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AQUA AEROBICS
Mondays 11.00-12.00pm and 5.00pm-6.00pm

$12.00 per 1 hour session (pool entry not included) 
Contact Merriwa Swimming Pool on 6548 2170 to 

register 
Bookings ARE essential  

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE - LAYER PULLETS
12 week olds (Red, Black and  
White Isa Browns) - $17.50 each
Brian Larkin Laying Pullets

From Merriwa Petroleum and Ag
Wednesday December 8 at 

9.30am

Phone 6548 2071
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Kindergarten:  Bella Telfer
Year 2:   David McPhie
Year 3:   Jack Cook
Year 4:   Phoenix Dening
Year 5:   Alyssa Carrall
Year 6:   Josie Porter

GRANDPARENTS’ SUPER DAY TOMORROW

Everyone is excited to be welcoming our 
students’ families and grandparents to visit our 
classrooms and see all of the wonderful things 
that we have been learning. We invite you to 
arrive at 11.25am tomorrow for open classrooms 
until 12.30pm, when we will break for a picnic 
and BBQ lunch (sausage sandwiches will be 
$2.00 each). In the afternoon we will be having 
our Kindergarten - Year 6 school assembly and 
would love for you to join us.

Mrs Jess Martin
Coordinator

UNIFORM CONGRATULATIONS

Kindergarten-Year 6 staff members are very 
proud of the children’s efforts to wear the correct 
school uniform, including school hats. We have 
almost 100% of children wearing correct school 
uniform every single day – girls and boys of 
Merriwa Central School, you are fantastic!

Primary Report

ASSEMBLY TOMORROW

Tomorrow’s Kindergarten-Year 6 assembly will 
be held at the earlier time of 2.00pm, to allow 
our grandparents and friends to join us! Please 
come along if you are able.
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KINDY TRANSITION NEWS

On Monday we had our last day of transitions for 
2018 Kinder students. We have certainly grown 
over this time and are very excited for this new 
exciting journey to begin next year. We have 
enjoyed our learning opportunities, in particular, 
making friendships with our peers, current 
students and our buddies. We had an enjoyable 
last day and had great fun participating in 
Christmas craft activities with our buddies. 

Just a reminder for parents that on Monday 
November 27, parent meeting sessions are 
available and if you would like to make an 
appointment please phone the school or visit 
the office to make a booking. 

Looking forward to seeing you all again in 2018!

SWIMMING

Mrs Higgins has put a great deal of time and 
effort into organising an excellent intensive 
swimming program. This program starts next 
Monday, November 27. Please make sure you 
send in your child’s swimming gear every single 
day in a separate bag. It’s also suggested that 
you send in an extra jumper or jacket, even on 
hot days, as little people can turn into iceblocks 
when they are working hard in the water!

Please call the school office if you have any 
questions or concerns whatsoever.

GARDENS

Mr and Mrs Gibbons have been working extremely 
hard to beautify our school playground by 
watering lawns, planting and mulching gardens. 
We are very grateful to them for their efforts. 

Given the dry weather we are trying to 
encourage everything to grow. Please keep to 
the paths provided so that we have the best 
cance to become green again.

Mrs Kate Jones
Assistant Principal

Mrs Jess Martin 
2018 Kindergarten Teacher

Secondary Report
VISUAL ARTS REPORT

This term in our Visual Arts classes, students have 
been creating a variety of artworks using different 
materials and experimenting with media. Our 
Year Eight Visual Arts class have been looking at 
culture in art and designs of masks from around 
the world. They have created their own designs 
and have made masks of their own faces using 
plaster bandage. Next they will add papier 
mache to build on their mask and paint different 
patterns to resolve their work. They have been 
working hard and cooperating in groups to 
make their artworks - well done Year 8. In these 
photos we can see Ella Bidner, Nicole Martin and 
Jiah Watson as our models to create their masks.

Year 7 have been looking at Pop Art and have 
created ceramic food sculptures based on Andy 
Warhol and Claes Oldenburg’s famous artworks. 
Their abilities and clay building techniques have 
been improving at a great rate. Year 9/10 have 
been working on canvas paintings and Year 11 
have moved into their HSC year, developing 
their Body of Work. 
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BEEF BONANZA REPORT

At the end of last month the school steer team 
participated in Beef Bonanza at White Park, 
Scone.

The first day was dedicated to the Upper Hunter 
school steer challenge.  The students attended 
workshops throughout the day which included 
nutrition, parading, grooming and judging.  
‘Pablo’ participated in the prime steer event 
where he behaved himself but due to some 
very strong competition he failed to obtain a 
placing.  Rebecca Keegan was given the task 
of leading Pablo in the parading competition 
and Rebecca, only after leading previously 
twice was outstanding and was awarded a 
highly commended.  ‘Pablo’ was very relaxed 
in the arena as he enjoyed a snooze during 
judging.  Friday afternoon saw Pablo weighing 
in at 496KG.  He was placed in the upper end 
of Class 9 of the middle weight for remaining 
competitions.

