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Highlighting Your Community
PRESENTATION ASSEMBLIES
Next Tuesday we will celebrate the success of our primary and
secondary students in two special assemblies. The primary
presentation assembly will focus on Kindergarten-Year 2 merit
and book awards, with some merit awards to students in Year
3-6. It will commence at 10.00am with a venue change to the
School of Arts.
The main presentation night awards for students Year 3-12 will
take place Tuesday evening at 7.00pm in the School of Arts.

https://www.981powerfm.com.au/upperhunter-christmas-spectacular
Students of Merriwa Central School will be performing at the 2017 Glencore
Upper Hunter Christmas Spectacular this year as part of the combined
choir!
Date: December 9, 2017
Venue: Muswellbrook Race Course
Time: 6.30pm
Cost: FREE!
Students performing will be required to be there by 6.00pm and meet Miss
Holden at the front of the clubhouse. They will begin their set at 7.00pm.
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Merriwa Central
School
Principal’s Report
As the end of the year approaches I would like
to share with our whole school community a
story that we share with all of our ROAR students
each year.
“I CAN SLEEP WHEN THE WIND BLOWS”
One Day a farmer needed some help on his
allotment, so he let it be known that he would
employ a suitable candidate from the local area.
He was inundated with applicants but could
not choose until, late in the piece, an outsider
approached him, a boy of slight appearance
and little to no experience.
The farmer enquired what was it the boy could
bring to a job that seemed outside his ability.
“I can sleep when the wind blows,” the boy
replied cryptically.

productive.
I would like to thank all of the students, staff and
community members who have contributed
to our school this year. We are all grateful for
your ongoing support and we look forward
to continuing to move forward together next
year as we provide our children with the best
educational experiences possible.
ANOTHER AWARD WINNER
Congratulations to Tarnisha Winsor who won
the Peter Hilder vocational education award.
Congratulations also to Mathew Porter who
was a finalist in the Robert Beggs vocational
education award. These awards highlight the
continued success rate of vocational education
students from our school over the past ten years.
It is phenomenal to see that a school of our size
can compete with and outperform other, larger
schools. This is only possible due to the hard work
of our wonderful staff and the tireless efforts of
our students. With consistent application and
dedication the rewards and results continue to
come.

Though more than a little puzzled by this, the
farmer thought he saw an undeniable quality in
the lad and decided to take a chance and hire
him.
A day or two went by and the boy carried out
his duties with nary a word of complaint. Late
one night, a terrible storm rolled in and created
a horrendous stir. The farmer awoke, sat bolt
upright in bed and then went to check the barn
door: it was closed tight. Next he checked the
animals: they too were secure and protected;
the same was the case for the machinery shed
and the feedlot.
Amazed, the farmer went to the boy’s quarters
to thank him for his good work. He found the
boy sound asleep. It was then that the farmer
remembered the phrase the boy had uttered
when they first met: ‘I can sleep when the wind
blows…’ The boy had done everything he was
supposed to do, when he was supposed to do
it, and had prepared to the full extent of his
abilities. There was nothing more he could have
done, and therefore he could sleep soundly,
regardless of the conditions.

Adam Johnston
Relieving Principal

This story is important to reflect on as we
approach the end of the year. There are tasks
that remain to be completed and there are
plans to be finalised. If we put in the efforts now,
the more the holiday season will be relaxing and
Merriwa Ringer
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Deputy Principal’s Report
Congratulations to Merriwa Central School
students Victoria McNaught, James Hagley
and Callum Telfer who have been selected to
participate in the Young Endeavour program
during April next year. The students will board
the ship in Sydney Harbour and embark on a
journey along the eastern Australian coastline,
returning to Sydney after ten days at sea. We
wish Victoria, James and Callum all the best
as they prepare to undertake this exciting
opportunity.

Jacob Ellis recently caught up with students from
Merriwa Central School to evaluate this year’s
OCHRE Hub program and start planning for 2018.

Robyn Morrison
Relieving Deputy Principal

Primary Report
QUICKSMART PRESENTATION
Thank you to secondary staff for organising
a lovely Christmas lunch and presentation of
QuickSmart folders to 2017 primary participants.
A special thanks to Head Teacher, Patrick
Lomax, and secondary QuickSmart instructor,
Karen Bush for their efforts in including primary
students. A special congratulations to Damien
Constable, Year 5, who has completed the
QuickSmart program in its entirety.
We would like to extend a special note of
gratitude to Maria Gibbons, our primary
QuickSmart instructor, for her magnificent and
reliable work during the year to ensure that
every participant succeeds to the best of his/
her ability.
During 2017, Leanne and Jacob Ellis from the
Upper Hunter OCHRE Opportunity Hub have
worked closely with our Aboriginal students. Their
involvement has included vocational guidance,
cultural mentorship, and, with support from
the Upper Hunter Aboriginal Learning Circle,
opportunities for students to participate in free
vocational training courses. We would like to
thank Jacob and Leanne for their efforts this
year and look forward to strengthening our
relationship with the OCHRE Opportunity Hub in
2018.
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INTENSIVE SWIMMING
This year’s intensive swimming program has
been a tremendous success for all participants.
As well as learning the skills of being safe in the
water, there has been a little time for fun and
happy play in each group.
Final testing will take place next Monday,
December 11, so please remember to send in
your child’s swim bag up until then. Certificates
will then be prepared and presented before the
end of term.
Merriwa Ringer

We are very fortunate to have the skills of PetaJane Higgins, who has coordinated the funding
and staffing for this program, along with Maria
Gibbons and Dimity Parker, who have been
excellent instructors throughout the two weeks.
CAPTAINS’ SPEECHES

Many thanks to the large crowd who visited
school last Friday morning to be entertained by
the thoughtful and entertaining speeches of our
Year 5 students who will potentially be school
leaders in 2018. Although only three girls and
three boys can be selected, we would like to
congratulate the following nominees for their
enthusiasm and courage in being prepared to
“have a go”.
Girls: Brooklyn Blackadder, Isabella Blades
Garden, Alyssa Carrall, Elisha Drury, Tiana
Gleeson, Mia Jacobs, Mia Morgan, Oceana
Rawlings, Ellie-Mai Whitby, Zali Wallings, Ella
Towell and Kiesha-Lee Taylor
Boys: Jye Byfield, Damien Constable, Duncan
Harrison, David McPhie, Riley Telfer.
Our 2018 school leaders will be announced
at the Merriwa Central School Presentation
Evening next Tuesday, December 12, 2017.
IMPORTANT DATES TO KEEP
Even though the end of the school year is almost
upon us, we still have some very important events
to enjoy and share. Please mark these dates in
your diary, and contact the school office if you
require further information:
•

Friday, December 8: Stage 3 (Years 5 and 6)
excursion to Wellington Caves

•

Tuesday, December 12: Kindergarten-Year 6
Presentation morning

•

Tuesday, December
presentation evening

•

Wednesday, December 13: KindergartenYear 6 Christmas concert and assembly

•

Thursday, December 14: Kindergarten-Year
6 Rewards Day

•

Friday, December 15: last day of school for
students.

12:

Years

3-12

Mrs Kate Jones
Assistant Principal

Merriwa Ringer

Page 5

Secondary Report
RAISING AWARENESS OF THE YOUTH MENTAL
HEALTH FIRST AID COURSE (YMHFA)

five steps, and uses the acronym ALGEE. At this
point it is important to be aware of gender and
cultural differences in how we proceed with the
action plan.

Mental illnesses often begin in childhood and
adolescence. It is important to detect problems
early to ensure the young person is properly
treated and supported. The aim of Mental
Health First Aid Course is to raise awareness of
how to assist a person with a mental health issue
until qualified help can be sought.

