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Teaching someone
to drive can be a
happy experience.
You can learn all the simple steps on how to teach a
learner driver at a FREE two hour workshop.
The next workshop in your area will be held:

Thursday
November 29
5.30pm – 7.30pm

Merriwa Library

0429 664 036

34-40 Vennacher
St, Merriwa

(Bookings are
essential)

Helping learner drivers
become safe drivers
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Merriwa Central
School
Principal’s Report
Congratulations to our student leaders
who represented our school at the town
Remembrance Ceremony. The ceremony
marked 100 years since the end of World War
1 and the signing of the armistice in November
1918. At the time it was heralded as the war to
end all wars however history tells a very different
story.

NEW STAFF
Mr Harley Hannon has joined the secondary staff
this week on a temporary engagement, prior to
his permanent appointment in 2019. Mr Hannon
has recently graduated from the University of
Newcastle, and will commence a permanent
appointment as a mathematics teacher next
year.

NEW UNIFORM
Don’t forget our two for one deal on the new
school unisex polo tops for students Kindergarten
- Year10.
Place your order now for delivery next year and
take a advantage of the introductory special
offer.
Vouchers have been printed in this edition of
the Ringer.
ROAR DONATION
The recent Bugger the Drought party was a
huge success, thanks to the Welcoming Centre
and its organiser Edith Shipway. The committee
were so impressed by the contribution of our
ROAR students on the day and their ongoing
engagement with community events they
decided to make a $500.00 donation towards
the program. Thank you from Mr Grant and
ROAR students.

Darren Noonan
Principal

Merriwa Ringer
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Primary Report

SPECIAL AWARDS

Students participated in Australia’s first ever
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Positive Education Day, on Friday November 2.
Congratulations to our students’ of the week, The day’s theme – Colour Your Threads for Pos
who were displaying positive attitudes in the Ed – saw our students and teachers wearing
classroom. Well done!
colourful clothing and participating in various
activities to make Positive Education visible in
Kindergarten
Alby Caban
BRONZE AWARD
Year 1 		Arthur Llewelyn
Year 2 		Catherine Circosta
Year 3/4		
Verity Spinks
Year 4/5		
Jackson Whitby,
			
(Week 3 - Cody Daniel)
Library 		Paige Carrall

Matilda Clark, Montana Peel, Thomas
Kneeves, Daniel Kneeves, Kayden Adams
SILVER AWARD

CLASS OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to Year 3/4 for receiving the
‘Class of the Week’ award. This week’s focus
was on Home readers. Well done Year 3/4!

Zac Walker, Brooke Sampson, Ruby
Gollan and Alexander Googe
GOLD AWARD

Kaelyn Rondel
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KINDERGARTEN TRANSITION
Once again, our Kindergarten students for 2019
happily arrived at school ready to play and
learn. All students have been very eager to
demonstrate their literacy and numeracy skills
and we spent our class time reading, writing,
counting, playing and colouring.
Our new students spent time during recess and
lunch breaks eating and playing games with
their Year 4 and 5 ‘buddies’. It has been lovely
watching our new Kindergarten students begin
to form such special friendships with one another.
I have been amazed with how quickly our
new students have settled into ‘big school’
routines. Parents should be very proud of how
independent their children are already.

Isabella and Layla colouring in

Emma Garbellini
The next transition will be Tuesday November
20 and students will attend from 9.00am until
HANDS ON THE ROCK FIELD TRIP
2.00pm. Students will once again be required to
pack fruit, a drink bottle, recess food, lunch food On Monday, November 5, Years 3 and 4 travelled
to Hands on Rock and The Drip. Students
and a hat in their school bag.
explored the historic home of the indigenous
aboriginal tribe, the Wiradjuri. They created their
own Hands on Rock artwork, made and cooked
damper, as well as saw the magnificent scenery
of The Drip.

Connor and Alfred playing with the marble run

Ryleigh and Matilda reading
Merriwa Ringer
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Talia Morgan
Relieving Assistant Principal
REMEMBRANCE DAY
Merriwa Central School had a strong
representation at Sunday’s Remembrance
Day service in Merriwa, with our Secondary
School Captain Nicholas Thorburn and ViceCaptain Sarah Nairne presenting an eloquent
and high quality presentation to the guests.
Congratulations to these two, along with Primary
captains Brooklyn Blackadder and Damien
Constable, who were joined by Josie Porter,
Ellie-Mai Whitby and Mia Morgan. All students
looked fantastic in full summer school uniform
and represented our school in a respectful and
proud manner. Thanks also to Mr White and
Miss Mason for attending and supporting the
students.

Above Right:
Damien Constable,
Ellie-Mai Whitby,
Brooklyn
Blackadder, Mia
Morgan and Josie
Porter attend
Remembrance Day
Right: Ellie-Mai
Whitby, Nicholas
Thorburn, Brooklyn
Blackadder and
Damien Constable
with remembrance
wreath
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CANCER COUNCIL AND BHP SUPPORT MERRIWA
CENTRAL SCHOOL
he Upper Hunter Cancer Council recently
received a grant from BHP Muswellbrook to
donate signs, dispenser stations and sunscreen
to a number of local schools. Merriwa Central
School primary campus was recently visited by
Mr Glen Parsons from the Cancer Council, who
delivered these items for presentation at our
next assembly.

sport into our LOTE lesson has proved to be an
excellent teaching tool, as now all students are
able to confidently count in Italian.

At last Friday’s assembly, our school captains
Brooklyn and Damien were thrilled to accept
the equipment on behalf of all students and
staff. Thanks to the Cancer Council and BHP for
helping us to share the message of staying safe
in the sun!

Kate Jones
Assistant Principal

Secondary Report

During this semester Year 8 LOTE have been
having fun coming up with new and exciting
ways to engage in the language of Italian.
We have been studying Italian culture as well
as learning the linguistic language of Italian.
This term students have mastered greetings,
introductions, numbers and colours. Students
particularly found interest in our newly invented
game of “numbers soccer” which required
the students to each have an Italian number
taped to their backs in two teams. In order to
communicate around the field students were
required to call out the Italian number and if they
were caught using English numbers or names,
they were stuck in the mud for 30 seconds whilst
the game continued around them. This activity
got the children used to the pronunciation of
the Italian numbers and required them to count
in both directions very quickly. Incorporating
Merriwa Ringer

Gabrielle Borrelli
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CAREER NEWS
Southern Cross University – Special Bonus
Schemes
Regional Year 12 Bonus Scheme
At Southern Cross University we recognise that
Year 12 students from our region may not always
have the same opportunities as students in
capital cities. We add five bonus ATAR points
or two OP levels (Queensland selection rank
points) for students who attend schools or TAFE
colleges in the Greater Gold Coast, Northern
Rivers, Mid North Coast, Upper Hunter, Namoi,
New England, or North West NSW regions. School
leavers from within these regions may also be
eligible for the STAR Early Entry scheme.
Special Subject Bonus Scheme
We believe that your ability to undertake a
university course can also be measured by
looking at a combination of the Year 12 subjects
you have taken at high school and your overall
score, rather than looking at your ATAR/OP
alone. Southern Cross University may award
bonus points to you based on your performance
in selected Year 12 subjects that we believe will
better prepare you for the demands of your
chosen university study.
https://www.scu.edu.au/study-at-scu/highschool-students/entry-pathways/atar-and-opbonus-points/
Pre-Apprenticeship Courses
Apprenticeships R Us alongside My Trade Start
is conducting pre-apprenticeship courses for
those considering a career in the automotive or
construction industry. NSW Government funded
for individuals aged 15 to 24.

