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The Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces committee 
would like to invite you to participate in the 
Festival of the Fleeces 2019 celebrates our 29th 
Festival, to be held on the long weekend - June 
7, 8 and 9.

Merriwa’s annual Festival of the Fleeces is 
celebrating 29 years since it commenced in 1990. 
Each year this event generates much needed 
funds for the Westpac Rescue Helicopter and 
the Merriwa and District Volunteer Rescue 
Squads.

Once again our Festival of the Fleeces is just 
around the corner. The theme for the 2019 
ROSTO Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces’ Parade 
is ‘”WOOLSTOCK”– so think colourful, bright, 
psychedelic colours, flower power, groovy 
baby, a bright and peaceful future within the 
community.

We are asking you to take this theme on board 
and deck out your windows and free office 
space in a way that reflects anything and 
everything “Woolstock”, from the farm to fashion 
and everything in between.

The festival will again be held throughout the 
main streets. Therefore, we really need your help 
to make Bettington Street come alive.

This year we are hoping for an outstanding 
competition and hope all the local business 
will go to town with our theme and get really 
creative. This year there will be two categories:

Category 1 – Shop Window Display 

Category 2 – Indoor Display

All displays are to be ready a week prior to the 
festival, being Friday May 31, 2018 ,

Windows and displays will be judged the week 
leading up to the festival, so that the winners 
can display their awards and let the community 
know who won.

Peta Luke

Name:

Display Location: 

Category (please circle): Window / Indoor

Display title:

Business contact:   

Tel:.

Email address:
The Winners will also be announced at the Festival Opening Night on the Friday June 7, 
2019, so be sure to purchase a ticket and join us for a colourful night.

The winners will be published in the Merriwa Ringer and through our social media channels.

Please return this entry form to Peta Luke at Merriwa Visitors information Centre or email by 
May 30, 2019 to be eligible to win the competition.

Thank you for participating and Supporting the Merriwa ROSTO Festival of the Fleeces 2019

Window Display Competition Entry Form
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Merriwa Central 
School

Primary
NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORYTIME

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held 
annually by the Australian Library and Information 
Association (ALIA). Every year a picture book, 
written and illustrated by an Australian author 
and illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, 
schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family 
homes, bookshops and many other places 
around the country. Now in its 19th successful 
year, it is a colourful, vibrant, fun event that aims 
to promote the value of reading and literacy, 
using an Australian children’s book that explores 
age-appropriate themes, and addresses key 
learning areas. This Year’s Book is, ‘Alpacas with 
Maracas’ by Matt Cosgrove. Students enjoyed 
learning about the adventures of two alpacas, 
Macca and Al, who decide to enter a talent 
show. All students in Kinder-Year 6 at Merriwa 
Central School participated on Wednesday 
May 22 at 11.00am by reading this wonderful 
book in their classes. 

If you are unable to make it to the eisteddfod, 
our entire choir, including our kindergarten 
members, will also be performing at the next 
formal Primary assembly on Friday June 7. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to the following students for 
receiving Student of the Week Awards in Week 
3.

Kindergarten  Lily Douglas
Year 1   Blake Clarke
Year 2/3  Lilly Martin
Year 3/4  Maclaine Spinks
Year 4/5  Kayden Adams
Year 5/6  Chevy McIlroy
Library   Noah Adams

CLASS OF THE WEEK

Well done to Year 3/4 for being awarded as the 
Class of the Week for Week 3! Year 3/4 have 
been spotted wearing their school hats to school 
every day during Week 3. Thomas and Torah 
were thrilled to accept the award on behalf of 
their class. Great effort, Year 3/4!

Courtney Martin
Library Teacher

UPPER HUNTER CHOIR EISTEDDFOD

Our primary choir (students in Years 1-6) will be 
performing at the Muswellbrook Eisteddfod next 
Thursday May 30 at St James Primary School in 
Muswellbrook. We have a wonderful group of 
singers competing this year and they’ve been 
rehearsing very hard in preparation. 

Family and friends are welcome and 
encouraged to attend, the kids would love your 
support! 

Entry is $3.00 for adults and Under 18’s are free.  
Our students are scheduled to perform between 
11.00am and 1.00pm.  
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BRONZE AWARDS

Well done to our Bronze Award recipients:

Alfred Chance, Holly Martin, Hazel Chin, Tiarnee 
Dening, Matilda Googe, Darcy Clark, Fredrick 
Myers and Isabella Campbell.

Emma Garbellini
Relieving Assistant Principal

SILVER AWARD

Congratulations to 
Sharlotte Oldham for 
receiving her Silver 
Award. Keep up the 
great work!

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
RECORD BREAKERS

At our recent Athletics 
Carnival we had 
a number of track 
and field event 
records broken. 

Congratulations to our record breakers for their 
tremendous efforts on the day!

• Paige Carrall
• Toby Mead
• Kayden Adams
• Noah Adams
• Hallie Milgate

GRIP LEADERSHIP

On Monday, a group of student leaders from 
Year 6 travelled to Dubbo to participate in the 
GRIP Leadership Conference. It was terrific to 
share the day with the school captains from 
Cassilis Public School, Sophie and Dylan.

Lily, Annabelle, Makaylah, Makayla and Neveah 
represented MCS very proudly and made many 
new friends amongst the 540 girls and boys from 
46 other schools in Western Districts.

The girls participated in 5 leadership sessions with 
the over-riding goal to recognise that leadership 
is about people, not position or power. They 
learned about the 4 character traits of a leader, 
and reflected on how they could make a 
difference back at MCS.

“The day taught me that it’s my responsibility to 
be the best I can to other people.” – Makayla 
Mobberley

“Confidence and being humble can go 
together.” – Annabelle Orton

“Our school can 
have its own spirit.” 
– Makaylah Coles

“I can be a good 
leader just by 
listening more.” – 
Lily Swan

“You don’t have 
to be a loud 
person to be a 
great leader.” – 
Neveah Fetoai
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Secondary

DRINK BOTTLES

It has come to the attention of staff that some 
children are bringing soft drinks and cordial to 
school each day in their water bottles. Parents 
are asked to ensure that water bottles contain 
only water, to ensure that healthy habits are 
encouraged during the school day. We also ask 
that no cans of soft drink are sent in lunchboxes, 
as we continue to encourage healthy eating 
and healthy choices every day.

LIFE EDUCATION VAN

We are very excited to be welcoming the Life 
Education Van back to our school for three days, 
commencing on Wednesday, 19th June, 2019. 
This year, the van is offering some exciting new 
programs as well as some mysterious additions to 
the van – watch this space for further information. 

