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Principal’s Report

Merriwa Central 
School

This week we acknowledge the importance 
of learning that is such a vital component 
of traditional and modern cultures, and to 
celebrate the efforts and achievements of our 
students this year.

We are very fortunate to be a part of such a 
wonderful community whose size and spirit 
enhance the lifelong learning that allows our 
students to grow into well rounded, community 
minded individuals.

We are giant killers. Repeatedly our students 
represent our school in ways that demonstrate 
that they outperform larger and often more 
exclusive schools. Our sporting, artitistic, 
academic and vocational education successes 
exceed expectations and perhaps what makes 
me most proud is that regardless of the situation, 
regardless of the forum, regardless of the 
stakes, Merriwa Central students are universally 
recognised as positive, enthusiastic, polite, brave 
and determined.

I am proud to be associated with Merriwa Central 
School and have been honoured to relieve as 
Principal for a large proportion of this year. It has 
been an opportunity to truly see not only where 
we have come from but also look forward to 
where we are heading as a school community 
and I am truly excited. 

2018 will be a year where we focus on Visible 
Wellbeing, Positive Education and preparing our 
students for a world that we can only imagine. 
We need your help. We want you to take this 
journey with us, to support our goals and most 
importantly continue to support our students, 
your children.

Our staff work tirelessly in the classroom, out 
in the playground and also unseen for untold 
hours at home to prepare the best educational 
opportunities possible for our students. I would 
like to formally acknowledge the outstanding 
efforts of our staff who often make things look 
easy but I do know the amount of effort that 
you put in and thank you for it. I would like to 
acknowledge the efforts of departing teachers 
Miss Holden, Mr Sisson, Miss McLachlain, Miss 
Graham, Mr Prodan, Miss Seijas, Mr Shadbolt 
and Miss Rogers who have given their all this 

year and we hope that you look back on your 
time at Merriwa Central fondly.

Thank you to all of the parents and community 
members who have helped us throughout 
the year. As always your efforts are greatly 
appreciated and we thank you for working 
in partnership with us to enrich the lives of our 
students.

And finally to the students – This is your journey, 
your time to shine. Be proud of your achievements, 
take joy in the acknowledgement of your efforts 
and know that the most exciting thing is that 
there are only 47 sleeps until we begin another 
learning journey next year.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

On behalf of The Ringer we would like to thank all 
of our supporters and contributors for continuing 
to make the Ringer such a valuable part of our 
community.

I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season 
and look forward to continuing to work together 
next year.

Adam Johnston
Relieving Principal
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QUICKSMART PRESENTATION

Thank you to secondary staff for organising 
a lovely Christmas lunch and presentation of 
QuickSmart folders to 2017 primary participants. 
A special thanks to Head Teacher, Patrick 
Lomax, and secondary QuickSmart instructor, 
Karen Bush for their efforts in including primary 
students. A special congratulations to Damien 
Constable, Year 5, who has completed the 
QuickSmart Program.

Mrs Kate Jones
Assistant Principal

Primary Report
FAREWELL MERRIWA

It’s hard to believe that I have been relieving 
in the position of Deputy Principal at Merriwa 
Central School for over six months. The time has 
flown by due to the fact that I have thoroughly 
enjoyed every minute at the school and as a 
member of the Merriwa community. Next week 
I head back to Newcastle and will return to my 
substantive position as Head Teacher PDHPE at 
Merewether High School at the commencement 
of the 2018 school year. As this will be my final 
Ringer article, I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank a few people.

Firstly, thanks very much to all the staff with whom 
I have worked. The opportunity to work across 
both campuses has been an insightful learning 
experience and I value the new relationships 
that I have made with colleagues. A special 
mention must go to Adam Johnston who has 
been a professional and supportive mentor 
during my time at MCS. My sincere thanks Adam.

I’d like to thanks the parents and carers with 
whom I have had the pleasure to meet whilst 
undertaking my role as Deputy Principal. Even 
during some challenging moments, I have 
found all of our families to be very supportive 
and eager to work alongside the school toward 
providing our students with the best educational 
and well-being outcomes possible.

Thank you to my wonderful neighbours and locals 
who have looked out for me and provided me 
with valuable local knowledge. Your kindness 
and friendship is much appreciated. Thanks also 
to the staff at the bakery for making sure that I 
had my delicious coffee and a friendly smile to 
start each day. 

Lastly but definitely not least, a massive thanks to 
all the students at Merriwa Central School who 
have made it a pleasure coming to school each 
day. You are all unique and wonderful young 
people with bright futures ahead. I wish all of 
you the best as you continue your educational 
journey. I will miss you all very, very much.

Therefore, it is with a heavy heart that I say Merry 
Christmas and farewell Merriwa.

Deputy Principal’s Report

Robyn Morrison
Relieving Deputy Principal
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Wow! Where has this year gone? It feels like 
only yesterday that I had just begun my first 
day at Merriwa Central School. In any case, 
with Term 4 racing to an end, I would just like 
to congratulate all the MCS students on their 
hard work and enthusiasm this year. I would like 
to personally thank my English Standard class, 

Secondary Report

who have recently transitioned from Year 11 
and successfully completed their first Term as 
Year 12 students. They have begun studying 
their first HSC English topic, which is the Area of 
Study: Discovery. As a class, we have discussed 
what discovery means, how it impacts different 
individuals, as well as analysed a series of texts 
that have related to the topic. They have sat 
through many lessons learning about Robert 
Frost’s poetry and his relation to the discovery 
topic and I am confident that they will perform 
well in this area when their HSC exams roll around. 

Years 9 and 10 English, have also been working 
hard this Term. They have been watching Harry 
Potter and learning about film techniques in 
the unit, Making Meaning in Film. They recently 
submitted their last assessment, where they 
analysed selected scenes from the film and 
reflected on their learning. I am sure that they will 
never be able to watch Harry Potter in the same 
way again!  Recently, we have also progressed 
onto a new unit called Close Study of Reading. 
In this unit, students have been reading the 
novel Holes and watching the movie to assist 
their learning. I am proud to say that they have 
fully immersed themselves in this unit and were 
able to identify differences that occur in both 
texts without being prompted. They have come 
a long way from the start of the year, where 
they were having difficulty with some tasks, to 
the capable students that will be transitioning to 
Year 10 and Year 11 next year.

It is with great sadness that I would now like to 
take this opportunity to announce that this will 
be the last Merriwa Ringer report that I will write. 
I have accepted a position of English teacher at 
Cowra High School next year. Mr Prodan and I 
would like to express what a wonderful year we 
had at Merriwa Central School. We received 
great support from the community, a massive 
amount of assistance from our fellow teachers 
and support staff and were able to see the 
students grow in their learning. We would also 
like to wish the students all the best for 2018 and 
in their futures. Merriwa Central School has been 
a wonderful place for the both of us.

To finish, I would like to wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Hopefully 2018 is as good or even better than 
2017 has been.