Visit site below for information on course
locations and dates. Please call 02 9891 6900 to
discuss further.
https://www.apprus.com.au/preapprenticeship
The Best Jobs Of The Future
What jobs will be in demand in the future? You
don’t need a crystal ball to find out. According
to a report by the World Economic Forum, here
are the 8 jobs every company will be hiring for!
https://www.careerfaqs.com.au/news/newsand-views/future-jobs
How Much Do You Need To Earn To Be Happy?
Can money buy you happiness? A study from
Princeton University reveals the magic number
when it comes to the ideal salary for maximising
happiness.
https://www.careerfaqs.com.au/news/newsand-views/how-much-do-you-need-to-earn-tobe-happy
GenTech Bootcamp - Scholarships for 2018
School Leavers
Applications close November 25
Begins March 2019
As part of the 2018 Higher Pathways program, J.P.
Morgan and the Foundation for Young Australians
have GenTech Bootcamp Scholarships for 2018
Year 11 and 12 school leavers. The GenTech
bootcamp is an immersive coding bootcamp
for 18-25 year olds. The Gentech-er builds their
skills 3 days a week at Coder Academy’s Ultimo
campus, from March to December 2019.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
FAVOURITE CLASS: 			
Maths, because I find it the most 		
					
useful for everyday life and I like a
					challenge
BEST PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT:

Getting Dux primary school

HOBBIES: 				

League Tag, hanging out with friends

FUTURE GOALS:
		
I would like to become a writer or
					something to do with Maths
YEAR ADVISOR COMMENT:
Samantha is a responsible and respectful student. She is a high achiever
and likes to learn as much as she can. Samantha has great leadership
qualities and is a fantastic role model to all. She is calm, respectful and
mature beyond her years. I look forward to reading some of her poetry
and quotes in the near future.
Ashleigh Golden - Year Advisor
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Samantha Bristow
Year 7
Merriwa Ringer

Coder Academy are also offering Diversity
Scholarships
https://coderacademy.edu.au/gentech
Women In Tech scholarship:
https://coderacademy.edu.au/fast-track/
scholarships
Fee-help is also available.
Contact details at: https://coderacademy.edu.
au/contact
Leanne Ong - leanne.ong@fya.org.au or 0432
307 789.
Army Navy Air Force Defence Information
Sessions NSW
See all:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/
DefenceJobsAustralia/events/
Defence Forces Regional and Sydney Meetings
November 15 Tamworth: Women in Defence
Information Session. Monday 6.00pm at Diggers,
Tamworth NSW
November 22 Newcastle: Defence Careers
Information Session. Thursday 6.00pm at Defence
Force Recruiting Newcastle NSW.
If you have any further career enquiries please
contact me at school.
Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor

CUT OUT VOUCHER

NEW UNISEX POLO TOP
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER

“TWO FOR ONE DEAL”
Two unisex polo’s for the price of one
Yes, I would like to accept the Merriwa
Central School and P and C’s special
introductory offer.
STUDENT NAME: ................................................
PARENT SIGNATURE: ..................................
DATE: ..................................
PLACE ORDERS AT DI’S CLOTHING NOW FOR
DELIVERY IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2019.
Offer expires February 28, 2019.

FOR SALE BY TENDER
Limousin x Charolais Steer about
twelve months old
Approximate weight - 410kg
Viewing Tuesdays and Fridays
9.30-11.00am at School Agricultural plot
To organise a viewing please contact
Mr Charlie James, Merriwa Central
School on (02) 6548 2119 or email
charlie.james4@det.nsw.edu.au

Tenders close Friday November 16

Merriwa Ringer
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St Joseph’s
Primary School
It’s hard to believe that we are into Week 5 of
Term 4.
This week we welcome Miss Naomi Rodwell
who is a student from Newcastle University. She
will be with us for the next four weeks and we
are looking forward to getting to know her and
showing her what a wonderful class that we are.
POSITIVE EDUCATION
Over the last couple of weeks students
completed artwork displaying their strengths.
Emily Wright created an artwork where she
focused on her strength of ‘Appreciation
of Beauty and Strengths’. Emily’s artwork
demonstrates the importance of eyes and how
they are what we use to appreciate the beauty
which surrounds us. Her artwork has been entered
in the Where there’s a Will art competition.

5 is on Thursday November 15 where they will be
travelling to St Mary’s Scone to participate with
other Year 5 students from the Upper Hunter in a
Leadership Day.
MATHS ENRICHMENT DAY
Last Wednesday Helena, Darcy, Jack and Cody
went to St Mary’s Scone to participate in a Maths
Challenge Day against St Joseph’s Denman, St
Mary’s Scone and St James Muswellbrook.
The first thing we did there was something called
fermi questions for example,
1. How many kilos are 100-dollar coins?
2. How long is the hall?
After recess we rotated around tables and at
every table there was an activity, some hard,
some easy and some were fun.
After lunch we participated in the Physical Maths
Challenges. We did particularly well in a lot of
these challenges and enjoyed the challenges. It
was good to work together as a team.
By Cody Bates and Jack Shannon

TRANSITION DAYS
As Year 6 are in their final weeks of Primary school
many have begun their transition to High School.
This is an important and exciting time for the
students and we look forward to hearing about
their adventures on their return to the classroom.
Also, Year 5 are beginning their transition to the
school leadership. The first major event for Year
Page 10
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PUBLIC SPEAKING
On November 8, eight students from St Joseph’s
travelled to St James Muswellbrook to compete
in the Regional Public Speaking competition.
It was a truly amazing day and it was a great
experience for all of us. Throughout the day
K/1/2 had to complete a prepared speech and
Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 completed a prepared
speech and an impromptu speech. Some of the
complicated but breathtaking speech topics
where:
•
•
•
•

Kindergarten-Happiness
Stage 1-Love
Stage 2-Courage and Social Media
Stage 3-Tolerance and Social Media

Every one that competed did extremely
well, showed great sportsmanship and were
fantastic role models for our school. Two of the
eight very talented students got through to
Diocesan Public Speaking on November 13 at
the Catholic Schools Office in Newcastle. So,
congratulations to Annabelle Hunt and Arlia
Parker who came second. We also congratulate
Eden Barry, Isabel Williams, Rihanna Hunt, Lula
Peebles, Darcy Taaffe and Helena Parker who
participated very well at the Regional Public
Speaking competition.
By Helena Parker and Darcy Taaffe

environment around and on Macquarie Island.
The students are looking at how their actions
can affect others.
Congratulations to the following award winners:
Kindergarten - Tommy Booth – for effectively
applying skip counting strategies to solve
multiplication and division problems and explain
reasoning
Stage 1 - Olivia Purcell – for her enthusiastic
and mature approach to all learning areas and
for demonstrating leadership qualities in the
classroom
Wills Mulligan – for applying his scientific
knowledge about the water cycle to identify
the ways water is stored and used in city and
country regions
Stage 2 - Ben Patterson – for his enthusiastic
approach towards learning, especially in
research tasks in Geography and multiplication
and division in Mathematics
Arlia Parker – for outstanding skills and
confidence shown throughout the public
speaking competitions and for being selected
for the diocesan competition
Stage 3 - Rachael Hunt - for demonstrating a
mature approach to all her learning
Arfan Isam - for demonstrating a deep
knowledge and understanding of the creation
story and how it impacts on us today
Principal’s Awards - William Collins - for an
enthusiastic and interested approach to learning
Spirit of St Joseph - Levi Hourn - Levi is very reliable
and a great role model for other students.
He has been very willing to support other
students who are experiencing difficulties. Levi
helps them or asks a teacher to help (but does
not make a big deal out of it).

During Religion we are focusing on the gift of
Creation. We know that in the Creation story
God created us last. When we reflected on this,
students were able to understand the important
role we play in looking after the Earth, but also
the fact God wanted everything perfect for us
before he made man. We play an important role
in looking after the world and being stewards of
creation.
This is also evident in our Geography topic where
we are currently investigating Macquarie Island
and the impact of human interaction with the
Merriwa Ringer

He is trying really hard with his school work
(excellent homework and asks for extra tasks if
he doesn’t understand what we do in class).
Levi displays great sportsmanship in cricket and
he supports those who get out and get upset.
He makes sure that he says good morning
every morning Levi has great manners in the
classroom, in the playground and when out in
the community.
Congratulations Levi!
Anne Marie Peebles
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poems.

