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I would like to thank the Merriwa community 
for all their help with this year’s collection of 
Rosemary in aid of the Legacy charity.

Thanks to everyone involved we managed to 
send eight pallets of boxes of Rosemary down to 
Sydney. From there, it was cut into sprigs by the 
‘Beehive Industries’ who are an ‘Activities and 
Leisure Centre’ in which elderly and disabled 
people are given a purposeful role in helping 
complete useful jobs collating items for different 
businesses.

From there the boxes of sprigs of Rosemary were 
distributed to be sold at various footy matches 
before ANZAC Day, and then on ANZAC Day, 
Our Rosemary was proudly worn by 90% of 
those marching and supporting the ANZAC Day 
march in Sydney. This raised an estimated $80-
90,000 for the Legacy charity.

I would like to thank John Penninger for 
instigating this great cause over 25 years ago, 

Rosemary for Legacy
along with Michael O’Neill who has given such 
great support over the many years. 

The Merriwa RSL were very hospitable in allowing 
us to collect our harvest in their main hall giving 
it the aromas of a roast lamb dinner without the 
Roast Lamb! Merriwa Rotary members worked 
hard (and had the sore muscles to prove it!) with 
the harvest, Merriwa IGA kindly donated pallets 
and a fork lift truck to load the boxes, Fire and 
Rescue NSW kindly harvested their Rosemary 
and also helped with the loading of the pallets. 
The local schools and Council also gave great 
contributions. Gay Stanton gave many hours 
helping harvest the Herb Farm crop and many 
members of the Merriwa community kindly 
donated their crop also.

Thank you to everybody for helping this great 
cause. Let’s keep Merriwa’s legacy of being the 
‘Rosemary town’ and keep helping Legacy.

Annie Rodgers 
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Merriwa Central 
School

Primary
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

What an incredible day we had at our 
Kindergarten-Year 12 Athletics Carnival last 
Friday.

The 5, 6, and 7 year old students were all very 
excited to run their age races and receive 
their ribbons, which they all proudly wore for 
the remainder of the day. Unfortunately we 
were unable to control the weather and these 
students were walked back to school a little 
earlier than expected, just in time to avoid the 
downpour of rain.

Well done to all the Kindergarten- Year 6 students 
who have been practising their athletics skills 
during sport sessions over the past few weeks. 

Congratulations to Mr Grant for organising and 
running such a fun and successful day!

MOTHER’S DAY STALL

Tomorrow our wonderful P and C members 
will be running a Mother’s Day stall during the 
morning at the Primary campus. Students will 
have the opportunity to purchase a special gift 
for their loved ones. Prices of gifts will range from 
$1.00 to $6.00.

Emma Garbellini
Relieving Assistant Principal

Secondary
MATHEMATICS FACULTY

Towards the end of Term 1, Year 8 and Year 
9 Science along with Miss Tarnika Wood 
conducted dissections on sheep hearts and 
brains, as well as observed a pluck which is the 
lungs, heart and liver still connected. One of 
the lungs was inflated during this activity which 
was very intriguing for the students involved. The 
students enjoyed the dissections as well as the 
chance to get hands on in Science. Below is an 
image of the pluck that was observed in class.

During the first week of Term 2, Mr Patrick Lomax 
took his Year 11 and Year 12 Mathematics 
Advanced cohort on a ‘MayDay’ Maths 
excursion to the Hunter School of Performing 
Arts (HSPA). This trip provided our students with 
an experience of how other students enrolled in 
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2019 ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

A great start to the Athletics Carnival day with 
the sun shining and numerous staff and student 
volunteers preparing for a tremendous carnival. 
Students enthusiastically competed in both track 
and field events on the day. 

I have to say that I was impressed by the amount 
of long-held records falling throughout the day, 
which is of course a sure sign of future sporting 
stars coming up through the ranks. Unfortunately, 
rain interrupted the day’s proceedings and 
called for stumps to be pulled early, however we 
can’t complain too much about that. 

Despite the conditions, house spirit was alive and 
well with roaring cheers of enthusiasm coming 
from the students. Winners for the day on 672 
points was Blaxland, second on 592 points was 
Wentworth, third on 574 points was Lawson and 
in fourth place on 387 points was Oxley. 

Congratulations to all the students who 
participated to make the day fun and 
memorable and in particular the successful age 
champions. This year the junior boys champion 
was Noah Adams, 11 years - Daniel Mead, 12 
years - Harry Cook, 13 years - Dylan Keane, 14 
years - Jack Fairhall, 15 years - Hunter Marsh, 
16 years - Harrison Amidy and the senior boys 
champion was Benjamin Nebauer 

The junior girls champion was Grace Collitts, 11 
years - Hallie Milgate, 12 years - Lily Swan and 
Alyssa Carrall, 13 years - Brooklyn Blackadder , 14 
years - Tahli Gleeson, 15 years - Brodie McMillan, 
16 years - Mackenzie Blackadder and the senior 
girls champion was Chelsea Borradaile. 

Now it’s time to start preparing for the zone 
athletics which will be held in Singleton on the 

their course study and engage with the courses 
content. Mr Lomax’s students also got a guided 
tour of the University of Newcastle and received 
information related to how mathematics is 
incorporated into a variety of degrees that are 
run at the university.

I have been engaging my Year 7 students in 
working through a variety of riddles during class. 
The goal of this is to help build valuable problem-
solving skills and to encourage “outside-of-the-
box” thinking when working on problems. Here is 
only a few students were able to crack before I 
gave them hints: 2 is to 3, as 3 is to 5, and 5 is to 
4. 4 is the magic number, but how? 

Harley Hannon
Mathematics Teacher

Friday June 17. Good luck to all those travelling 
to compete against the area’s best in a couple 
of weeks.    

Chad Grant
Sports Coordinator
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National Youth Science Forum – Applications 
Open Now - Apply by 31 May for session dates 
listed below.

Are you in Year 11 now? The NYSF Year 12 Program 
is a 12-day residential program designed to give 
students a broader understanding of the diverse 
study and career options available in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) and to encourage continued studies in 
these fields.  At the NYSF Year 12 Program run in 
January each year, participants will:

• visit science and technology related 
laboratories and facilities

• go on site tours
• listen to lectures.

Session A:  Wednesday 1 to Sunday 12 January – 
Canberra, The Australian National University

Session B: Wednesday 8 to Sunday 19 January – 
Brisbane, The University of Queensland

Session C:  Wednesday 15 to Sunday 26 January 
– Canberra, The Australian National University

https://www.nysf.edu.au/programs/year-12-
program/

Pharmacy Scholarships - Plan for your future

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Pharmacy 
Scholarship Scheme (ATSIPSS)

Rural Pharmacy Scholarship Scheme (RPSS)

Intern Incentive Allowance for Rural Pharmacies

Rural Intern Training Allowance

Rural Pharmacy Student Placement Allowance

ht tps : / /www.myhea l thcareer .com.au/
university-scholarships/

Study Medicine 10 Step Medical School 
Application Guide

A new free resource - 10 Step Medical School 
Application Guide is also now available. 
Download and use this to guide students through 
the medicine degree application process. 

https://www.studymedicine.com.au/10-step-
application-guide

Reminder - Business Cadetships: Applications 
close: May 15, 2019

Open to Year 12 students who wish to pursue 
a business career. Cadets combine university 
study with paid work at UBS, a top-ranking global 
bank. 

CAREER NEWS

UNSW Coop Scholarships Now Open - Finance, 
IT, Engineering: Closes September 30

Beyond the placement opportunities, Co-
op also provides a professional development 
program which assists scholars to prepare for 
and make a smooth transition to the workplace 
as well as develop the graduate attributes that 
differentiate them from other students. UNSW 
Co-op Program scholars receive between 9 
and 18 months structured Industry Experience 
and gain valuable work experience with up to 
four different sponsors.

Main site here: https://www.coop.unsw.edu.au/

Apply here: https://www.coop.unsw.edu.au/
apply

THANK YOU

We wish to take a moment to thank the helping 
hands of Jill and Bruce Carroll, Louise Burge, 
Dianne Thorley and Jane Constable for their 
assistance in the canteen at the Athletics 
Carnival.  Thank you also to the parents that 
helped in the canteen and the cooking that 
was also supplied for the day. One last thank 
you goes to the Merriwa Bakery for the donation 
of bread rolls.

It was a great day for all involved.

Donna Thorley
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Keirra Hourn
Publicity Officer

P AND C UPDATE

There will be a Mother’s Day Stall for students 
from 9.30am tomorrow at the Primary campus. 
Prices range from 50c-$6.00.

There are enough gifts for everyone to buy 
at least one thing. Once everyone has made 
a purchase, the stall will be opened until all 
other items are sold.

We hope you like your presents!

We also had our Annual General Meeting 
this week, the newly filled positions will be 
announced in next week’s Ringer.