Amanda Seijas

SPEECH THERAPY

Could your child benefit from speech therapy?

Did you know that speech therapists come to 
Merriwa weekly?

As teachers, we see many students that would 
benefit from seeing a speech pathologist, for a 
variety of reasons.  What is a Speech Pathologist? 

A Speech Pathologist is someone who has 
been professionally trained to diagnose and 
treat children and adults who are unable to 
communicate effectively. 

Who sees a Speech Pathologist? 

A Speech Pathologist assesses and manages 
children who may have difficulty with: 

• Understanding what is said 

• Expressing themselves 

• Learning at school 

• Speaking clearly 

• Speaking fluently (stuttering) 

• Using an appropriate voice quality 

You can refer directly to a speech pathology 
service.

Muswellbrook Community Health Speech 
Pathology (65422085 Merriwa MPC, free)

All Areas Speech Pathology (0435476152) is a 
private provider currently servicing Merriwa. 

Contact details and more information can be 
obtained through Speech Pathology Australia 
www.speechpathologyaustralia.org.au or talk 
to Mrs Thurston 02 65482101.

Mrs Emma Thurston
                                                 Instructional Leader
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YEAR 7/8 CARDBOARD ARCADE

This Term, Year 7/8 have been learning and 
reading about different types of toys and 
games. As part of this study, we are creating a 
cardboard arcade. This was inspired by a mini 
documentary called Caine’s Arcade, which 
is about a nine year old American boy who 
created his own cardboard arcade, motivating 
many teachers and students around the world 
to do the same. Search Caine’s Arcade on 
YouTube to check it out. Year 7/8 open their 
arcade this week for other students to play their 
creations.

Special mention goes to Charles Brazier, Jake 
Williams, Skye Young, William Whitby and Tahli 
Gleeson for making the amazing photo booth 
for the Year 6 Farewell. Year 6 appreciated this 
very awesome gesture.

Ashleigh Golden
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

It is time to say “Goodbye for now” as another 
school year closes. It has been a wonderful year 
and I thank you all for your active partnership 
with the school. Your child’s education is the 
major beneficiary of this close and productive 
partnership.  We make a great village!

Merry Christmas to every member of our 
community! I hope that the Christmas season 
brings an abundance of love, peace and 
happiness.  Our prayers and thoughts are with all 
who have experienced the death of loved ones 
over the past year. Christmas is such a difficult 
time for those who are grieving. I wish for you 
peace and acceptance at Christmas.

Presentation Night was very well attended with 
100% of the current students and families in 
attendance. Thank you to everyone for your 
attendance. It is very important to recognise 
the strengths, effort and achievement of all the 
students. 

Congratulations to all students for their effort and 
persistence throughout the year and special 
congratulations to the major prize winners for 
2017.

Literacy – Alister Fairfull

Citizenship – Olivia Collins

Sportsperson – Darcy Taaffe

Academic Achievement – Amy Redgate

Actions Not Words – Madelaine Thrift

Science Award – Jeremy Hopkins

Mathematics Award – Rhianna Smith

Environmental Studies – Patrick McLaren

Aspire Award ~ Creative Arts – Helena Parker

Farewell Sarah Tait and Kate Reibel. Both these 
ladies leave us to take up full time positions at 
other schools.  Both these ladies have done an 
exceptional job of providing quality education, 
love and care for your children this year. Both 
teachers have contributed selflessly to the life 
and fabric of our school community, both whilst 
travelling to meet the needs of their own families 
away from Merriwa. For Kate this has been a 
daily commute yet she has always managed to 
be at school early every morning with a bright 
smile and full of energy for the day ahead. 

We have been blessed with Sarah’s ability to 
differentiate the curriculum to meet the various 
needs of every child. We will miss both ladies but 
are very grateful for the gift their teaching has 
been to our school and wish them all the very 
best for their new positions and their futures. 

LEARNING UP TO THE LAST MINUTE!

Cooking lessons were so successful throughout 
the year that we finished off the year with some 
final cooking lessons. Tess and Mel prepared 
fresh rice paper rolls with Stage 3 on Friday, while 
Rachel and Sally H helped Kinder-Year 4 cook 
Quesadillas. What a great experience for the 
children. This week the Kinder-Year 4 children 
will do Christmas cookies with Mel and Tess while 
Stage 3 cook the Quesadillas.

Choir lessons have continued to develop our 
young singing stars’ voices. A big THANK YOU to 
Sarah Tait who has worked alongside the UHCM 
to enthuse and prepare the St Joseph’s Choir 
for the Christmas Spectacular on Saturday night 
where 200 students entertained the audiences 
with Christmas items. It was lovely to see both of 
our Merriwa schools on stage singing together.

Our teachers and students had a wonderful time 
performing the Nativity at the Merriwa Carols as 
well as singing and playing instruments. 

SIMs (Schools Immersion Mission) Cambodia 
director Suzanne Morgan thanked the St 
Joseph’s community for over $500.00 worth of 
sales from the gift table last week. All proceeds 
go to supporting schools for these poorest of poor 
children in Cambodia. Sue spoke to the children 
last Friday and showed a visual presentation of 
the work being done in schools in the jungle by 
funds raised through schools in our diocese. This 
was a true eye opener for our students.

Africa was the theme of a talk given to the 
students by Hayely Fairfull (sister to Alister Year 5). 
Hayley is studying Animal Science at University 
and travelled to Africa to be part of a research 
team looking at elephants, hyenas and lions. 
Again this talk was very interesting and the 
children gained as much insight into life in Africa 
as they did into the research on animals. Thank 
you Hayley for fitting us into your busy schedule. 

Westpac Rescue Helicopter Schools Program 
is a major focus of this week’s curriculum. The 
children will be learning about this very important 
community resource. The Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Service has been in operation for over 
40 years. We look forward to studying this great 
service and gaining an insight into the resilience 
and grit of the volunteers and workers as well as 
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the before and 
after photos 
of our “Village 
Green”. The 
new turf looks 
amazing. A 
great outdoor 
learning space 
has been 
resurrected. 

Sadly we farewell our Year 6 Leaders this week. 
Axul Hourn, Thomas Hunt, Madelaine Thrift, 
Amy Redgate, Olivia Collins, William Henderson 
and Patrick McLaren we will miss you all! You 
have been a very important part of our school 
community over the past 7 years. It will be such 
a different place without you. Thank you for 
your leadership. We have benefitted so much 
from your fundraising efforts such as the Sir Ivan 
Bushfire appeal, Mission days, Pancake Day and 
others. We wish you success and happiness in 
your future schooling. 

the patients who have received the services.  

What a difference a weekend makes! Check out 

We also bid Mikayla Telfer farewell as she leaves 
us at the end of this week. We wish Mikayla all 
the very best for her future studies at her new 
school. 

Congratulations to the following award winners. 