Cassilis Public
Inside I can hear the howling of the wind.
CASSILIS
PUBLIC SCHOOL
Inside I can smell the inky texta in front of me.
School
STUDENT OF THE WEEK PAUL ANDERSON
Paul has been given this
award for his continuing
effort
and
pleasing
contribution at school. He
read ‘Eggs for Breakfast’
with improving strategies
and great effort. Mrs.
Nairne was impressed
with his understanding
of before and after numbers and counting
backwards from 9. Paul was a keen participant
in all phonics activities and enjoyed sorting
pictures depending on their initial sound.
He worked well in groups and participated in
discussions. The teachers always enjoy hearing
how Paul connects a story to his own experiences.
He has a lovely energy for learning.
On Friday Paul showed respect during our
Remembrance Day assembly.
Congratulations Paul on your achievements and
efforts. You should feel very proud of yourself.
INSIDE/OUTSIDE POEMS
Last week students investigated what they could
hear, smell, taste, see and feel inside and outside
of the classroom. These are the impressive poems
which were created.
Outside I saw a bird flying high up in the sky.
Outside I smelt the fresh air.
Outside I heard the buzzing of a snake detector.
Outside I felt the hard concrete under my feet.
Skylah
Outside
Outside I can see large patches of grass on the
oval
Outside I can smell sweet flowers in the garden.
Outside I hear birds chirping as they fly around.
Outside I feel soft grass living all around me.
Inside
Inside I can see everyone working on their
Page 12

Inside I can touch my wooden desk I’m writing
on.
Isabelle
Outside
Outside I can feel the soft grass flattening as I
stepped on it.
Outside I can see lots of trees swaying in the
wind.
Outside I can hear lots of birds chirping and
whistling.
Inside
Inside I can see blank computer screens.
Inside I can hear the windows rattling.
Inside I can feel the soft carpet underneath.
Inside I can smell the air coming from the air
conditioner.
Sophie
Outside I saw a bird flying around the playground
Outside I felt a slight breeze on my arms
Outside I smelt sweet flowers
Outside I heard a bird chirping
Inside I heard the wind moving the trees
Inside I saw the computer screens turn on
Ben
Inside
Inside I can see light reflecting off the whiteboard.
Inside I can hear the air conditioner humming
quietly.
Inside I can feel the smoothness of the texta.
Inside I can smell cold air from the air conditioner.
Dylan
CASSILIS RESPECTFULLY REMEMBERS
This year’s Remembrance Day marks 100 years
since the armistice was signed, bringing an end
to WW1.
The students of Cassilis paid their respect at
Merriwa Ringer

Friday’s assembly including Sophie, Dylan and
Isabelle beautifully and thoughtfully reading ‘In
Flanders Field’.

GUN FIRE BY DYLAN MCLENNAN
As I lay in a trench
I can hear gun fire
Blasting above my heart
Even though it’s frightening
I must serve my country
My battalion
And everything else
When I emerge
I see dead soldiers
Some mates some not
I then see poppies
Large and red
I place one on
Each soldier
With respect
DELICIOUS AND HEALTHY
Last week in cooking students created chicken
and vegetable spring rolls.
While some students preferred them with the
dipping sauce, all students said how yummy
they were and how cool it was to watch the
paper change in the water.
WHAT HAPPENED IN KINDERGARTEN MATH’S
TODAY?
Students in Kindergarten today practiced
identifying dot patterns 0-10. The important thing
is to practice, practice, and practice.
Paul used some clever strategies to know that 6
and 4 makes 10 and then to match it to the tens
frame.

Merriwa Ringer

Katie Burgess
Teaching Principal
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Sandy Hollow
Public School

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION
During Week 4 the children attended school
for their second complete day without their
parents. The children’s activities commenced
with revising last week’s focus on listening. They
were reminded that it is important to look at the
person who is speaking, keep their bodies still
and to think about what is being said to them.
Then they concentrated on learning the skills
associated with; ‘Using Nice Talk, Saying Please
and Thank you’. This lesson was enhanced
through the storybook, ‘John Brown, Rose and
the Midnight Cat. To ensure the children grasp
the concept they were also involved in role plays
and craft activities based on the story.
Following recess, the days of the week were
revised. Numbers one to ten were introduced
through the book ‘One Hundred Spiders’. To
conclude this session a variety of number games
were played and rhymes were shared.

to develop a sense of belonging.
UPPER HUNTER CONSERVATORIUM OF MUSIC
PERFORMANCE
Last Friday we were very fortunate to have
members of the Upper Hunter Conservatorium of
Music visit us at Sandy Hollow in commemoration
of the centenary of Armistice Day. We were
captivated by a story read to us that had a
deep message of gratitude to all the people
who served in World War One and all the wars
since.
Our students listened to beautifully sung songs
that were also about this time in our history
and enjoyed the cello accompaniment. A
demonstration of military bugle calls, were
played on a trumpet and the difference
between a bugle and a trumpet was explained
to the students.
The Conservatorium members were very
generous with their time allowing the children to
have a ‘hands on’ experience with each of the
instruments.
It was wonderful for the students to experience
this performance prior to our Remembrance
Day Service on Monday.

PEER SUPPORT
This year we implemented our Peer Support
Program in Week 3, following two days of
training for the 2018 peer leaders; Riley, Andrew,
Shaneka and Kallie. Throughout this time the
students recognised the responsibility of being a
Peer Leader and thoughtfully engaged in all of
the activities.
Each Wednesday afternoon the whole school
is involved in this program. The students are
grouped across all classes. Our Peer Leaders run
supervised sessions to develop protective factors
and strengthen positive relationships across the
school. The Peer Leaders work with these small
groups of students.
Over the past two weeks the topics that have
been covered are ‘Feeling Safe’ and ‘Strong Me’.
During these sessions, the students participated
in activities to get to know each member of
their group, how to use a range of social skills,
prompting engagement in a productive manner.
The students are encouraged to identify their
personal strengths as a key protective factor
to address bullying and look at ways of utilising
these positive attributes to support themselves
and others to build resilience. It also establishes
a safe learning environment where the peer
group feels able to join in, share and contribute
Page 14
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Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Women’s Guild Meeting - First Thursday
Monthly
Messy Church - Parish Hall - Last Friday
Monthly: 3.30pm
REFLECTION: Pentecost 25 Mark 13:24-32 Read
the Signs
As we near the end of the liturgical season, the
Gospel is stressing the importance of reading the
signs. We do this in many aspects of ordinary life.
We might watch the dollar to see if it is a good
time to travel overseas. We keep an eye on the
petrol gauge in our cars. We check the weather
to know what to wear. Jesus uses the symbolism
of his Jewish Scriptures to speak about the
ending of this world and the coming of God’s
reign. He says, ‘Read the signs’.

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Shaneka – being tolerant,
caring and patient in her
role as a Kindergarten
buddy.

Two thousand years later we no longer have an
expectation of the immediate end of the world
– except in science fiction. But we can certainly
live in expectation and awareness of God’s
presence in our lives. We can live each day alert
to discovering God just around the corner. How
will I meet God today? Will it be in the face of
an upset child? The listening ear of a friend? The
unwanted interruption to my plans? The quiet
reflective moment in my day? God comes to us
in so many ways – if we can read the signs.
In the first century, the Jewish world was living with
a heightened sense that this world was about to
end and that God’s reign was about to begin.
Evil appeared to have the upper hand and so
surely, now, God would intervene. The ancient
world looked to cosmic signs to announce God’s
coming, but Jesus’ parable of the lowly fig tree
suggests we look to the ordinary and familiary.

WORKER OF THE WEEK
Taylan
WEEKLY AWARDS
•

Riley - excellent
effort in writing

•

Bill - great effort in singing and dance

•

Eli P - wonderful effort in writing

•

Isabelle - consistent effort in mathematics

•

Reagan - excellent presentation of her
speech on the environment

•

Makiah - working well on sharing activities

•

Tyler - YCDI - showing resilience when working
on tricky tasks

(From “Sundays Under the Southern Cross” by
Mary Coloe PBVM)
DON’T FORGET
Sunday Eucharist 10.00am at Holy Trinity
Messy Church November 30, last one for the
year
Christmas Carols in the Park December 16 at
7.00pm.
Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Pauline Bullock
Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa
Pre‑School