ALGEE means:

Up to 25% of young people each year are
dealing with some form of mental health
difficulty e.g. anxiety and depression. Mental
health conditions are not uncommon and there
is help available. The earlier young people
receive the help that they need, the better the
outcomes for them.

E: ENCOURAGE the person to get appropriate
professional help.

There are five common conditions covered by
the course:
•
•
•
•
•

Depression (including self-harm and suicide)
Anxiety
Eating disorders
Psychosis (e.g. bipolar, schizophrenia, posttraumatic stress disorder)
Substance abuse problems

The course also provided:
•
•
•
•

Accurate information on these conditions
and the risk factors for these conditions
developing
The types of intervention, therapy or
medication that are effective for each
condition
Appropriate medical professionals that
young people can be referred to for help
Examined gender and cultural differences
vary in the manifestation of mental health

Interesting facts:
•

•

Whilst girls are more likely to suffer from
depression and eating disorders, boys,
particularly indigenous boys are more at risk
of attempting suicide
Children who begin to use marijuana or
alcohol regularly before the age of 18 are
more likely to develop more serious drug
abuse problems, affecting their relationships,
educational and career prospects and can
also lead to serious problems with the law.

A: APPROACH the person, assess and assist with
any crisis
L: LISTEN and communicate non-judgementally
G: GIVE support and information

E: ENCOURAGE other support
The importance of early intervention
Untreated anxiety and depression in youth can
lead to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

low educational and career attainment
difficulties at work
substance abuse problems
early parenthood
suicide attempts
self-harming
problems with relationships
problems with the law.

Where to from here:
If you are a youth and you feel that you may
have a mental or emotional health problem,
I urge you to speak about this with a family
member, teacher, school counsellor or other
trusted adult. Don’t suffer in silence. There is lots
of help available, call the Kids Help Line on 1800
55 1800 24/7 or www.kidshelpline.com.au.
IF YOU ARE AN ADULT YOU MAY COMPLETE A
YMHFA
The YMHFA is for adults who have frequent
contact with young people. It helps them to
detect warning signs of mental health issues,
teaches them how to assist adolescents who
are developing a mental health problem,
experiencing a worsening of a mental health
problem or in a mental health crisis.
If we all become more aware of mental health,
we can better help ourselves, our families and
society as a whole. Thanks for reading.
Karina McLachlain

How to support a young person in crisis:
The Mental Health First Aid action plan outlines
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St Joseph’s
Primary School
What better way to kick off summer than with
a swimming carnival? St Joseph’s staff, students
and parents alike enjoyed a fun-filled day on
Friday thanks to the wonderful organisational
efforts of Mrs Peebles and Mrs Kerr. Underneath
a hot sun and clear skies, students brought their
best strokes to the pool as they competed in a
number of races, before enjoying a delicious
barbeque lunch. The afternoon saw some great
events, including noodle races, kickboard races
and the ultimate relay: parents vs staff and
students! It was neck and neck in the final lap, but
try as she might, Madelaine Thrift couldn’t quite
catch up to Will Mulligan, who brought home
a well-deserved win for the parents team. One
unlucky teacher managed to fall into the pool
looking for a ‘lost ring’ (can’t believe I fell for that
one), but even she enjoyed the day immensely.
The overall house winner out of St Anne’s and St
Joseph’s remains to be seen, but the best part
of the day was seeing students cheering on their
friends and encouraging all to have a go and
do their best. Thanks to Merriwa Pool for hosting
a wonderful carnival!

Merriwa Ringer
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CHOIR NEWS
The choir has been working extremely hard
all term to prepare for their appearance at
the Muswellbrook Upper Hunter Christmas
Spectacular! Students have been attending
rehearsals twice a week, and singing a range of
festive favourites. I would like to thank Chris, our
choir instructor from the Conservatorium for his
efforts this term, and the choir students for their
dedication! The students look forward to sharing
their performance with you on December 9th.
FAREWELL MR SUN
The infants students thoroughly enjoyed their time
with University of Newcastle student Matt Sun
over the last four weeks. Sadly we now farewell
him as he returns to university to complete his
studies. Thank you for all of your efforts Mr Sunwe look forward to seeing you again when you
are a fully qualified teacher!
BRINDLEY PARK FUN
On Thursday evening, St Joseph’s staff and
families gathered for a social at Brindley Park.
It was a way for all of us to re-connect and
take some time to just have fun! There was a
divine barbeque dinner, followed by cake for
dessert. However, the highlight would have to
have been the water fight, which saw children
of all ages weaving in and out of bushes and
attacking teachers and principal with buckets
and supersoakers. At one point, the sky decided
it wanted to join in and left us all soaking wet
and running for cover! I think it is safe to say that
the evening was enjoyed by all.
Thank you to Blair and Ozzie for hosting us and to
Mathew Grace and Merrifield for donating the
sausages.
Sarah Tait
Stage 3 Teacher
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WEEKLY AWARDS
Congratulations to the following award winners.
WEEK 9
Kindergarten - Jeremiah Raines – for an
outstanding effort in all aspects of swimming
Stage 1 - Lula Peebles – for competing in 50m in
all strokes at the swimming carnival
Arlia Parker - for competing in 50m in all strokes
at the swimming carnival
Stage 2 - Amelia Clarke – for her participation
and great encouragement to her peers at the
swimming carnival
Rowdy Walters – for working hard to be ready
to learn
Stage 3 - Patrick McLaren - for engaging
beautifully with our playgroup visitors
Amy Redgate - for engaging beautifully with our
playgroup visitors
Playground Champion - Lilly Towell - for making
an effort to include a friend who was feeling sad
Principal’s Awards - Claudia Patterson - for
working steadily to improve her learning
demonstrating
that
persistence
and
concentration reap wonderful rewards.
Sarah Tait
Stage 3 Teacher

Merriwa Ringer

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to
place your articles
and
advertisements into
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays. Just 1
Ringers remains.
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Banking Award		

Thomas McLean

Sports Excellence

Dustynn Turner

Sandy Hollow
Public School

PRESENTATION NIGHT AWARDS 2017
CLASS AWARDS
Kindergarten/Year 1/2
Academic Achievement

Roary Eldridge

Most Improved		

Charles Hartup

Bengalla Mining Company Consistent Effort		
				Mya Haataja
Jason Daniel Award for Kindness Marlii Peters
Year 3/4/5/6
Henry Dalton Cup for Best All Rounder			
				Andrew Harris
Most Improved		

Ayden Marsh

				

Riley Borradaile

Creative Arts Award

Cameron Nebauer

Library Award		

Reagan Turner

Award for Citizenship

Isabelle Pike

Premier’s Sporting Challenge 				
				
Mikayla Borradaile
Bengalla Mining Company Consistent Effort		

Denman Lions Club Scholarship

Kane Taylor

Public Speaking Medal
Andrew Harris 		
				Thomas McLean
Widden Award		

Thomas Mclean

SCHOOL LEADERS FOR 2018
Captains			
Riley Borradaile		
				Andrew Harris
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Sports Monitor		

Kane Taylor

Library Monitors		

Maddison Nebauer
Merriwa Ringer

Cassilis Public
CASSILIS P
School
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
ANGUS HEYCOX
Angus has earned the
title of Student of the
Week this week for his
overall mature approach
to learning.
Angus
demonstrated
each of Cassilis School’s
three Positive Behaviours
for Learning including;
‘Be Safe’, ‘Be Respectful’
and ‘Do your Best’ last week.
He played well in the playground all week.
Angus consistently stuck with one game of
cricket and was inclusive of others, encouraging
everyone to have a go and following the rules of
the game. He displayed positive sportsmanship
and worked as a team player.
Angus also showed respect for everyone at
school, including all staff, students and visitors.
He remained positive towards his work and
captain duties and was happy to help others in
the classroom and worked well in collaborative
activities.
Pauline Bullock

Last week, Angus was consistently trying his best
in classroom learning. He challenged his learning
by attempting harder tasks and more regularly
stayed on task to achieve improved results.
Congratulations, Angus and keep up the
wonderful work!