Kindergarten  - Cooper Smith – for his enthusiasm 
and creativity in art 

Stage 1  - Shykiah Walters – for enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship during whole school sport 

Alana Telfer – for enthusiasm, creativity and 
diligence in art 

Stage 2  - Justin Alley – for his ability to use 
different skills and techniques to make a detailed 
clay candle holder.  

Ava Peel – for her consistent and mature 
approach to all learning tasks 

Stage 3  - Jack Shannon - for presenting an 
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excellent research project on Christmas in 
Germany 

Thomas Hunt - for creating a quality piece of 
Christmas artwork 

Playground Champion - Jye Bates - for engaging 
in play with a variety of peers 

Principal’s Awards: The St Joseph’s Choir for 

Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

to continue practising the presentation night 
dance performance over and over without 
complaining or demonstrating any sign of 
exhaustion.  By the night, Benjamin knew the 
routine off by heart and performed with a big 
smile on his face. 

On Presentation night Benjamin was a respectful 
audience member. He listened carefully to all 
speeches and presentations and staff members 
didn’t need to remind him of expectations.

On Friday, for our last day of Tennis with Nathan, 
Benjamin listened carefully to all instructions and 
demonstrated positive sportsmanship during 
game play.

He was also a respectful and appreciative 
student on Wednesday. He remained engaged 
throughout the Sacred Heart School Lion King 
performance and enjoyed demonstrating his 
creative flair during Christmas craft activities at 
the Town Library.  

Congratulations, Benjamin and keep up the 
impressive work!  

SACRED HEART PRIMARY SCHOOL PERFORMANCE 
MATINEE

Wednesday was a busy day at Cassilis Public 
School. We were lucky enough to be invited over 
to Sacred Heart Coolah to watch their matinee 
play of “The Lion King”. The students were 
amazed at the acting and dancing throughout 
the play and enjoyed every minute of it. Thank 
you Sacred Heart School for inviting us!

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
ANGUS HEYCOX

BENJAMIN BIBBY

Benjamin has earned 
the title of Student of 
the Week this week for 
his ongoing effort and 
enthusiasm throughout a 
very busy school week. 

Last week, Benjamin was 
enthusiastic and willing 

persistent practice, 
disciplined training 
regime and producing 
a beautiful result 
singing at the School 
Presentation Night 
and the Upper Hunter 
Christmas Spectacular. 
Helena Parker, Alana 
Telfer, Arlia Parker, 
Jeremiah Raines, Jye 

Bates, Grace 
Booth, Olivia 
Purcell, Emma 
M c L a r e n , 
Rhianna Smith, 
Lula Peebles, 
A n n a b e l l e 
Hunt, Justin 
Alley, Sanita 
Turner and Mrs 
Sarah Tait. 

Helen Whale
Principal
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We then had a lovely afternoon tea and quick 
play at the Coolah park before coming back to 
Cassilis Town Library for our Christmas art activity 
with the new librarian Sheree Kelly. The students 
put their artistic skills to use and made some 
very colourful wooden Christmas mobiles. They 
were very excited to take them home and hang 
them up. 

Thank you, Sheree for a lovely afternoon!

improved after these 6 sessions throughout term 
4. All students were lucky to receive a shirt and 
ball from Nathan at the end of the session and 
one student even asked Nathan if he could 
teach them Cricket next year (Unfortunately 
Nathan had to decline, as he is not a confident 
cricket coach). 

We very much thank Nathan for coming all the 
way from Mudgee each week to teach the kids 
new skills. 

The kids were very appreciative too!

STAFFING 2018 TERM 1

This year, we became an Early Action for Success 
School, and gained our instructional leader, Mrs 
Thurston, once a week to work with me in the 
classroom and L3 sessions to support the literacy 
and numeracy goals of our K-2 students, who 
have all made pleasing improvements in their 
learning this year as a result.   Unfortunately, Mrs 
Thurston won’t be with us next year. We will have 
a new instructional leader in her place but I feel 
we have been very fortunate to have this time 
with Mrs Thurston and wish her all the best in her 
future endeavours.

Mrs Ninness will not be teaching us in a regular 
role in term 1 next year but we will continue to 
see her at Cassilis School in a casual role.

Mrs Burgess will be on Maternity Leave until Term 
2 next year.

Miss Hodgson, Mrs Austin, Mrs Nairne, Mrs Cornish, 
Mrs Hunt, Keith Blyton and Denise Day will all be 
returning in Term 1, 2018. We will inform families 
in early Term 1 if any changes occur.

OH WHAT A NIGHT

What a fantastic night to celebrate the 
achievements of our students and staff at our 
school’s annual Presentation Night on Tuesday 
5 December. 

It was wonderful to see so many families and 
friends joining us at the town hall on the night.

Congratulations to all students on their 
achievements throughout the year and in 
particular, the school captains and special prize 
Winners on the Night;

OUR LAST TENNIS SESSION WITH NATHAN

Friday was our last Tennis session with Nathan 
Wilkins (Head Coach Mudgee District Tennis 
Coach) and it was good to see how all students 
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Congratulations also to Mrs Anne-Maree Nairne 
who received The Secretary’s Award for Excellent 
Service with her family and friends present.

Cassilis Public School

Newsletter
Be Respectful Be Safe Do Your Best

Cassilis Public School, Vision Statement 
To prepare every student to be successful lifelong learners who are confident and creative individuals; and 
active and informed citizens through a commitment to equity and excellence in education. 
We believe it is important for students to be self-aware, build resilience and positive relationships and 
actively contribute to the school, the community and the society in which we live.  
We value and support strong partnerships with the broader community to maximise student engagement and 
achievement in a nurturing environment. 
 
 

Phone: 6376 1009   Fax: 6376 1005 email: cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au web: cassilis-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
Page 1

Term 4, Week 10                                                                                   Monday 11 December 2017

Staff Member Days at Cassilis
Miss H Monday- Friday

Mrs Austin Monday- Wednesday
Instructional 

Leader
Day to be Advised

Mrs Nairne Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday(odd 
week), Thursday 
(9:00am-1:30pm) 
Fridays and even 

Wednesdays (9:00-
3:00pm) 

Mrs Hunt Mondays (Even 
weeks), Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays

Denise Every afternoon
Keith Every Monday

Academic 
Achievement

Isabelle Bibby

Sporting Achievement Angus Heycox
Strive with pride Sophie Anderson

CWA Citizenship K-6 Angus Heycox
Coolah Sporting Club 

and Coolah Roos 
Rugby Club Sporting 
Encouragement K-6

Benjamin Bibby

English Rachel Bibby
Mathematics Isabelle Bibby
Science and 
Technology

Brooke McLennan

History/ Geography Sophie Anderson
Creative Arts Dylan McLennan

PD/H/PE Jack Sumpter-
Cornish

A special thank you needs to be given to the 
School’s P and C, Stacey Anderson and Fiona 
Cornish in particular for organising such a 
scrumptious barbeque dinner for everyone. 