and Activity Centre
Merriwa Pre-School has welcomed the news
that Start Strong funding will be extended to all
non-equity three year olds from January 1, 2019.
This is especially important for us as we have a
high number of children attending in this age
group, who have been totally unfunded for
quite some time. It will be fully phased in over
the next four years and we hope that a further
drop in fees may result in time.
We have been successful in a lot of applications
for funding and grants this year and we have
now applied for the second round of the Quality
Learning Environments program. This funding, if
approved will result in a new climbing and sliding
activity for the children that will include access
points for children with disabilities. A stage, a
rock climb, a rope pull and cargo net. We are
very excited and are eagerly awaiting the results
of our application. While waiting we can get on
with our current grant from the Upper Hunter
Shire to create our cultural hub. This will be an
area of flexible learning and discovery with a
bush food garden and mural. The workshop
itself will be enhanced with bark and branches,
natural tables and shelves. Also our thanks go
to the Upper Hunter Shire for waiving the fee
for the use of the School of Arts Building for our
Christmas celebrations this year.
While
saying
thank
you,
I
would like to
extend
our
appreciation to
the families that
accompanied us
on our excursion
to
Blackbutt
Reserve
and
to Cowans Bus
service for safely
conveying
us
all. We had a
wonderful day,
seeing sleeping koalas and long tailed lizards,
touching turtles and admiring the amazing
peacocks. The children enjoyed the variety of
play equipment at the reserve, especially the
long silver slides which were really a highlight for
many.
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Enrolments have been sent out for 2019 and we
would appreciate the forms be returned as soon
as possible for processing.
We welcome all new families and interested
members of the community to our information
evening. It will be held on Monday November
19 at 5.00pm.
I know this is a little scary to mention but…. The
Pre-School Christmas celebration will be held
on Wednesday December 19 at 5.00pm Just so
you have plenty of time to plan.
Leah Folpp
Director
Merriwa Ringer

News

Community Notice Board
Merriwa District Progress
Association

NOVEMBER MEETING
WHEN:		
6.00pm Wednesday November 21
WHERE:
RSL
This will be the last meeting for 2018 and everyone
is encouraged to attend. Enquiries to Secretary,
Beron Arden-Wood 6548 2245.
Beron Arden-Wood

Samaritans Purse Christmas
Boxes

Would those folk who have taken boxes kindly
have them to me by November 23, 2018.
If anyone would still like to fill a box of cheer for a
child, I have some on hand.
Delivery is a little later this year, but is arranged,
from Scone at end of November.
Thank you
Barbara Campbell
Coordinator

Merriwa Senior Citizens
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

WHEN:		

November 25 from 12 Noon

COST:		
Members $18.00
		Non-members $25.00
Raffle (Hamper prize) - tickets $1.00
Please contact Mary if you would like to attend
Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces
STREET STALL FRIDAY NOVEMBER 16
The year is rolling on, and it will soon be 2019,
with our Festival of the Fleeces with us before
we can turn around. With the drought affecting
everyone, and no end in sight, it will be difficult to
fund the Festival but with 28 successful Festivals
behind us we must give it our best shot.
Our first Fund Raiser is a Street Stall on Friday
November 16. Donations of any saleable items
would be very much appreciated.

Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary
GUEST SPEAKER SUBJECT – DEMENTIA
Our next meeting will be held on Friday
November 16 to be held at the MPS Meeting
room (turn left after entering the hospital). The
meeting will be held at 1.00pm as we have a
guest speaker. Celeste Bond, Community Health
Muswellbrook, will be talking to us on Dementia.
All members of the auxiliary are encouraged
to attend and we welcome any community
people who would like to learn more on
dementia. Everyone is welcome to attend.
STREET STALL
Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary has a street stall
coming up on Friday December 14. We would
love to receive cakes, slices, biscuits and
produce from our Merriwa community to sell on
the day. All proceeds from our fundraising go to
our Merriwa MPS on the purchase of equipment
for our patients and staff. We will have a raffle
of Christmas Cheer Hamper and a 100 club on
the day.
Elaine Sparrow

Country Women’s Association of NSW
EDUCATIONAL GRANTS
The CWA is offering the following two grants:
JEAN LATHAM EDUCATION GRANT
This grant is valued at $300.00 for a Year 11
entering Year 12 in 2019. Application forms are
available at Merriwa Central School Secondary
campus.
HUNTER RIVER GROUP EDUCATIONAL GRANT
This grant is valued at $500.00 for a student
entering tertiary education who resides in the
boundaries of the Hunter River Group. Mature
aged students may also apply. Application
forms are available at the Merriwa Central
School Secondary campus.
Applications for both grants close December 1,
2018 with the Merriwa Branch of the CWA.
For further information please contact Robyn
McAlister 0429 487 24.
Robyn McAlister

Barbara Campbell
Stall Organiser
Merriwa Ringer
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Let’s Get Cooking

BLUEBERRY AND LEMON RICOTTA SLICE
Baking in shallow tray 33cm by 23cm
THE CRUST

In the food processor, mix together
•
•
•

2 cups wholemeal plain flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
3 good dessertspoons of brown sugar

Add 3 good dessert spoons of butter and
continue processing for a minute until it resembles
breadcrumbs.

blueberries. They should be almost but not quite
covered by filling.
Sprinkle the reserved 2/3 cup of crust over the
top.
Bake in a medium oven for another 35 to 40
minutes until set. It will firm up a little more as it
cools.
Cool in the tray, then slice up and remove with
a cake slice.
http://witcheskitchen.com.au/blueberry-andlemon-ricotta-slice/

Reserve 2/3 of a cup of crust mix, and press the
rest into the base of your baking tray. Press down
hard.
Pop it into the oven to bake for 15 minutes, while
you make the filling.
FILLING
You don’t need to wash the food processor.
Blend together:
•
•
•
•
•

250gm ricotta
100gm low fat plain yoghurt
3 dessertspoons of brown sugar
Juice and zest of a large lemon
3 large eggs (or 4 small)
ASSEMBLING

Pour the filling over the crust. Sprinkle in 2 cups of

Doing it for the Farmers

Contact numbers for our farmers:
Drought Angels – Ph 0447 129 681 (Tash)
Need for feed Lions Club
Ph 0409 548 414 (Nicki)
– Ph 0459 444 111
Aussie Helpers – Ph 1300 665 232
Buy a Bale – Ph 1300 327 624

Page 18

Virtual Psychologist – Ph 1300 665 234 or
you can text 0488 807 266

Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa Country
Education Foundation

In Memory

TREVOR JOHN MCCLURE
5.4.1927 – 12.11.2018

MELBOURNE CUP THANKS
An incredibly successful Melbourne Cup Long
Lunch was held at the stunning “Brindley Park”
last Tuesday, with visitors from Scone, Coolah,
Sydney and the local area.
We were fortunate to hear from Juliet Peterson
of CEF and local recipient Lachlan Kemp, about
the support and work done by the CEF on a
local and wider level, and we thank them for
coming to speak to us.

Late of “Willunga” Wallunga Road, Cassilis.
Beloved husband of Annette, much loved father
of Angus, Susan, Roderick, Alastair (dec) and
their families.
A private burial has been held.
Macquarie Valley Funerals

Upper Hunter
Homeless
Suport

A truly spectacular long lunch catered by our
talented local Eat@153 team, fine wines from
Two Rivers and the iconic Melbourne Cup on
the big screen amongst such beautiful surrounds
made the event the place to be!
Special thanks must go to everyone at “Brindley
Park” who worked tirelessly to have the
gardens looking incredible! We are extremely
appreciative of the effort and generosity, such
a spectacular back drop for our lunch!
Thank you to Brindley Park, Eat@153, Two Rivers
Wines and our wonderful sponsors Cowans
Buses, Warren and Fiona Turner, www.merriwa.
nsw.au, Merriwa Tourist Welcoming Centre and
Merriwa IGA who helped us with our cause to
raise our profile and important funds for our
local students to help them realise their dreams!
To everyone who came and supported our
Melbourne Cup luncheon, our committee and
students thank you!
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Students wishing to apply for scholarships for
Tertiary, TAFE or apprenticeship assistance are
encouraged to apply online at https://cef.org.
au/apply-for-a-grant/
Applications are
December 2018.

due

now

and

close

Do you want to
make a difference
in people lives in
your community?
Do you care about social justice and human
rights?
Are you compassionate and caring?
Then we may have the right role for you!
We are currently seeking Board Members so why
not come along to our Annual General Meeting
to find out more.
WHEN:

12.00 pm Thursday December 6

WHERE:
The Hub – 180 Bridge Street 		
		Muswellbrook
RSVP By phoning 6542 5051 or emailing
administration@uhhsos.org.au.
Robyn Rawlinson

in

We look forward to seeing you again next
Melbourne Cup! Pop the date in your diary for
Tuesday November 5, 2019
Amanda Kemp
The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this
free service, please contact us before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa View Club

It’s beginning to look a lot like
Christmas

Merriwa View Club will meet this month for our
2018 Christmas Celebration.
WHEN:
WHERE:
TIME:
RSVP: 		
		

Thursday November 22
Eat@153
7.00pm for 7.30pm dinner, BYOG.
Jenny Johnson on 6548 2509 by 		
Monday November 19

Come along and enjoy a wonderful Christmas
dinner with our friendly group of ladies.
As this is our last dinner meeting for 2018 and
Christmas celebration, we are having a “Secret
Santa” gift giving. A present to the value of
$10.00 would be most appreciated.
We are still accepting donations of pens, pencils,
sharpeners, rubbers, rulers and small notebooks
for our “Learning Locally” bags to be presented
to the Kindergarten classes of 2019.
Hope to see you there.