Program Director: Alister Wilkinson

Contact: director@professionalcadets.com.au 

Website: www.professionalcadets.com.au

Enter the World of Le Cordon Bleu - 3 days’ 
Residential Career Workshop July 15 to 17 or 
October 8 to 10

Le Cordon Bleu Sydney is offering 16 lucky 
students the chance to enrol in our next 3 days’ 
Residential Career Workshop. We’re opening our 
doors to students wishing to experience a ‘day 
in the life’ of the world’s most famous culinary 
arts educator. For details, please visit below or 
call (02) 8878 3100.: 

https://www.cordonbleu.edu/sydney/enter-
the-world-of-le-cordon-bleu/en

TAFE to University Pathways

You may be surprised to hear that there are 
lots of possible study routes that can take you 
from a TAFE NSW course to a university degree. 
TAFE has partnerships with universities across the 
state and beyond. This means that you can get 
yourself a graduate qualification from your local 
TAFE campus.

Case in point - the Certificate IV in Tertiary 
Preparation (TPC). This will give you a Tertiary 
Entrance Score which can then help you enrol 
at university. If you’ve got a TPC under your belt, 
you’re guaranteed entry to a whole range of 
degrees from some universities such as Western 
Sydney and Charles Sturt.

https://www.tafensw.edu.au/article/-/blogs/
tafe-to-uni-pathways

NECA Electrotechnology Apprenticeships

The electrical field is one of the most dynamic 
and growing industries. At NECA we’re here to 
help you complete a national qualification that 
supports a career in data/ communication, home 
automation, renewable energy, construction, 
the installation of lights, power, air conditioning, 
fire protection, building management systems 
and more. Once qualified you can start your 
own business and take your trade and work 
anywhere in the world.

http://www.necatraining.com.au/electrical-
apprentices/

How to find balance in your life during Year 12

With the pressure you face during Year 12, it’s 
easy to forget it’s just another year in life. If you’re 
like many students, you’re prioritising your studies 

– but aiming for good marks doesn’t mean you 
give up the things you love.

https://this.deakin.edu.au/study/how-to-find-
balance-in-your-life-during-year-12

Free HSC Study Sessions: July 8 to 12

Campbelltown Campus and Penrith Campus

Nearly all subjects on offer. Western Sydney 
University Free HSC Study Sessions will be in the July 
School Holidays. These are run by experienced 
HSC teachers to help Year 12 students excel in 
their HSC exams and assessments. Each session 
includes workshops that are structured around 
the subject syllabus. More information: https://
www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/student-
life/events/free-hsc-study-sessions.html

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

From all the staff, we sincerely hope that your 
holiday break with your children was a safe and 
enjoyable time.

Welcome back to another term! We have a lot 
of great things prepared and cannot wait to get 
back into the hard work, learning and fun times 
which occur at St Joseph’s.

STAFFING

Firstly, thank you to Mrs Catherine Boulton, who 
served our school in a casual capacity during 
first term on Infants. We are very grateful for your 
professionalism, hard work and dedication. We 
hope to see you at St Joseph’s soon.

Secondly, as per the note emailed in the 
holidays, we were able to secure the services of 
Mrs Laura Smede, for the remainder of the year 
on Infants. Mrs Smede comes to us from Sacred 
Heart Primary School, in Coolah. Her principal 
regards her highly and is very sad to lose her 
skills. Mrs Smede has made an excellent start to 
the term and is getting to know all the students 
within the school. All the best for the year ahead.

THANK YOU

Thank you to all the St Joseph’s community for 
their hard work during Sunday’s Working Bee at 
school. Many of the odd jobs, which we keep 
putting off, got done and I am sure you will 
agree, the place is starting to look a lot better.  
Trees were trimmed, sand pits were re-filled, 
many, many weeds were pulled, verandahs 
were swept, and the vegie patches had the soil 
turned, ready for the next batch of veggies to 
go in. The rain from Friday also makes for fresh, 
green grass (where we still have it!) Thanks to the 
teachers for giving up some of their weekend to 
be at the bee as well.

Last term’s Cross Country Carnival at the 
Showgrounds was a wonderful way to begin the 
last week of a very successful term. Many thanks 
to all of the parents, students and the teachers 
for the hard work and dedication to the cause. A 
special thanks to Mr Whale for continuing to set 
up the course with our teachers on the morning. 
Our Cross Country team will be headed to 
Walka Water Works, near Maitland on Tuesday 7 
May to compete in the Diocesan Primary Cross 
Country Carnival. There will be approximately 50 

primary schools represented at this carnival, so 
it will be a wonderful challenge for our students. 
Run hard, have fun and most importantly, 
represent yourselves and your school with pride 
and distinction. Well done for making the team.

Student’s behavior and attitude at our first two 
liturgies of the term, ANZAC Day and Easter, held 
on the Monday of last week, were exemplary. 
It is a great privilege to lead a school, whose 
children exhibit such respectful and reverent 
behavior when it is required. Well done to you, 
students!
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AMSI VISITS MERRIWA

On Tuesday of last week, Miss Cassandra 
Lowry, through the Australian Mathematics and 
Science Institute (AMSI), came to the school to 
teach students and teachers some problem 
solving strategies and activities in mathematics. 
In the afternoon, Miss Lowry’s presentation to 
our staff about Di Siemon’s “NON NEGOTIABLES” 
in mathematics was outstanding and something 
which every teacher took something positive 
away from. 

A link to Di Siemon’s work is attached as a 
YouTube clip for your viewing:

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=nPLWAzK0QSQ

SPECIAL GUEST COMES TO ST JOSEPH’S

Mr Robert Peers, Principal Coach, came to visit 
the school on Monday May 6 and as always, 
offered the school some great insights into 
continuous school improvement. Robert loved 
being in all of the classrooms, especially the 
Infants. He described Infants as a “hub of great 
activity”, which was very pleasing to hear. As a 
beginning principal, it is always wonderful to get 
advice from such a high calibre of educator. 
The students loved to see someone different 
in the room as well! Thank you Robert, you are 
welcome any time.

TRANSITION TO SCHOOL EVENING

Thank you to Mrs Kerr, Mrs Hagley and Mrs 
Smede for their hard work in assisting with the 
preparation of the Transition to School evening 
this week. Here’s hoping that from this hard 
work, we are able to have some enquiries into 
our beautiful school. The more, the merrier!

EXCURSION EXCITEMENT

We expect to have had some excited and 
happy students come home from our wonderful 
excursions to Dubbo and the Cultural Centre 
yesterday. If your child had a great time, please 
take the time to thank one of their teachers 
for organising and taking the time out of their 
schedules to ensure all our children have well-
rounded, holistic educations which include real-
life contextual learning.

YEAR 6 FUNDRAISER

Our Year Six fundraiser, the Mother’s Day BBQ, 
will be held from 8.00am on Friday May 10. It 
would be terrific to support our Year Six cohort, 
whose parents and their children work extremely 
hard to supply us with a great breakfast on the 
day. We thank Year Six for setting this up for us 
in advance and hope that you raise some solid 
totals towards your end of year gift.
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EASTER SHOW SUCCESS

We love to celebrate our students’ 
achievements. This week we were very proud to 
hear of Ava Peel’s success competing at the the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show during the holidays. 
Ava competed in an array of events including 
Working Australian Stock Horses; Riding classes; 
Pony Breed classes and Pony Club Rider and 
Teams of 4.

Ava had a very successful show with her pony 
Koorana Millions placing second in ridden ASP 
ne 12.2hh, second in led Australian Pony gelding 
ne 12.2hh. They then won the ridden Australian 
Pony ne12hh and they were declared Champion 
Ridden Australian Pony. To finish off the show 
Ava won the Pony Club Rider 11-13 years.

An incredible list of achievements. 
Congratulations Ava!

FACEBOOK

This year has seen an increase in the promotion 
of the great aspects of St Joseph’s through our 
Facebook page. If you have any feedback, 
please email the school and let us know!

Here is the link: https://www.facebook.com/
stjosephsmerriwa/

DATES FOR THE DIARY

May 10 – Mother’s Day BBQ and activities

May 14-17 – NAPLAN Assessments

May 22 – National Simultaneous Story Time

ENROLMENTS NOW OPEN

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2020 are now open!  
If you are considering St Joseph’s for your child’s 
education or you’re interested in finding out more 
about our great little school, please contact us 
on 6548 2035 or visit our website: www.merriwa.
catholic.edu.au for an enrolment package.

Kindergarten Isla for ongoing perseverance in 
Mathematics and demonstrating multiple ways 
to show a number.

AWARDS

Stage 1 - Morgan Bates - for demonstrating 
improved reading and attempting unfamiliar 
words during literacy groups

Stage 2  - Jye Bates – for excellent participation 
and engagement during Maths lessons and for 
using a variety of strategies to solve addition 
problems

Emma Grady – for displaying outstanding 
handwriting, presentation and pride in all her 
book work

Stage 3  - Emily Wright - for continued effort in 
narrative writing and producing pleasing results 

Cody Bates - for great attitude towards writing 
tasks and stepping up to help others with a 
positive approach 

Principal’s Awards - Archy Wallace – for his 
overall persistence with set tasks

Shyanne Beeney - for her excellent reading 
efforts in class

Ben Patterson - continuing to persist with difficult 
tasks. 