Thank you also to Tarnisha Winsor for performing 
the Welcome to Country, Sandy Tito for being 
our guest speaker, Barbara Campbell and 
Hilary Parker for presenting Year 6 students with 
bibles, Hilary Parker for presenting the CWA 
award, Naomi Bishop from Dance With Attitude 
in Mudgee for coming out to Cassilis for 4 hours 
over a two day period to teach our kids a dance 
routine and Dannika Short for volunteering her 
time on the day.

Cassilis Staff and students 
would like to wish everyone 
a very Merry Christmas and a 
safe and happy new year! 

We look forward to seeing 
everyone in 2018!
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PRESENTATION NIGHT AWARDS 2017

CLASS AWARDS

Kindergarten/Year 1/2

Academic Achievement Roary Eldridge

Most Improved  Charles Hartup

Bengalla Mining Company Consistent Effort  
    Mya Haataja

Jason Daniel Award for Kindness Marlii Peters

Year 3/4/5/6

Henry Dalton Cup for Best All Rounder   
    Andrew Harris

Most Improved  Ayden Marsh

Bengalla Mining Company Consistent Effort  
    Riley Borradaile 

Sandy Hollow 
Public School

Library Award  Reagan Turner

Public Speaking Medal Andrew Harris   
    Thomas McLean

SOME INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
STORIES 

Katrina Hodgson
Relieving Principal
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Pauline Bullock

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer

by 12.00 noon Mondays. Just 1 
Ringers remains.

Banking Award  Thomas McLean

Sports Excellence  Dustynn Turner

Award for Citizenship Isabelle Pike

Denman Lions Club Scholarship Kane Taylor

Widden Award  Thomas Mclean

SCHOOL LEADERS FOR 2018

Captains   Riley Borradaile  
    Andrew Harris

Sports Monitor  Kane Taylor

Library Monitors  Maddison Nebauer

Premier’s Sporting Challenge     
    Mikayla Borradaile

Creative Arts Award  Cameron Nebauer
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Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre
FRIENDSHIPS

During early childhood, the main ingredients 
in forming friendships are opportunity and 
similarity. To become friends, children need to 
be available to each other for play and other 
activities. Children become good friends when 
they spend a lot of time playing together, 
sharing toys, and enjoying the same games and 
activities. Children who are neighbours, relatives, 
or schoolmates spend more time with each other 
and therefore have more opportunities to form 
friendships. Children’s social contacts increase 
dramatically when they enter school. In school, 
children encounter a much larger group of peers 
and tend to have less direct adult supervision 
when they are together. From the toddler period 
to the school-aged years, time spent with peers 
triples. Pre-School is a great way to begin to 
support new friendships. 

We have been busily working on a couple of 
policies that we hope to implement as soon 
as possible. The policies are an updated Staff 
Grievance Policy and also a policy called the 
Attendance Policy that addresses the issues 
of bookings and cancellations at the Merriwa 
Activity Centre. There is a window of two weeks 
for families to add feedback to our policies, which 
will be considered as additions. The policies are 
available at the sign on in both the Pre-School 
and Activity Centre for your information.

On Saturday December 9 from 4.30pm - 8.30pm 
we are fundraising with the Merriwa Cricket 
Club. If you can lend a hand for a few hours 
please contact the school for information.

We would like to thank April Stanley for the 
week she has spent with the school on work 
experience. The children really enjoyed having 
a new face in the service and April has been a 
pleasure to have with us. 

At the end of the year we say farewell to Teressa 
Williams, our fabulous Administrator. We wish 
Tess well in all her future endeavours. Newly 
appointed to the position is Emma Douglas. 
We are very excited to welcome her to the Pre-
School family. 

A Big Thanks to the Committee of the Pre-School 
and Activity Centre for all your efforts throughout 
the year and to all those who have thought of 

us with generous donations and the wonderful 
support we have received from the community. 
Thank you so much.

Please keep in mind that the last day for Pre-
School 2017 will be Tuesday December 12.

Christmas party for the Monday group will be at 
Pre-School December 11 at 9.00am.

Christmas Party for all other children will be 
at Apex Park Wednesday December 13 at 
10.00am-12.00pm.

We can’t wait to celebrate Christmas with you 
all.

Leah Folpp

Rotary
A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL

 FROM

 THE ROTARY CLUB OF MERRIWA

Mark Smith
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Anglican News

Phone: 0429 996 769

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Women’s Guild Meeting - First Thursday Monthly
Messy Church - Parish Hall - Last Friday Monthly: 
3.30pm 
Men’s Breakfast - Parish Hall - Third Saturday:  
7.30am
REFLECTION CHRIST THE KING   Matthew 25:31-46

This final Gospel of the liturgical year offers 
great insight into firstly Jesus’, then Matthew’s, 
understanding of what lies at the heart of our 
Judeo-Christian tradition.  The King in the story 
identifies himself with the hungry, the thirsty, the 
stranger, the naked, the sick and imprisoned.  
Responding to God necessarily involves our 
response to the needy in this world.  Christianity 
is not simply a set of pious practices or rituals: the 
spiritual person is necessarily ethical.

As I write this reflecting on the past year I fear 
our Australian society may be found wanting in 
this judgement.  The strangers to our shores have 
not been made welcome; the hungry and thirsty 
have not found nourishment; the strangers to 
our shores have not been made welcome; the 
hungry and thirsty have not found nourishment; 
the sick and naked have been turned away.  The 
Gospel of Jesus rebukes our lack of compassion: 
‘In so far as you neglect to do this to one of the 
least of these, you neglected to do it to me.’

In Matthew’s Infancy story the name of Mary’s 
child is Emmanuel, ‘a name which means God 
with us’.  This final episode in Jesus’ ministry 
continues this proclamation.  God is with us in 
the poor and the destitute of our world:  ‘What 
you did to the least of these you did to me.’  
As we move into a new liturgical cycle and 
prepare again for the coming of the child, may 
we keep the Gospel image in mind so that we 
will truly recognize God-with-us in a naked child 
lying in an animal’s feed bin.  God comes to us 
among the least of this world but will God find a 
welcome?

(From “Sundays under the Southern Cross” by 
Mary Coloe PBVM).

Rev’d Pat Kirkby

We would like to wish all our valued clients 
and patients a VERY Merry Christmas and 
New Year.

The clinic will be closed from Saturday  
December 23, 2017 and re-open Tuesday 
January 2, 2018.

Should you require veterinary assistance whilst 
the clinic is closed please contact Coolah 
6377 1258 for assistance 24hrs a day.

We will see you all on our return and in our 
new premises 86 Bettington Street, Merriwa.