Saturday saw Pablo competing against all other 
steers of which unfortunately were in a slightly 
better condition than him.  Rebecca again 
was in the arena leading him, however didn’t 
manage a place as Pablo again deciding to 
snooze. 

Sunday was the last day of competition.  Alicia 
Clydsdale and Victoria McNaught both paraded 
Pablo and were unlucky to score a place.  Later 
in the afternoon Pablo was farewelled  by the 
team.  In the hook competition he placed 
seventh out of sixteenth.  Not bad for a steer 
who early on was very unwell.

A special thanks to the unofficial carriers of 
Pablo – Mr and Mrs Clydsdale.  Without your 
support the steer would not have gone places.  
Also a big thank to the parents who supported 
the team – the McNaughts, Morgans and the 
Keegans. 

Rebecca Hopkins
Class Teacher
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WHY I WANT TO BE IN ROAR?  To become a better man and to
      improve my sporting skills

I HAVE BEEN IN ROAR SINCE:  2013
FAVOURITE SUBJECT?   PASS/wood/metal
FAVOURITE SPORT?    Football and swimming
FAVOURITE TEAM?    South Sydney Rabbitohs
BEST PERSONAL SPORTING ACHIEVEMENT? Being first in Under 14’s at   
     the Nundle Competitive Carnival

ADVICE TO YOUNG PLAYERS: Never give up on your dreams

WHO INSPIRES YOU AND WHY? My dad because he tries his hardest 
     at every challenge and never gives 
     up
FAVOURITE QUOTE:   “In the middle of difficulty lies   
     opportunity.” Albert Einstein 2017 ROAR PROFILE

Lachlan Walker

CAREERS NEWS

I Want to be an Online Journalist: Reece shares 
what a typical day looks like, describes job 
prospects and describes what characteristics 
are required to becoming an Online Journalist. 
https://studentedge.org/career-life/find-a-
career/online-journalist

2018 Internships with EA Ski and Snowboard: 
Japan, New Zealand, Canada, USA, Switzerland. 

LAMB, LAMB, LAMBS

The Merriwa Central School has had new 
enrolments in kindy.  A few weeks ago the Dorper 
ewes gave birth to lambs within a few days of 
each other.  We have triplets, twos sets of twins 
and a single lamb.  They have grown rapidly 
and can be seen frolicking in the paddocks 
throughout the day.  In a few weeks they will be 
marked and after three months will be weaned 
before going to market when they reach around 
50kg in weight at around five months of age.  

Michelle Graham
Relieving Agricultural Teacher

Michelle 
Graham

Relieving 
Agriculture 

Teacher



Merriwa Ringer Page 7

FAVOURITE SUBJECT AND WHY:   PE, because we get to play sports
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: ROAR and SRC 
BEST PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT: Becoming OAR Captain
CAREER ASPIRATIONS:   Not sure at the moment
YEAR ADVISER COMMENT: Nicholas consistently demonstrates a 
mature and friendly attitude at Merriwa Central School. He participates 
in many extra-curricular activities and is to be congratulated on his 
efforts.

Courtney McMullen- Year Adviser

Student of the Week 
Nicholas Thorburn

Year 10

Guaranteed Job on completion.  www.
easkiandsnowboard.com

Exhibition at University of Newcastle/Newcastle 
Museum – Engineering: 5 to 10 December. 
10.00am to 5.00pm, Newcastle Museum, Link 
Gallery, Honeysuckle.

Engineering: The Art of Problem Solving - From 
a robotic boat that can drive itself, to super-
efficient wind turbines, a virtual reality soccer 
experience, indestructible ceramic tiles, a 
reinvented airship and a cochlear implant 
headset… University of Newcastle engineering 
students are applying their creative thinking 
and scientific know-how to a whole range of 
innovations. Join us for the 2017 Art of Problem 
Solving exhibition; an opportunity to explore the 
world of engineering through student projects.
https ://www.newcast le.edu.au/events/
faculty-of-engineering-and-built-environment/
engineering-the-art-of-problem-solving

STEM Fun Engineering Projects: Considering 
engineering? Here is some fun stuff you can do 
to get you started from our list of engineering 
projects. Go to Mars with a rover simulator, or 
try a building app that tests the strength of your 
structures against all weather conditions. Get 
involved with any of our engineering projects 
listed and you might even make some friends 
along the way. https://careerswithstem.com/
build-engineering-projects/ 

See What a Young Fashion Designer Does: Steph 
owns her own label and shares how she got into 
fashion design, explains what a typical day looks 
like and provides advice for someone who is 
looking at entering the fashion industry. https://

studentedge.org/career-life/find-a-career/
fashion-designer

2017 Skillaroos: Learn about the 18 young 
people about to represent Australia in trades 
at the World Skills competition in Abu Dhabi. 
https://www.worldskills.org.au/competitions/
abu-dhabi-uae/

Learn About  NSW Smart and Skilled: Smart and 
Skilled provides eligible students with:

• an entitlement to government-subsidised 
training up to and including Certificate III

• government funding for higher-level courses 
(Certificate IV and above) in targeted priority 
areas.

