507, this week it 
jackpots to $160.00. LTPS/18/26042

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$500.00 was won last week the number was 258, 
this week it commences at $500.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

Wi-Fi – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members 
and guests.  
Birthday vouchers each month are also available 
at the bar at the beginning of the month.

Wednesday nights - from 6.00pm - Pizza’s $11.00 
and Pints $6.00.

Thursday nights - Chicken Parma and glass or 
wine or schooner beer $16.00 – members only. 

Saturday Nights – Steak and a schooner of beer 
or glass wine $16.00 – members only

Gourmet Burger Bargains – Saturday lunch 
Wagyu or lamb burgers with chips $10.00 only.

HAPPY HOUR       Thursday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
        Friday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm
        Sunday - 11.00am to 12 noon
        Friday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Members prices – $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies.

BISTRO HOURS 
Lunch   12.00pm – 2.00pm
Evenings  6.00pm to 8.30pm

Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
The Thursday Members Badge Draw for 
$120.00 was not won the number was 
120, this week it jackpots to $140.00 and 

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO

Thursday nights 6pm. Tickets on sale from 5.30pm. 
Lots of great prizes to be won. All welcome.

BOWLS

Casual Bowls available. 

GOLF

Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 24
Smorgasboard all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

RESTAURANT

Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm. 

Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon 
to 2.00pm.

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228.

LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH

WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle - February 9
Saturday members draw, no 61 was won – next 
week $100.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week 
$340.00

Dinner:   Paula Sutherland
Free Tickets:   Lindsay Marshall 
Bowls Raffle:    Amanda Nebauer 

Merriwa Sports Club
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What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS NOT WON AND 
IS NOW AT.... a worthwhile $1712.00.! We also 
have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts vouchers to 
be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between 
7.00-7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR
 Monday - Friday      5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and 
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro 
and on Facebook for specials.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

Please note we have new lock out rules, if a 
patron is not in the hotel by 10.00pm they will be 

refused service, by order of Management.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal HotelSunday February 10
Members draw, no 360. was not won – next week 
$1050.00.

Des Snelgrove

BOWLS

MIXED BOWLS DAY - SATURDAY FEBRUARY 16 - 
Sausage Sizzle is at 12noon and bowls will start 
at 1.00pm.

Cost is $10.00 for Green fees (Children $5.00), this 
covers the sausage sizzle, free drink (beer or soft 
drink) and the game of bowls.

Come along and have some fun in a warm 
friendly atmosphere.

MIXED SOCIAL BOWLS - Every Friday morning at 
9.30am. 

BAREFOOT BOWLS - Yes it is on again! Bowls every 
Friday evening at 5.30pm. 

ORGANISING A FUNDRAISER

Why not consider holding a BOWLS GALA DAY! 
It is a fun social way to get the community 
involved.Contact the Secretary - Bruce Smith on 
0447 091 365.

All are welcome to come to any of the above 
mentioned days, this including mums, dads, kids 
and people who have never played before. 
Spare bowls are available.

Paul Cottom
WOMENS BOWLS

Friendship Day of mixed bowls is on February 20, 
2019. Casual dress.

Morning tea will be at 9.30am, with play at 
10.00am at Merriwa.

Cost is $10.00 per player (includes lunch). Spider  
and raffle also on.

Lady and men bowlers and firends are most 
welcome to come along and enjoy a game of 
bowls in a warm friendly atosphere.

Please leave your name on the board at the 
Sports club or give names to Loretta Cooper on 
0428 482 679 by February 14, 2019.

Loretta Cooper

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
If you are experiencing di�  culties with relationships, family and 
friends, or have school/career questions book a free consultation 
with an Upper Hunter Shire Youth Services Counsellor.

All services are free and confi dential. Assistance with accessing 
specialist services is provided.

SPEAK TO US NOW. Call Mary on 0439 090 891 or email 
youthservices@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au

UPPERHUNTER.NSW.GOV.AU

Visit the Council website to fi nd out more
email: youthservices@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au
Find your nearest youth centre on Facebook
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Welcome back for another great season of 
Rugby League and League Tag!

REGISTRATION DAY/SEASON LAUNCH

When:  February 15, Merriwa RSL (BBQ   
  Area) from 4.00pm

The Active Kid’s vouchers are available again 
this year! (www.service.nsw.gov.au). All past 
players were sent emails with the link to register. 
For new or returning players you can also register 
at www.playnrl.com.au. Those who need 
assistance or first-time players needing to present 
Birth Certificates come along on February 15 so 
we can help you! Please download your active 
kids voucher before you come, as this will save 
us a lot of time. From 5.30pm we will have the 
BBQ running for ALL players and families.