Julie, Megan, Cabba and Vets

Merriwa Vets

Gummun Place will be holding Art Therapy 
Classes for its residents and interested community 
members on the following date

Wednesday January 31, 2018  - 10.00-12.00pm

Wednesday February 28, 2018 - 1.00-3.00pm

Wednesday March 2, 2018  - 10.00-12.00pm

Tuesday April 24, 2018  - 1.00-3.00pm

Wednesday May 30, 2018 - 10.00-12.00pm

Wednesday June 27, 2018  - 1.00-3.00pm

Those from the community that wish to attend 
please contact Sue Duggan or Julie Wilton at 
the Hostel on 6521 7010.

Julie Wilton
Activities Officer

Gummun Place Hostel

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer

by 12.00 noon Mondays. Ringer 
returns Monday January 29, 2018
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          Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
               (PO Box 96)  
       43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329 
                 Ph: 0265 482 083  
               merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 
         ABN: 30 115 950 266 
 

Learn and Grow                  MAC 2018 Holiday Program 
 

Due to low numbers we will not be opening on a Monday and Tuesday during the holiday period! 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday are still available. 

 
Off on an excursion! 
On January 17, we will be off to Tamworth for a day out. On our “to do” list is: Jump Up, The Marsupial Park, 
shopping at Kmart and a sausage sizzle lunch. Cost to the families will be $8.50 per child to help cover entry to 
Jump Up. The Activity Centre will be subsidising the original cost to help make it more manageable for families. To 
reserve your seat on the bus we ask that payment is made on booking.  There are limited seats so get in quick! 
Children will also need $10.00 spending money. 
 

Week 1 
Wednesday  

January 3 
Cooking up a storm!! We will be teaching the children some skills in the kitchen and trying some 
different foods. 

Thursday January 4 BINGO! – Come along and enjoy a fun filled morning playing BINGO with the residents at Gumman 
Place hostel as well as Morning Tea 

Friday  January 5 Arts and Craft at the MAC Centre 
 

Week 2 
Wednesday  
January 10 

DISCO DAY! – come dressed ready to dance the day away and enjoy some of your favourite foods 

Thursday  January 
11 

CRAZY SCIENCE DAY! – experiments galore 
Performance by renowned Magician – Joel Howlett 

Friday  January 12 Arts and Craft at the MAC Centre 
 

Week 3 
Wednesday 
January 17 

EXCURSION – Leaving the centre at 8am to head off to Tamworth for a fun filled day, please be here by 
7.45am so you don’t miss out. BOOKING ESSENTIAL.  More information to come. 

Thursday January 
18 

MOVIE DAY! 

Friday  January 19 Arts and Craft at the MAC Centre 
 

Week 4 
Wednesday  
January 24 

PAMPER AND CONSTRUCTION DAY! – Something for everyone! From Mud Masks to Timber and Nails! 

Thursday   January 
25 

BINGO! – Come along and enjoy a fun filled morning playing BINGO with the residents at Gumman 
Place hostel as well as Morning Tea 

 
During the Summer Holidays we will be visiting the Pool either in the morning or the afternoon, please bring your towel and 
swimmers everyday as well as entry money to the pool if you do not hold a season ticket. 
 

Please also note that for these wonderful activities to occur we need to have your children booked in advance so we can 
arrange our staff. To make a booking please call us at the centre on 02 648 2083. 
 
 

Regards, 
Natalie Hourn 
MAC Coordinator 
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Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

Merriwa River Rural Fire Service would like to 
invite you all to their annual ham raffle

Date:  December 21

Venue: Merriwa RSL

Tickets on sale from 6.00pm for an 8.00pm draw 
$2.00 a ticket or 3 for $5.00. Come one come all!

Due to a generous contribution from Frampton 
Freights we are able to purchase 20 ham from 
local butcher Max’s Country Cuts.

”Best ham in the Upper Hunter if we do say so 
ourselves”

Bonus prizes from Rosto, IGA Merriwa and 
Gulgong Cherries.

MC for the night will be the one and only Dermott 
Shannon.

Marlene Rogers

Merriwa River Rural Fire Service

Community Notice Board

Thank You
On behalf of the Cronin family, we 
would like to take a moment to thank 
all educational departments that have 

assisted in our childrens growth from their time 
in daycare to their final years in Year 12. This 
includes Merriwa Central School, St Joseph’s 
Merriwa and their family daycare families.

Thank you.

Hilton Cronin

Thank You
On behalf of my family and myself I would like 
to thank the people and friends for cards and 
phone calls on the death of my brother Daryl 
known as Darcey Train.

Thanking you.

Eva and Mick Towler and families
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Hunter Medical Practice
Merriwa Multi-Purpose 

Service
Cnr Brisbane and 
Mackenzie Street, 

Merriwa, NSW, 2329
Phone 6532 5013

Fax 6532 5006
Denman Multi-Purpose 

Services
51-53 Ogilvie Street, 
Denman, NSW, 2328

Phone 6547 3955
Fax 6547 1134

Dr Noman Jawaad

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

When:  Saturday December 16
Time:  8.30am till 1.00pm

Come and have your morning coffee with us 
and even an egg and bacon roll. Hope to see 
you all there.

Julie Russell

Merriwa Markets

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of 

this free service, please contact us before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Merriwa Senior Citizens

We are going on a trip on the Hawksbury 
Riverboat Postman. Cost, including morning 
tea and lunch on board ($45.00) is $90.00 per 
member or $100.00 per non member.

Money must be fully paid by February 28 - a late 
cancellation will incur a $50.00 fee. Departing 
Merriwa with Cowans at 6.00am.

This should be a lovely day, please contact me 
if you are interested.

Mary O’Neill

HAWKESBURY CRUISE

When:  Tuesday March 6, 2018

Our Merriwa practice will be closed from 
December 22, 2017 and reopening January 4, 
2018.

Dr Jawaad will be on leave until January 18, 
2018.

Dr Santhosh will be available January 4, 2018 
and January 9-10, 2018.

Normal hours will resume on January 16 which 
are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

Contact numbers for this period are:
Merriwa 6532 5013
Denman 6547 3955
Muswellbrook 6543 1717.

Anglican Women’s Guild would like to Thank all 
the generous people who donated goods to our 
street stall and Christmas hamper raffle. With all 
the donations made we were lucky enough for 
6 wonderful hampers to be put together by Di 
Inder and Thank Di very much for a lovely job 
done.

All the community we also say Thank you for 
purchasing our tickets in both the 100 club and 
raffle. Prize results were raffle:

First    Cheryl Brazier
Second   Frank Googe
Third    Marg Ward
Fourth   Sue Cronin
Fifth    Mary O’Neill
Sixth   Fiona Hedges

100 CLUB 

First    Chris Nutt
Second   Bailey Morgan
Third   Carlita McConnell

Again we Thank Everyone for your generosity 
have a safe and very Merry Christmas.

Margaret Wright 

Merriwa Women’s Guild
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Business 
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Merriwa Newsagency
Congratulations to all of the students 
for completing another year of school. 

Enjoy your summer holidays! 