Mr Ashley Borg
Principal

ashley.borg@mn.catholic.edu.au

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

to be back with his friends. Throughout the week 
he was observed being a great school leader 
by helping out students with tricky parts in their 
learning, including stitching around the felt teddy 
bear. Dylan had a very mature discussion and 
reflection about a persuasive writing assessment 
that he did. He identified the strengths in his 
writing and where his learning needs to focus on 
next. Dylan took the initiative and cleaned and 
sorted the sports shed last Friday. He consistently 
wears the correct uniform and takes pride in 
showing that he goes to Cassilis Public School. 
Congratulations, Dylan. You should feel very 
proud of yourself. 

WHAT THE CASSILIS STAFF DID ON THEIR STAFF 
DEVELOPMENT DAY

Last Monday, five members of staff met with 
Glynis Lugnan (Principal Support Leadership PSL) 
at school to participate in a professional learning 
session about External Validation.  

This year, our school has been selected to 
complete the Department’s External Validation 
process. This will occur in October. This is a process 
which every school will go through before the 
end of 2020. 

This process allows the school to collect, analyse 
and evaluate data to determine how our school 
is progressing. The staff will be working on our 
submission over the coming months. A team will 
then visit our school to discuss and validate our 
submission. It is a wonderful opportunity for us to 
celebrate the things we are doing well and to 
determine directions for the future.

At the Staff Development Day, staff learnt more 
about what this process was; what we needed to 
do to prepare and the benefits. Staff commented 
that having a deep look at the standards in 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK – 
DYLAN MCLENNAN

Dylan McLennan is a 
very worthy recipient 
of Student of the Week 
award for this week. 
He returned from the 
holidays full of positive 
energy and enthusiasm. 
Dylan was very happy 

the School Excellence Framework was really 
beneficial and gave us the opportunity to see 
what we were doing well at school already and 
how we could do better practice to ensure that 
we are always improving.

SCHOOL CAPTAIN’S 
REPORT WITH SOPHIE 

ANDERSON 

To help create my 
vision of building a 
vertical garden on 
the walls outside the 
ladies’ and mens’ 
toilet, it would be great 
if people could donate 
clean tin cans to the 
school. These cans 
can be different sizes 
and will be painted at 
school and filled with 
succulents. Thank you 
to Julie Russell for her 
kind donation of the 
plants. We will take very 
good care of them. 

Tia, Dylan and Paul proudly wearing their school 
uniform

OUR LEADERS GO WEST 

Our school leaders, Sophie and Dylan, are getting 
set to travel west for their Leadership Camp this 
Wednesday to Friday at the Warrumbungle 
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Environmental Education Centres. This is the 
fourth year that our school has participated in 
and is a valuable experience for our seniors. 
Mrs Burgess is looking particularly forward to 
camping and also taking in the views at the 
top of Split Rock again.  The aim of the camp 
is to build confidence, courage to interact, 
overcome fears and take risks, the ability to spot 
new opportunities and encourage sustaining 
effort in a task. 

CHECK OUT THE CONCENTATION DURING 
STITCHING!

WHICH NUMBERS ARE 
INSIDE 10?

Our infant 
mathematicians have 
been playing around 
with numbers that fit 
inside ten. They have 
also been developing 
their understanding 
that ten is ten doesn’t 
matter how it is 
presented. Students 

started with ten counters and portioned them 
into different arrangements. Having a solid 
understanding of number sense and trusting their 
count is very important for our young learners.

Katie Burgess
Teaching Principal
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Sandy Hollow 
Public School

Welcome back to Term 2! I trust that everyone 
had an enjoyable Easter and holiday break. 
I have enjoyed listening to everyone’s holiday 
adventures. It is great to see that students have 
jumped straight back into their learning. We have 
many things planned for this term, including CPR 
training for Stage 3, Leadership Conference, 
National Simultaneous Story reading, Youth 
Summit, Pittman Cup and Touch Football Gala 
day. In between this, we also have NAPLAN and 
lots of learning to take place.

ANZAC DAY MARCH

It was an honour to accompany our students 
who proudly represented Sandy Hollow Pubic 
School as they paid their respects on Anzac 
Day. It was an opportunity to commemorate 
and acknowledge the great sacrifices others 
have made for our country and its people. A 
sacrifice that enables us to live in a country that is 
wonderful and free. Isabelle Pike did a fantastic 
job reading the Prayer for the Nations during the 
ceremony. Riley and Mikayla were very sombre 
as they laid a wreath on behalf of the school. 
Well done to each student for making this day a 

EASTER HAT PARADE

What a wonderful way to end the school term. 
Easter Hat Parade, Easter Raffle and a visit from 
the Easter bunny. Thank you to all families who 
donated goodies for our raffle. Thank you to all 
families and members of the community who 
supported the school by purchasing tickets. We 
raised $259.00, which will be donated to the 
Westpac Helicopter Charity. A wonderful effort! 

special day of 
remembrance. 
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Justified reasons for being absent include:

• Unavoidable medical appointments
• Attending a recognised religious holiday
• Exceptional family circumstances – such as 

a funeral
• Being sick or having an infectious disease
• Head lice.

Unjustified reasons for being absent:

• Shopping
• Sleeping in
• Working around the house 
• Minding younger siblings Minor family events 

– such as a birthday
• Hair cuts.

Parents are required to send a note to school 
within 7 days of the absence, explaining the 
reason for being away. After the seven days, your 
child’s absence will be marked as unexplained if 
we have not received notification. Notifications 
can be submitted through our skoolbag App.

NAPLAN

In Week 3, students in Years 3 and 5 will sit for 
NAPLAN. The tests will be held over a two week 
period. This year, students will complete all 
assessments online, except for Year 3 Writing, 
which is still a paper test. 

Writing will be completed by Tuesday, followed 
by Reading, Language Conventions and 
Numeracy. If your child is sitting for these exams 
please ensure they get a good night’s sleep and 
eat a good healthy breakfast to start their day 
on a positive note. It is also essential that they 
arrive on time, ready to start at 9.15am. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact the school.

ATTENDANCE AWARDS

Congratulations to the following students who 
received awards for attendance at or above 
95% for Term 1:

Eli Roper, Makiah Eldridge, Mya Roper, Roary 
Eldridge, Isabelle Pike and Attalica Nichols. This 
is a fantastic effort.

ATTENDANCE

The Educational Act requires all children aged 
between 6 and 17 to be enrolled and attending 
school on a regular basis. They must attend for 
the full operational hours. 

If children miss out on building the foundations 
of their learning, which takes place in the first 
two – three years, they may experience learning 
problems in later years.

It is also important that your child arrives at 
school on time. Late arrivals cause disruptions to 
the class. Being on time allows your child to greet 
friends, learn the importance of punctuality and 
routine, and ensures they do not miss out on 
important learning opportunities.

The school has a duty of care to monitor 
attendance, with roles being checked by the 
Department at least twice a term.  We monitor 
whole day and partial absences.

Christina Darlington
Principal

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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Children have a strong sense of wellbeing - this 
statement is part of our curriculum that details 
ways that children can demonstrate and build 
on positive messages and actions to enhance 
their wellbeing. This includes their physical 
wellbeing and there is nothing quite like feeling 
well and being ready for a busy Pre-School day. 

While it’s not possible to shield your kids 
completely from catching a cold or the flu, 
especially if they attend Pre-School or primary 
school, you can teach them healthy habits to 
boost their immune systems and decrease their 
chances of picking up an infection. Teach your 
children these important healthy habits for kids 
to prevent colds and flu (and protect others 
when they are sick):

Almost 22 million school days are missed due 
to the common cold alone, according to the 
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Studies have shown that hand washing can 
reduce absenteeism from infectious illness 
among school-aged kids. Hand washing is one 
of the most effective ways of preventing the 
spread of common school-age child illnesses 
such as cold, flu, pinkeye, and more. Since 
children spend so much time together in close 
quarters during the school year, it’s a good 
idea to make sure hand washing becomes 
something they do automatically, as a matter of 
habit. Teach your child to wash his hands often, 
especially before eating, after blowing his nose, 
and after using the bathroom.

TEACH THEM HOW TO WASH THEIR HANDS 
PROPERLY

Getting your child to go to the sink won’t matter 
if she merely splashes her hands in the water for 
a second and calls it done. She should wash 
properly for at least 30 seconds with soap and 
water. Simple soap will do - you don’t need 
antibacterial products (in fact, studies have 
shown that antibacterial soaps are not any more 
effective at killing germs than regular soap, 
and health experts have expressed concern 
that increasing use of antibacterial products 
may, in fact, be giving rise to antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria).

SHOW THEM HOW TO COUGH AND SNEEZE 
PROPERLY

Cold and flu viruses can become airborne on 
droplets of saliva when someone sneezes or 
coughs. Teach your child to cover a sneeze or 
a cough with the inside of her elbow. A recent 
study showed that most people cover their 
sneezes, but do so with their hands (a bad habit 
that can spread the illness to others).

ENCOURAGE THEM NOT TO SHARE UTENSILS AND 
CUPS WITH FRIENDS

Kids naturally love to share (well, sometimes…
especially when it’s not a favourite toy), but it’s 
not a good idea to share eating utensils with 
friends, especially during cold and flu season. 
Viruses and bacteria are easily transmitted 
through saliva, so this is one type of sharing that 
you should teach your child to avoid.