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to
place your articles
and
advertisements into
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays. Just 1
Ringers remains.
Merriwa Ringer

2018 SCHOOL CAPTAIN
SPEECH
On Tuesday November
28
at
9.00am,
our
2018
School
Captain,
Isabelle
Bibby presented a
well written speech
informing us how she
will make a positive role
model and leader in
2018. Congratulations
Isabelle!
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WEEK 8 IN PHOTOS

SNEAK PEEK OF THINGS STILL TO COME AT
CASSILIS PS
While Term 4 may be coming to an end there is
still a lot going on at Cassilis Public School.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students participating in Hip Hop Workshops
Presentation Night will be held on Tuesday
December 5
Town Library visit
Tennis with Nathan
Sacred Heart Primary School Matinee
performance of ‘The Lion King’, on
Wednesday December 6
Year 6 Farewell Dinner
Swim week
Kindergarten Orientation
Students Christmas lunch
Student reports home to families.
By Isabelle Bibby
Katrina Hodgson
Relieving Principal
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Merriwa
Pre‑School

us with generous donations and the wonderful
support we have received from the community.
Thank you so much.

and Activity Centre

Please keep in mind that the last day for PreSchool 2017 will be Tuesday December 12.

FRIENDSHIPS

Christmas party for the Monday group will be at
Pre-School December 11 at 9.00am.

During early childhood, the main ingredients
in forming friendships are opportunity and
similarity. To become friends, children need to
be available to each other for play and other
activities. Children become good friends when
they spend a lot of time playing together,
sharing toys, and enjoying the same games and
activities. Children who are neighbours, relatives,
or schoolmates spend more time with each other
and therefore have more opportunities to form
friendships. Children’s social contacts increase
dramatically when they enter school. In school,
children encounter a much larger group of peers
and tend to have less direct adult supervision
when they are together. From the toddler period
to the school-aged years, time spent with peers
triples. Pre-School is a great way to begin to
support new friendships.

Christmas Party for all other children will be
at Apex Park Wednesday December 13 at
10.00am-12.00pm.
We can’t wait to celebrate Christmas with you
all.
Leah Folpp

We have been busily working on a couple of
policies that we hope to implement as soon
as possible. The policies are an updated Staff
Grievance Policy and also a policy called the
Attendance Policy that addresses the issues
of bookings and cancellations at the Merriwa
Activity Centre. There is a window of two weeks
for families to add feedback to our policies, which
will be considered as additions. The policies are
available at the sign on in both the Pre-School
and Activity Centre for your information.
On Saturday December 9 from 4.30pm - 8.30pm
we are fundraising with the Merriwa Cricket
Club. If you can lend a hand for a few hours
please contact the school for information.
We would like to thank April Stanley for the
week she has spent with the school on work
experience. The children really enjoyed having
a new face in the service and April has been a
pleasure to have with us.
At the end of the year we say farewell to Teressa
Williams, our fabulous Administrator. We wish
Tess well in all her future endeavours. Newly
appointed to the position is Emma Douglas.
We are very excited to welcome her to the PreSchool family.
A Big Thanks to the Committee of the Pre-School
and Activity Centre for all your efforts throughout
the year and to all those who have thought of
Merriwa Ringer

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to
place your articles
and
advertisements into
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays. Just 1
Ringers remains.
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Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre
(PO Box 96)
43 Bow St, Merriwa NSW 2329
Ph: 0265 482 083
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au
ABN: 30 115 950 266

Learn and Grow

MAC 2018 Holiday Program

Please see Holiday Program below with amended dates. Apologies for any inconvenience.
Off on an excursion!
On January 17, we will be off to Tamworth for a day out. On our “to do” list is: Jump Up, The Marsupial Park,
shopping at Kmart and a sausage sizzle lunch. Cost to the families will be $8.50 per child to help cover entry to
Jump Up. The Activity Centre will be subsidising the original cost to help make it more manageable for families. To
reserve your seat on the bus we ask that payment is made on booking. There are limited seats so get in quick!
Children will also need $10.00 spending money.
Week 1
Monday January 1
Tuesday January 2
Wednesday
January 3
Thursday January 4
Friday January 5

Centre Closed due to Public Holiday
Arts and Craft at the Library with Mark
Cooking up a storm! We will be teaching the children some skills in the kitchen and trying some
different foods.
BINGO! – Come along and enjoy a fun filled morning playing BINGO with the residents at Gumman
Place hostel as well as Morning Tea
Arts and Craft at the MAC Centre

Week 2
Monday January 8
Tuesday January 9
Wednesday
January 10
Thursday January
11
Friday January 12

Fire Safety Talk – A visit from one of our local Fireman.
Arts and Craft at the Library with Mark
DISCO DAY! – come dressed ready to dance the day away and enjoy some of your favourite foods
CRAZY SCIENCE DAY! – experiments galore
Performance by renowned Magician – Joel Howlett
Arts and Craft at the MAC Centre

Week 3
Monday January 15
Tuesday January 16
Wednesday
January 17
Thursday January
18
Friday January 19

CHARADES AND PICTIONARY – games are always fun, why not come along and see if you can guess
what your friends are trying to draw. Lots of laughing and fun for all.
Arts and Craft at the Library with Mark
EXCURSION – Leaving the centre at 8.00am to head off to Tamworth for a fun filled day, please be here
by 7.45am so you don’t miss out. BOOKING ESSENTIAL. More information to come.
MOVIE DAY!
Arts and Craft at the MAC Centre

Week 4
Monday January
22
Tuesday January
23
Wednesday
January 24
Thursday January
25

BLUE DAY! – Blue everywhere!!! Come along dressed in blue as much blue as you can find! The centre
will be decorated in Blue; we will even be eating BLUE FOOD!
Arts and Craft at the Library with Mark
PAMPER AND CONSTRUCTION DAY! – Something for everyone! From Mud Masks to Timber and Nails!
BINGO! – Come along and enjoy a fun filled morning playing BINGO with the residents at Gumman
Place hostel as well as Morning Tea

During the Summer Holidays we will be visiting the Pool either in the morning or the afternoon, please bring your towel and
swimmers everyday as well as entry money to the pool if you do not hold a season ticket.
Please also note that for these wonderful activities to occur we need to have your children booked in advance so we can
arrange our staff. To make a booking please call us at the centre on 02 6548 2083 by December 8, 2017.
Regards,

Page
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Natalie

MAC Co-ordinator
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Anglican News
Phone: 0429 996 769
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Women’s Guild Meeting - First Thursday Monthly
Messy Church - Parish Hall - Last Friday Monthly:
3.30pm

right now! This is the kind of active, involved,
participatory waiting Advent invites. And why
not get started now? After all, this story about all
those wonderful things that happened long ago!
It’s just the beginning, and the story continues to
unfold both around us and through us.
(From: Text of the Week)
Love and blessings,
Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Men’s Breakfast - Parish Hall - Third Saturday:
7.30am
REFLECTION ADVENT 2 Mark 1:1-8
Advent is all about promises. And not just
Advent, of course, but the whole Gospel of Mark.
Given that most scholars consider the terse,
descriptive opening of Mark….”The beginning
of the good news of Jesus, the Son of God”, not
to be actually, the first line of the book but rather
its title. Mark literally begins his account with a
promise of Isaiah. It’s the promise of Isaiah to
desperate Israel at one of the low points of
its history. And while Mark clearly invites us to
see John the Baptist as the fulfilment of Isaiah’s
promise of comfort, deliverance and renewal
that Mark is claiming happens in the ministry of
the one John heralds. Promises, if you hear and
believe them, create an expectation about the
future and set something in motion.
The same is true about God’s promise, and that
perhaps is the key message of Advent. That in
the stable at Bethlehem God is not only keeping
promises God made to Israel, but also making
promises to us. That in Jesus, God hears our
cries of fear and concern and doubt at our
lowest points and responds. And my goodness,
the newspaper headlines seem full of low
points! And to these cries for deliverance, God
responds with promises of healing, peace, and
justice in and through the life, ministry, death
and resurrection of Jesus.
Mark concludes his Gospel with an open-ending
because it is, after all, JUST the beginning. The
story isn’t over. Which means we are all invited
to continue the story of the good news of Jesus
as God continues to write the Gospel of Jesus
in and through our lives as individuals and
communities.
What we do will not bring ultimate healing
or comfort or peace or justice. That’s God’s
job, and God will keep God’s promises to the
fullest in the fullness of time. But we don’t have
to wait for that passively, but are invited to
throw ourselves into that venture both trusting
God’s promises and living them right here and
Merriwa Ringer