Julie Smith

Merriwa Red Cross

CHRISTMAS STREET STALL - NOVEMBER 23
A raffle, 100 club and a Christmas bargain table
will operate with the stall providing Christmas
Goodies.
Members are reminded that the final Meeting
for Merriwa Red Cross will be held at the RSL
Club on Tuesday December 20 followed by
an afternoon tea. New members are always
welcome to attend.
May we take this opportunity to wish the Merriwa
community a very Happy Christmas and every
best wish for the New Year and thank you once
again for your support during 2018.
Cheree Walmsley

In Loving Memory

CARLA RAE GOLDING (NEE FOWLER)
God called you to heaven
November 11, 2009
The evening sun may set
But the hearts that loved you won’t forget
You have Dad for company now.
Loving memory Mum and Family

Carols in the Park

Carols in the Park will be on again this year.
WHEN:
TIME:
WHERE:

Sunday December 16
7.00pm
Apex Park

The Combined Christian Church’s of Merriwa
invite you to join us for the Carols in the Park on
Sunday December 16, to be held at 7.00pm
at Apex Park in Vennacher Street Merriwa. If
inclement weather prevails on the day, the
carols will be held in the School of Arts located
Bow street Merriwa.
Our local musicians and singers of renound,
along with singers from our local schools will also
perform. A sausage sizzle stall will operate with
the proceeds going to Merriwa Junior Tennis
Club. Bring your rug, bring your chair and help us
celebrate Christmas Carols in the Park.
Hope to see you there.

Ron Campbell

NEMTS Merriwa

FREE TRAVEL FOR FARMING FAMILIES
Merriwa Non Emergency Medical Transport is
offering all Farming Families in our District FREE
travel to Medical Appointments for the duration
of this severe drought.
Just mention that you are a farmer when making
your booking. Phone 6548 2653 or at the office in
the Bottle Museum, 9.30am to 3.00pm. All types
of Medical Appointments are covered by this
offer. We travel to Newcastle, Tamworth and
Orange and all in between plus to Sydney.
Bryan Baker
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Merriwa Newsagency

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Spirit of St Joseph’s
Award recipient Levi Hourn. Well done
Levi, we are all proud of you!
THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S WEEKLY
•
•
•
•

Julia Morris at 50, her long road to happiness
Inside Harry and Meghan’s Aussie love story
Celebrating 85 years of The Weekly
Modern chic; fashion reminiscent of the 50’s
PREVENTION AUSTRALIA

•
•
•
•

Age proof your brain, smart ways to stay
sharp
Ahhh! The natural way to ease tummy
troubles
You’ve got this! Sleep more, stress less, feel
strong and lean
Do the summer shoe shuffle, how to buy the
perfect shoes
COUNTRY STYLE

•

•
•

Support the bush, our regional shopping
guide
Handmade ceramic wares just in time for
Christmas
WEIGHT WATCHERS MAGAZINE

•
•
•

Guess what? You already have a summer
body, celebrate your best bits!
Inspiration, outdoor entertainment, four fun
things to try this month
Energy boosting snacks, give yourself a pep
up with these yummy bites
A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT
You’re a good egg
BEANIE BOO

My name is Beaks. Fruit is my favourite food to
eat, I even like it more than meat.
My birthday is November 16.
PHONECARDS: all cards are now available
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone. Cash
and Eftpos only.
Leanne and Neville Hook and the newsXpress
Merriwa Team

Christmas in the country, a family returns to
the Adelaide Hills

Interruption to power supply
Ausgrid is carrying out essential upgrade and maintenance work on the local electricity
network supplying the zone substation at Merriwa.
In order to safely carry out this work we need to interrupt power supply for customers
in areas west of Sandy Hollow on 18th November 2018 between 8.30am and 4.00pm,
weather permitting. The areas affected will include Merriwa Town, Coulsons Creek, part
of Flags Road, Idaville, Bow, Flight Springs and Merriwa.
We apologise for the inconvenience this essential work may cause. Our aim is to minimise
disruption caused during the work, however the times listed may change in the event of
unforeseen circumstances or weather.
For more information before the interruption, please contact Chris Power on
02 6542 9043. On the day of the interruption please call Ausgrid on 13 13 88.

Merriwa Ringer
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
Muswellbrook NSW 2333

jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au

1445 Flags Road, Merriwa

Ph: 6541 5331
Fax: 6541 0330

$375,000.00
Located 40 minutes from Muswellbrook & 15 minutes
to Merriwa. This 122 acre property is an ideal spot to
enjoy a rural lifestyle. The home has 3 big bedrooms,
the main with a built in robe. The lounge is a good size
with a combustion fire. The kitchen is in very good
condition with a combustion fire. There is a covered
entertainment area. The yard is fully fenced. There is
a 1 1/2 bay garage, 2 bay machinery shed, wood shed
& a fully equipped bore to water the lawns and trees.
The land is mostly timbered native bush with some flat
open paddocks around the house. If you are after a
peaceful rural life this block will suit.

34 Marquet Street, Merriwa

$219,000.00

Situated on 1043sqm this brick and tile home is
in excellent condition throughout. There are 3 big
bedrooms, a good size lounge featuring R/C Air and a
combustion fire. A 3 way bathroom with a shower, bath,
vanity and separate toilet and laundry. The dining room
leads off the kitchen which has plenty of cupboard space,
breakfast bar and an electric stove. Outside is a private
undercover entertainment area, single garage and two
garden sheds. The large yard is flat fully fenced in new
colourbond and has a fully established vegie garden and
fruit trees. This well presented home is close to the shops
and schools. This property is well worth an inspection.

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

PLANNING . SURVEYING . PROJECT MANAGEMENT
ENGINEERING DESIGN . GIS & MAPPING

Industrial & commercial surveying / Land development services
Rural & residenial subdivision / Development applications / UAV & drones
Laser scanning / Detail & contour surveys / Building & road set-out
Contact. Ross Peasley. P. 6541 1509 M. 0478 180 175 A. 73A Bridge Street, Muswellbrook
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CRAIG MACPHERSON HAULAGE

CURTIS GANT BETTS
SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS
Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890
155 Bettington St
MERRIWA NSW

Friendly, Reliable Service

Neville and Leanne Hook

General freight servicing Sydney,
Newcastle, Dubbo,



Hunter Valley & Interstate.



Weekly run to Sydney every Thursday



Contact Craig on 0408 293 448

65 482 031
merriwa@newsxpress.com.au
www.newsxpress.com.au

Supports your local community.

Electrical
Contractors

Air Conditioning - Home
Instillations Refrigeration Electrical Accessories Service
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher
Paykel, Electrolux)
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303
Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548
2045 (Emergencies only)
ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

M A M

59 BROOK STREET

PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

• Property Law/Subdivisions
• Conveyancing
• Compensation Matters
• Wills & Estates
• Powers of Attorney

S

Professional Accounting Solutions

161 Bettington Street, Merriwa NSW 2329
Merriwa: (02) 6548 2226
Toll free: 1800 252 972
Sydney: (02) 9428 6000
Appointments only

100 BETTINGTON STREET
MERRIWA NSW 2329
BY APPOINTMENT
Phone: 6543 2433

Sunstopper
Blinds & Awnings

Phil & Cathie White
sunstopper@outlook.com
Cathie : 0439409005
Phil : 0439440321
PO Box 4637
Dubbo NSW 2830

Email: admin@mamandco.com.au
Skype: mamsydney
Website: www.mamandco.com.au

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER HUNTER offices
Merriwa
6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)
Scone
6540 2400 (Mon – Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm)
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri 10.00am - 3.00pm)

Direct Local Contacts for:
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944
For more information on our range of services visit our website
hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY
MEDICAL TRANSPORT
SERVICE
We will get you to your
appointments on time with
special care.
Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays
Bottle Museum building or leave a
message on the answering service for
a call back.
Te/Fax 6548 2653

Di’s Clothing Patch
Merriwa Branch & District
Council
“... a strong and united voice for our
members on issues that affect their
business, farms and families.”