Exclusion periods for pre-school apply for most 
infectious conditions to combat the spread of 
germs. If you are unsure of whether your child 
is fit to return to school then it is best to consult 
a doctor. If your child has been sick the night or 
day before school you are requested to keep 
your child at home.

Be on the look out on the Skoolbag app this 
term for fantastic recipes and healthy eating 
guidelines from Good For Kids. The SWAP IT 
programme has some great ways to swap out 
foods for the healthiest option. Hope you enjoy 
it.

Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre

Leah Folpp
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MARCH 25,1930 – APRIL 30, 2019

A eulogy is a speech or piece of writing in praise 
of someone who has just died.  Mum didn’t like a 
fuss or to be the centre of attention. While we are 
mindful of this when writing this tribute, she led 
such a full life and we have so many memories, 
it is difficult to be selective.  

Elizabeth Anne Wurcker was born in Sydney on 
March 25, 1930 to Gordon Richard Lane-Collett 
and Enid Ritchie. Gordon, an early aviator, 
was born in Stroud, England, and emigrated to 
Australia. He married Enid Ritchie from Bega, 
in 1921, and they had 3 daughters, Elizabeth, 
the youngest, Joan Kumis of New York and 
Patricia Cameron of Queens Park. Elizabeth 
predeceased her two older sisters.

Elizabeth, Joan and Pat were brought up on 
Cockatoo Island, where their father was Chief 
Electrical Engineer.  They lived in a rather grand 
house on the island, catching the ferry to attend 
school and, from all accounts, their early years 
were wonderful and carefree. They had carte 
blanche to roam the island and explore the 
harbour in a dinghy.  Mum was definitely the tom 
boy of the family.

The war intervened and Gordon was sent to 
England to work on plans for a new frigate.  On 
a stopover in the Middle East he developed 
appendicitis.  Gravely ill, he was flown to England 
and operated on by Sir William Arbuthnot Lane, 

a renowned surgeon and relative, but died 
of peritonitis. He was buried in the village of 
Appledore, beside his father, a Congregational 
Minister. Family members have visited their 
graves over the years.  

Mum was only 9 when her beloved father died.   
Dad said this traumatic event had a lifelong 
effect on her. It also had a profound effect 
on the whole family, whose circumstances 
changed overnight. They had to leave 
Cockatoo Island and moved to Miranda 
where they all lived, together with mum’s aunt 
Dulcie and her grandmother.  As the youngest 
and most available, it fell to mum to nurse her 
grandmother until she died and this no doubt set 
her thinking of a nursing career.

Mum finished school, completed a secretarial 
course and, in 1946, went to work for Dalgety’s 
at their head office in Sydney as a typist and was 
quickly promoted to accounts as a bookkeeper.  
She left Dalgety’s in 1948 to commence her 
nursing training at Royal North Shore hospital, 
graduating in 1953.

Mum and dad met while mum was nursing 
dad’s best mate, Peter Edgley, of Bourke. Peter 
had broken his leg coming off a motor bike. Dad 
visited Peter one day and, on meeting mum, was 
immediately smitten. In the language of those 
days, she was apparently, “a pretty good sort.”  
Mum remembers dad picking Peter up from the 
hospital on his motor bike and driving over the 
harbour bridge with his leg still in plaster stuck 
out to one side and holding his crutches.  Peter’s 
wife, Pat, became the driving force behind the 
formation of the Isolated Children’s Parents’ 
Association in NSW.

Mum and dad married at Darlinghust in 1953 
and lived in the cottage on Woolbrook, which 
was initially pretty primitive.  Many years of hard 
work followed as mum and dad established 
Woolbrook Rural Industries, gradually building 
up a turkey and farming business that at its peak 

EULOGY OF ELIZABETH WURCKER
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employed 35 men, raising 90,000 birds annually 
and farming 3,000 acres of wheat.  The cottage 
was improved and expanded to accommodate 
the four children that followed.

inconveniently started his new job just as 50 
heifers were due to calve, and mum said 
Warwick Menlove got a calf puller up overnight 
on the train and she used to joke that she slept 
with it under the bed.  She was very proud that 
all 50 heifers calved out successfully.

Our sister Susy was the only child still at home, 
the rest of us reluctantly at boarding school. Susy 
tells the story of helping mum change irrigation 
sprays before and after school and getting 
bogged in her gum boots.

After a few years in the city, Dad returned to 
Woolbrook and over the next 30 years ran various 
businesses, together with mum, Rob and Jenny, 
until he died 5 years ago.  In later years dad said 
his stated goal was to live two months longer 
than mum so that he could be there for her – 
after that he said he didn’t care, a testament to 
their lifelong commitment to each other.  Bec 
remembers her nanna saying she didn’t know 
how she would live without him but she did, for a 
further 5 years, but she missed him terribly.

Reading through mum’s references from the 
Institute of Medical Research at Royal North 
Shore says it all:  “ Nurse Collett has a pleasing 
personality and is a highly efficient nurse ...  sound 
knowledge of medical nursing  ...  particularly 
careful in her management of surgical patients 
... always able to give a prompt and detailed 
account of progress  ... thoroughly recommend 
her as a surgical nurse.”

Mum continued to apply all these qualities of 
hard work, honesty, loyalty and reliability to any 
job she did. She worked at Pitt Sons for over 25 
years and many considered her the de facto 
manager. She ran a very tight ship and some of 
the younger sales reps were quite in awe and 
trod carefully.  When computers were installed 
mum ran a duplicate set of manual books for a 
couple of years ‘just to make sure’.

Pitt Sons monthly Saturday morning sales were 
legendary and the family waited with bated 
breath to see what mum had brought home this 
time. One really good find were antique leather 
bellows, which she had restored and took pride 
of place by the fire.

Mum’s grandmother was an artist and, although 
mum didn’t paint, she was creative in other 
ways, and loved collecting paintings. She rarely 
visited an art show without coming home with a 
new acquisition. Dad regularly commented on 
diminishing wall space.

As the years went by mum and dad enjoyed 
travelling to Tasmania, South Australia, far north 

Woolbrook operated in this way for around 
20 years during the 50’s and 60s. However, 
nothing stays the same and by the late 60’s the 
turkey business was suffering due to emerging 
bigger industry players and disease, which had 
inadvertently been brought on to the farm by 
bought in chicks. The final straw came in 1969 
when wheat quotas were introduced and 
Woolbrook found itself with a wheat harvest 
equivalent to 3 years of quota, which then had 
to be stored on farm.  

Dad found a job as a truck salesman with 
Mercedes Benz, eventually rising to general 
manager for commercial vehicles in NSW.   Dad’s 
company car was a very flash Mercedes, a big 
step up from the family station wagon.  Mum 
loved antique and second hand shops and one 
day she persuaded dad to stop so she could 
have a browse.  

No doubt the shop owner was rubbing his hands 
together in anticipation of a good sale.  Dad was 
watching him as mum made her only purchase 
of a plastic teapot spout for her favourite teapot 
which had a broken spout. She spent 50c. The 
look on the shop owner’s face was apparently 
priceless.

Mum, meanwhile, was keeping the home 
fires burning, and had also started work as a 
bookkeeper/secretary at Pitt Sons. Dad had 
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Queensland and outback NSW. They visited 
John in Sabah while John was working as a 
Volunteer Abroad. They backpacked around 
Sabah, staying in villages through John’s 
contacts and dad almost got to the summit of 
Mt. Kinabalu. One memorable night they were 
staying in a hotel.  Neither of them got any sleep 
with people coming and going all night and a 
lot of noise. Dad made enquiries next morning 
and finally had to admit to a horrified mum that 
they had spent the night in a brothel.   

Mum retired from Pitt Sons at 72 and spent a 
few months at home catching up. One morning 
she appeared in the nursery, and asked for a 
job. She quickly became indispensable and 
was often the first one at work asking “where 
is everyone?” As the years went by and her 
health deteriorated, she was put on mandatory 
executive hours but that still didn’t stop her from 
turning up on Saturday and sometimes even 
Sunday.

Mum continued to live on Woolbrook for 18 
months after dad died but ill health and, 
finally, failing eyesight, forced her to consider 
alternative living arrangements.

She moved into Merriwa MPS at the beginning 
of 2016 and quickly made a home surrounded 
by favourite pieces of furniture, paintings and 
treasured possessions.  For such an independent 
woman, she adapted quickly to her new life and 
often remarked how lucky she was.  Her feisty 
nature and cheekiness kept staff and doctors on 
their toes.

She rarely complained, enjoyed her own 
company, persevered with reading despite 
failing eyesight and enjoyed her weekly visit to 
the hairdresser, followed by coffee.

We all have different memories of mum.

Jenny remembers riding with her mum, cattle 
mustering and just for pleasure. The work in 
getting her horse ready for pony club when she 
came home for school holidays. A casserole 
quietly put into the oven so a meal was ready 
after a long day delivering plants.  A fearsome 
scrabble player and cross word addict.