Rotary

EIGHTY NOT OUT. ...LET’S TOAST TO THAT!
At our last meeting, we celebrated the
eightieth birthday of long-time member FRANK
ARMSTRONG. Frank has a record of invariably
turning up to lend a hand at our club’s projects
as well as being a past president of the club.
Happy Birthday, Frank...and many more of them!
ANGUS PEEBLES AWARD
This is the final reminder before our club goes
into its Christmas recess.
A $2,000.00 scholarship is available to students
going on to post HSC studies. Application forms
are available at the Newsagency and at the
Pharmacy and from Peta Luke at the Council...
or by contacting our president Will Mulligan by
email or by messaging on Facebook. CLOSING
DATE is JANUARY 9. Interviews will be held shortly
after.
Again, the Scholarship is open to all whose
home address is within the boundaries of the
former Shire of Merriwa, regardless of where their
secondary education has been received, as
well as to any Merriwa Central Students whose
home is outside the boundaries .
Mark Smith

La Scaletta

CLOSING DATES
Due to the absence of Robert, the La
Scaletta will be closed from November 17
re-opening December 22.
We are sorry for any inconvenience this
may cause, especially for those who were
thinking of booking a Christmas Party during
this time
Robert Marchese
Page 15

Merry Christmas
from

AQUA AEROBICS

Thank you to the community for your
support of our activities and events in 2017
The TransCare office will be closed
from Monday 25th December 2017
until Tuesday 2nd January 2018

The CT2010 service will operate on
Tuesday 2nd January and
Thursday 4th January only.
The bus will align with trains at
Muswellbrook.
Five day operation will resume from
Monday 8th January 2018.
Check our website for full
timetables and follow our
Facebook page

(02) 6545 3113 - www.transcare.org.au
214 Kelly Street Scone NSW 2337
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Mondays 11.00-12.00am and 5.00pm-6.00pm
$12.00 per 1 hour session (pool entry not included)
Contact Merriwa Swimming Pool on 6548 2170 to
register
Bookings ARE essential

FOR SALE - LAYER PULLETS

12 week olds (Red, Black and
White Isa Browns) - $17.50 each

Brian Larkin Laying Pullets

From Merriwa Petroleum and Ag
Wednesday December 8 at
9.30am

Phone 6548 2071

Merriwa Ringer

Christmas Activity Pages
ORANGE
CHOCOLATE
TRUFFLES

INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

EASY PAINTING CRAFTS

With the weather being warm leading into
Christmas, why not try hand and feet paintings
to creat cards and decorations. With just a few
basic colours many designs can be created
from Santa to Santa and his sleigh, Christmas
trees and reindeers. A craft to keep for a life
time.

750g Christmas pudding or fruitcake
30g Unsalted Butter
2 tablespoons brandy (optional)
400g good-quality dark chocolate, chopped
1/4 cup thickened cream
1 tablespoon orange juice
1 teaspoon orange rind
2 teaspoons candied orange peel
STEP 1

Break up the Christmas pudding or fruitcake in
the bowl of a food processor and blitz until it
forms coarse crumbs.
STEP 2
Place 200g dark chocolate, orange juice and
butter in a heatproof bowl over a saucepan
half-filled with simmering water. Stir until the
ingredients melt together and the mixture
becomes smooth. Add the melted chocolate
and brandy to the Christmas pudding or
fruitcake crumbs, and stir to combine. Stir in rind.
STEP 3
Line a tray with baking paper. Roll large
tablespoonfuls of the mixture into balls, and
place on the lined tray. Transfer into the freezer
until firm (approx 45 minutes).
STEP 4
Place remaining chocolate in a heatproof,
microwave-safe bowl. Microwave, uncovered,
on medium (50%) for 2 to 3 minutes, stirring every
minute with a metal spoon, or until melted and
smooth. Using a fork, dip truffles in chocolate,
shaking off excess. Return truffles to tray. Top
each truffle with one piece of candied peel.
Refrigerate until set.
http://www.taste.com.au/recipes/18606/ora
nge+chocolate+truffles?ref=zone,christmasbaking
Merriwa Ringer
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Community Notice Board
Merriwa Fire and Rescue
NSW

We are currently recruiting for new
members to join our team. FRNSW’s
Retained Firefighters are a diverse group of
men and women who balance other work,
study and family commitments, but enjoy being
part of a team and working with people and
other emergency services. Retained Firefighters
provide a high standard of response to fire and
emergency situations.
BENEFITS OF BEING A RETAINED FIREFIGHTER
FRNSW is a registered training organisation and
will provide all required training and skills which
lead to nationally recognised competencies in
firefighting, rescue, first aid and basic life support,
rope work, and use of power and specialised
tools. The skills and confidence gained on the
job are readily transferable and will equip you
to deal with a range of work and life challenges.
For more information give us a call or you can
apply by completing an online application on
our website: http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au

In Loving Memory

NATHAN ELLIS
AUGUST 5, 1986 TO DECEMBER 5, 2013

Who made the 27 years in this world a happy
and brighter place.
Our love and happy memories of you remain in
our hearts, as it did yesterday, as it does today,
as it will tomorrow and it will forever
With love always,
Dad, Mum, Rebecca, Renae, Karlie, Tabatha,
Lisa, Blake, Bradley and families

Merriwa River Rural Fire Service

Captain: Dave Redgate 0428 482 469

Merriwa River Rural Fire Service would like to
invite you all to their annual ham raffle

Deputy Captain: Annie Rodgers 0408 482 778.

Date:		

December 21

Venue:

Merriwa RSL

Annie Rodgers

Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary

Many thanks to everyone who supported our
street stall last Friday. Such a huge array of
cakes, slices and biscuits were on sale. It is great
to see the support we receive from our wonderful
community. Our raffle winners were: First prize
HAM was won by Bob Telfer and our wine and
biscuits basket second prize was won by Eva
Towler. 100 Club winners were: First - No 66 Warren Shean; Second - No 10 - Ray Moore;
Third - No 54 - John Scott. Congratulations to
all our winners. Thanks to all our members who
manned the stall and the table, your volunteer
work is very much appreciated. Many thanks to
all those who cooked for our stall.