If you’re a prospective student, this website tells 
you everything you need to know about Smart 
and Skilled before you enrol with your preferred 
training provider https://smartandskilled.nsw.
gov.au/about

Defence Info Sessions and Events: There is a 
Defence meeting likely to happen in a town 
nearest you. Go to: https://www.facebook.
com/pg/DefenceJobsAustralia/events/

If you have any further career enquiries please 
contact me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

INFANTS REPORT

As Christmas approaches and the school year 
comes to an end, the collaborative infants 
classroom is still busy and energetic with lots of 
fun and learning!

RELIGION

This week Kindergarten and Stage 1 began their 
Advent unit of work in preparation for Christmas 
and celebrating the birth of Jesus. In class we 
have been discussing the concept of having to 
wait for something to happen and the frustrations 
that this can sometimes cause.  The students 
enjoyed writing acrostic poems about Advent 
and learning about Jesse Trees. We will continue 
this unit and exploring the story of Christmas until 
the end of the term.

LITERACY

The infants students have done a wonderful job 
this year in developing their writing, spelling and 
editing skills. On Wednesday these skills were put 
to the test when students were challenged to 
write a letter to Santa Claus! We discussed as a 
class the importance of gratitude, and thinking 
of other people while we wrote our letters. The 
infants students had lots of wonderful ideas 
about things to write for other people:

“I want people who are poor to have food and 
somewhere to live,”- Caitlin Harrison (Year 2).

“I want everyone to be happy,”- Chad Booth 
(Year 1).

“I want everyone in the world to have a nice 
home and a wonderful life,”- Olivia Purcell 
(Kindergarten). 

Students first did a draft of their letter to Santa. 
They then edited it, shared what they had 
written in crunch and sip and then published it. 
The letters have been posted to Santa now, we 
are hoping he might write back soon!

MATHS

Kindergarten have been learning about 
direction this week in maths. We are very lucky at 
St Joseph’s to not only have a large collaborative 
infants classroom, but also a large collaborative 
learning space that all students in the school 
can use. This week Kindergarten used this space 
to do some hands on maths activities. Students 

were paired up and had to give each other 
directions to avoid obstacles in the classroom 
while their partner was blindfolded. This was a lot 
of fun and gave Kindergarten the opportunity 
to practice their left and right directions in a fun 
and practical way. We also played a game of 
twister! There was lots of laughs and tangled up 
limbs while Kindergarten continued to explore 
their lefts and rights.

Stage 1 have been working closely with Mr Sun 
learning about patterns. Students have explored 
using the 100’s chart to identify different number 
patterns, including some new patterns students 
did not know before! Mr Sun has used lots of 
exciting visuals and movement to get stage 1 
thinking about different patterns using numbers 
and shapes. They have definitely become more 
confident this week!

CREATIVE ARTS

Students have now finished their spectacular 
bread art. This has been an ongoing project 
this term which started in Week 1 when we 
had a rainy day. Mrs Peebles brought in her 
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bread maker and we made a delicious loaf of 
wholemeal bread which we ate with butter, 
jam and honey. We discussed texture and 
density with the students which were important 
concepts for the modelling of bread we were 
going to do  the next week. Students were given 
some special bread dough made from bread 
and PVA glue and were challenged to model 
it into a piece of fruit! Students created lots of 
different fruits including pineapples, apples and 
even a chili! We have now painted these and 
they look fantastic!

taught how to write an experiment, including 
how to record results. It has been a very hands 
on unit of work which we love in the infants 
classroom, and now we have lots of beautiful 
boats and bridges to send home at the end of 
the term.

CONSERVATORIUM CONCERT

This week we had several students involved in the 
Upper Hunter Conservatorium concert. These 
students have been committed to learning a 
musical instrument throughout the year and this 
was the night that they got to show off their skills. 
They all performed like true professionals. The 
students played either the piano or guitar. If you 
wish for your child to learn any type of musical 
instrument, please contact the Upper Hunter 
Conservatorium for more information. We also 
have brochures in the front office.

SWIMMING

Under the expert guidance of Mrs Peebles, the 
students of St Joseph’s have been learning 
about water safety and survival – essential skills 
with the summer holidays approaching. Lessons 
are highly personalized, catering to each child’s 
level of competency in the water. All staff and 
parent volunteers are keen to observe the 
increase in confidence over the next few weeks 
as we prepare for our swimming carnival on 
Friday December 1. 

RESPONSIBLE PET SHOW

On Tuesday afternoon the infants students got 
a visit from Vicki, and Ghost the corgi to teach 
them about how to look after their dogs. The 
students learned how to identify  the different 
emotions of dogs, especially scared and angry. 
They were then taught  how to approach a 
dog and ask the owner if they could pat it. The 
students loved getting to practice  how to pat 
Ghost and even got to take home some stickers 
and an activity book so they could talk to their 

SCIENCE

This term the infants students have been learning 
how to write experiments. In pairs, students 
have been challenged to make a boat and 
a bridge out of materials available to them in 
the classroom. We have had lots of discussions 
as to how to make our creations strong and 
waterproof so that they can hold the weight of 
marbles and Lego. We conducted a fair test on 
our boats and bridges and the teachers were 
very impressed with how the students were able 
to problem solve when their creations weren’t 
doing what they wanted them to do. After 
conducting our experiments, students were 
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families about it.