DENTAL VAN VISIT

Please note  that, due to mechanical issues, the 
visit from the dental van has been postponed 
until further notice. All forms will still be forwarded 
to the administrative staff for processing and we 
look forward to receiving a replacement week 
very soon. If you have not returned your child’s 
forms ye, please do so as soon as possible.

Kate Jones
Assistant Principal

Term 2 is always a busy time of the year, with 
lots going on in every classroom and around the 
school. 

Last week, Year 7 and 9 students sat their NAPLAN 
tests, this is an excellent opportunity for students 
to benchmark themselves against others across 
the country and show what they can achieve. 
Well done to all those students who participated 
to the best of their ability and gave these tests a 
red hot crack.

This week, Mr Buchan and his merry band of 
chess minions travelled to Newcastle to take on 
the region’s most competent chess…players. 
With the amount of preparation they have had, 
I’m sure they have held their own. 

Already this term we have held our Athletics 
Carnival. Despite being a wet affair a good 
number of students elected to attend the Zone 
Athletics Carnival. This is another awesome 
opportunity for our students to put themselves 
against other students in the area. Hunter Marsh 
was successful on the day, winning the 100m, 
200m and 400m races in his age group (15 boys) 
and smashing the zone long jump record. Olivia 
McLean performed outstandingly taking first 
place in the girls 16 years shotput and discuss. 
Well done to all those who attended.

Next Friday, May 31 James Taylor Stacey and 
Hunter Marsh are off to regional cross country at 
Cessnock. Good luck, boys. 

Later in the term, we have a mini muddies event 
for our keen runners and the Open’s and Under 
14 boys will be playing rugby league in the 
Central Schools competition in Dubbo.

With all of this going on it can be easy for some 
students to forget about what is happening 
in the classroom. Remember that all students 
received the assessment booklet that outlines 
the due dates of tasks at the beginning of the 
year. Prepare well for tasks well ahead of time to 
reduce stress and poor performance. If you fail 
to plan, then plan to fail.

Chad Grant
Relieving English Head Teacher
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FAVOURITE SUBJECT:   English and Mathematics  
BEST PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT: Being chosen and attending a 
leadership summit in Adelaide which was sponsored by Where There’s A 
Will
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: Touch football and campdrafting
YEAR ADVISORS COMMENT:  Sarah is a friendly and engaged 
member of the school community. She always gives her very best when 
participating in classroom activities, often scoring top marks in her 
assessment tasks. She is a dedicated and motivated student and sets 
a positive example for others in her year group and the wider school 
community.  She leads her year group with distinction as an active 
member of the SRC. Sarah sets the standard high for herself and she is a 
well-deserved recipient of Student of the Week. Keep up the great work, 
Sarah.

  Patrick Lomax - Year Advisor

Sarah Nairne
Year 11

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

INTERNATIONAL POETRY WRITING COMPETITION 
SCHOOL ENTRIES CLOSE AUGUST 2

An annual poetry writing competition widely 
promoted to schools, libraries and the general 
community, this competition attracts local, 
interstate and global entries. 

https://www.ipswichpoetryfeast.com.au/2019-
school-age-form/

THE QUEEN’S COMMONWEALTH ESSAY 
COMPETITION CLOSES JUNE 1

The Competition is an opportunity for all 
young Commonwealth citizens and residents, 
regardless of region, education or background, 
to share ideas, celebrate their story and have 
their voice heard - all whilst developing key skills. 
For 2019, we want to hear from more young 
people across the Commonwealth, all stories 
and voices are important.   https://competitions.
thercs.org/home

MATHS IN WORK

This page offers a collection of videos illustrating 
how mathematics is used on a day-to-day basis 
in a variety of jobs.

http://www.mathscareers.org.uk/video/maths-
in-work/

SPACE SQUAD: JULY 8 TO 12

191 Dryandra Street Canberra

The YMCA Canberra Space Squad is Australia’s 
only live-in camp program for students in Years 
6-9 who love space!

It is an action-packed school holiday space 
experience that you won’t want to miss.

CAREER NEWS

ACTING SCHOOL TOURS - INTERNATIONAL 
SCREEN ACADEMY 

International Screen Academy – The screen 
actors’ home. We invite students and parents to 
register for a personal tour of our purpose built, 
state of the art Sydney studio. This allows you to 
have your questions answered and to explore 
the student experience possible for you at ISA. 
If you are interested in visiting us at Waterloo 
Studios please email: ruth.tobin@isasydney.edu.
au.

ANNUAL DESIGN TREND  TALK - ISCD EVENT: JUNE 
25 - 6.00PM TO 9.00PM

Every year iscd put together a talk on the latest 
trends impacting the design industry here in 
Australia. This year iscd present three guest 
speakers, celebrity interior designer James 
Treble, renovation expert Naomi Findlay and 
national paint company, Haymes Paint. Each 
speaker inspiring us with the latest in Australian 
market in both products and designer thinking.

https://www.iscd.edu.au/annual-design-trend-
night

JOHN MARSDEN AND HACHETTE AUSTRALIA PRIZE 
FOR YOUNG WRITERS CLOSES JUNE 30

This award is open to Australian secondary 
school students across the nation. The prize 
recognises excellence in three creative writing 
categories: fiction, nonfiction and poetry. Prize 
winners received a $500 cash prize and a book 
pack. http://expressmedia.org.au/programs/
john-marsden-prize/
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For five days, we learn all about space, meeting 
scientists, engineers, physicists, astronomers and 
astrophysicists.