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear
Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories
Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels
Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service
Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels
School Items and Work Place Uniforms
Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Phone: 6548 3023

Merriwa Ringer

Phone: 6543 2433
Fax: 6542 5297

Email: office@cgblaw.com.au Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

ACCOUNTING

Cloud Computing
Accounting & Taxation
Strategic Planning
Estate & Succession Planning

MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333

• Criminal Law
• Litigation & Court Appearances
• Business Law & Leases
• Family Law
• General Legal Work

Businesses

MERRIWA

President: Patrick Ryan 0428
485 090
Secretary/Treasurer:
Aileen Hogan 0455
455 760
www.nswfarmers.org.au

La Scaletta
Pizzeria

Traditional Wood-fired pizza

Friday 6.00pm to 9.00pm
Saturday 6.00pm to
9.00pm

Call us for your next function!
Contact La Scaletta on

6548 3005

robert.marchese@bigpond.
com
Bookings are essential!

MERRIWA
Country Education
Foundation
Helping Merriwa students
with ter�ary expenses.
Want to apply for a bursary or
help with a dona�on?
Jane Hegarty 0408 761 052
Amanda Kemp 0457 485 150

HANCKEL RURAL
HAY CONTRACTING
Now Offering

Large Square Bales,
Small Square Bales
and Round Bales
All Rural contracting
available

Ring Darryl on
0429 485 168
or 6548 5168

Merriwa IGA

plus Liquor

104
Bettington
Street
Merriwa

Use your
Community
Chest to
support your

6548 2315
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MERRIWA
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM
OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday 8.30am
to 6.00pm Saturday by
arrangement

For appointments

6548 2305

Payment is required at
time of consultation

141 BETTINGTON ST
MERRIWA NSW 2329
PHONE:65482078 FAX:
65482063

MORE THAN JUST A

Opening Hours

stop for paying (nearly) all your bills
Business banking and personal banking
Stationary and greeting cards inexpensive, full range
Computer and technology items Mobile
phones, starter kits and recharge
vouchers
Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

POST OFFICE One-

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR
PRODUCTS
*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY
THOMPSON
*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP
*TOYO TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP

Hunt MWA Pty LTd
Licence No:41446

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Merriwa Touch
Football

Wednesday Nights

Junior and Senior Comp
Senior Vice President:
Position vacant
Treasurer: Leanne Hunt
0487 761 253
Secretary: Kellie Porter
0432 109 760

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

Merriwa Anglican Parish
Services

Holy Trinity Merriwa
President: Tory Simmons
Vice President: Julie Llewelyn
Secretary: Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Tammy Bradley
Publicity Officer: Keirra
Hourn
Meets the first Tuesday of each
month at 6.30pm at Merriwa RSL
Club

St Joseph’s

A rich learning environment in
a friendly Christian atmosphere
All enquiries welcome

Principal - Helen Whale

Ph 6548 2035

P&F President - Dermot Shannon
Ph 6548 2996

.

0265 482 083
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au

Merriwa Pre-School
For children 2 – 5 years

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Friday: 8am to 3.30pm

Activity Centre
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6

Hours of Operation:
After School Care
Monday-Friday: 3pm – 6pm
Vacation Care
Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm
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1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays
at 11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm

Contact: 0429 996 769
Rev’d Pam Fraser - Priest in Charge
Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Merriwa CentralSt Joseph’s SANDY HOLLOW
School Primary SchoolPUBLIC SCHOOL

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON
FARM SERVICES
Specialising in Agricultural,
Earthmoving & Mining

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049
Mob: 0427 901 397
29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.
com.au

Catholic Parish
Merriwa & Cassilis

WEEKEND MASSES

St Anne’s Merriwa

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am

St Joseph’s Cassilis
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am

Parish Priest - 6548 2086

St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092

Cassilis Public
School

Merriwa
A rich learning environment in
a friendly Christian atmosphere
All enquiries welcome
Primary Campus:
Telephone
Fax
6548 2101
Principal - Helen Whale
02 6547 4521
02 6547 4450
Secondary Campus
Ph 6548 2035
Email:
6548P&F
2119
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.
President - Dermot Shannon
merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
edu.au
Ph 6548 2996
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
MERRIWA TOURIST
WELCOMING CENTRE &
MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!
Clean toilets!
CENTRE:
Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:
Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

Principal:

Mrs Katie Burgess
Coolah Road
Cassilis NSW 2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

CWA
Meets Second Monday
of the month
10.00am
CWA Rooms
159 Bettington Street
Visitors and new members are always welcome

Enquiries to:

President: Penelope Fenley

Groups

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre

Service Times

Local expertise with a
professional service

Schools

Primary School
Merriwa

Vennacher Street
Merriwa

Phone 6548 2213

Churches

St Davids
Uniting
Church

10.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays
Short Bible Study

Merriwa
Pharmacy

Phone: 6548 3060
Email: penelopecwa@iinet.net.au
Secretary: Kim Clydsdale
Phone: 6548 2558
Email: kmclydsdale@gmail.com

6548727
2323
0488
032
Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am –
6.00pm
Merriwa
Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie
Streets
Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street
For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Rotary Club of
Merriwa Inc

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2018/19 starts Oct 15!
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval
(season ends 25 February)

New Members Welcome

ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Merriwa
Rugby League
Football Club
President: Anthony Kelly

Meets each Tuesday
at the Merriwa Sports
Club

Senior Vice President: Kayla
Barry

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Treasurer/Publicity Officer:

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

Sporting/Clubs

Hunter Medical
Practice

Secretary/Public Officer:
Vacant
Jessyca Morgan

6548 2025

President: Robert Smith

6548 2213

Secretary: Emily Ringland
Treasurer: Tim Sawley
Day - Night
Competitions
Junior
Competitons
Court Hire

MERRIWA SSAA AND
APA

Est.

1946

Clare Martin
President 6548 2201
De Patterson
Secretary 0416 194 501
Fiona Morgan
Treasurer

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of
month from February to October

RUSSELL’S
Earthmoving
Pty Limited

Earthmoving and
Construction

02 6548 2246
0417 506 769

6 Gooch Street Merriwa 2329

MERRIWA BUSHMAN’S CAMPDRAFT
EST. 1947
President: Jamie Edmonds 0428 308 010
Secretary: Megan Richards 0427 437 743
Treasurer: Jake McIntyre
0408 112 709

October Long weekend 2018
merriwacampdraft@gmail.com
Merriwa Ringer

R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar
Take Away
Lunch & Dinner 7 days
Parties & Weddings a specialty
ATM, SKY CHANNEL
CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO
DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL
BBQ area and Kids Play area
Friday
Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws
Sunday
Raffles
Members Badge Draw between
11.30am & 1.30pm
Club:
6548 2157
Bistro:
6548 2295
For the information of
members and their guests.