WELLBEING

This term in bounce back students have been 
learning about their own personal strengths and 
reasons why they should like themselves and 
each other. We have had our wellbeing letter 
box out the front of the classroom which students 
have been regularly adding to by writing kind 
notes to each other. We have taken time at 
the beginning of each bounce back lesson  to 
read these notes out loud to everybody and we 
have invited the students to take them home to 
share. It has been wonderful to hear students 
talk about their strengths and the good things 
about their peers.

Congratulations to the following award winners.

Kindergarten - Lilly Towell – for demonstrating 
enthusiasm, confidence and accuracy in 
Mathematics

Stage 1 - Shykiah Walters – for demonstrating 
an understanding of ordering in patterns, during 
Mathematics 

Caitlin Harrison – for her enthusiastic problem 
solving skills in Mathematics

Stage 2 - Bethany Wightman – for actively living 
The Beatitudes in her daily life

Claudia Patterson – for her consistent hard work 
and dedication in Mathematics

Stage 3 - Paddy Wong - for being a great 
independent worker in English and Maths

Jeremy Clarke - for being a courteous, mature 

and hard-working new member of our class

Playground Champion - Sammi Patterson - for 
making a special effort to include others

Principal’s Awards - Jeremy Hopkins – for helping 
others to feel comfortable by acknowledging 
their feelings sensitively.

Kate Reibel and Sally Hagley
Infants Teachers
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and learning resource. They describe 
common pathways of literacy and numeracy 
development from Kindergarten to Year 10. The 
learning progressions map to the NSW syllabuses 
and the Australian curriculum in English and 
maths, demonstrating the development 
needed to meet stage outcomes. They can be 
used to determine what students know already, 
and what they need to learn next.

WHY WERE THE LEARNING PROGRESSIONS 
DEVELOPED?

The learning progressions have been developed 
to help identify student needs, and to support 
classroom planning and reporting. The learning 
progressions will allow teachers to locate a 
student’s current knowledge and ability more 
accurately, to determine the learning that 
should follow.

ASSESSMENT

Online assessments are being developed to 
support formative assessment of literacy and 
numeracy against the learning progressions.

Assessments such as Best Start Kindergarten and 
Best Start Year 7, will map students’ knowledge 
against the learning progressions, showing 
teachers what a student still needs to learn. 
Software will be used to record student progress 
against the learning progressions, giving 
teachers quick access to information about 
how their students’ learning is developing over 
time.

LEST WE FORGET

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
marks a significant event that lead towards the 
end of the First World War, and has since become 
our national day of Remembrance for all those 
who have suffered for Australia’s cause in armed 
conflicts. Last Monday, Cassilis staff and students 
observed Remembrance Day with a ceremony 
and one minute’s silence during which we 
commemorated those who have died in or as 
a result of battle. Our captains, Angus Heycox 
and Rachel Bibby ran the assembly with Jack 
Sumpter- Cornish reading the poem, ‘In Flanders 
Fields’.  Brooke McLennan read The Ode. After 
the Last Post was played we stood in respectful 
silence before watching the flag rise to the 
sound of The Reveille. The captains then placed 
the wreath of remembrance between the bases 
of the flagpoles. The ceremony concluded with 
the singing of The National Anthem.

Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK - 

DYLAN MCLENNAN

Dylan has been voted 
Student of the Week 
by staff and Students 
this Week for his 
dedication to learning 
and improved 
resilience.

Last week was a busy 
week at school with 
students having a 
range of different 

teachers and visitors to the school but despite 
all the changes, Dylan remained respectful 
towards others and demonstrated a more 
mature approach to learning.

Dylan contributed well in classroom discussions 
and achieved pleasing results in his weekly 
spelling test. He also challenged himself in Maths, 
particularly in the area of ordering fractions.

Dylan participated well in geography. He can 
remember all three climate zones in Australia 
and where they are located. 

In Drama lessons, Dylan took on and sustained 
roles in a variety of drama scenarios.

Some of the reasons Dylan’s peers voted for him 
include:

“Dylan because he worked well in coding”, and 
“Dylan for playing respectfully with others in the 
playground”

Congratulations, Dylan and keep up the 
fantastic work!  

A MESSAGE FROM MISS HODGSON

Last week, Mrs Austin and I were away for 
compulsory training in Learning Progressions. 
From next year Early Action for Success Schools 
including Cassilis, will be trialling Learning 
Progressions and assessing students against 
them to improve student performance and 
awareness of next steps in learning.

WHAT ARE THE LEARNING PROGRESSIONS?

The learning progressions are a teaching 
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Katrina Hodgson
Relieving Principal

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays.

MID TERM LIBRARY REWARDS

Congratulations to Dylan and Brooke McLennan 
for remembering their library books each week 
so far this term. Students are encouraged to 
return and borrow books on library day each 
week and those who do are rewarded each 
five weeks. We look forward to giving out more 
Library awards by the end of the term!