We’ll visit and experience the Advanced 
Instrument and Technology Centre (AITC) and 
touch satellites, look at dwarf galaxies orbiting 
around Centaurs A, hear about how stars 
collide as well as visiting NASA deep space 
communications complex and Questacon and 
launching rockets and flying drones.

https://www.scienceweek.net.au/ymca-
canberra-space-squad-2/?search-location-
code=&search-location-lat=&search-location-
lng=&search-location-name=&search-location-
type=&search- locat ion=&search-date-
start=Today&search-date-end=All+dates&te
xt=&audience=Kids&search-topic=&search-
events-count=12&search-online-count=1

AIQS YEAR 12 SCHOLARSHIPS - UP TO $5000.00 

Australian Institute of Quantity Surveyors (AIQS) 
offers a number of scholarships each year for 
Year 12 students who qualify for entry into a 
Quantity Surveying, Construction Economics, 
Construction Management (Economics) or 
other appropriate course at an AIQS accredited 
university in Australia. Applications are now open 
for 2019. More Information:  https://bit.ly/2Lz1YIb

ADVICE FOR CHOOSING HSC COURSES FROM 
NSW EDUCATION STANDARDS AUTHORITY

Your aim is to attain the best HSC result you can. 
So, you should choose courses that you are good 
at, interested in and may use in the future. When 
considering which courses to study, explore the 
content of a course. For example, what are the 

FAVOURITE SUBJECT:  Metalwork because I prefer hands-on   
    work 
BEST PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT: Achieving great marks in my HSC – so 
far
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:  Working and studying

YEAR ADVISOR COMMENT: Chelsea is a friendly and engaged member of 
the school community. She always gives her very best when participating 
in classroom activities, often scoring top marks in her assessment tasks. 
She is a dedicated and motivated HSC student and sets a positive 
example for others in her year group and the wider school community. 
Chelsea sets the standard high for herself and she is a well-deserved 
recipient of Student of the Week. Keep up the great work, Cheslea.

  Patrick Lomax - Year Advisor

Chelsea 
Borradaile

Year 12

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

course outcomes? Will you be required to submit 
a major work, or perform, as part of your exams? 
Talk with your teachers about your strengths 
and weaknesses, as well as individual course 
requirements, before making your selections.

http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/
portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/subject-selection

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor

Keirra Hourn
Publicity Officer

P AND C

Primary canteen helpers needed urgently! 
Our amazing Jill in the primary canteen needs 
help on a Monday if you are available. Even if 
it’s only one day a term it could make a huge 
difference! Without volunteers there would 
be no canteen. If you can help out please 
get in touch.

A big shout out to all involved in the Mother’s 
Day Stall last week. It was a tremendous effort, 
with so many beautiful gifts for the children to 
choose from with cards and gift wrapping to 
top it off! 

Thank you to everyone who made donations 
and to our amazing volunteers. We hope 
everyone loved their hand picked gifts. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 
June 4 at 6.30pm at the Merriwa RSL Club.



Merriwa RingerPage 8

Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre
WELL WELL WELL

What a whirlwind of a return to the term. The 
school readiness night was a really nice evening 
for the families of those going off to school next 
year. We would like to acknowledge Adam 
Glascock from Newcastle Podiatry who gave 
up his time and knowledge so generously. 

Thank you also to the local primary schools for 
your attendance as well. I have come to look 
forward to these evenings and presentations 
and hope you all had an enjoyable time. 

Thank you to Christine for handling the kitchen 
and making life easy for me. 

The sunny afternoons have been beaconing 
us outdoors for long play times and we have 
commenced our physical observations on the 
children for 2019. They have been reworked 
to reflect physical milestones according to our 
learning framework and I have been adding 
little photos to capture development in some 
areas. This all ties in with a term of wellbeing. 

We have been investigating healthy foods and 
took a little trip to the Merriwa IGA yesterday. 
We found a papaya and capsicums that looked 
like a set of traffic lights. We enjoyed a taste test, 
kindly provided by Clint. We took a look at frozen 
vegetables and cans of vegetables and fruits. 

Sadly, the canned fruits were on the same isle 
as the lollies so that was the end of that. We 
stormed the checkout with a heavy bag of fruit 
to make a fruit salad which was enjoyed by 
many of the children, especially Callum, going 
back for three serves. 

Don’t forget to keep an eye out on the 
SkoolBag app this term, we are with the SWAP 
IT programme from New England Health. It is 
a term of weekly messages and resources all 
about healthy eating and how some foods can 
just be swapped from one thing to another, 
in many cases, it is not omitting foods but just 
changing them over to a healthier alternative. 
Easy! 

Staff are not missing out either as we join the 
elearning program, Munch and Move. We will 
have access to the forum moderated by the 
Early Childhood Training and Resource Centre 

and have new information about the six key 
messages and how to more effectively embed 
them throughout our practice. 

I am off to the Healthy Eating and Active 
Play Conference in Tamworth and will join 
other service leaders there to support the 
implementation of this learning with lots of 
practical tips. Visible wellbeing is almost off the 
ground with an overview of the programme 
coming up next week in Aberdeen. I am 
hopeful we will soon have a facilitator to take 
us through this training so we can be supported 
in promoting our children’s mental health and 
character building.

We are collecting non-perishable food items 
for Upper Hunter Homeless Support and it has 
sparked quite a few conversations with the 
children about homelessness. Please contribute 
to this collection with canned goods, school 
snacks, toiletries and the like. Why not make life 
a little easier for a family during a tough time. It 
would be greatly appreciated.

I will soon be on leave until the June 10. I will 
see you after the long weekend. If you have 
any questions please see the board near the 
front gate each day to see which of our staff 
is on Day-to-Day charge of the service. If there 
is anything pressing please see Emma who will 
pass your information on to me.

Leah Folpp
Director

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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UPPER HUNTER EISTEDDFOD

Our energetic and hard-working Infants Class 
have been busily preparing and practising for 
the Upper Hunter Eisteddfod, to be held on June 
3, at St James’ Muswellbrook. We appreciate all 
the dedication and preparation put in by our 
teachers, Mrs Kerr, Mrs Hagley and Mrs Smede. 
After having been in the class a few times, it will 
be an absolute delight to see how our Infants go 
in the school’s first Eisteddfod for a long while.

MIDDLE SCHOOLS DAY

On May 28, students in Years 5 and 7 will be 
attending the annual Middle Schools Day at St 
Joseph’s Aberdeen. This is a great chance for 
all students and parents to be presented with 
the opportunity to see, first hand, the Secondary 
Catholic education alternative, which is 
presented in the Upper Hunter. Parents should 
have received notes in the mail related to this 
and are encouraged to send these back directly 
to St Joseph’s. Even if you are not intending on 
sending your child to St Joseph’s Aberdeen 
in either 2020, or 2021, we highly recommend 
taking the opportunity to attend the parent 
information session.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 

As part of the St Joseph’s School Improvement 
Plan (SIP), staff have been working diligently in 
the NAPLAN Online Writing Training course. The 
purpose of this course is not to teach to NAPLAN 
or to make children better at sitting writing 
tests, it is to allow for a consistent approach to 
the marking of writing, in order to observe the 
strengths and weaknesses in our teaching of 
writing through valid, consistent data and to 
allow for more targeted and relevant teaching 
approaches to areas of weakness in writing. This 
will be occurring during Term Two.