NEW IN STORE THIS WEEK

CENTRAL WET LIFESTYLE 

• Gunnedah town feature 

• Gorgeous gardens to inspire

• Homegrown stars Tom Gleeson and 
Fanny Lumsden 

FARWEST LIVING 

• Contractor cloud -  A new way to find 
work

• EXCLUSIVE: locals in love 

• The heart of the Central West 

BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS 

• 80 top ideas to go glam ‘n’ gorge indoors 
and out!

• Delicious recipes including ready -made 
feasts, stunning cheesecakes and cool 
cocktails 

• Party garden – lights, flowers, action! 

• Camping essentials, road trip tips and bliss-
out retreats 

A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT

Let the song in your heart fill the earth.

BEANIE BOOS

WISHING EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

THANKING YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN 2017

There is still plenty of time left to get all those 
last minutes gifts. There are handbags, wallets, 
toiletry bags, men’s polo’s, and shirts. Just to 
mention a few things we have in store so come 
in and have a look about it may just surprise what 
we have. We will be very happy to gift wrap.

This week’s extra special specials we are taking 
25% off all our children summer clothing, so 
that’s all shorts, t-shirts, dresses and pj’s and we 
are also taking 25% off all ladies, men’s, and kids 
summer shoes only for one week. 

We still have a few bottles of the Magical 
Reindeer food left... All you need to do sprinkle 
on the lawn, it’s their favourite food.

Dianne Inder

Di’s Clothing Patch

10

Gabby: Let me 
be your very 
best friend. Then 
our play time will 

never end. 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
attended our 
very successful 
Beanie Boo 
party last 
Sunday. A 

special thank you to the girls at the bakery for 
the wonderful cupcakes, the children enjoyed 

them immensely. 

PHONECARDS: All cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone. 

Leanne Hook

AQUA AEROBICS
Mondays 11.00-12.00am and 5.00pm-6.00pm

$12.00 per 1 hour session (pool entry not included)
Contact Merriwa Swimming Pool on 6548 2170 to 

register 
Bookings ARE essential
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JTS REALTY
A FAMILY BUSINESS

Happy Holidays from Jay, Tiffany & Sofia at JTS Realty. 
We hope your holidays will be filled with joy and laughter through the New Year

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
admin@jtsrealty.com.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

Businesses

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

 CURTIS GANT BETTS
  SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS



Merriwa RingerPage 22

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

HAY SALES & HAY 
CONTRACTING

Small square and 
Round Bales

All Rural contracting 
available

Ring Darryl on 
0429 485 168
or 6548 5168

HANCKEL RURAL

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 
M A M

ACCOUNTING

Email:  admin@mamandco.com.au   
Skype:  mamsydney   

Website:  www.mamandco.com.au

Professional Accounting Solutions 

161 Bettington Street, Merriwa NSW 2329
Merriwa: (02) 6548 2226  
Toll free:  1800 252 972
Sydney:  (02) 9428 6000

Appointments only

Cloud Computing
Accounting & Taxation

Strategic Planning
Estate & Succession Planning

 
Computer Service & Repair 

Friendly and Professional 

Merriwa Local, Servicing the 
Hunter Valley 

Call MATT on 0418667887 

La Scaletta
Pizzeria

Traditional Wood-fired pizza
Friday 6.00pm to 9.00pm

Saturday 6.00pm to 
9.00pm

Call us for your next function!
Contact La Scaletta on 

6548 3005
robert.marchese@bigpond.

com
Bookings are essential!

0407 757 144
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish.

Holy Trinity
Merriwa

9.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible 
Study

7.30am Mon, 
Wed, Fri

Morning Prayer

St Columbia
Cassilis

11.00am every 
2nd and 4th 

Sunday

Contact: 0429 996 
769

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213
6548 2042

MORE THAN JUST A 
POST OFFICE One-
stop for paying (nearly) all your bills 

Business banking and personal banking 
Stationary and greeting cards - 

inexpensive, full range
Computer and technology items Mobile 

phones, starter kits and recharge 
vouchers

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm 
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

Meets the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7.00pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Secretary:  Anna Whaley  
 and Sandy Wallings
Treasurer:  Anna Whaley

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 

6.00pm
Saturday by arrangement.

DR EMAD JASEM
For all your medical needs.

For appointments please 
call the surgery on 

6548 2305 

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 

11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Rev David Kim - 6545 1396
Pastor Richard Moors - 6543 1168

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

s

at 10.00am in the CWA Rooms, 
159 Bettington Street 

Visitors and new members are always 
welcome.  

Enquiries to: 
President: Barbara Campbell 

Phone: 6548 5131 
Email:  barbaraj911@gmail.com 

Secretary: Robyn McAlister 
Phone: 6548 3274 

Email:  robyncwa@bigpond.com 

CWA 
Meets 2nd 

Monday 
of the month 

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

 

 

 
 

. 

 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
0265 482 083 

merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 
 

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday: 8am to 3.30pm 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

Hours of Operation: 
After School Care 

Monday-Friday: 3pm – 6pm 
Vacation Care 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: Mel 
Swan on 0457 832 581
Treasurer: Leanne Hunt on 
0487 761 253
Secretary: Kellie Porter
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au 
Pat Ryan - President 

Megan Richards - 
Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

      15  to 17th September!ccc

2017 
Merriwa 

Springtime 
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA 

President - Clint Walker
Secretary - Fiona Morgan 
Treasurer - Roy Morgan - 

0418 417 186
    

JUNIOR 
LEAGUE 

AND 
NETBALL 

CLUB

Email: fionamorgan6@bigpond.
com

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Hall
Treasurer: Krichelle Khan

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior Competitons
Court Hire

Vice President: 
Hannah Walmsley

Merriwa 
Rugby League 
Football Club

President: Anthony Kelly
Senior Vice President: Gavin 

Armstrong
Junior Vice President: Kayla 

Barry
Secretary/Public Officer: 

Gaynor Blackadder 
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2017/18 starts Sept 11!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 26 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

     
 

MERRIWA BUSHMAN’S CAMPDRAFT 
EST. 1947 

President: Jamie Edmonds 0428 308 010 
Secretary: Megan Richards  0427 437 743 

Treasurer: Jake McIntyre  
0408 112 709 

 
 

 
October Long weekend 2017 

merriwacampdraft@gmail.com 

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Christine Riley  
Treasurer 0427 412 128

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
David Alker

Contact - 0427 482 095

Vice Presidents - Peter 
Bishop and Paul Frampton

Race Day 
for 2017 is 

April 22

Merriwa District 
Progress Association 

SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION THAT 

SUPPORTS YOUR 
COMMUNITY

Meets every 4th Wednesday at 
Merriwa RSL Club at 6.00pm

Phone Bryan on 6548 5000
or Beron on 6548 2245

Inc
Merriwa 

Cricket Club
President: 

Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

 
 
 

 

RUSSELL’S 
Earthmoving  

Pty Limited 
Earthmoving and 

Construction 
 

 02 6548 2246 
0417 506 769 

6 Gooch Street Merriwa 2329 
 

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628
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Clubs
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Merriwa Sports Club

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

Last Sunday each month
Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entree, 
mains and desserts.