John remembers one of the self sufficiency 
generation. Making, mending and repairing 
rather than buying and producing vegetables, 
milk, butter, preserves and meat rather than 
buying.  For a girl brought up on Cockatoo Island, 
she had to be dragged kicking and screaming 
to visit the big smoke.  Lazy sunburnt holidays at 
Newport.

Beth remembers many games of 500 and 
mum’s love of reading, that she inherited. Old 
wheelbarrows (no doubt a Pitt Sons’ find) full of 
flowers and a small vase of flowers in her room 
when she came home to visit.

Susy remembers mum’s creative side. Making 
clothes for us, knitting jumpers, restoring furniture, 
brilliant jam maker and excellent veggie 
gardener.

Rob remembers a wonderful mother-in-law.  
Never intrusive but always there when needed.  
The look on her face when he announced 
he had started a new job at Elders Merriwa, 
considered a mortal enemy by mum.

Bec remembers Sunday roasts. Walking to Pitt 
Sons after school when her parents were away.  
Breakfast at nanna’s where everything was laid 
out the night before, including a small tin of her 
favourite spaghetti.  

Her mind remained sharp to the end. She was 
always interested in what was going on at 
Woolbrook, how the cattle were going, were 
we up to date with the spraying, are the oats in 
yet, how much rain did we get?

Mum ticked some important boxes in the last few 
months of her life.  Attended her granddaughter’s 
wedding, held her baby great granddaughter 
and celebrated her 89th birthday with family at 
her beloved Woolbrook.

An enduring memory of mum will be her walking 
down the MPS corridor without her walker and 
regulation non slip socks and staff calling after 
her and mum rolling her eyes and waving her 
hand dismissively as she continued on her way.
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Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769

REFLECTION EASTER 4 - JOHN 10:17-30

Throughout the Fourth Gospel a consistent 
question put to Jesus is, “Are you the Messiah?”  
When the crowds ask this, they are thinking of 
a political leader like King David who would 
free them from the rule of Rome.  Jesus does 
not accept the title “Messiah” on these terms.  
In today’s Gospel, we are given the only image 
of a Messiah that Jesus will accept, that of the 
Good Shepherd who knows his flock and gives 
them eternal life.

The shepherd image has a long history within 
Israel and was used to describe the role of a 
King and later was applied to God as the one 
who would really nourish, care for, gather and 
protect the sheep.  Because of Jesus unique 
union with God, Jesus can call himself the Good 
Shepherd.

In this country where flocks of sheep number 
in the hundreds, it is hard to have a real 
understanding of this image.  In the land of 
Israel, a family might have a very small number 
of sheep, perhaps only seven.  Being so small in 

number, each sheep is known to the shepherd.  
In the winter months, the sheep come indoors to  
protect them from the bitter cold and to provide 
the family with warmth from the heat of their 
bodies – in a sense they are part of the family.  
The sheep do know the particular sound of their 
master’s voice, just as the shepherd knows the 
individual markings and characteristics of his 
sheep.

The sheep/shepherd image tries to express that 
we are each known and valued by God. (From 
“Sundays Under the Southern Cross” by Mary 
Coloe PBVM)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

• Friday May 10 at 10.00am - Anglican Guild 
ladies are having a Mother’s Day Morning Tea 
at CWA rooms. All are welcome and invited 
to attend. Fiona Wightman has decorated a 
Mothers Day cake which will be raffled

• Fridays and Sundays at 10.00am – Eucharist 
at Holy Trinity

• Sunday June 2 – Bishop Peter will be with us 
for confirmation.

  Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Located 40 minutes from Muswellbrook and 15 minutes to 
Merriwa. This 122 acre property is an ideal spot to enjoy a 
rural lifestyle. The home has 3 big bedrooms, the main with 
a built in robe. The lounge is a good size with a combustion 
fire. The kitchen is in very good condition with a combustion 
fire. There is a covered entertainment area. The yard is fully 
fenced. There is a 1 1/2 bay garage, 2 bay machinery shed, 
wood shed and a fully equipped bore to water the lawns and 
trees. The land is mostly timbered native bush with some flat 
open paddocks around the house. If you are after a peaceful 
rural life this block will suit.

45 MacKenzie Street, Merriwa      $219 000.00

1445 Flags Road, Merriwa  $365 000.00

This 3 bedroom home has wraparound verandahs to 
sit and enjoy the outlook and the established yard.  
There are a number of shade trees and garden beds 
throughout the yard making it your own private 
oasis.  The home has 3 bedrooms, the main with a 
large set of built in robes.  There is a loungeroom 
with open fireplace, dining room with door leading 
to the verandah and a very tidy kitchen with plenty 
of cupboard and bench space.  The bathroom has a 
bath, shower and vanity and is combined with the 
laundry.  Plenty of storage space with a shed plus 
carport and gardens sheds as well.  The block is a 
large 1090sqm with separate gates to access both 
ends of the block.
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Merriwa Fire Brigade

FIREFIGHTERS READY TO OPEN DOORS TO THE 
COMMUNITY

Firefighters will be opening the doors to Merriwa 
Fire Station for the Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) 
Open Day on Saturday, May 18, inviting people 
to learn more about Australia’s largest urban fire 
and rescue service.

Merriwa Fire Station will be open from 10.00am to 
2.00pm with a range of free activities including 
firefighting demonstrations, station tours and 
safety presentations.

Families can also see the fire trucks and 
firefighting and rescue equipment up close and 
chat to local firefighters about the critical work 
they do to keep communities safe. 

Deputy Captain Joshua Lemanski said Open 
Day was an opportunity to show people that 
FRNSW firefighters do so much more than fight 
fires.

“We do fight fires, but our mission and our 
capabilities extend far beyond fire response,” 
he said.

“From road crashes, hazardous material 
incidents and natural disasters to urban search 
and rescue and humanitarian relief, our 
firefighters are prepared for anything and ready 
to help anyone, anytime, anywhere.”

Deputy Captain Joshua Lemanski said Open 
Day was also a great time to talk to the experts 
about home fire safety in the lead up to winter.

“We see a 10% increase in the number of home 

RYPEN.....(ROTARY YOUTH ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM)

We have mentioned this in previous Ringers. I am 
happy to report that this year, Rotary Merriwa is 
sending three representatives from our district. 
The scheme is for students in their middle 
secondary school years. We have sent students 
to RYPEN before and the reports we receive 
when they return are always very favourable.

It is a challenging and rewarding experience for 
the young people as they get involved in the 
program

This year the students we are sponsoring are 
Rebecca Keegan, Jake Williams and Jackson 
Keane.

We look forward to their return and to them 
being able to attend one of our meetings to 
report on their weekend.

THE GOOD OIL ON GREECE

Our club secretary, Matt West, has spent most 
of his school holiday break in Greece. Matt’s 
talk to the club on what he had done there and 
what he had seen there was very interesting...
particularly his visits to ancient sites such as the 
Acropolis in Athens, site of the Parthenon .

Hearing an interesting guest speaker like Matt is 
one of the bonuses we get as members of Rotary 
Merriwa.

 Mark Smith

Merriwa Rotary

related fire calls during the winter months, with 
more fires starting in bedrooms and loungerooms 
due to things like heaters and electric blankets,” 
he said.

“Come and meet the team that’s prepared 
for anything on Open Day and learn how 
to keep your family safe from fire and other 
emergencies.”

For more information on FRNSW Open Day visit: 
www.fire.nsw.gov.au/openday

Stephanie Sills 
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Community Notice Board
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COUNCIL COMPLETES GRAINCORP SILO 
ART

At last the Graincorp silos at Merriwa have been 
painted with our mural and what a great feature 
for Merriwa and district. Judging from the positive 
comments from travellers who marvelled at the 
mural, it certainly has placed Merriwa on the silo 
trail, tourist map.

As chairman of the Upper Hunter Shire Council 
Merriwa Economic Development and Tourism 
Committee, I would like to thank the committee 
for their support and perseverance to bring the 
project to completion.

With the revitalisation of the skate park, which 
includes establishment of toilet facilities and the 
relocation of the Driver Reviver facility, this will 
allow a perfect viewing area of the Graincorp 
silo painting.

The relocation of the Council gravel storage 
area in Hacketts Lane will also allow a closer 
view of the art.

The wide street area opposite the Skate Park 
and side streets will allow traffic to safely pull 
over, especially caravans to enjoy the revitalised 

skate park facility and the view. The committee 
envisages a notice board describing some 
Merriwa history and the significance of artwork.

PARKS AND GARDENS

Thank you to our dedicated staff, Nicko, 
Jody and team members who prepared the 
cenotaph grounds and surrounding areas  for 
the ANZAC Day celebrations for Merriwa and 
Cassilis districts. The areas looked superb.

The Merriwa and Cassilis districts are blessed with 
rich agricultural soils, that after a significant rain 
event  makes the grass literally grow under one’s 
feet.

With the large areas to be covered, it makes it 
difficult for staff  to always keep the parks and 
gardens mowed and presented to the standard 
that they would wish at all times.

We congratulate the staff for a job well done.

Cr Ron Campbell

Congratulations
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GAME DAYS FOR 2019

• Tuesday July 2 with visitors from Coolah, 
Denman  and Cassilis

• Tuesday September 17 with visitors from 
Muswellbrook.