WEEK 6 IN PHOTOS
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Riley Borradaile - 
completing a complex 
octi-origami design

SPORTSPERSON OF THE 
WEEK

Tyson Marsh - fair play 
with Kinder/Year 1 in 
Milo Cricket

Pauline Bullock

REMEMBRANCE DAY

It was wonderful to see so many community 
members attend our annual Remembrance 
Day ceremony on Monday. Our special guests 
included Rev Jody Zammit, Mr Michael Johnson 
and Corporal Joshua Long from the Lone Pine 
Barracks at Singleton.

Sandy Hollow 
Public School

PEER SUPPORT

Our session this week is Stronger Together - our 
Peer Support module encouraged the students 
to identify behaviours or actions they feel are 
unhealthy in themselves and others.

Riley, Kane, Andrew and Dustynn our peer 
leaders presented a variety of activities to the 
children. These activities assisted them to build 
their skills in identifying behaviours in which 
they can include others during work and plan 
situations.

WEEKLY AWARDS

• Mikayla Borradaile - improved handwriting

• Reagan Turner - YCDI - persistence in maths

• Cameron Nebauer - demonstrating 
wonderful multiplication skills

WORKERS OF THE WEEK

• Dustynn Turner, Taylan Blackhurst-Marsh and 
Thomas McLean

PRESENTATION NIGHT-EVERYONE WELCOME

When:  Thursday November 30 at 6.30pm

Students will finish school at 1.30pm, to give 
everyone plenty of time to go home and get 
ready. Students need to come dressed in their 
full school uniform, and be at school by 6.15pm 
ready for a 6.30pm start. The night will conclude 
with a shared supper.

All families are asked to bring a plate of food to 
share at the end of the evening.

spoke well. Corporal Joshua Long spoke 
about his experiences in the infantry and what 
Remembrance Day means to him.

We would like to thank our visitors for the morning 
for supporting our special ceremony. Thank you 
also to Katie McLean and Jeannie Harris for 
setting up and organising morning tea.

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION

Andrew Harris, Riley Borradaile, Shaneka Marsh, 
Maddison Nebauer and Kane Taylor have been 
performing their duties as buddies for our new 
kindergarten children extremely well. 

The skill that all the activities were based on this 
week was ‘Ignoring’

The students were taught not to look at the person 
they want to avoid. They could look at a friend 
or pick up a toy. They are also encouraged not 
to listen to what the annoying person is saying, 
but to listen to someone else. Finally, do not say 
anything to the person.

We are very proud 
of the effort our 
students went to to 
present a solemn 
ceremony. Every 
student from both 
Sandy Hollow 
and Martindale 
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Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays.

Merriwa 
Pre‑School 

and Activity Centre
GETTING READY FOR 2018

A new Child Care Subsidy will commence in 
July 2018 which replaces the current Child Care 
Benefit and Child Care Rebate. The Child Care 
Subsidy will be paid directly to services, this 
change will mainly impact families who attend 
the Merriwa Activity Centre

There are also changes to the annual cap which 
will make child care more affordable for most 
families.

Three things will determine a family’s level of 
Child Care Subsidy:

1. Combined family income
2. Activity level of parents
3. Type of child care service

Some basic requirements must be satisfied for 
an individual to be eligible to receive Child Care 
Subsidy for a child. These include:

• The age of the child (must be 13 or under 
and not attending secondary school)

• The child meeting immunisation requirements
• The individual, or their partner, meeting the 

residency requirement

The package includes a $1.2 billion Safety Net 
to give the most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
children, including those from regional and 
remote communities, a strong start through 
access to quality early learning and child care

The current arrangements don’t change until 2 
July 2018. More information about what families 
need to do to prepare for the change will be 
available in early 2018.

Pre-School is set to begin on the following dates 
for 2018, we are very excited to introduce 
the children to new class groups and begin a 
wonderful new year with some new initiatives 
and developments for staff and children.

START DATES FOR 2018

• Monday February 5
• Tuesday January 30
• Wednesday January 31
• Thursday February 1
• Friday February 2 

Here are some tips to help you and your child in 
the early days and weeks of starting preschool.

ESTABLISH SOME ROUTINES 

Routines can help your child feel safe and secure, 
particularly when new things are happening. You 
could set up a routine for preschool mornings 
– for example, get up, have breakfast, clean 
teeth, get dressed,  pack lunchbox and go. You 
could even make a chart with pictures showing 
the different steps in your routine.

DEVELOP A ROUTINE FOR SAYING GOODBYE

Say goodbye to your child so that he knows 
you’re going, and tell him that you’ll pick him 
up at the end of the day. You could choose a 
special place to say goodbye, or an activity to 
do before you go. For example, ‘If you wave to 
me from that window, I’ll be able to see you’, 
or ‘Which book will we read before I go?’ Say 
goodbye once and leave. Lots of goodbyes 
can be stressful for both you and your child.

COMMUNICATE WITH THE PRESCHOOL TEACHERS 

Children get confidence from seeing warm, 
positive and friendly interactions between 
important people in their lives, like their parents 
and teachers. Good communication with your 
child’s teacher also helps you share relevant 
information and helps the teacher know how 
best to respond to your child.