2018

MERRIWA TENNIS
ASSOCIATION

Range facilities and Fire
arm testing available
President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for
information
Shooting weekends 2nd
and 4th weekend of the
month

MERRIWA
JUNIOR
LEAGUE
AND
NETBALL
CLUB
President - Clint Walker
Secretary - Fiona Morgan
Treasurer - Roy Morgan 0418 417 186
Email: fionamorgan6@bigpond.
com

Merriwa
Cricket Club

President:
Jon Osmond
0428 714 648
Vice President: Mark
Fieldsend
Secretary: James
Armstrong
0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis
- 0475 980 254

Established
1908

Merriwa

Springtime
Show

14 to 16th Sep
tember!

ccc

www.merriwashow.com.au

Rob Tindall - President
Marie Scott - Secretary

Tel: 0498 378 500

MERRIWA OLD
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick
Williams 0417 462 767
V/President – Trent
Cooper
Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt
Morgan 0417 791 628

MERRIWA RACES

April
27,
2019

Race Club President David Alker
Contact - 0427 482 095
Vice President - Paul
Frampton

Merriwa District
Progress Association Inc
SUPPORT THE
ORGANISATION
WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR
COMMUNITY
rd

Meets every 3 Wednesday
at Merriwa RSL at 6.00pm
Phone Bryan on 6548 5000
Or Beron on 6548 2245
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Clubs

Merriwa RSL Club

The Thursday Members Badge Draw for
$400.00 was not won the number was
757, this week it jackpots to $420.00 and
will be drawn between 6.00pm – 7.00pm
The Friday night Members Lucky Badge 7.00pm
draw for $520.00 was not won, the number was
298, this week it jackpots to $540.00.
The 8.30pm Members Badge draw worth
$1100.00 was not won, the number was 235, this
week it jackpots to $1150.00.
The 9.00pm Members Badge draw for $1240.00
was not won the number was 118, this week it
jackpots to $1260.00. LTPS/18/26042
The Sunday Morning Members Badge Draw for
$850.00 was won last week the number was 311,
this week it commences at $500.00 and will be
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you
must be present to win the money. LTP/18/26042
Members must be present to claim any of the
draws and present their current membership
card upon request. It is an offence to NOT have
your membership card on your person when on
the premises.
2 New tap beers – IRON JACK RED and FURPHY
REFRESHING ALE, both full strength.
IRON JACK BEERS FOR THE BUSH – As of Monday
August 13, 50 cents from every Schooner of Iron
Jack will be donated to Rural Aid with the aim to
raise $1 Million.
Wi-Fi – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members
and guests.
Birthday vouchers each month are also available
at the bar at the beginning of the month.
‘T-Bone Tuesday’ – Every Tuesday you can now
order a T-Bone, chips and salad or veg for just
$16.00.
Wednesday nights from 6.00pm - Pizza’s $11.00
and Pints $6.00.
Thursday nights - chicken schnitzel, chips and
salad or veg for just $13.00.
Gourmet Burger Bargains – Saturday lunch
Wagyu or lamb burgers with chips $10.00 only.
HAPPY HOUR
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Thursday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Friday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Sunday - 11.00am to 12 noon
Friday - 6.00pm to 7.00pm

Members prices – $3.50 schooners and $2.50
middies.
BISTRO HOURS
Lunch 		
12.00pm – 2.00pm
Evenings
6.00pm to 8.30pm
Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager

Merriwa Sports Club
Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm
Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm
Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize
Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm,
free raffle.
Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.
Sundays - Members badge draw plus three
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.
LAST SUNDAY EACH MONTH
Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entree,
mains and desserts.
Casual bowls and golf also available. Donations
in honesty box.
Chinese/Australian Restaurant open for lunch
Wednesday to Sunday, 12noon to 2.00pm.
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 8.30pm.
Closed Mondays, reopen 5.00pm Tuesday.
For bookings and take away - 6548 3228
NEXT CHINESE SMORGASBORD NOVEMBER 25
WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday Raffle November 10
Saturday members draw. no 235 was not won –
next week $190.00.
Winners jackpot was not won – next week
$220.00
Dinner: 		
Free Tickets: 		
Bowls Raffle: 		

Olivia Gear
Greg Watson
Max Barwick

Sunday November 11
Members draw, no. 299 was not won – next
week $400.00
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
December 8 at 7.00pm - Sporties Chirstmas
Dinner and entertainment. Tables MUST be
booked by December 1.
Olivia Gear
Merriwa Ringer

What’s happening at your local pub...
FRIDAY NIGHT JOKER DRAW WAS WON AND IS
NOW BACK TO A.... minuscule $259.00
We also have 2 x $50.00 Max’s Country Cuts
vouchers to be won, tickets only $1.00 each.

News

Merriwa Royal Hotel

Sporting
Merriwa RLF and
League Tag
LADIES NINES

HAPPY HOUR
Monday - Friday
5.00pm - 6.00pm
BISTRO
The Bistro will be open 7 days for lunch and
Wednesday to Saturday for dinner.

Round two for the 2018, six games of ladies nines
was played in Merriwa on Friday November 9.
Thank you to our great supporters. Our first half
against Greta was by far our best. Going to
the half time break with a score of four all. Our
second half though was much, much better.
Running hard and a lot more talk on the field
which gave us a great win finishing with 20-8.
Let’s go Magpies.

Keep your eyes out on the board near the bistro
and on Facebook for specials.

Round 3
		

For the juniors we have five things to pick from,
all $10.00 each and all kids meals.

The 2018-2019 Committee is:

Tickets on sale from 5.00pm and drawn between
7.00-7.30pm - you have to be there to win.

Jessyca Morgan

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to
place your articles
and
advertisements into
the Merriwa Ringer by
Mondays, at 12.00 noon.

Merriwa Ringer

Friday November 16 at Greta
against Scone at 6.35pm

President: 			
Ben Robins
Vice President: 		
Marc Previati
Secretary: 			VACANT
Treasurer: 			
Jessyca Morgan
Public Officer: 		
VACANT
Publicity Officer: 		
Jessyca Morgan
Canteen Coordinator:
VACANT
Ground keeper: 		
Ben Robins
Ground manager: 		
VACANT
General committee:
Ben Wallace, Trent
				Cooper, Brad
				Pittman, Tim Stanley
If you are interested in the above vacant
positions please contact one of the Committee
members or come to our next meeting on
Tuesday November 20 7.00pm at Merriwa Sports
Club. We are also after FAO and League Safe
staff, please let one of the Committee know that
you are able to do it next year, we would very
much appreciate and accept your help.
COACHING POSITIONS
Reserve Grade and League Tag coaching
positions for the upcoming 2019 season are now
open; please send your written application to:
Merriwa Rugby League Football Club
PO Box 147 Merriwa NSW 2329
Applications close November 19 at 3.00pm
Jessyca Morgan
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Martial Arts
DOJO and
Fitness Club
Martial Arts Dojo and
Fitness Centre strives to
empower students to
stand up to bullies and
to build their self-esteem to learn techniques
to avoid conflict, feel safe and secure. The
fundamental basic of martial arts is to cultivate
the mind, nurture the spirit and condition
the body. Jujutsu is a system that typically
emphasise more on throwing, pinning and joint
lock techniques. MADFC focuses on all these
aspects and more. Student are pushed to strive
for excellence in all things inside and outside the
dojo.
For more information contact Sensei Ryan Binks
on 0431 518 127.
Sensei Ryan Binks

Merriwa Tennis Club
The Merriwa Spring Tennis Competition starts at
6.30pm. Please get your team of two ladies and
two men organised and registered. Players of all
abilities are welcome.

Merriwa Swim Club
Well done to those that swam in their first time
trials last week: Archie, Thomas, Alexander,
Paige W, Sean and Paige C. Great effort and
sportsmanship from all club swimmers. Thank you
to Virginia, with the assistance of Charlie-Rose,
for another energetic coaching session last
Friday.
For the rest of November fitness sessions with
Emma Evans will be free for members. Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 4.30pm. Non-members and
parents can participate for $5.00 per session.
Have your swimmers ready – it will be aquaaerobics if it’s hot. Have your joggers for out-ofpool fitness.
The next intertown carnivals are Muswellbrook –
November 24 and Scone – December 8. Names
are being taken now for both carnivals. Sign-up
sheets will be on the club house door Tuesdays
and Thursdays. Please see Bronwyn with any
questions about the carnivals.
Swim Club this week will be fitness, time trials and
training. No coaching this week. For swimmers
and parents of swimmers the Club Guidelines
are up on the noticeboard at the pool. Copies
available on request.
Melissa Collins

To register contact either Robert Smith, Hannah
Walmsley or Jason Bear with your teams. For
those that don’t have a team but still wish to
play there will be a reserves list that teams and
subs can be included from.
If you have any questions please call Jason on
0429 227 883.
Jason Bear

39

Local Business
of the Week

RUSSELL’S
Earthmoving

The Merriwa
Ringer wishes to
thank its sponsors
for their ongoing
support!