As part of my own Professional Learning and 
Development as a Beginning Principal, I will 
be absent from school on May 28-30, due to 
a Leadership Development Training Course in 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Another huge fortnight within the grounds of St 
Joseph’s Merriwa! 

Well done to all of the students in Years 3 and 
5 who recently completed NAPLAN assessments 
last week. There were some minor issues with 
technology, as reported in the news recently, 
but I believe we were lucky and managed to 
complete the assessments without too many 
issues.

MOTHER’S DAY A HUGE SUCCESS

Last Friday’s Mother’s Day Breakfast was 
unbelievable! I was astounded by the many 
families, parents and grandparents who were 
in attendance and for the excellent sense of 
community displayed. Students and families 
then enjoyed a Liturgy, conducted by Miss 
Houlahan. It was a great touch to have all of our 
families displayed on a PowerPoint presentation 
with two wonderful and appropriate songs. The 
second one, I know, made many people laugh! 

Thank you to Year 6 families and students for 
their service to our community in this event.

The activities held in all of the classrooms were 
another excellent example of the dedication, 
hard work and initiative of the St Joseph’s 
Merriwa staff. There were many parents who 
stayed back to participate in these, which was 
very pleasing to see. Thank you to our amazing 
staff for their preparation and we hope that the 
mothers enjoyed their treats on Mother’s Day!

St Joseph’s 
Primary School
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Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 

Newcastle. Mrs Peebles will also be completing 
this course, in a different cohort, during July. 
This course aims to hone in my skills, traits and 
obligations as a leader and is the second year 
of a three year course. I will aim to share my 
learnings with the school community in the near 
future.

CIRCLES OF SECURITY PARENTING PROGRAM

At times ALL parents feel lost or without a clue 
about what our child might need from us.  

Imagine what it might feel like if you were able to 
make sense of what your child was really asking 
from you. The Circle of Security® Parenting™ 
program is based on decades of research about 
how secure parent-child relationships can be 
supported and strengthened.

Parents will learn to: 

• Understand your child’s emotional world by 
learning to read the emotional needs

• Support your child’s ability to successfully 
manage emotions

• Enhance the development of your child’s 
self esteem

• Honour your innate wisdom and desire for 
your child to be secure

St Joseph’s is hosting a FREE Circles of Security 
program, in conjunction with the Upper Hunter 
Shire Council Family Services, commencing 
Tuesdays from 2-3 pm. This is a great opportunity 
to learn something new, not have to pay any 
expense for it and be on time for pick up! Text 
Vanessa on 0447 610 915  to reserve your place.

FACEBOOK

This year has seen an increase in the promotion 
of the great aspects of St Joseph’s through our 
Facebook page. If you have any feedback, 
please email the school and let us know!

Here is the link: https://www.facebook.com/
stjosephsmerriwa/

Mr Ashley Borg
Principal

ashley.borg@mn.catholic.edu.au

DATES FOR THE DIARY

May 22 – National Simultaneous Story Time

May 24 – Athletics Carnival

May 28 - Middle Schools Day St Joseph’s 
Aberdeen (Stage 3)

June 1 – Students Sacramental Program

June 3 – Infants Class performing at Upper Hunter 
Eisteddfod, St James’ Muswellbrook

June 4 – Regional Debating Competition 
Singleton.

ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2020 are now open!  
If you are considering St Joseph’s for your child’s 
education or you’re interested in finding out more 
about our great little school, please contact us 
on 6548 2035 or visit our website: www.merriwa.
catholic.edu.au for an enrolment package.

AWARDS

Congratulations to this week’s award winners:

Kindergarten  - Lily Schmidt – for her demonstration 
of quick and accurate subtraction skills

Stage 1  - Lilly Towell – for her creative ideas and 
excellent presentation of work in Bounce Back

Stage 2 - Archie Constable – for demonstrating 
a thorough understanding about the different 
parts of Confirmation

Lula Peebles – for her outstanding persuasive 
writing piece about homework and for her 
excellent results in Maths

Stage 3 - William Luke - for great skills and his 
willingness to share these with classmates during 
Visual Arts using digital technologies 

Peter Hagley - for his commitment to improving 
writing skills and his enthusiastic participation in 
drama activities

Principal’s Awards  - Aidan Hunt – demonstrating 
bravery, courage and resilience during NAPLAN

Jye Bates – his efforts during History tasks

Lily Schmidt – an excellent effort with “Past, 
Present and Future”.
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

task and worked hard. Gordie showed increasing 
mature behaviour in the playground making 
safer choices. During his independent learning 
time, his reading 

over the five days Gordie was seen and heard 
encouraging students around him and using 
helpful and kind talk. 

At the Mothers’ and Special Ladies’ Day 
breakfast and activity morning, he was an 
enthusiastic chef in the kitchen and sensibly 
completed activities which he was asked to do. 
Gordie enjoyed making his wind chimes and 
tea towel and concentrated well to get them 
completed. 

Congratulations Gordie on your efforts and 
achievements. You should feel very proud of 
yourself.  

WE HAVE VERY SPECIAL LADIES IN OUR LIVES

Our students showed their love last Monday 
for the special ladies in their lives by cooking 
breakfast and sharing some craft. Thank you to 
everyone who was able to join us for our special 
morning. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK – 
GORDIE ANDERSON

Gordie has received 
the award for this 
week because of his 
impressive positive 
attitude, mindset and 
application to his 
learning. 

He attempted every 

WHAT WAS YOUR FAVOURITE PART OF THE 
MORNING?
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Ben - My favourite part was making the breakfast 
wrap. It was nice that nan and mum could come 
and help me and my friends with the activities. 

Gordie - It was fun making the dingle wind 
chimes and having mum and nan come. 

Dylan – I enjoyed making the tea towels because 
it has been a while since I had done tie dying. It 
was nice to have nan join me. 

Sophie - I liked tie dying the tea towels and I’m 
excited to see how they turn out after we wash 
them. Both mum and nan came for the morning 
which was lovely.

Skylah - “I liked having pancakes with mum and 
nan and I got to use paint to make a tea towel.” 

Johnathan - “It was nice to make mum breakfast 
and she said it was yummy. I made a tea towel 
for her present.” 

Tia - “I am going to give mum the wind chimes 
that I made. Gran and mum liked the breakfast.” 

Dridan - “I got to cook scrambled eggs which 
mum liked. I made a key holder for her.” 

Paul - “The tea towel I made is for mum when she 
cooks. My mum and nan came to the breakfast 
and they had nice pancakes and wraps. They 
both finished their plates.”