More details on these home days later.

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

GENERAL AND  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our next meeting for our Auxiliary will be held on 
May 17, 2019 at 2.00pm in the MPS Conference 
Room. We will also be holding our ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING at this time.  

As  the President, Secretary and Treasurer will 
be away in August and cannot attend that 
meeting it has been decided to hold the AGM 
at the May meeting. 

Please consider taking on a position. All current 
executive have been there for more than ten 
years and as we all travel it is hard to be available 
for our meetings. Please put your hand up and 
take on a position as we don’t want to see our 
committee disband.  

Our Regional Representative, Susan Ferguson 
will be in attendance.  Afternoon tea will follow 
the meeting. See you there.

Elaine Sparrow

Merriwa Hospital Auxilliary

STREET STALL

When:  Friday May 24

Merriwa Red Cross will be soon holding a street 
stall to raise much neede funds. We will have 
a raffle and a 100 club drawn on the day of 
the stall. There will be lots of delicious goodies 
to buy at the stall and if possible we would ask 
for your support to help us help those who are 
less fortunate. All contributions will be gratefully 
appreciated.

Cheree Walmsley

Red Cross

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use 

of this free service, please contact us before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Anglican Womens Guild
The Merriwa Anglican Womens Guild 
are once again hosting the Mother’s 
Day Morning Tea at the CWA Rooms on 

Friday May 10, commencing at 10.00am. Cost 
will be $10.00/person.

Once again we are raffling a beautiful cake 
made and decorated by Fiona Wightman. 
Tickets will be $1.00 each 

Takeaway orders will be available to business 
houses.

Margret Wright

The May meeting of the Merriwa District Progress 
Association will be on Wednesday May 15 at 
the Merriwa RSL Club commencing at 6.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

For more information contact Beron Arden-
Wood on 6548 2245.

Beron Arden-Wood

Merriwa District Progress Association

Date:  Saturday July 20

The Anglican Parish Merriwa would like to Claim 
the Date for Christmas in July luncheon.

Date:  Tuesday November 5

The Anglican Parish Merriwa would like to Claim 
the Date for Tuesday November  5 - Melbourne 
Cup Celebration.

Jenny Finnie

Claim the Dates
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Meals on Wheels
STREET STALL

Merriwa Meals on Wheels will be holding 
a Street Stall on Friday May 10. All donations 
would be greatly appreciated and accepted. 
All donations go towards raising much needed 
funds to cover the costs of ongoing insurances 
related to the running of Meal on Wheels.

Deirdre Peebles

Gummun Place invites the community to the 
following FREE events in May:

May 16 and 30  Mosaicking Workshops - 10.00 to 
12.00noon, 1.00pm to 3.00pm - Create your own 
mosaic masterpiece! Places are limited to ten, 
so make sure you book.

This is a jointly funded project supported by 
Upper Hunter Shire Council and the Merriwa 
Tourism and Welcoming Centre.

May 22 Waltz Back in Time - 10.00am to 
12.00noon - Take a trip down memory lane as 
we flick through old photos and memories of 
Merriwa over morning tea. All welcome!

May 23 -  Twilight Bingo - 3.00-5.00pm. More 
information to follow in coming weeks.

To book your workshop place or find out more 
email Hostel Activities Officer Julie Wilton on 
JWilton2@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au or call 6521 
7010. 

Julie Wilton

Gummun Place Hostel

Wonderful to welcome so many new and familiar 
faces to playgroup on our first week back of 
Term 2. 

Children enjoyed singing, music and some card 
making crafts just in time for Mother’s Day. 

Special thanks to our special guest Mrs Deirdre 
Peebles who’s engaging reading style had the 
toddlers in the palm of her hand! It was also 
great to see Mrs Peebles shake out a melody or 
two with the nursery rhymes. 

As always a huge thanks to playgroup coordinator 
Talitha Sawley for coming up with such a clever 
craft activity and to Larissa Hockings for helping 
make it all come together!

Playgroup meets every second Thursday from 
9.30am to 11.00am in the MAC Room at Merriwa 
Create and Grow Preschool during school term. 
Entry is by a gold coin donation which we put 
towards craft materials the following week. 

All parents, toddlers and bubs are welcome 
aged 0 to 6.  Our next playgroup is on Thursday 
May 16. 

If you’d like to find out more or receive a text 

Merriwa Create and Grow Playgroup

r e m i n d e r 
w h e n 
playgroup is 
on contact 
Tash Taaffe 
on 0458 574 
015 or email 
t t a a f f e @
upperhunter.
nsw.gov.au .

Tash Taaffe 

STREET STALL

When:  Friday May 17

The Festival of the Fleeces is just over four weeks 
away and there is much to do in preparation.  
As part of these preparations we are holding a 
Street Stall. 

Donations of any sale able items would be very 
much appreciated.

Barbara Campbell

Festival of the Fleeces
THANK YOU

A very big ‘THANK YOU” to everyone who 
supported our Street Stall on Thursday April 18, 
2019

Winners of the 100 Club were:

First Prize        Merriwa Tyre Service
Second Prize      Glen Condron
Third Prize        Jane Constable

In support of our town, the prizes were “Why 
Leave Town” voucher/cards.

Barbara Campbell

Merriwa CWA
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shown great leadership skills this year both 
inside and out of the classroom. She has also 
represented the school in many horse events 
and always with great sportsmanship. Well done 
Ava!

ANGLICAN PARISH WOMEN’S GUILD MOTHER’S 
DAY MORNING TEA

Anglican Parish Women’s Guild Mother’s Day 
morning tea Friday May 10, 10.00am CWA rooms 
$10.00. All welcome!

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S WEEKLY

• The real Nicole Kidman; exclusive interview 
with the Aussie icon and her closest friends

• Johanna Griggs; inspiring interview on how 
her lowest points led her to her brightest 
triumphs

• Nigella; love, grief and the joy of laziness

• Miss Dally’s girls; an intimate chat with 
June Dally-Watkins, her daughter and 
granddaughter.

BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS

• Pasta! Delicious recipes for chilly days

• Get crafty with hubby’s ties; repurpose them 
in clever ways (he won’t know)!

• Baking special; get your waffle on! Mouth 
watering sweet and savoury snacks

• Create a belle of a bathroom. Fantastic new 
styles, colours and ideas.

RM WILLIAMS OUTBACK GREAT AUSTRALIANS

• 20 living legends of the bush

• John Marsden; breaking the mould, teaching 
a different way

• David Foster, world champion woodchopper 
and life in his local community in Tasmania

• Kate Hull;  from the corridors of Federal 
Parliament to rice farms in the Riverina, 
passionate about the bush.

Business 
Merriwa Newsagency

N
ew

s A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT 

Dream big. Dare greatly. Adventure often. Love 
always.

BEANIE BOO 

My name is Lana.

Llamacorns are very rare, you’ll never see them 
anywhere. My birthday is March 7.

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 

and Eftpos only.

Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress 
Merriwa Team

SPIRIT OF ST JOSEPH’S AWARD

Congratulations to Spirit of St Joseph’s 
Award Recipient Ava Peel. Ava has 

Preliminary Notice 

CLEARING SALE 
76 Depot Road 

Merriwa NSW 2329 
Saturday May 25th, 2019 – 10.00am 

For further details ring: 
Roger Moore 

0427 153 446 all hours 
roger@rmproperty.net 

Thank You
We would like to take a moment to thank the 
Merriwa Rotary Club for generously allowing 
Jackson Keane, Rebecca Keegan and myself 
to attend the RYPEN Camp at Tea Gardens last 
weekend. We enjoyed the camp and felt we 
learnt heaps while there.

Jake Williams
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WOOLSTOCK FESTIVAL 
OPENING NIGHT

5.30pm, Friday  7 June
Merriwa RSL Club

Music by � e Ohs 
Adults: $20    

Under 18 $10 
Tickets can be purchased from 
the Visitor Information Centre 

Pro� ts are donated to the 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter 



Merriwa Ringer Page 27



Merriwa RingerPage 28



Merriwa Ringer Page 29



Merriwa RingerPage 30



Merriwa Ringer Page 31

Hunter 
Local Land Services

   RSVP by Wednesday 22 May

This is a free event with morning tea and 
lunch provided. Please RSVP for catering 
purposes. 

For more information contact: 

Adam Bush
NRM Extension Officer
Hunter Local Land Services
E:   adam.bush@lls.nsw.gov.au 

M:  0467 719  698

www.facebook.com/HunterLLS 

https://twitter.com/llshunter

HUNTER
Local Land Services

• Mick Roderick from BirdLife Australia will provide a detailed
insight into the current status and programs underway to improve
Regent Honeyeater habitat and ultimately their long-term survival in
the wild.

• Adam Bush from Hunter Local Land Services will overview the five-
year National Landcare Program funded Regent Honeyeater project
and other woodland restoration and monitoring programs underway
in the Upper Hunter.

• This will be followed by a field visit to Hulks Road (south of the hall)
where Regent Honeyeaters have been recorded on nearby
properties. You will get tips on woodland bird watching. Please bring
along a hat, warm clothes and sturdy shoes.