Earthmoving and
Construction
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Pty Limited

02 6548 2246
0417 506 769

6 Gooch Street Merriwa 2329

Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa Cricket
This week the Merriwa side played at home
against Muswellbrook Silver and were keen
to make up for the previous loss. The wicket
was well prepared and after winning the toss,
Muswellbrook sent Merriwa in to bat. After two
overs it was looking like a good decision with
two consecutive maidens being bowled. But
the opening batters for Merriwa had other ideas
and started compiling runs at a steady rate. The
openers were pushing along at 4.5 runs an over
and made it into the 10th over for the opening
stand. Both openers were dismissed in the 10th
over.
The depth in the Merriwa cricket side shines as
having a long batting line up and the two new
batters took over where the openers left off.
Some excellent clean hitting from Greg Sheehan
saw an impressive 71 runs from 41 balls and was
complemented by Doug Munro with 69 runs
from 50 balls. The top six batsmen for Merriwa
all scored 20 runs or better and set the platform
for a large target of 265 from the allocated 40
overs, at an impressive 6.6 runs per over.
In-form opening bowler for Merriwa, Charlie
Stokes, has impressed in the competition to date,
being called up for representative duties, and
today he was really sending them down. Bowling
a tight line and length, that has been pivotal in
restricting the scoring ability of other teams all
year. The first ball in the second over had the bails
flying and the first of Muswellbrook’s openers on
the way back to the pavilion. Merriwa was fully
focused and the next wicket was from a bullet
like throw from deep in the covers to have the
first drop short of his crease chasing a second
run. A second run out and a fantastic catch in
short gully by Jamie Munro had Muswellbrook
struggling at 4-42 after 18 overs. Another two
wickets fell in the next two overs before drinks to
have Muswellbrook at 6-48.
After the drinks break a change in bowling had
Mic Curteis appealing long and loud for his first
wicket of the year, to which he was rewarded
with an LBW. This was quickly followed up by
a ball that beat the batter and resulted in the
wicket keeper John Maben whipping off the
bails to see him pick up his second. Ben Nebauer
wrapped up the innings drawing a false shot
from the last batter to be caught in the covers,
with the total on 70. There was a good crowd
on hand to witness the result and the team was
pleased with how they played.

Friday afternoon sessions, which continues to be
a success. 35 kids attended last Friday’s session,
and large improvements are being seen in all
aspects of the kids’ game. This Saturday the
Merriwa side is at home again and will be trying
to maintain its place equally on top of the table.
Come down to the ground and support the guys
try and get another win.
Raymond Osborne

Merriwa Junior Rugby League
WANT TO SPONSOR MERRIWA JUNIOR LEAGUE IN
THE 2019-2020 SEASONS?
If you haven’t already received a sponsorship
form please contact club secretary Fiona on
0418 417 186 or fionamorgan6@bigpond.com
we would love to have you on board!
We need the forms returned no later than the
November 21 so we can finalise team jerseys,
don’t forget to also send your business logo.
We thank everyone for supporting our Junior
Magpies!
COACHES WANTED!
Expressions of Interest are now open for coaching
staff in the 2019 season. This includes Under 6’s
through to Under 16’s and girls league tag Under
12’s, 14’s and 16’s.
Following on from a great season we are looking
for coaches who will be excellent role models for
our players and great ambassadors for our club!
All coaches will need a Working With Children
Check before commencing and NRL coaching
accreditation (which can be attained at a later
date).
If you think you would like to be apart of our
Junior Magpie community please forward
all applications to club secretary via email
fionamorgan6@bigpond.com or to PO Box 62
Merriwa 2329.
Not sure what is involved or expected taking
on a Coaches role? Feel free to contact Matt
Morgan (League Coordinator) 0417 791 628, for
all enquires.
Applications for coaches close December 1.
We look forward to having you apart of Merriwa
Junior League in 2019!
Fiona Morgan

There are some talented juniors attending the
Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa Little A’s
Number 2 oval was freshly mowed on Monday
night, and just as well as the fifty odd athletes
nearly burned the track they were running so
fast!

May the mighty Team Merriwa soar this weekend
in Aberdeen!

Training definitely went up a gear, with athletes
ready to fire and putting in 100%. It was great as
a coach to be a part of the vibe and excitement
no doubt a result of athletes excitement of
going away to compete this weekend at the
Aberdeen Gala Day. With a massive team
of THIRTY athletes signed up for the carnival –
watch out Aberdeen, Scone, Muswellbrook and
Singleton athletes – Merriwa are on their way!
With so much enthusiasm it was super tough for
our coaches to single out stand out performers
this week. Darcy Taaffe was acknowledged
for her running and willingness to help others
struggling to make some of the longer events.
Thomas Hunt has shown huge growth and
development as a member of the senior team,
going out of his way to help not only the coaches
but share his knowledge with younger athletes.
Love your work Thomas. In the Tots, Isla Moore
was a stand out in hurdles leaping like a cat over
the training hurdles on Monday. While fellow tots
‘Nico’ (Nicholas) Hockings and Shyla McLoughlin
both excelled in every event this week earning
the high praise of coach Blair Johnston.
In the junior boys Dominic McDonald had a
great night, putting in some focused runs and
smashing his 200m with a fabulous fast finish.
Thomas Campbell showed some impressive
discus techniques and massive throws. So glad
you are doing the discus throwing Thomas after
last seasons discus mishap where you copped
one in the ribs (ouch!). It was with great pleasure
we witnessed Morgan Bates excel in hurdles.
A determined athlete with bucket loads of
potential, you were amazing Morgan!
Lots of sincere ‘thankyous’ this week. To Merriwa
Pharmacy thank you so very much for your
generous support replenishing our first aid kit.
We hope we don’t have to use it too much
this season, but it’s great to know it is all up to
date if we do. To Eva Towler for running the 100
Club – this money will come to very good use
with our constant almost weekly expense of line
marking paint. Thanks so much Eva! Finally I want
to thank our registrar Mel Bates who has done
an outstanding job of ensuring our athletes are
registered, have numbers and shirts ready for
this weekends carnival. For all the hours behind
the scenes that you put in Mel – we THANK YOU!
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See you down the track.
Tash Taaffe.

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to
place your articles
and
advertisements into
the Merriwa Ringer by
Mondays, at 12.00 noon.

Merriwa Ringer

MENTAL HEALTH IN TIMES OF DROUGHT
Rural communities are resilient and resourceful with people
relying on being able to solve problems and overcome
challenges. However, with no significant rain forecast,
farmers and their families are under daily pressure to feed
their stock, operate their businesses and keep their
households running, and there’s no doubt this takes a toll
on their mental health.
In tough times we need to remember to look after ourselves,
and to seek help when we need it.

For crisis support please phone Lifeline on 13 11 14.
For more information on mental health services in your
community contact the NSW Mental Health Line on
1800 011 511 or visit www.crrmh.com.au for rural
mental health information.
Rural communities are a tough and proud bunch who don’t
think twice about lending a helping hand when someone
else is in trouble, which is why they shouldn’t hesitate to
seek help when things get a bit rough.
Merriwa Local Health Committee

Merriwa Ringer
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Community Calendar
NOVEMBER

Its Spider Time
Again!

Tuesday 20

MERRIWA RLF AND LEAGUE TAG MEETING - Merriwa
Sports Club - 7.00pm

Sunday 25

MERRIWA SENIOR CITIZENS - Christmas Luncheon
- from 12noon

DECEMBER
Saturday 8

MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB - Christmas Party - 7.00pm

Sunday 16

CAROLS IN THE PARK - Apex Park - 7.00pm

Protect your family
from the deadly ones
with the latest and
safest methods from
Pest Alert
10% Refer a neighbour and you both
get 10% off a spider treatment!

OFF

Are White Ants
Eating Your Home?
The signs are often very
hard to detect.
We’re highly trusted as
the most experienced
termite experts in our
area.
Free

2x rodent stations with
every termite Inspection!

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to
claim a date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

www.pestalert.com.au
Email: office@pestalert.com.au
We invite you to talk to our Technicians direct:

John Bonney on 0497 796 377
Peter Packham on 0439 464 966
Michael Bonney on 0418 638 100

The

Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329

Tel: (02) 6548 2119
Fax: (02) 6548 2534
Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS
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Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing
the community for 28 years.

MCS in touch with our community

DISCLAIMER
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication.
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes
spelling and terminology.
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