Casual bowls and golf also available. Donations 
in honesty box.

Chinese/Australian Restaurant open for lunch 
Wednesday to Sunday, 12 noon to 2.00pm.  
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 8.30pm. 
Closed Mondays, reopen 5.00pm Tuesday.

For bookings and take away - telephone 6548 
3228. 
PLEASE NOTE: CHINESE SMORGASBORD SUNDAY

DECEMBER 31
WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle December 2
Saturday members draw, no 284, was not won – 
next week $210.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week $240.00

 Dinner:   Loretta Cooper  
 Bowls Raffle:    Olivia Gear

 Free Tickets:   Beatrice Voysey

Sunday Raffle December 3
Members draw, no 296 was won – next week 
$250.00.

Please note: Saturday raffles commence at 
7.30pm. 

Every Saturday we have social bowls on. 1.00pm 
start on the green. $5.00 per person.

The Sports Club provides a wide range of 
benefits for members and guests.

Merriwa RSL Club
The Members Lucky Badge for $500.00 was not 
won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 246.  
This week it jackpots to $550.00. 

The 7.00pm draw for $500.00 was not won the 
number was 626 this week it jackpots to $520.00. 
The 9.00pm draw for $260.00 was not won the 
number was 344, this week it jackpots to $280.00.

The Thursday Badge draw for $1060.00 was not 
won the number was 186, this week it jackpots 
to $1080.00 and will be drawn between 6.00pm 
– 7.00pm. LTPS/16/04092

The Sunday Morning Badge Draw for $1500.00 
was won last week the number was 472, this 
week it commences at $500.00 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you 
must be present to win the money. LTP/16/04092

Membership renewal is now over due. 

Thursday December 21 the RFS Ham raffles. 

Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening 
6.00pm to 8.30pm.

WI-FI – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members 
and guest. 

Birthday vouchers each month are also available 
at the bar at the beginning of the month 

‘T-BONE TUESDAY’

Every Tuesday you can now order a T-Bone, 
chips and salad or veg for just $15.00.

Also every Thursday have a chicken schnitzel, 
chips and salad or veg for just $12.50. 

Gourmet Burger Bargain’s – Saturday lunch 
Wagyu, Lamb or Pork burgers with chips $10.00 
only.

HAPPY HOUR –        Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm 
                                 Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
NEW –                        Saturday 3.00pm to 5.00pm – 
                                 Pre-mix cans from $6.50

MERRIWA WOMENS BOWLS

The clubs next meeting will be held in February 
2018, unless something urgent comes up.

Upper Hunter District Womens Bowls - Mixed Pairs 
Championships, ominations close February 12, 
2018 with club secretary Loretta or leave your 
name on the board in the ladies restroom.

Loretta Cooper
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What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY JOKER DRAW was not won.... It is now at 
$1900.00, you will receive a ticket for each drink 
purchased from 5.00pm until drawn and also 
two meat tray raffles valued at $50.00 each are 
$1.00 a ticket, remember to retain your tickets 
for a chance at the joker draw. Tickets on sale 
from 5.00pm and drawn between 7.00-7.30pm, 
you have to be there to win.

HAPPY HOUR

Monday - Friday       5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro is now open 7 days a week for dinner 
and lunch, with daily specials. Friday and 
Saturdays are open from 6.30pm-8.30pm.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00ea and all kids meals come with ice 
cream and topping.

Keep an eye out on our special via Facebook or 
the chalkboard near the bistro. 

Come down; enjoy a meal and cold beverage. 

To book a table please call 6548 2235. 

PUNTER CLUB 2018

We are now taking names for the Punters Club 
for 2018. Costing $10.00 per person per week. 
Sign up now at the Bar. 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

Book your Christmas party now before spots are 
taken.

Pool table and jukebox available with lots of 
great tunes for everyone to enjoy.

Please like our page on Facebook Merriwa 
Royal Hotel for any sudden changes.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel

N
ew

s

Merriwa RLF and League 
Tag

end for 2017, with the ladies coming third in 
the competition, taking home the win against 
Murrurundi. 

We had eight players remaining with injury’s 
taking out three players, thankfully Murrurundi 
only turned up with nine players. 

The Magpies did a great job with a win of 16-4. 

Great defence, attitude, determination to win 
prevailed and got us over the line. 

We hope everyone rests up and looks after 
themselves to come back stronger and better 
for the 2018 season for the Merriwa Magpies. 

Continue to read our article to find out when 
training starts.

We are still after the following positions:

• Canteen Coordinator 
• Grounds keeper (maintaining lines, etc)
• Ground manager

If you would like more information about these 
positions please feel free to contact Jessyca 
Morgan on 0488 120 407 or Gaynor Blackadder 
on 0447 221 243. 

Jessyca Morgan

Sporting

The ladies CRL 9’s has come to an 

                                 Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon
Members prices $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies, and $5.00 Corona’s.
Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening 
6.00pm to 8.30pm.

Matthew Morgan
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Merriwa Little Athletics
Little A’s had a surprise visit from Aberdeen Little 
Athletics centre on Monday night.  Max and 
Denise Bell made the trip over the range with 
a trailer full of hurdles which they have kindly 
donated to the club. THANK YOU ABERDEEN!  
We are now officially packed to the rafters…a 
problem I will try and figure out next term!

Super stars on the track on Monday night 
included Amelia Wilkinson for always trying hard 
in Tots activities. Great work Amelia.  Archie 
Constable was recognised for developing a 
really good sense of sportsmanship and fairness 
this season.  Annabelle Hunt impressed her 
throws coach with a killer shotput throw of 4.49m 
and David Googe was on fire in the starts and 
sprints, impressing his coaches with his excellent 
listening and 100% effort. Well done kids!  

Thanks again to Coles – Scone for your most 
generous donation of bananas this term, they 
were devoured with great enthusiasm and 
to Blair Richardson for picking them up each 
week.  Thanks Graham for helping Emma on the 
BBQ and Leanne for sorting out our cashbox on 
short notice! Special thanks to our brilliant team 
of coaches this term– Ozzie, Robert, Mikaela, 
Jamie, Belinda, Lizzy, Ainsley, Kelly, Kayla, Sally, 
Karina and Ben – no wonder with help like this 
our athletes continue to go from strength to 
strength on and off the field. 

February is our last month of the season, so only 
4 weeks of training left! (Zone team, you will 
receive a text over the holidays for extra training 
sessions in the month leading up to Regionals.)

Enjoy a well deserved break over Christmas and 
I look forward to seeing you all on our first night 
of training in Term 1 on January 8! Tash Taaffe

Tash Taaffe

Merriwa Cricket Club
Merriwa took the opportunity of a supportive 
home crowd on Saturday to put on a scintillating 
display with a crushing defeat over our visitors 
Belltrees.