Bringing the Regent Honeyeater back

This program is supported by the National Landcare Program

Follow this link to register:
https://hunterlls.wufoo.com/forms/z1hphpzb1kzr74y/

Bringing back the Regent Honeyeater
to the Upper Hunter - FIELD DAY
9.00am-12.30pm Friday 24 May

Settlement Hall,990 Ringwood Road, Merriwa
Did you know Regent Honeyeaters are critically endangered - with less 
than 400 remaining in the world. The Upper Hunter provides important 
habitat for these rare birds and you can help bring their preferred habitat 
back to our district! One of their preferred feeding habitats are White-Box 
Yellow-Box Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Box Woodlands which occurs 
locally, but is also critically endangered, with more than 93% of its 
original extent cleared.

Come along to this field day to find out how you can get involved!

This project is supported by Hunter Local Land Services, through funding 
from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.
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Businesses

 CURTIS  GANT  BETTS

 SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

Merriwa Branch & District 
Council

“... a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 

business, farms and families.”
President: Patrick Ryan 0428 

485 090
Secretary/Treasurer: 

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Aileen Hogan 0455 
455 760

MERRIWA 

Country Education  

Foundation 

Helping Merriwa students 

with ter�ary expenses. 
Want to apply for a bursary or 

help with a dona�on?    
  Jane Hegarty 0408 761 052 
Amanda Kemp 0457 485 150 

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

Russell’s Earthmoving 
 

EXCAVATION     EARTHWORKS     HAULAGE 

 

EXCAVATORS 

 

DOZERS 

 

WATER TRUCKS 

LOW LOADER 

 

GRADER 

 

TRUCK & DOGS 

 

Merriwa 
0417 506769 

 
 

Ph:0265482246  Fax:0265482629 
6 Gooch St (PO Box 108) Merriwa NSW 2329 

russellsearthmoving@jrem.com.au 

Owner Operated Since 1960 

Pty Limited 

S
Sunstopper

Blinds & Awnings

Phil & Cathie White
sunstopper@outlook.com
Cathie : 0439409005
Phil : 0439440321

We will  
be in Merriwa on 

February 25 for blind, 
awning or shutter 

measuring  
and quotes.

PO Box 4637 Dubbo NSW 
Please phone to arrange an appointment for the day

    PJ’s Livestock  
 

 
 

‘Bendemere’ 
1059 Cullingral Rd 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 
Mobile:- 0429 149 890 
pjslivestock@gmail.com 

 

 
Available for transport of

Cattle, Sheep, Horses

Call Paula 0429 149 890

pjslivestock@gmail.com

‘all livestock anywhere any time’
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish

Holy Trinity Merriwa

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible Study

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213

 

     MORE THAN JUST A 

   POST OFFICE 
Stamps and packaging

Bill Pay@Post
Banking deposits/withdrawals

Money orders
Western Union transactions
Passports (including photos)

Work cover documents
Post Office box rental

Gifts, Antiques/old wares

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm  
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Vice President: Julie Llewelyn

Secretary: Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Tammy Bradley

Publicity Officer: Keirra 
Hourn

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am 

to 6.00pm Saturday by 
arrangement

For appointments
6548 2305 

Payment is required at 
time of consultation

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 

at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

Empowering and challenging students 
to become lifelong learners 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Ashley Borg  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Andrew Luke  
Ph:  6548 2993 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

sEnquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley
Phone: 6548 3060

Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale

Phone: 6548 2558
Email:  kmclydsdale@gmail.com

CWA
Meets Second Monday

of the month
10.00am

CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street

Visitors and new members are always welcome

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
(PO Box 96) 43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph: 0265 482 083 
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 

  

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

After School Care and Vacation Care 
 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au
Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

     20,21 & 22nd September!ccc

2019
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior  
Competitons

Court Hire

Merriwa Rugby 
League Football Club

President: Ben Robins
Vice President: Marc Previati

Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Fiona Morgan  
Treasurer

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

0429 482 389

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
Paul Frampton

Contact - 0428 485 182

April 
27, 

2019

Visit www.
merriwaraceclub.com.au

 

 

 

 
Merriwa District 

Progress Association Inc 
SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 3rd Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm 
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000 

Or Beron on 6548 2245 
 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: 
Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628

Merriwa 

Swimming Club
For swimmers 
of all abilities

Season begins in Term 4 
President: Melissa Collins

Registrar: Bronwyn Redgate
Secretary: Sandy Wallings

merriwa.swimming.org.au

President Andrew Constable
Secretary Fiona Morgan
Treasurer Kellie Porter

All enquires to the secretary
0418417186

fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
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Crumbed calamari with chips and salad
Fish of the day with chips and salad

Pasta of the day
Chicken schnitzel burger and chips

Bangers and mash
Moroccan skewers with date-lime yoghurt chips 

and salad
Soup of the day (limited stock) 

Available Monday to Friday  

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for $360.00 
was not won the number was 270, this week it 
jackpots to $380.00 and will be drawn between 
6.00 – 7.00pm.

The Friday night Members Lucky Badge, 7.00pm 
draw for $1020.00 was not won the number was 
280, this week it jackpots to $1040.00. 

The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth $500.00 
was not won the number was 702, this week it 
jackpots to $550.00. 

The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $100.00 
was not won the number was 864, this week it 
jackpots to $120.00.   LTPS/18/26042

The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for 
$550.00 was not won last week the number was 
250, this week it jackpots to $600.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042

Members must be present to claim any of the 
draws and present their current membership 
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have 
your membership card on your person when on 
the premises.  

NEIL DIAMOND – TRIBUTE SHOW  - Saturday June 
1 - tickets on sale now $25.00. 

BIRTHDAY VOUCHERS each month are also 
available at the bar at the beginning of the 
month.

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS FROM 6.00PM - $11.00 
Pizza’s and $6.00 Pints

THURSDAY NIGHTS – CHICKEN SCHNITZEL NIGHT - 
$12.50 – members only

SATURDAY NIGHTS – STEAK NIGHT - $12.50, and 

Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa RSL Club
NEW MEMBERS LUNCH SPECIAL MENU 

$12.00

order and meal off the Alacart menu and get 
kids meal for free – members only.

SUNDAY NIGHTS – Roast night specials. 

HAPPY HOUR

Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon

MEMBERS PRICES $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies

BISTRO HOURS – lunch 11.45pm – 2.00pm, 
evening 5.45pm to 8.00pm.

Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager

What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS NOT WON AND 
IS NOW AT A.... a outh watering $3072.00! We also 
have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts vouchers to 
be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between 
7.00 - 7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR
 Monday - Friday      5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and 
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro 
and on Facebook for specials.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 

the Merriwa Ringer by 
Mondays, at 12.00 noon. 
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Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Wednesdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

BINGO

Wednesday nights 6.30pm. Tickets on sale 
from 6.00pm. Lots of great prizes to be won. All 
welcome.

BOWLS

Casual Bowls available. 

GOLF

Casual Golf available. Donations in honesty box.

RESTAURANT

Chinese/Australian Restaurant closed Mondays.

Open for dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 
8.30pm. 

Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon 
to 2.00pm. 

CHINESE SMORGASBORD
Sunday May 26

Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entrée, 
mains and desserts.

For bookings and take away - 6548 3228.

WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle - May 4
Saturday members draw, no 46 was not won – 
next week $120.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week 
$280.00

Dinner:   Mark Tailby
Free Tickets:   Marc Previati
Bowls Raffle:    Marc Previati  

Sunday May 5
Members draw, no 103 was won – next week 
$600.00.

Des Snelgrove

Merriwa Sports Club

Merriwa RLFC Club

against Scone, which was their first comp game. 
They were quick right from the start and as usual, 
fairly fiery. At one point it looked like the Magpies 
were going to come back with a score of 10-4 
to Scone. Unfortunately this did not happen. 
Scone running away with the win of 28-10. Get 
to training girls and lets do our drills like we mean 
it.

Players player: Mackenzie Blackadder

Reserve Grade kicked off at 12.30pm, we knew 
this game was going to be slightly harder than 
Murrurundi. Merriwa hit the ball up hard and had 
good defence which will always give you the 
upper hand in a game. It was a great game to 
watch, especially when winning and even when 
it was the nail biting stages. Finally score 22-14. 
Well done boys, continue to get to training. This 
week it’s Tuesday and Friday. 

Players player: Jack Bowditch

Our next game is:  Saturday May 11 at home 
against Aberdeen. Ladies League Tag at 2.00pm 
and Reserve Grade at 3.00pm. Come and cheer 
the Magpies on. 

If you’d like to purchase Supporters gear, head 
to Merriwa Sports Club and ask the friendly staff. 
There are polos, hoodies and jerseys available.

Jessyca Morgan

N
ew

s Sporting
On Sunday, Merriwa travelled to Scone 
for their second match of the season.

 The Ladies League Tag came up 

WOMEN’S BOWLS

Social Mixed Bowls is held on Wednesday’s at 
10.30am. New players are welcome, so come 
along and enjoy a great friendship  and good 
bowling along with a lot of enjoyment. Bowls 
available at club.