CONNECTED - A PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
CONFERENCE FOR PRINCIPALS 

In this very important job of education, our 
school leader, Mrs Burgess has had an incredibly 
powerful two days of professional learning last 
week.

The conference featured world-class speakers 
including:

• Professor Pasi Sahlberg, a Finnish educator 
who is now working at the Gonski Institute for 
Education in Sydney

• Emeritus Professor Thomas Guskey, from the 
University of Kentucky

• Ann McIntyre, an experienced educator in 
NSW public education

Pasi suggested that Australia has the best 
education in the world…for some children. He 
asked the question of how to solve the problem 
so all children can access it. 

Pasi spoke passionately about equity in education 
and the importance of providing everything that 
a student needs in order to achieve success. This 
will look different for different students. 

One of his Master classes (a smaller session which 
Principals could choose to attend) focused on 
the topic of ‘Let the children play’. In Finland 
students have hourly breaks in their classroom 
learning to ensure that children and adults have 
the opportunity to have ‘unstructured’ play. For 
their lunch break, all students in Finland sit down 
together to a healthy lunch provided by the 
school. Pasi said that if he was King of Australia 
for one day and could change one thing about 
our education system, the change would be for 
all students to have a healthy lunch together 
sitting at tables. The benefits would not only 
be better nutrition and food for their brains but 
also the culture of sitting and learning to have a 
conversation. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR CASSILIS? 

This information will be used to focus conversations 
with our students, staff and families about is there 
a better practice for how and when children 
and adults play at our school and can they eat 
a healthier lunch as a group. 

Katie Burgess
Teaching Principal
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Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

REFLECTION EASTER 6 - JOHN 14:23-29

The last discourse of John’s Gospel brings the 
disciples face to face with the reality of Jesus’ 
absence.  He is returning to the Father and will 
no longer be a physical presence with them.  
Jesus speaks of his going and he promises that 
he will return and will continue to be a presence 
in their midst with the Father and the Spirit.

While these words are mysterious, it is important 
to remember that they were written around sixty 
years after the death of Jesus.  The continued 
existence of the community testifies that 
Jesus promise has become a reality.  This is a 
community of believers who no longer have the 
historical Jesus with them and yet they continue 
to experience his risen presence.  A generation 
who lived without ever knowing the historical 
Jesus know through their experience that God 
is still with them.

The Holy Spirit is called the Paraclete, a word 
that has its background in legal proceedings 
and is sometimes translated as Advocate 
or Counsellor.  The Spirit is God on our side as 
we face the trials and troubles of our times.  
The Johannine community were struggling to 
develop their identity as they made a break 
from Judaism.  They also had to deal with Rome 
and its attitudes to new sects.

Those who live by the Gospel today are promised 
that God’s Spirit is on our side as we confront a 
society whose values often contradict those of 
the Gospel.  With this sure promise, the believer 
can experience Jesus’ gift of peace. (From 
“Sundays Under the Southern Cross” by Mary 
Coloe PBVM)

Love and blessings, Rev’d Pat

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

• Fridays and Sundays at 10.00am – Eucharist 
at Holy Trinity

• Sunday June 2 - 10.00am – Bishop Peter will 
be with us for confirmation at Holy Trinity

• Thursday June 6 - Anglican Guild meet 
2.00pm in the Parish Hall 

• Saturday June 8 - Festival of the Fleeces.  
Women’s Guild will be doing morning tea/
lunch in the hall with the quilts        

ONCE AGAIN - RAISE YOUR GLASSES!

We have given several reports on the RECYCLE 
FOR SIGHT program in which Merriwa Rotary has 
been involved for the last few years. If it were 
not such a good story, it would be starting to get 
monotonous 

Here we go again.....

Our club has just packed up another carton 
of old glasses (no longer needed) donated 
by the people of Merriwa/Cassilis. I would 
conservatively estimate the value to be at least 
ten thousand dollars. Once again, these glasses 
will be graded by optometrists before dispatch 
to countries where they are given to people who 
would not be able to afford them otherwise.

In dollar terms, this is an extremely valuable 
project.... Our thanks to all who have donated.

The next box is filling. Anyone with glasses for 
which they have no further use, can leave them 
at Merriwa Pharmacy.

Merriwa Rotary

• Women’s Guild first Thursday each month at 
2.00pm in the Parish Hall

• Messy Church - Friday May 31 - 3.30pm at 
Holy Trinity Parish Hall.

Rev’d Pat Kirkby

 Mark Smith
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Parade Entry Form
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Merriwa Country Association

forward to the next cooking day.  Has anyone 
have any special things that they wish us to try?  
Please let me know.

EVENTS COMING UP

International Day:

When:  Tuesday May 28, 2019

Where:  Merriwa CWA Rooms,  159    
  Bettington St,  Merriwa

Time:   10.30am for 11.00am Start

Cost:    $15.00 per person

Come one and all, it’s not too late to book.  We 
would like you to book in so that noone goes 
without food.

Festival of the Fleeces - Saturday:

We will have our doors opened for the Saturday 
of the Festival. We will have soup, curries, cakes, 
slices, scones (of course), coffee and tea.  Come 
in and say hello, grab something to eat or drink.

We are also having a kid’s craft stall out the 
side of the CWA rooms for the kids to do some 
craft (at about $2.00 per craft) as well as an old 
fashion lucky dip.  So I hope everyone will come 
and join us.

We also hope to have a busker to entertain us 
on the day.

Festival of the Fleeces - Sunday:

We will be having our Bush Poet’s Breakfast.  We 
will be having our bacon and egg or sausage 
and egg sandwiches with tea and coffee.  Cost 
for breakfast is $5.00. Entry will be another $5.00. 
Starting at 8.00am until about 11.00am.

Come and enjoy an entertaining morning and 
even give the poetry a go.  Please remember 
to put your entry in by June 1. Prizes to be won.

Hope to see you all there.

OUR NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is Monday June 3 at 10.00am 
at the CWA Rooms, 159 Bettington Street, 
Merriwa. New members are always welcome. 

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

The Kids Cooking went very well over the 
school holidays, lots of yummy biscuits 
were cooked and eaten.  Looking 

Enquiries to: Penelope Fenley on 6548 3060 or  
Kim Clydsdale on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

The CWA Rooms are available for hire at very 
reasonable rates by contacting Kim Clydsdale 
on 6548 2558 or 0421 910 658.