Tickets on sale from 6.00pm for an 8.00pm draw
$2.00 a ticket or 3 for $5.00. Come one come all!
Due to a generous contribution from Frampton
Freights we are able to purchase 20 ham from
local butcher Max’s Country Cuts.
”Best ham in the Upper Hunter if we do say so
ourselves”
Bonus prizes from Rosto, IGA Merriwa and
Gulgong Cherries.
MC for the night will be the one and only Dermott
Shannon.
Marlene Rogers

The executive and members of the Merriwa
Hospital Auxiliary wish the Merriwa Community
a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a happy and
healthy 2018. Enjoy the holiday season.
Elaine Sparrow
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Merriwa Senior Citizens

Merriwa Combine Churches

HAWKESBURY CRUISE

CAROLS IN THE PARK

When:		
Tuesday March 6, 2018
We are going on a trip on the Hawksbury
Riverboat Postman. Cost, including morning
tea and lunch on board ($45.00) is $90.00 per
member or $100.00 per non member.
Money must be fully paid by February 28 - a late
cancellation will incur a $50.00 fee. Departing
Merriwa with Cowans at 6.00am.
This should be a lovely day, please contact me if
you are interested.
Mary O’Neill

Hunter Medical Practice
Merriwa Multi-Purpose
Service
Cnr Brisbane and
Mackenzie Street,
Merriwa, NSW, 2329
Phone 6532 5013
Fax 6532 5006
Denman Multi-Purpose
Services
51-53 Ogilvie Street,
Denman, NSW, 2328
Phone 6547 3955
Fax 6547 1134

Sunday December 10

The Combined Christian Church’s of Merriwa
invite you to join us at Apex park for Carols In
the Park.
Carols start at 7.00pm and a BBQ will be
available. Starts 6.30pm onwards.
Each year at the Carols in the Park a sausage
sizzle BBQ run by Peter and Wendy Campbell
of the Uniting Church is held with the proceeds
donated to a worthy individual or cause in
Merriwa.
This year the proceeds will be donated to the
newly formed Merriwa and District Meals on
Wheels inc.
This service to our community was reinstated
after community concerns that freshly cooked
meals prepared at our MPS Hospital and
delivered to our senior members by volunteers
was an essential service needed.
Legal requirements and establishment costs
were required in order to become a registered
entity as a registered charity.

Dr Noman Jawaad

Merriwa Markets
When:
Time:		

Date: 		

Saturday December 16
8.30am till 1.00pm

Come and have your morning coffee with us
and even an egg and bacon roll. Hope to see
you all there.
Julie Russell

Donations from Merriwa Rotary Merriwa Progress
Association and individuals along with personal
guarantees has enabled this service to start.
The personal contact and interaction with the
recipients of this service is well recieved along
with five home cooked meals per week.
The Combined Christian Churches invite you
to join in our carol singing and support for this
worthy cause.
This year we will have our local musicians along
with two of our local singers performing.
Quality sound amplification is provided by Mr
Jake Mackintyre.
Locking forward to seeing you there.

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to
make use of this free service, please contact us

Please note.. if inclement weather prevails..the
Carols event will be transferred to the school of
arts building.. Bow Street Merriwa.
Cr Ron Campbell

before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa Golf Club

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
When:		

Sunday December 10

Time:			

11.00am

Where:		

Merriwa Sports Club

All financial members are invited to attend.
Enquiries, copy of agenda, please contact the
secretary Patrick Williams, PO Box 15 Merriwa or
via email williams_concrete@dodo.com.au or
phoning 0417 462 767.
Patrick Williams

Merriwa Anglican Church
WOMEN’S GUILD
STREET STALL
The Anglican Women’s Church Guild will be
holding a street stall on Friday December 8.
Any donations of cakes, biscuits, slices, saleable
goods would be much appreciated.
First prize in our Monster Christmas Raffle is a
Hamper which includes a ham, turkey, pork,
chicken, Christmas cake, pudding, wine and
lots of other Christmas goodies. Further prizes
will be displayed on the day. Come along,
say hello, take a ticket and you may the lucky
winner of our wonderful hamper. Your support
is appreciated.
Margaret Wright and Joan Morgan

Local Lands Services Merriwa

Hunter Local Land Services reminds landholders
its agricultural extension team is available to
assist producers dealing with the ongoing dry
conditions across Merriwa and the Upper Hunter.
Farmers are feeling the pressure to make
livestock feeding and management decisions
now and LLS livestock officer, Kirstin Bisley,
extension staff and district vets are providing
advice and ongoing support.
Selling livestock has proven a popular option in
the current strong market however for anyone
hand feeding, careful budgeting is required
considering the uncertain timeframe of drought,
increasing feed costs, and physical, financial
and mental resources.
District vets remind stock owners to be aware of
animal health concerns associated with hand
feeding including grain poisoning, pulpy kidney,
fungal toxins and chemical residues. Monitor
water quality and quantity and vaccinate cattle
for clostridial diseases.
When considering agistment options, be aware
of biosecurity issues when transporting and
returning livestock including the tick-borne
disease, Theileriosis, now endemic in many
coastal areas and a common cause of cattle
production losses and deaths in introduced
stock. Similarly, check if there are any concerns
with Johnes Disease or liver fluke on potential
agistment properties.
Support is available through rural financial
counsellors and NSW Mental Health Line 1800
011 511. DroughtHub on NSW DPI website details
concessional loans for refinancing and carry-on
expenses.
Contact
Hunter LLS
staff
at
Merriwa
6548 2175
or
Scone
6540 2400
Website: hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au for the latest
Animal Health Newsletter and Drought Factsheet
Maria Cameron
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Business

Merriwa Newsagency
NEW IN STORE THIS WEEK

GRAZIHER
Photo essay - a day in the life of a contract
musterer
Delicious recipes including apricot rolls and
rockmelon breakfast bowls
Championing rural business and bush
therapy
UNIQUE CARS

•
•
•

Cheap thrills: fun-filled small Fords
Renault Clio: cool pocket rocket
Giocattolo, the Aussie supercar
THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S WEEKLY

•
•
•
•

Sylvia Jeffreys ‘We’d love a house full of kids’
62 pages of fabulous festive food with Curtis
Stone, Maggie Beer and Julie Goodwin
Marta Dusseldorp exclusive: how my mum
inspired me
Julie Walters on love, laughter and her
naughty past
OUTBACK

•
•
•

The road to Roper Bar: Gulf country, NT
Tanya Dupagne 2017 Rural woman of the
year
Good taste:
Australians are producing
tastier, healthier and more valuable food
A TWIGSEEDS MOMENT

You are only young once...but you can be
immature for a lifetime!

LOTS OF NEW WELL PRICED BAGS AND PURSES!
LEUNIG 2018 CALENDARS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!
PHONECARDS: all cards are now available
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone. Cash
and Eftpos only.
Leanne Hook

Di’s Clothing Patch
MERRY CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING IDEAS
The time is moving on and Christmas will
be here before you know it, so we have
some ideas to make thing a little easier.
This week’s extra special, specials starting
Thursday December 7, we will have slashed the
prices on all this years ladies summer fashion, we
are also taking 25% off for one week only.
We have some great gift ideas in store from
handbags and jewellery for the ladies and
wallets, shirts, shorts, and overnight bags for the
men. Children have not been forgotten there
is some new arrivals, summer dresses, tees,
shirts and pj’s. Pink Poppy has new necklaces,
headband, model planes and wind-up robots.
Another new range in store this Christmas has
something for all tastes from Macadamia
Shortbread, Melting Moment, Rockie Road
and not forget Humbugs for the sweet tooth
to Fig and Almond Paste, Pita Bread, Crackers,
Relishes, and Chilli Jams.
We are always happy to help and don’t forget
we have free gift wrapping.
There is still plenty of time to get that personalised
gift done with our Embroidery service.
Dianne Inder

BEANIE BOOS
Squeaker:
on
my tippy toes,
I run real fast.
If I’m in a race
I’ll never come
last!