REGISTRATION FEES 2019

• $100.00 Active Kids, League or Tag using your 
active kids voucher (insurance, shorts, socks 
and shirt)

• $50.00 League Tag (insurance, shorts and 
socks)

• $70.00 League (insurance, shorts and socks)

I can’t stress enough to parents this year to 
please register your child early! This helps with 
team nominations and eliminates the guess 
work we have to do. If you are 10yrs+ and want 
to play, PLEASE REGISTER! No need to pay, just 
register, so we can see your commitment to 
play. We can then accurately gauge numbers 
and assess viability of team nominations.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING 
COACHES FOR 2019

• Under 6’s Matt Mead and Amanda Thompson
• Under 7’s Ben and Jaleesa Wallace
• Under 8’s VACANT
• Under 9’s John Green
• Under 10’s VACANT 
• Under 12’s LT Matt Morgan
• Under 14’s LT VACANT
• Under 16’s LT Phil Neale and John Green

We still have vacancies, if you would like to 
coach please get in contact with Fiona ASAP on 
0418 417 186 or fionamorgan6@bigpond.com.

A reminder to anyone who is volunteering their 
valuable time this season whether in the canteen, 
league safe, coach or team manager you will 

Merriwa JRLFC ClubMerriwa Cricket Club
N

ew
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The Merriwa Cricket side was at home 
this weekend for what was shaping 
up as a much anticipated ‘top of the 
table‘ clash. With only one game of 
cricket being played over the Christmas 
break and with the Aussie day long 

weekend, both sides was keen for some time on 
the oval with the finals series looming just around 
the corner.

Murrurundi won the toss and elected to bat 
first. After a showery morning and still over cast, 
there was going to be a little in the wicket for 
the bowlers until the sun came out. This certainly 
proved to be the case, with The Merriwa 
opening bowlers being almost impossible to 
score runs off. It was just the second over when 
Brad Strachan bagged the first wicket of the 
innings, bowling the Murrurundi opener for a 
duck. The line and length bowling showed in 
the run rate, when after six overs the visitors was 
1-6. And the seventh over seeing the fall of the 
second wicket to Charlie Stokes. Wickets fell in 
the 10th and 11th over and again in the 16th 
over to have the visitors in real trouble at 5-17 
after 16 overs. Some outstanding catching from 
the Merriwa seen the Murrurundi side continue 
to lose wickets and  eventually being bowled 
out for 28 after 25 overs. All bowlers took wickets 
with Charlie Stokes and Nev Blackadder both 
taking two, While Brad Strachan and Greg 
Sheehan both took three each.

Merriwa innings had some batters elevated in 
the order; however the wicket still appeared 
to have life in it for the bowlers. Merriwa lost a 
wicket in the third over and two in the fifth to be 
3-6 after 5. The sun came out over the ground 
however and Brad Strachan played a great 
short innings to knock up 24 not out to chase 
down the required 28 in the 11th over.

This win gives Merriwa breathing space at the 
top of the table and now move on to play the 
two Muswellbrook sides leading into the finals. 
Congratulations on a fantastic win and hope 
for this form to continue in the games to come 
leading up to the seasons end.

Raymond Osborne
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Merriwa RLFC Club
First of all, well done to Group 21 Ladies and 
Under 23’s Men’s for winning both games at the 
rep trials at Tamworth on Saturday. This meant 
that we both obtained the winners trophy. The 
ladies received the Jane Walmsley Shield and 
men received Jim Sharpe Cup. Great work!

And a big congratulations to the Merriwa 
Magpies ladies, Gaynor Blackadder, Taylah 
Blackadder and myself for making the Greater 
Northern Tigers side and also Merriwa boy Isaac 
Austin.

Our next game will be at Coffs Harbour on 
Saturday March 9. 

Thank you to all our 2019 sponsors, we have a lot 
in store this year to show our appreciation. 

We are still after a jacket sponsors and still 
accepting general sponsorship. 

Our next meeting is Sunday February 17, 2.00pm 
at Merriwa Sports Club. We are after a secretary 
and would appreciate another helping hand.

Jessyca Morgan

need a Working with Children Check. It is so easy 
and doesn’t take long. www.kidsguardian.nsw.
gov.au

Fiona Morgan



Merriwa RingerPage 26

Ten athletes represented Merriwa in the Little 
Athletics Hunter Regionals Championships in 
Glendale over the weekend, and boy were they 
on fire!