Kim Clydsdale

The Auto-Immune Resource and Research 
Centre will be holding an Education Day at the 
Merriwa CWA rooms on October 10, 2019.  More 
information soon 

Leanne Hook

Auto-Immune Resource and 
Research

STREET STALL

When:  Friday May 24

Merriwa Red Cross will be soon holding a street 
stall to raise much needed funds. We will have 
a raffle and a 100 club drawn on the day of 
the stall. There will be lots of delicious goodies 
to buy at the stall and if possible we would ask 
for your support to help us help those who are 
less fortunate. All contributions will be gratefully 
appreciated.

Cheree Walmsley

Red Cross

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.

GAME DAYS FOR 2019

• Tuesday July 2 with visitors from Coolah, 
Denman  and Cassilis

• Tuesday September 17 with visitors from 
Muswellbrook.

More details on these home days later.

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens
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Community Notice Board
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Date:  Saturday July 20

The Anglican Parish Merriwa would like to Claim 
the Date for Christmas in July luncheon.

Date:  Tuesday November 5

The Anglican Parish Merriwa would like to Claim 
the Date for Tuesday November  5 - Melbourne 
Cup Celebration.

Jenny Finnie

Claim the Dates

CELEBRATES 110 YEARS

Bring the family and enjoy the fun filled 
excitement of our home town show.  

WHEN:  September Friday 20, Saturday 21  
  and Sunday 22, 2019

Lots of entertainment to keep everyone 
entertained.  These include:

• Beauhatch Band (local band)
• Wideland challenge
• Fireworks
• Chainsaw art 
• Fence post splitting competition
• Steak Cook Off
• Stud Cattle section
• Speed Shear Competition
• Horses events including Campdraft and 

Showjumping 

Further information please contact the Secretary,  
Mrs Marie Scott 0498 378 500.

Marie Scott

Merriwa Springtime Show

opportunity to express your love of poetry. 
We have three categories this year Children, 
Local and Open each with two types, either 
your own written work or previously written 
works by someone else. The works can be 
serious, humorous, yarn spinning or anything 
else that takes your fancy. Please take into 
consideration tour choices and how they 
may affect other people. Any performance 
deemed inappropriate will be asked to cease 
immediately.

The morning starts at 9.00am at the Merriwa CWA 
hall, with a breakfast available from 8.00am.

Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces
BUSH POETS BREAKFAST

The Bush Poets Breakfast is a great 

PRIZE MONEY

The total about of Prize money for this event is 
$500.00

Children  Original  $60.00
Children  Pre written  $40.00
Local   Original  $120.00
Local   Pre Written  $80.00
Open   Original  $120.00
Open   Pre Written  $80.00

ENTRY FEES

The competition is free to enter.

Closing date for entries is June 1, 2019.

Peta Luke The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.
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Community Notice Board
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Gummun Place invites the community to the 
following FREE events in May:

May 30 - Mosaicking Workshops - 10.00 to 
12.00noon, 1.00pm to 3.00pm - Create your own 
mosaic masterpiece! Places are limited to ten, 
so make sure you book.

This is a jointly funded project supported by 
Upper Hunter Shire Council and the Merriwa 
Tourism and Welcoming Centre.

May 22 - Waltz Back in Time - 10.00am to 
12.00noon - Take a trip down memory lane as 
we flick through old photos and memories of 
Merriwa over morning tea. All welcome!

May 23 -  Twilight Bingo - 3.00-5.00pm. More 
information to follow in coming weeks.

To book your workshop place or find out more 
email Hostel Activities Officer Julie Wilton on 
JWilton2@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au or call 6521 
7010. 

Julie Wilton

Gummun Place Hostel

generous support and donations towards our 
Street Stall held on May 10. Meals on Wheels 
recommencing has been well supported by 
volunteers delivering the meals and having a 
chat, Merriwa MPS providing the elderly with 
home cooked meals. The result was amazing 
$1122.00. 

Deirdre Peebles

Merriwa and District Meals on 

 A belated but none the less sincere 
thank you to our community for your 

Wheels

BURN NOTIFICATIONS

All Burn Notifications can be reported via the 
1300 611 400  (NSW Rural Fire Service Permit 
Line) – minimum 24hrs notice to be given to the 
neighbours and the reporting line.

Karin Brazier

NSW Rural Fire Service

As a result of the above Club not able to obtain 
a Committee this year, Merriwa View Club will 
no longer meet.

I would like to thank all members who attended 
our dinners, for their support and participation 
over the years. Merriwa VIEW Club raised 
approximately $26,000 for the Smith Family over 
the 26 years it operated.

However, a new and exciting women’s group 
has started in Merriwa (details in last week’s 
Ringer) and will meet each month.  I have met 
with some of the ladies associated with this 
group and a night out with them would be full of 
laughter and friendship.

Hope to see you there.

Julie Smith

Merriwa VIEW Club

FOR ALL YOUR MEDICAL NEEDS

Dr Emad, Sharee and staff would like to THANK 
Adele Fear for the very generous donation of 
clinical resource books that are paramount in 
treating patients.

Dr Emad Jasem

Merriwa Surgery

POSITION VACANT
FULL TIME POSITION FOR QUALIFIED 

MECHANIC OR APPRENTICE MECHANIC

Busy local Family Business, requires mechanic 
to start ASAP

Duties include all aspects of the automotive 
trade from small engines to motor vehicles 

including 4wd’s.

Written application with resume to:
Merriwa Tyre and Service Centre

141 Bettington St
Merriwa NSW 2329

Closing Date: June 7,  2019
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• Looking back at our favourite stories over 
three decades

• Top 30; from producers and artisans to tour 
operators and pilots, meet 30 people making 
a big difference in rural Australia

• My country childhood features our first 
female Foreign Minister Julie Bishop on the 
family farm

• Changing direction; this progressive grazier 
from NSW is no longer working the land, he is 
working with it.

INSTYLE AUSTRALIA

• Rose Byrne; comedy’s queen of cool talks 
about feminism and taking back control

• Celebrating women of style, the innovators 
and rule breakers. Meet our remarkable 
future shapers challenging norms and 
creating a brighter future.

• Work it like a beauty boss; 5 industry all-stars 
share tips from the top

• Miranda Tapsell; a spirited storyteller shining 
the spotlight on untold narratives

AUSTRALIAN HOUSE AND GARDEN

• Think big; how to create more breathing 
space

• Warm welcome; easy steps to a feel good 

Business 
Merriwa Newsagency

N
ew

s AUSTRALIAN HARPER’S BAZAAR

• Virtual Valets; the future of virtual hired help 
and can it deliver an easy life?