It can take time for your child to get used to 
the routine of going to preschool. If you feel 
your child isn’t settling in, and advice from the 
teacher isn’t working, you could also try talking 
to your GP or your child and family health nurse.

Leah Folpp
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Anglican News

Phone: 0429 996 769

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Women’s Guild Meeting - First Thursday Monthly
Messy Church - Parish Hall - Last Friday Monthly: 
3.30pm 
Men’s Breakfast - Parish Hall - Third Saturday:  
7.30am
REFLECTION CHRIST THE KING   Matthew 25:31-46

This final Gospel of the liturgical year offers 
great insight into firstly Jesus’, then Matthew’s, 
understanding of what lies at the heart of our 
Judeo-Christian tradition.  The King in the story 
identifies himself with the hungry, the thirsty, the 
stranger, the naked, the sick and imprisoned.  
Responding to God necessarily involves our 
response to the needy in this world.  Christianity 
is not simply a set of pious practices or rituals: the 
spiritual person is necessarily ethical.

As I write this reflecting on the past year I fear 
our Australian society may be found wanting in 
this judgement.  The strangers to our shores have 
not been made welcome; the hungry and thirsty 
have not found nourishment; the strangers to 
our shores have not been made welcome; the 
hungry and thirsty have not found nourishment; 
the sick and naked have been turned away.  The 
Gospel of Jesus rebukes our lack of compassion: 
‘In so far as you neglect to do this to one of the 
least of these, you neglected to do it to me.’

In Matthew’s Infancy story the name of Mary’s 
child is Emmanuel, ‘a name which means God 
with us’.  This final episode in Jesus’ ministry 
continues this proclamation.  God is with us in 
the poor and the destitute of our world:  ‘What 
you did to the least of these you did to me.’  
As we move into a new liturgical cycle and 
prepare again for the coming of the child, may 
we keep the Gospel image in mind so that we 
will truly recognize God-with-us in a naked child 
lying in an animal’s feed bin.  God comes to us 
among the least of this world but will God find a 
welcome? (From “Sundays under the Southern 
Cross” by Mary Coloe PBVM)

Love and Blessings, Rev’d Pat.

Don’t forget the Ecumenical Christmas Carols 
on December 11 in Apex Park.

Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Rotary
This is an ongoing program of Rotary 
Merriwa, operated in cooperation with Lions 
Muswellbrook.

Our club has been participating in RECYCLE 
FOR SIGHT for several years and we continue 
to receive, from the community, and dispatch 
impressive quantities of glasses (spectacles) 
which are no longer needed by those for whom 
they were prescribed. The glasses are then 
graded by professionals and sent on to countries 
where many people would not be able to afford 
to buy them and are distributed free to people 
for whom they are suitable.

Merriwa/Cassilis continues to respond well and 
another parcel has been prepared for dispatch.

Applying what is an estimate of the average 
price people have paid for their glasses, it is 
calculated that the value of those already 
dispatched to be in the order of $100,000.

CLOSING DATES

Due to the absence of Robert, the La 
Scaletta will be closed from November 17 

re-opening December 22.

We are sorry for any inconvenience this 
may cause, especially for those who were 
thinking of booking a Christmas Party during 

this time

Robert Marchese

La Scaletta

Thanks to all 
who gave 
contributed.

Hope more 
will be able to 
SEE THEIR WAY 
CLEAR to help!

Glasses can be 
left at MERRIWA 
PHARMACY. 

Mark Smith
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in Aged Care Award at the NSW/ACT Regional 
Achievement and Community Awards. 

The Prime Super Employer Excellence in Aged 
Care Award recognises and acknowledges 
businesses, organisations and not for profits who 
have a strong focus on staff engagement, safety 
and well-being, training and providing staff 
with higher education learning opportunities 
and development. Gummun Place Hostel has 
outshone much larger rivals to take out this 
award at the Gala Presentation Dinner.

The Award acknowledges aged care facilities, 
organisations, not for profits and businesses 
making a positive difference in the industry in 
NSW and the ACT.

MERRIWA POOL

Merriwa Pool re-opened on Wednesday 
November 8. The pool was closed for nine days 
to allow unexpected repairs to failing paintwork 
within the pool. I would like to apologise for any 
inconvenience this caused. 

FAREWELL WAID

Council’s General Manager Waid Crockett 
has tendered his resignation with Council and 
will finish up at the end of this year and take 
on a role back in his native New Zealand with 
the South Taranaki District Council as their new 
Chief Executive.

I have greatly enjoyed working with Waid and 
wish him and his wife, Soraya, all the best for 
the future. I am sure they will enjoy being back 
closer to family.

In the almost five years Waid has been General 
Manager he made a significant contribution 
to the Council, to the Shire and to our future 
direction.

SCONE AIRPORT

Do not be alarmed if you hear noises at Scone 
airport. To ensure the safety of airport users, 
Council is undertaking a program to disperse 
kangaroos from the area around Scone and 
Upper Hunter Airport. 