The team achieved 12 personal bests, made 
15 finals and eleven placed in the TOP SIX! 
A fabulous result with the icing on the cake a 
bronze medal for Georgia Maben in the last 
event of the day. You little ripper Georgia! With 
the Hunter the most competitive region outside 
of Sydney and the home of the Hunter Academy 
of Sport for elite athletes, this was an outstanding 
result. 

In their first ever Regional championships, Rachel 
and Rhianna Hunt did a brilliant job with Rhianna 
throwing her way to twelth overall in shotput and 
Rachel smashing two PBs in hurdles and 100m to 
finish eighth and twelth overall. Cody Bates was 
pumped and ready for action from the go get 
coming eighth and twelth in the 100m and 200m 
against a super tough field. Awesome job Cody. 
Georgia Maben brought her trademark steely 
determination which paid off with a sensational 
finish to place third in the 800m, a PB in the discus 
with a throw of 13m and a strong finish in the 70m 
to place fourteenth. Love your style Georgia! 

Darcy Taaffe felt like she was ‘always the 
bridesmaid never the bride’, placing fourth 
in 1500m, hurdles and triple and fifth in high 
jump, so close kiddo! A highlight for her was 
annihilating her PB in the 1500m by a massive 
26 seconds. (All those park runs paid off Matt 
West!) Jorji Taaffe also shaved seconds off her 
PB in hurdles to place seventh overall, sixth in 
shot, seventh discus, and a fabulous fourth in 
triple. Thomas Hunt blitzed his hurdles best time 
by nearly 2.5 seconds to place ninth overall and 
eleventh in high jump. Dylan Keane did a great 
job in the shotput smashing his PB by 30sm to 
place sixth overall and ninth in the triple. Jeremy 
Clarke made a sensational first impression taking 
10 seconds off his best time in the 1500m to 
finish eighth overall and backed that up with an  
eighth in the 800m and a pb in triple.  Jackson 
finished off his last carnival with Little As with a 
new PB in discus throwing 28.04m to finish fourth 
overall, and fourth in shot and ninth in javelin. 
We are going to miss you Jackson!

When the first day was over, most of the team 
stayed together in Toronto and had a refreshing 
splash in the pool for a few hours before hitting 
the dance floor at the RSL, with some of the boys 
reluctant groovers till the Macarena and Nut 
Bush City Limits came on. A great way to enjoy 

almost the end of a great season. Now we just 
have to wait for the other Regions to finish their 
championships to find out who made it through 
to State!

We had a fabulous surprise on Sunday with one 
of the coaches from the Masterclass clinic very 
kindly donating his coaching fee back to the 
club to purchase us two brand new starting 
blocks. Peter Gentz is also helping us to set up a 
Merriwa ‘development squad’ for athletes aged 
11 to 16 to train once a month on the synthetic 
track in Glendale for a few hours over the off 
season. If you are interested in joining this squad, 
please see Tash at training. 

Merriwa Little Athletics Club
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Merriwa Swimming Club would like to thank 
Merriwa IGA for their generous support in 
helping the club to acquire 2 much-needed 
shade marquees. They will be used at carnivals 
and time-trial afternoons. Thank you IGA!

Merriwa Swimming Club has a new website. See 
https://merriwa.swimming.org.au  Online sign-
ups will be available for the beginning of next 
season.

Just a reminder that the  committee will be 
placing an order for club shirts before the Merriwa 
Intertown carnival. See more information on 
ordering at the club house. Another order will be 
placed pre-season in Term 4.

Good luck to all the swimmers competing at the 
Greta/Branxton carnival this weekend.

Merriwa Swimming Club

Melissa Collins

Thanks to all the siblings, parents and 
grandparents that came along to support Team 
Merriwa at Regionals. We hope you will be back 
for more in 2019/20!

So, we have two nights left of training so lets 
enjoy ourselves! See you down the track. 

Tash Taaffe
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DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the 
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in 
articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute 
recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. 
Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the 
Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to claim a 
date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing the 

community for 29 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 
spelling and terminology.

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Friday 8 INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY - CWA Rooms - light lunch

APRIL

Saturday 6 DANCE THE DROUGHT AWAY - School of Arts - 6.00pm

Friday 18 CWA Street Stall

Saturday 27 MERRIWA RACES