• Bougie Wonderland; why bourgeois chic is 
on the money

• Trends; pretty in plaid, remixed denim, 
megawatt minis and plush quilting new 
season pieces.

CAMPER TRAILER AUSTRALIA

• Into the desert, journey through the heart of 
Australia

• The Great Australian Bight in all it’s glory

• Australia’s best campers tested

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT

A good friend is the best therapist.

BEANIE BOO 

My name is Orson

I can’t fly but I can run, outlasting almost anyone. 
I am the biggest bird alive, my long legs and 
neck help me survive.

My birthday is April 7.

NEW IN STORE

COUNTRY STYLE (Anniversary Collectors’ 
Issue )

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 

and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

home

• 16 page 
b a t h r o o m 
design special

• 6 low cost 
room updates 
we love plus a 
buyer’s guide 
to carpet.
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’

 

 

 

 

Newcastle Entertainment Centre
Saturday 15 June

2pm & 7pm 
Friday 14 June

10:30am & 7pm

Tickets through Ticketek 4921 2121  
  www.starstruck.schools.nsw.gov.au 

On SaleNOW

Brand. Design. Web.
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Julie Llewelyn
Vice President: Hollie Hunt

Secretary: Talitha Sawley
Treasurer: Emma Douglas
Publicity Officer: Keirra 

Hourn

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph:  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

     20,21 & 22nd September!ccc

2019
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa Rugby 
League Football Club

President: Ben Robins
Vice President: Marc Previati

Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

0429 482 389

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
Paul Frampton

Contact - 0428 485 182

April 
27, 

2019

Visit www.
merriwaraceclub.com.au

 

 

 

 
Merriwa District 

Progress Association Inc 
SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 3rd Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm 
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000 

Or Beron on 6548 2245 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
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Crumbed calamari with chips and salad
Fish of the day with chips and salad

Pasta of the day
Chicken schnitzel burger and chips

Bangers and mash
Moroccan skewers with date-lime yoghurt chips 

and salad
Soup of the day (limited stock) 

Available Monday to Friday  

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $400.00 
was not won the number was 208, this week it 
jackpots to $420.00 and will be drawn between 
6.00 – 7.00pm.

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge, 7.00pm 
draw for $1060.00 was not won the number was 
448, this week it jackpots to $1080.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth $600.00 
was not won the number was 313, this week it 
jackpots to $650.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $140.00 
was not won the number was 687, this week it 
jackpots to $160.00.   LTPS/18/26042

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$650.00 was not won last week the number was 
112, this week it jackpots to $700.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

NEIL DIAMOND – TRIBUTE SHOW  - Saturday June 
1 - tickets on sale now $25.00. 

BIRTHDAY VOUCHERS each month are also 
available at the bar at the beginning of the 
month.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS FROM 6.00PM - $11.00 
Pizza’s and $6.00 Pints

THURSDAY NIGHTS – CHICKEN SCHNITZEL NIGHT - 
$12.50 – members only

SATURDAY NIGHTS – STEAK NIGHT - $12.50, OR 

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL MENU 

$12.00

order any meal off the A la carte menu and get 
one (1) kids meal for free – members only

SUNDAY NIGHTS – Roast night specials, regular 
size $18.00 Pensioner size $12.00. 

HAPPY HOUR

Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon

MEMBERS PRICES $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies

BISTRO HOURS – lunch 11.30am – 2.00pm, 
evening 5.30pm to 8.00pm.

Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager

What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS NOT WON AND 
IS NOW AT A.... a monolithic $3314.00! We also 
have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts vouchers to 
be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between 
7.00 - 7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR
 Monday - Friday      5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and 
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro 
and on Facebook for specials.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

The Royal has a 17 KV solar system with 80 panels 
for sale. Valued at $28,000.00. Must be removed 
from the hotel. At a cost of only $15,000.00 or 
best offer. Contact the hotel for enquiries on 
6548 2235.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel
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Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Wednesdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO

Wednesday nights 6.30pm. Tickets on sale 
from 6.00pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All 
welcome.

BOWLS

Casual Bowls available. 

GOLF

Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

RESTAURANT

Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm. 

Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon 
to 2.00pm. 

CHINESE SMORGASBORD
Sunday May 26

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228.

WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle - May 18
Saturday members draw, no 23 was not won – 
next week $140.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week 
$320.00

Dinner:   Sharon Tailby
Free Tickets:   Beatrice Voysey
Bowls Raffle:    Beatrice Voysey

Sunday May 19
Members draw, no 116 was won – next week 
$750.00.

Des Snelgrove

Merriwa Sports Club

Merriwa RLFC Club

going to be a tough game but it proved to be 
harder than we expected. We started well in 
the first half but it soon went down in the second 
half, with a few bad calls, making us frustrated 
which in the end mucks your whole game play 
up. We ended the game with an eight all draw.

Next weekend, we will play our regular game 
and get up over Murrurundi. 

Players Players: Elly and Mackenzie Blackadder

The boys had a great cheer squad, getting 
behind their every move and cheering on the 
players, individually. It feels great when the 
crowd gets behind you like that. Thanks to the 
random blokes and our awesome locals for 
supporting us. 

The boys played well and as a team, making 
their defence stood out and the attack came 
naturally. Well done boys. Great win over 
Singleton 24-6. 

Players Player: John Whitby

Our next game will be on Saturday May 25 at 
Murrurundi. League Tag at 2.00pm and Reserve 
Grade at 3.00pm. If you are able and free, come 
along and cheer on the men and women. 

We will be playing on the long weekend again 
this year, so add it to your calendar.

If you would like to know where and we play, 
add us on Facebook. Merriwa Magpies Reserve 
Grade and Ladies League Tag. 

Jessyca Morgan

N
ew

s Sporting
On Saturday, we had a home game 
against Singleton. 

 We went into the game knowing it was 

WOMEN’S BOWLS

Social Mixed Bowls is held on Wednesday’s at 
10.30am. New players are welcome, so come 
along and enjoy a great friendship and good 
bowling along with a lot of enjoyment. Bowls 
available at club.

Loretta Cooper
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Merriwa Touch Football Competition
 COMP RESULTS

Way back in march this year the MTFA held its 
grand final after being delayed a few days prior 
due to the heavens opening.

Our ladies grand final saw Frampo’s take on RSL 
Ladies.  These teams have been at the top of the 
competition ladder all year and it was always 
going to be a great game. When the final whistle 
blew Frampo’s took home the winners award.  