Shire Notes
WITH CR RON CAMPBELL
GUMMUN PLACE HOSTEL

Congratulations to 
Gummun Place Hostel for 
winning the 2017 Prime 
Super Employer Excellence 

A scare gun will be used at the airport until 
the kangaroo problem is resolved. It will be 
operating from approximately 6.00am to 7.30am 
and 6.00pm to 9.30pm. Scare guns are the most 
effective and harmless pest wildlife deterrent. 

Council apologises for any inconvenience. 
Nearby residents have been informed by 
letterbox drop.

Cr Ron Campbell

Dr Emad Jasem
For all your medical needs

Opening hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.30am 

-5.30pm
Wednesday 8.30am -2.00pm

Closed for lunch 2.00pm to 3.00pm daily

For bookings please call the surgery on 02 6548 
2305.

Some spaces are becoming available for 
patients within our practice, so if you would like 
to become a patient and you are not already 
registered on our waiting list, please come in 
and see our friendly reception staff to register. 

Please remember on arrival to your appointment 
we ask that you present to reception with your 
Medicare card, yes Merriwa Surgery staff do 
know who you are, and haven’t forgotten you, 
but this remains a requirement for identification 
purpose and checking of details for every 
appointment. 

Merriwa Surgery is a mixed billing practice 
and payment is required on the day, we use 
Medicare online, enabling your rebate to be 
processed back into your account on the same 
day. Standard consult $65.00, Long Consultation 
$110.00.

Dr Emad Jasem

Merriwa Surgery
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY AND MERRIWA RINGER CHRISTMAS 
COLOURING COMPETITION

Name:____________________________ Age/Class: ______________

School: ____________________________________ 

Prizes for first place in two age groups(circle group).  Under 7 years  8 to 11 years
Pictures can be handed into your school office for collection or Merriwa Central School Offices. Closing date is Friday 

December 1, 2017 at 3pm.
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When:  Saturday December 16
Time:  8.30am till 1.00pm

Come and have your morning coffee with us 
and even an egg and bacon roll. Hope to see 
you all there.

Julie Russell

Merriwa Markets

Merriwa Hospital Auxilary
STREET  STALL

The Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary will be holding 
a street stall on Friday December 1. We would 
love any donations of cakes, biscuits, slices, 
vegetables or any saleable items from our 
members and the community. Our raffle will 
be a Christmas HAM Voucher to be collected 
from Max’s Country Cuts before Christmas.  We 
will also have a 100 Club so call in and support 
our Street Stall on Friday December 1. See you 
there and thanks in advance for your continued 
support of our Merriwa MPS Auxiliary.

Elaine Sparrow

area through financial grants for education and 
employment expenses. Our grants contribute 
towards apprenticeships, traineeships, 
cadetships, diplomas, certificate level studies, 
university qualifications or employment.

CEF grants are based on financial need, not 
academic success. You will however, need to 
demonstrate commitment to achieving your 
goal. The four essential selection criteria are:

• You have a demonstrated financial need;

• You are aged 16-24 years;

• You have attended school in or currently 
live in the region covered by the Country 
Education Foundation of Merriwa, and you 
are able to demonstrate commitment to 
achieving your goal.

Applications are now open to apply for grants 
for the 2018 study year.  More information and 
the application process can be found at https://
cef.org.au/apply-for-a-grant/

In the coming weeks, we will learn from our 2017 
recipients how important these grants have 
been towards their successful studies this year.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should 
you require any further information on how to 
apply for a grant.

Amanda Kemp

Country Eduction 
Foundation of Merriwa

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

Country Education Foundation of 
Merriwa supports youth in our local 

Merriwa Senior Citizens
1. Our Christmas Luncheon is on Sunday    

November 26  from about 12 noon – lunch     
is set down for 12.30pm

Raffle is a hamper and there will be many lucky 
door prizes. Please bring gift for exchange.

Cost for lunch is $18.00 for members – otherwise 
$25.00. Please let me know if you would like to 
attend.

2. Tuesday March 6, 2018

We will be going on a trip with Cowans to 
Hawkesbury to board the cruise with the 
Riverboat Postman.

Cost for members will be $90.00 or non-members 
$100.00 which includes morning tea and lunch 
($45.00) on board – this cost can be paid in 
instalments January/ February.

Cowans will pick up in Merriwa between 6.00-
6.30am in order to board the boat at 10.00am.

This will be a lovely day out – Please let me know 
if you would like to come.

Mary O’Neill

Our seniors will be having their Christmas party 
luncheon on Sunday November 26 in the RSL 
club’s auditorium from about 12 noon.

The cost for the luncheon will be $18.00 if you 
are a financial member (June 30, 2017/2018) - 
otherwise the cost will be $25.00.

Please let me know if you would like to attend.

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens 
Association
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Hunter Medical Practice
Merriwa Multi-Purpose 

Service
Cnr Brisbane and 
Mackenzie Street, 

Merriwa, NSW, 2329
Phone 6532 5013

Fax 6532 5006
Denman Multi-Purpose 

Services
51-53 Ogilvie Street, 
Denman, NSW, 2328

Phone 6547 3955
Fax 6547 1134

Dr Noman Jawaad

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

Merriwa VIEW Club
CAROLS IN THE PARK

Date:   Sunday December 10

The Combined Christian Church’s of Merriwa 
invite you to join us at Apex park for Carols In 
the Park.