Loretta Cooper
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Merriwa Junior Rugby League 
Football Club The 2018/19 season saw us reach new heights in 

terms of registrations with 60 members.  

We had a lot of firsts this season. We introduced 
a record booklet and time tabs which proved 
popular. We sent six athletes to Sydney for 
a training camp in December. We ran a 
Masterclass Clinic in February with a few of 
Australia’s top coaches and to top it all off we 
managed to get 16 athletes to Zones, ten to 
Regionals and one to State. 

We also did very well raising money through 
grants, donations and club fundraising which 
has enabled us to purchase new equipment, 
cover our running costs but more importantly, 
invest in our athletes with several specialised 
training opportunities. 

I am delighted to say, we have enough in the 
kitty to run a second Masterclass next season 
and have attracted a third grant to commence 
another initiative, the Merriwa Development 
Squad which will involve training with a National 
accredited coach on the synthetic track at 
Glendale once a month throughout the season 
for athletes 10 years and over. More details to 
follow!

Of course none of these projects could be 
delivered without a great team of volunteers 
behind the scenes. Sincere thanks to De 
Patterson for making sure our finances are in 
order,  Mel Bates for doing such a brilliant job 
as registrar and uniforms. Emma Henderson 
for being our web ‘wonder woman’. Emma 
Sparrow for being our BBQ and street stall queen 
and Darren Taaffe for line marking. 

To our coaches – Belinda and Ben Keane, Jamie 
Munro, Robert McDonald, Raymond and Blair 
Osborne a sincere thank you. To our parent 
helpers Ainsley Maben, Kayla and Nathan Barry 
and Julia Hardy who stepped in this year to take 
on Tots. To our junior coaches Jackson Keane 
and Jorji Taaffe for helping keep the younger 
athletes in line and leading by example always. 
You do us proud. 

Our first carnival was Aberdeen Gala Day we 
had over 30 athletes.  Next was the Hunter Zone 
Championships in Cessnock - sixteen athletes. 
The Regional Championships at Glendale and 
our team of ten achieved 12 personal bests, 
made 15 finals, eleven placed in the TOP SIX 
and Georgia Maben brought home a bronze 
medal in the 800m. To top it all off Darcy Taaffe 
qualified for the NSW State Championships to 

Merriwa Little Athletics

Our next home game will be on the Saturday 
May 25. Please help out wherever you can with 
setup/packup or in the canteen. Many hands 
make light work and it was great to see so many 
helpers for Round 1. A reminder that if you are 
volunteering your time with our club in any 
capacity PLEASE register yourself as a volunteer 
at www.playnrl.com

ROUND 4 AT SINGLETON

Player of the Week

Merriwa Tyre and Service Centre Under 6 – 
Maddie Maben

Russells Earthmoving Under 7 – Tommy Booth

M o r g a n ’ s 
Maintenance Under 8 
– Paige Walker

Merriwa Engineering 
Under 9 – Jai Wright

ROUND 4 AT MERRIWA 

Player of the Week GLT

Sponsored by Merriwa 
RSL Club

Under 12 – to be 
advised

Under 14 – Mia Jacobs

Under 16 – Brodie McMillan

Fiona Morgan



Merriwa RingerPage 38

GARAGE SALE 
SATURDAY MAY 11 FROM 9.00AM

MOVING SALE. COMPLETE HOUSE CONTENTS ALL 
GOING CHEAP

PINE DRESSERS x 2, COFFEE TABLES, TV CABINET, 
BAR FRIDGE, MICROWAVE, KITCHEN TABLE AND 
CHAIRS, BEDSIDE TABLES x4, 3 COMFY SINGLE BEDS 
PLUS COUCHES/SPARE BEDS, BARBEQUE TABLE 
AND BENCH SEATS, CROCKERY, KITCHEN UTENSILS, 
BOOKS, GARDENING TOOLS, HEATERS, PEDESTAL 

FAN,  
PLUS A FREE WORKING WASHING MACHINE,

All undercover, so still on if raining.
For early furniture enquiries ring Sandra on 0427 

824 729 (Before 8.30pm)

12 Langley Street MERRIWA

finish 11th overall in the final of the 1500m.

With a season like this behind us, I am sure the 
best is yet to come. 

2018/19 AWARD WINNERS

Tiny Tot Encouragement Awards - Shyla 
McLoughlin, Ashleigh Keane, Nicholas Hockings, 
Nicholas Campbell

Junior Encouragement Award - Amelia Clarke, 
Dominic McDonald

Junior ‘Top Effort’ Award - Maclaine Spinks, 
Joshua Sawley

Sportsmanship award – David Googe

Most Improved – Jeremy Clarke, Grace Collits

Perpetual - Junior Encouragement Award - Eden 
Barry

Perpetual - Senior Encouragement Award – 
Rachel Hunt

Coaches Award – Thomas Hunt

Junior Sportsperson of the Year – Georgia Maben

Senior Sportsperson of the Year – Darcy Taaffe

Club Person of the Year – Belinda Keane

A HUGE THANKS to our 2018/19 supporters….              
Rotary Club of Merriwa

Max’s Country Cuts
Merriwa Pharmacy

Cross Country Merriwa
Merriwa IGA

Regional Australia Bank
Eva Towler - 100 club

Welderup
Elders Merriwa

Eat 153
Aussie Helpers – Brian 

Egan
Susan Duggan - Quilts

CRT Merriwa
Merriwa Park Run 

Coles
NSW Office of Sport

Merriwa Welcoming 
Centre and Mens Shed
Tiger Fitness and 

Training
Upper Hunter Shire 

Council
Little Athletics NSW

Merriwa RSL 
Hilton Cronin

Tash Taaffe
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PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

DRAFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 2017/2018 - 2020/2021 AND  
OPERATIONAL PLAN 2019/2020

The Community Strategic Plan (CSP) 
2027 is Council’s overarching Strategy 
document and the Delivery Program 
2017/2018-2020/2021 is where the 
directions and strategies in the CSP 
2027 are translated into actions to be 
undertaken during the four (4) years. 
The Operational Plan 2019/2020 
includes a detailed budget, proposed 
fees and charges, and rating structure.

At the Council Meeting on Monday 29 
April 2019, the Draft Delivery Program 
2017/2018 - 2020/2021 and Operational 
Plan 2019/2020 were endorsed for 
Public Exhibition.

Upcoming Public Meetings

Monday 13 May 6.00-7.30pm Community Hall, Aberdeen

Tuesday 14 May 6.00-7.30pm Council Chamber, Scone

Monday 20 May 5.00-6.00pm Community Hall, Cassilis

Monday 20 May 7.00-8.30pm  School of Arts Hall, Merriwa

Wednesday 22 May 6.00-7.30pm CWA Rooms, Murrurundi

Public Exhibition Period - Wednesday 1 May to Monday 3 June 2019.
Written submissions to the Plans can be provided at a public meeting, 
in person at Council offices, online at upperhunter.nsw.gov.au, by email 
council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au or by post by Monday 3 June 2019.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
If you are experiencing di�  culties with relationships, family and 
friends, or have school/career questions book a free consultation 
with an Upper Hunter Shire Youth Services Counsellor.

All services are free and confi dential. Assistance with accessing 
specialist services is provided.

SPEAK TO US NOW. Call Mary on 0439 090 891 or email 
youthservices@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au

UPPERHUNTER.NSW.GOV.AU

Visit the Council website to fi nd out more
email: youthservices@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au
Find your nearest youth centre on Facebook

UPPERHUNTER.NSW.GOV.AU

POSITION VACANT

YOUTH WORKER ASSISTANT

MERRIWA
Permanent part time - 6 hrs/week

Enquiries: Mary Spora, Youth 
Services Supervisor on 0439 
090 891 (9am -4pm Monday to 
only)

Salary: $946.60 - $1060.20 per 
38 hr week

Closing Date: 4pm, Monday 20 
May 2019

Please apply online via 
Council’s positions vacant 
page, upperhunter.nsw.gov.au
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DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the 
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the 
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in 
articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute 
recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. 
Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the 
Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to claim a 
date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing the 

community for 29 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 

claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 

spelling and terminology.

MAY

Friday 10 Meals on Wheels Street Stall
Merriwa Anglican Womens Guild Morning Tea - CWA Rooms - 10.00am

Thursday 16 Mosaick Workshop - Gummun Place Hostel - 10.00-12.00, 1.00-3.00pm

Saturday 18 Merriwa Fire Brigade Open Day10.00am-2.00pm

Wednesday 22 Waltz Back in Time - Gummun Place Hostel - 10.00-12.00noon

Thursday 23 Twilight Bingo - Gummun Place Hostel - 3.00-5.00pm

Friday 24 Red Cross Street Stall
Sandy Hollow Biggest Morning Tea - Community Hall - 9.00am

Thursday 30 Mosaick Workshop - Gummun Place Hostel - 10.00-12.00, 1.00-3.00pm

JUNE

Friday 7 Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces Grand Opening - Music by the Ohs - Merriwa RSL CLub 
- 5.30pm

Saturday 8 Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces

Sunday 9 Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces

JULY

Saturday 20 Anglican Parish Christmas in July