Our men’s competition had Denmen Devils 
and London Silly Nannies go head to head in 
a hard fought battle.  Both teams played hard 
and fast with fantastic defence. With the scores 
locked at full time, things stepped up a notch. 
After Denman Devils scored in their first set and 
London Silly Nannies unable to put points on the 
board in theirs Denman came out victorious. 

Congratulations to all the teams who participated 
this year.  Other award winners were.

LADIES ENCOURAGEMENT 

Montana Cronin and Zali Wallings

LADIES 321

• Under 14 Josie Porter 
• 14 Years and Under 18 Caitlin Porter 
• 18 Years and Under 25 Rachael Houlahan 
• Over 25 Ainsley Maben
• Overall highest 321 – Brooklyn Blackadder 

and Taylah Blackadder

MENS ENCOURAGEMENT

Jye Towell 

MENS 321

• Under 14 Thomas Hunt
• 14 Years and Under 18 Lachlan Walker
• 18 Years and Under 25 Jacob Medd
• Over 25 Nathan  Barry
• Overall highest 321 – Jeremy Nicholls 

Big thank you to our referees who travelled from 
Coolah and to everyone who has helped out 
throughout the season.

Thank you also to our President Tim and Treasurer 
Leanne for all your help – you both keep me 
sane.

Kellie Porter
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Merriwa Junior Rugby League 
Football Club

As we are almost half way through the season, 
please remind your children to be respectful 
and behave at training. We are all volunteers 
and training will become a chore if kids are 
playing up or not participating, sucking the fun 
right out of it. If you can see this happening, 
get out of your car and join in. The coaches will 
appreciate your help!

We have a home game this Friday night and 
Saturday. If you haven’t put your name down 
to help in either the canteen or with the set up/
pack up PLEASE do, we need all hands on deck 
to make the day run smoothly.

PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Merriwa Tyre and Service Centre Under 6 – 
Conner Mead

Russells Earthmoving Under 7 – Hudson Wallace

Morgan’s Maintenance Under 8 – Samuel 
Williams

Merriwa Engineering Under 9 – Rylan Neale
MERRIWA RSL GIRLS  LEAGUE TAG PLAYERS PLAYER

Under 12 – Isabella Blades-Garden

Under 16 – Izzy Neale

On Sunday, five Merriwa girls headed to Singleton 
to play in the first ever Group 21 JRL Girls League 
Tag Representative sides. Josie Porter, Brooklyn 
Blackadder and Madelaine Thrift were in the 

Under 14’s side, winning against Group 3, 20-4. 
Mackenzie Blackadder and Chloe Gillis made 
the Under 16’s team who defeated Group 3, 32-
4. 
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

This well established and maintained property is the ideal spot for the family to have plenty of space and run some cattle as well. The property is 140 
acres of quality grazing country and would carry approximately 40 head comfortably. There is a fully equipped bore feeding to a header tank and the 
troughs plus 3 stock dams. The fencing is in excellent condition with the 6 main paddocks all with water. Additional farm infrastructure includes a 
machinery shed, hay shed, workshop and cattle yards. The homestead is huge and presents in excellent condition throughout. There are 5 bedrooms, 
the main with an ensuite featuring a spa and sauna and a sitting room. The main bathroom has been fully renovated and there is a third toilet outside. 
The living areas are very spacious with a huge lounge with an open fire, a family room with a combustion fire and R/C air and another living/dining 
area off the kitchen. The kitchen features loads of cupboard and bench space, dishwasher and electric oven and cooktop. There is also a big storeroom 

128 Rifle Range Road, Merriwa      $225 000.00

Lot 35/1418 Cullingral Road, Merriwa  $680 000.00

Located on a flat 2.5 acre block, this property is ideal for someone with 
a couple of horses. The back paddock is flat and fully fenced. The house 
sits at the front of the block and is surrounded by beautiful shade trees 
and shrubs. The home consists of two large bedrooms, the main with 
built in robes and a ceiling fan. The living area is open plan and the 
kitchen presents in good condition with an electric stove. At the rear of 
the home is a covered entertainment area and there is plenty of room 
to do extensions. There are two carports, chicken coup, a cubby and 
town water. This is a well priced small acreage only five minutes to the 
main street. 

which could be used as a living area 
or converted to accommodation. 
Separate to the main home is a self 
contained Granny Flat overlooking 
the inground pool. The house yard 
is fully fenced with lovely shade 
trees. Only 15 minutes to town 
this property has had all the hard 
work done and is ready for your 
inspection

Both very convincing wins, congratulations 
girls we are very proud of you. They play 
next in the Hunter Cup, Denman July 13.

This week we are participating in SHOOSH for 
kids. This campaign is aimed at promoting 
positive on field and sideline behavior. ‘If 
you don’t have anything nice to say, then 
don’t say it’ 

Please be aware of your comments 
towards players, officials and volunteers 
while cheering on our Junior Magpies!

Hope to see everyone this Saturday 
supporting our Junior Magpies!

Fiona Morgan

LIBRARY 
HOURS

NEW HOURS FROM 11 MARCH 2019

Merriwa
 Open            Staffed

Monday 8:30am - 5:00pm     3:00pm - 5:00pm

Tuesday 8:30am - 4:30pm     9:00am - 12:00pm

Wednesday 8:30am - 4:30pm     not staffed

Thursday 8:30am - 7:00pm     3:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm     8:30am - 11:30am

Weekends  Closed

Cassilis
Wednesday  9:30am - 2:30pm

www.uhrl.nsw.gov.au

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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Name: _____________________ 

Age:_______________________ 

School: ____________________ 
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DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the 
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in 
articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute 
recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. 
Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the 
Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to claim a 
date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing the 

community for 29 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 

claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 

spelling and terminology.

MAY

Thursday 23 Twilight Bingo - Gummun Place Hostel - 3.00-5.00pm

Friday 24 Red Cross Street Stall
Sandy Hollow Biggest Morning Tea - Community Hall - 9.00am

Thursday 30 Mosaic Workshop - Gummun Place Hostel - 10.00-12.00noon, 1.00-3.00pm

JUNE

Sunday 2 Confirmation at Holy Trinity - 10.00am

Thursday 6 Anglican Guild meeting - Parish Hall - 2.00pm

Friday 7 Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces Grand Opening - Music by the ‘Ohs’ - Merriwa RSL 
CLub - 5.30pm

Saturday 8 Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces

Sunday 9 Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces

Monday 24 St Joseph’s Primary School Open Day

JULY

Saturday 20 Anglican Parish Christmas in July