Merriwa Ringer
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
Muswellbrook NSW 2333

jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au

Ph: 6541 5331
Fax: 6541 0330

6 JOHN STREET MERRIWA
$239,000.00
Very Well Maintained
Situated on 1549sqm this home presents in excellent condition with
new carpet throughout. The home has been freshly painted and
always maintained to the highest standard. There are three good size
bedrooms all with built in robes and ceiling fans. The main lounge
features an open fire and reverse cycle air conditioning while the
second living area at the rear of the home is large and has RC Air. The
kitchen is in very good condition with an electric stove, pantry and a
separate double fridge/freezer space. The dining room comes off the
kitchen. The bathroom has been fully renovated in recent years. The
yard is huge and flat with a single lock up garage with power, a garden
shed and another undercover area ideal for the kid’s bikes etc. There
is also a second driveway and concrete slab perfect for the boat or
caravan. This home offers the opportunity to just move in and enjoy
with plenty of room for a shed, pool or extension down the track.

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

Businesses

CURTIS GANT BETTS
SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS
Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890
59 BROOK STREET

PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

• Property Law/Subdivisions
• Conveyancing
• Compensation Matters
• Wills & Estates
• Powers of Attorney

MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333

• Criminal Law
• Litigation & Court Appearances
• Business Law & Leases
• Family Law
• General Legal Work

Phone: 6543 2433
Fax: 6542 5297
100 BETTINGTON STREET
MERRIWA NSW 2329
BY APPOINTMENT
Phone: 6543 2433

Email: office@cgblaw.com.au Web: www.cgblaw.com.au
Page 22

Merriwa Ringer

La Scaletta
Pizzeria

Traditional Wood-fired pizza

Friday 6.00pm to 9.00pm
Saturday 6.00pm to
9.00pm

Computer Service & Repair

6548 3005

Merriwa Local, Servicing the
Hunter Valley

Bookings are essential!

Call MATT on 0418667887

Friendly and Professional

Call us for your next function!
Contact La Scaletta on
robert.marchese@bigpond.
com

Electrical
Contractors

Air Conditioning - Home
Instillations Refrigeration Electrical Accessories Service
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher
Paykel, Electrolux)
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303
Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548
2045 (Emergencies only)
ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

M A M

0407 757 144

Professional Accounting Solutions

ACCOUNTING

Cloud Computing
Accounting & Taxation
Strategic Planning
Estate & Succession Planning
161 Bettington Street, Merriwa NSW 2329
Merriwa: (02) 6548 2226
Toll free: 1800 252 972
Sydney: (02) 9428 6000
Appointments only
Email: admin@mamandco.com.au
Skype: mamsydney
Website: www.mamandco.com.au

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

UPPER HUNTER offices
Merriwa
6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)
Scone
6540 2400 (Mon – Fri 8.30am - 4.30pm)
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri 10.00am - 3.00pm)

Direct Local Contacts for:
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944
For more information on our range of services visit our website
hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY
MEDICAL TRANSPORT
SERVICE
We will get you to your
appointments on time with
special care.
Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays
Bottle Museum building or leave a
message on the answering service for
a call back.
Te/Fax 6548 2653

155 Bettington St
MERRIWA NSW

Neville and Leanne Hook





65 482 031
merriwa@newsxpress.com.au
www.newsxpress.com.au

Supports your local community.

Di’s Clothing Patch

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear
Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories
Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels
Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service
Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels
School Items and Work Place Uniforms
Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Phone: 6548 3023

Merriwa Ringer

HANCKEL RURAL
HAY SALES & HAY
CONTRACTING

Small square and
Round Bales
All Rural contracting
available

Ring Darryl on
0429 485 168
or 6548 5168

Merriwa IGA

plus Liquor

104
Bettington
Street
Merriwa

Use your
Community
Chest to
support your

6548 2315
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MERRIWA
SURGERY

DR EMAD JASEM
For all your medical needs.

OPENING HOURS

Monday to Friday 8.30am to
6.00pm
Saturday by arrangement.

For appointments please
call the surgery on

6548 2305

141 BETTINGTON ST
MERRIWA NSW 2329
PHONE:65482078 FAX:
65482063

MORE THAN JUST A

Opening Hours

stop for paying (nearly) all your bills
Business banking and personal banking
Stationary and greeting cards inexpensive, full range
Computer and technology items Mobile
phones, starter kits and recharge
vouchers
Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

POST OFFICE One-

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR
PRODUCTS
*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY
THOMPSON
*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP
*TOYO TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP

Hunt MWA Pty LTd
Licence No:41446

Merriwa
Pharmacy

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

6548 2042

Phone 6548 2213

Merriwa Touch
Football

Wednesday Nights

Junior and Senior Comp
Senior Vice President: Mel
Swan on 0457 832 581
Treasurer: Leanne Hunt on
0487 761 253
Secretary: Kellie Porter

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

Meets the first Wednesday of each
month at 7.00pm at Merriwa RSL
Club

St Joseph’s

A rich learning environment in
a friendly Christian atmosphere
All enquiries welcome

Principal - Helen Whale

Ph 6548 2035

P&F President - Dermot Shannon
Ph 6548 2996

.

0265 482 083
merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au

Merriwa Pre-School
For children 2 – 5 years

Hours of Operation:
Monday-Friday: 8am to 3.30pm

Activity Centre
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6

Hours of Operation:
After School Care
Monday-Friday: 3pm – 6pm
Vacation Care
Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm
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Merriwa

Cassilis

9.00am Sundays

11.00am every
2nd and 4th
Sunday

10.00am Fridays
Short Bible
Study
7.30am Mon,
Wed, Fri
Morning Prayer

Contact: 0429 996
769

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Vennacher Street
Merriwa
Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at
11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm
Rev David Kim - 6545 1396
Pastor Richard Moors - 6543 1168
Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Merriwa CentralSt Joseph’s SANDY HOLLOW
School Primary SchoolPUBLIC SCHOOL

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049
Mob: 0427 901 397
29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.
com.au

Catholic Parish
Merriwa & Cassilis

WEEKEND MASSES

St Anne’s Merriwa

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am

St Joseph’s Cassilis
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am

Parish Priest - 6548 2086

St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092

Cassilis Public
School

Merriwa
A rich learning environment in
a friendly Christian atmosphere
All enquiries welcome
Primary Campus:
Telephone
Fax
6548 2101
Principal - Helen Whale
02 6547 4521
02 6547 4450
Secondary Campus
Ph 6548 2035
Email:
6548P&F
2119
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.
President - Dermot Shannon
merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
edu.au
Ph 6548 2996
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
MERRIWA TOURIST
WELCOMING CENTRE &
MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!
Clean toilets!
CENTRE:
Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:
Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

Principal:

Mrs Katie Burgess
Coolah Road
Cassilis NSW 2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

CWA
Meets 2nd
Monday
of the month

at 10.00am in the CWA Rooms,
159 Bettington Street
Visitors and new members are always
welcome.

Enquiries to:
President: Barbara Campbell
Phone: 6548 5131
Email: barbaraj911@gmail.com
Secretary: Robyn McAlister
Phone: 6548 3274
Email: robyncwa@bigpond.com

Groups

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre

St Columbia

Specialising in Agricultural,
Earthmoving & Mining

Schools

Primary School
Merriwa

Holy Trinity

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON
FARM SERVICES

Churches

President: Tory Simmons
Secretary: Anna Whaley
and Sandy Wallings
Treasurer: Anna Whaley

St Davids
Uniting
Church

Merriwa Anglican Parish.
Services

Local expertise with a
professional service

6548727
2323
0488
032
Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am –
6.00pm
Merriwa
Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie
Streets
Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street
For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Rotary Club of
Merriwa Inc

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2017/18 starts Sept 11!
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval
(season ends 26 February)

New Members Welcome

ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

Merriwa
Rugby League
Football Club
President: Anthony Kelly

Meets each Tuesday
at the Merriwa Sports
Club

Senior Vice President: Gavin
Armstrong

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Secretary/Public Officer:
Gaynor Blackadder
Treasurer/Publicity Officer:
Jessyca Morgan

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire
6548 2025

Sporting/Clubs

Hunter Medical
Practice

Junior Vice President: Kayla
Barry

President: Robert Smith

6548 2213

Secretary: Emily Hall
Treasurer: Krichelle Khan
Vice President:
Hannah Walmsley
Day - Night
Competitions
Junior Competitons
Court Hire

MERRIWA SSAA AND
APA

Est.