Electing to bat after winning the toss, Belltrees 
immediately found themselves in all sorts of 
trouble, with two wickets down without a run 
on the board in the 4th over.  This set the scene 
for the remainder of their short innings, only 
managing to make 43 all up before the final 
wicket fell in the 24th over.

Brad Strachan and James Armstrong took less 
than nine overs to pass this total with 30 and 10 
not out respectively and 4 sundries making up 
the rest.

Looking at the bowling figures, it was certainly 
Brad’s day with a revered 5 wicket haul for just 
13 runs of his 8 overs. Charlie Stokes - 1/11 (5); 
Greg Sheehan - 2/10 (7) and Nev Blackadder- 
2/6 (3.4) all contributed valuably to the effort as 
did the rest of the team with sharp fielding and 
some handy catches.

This short and sharp match was great for our 
confidence and the competition table but 
did not provide the evening of entertainment 
promised for our Family Fun Day!  Luckily, Belltrees 
very generously agreed to stay on and play a 
T20 game to provide both the players and the 
crowd with a bit more action.     

This time, in a far more competitive and 
entertaining match, runs were coming thick and 
fast for Belltrees with their batsmen scoring a 
massive 191 runs off their 20 overs .. a total I’m 
sure they’d have been very happy with in the 
earlier game.  Not to be outdone, our bowlers 
we also hitting the mark with plenty of wickets 
falling throughout the innings. Greg picked up 
3, Charlie and Jon bagged two each and Nev 
and Doug chipping in one each.  Belltrees 9/191.

Taking to the crease with Ray Osborne after a 
short stint by Ben, Greg showed his adaptability 
to the shortest form of the game, finding gaps 
all around the ground for his 112 runs. Ossie 
contributed 25 and Charlie was not out also on 
25 with Nev not out on 18 when we passed their 
total in the final over.

So a close one in the second but Merriwa ended 
the day with two wins much to the delight of the 
home crowd.

Many thanks to all those who came along for 
the evening.  It was wonderful to see so many 
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littlies having such a great time.

Special thanks to Merriwa Preschool for the great 
food at the canteen and to Nathan Barry who 
worked tirelessly on the barbecue all afternoon.  
The players sure appreciated the nourishing 
food after their efforts, as did the supporters and 
sponsors.  Thank you also to Jake McIntyre for 
the great music that kept us rocking through the 
day.

We are very grateful to all our sponsors whose 
contributions this year have made such a huge 
difference to our club. Your generosity and 
support is very much appreciated.                   

Sally Gilbey
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PLANNING . SURVEYING . PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ENGINEERING DESIGN . GIS & MAPPING

Industrial & commercial surveying    /    Land development services
Rural & residenial subdivision    /    Development applications    /    UAV & drones

Laser scanning     /    Detail & contour surveys     /    Building & road set-out

Contact.  Ross Peasley.  P. 6541 1509  M. 0478 180 175  A. 73A Bridge Street, Muswellbrook

From all of us at The Merriwa Ringer, we 
would like to take a moment to say how 
grateful we are to have worked with all 
buisnesses, community organisations 
and patrons of the Ringer. We wish 
you the merriest Christmas and a New 

Year filled with hope. 

We look forward to working with you 
all again in 2018. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!  

From Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa Touch Football
We will resume touch January 17, This is before 
school goes back. Something we are again 
trialling dfferently to what has past. Please don’t 
be complacent and forget to come along 
Captains will be contacted as a reminder and 
times will be placed on Facebook. If your team 
does not have the numbers than please let the 
committee know so the other team can be 
notified. 

Tina Taylor
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Peta Luke 
Tourism & Events Officer, 

Upper Hunter Shire Council 
Phone : 02 6521 7046  

Email: fotf@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au   
Web: www.festivalofthefleeces.com.au    

Welcome 
The Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces Committee would like to invite 
you to participate as a sponsor of the 28th Festival of the Fleeces to be 
held on the long weekend  in  June 2018. 

Merriwa’s annual Festival of the Fleeces is celebrating 28 years since it 
commenced in 1990. Each year this event generates much needed 
funds for the Westpac Rescue Helicopter and the Merriwa and  
District Volunteer Rescue Squads.  

The Festival is an event that the whole community can become in-
volved in and enjoy. Organising has kicked off for the 2018 event, let 
us know how you would like to be involved in this great opportunity.  

2018 SPONSORSHIP BENEFITS 
Platinum Sponsor ($5,500 including GST)  
 Logo featured in end titles of the television commercial that appears on NBN Newcastle (approx. 30 slots  
           valued at over $8000) 
 Full page advertisement in the official program (sponsor to provide artwork) 
 5 social media mentions throughout the 2018 digital marketing campaign 
 Medium logo on our sponsors page on the Festival of the Fleeces website  
 5 PA mentions on the day of the festival  
 Single 3m x 4m stall site for the festival  
 2 x tickets to our festival opening night  
 Invitation to the donation presentation ceremony held with our festival beneficiaries  
Gold Sponsor ($3,300 including GST)  
 Half page advertisement in the official program  
 4 social media mentions throughout  the 2018 digital marketing campaign 
 Medium logo on our sponsors page on the Festival of the Fleeces website  
 4 PA mentions of the day of the festival  
Silver Sponsor ($1,100 including GST) 
 Half page advertisement in the official program  
 3 social media mentions throughout 2018  
 Small logo on our sponsors page on the Festival of the fleeces website  
 3 PA mentions on the day of the festival 
Bronze Sponsor ($550 including GST) 
 Quarter page advertisement in the official program  
 2 social media mentions throughout 2018  
 Small logo on our sponsors page on the festival of the fleeces website  
 2 PA mentions on the day of the festival 
Red Donation (cash or in kind)  
 Listing in the official program  
 A mention on Social Media 
 Listing on the festival of the fleeces website 
 A PA mention on the day of the festival  
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MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to 
claim a date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.

The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing 
the community for 27 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DECEMBER

Thursday 14 • Last Ringer for 2017

Saturday 16 • Merriwa Christmas Markets - 8.30am-1.00pm

Termites
Spiders

Rodents
Ants

Cockroaches
Pre-Purchase

Email: office@pestalert.com.au

www.pestalert.com.au

John Bonney on 0497 796 377

Peter Packham on 0439 464 966

Michael Bonney on 0418 638 100

We invite you to talk to our Technicians direct:

Servicing Your Area Once a Week

Termites could be eating away 
your home as you read this, 

they pose a serious danger to 
your investment and your 

families safety.

We recommend regular 
inspections for peace of mind 
and to catch the early signs.

Are termites eating your 
home?

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 
spelling and terminology.

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer

by 12.00 noon Mondays. Ringer 
returns Monday January 29, 

2018