1946

Clare Martin
President 6548 2201
De Patterson
Secretary 0416 194 501
Christine Riley
Treasurer 0427 412 128

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of
month from February to October

RUSSELL’S
Earthmoving
Pty Limited

Earthmoving and
Construction

02 6548 2246
0417 506 769

6 Gooch Street Merriwa 2329

MERRIWA BUSHMAN’S CAMPDRAFT
EST. 1947
President: Jamie Edmonds 0428 308 010
Secretary: Megan Richards 0427 437 743
Treasurer: Jake McIntyre
0408 112 709

October Long weekend 2017
merriwacampdraft@gmail.com

Merriwa Ringer

R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar
Take Away
Lunch & Dinner 7 days
Parties & Weddings a specialty
ATM, SKY CHANNEL
CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO
DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL
BBQ area and Kids Play area
Friday
Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws
Sunday
Raffles
Members Badge Draw between
11.30am & 1.30pm
Club:
6548 2157
Bistro:
6548 2295
For the information of
members and their guests.

2017

MERRIWA TENNIS
ASSOCIATION

Range facilities and Fire
arm testing available
President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for
information
Shooting weekends 2nd
and 4th weekend of the
month

MERRIWA
JUNIOR
LEAGUE
AND
NETBALL
CLUB
President - Clint Walker
Secretary - Fiona Morgan
Treasurer - Roy Morgan 0418 417 186
Email: fionamorgan6@bigpond.
com

Merriwa
Cricket Club

President:
Jon Osmond
0428 714 648
Vice President: Mark
Fieldsend
Secretary: James
Armstrong
0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis
- 0475 980 254

Established
1908

Merriwa

Springtime
Show

15 to 17th S
eptemb

ccc

er!

www.merriwashow.com.au

Pat Ryan - President
Megan Richards Secretary

Tel: 0498 378 500

MERRIWA OLD
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick
Williams 0417 462 767
V/President – Trent
Cooper
Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt
Morgan 0417 791 628

MERRIWA RACES
Race Day
for 2017 is
April 22
Race Club President David Alker
Contact - 0427 482 095
Vice Presidents - Peter
Bishop and Paul Frampton

Merriwa District
Progress Association
Inc
SUPPORT THE
ORGANISATION THAT
SUPPORTS YOUR
COMMUNITY

Meets every 4th Wednesday at
Merriwa RSL Club at 6.00pm

Phone Bryan on 6548 5000
or Beron on 6548 2245
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Clubs

Merriwa Sports Club

The Sports Club provides a wide range of
benefits for members and guests.

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm
Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

SPORTIES CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sorry the Sporties Christmas party has been
cancelled due to lack of numbers.
We will still have our regular Saturday night raffles,
tickets on sale from 7.00pm. We do however still
have our Christmas raffle tickets available over
the bar. Will be drawn on December 23 after our
club raffle.

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize
Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm,
free raffle.
Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.
Sundays - Members badge draw plus three
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.
Last Sunday each month
Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entree,
mains and desserts.
Casual bowls and golf also available. Donations
in honesty box.
Chinese/Australian Restaurant open for lunch
Wednesday to Sunday, 12 noon to 2.00pm.
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 8.30pm.
Closed Mondays, reopen 5.00pm Tuesday.
For bookings and take away - telephone 6548
3228.
PLEASE NOTE: CHINESE SMORGASBORD SUNDAY
DECEMBER 31
WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday Raffle December 2
Saturday members draw, no 284, was not won –
next week $210.00.
Winners jackpot was not won – next week $240.00
Dinner: 		
Bowls Raffle: 		
Free Tickets: 		

Loretta Cooper
Olivia Gear
Beatrice Voysey

Sunday Raffle December 3
Members draw, no 296 was won – next week
$250.00.
Please note: Saturday raffles commence at
7.30pm.
Every Saturday we have social bowls on. 1.00pm
start on the green. $5.00 per person.

Libbie Gear

Merriwa RSL Club

The Members Lucky Badge for $500.00 was not
won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 246.
This week it jackpots to $550.00.
The 7.00pm draw for $500.00 was not won the
number was 626 this week it jackpots to $520.00.
The 9.00pm draw for $260.00 was not won the
number was 344, this week it jackpots to $280.00.
The Thursday Badge draw for $1060.00 was not
won the number was 186, this week it jackpots
to $1080.00 and will be drawn between 6.00pm
– 7.00pm. LTPS/16/04092
The Sunday Morning Badge Draw for $1500.00
was won last week the number was 472, this
week it commences at $500.00 and will be
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you
must be present to win the money. LTP/16/04092
Membership renewal is now over due.
Thursday December 21 the RFS Ham raffles.
Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening
6.00pm to 8.30pm.
WI-FI – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members
and guest.
Birthday vouchers each month are also available
at the bar at the beginning of the month
‘T-BONE TUESDAY’
Every Tuesday you can now order a T-Bone,
chips and salad or veg for just $15.00.
Also every Thursday have a chicken schnitzel,
chips and salad or veg for just $12.50.
Gourmet Burger Bargain’s – Saturday lunch
Wagyu, Lamb or Pork burgers with chips $10.00
only.
HAPPY HOUR –
NEW –

Page 26

Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
Saturday 3.00pm to 5.00pm –
Pre-mix cans from $6.50
Merriwa Ringer

Matthew Morgan

News

Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon
Members prices $3.50 schooners and $2.50
middies, and $5.00 Corona’s.
Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening
6.00pm to 8.30pm.

Sporting
Merriwa RLF and League
Tag

Merriwa Royal Hotel

On Friday December 1, Merriwa
travelled to Aberdeen to take on Aberdeen at
6.35pm.

FRIDAY JOKER DRAW was not won.... It is now at
$1801.00, you will receive a ticket for each drink
purchased from 5.00pm until drawn and also
two meat tray raffles valued at $50.00 each are
$1.00 a ticket, remember to retain your tickets
for a chance at the joker draw. Tickets on sale
from 5.00pm and drawn between 7.00-7.30pm,
you have to be there to win.

We did a great job, considering we had one
reserve and they had 3-4.

HAPPY HOUR

Well done to our try scorers, Gaynor scored a
hat trick and Dimity not far off.

What’s happening at your local pub...

Monday - Friday

5.00pm - 6.00pm

We started slow in the first half, allowing them a
try and only scoring two ourselves. The second
half, when running towards the sun, was without
a doubt a better half. We played as a team and
stopped lots of tries being scored.

BISTRO
The Bistro is now open 7 days a week for dinner
and lunch, with Daily Specials. Friday and
Saturdays are open from 6.30pm-8.30pm.

Thanks to all our supporters, we enjoying hearing
you cheer us on. Our last CRL 9’s game is at
Singleton on Friday night.

For the juniors we have five things to pick from,
all $10.00ea and all kids meals come with ice
cream and topping.

We are still after the following positions:

Keep an eye out on our special via Facebook or
the chalkboard near the bistro.
Come down; enjoy a meal and cold beverage.
To book a table please call 6548 2235.
PUNTER CLUB 2018
We are now taking names for the Punters Club
for 2018. Costing $10.00 per person per week.
Sign up now at the Bar.
CHRISTMAS PARTIES
Book your Christmas party now before spots are
taken.
Pool table and jukebox available with lots of
great tunes for everyone to enjoy.
Please like our page on Facebook Merriwa
Royal Hotel for any sudden changes.
Jessyca Morgan

Get there and cheer the ladies on.

•
•
•

Canteen Coordinator
Grounds keeper (maintaining lines, etc)
Ground manager

If you would like more information about these
positions please feel free to contact Jessyca
Morgan on 0488 120 407 or Gaynor Blackadder
on 0447 221 243.
We are welcoming all sponsors for our 2018
season. We would love to see all our 2017 season
sponsors onboard again and we welcome and
encourage any new sponsors to come onboard.
Jessyca Morgan

Christmas Gift Suggestions
To your enemy, foregiveness.
To an opponent, tolerance.
To a friend, your heart.
To a customer, service.
To all, charity.

To every child, a good example.

To yourself, respect.

Merriwa Ringer
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Merriwa Pony Club
TRAIL RIDE

for.
Merry Christmas to everyone hope it is safe and
filled with fun and good times.

Thank you to all those that made the effort to
come to the Merriwa Pony Club annual Christmas Look forward to seeing everyone at our first Rally
Party Trail ride on the first weekend in December. Day in February.
Once again Ribbons Harding donated his time to
accommodate the pony club, and we sincerely
thank him for this.

Pauline Lawler
Club Senior Instructor

A great time was had by all; we had riders as
young as 4 through to 16. All of whom had a
fabulous time, along with the adults.
The day started with a lovely cool breeze as we
headed out on the track. Once again Ribbo’s
come up with a great trek through the bush and
creek. There was a lot of excitement from the
kids to see various wildlife including a mob of
Emu’s, Kangaroo’s and even a dingo. We rode
to Big River Camp in the National Park where
the horses, kids and adults had an opportunity
to rest and eat lunch. With the sky closing in we
decided to head home. The rain settled in for
the afternoon but this didn’t deter anyone, as
the adults put on oilskins and sat and watched
the kids as they swam in the beautiful swimming
hole.
Sunday morning with clear sky’s we headed out
again for a short ride, where we were treated to
some spectacular views. To finish it off we rode
up the middle of the river zig zagging in single file
to dodge the quick sand, which the kids loved,
then cantering through some deep holes which
achieved quite a few squeals of delight. Ribbo
added to the enjoyment by pointing out some
unique features in the rock formation, making it
interesting as always.
Returning to camp, we sat and enjoyed the
Pony Club BBQ. Thank you very much to Tash
and Darren for doing the catering and putting
on such a lovely lunch.
To finish off a wonderful weekend Santa
appeared much to the delight of the younger
children. Presents were enjoyed as was the food
and drinks. Clare and I are very proud of how
our younger children rode and how our older
children still came to participate while also being
role models as they themselves had a fabulous
time.
Thanks again to the families and parents that
made the effort for this to be able to happen.
We are very lucky to be able to give them such
experiences as trail rides with riding, swimming
and Santa. What more could a horse kid want
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Merriwa Cricket Club
Last Saturday, our second home game of the
season ended in a washout early when the
very welcome but untimely rain hit early in the
second innings.
Belmore Bulls had won the toss and sent Merriwa
in to bat. This looked to be a good decision with
us struggling a little in comparison to the last few
weeks with the Bulls containing us to 120 runs
and all out in the 33rd over. Brad Strachan (37)
and Ben Nebauer (18) were our most successful
with only two others making it to double figures.
After the break it didn’t go all the Bulls’ way
though, with Brad and Charlie taking early
wickets. Brad picked up another in the nineth
and then a good ball by Greg had them at 4/63.
At this stage the game was evenly poised and
then the rain hit and that was that!
For those who like the stats, here are our figures
for the game that wasn’t:
Batting:
Brad Strachan 37; Doug Munro 12; Greg Sheehan
12; John Maben 3; Charlie Stokes 9; James
Armstrong 0; Jon Osmond 0; Nev Blackadder 0;
Ben Nebauer 18; Mick Curteis 6; Darryl Mulholland
4no; Sundries 21.

Merriwa Touch Football
Reminder that next week is not a competition
round but our annual muck around Christmas
Party will be on. This year it has been decided to
hold it on the Wednesday night with roast meat
and gravy rolls, poppers and chips for the kids,
raffle prizes that attend after the games.
This year we will be having a couple of games of
league tag where the older of the juniors will be
invited to join in.
So instead of cooking dinner come along for a
free feed from 6.00pm (meal is at 7.30pm and
prizes drawn directly after).
We will resume touch January 17, This is before
school goes back. Something we are again
trialling dfferently to what has past. Please don’t
be complacent and forget to come along
Captains will be contacted as a reminder and
times will be placed on Facebook. If your team
does not have the numbers than please let the
committee know so the other team can be
notified.

Bowling:
Charlie 1/21 (5); Brad Strachan 2/33 (5); Greg
Sheehan 1/6 (1); Sundries 5.
THIS SATURDAY DECEMBER 9 WE ARE PLEASED TO
BRING YOU OUR FAMILY FUN DAY
In conjunction with our always entertaining Day/
Night match against Belltrees this weekend at
No 1 Oval, we will have a barbecue, jumping
castle, lolly drop, music and our very special
guest, Santa!
We invite all the community to come along and
enjoy a relaxing evening at this family friendly
event. The Merriwa Pre-School will be running
the canteen and would love your support.
They are also looking for volunteers to help out
if you’re available for an hour or two. Contact
Kelly Curteis or the Pre-School if you can help.
The match starts at 3.00pm – hope to see you
there!
Sally Gilbey

Tina Taylor
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Merriwa PAH and I Show
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the
Merriwa PAH and I Show Annual
General Meeting date has been
set. At the meeting all positions will
be declared open.
The meeting will be held:
Where:

Merriwa RSL Club

Date:
Tuesday December 12,
		2017
Time:		

7.00pm.

All members and new interested
parties are invited to attend and
are eligible to apply for a position.
Positions need to be filled for the
Merriwa PAH and I to progress into
the organisation of 2018.
Proxy nominations can be received
via email to Megan Richards at
secretary@merriwashow.com.au.
Be advised that all positions will be
vacated!

Elections of Merriwa PAH and
I Executive Committee will be
completed at this meeting.

Megan Richards

PLANNING . SURVEYING . PROJECT MANAGEMENT
ENGINEERING DESIGN . GIS & MAPPING

Industrial & commercial surveying / Land development services
Rural & residenial subdivision / Development applications / UAV & drones
Laser scanning / Detail & contour surveys / Building & road set-out
Contact. Ross Peasley. P. 6541 1509 M. 0478 180 175 A. 73A Bridge Street, Muswellbrook

Merriwa Ringer

Page 31

Community Calendar
DECEMBER

Servicing Your Area Once a Week
Are termites eating your
home?
Termites could be eating away
your home as you read this,
they pose a serious danger to
your investment and your
families safety.
We recommend regular
inspections for peace of mind
and to catch the early signs.

Sunday 10

• Carols in the Park

Monday 11

• Last Ringer deadline for 2017

Tuesday 12
Thursday 14

• Merriwa PAH and I Annual General Meeting Merriwa RSL Club - 7.00pm
• Last Ringer for 2017

Saturday 16

• Merriwa Christmas Markets - 8.30am-1.00pm

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to
place your articles
and
advertisements into
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays. Just 1
Ringers remains.

www.pestalert.com.au
Email: office@pestalert.com.au
We invite you to talk to our Technicians direct:

John Bonney on 0497 796 377
Peter Packham on 0439 464 966
Michael Bonney on 0418 638 100

Termites
Spiders
Rodents
Ants
Cockroaches
Pre-Purchase
The

Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329

Tel: (02) 6548 2119
Fax: (02) 6548 2534
Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS
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Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to
claim a date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?
Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.
The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing
the community for 27 years.

MCS in touch with our community

DISCLAIMER
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication.
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes
spelling and terminology.
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