Carols start at 7.00pm and a BBQ will be 
available. Starts 6.30pm onwards.

Each year at the Carols in the Park a sausage 
sizzle  BBQ run by Peter and Wendy Campbell 
of the Uniting Church is held with the proceeds 
donated to a worthy individual or cause in 
Merriwa.

This year the proceeds will be donated to the 
newly formed Merriwa and District Meals on 
Wheels inc.

This service to our community was reinstated 
after community concerns that freshly cooked 
meals prepared at our MPS Hospital and 
delivered to our senior members by volunteers 
was an essential service needed.

Legal requirements and establishment costs 
were required in order to become a registered 
entity as a registered charity.

Donations from Merriwa Rotary Merriwa Progress 
Association and individuals along with personal 
guarantees has enabled this service to start.

The personal contact and interaction with the 
recipients of this service is well recieved along 
with five home cooked meals per week.

The Combined Christian Churches invite you 
to join in our carol singing and support for this 
worthy cause.

This year we will have our local musicians along 
with two of our local singers performing.

Quality sound amplification is provided by Mr 
Jake Mackintyre.

Locking forward to seeing you there.

Please note.. if inclement weather prevails..the 
Carols event will be transferred to the school of 
arts building.. Bow Street Merriwa.

Cr Ron Campbell

Merriwa Combine Churches

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations 
and anyone wishing to advise of a special event 
(birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to 
make use of this free service, please contact us 

before 12.00noon on Mondays.

Where: Anglican Church Hall, Mackenzie  
  Street 

Time:    7.00pm for 7.30pm dinner

RSVP:    Jenny Johnson on 6548 2509 if you  
  are unable to make it.

Come along and enjoy a wonderful Christmas 
dinner with our friendly group of ladies.

As this is our last dinner meeting for 2017 and 
Christmas celebration, we are having a “Secret 
Santa” gift giving.  A present to the value of 
$10.00 would be most appreciated.

Hope to see you there.

Julie Smith
Secretary

REMINDER
DINNER TONIGHT 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 23
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Community Notice Board
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Merriwa Red Cross
THANK YOU

Once again we would like to thank the Merriwa 
Community for their support at our recent Street 
Stall. An amount of $960.25 was raised and 
forwarded to Red Cross to help with vital work 
in Australian communities. Without your support, 
this would not have been possible. Thank you.

May we wish you all  a Happy  and Holy Christmas 
and every best wish for the New Year.

The winners of the raffle were:

First   Marie Scott

Second  Norma Redman

Third   Santosh

The winners of the 100 Club were:

First      No 13 Robyn Redman

Second    No 25 Taine Nash

Third     No 59 Robyn McAlister

Cheree Walmsley
Liaison Officer

Just a reminder that the competition is open 
to anyone and that the cake for December  is 
the Moist Coconut Cake or the Steamed Fruit 
Pudding, you may do both or just one. Entries 
must be at the CWA meeting by 9.30am on 
Monday December 4.  I know there are a lot of 
good cooks out there so how about getting the 
cooking out and show us what you can do.

Moist Coconut Cake – suggested recipe. 

INGREDIENTS
• 125g Butter
• ½ Teaspoon 

coconut essence
• 1 cup caster 

sugar
• 2 eggs

• ½ cup desiccated 
coconut

• 1 ½ cups Self raising 
flour

• 1/3 cup milk mixed 
with 300ml carton of 
sour cream

METHOD

• Grease 20cm cake tin and line base with 
baking paper

• Heat oven to 180C standard oven or 160C 
fan forced

• Cream butter, coconut essence and sugar 
in bowl until light and fluffy. 

• Beat in eggs one at the time. 
• Stir in half the coconut and sifted flour with 

half the mixed sour cream and milk. 
• Then stir in remaining ingredients until smooth. 
• Pour into tin and bake for about 1 hour. 
• Place on cake rack until cool.
• Ice with white glace icing. No decoration. 

(It is better if ingredients are at room 
temperature)

Kids Craft Day -  FREE  (Just what we need 
coming onto Christmas)

We are having a kids craft day on the Saturday 
December 2.  Come in at 10.00am till 2.30pm.

A light lunch will be included.  We will be making 
Christmas Cards and Decorations.  Remember 
the more the merrier.  Will be a fun day for 
all.   Kids also bring your parents along to help 
supervise.

Merriwa CWA
December Cooking Challenge – 
Monday December 4.

Please note change of next meeting

The next meeting of the CWA Merriwa Branch will 
be on Monday December 4 starting at 10.00am 
in the CWA Rooms, 159 Bettington Street. New 
members are always welcome. Enquiries to:

Barbara Campbell on 6548 5131 or mobile on 
0428 485 131 or Robyn McAlister on 6548 3274.

The CWA Merriwa rooms are available for 
bookings at very reasonable rates – contact 
Jean Price on 6548 2456.

Kim Clydsdale
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Merriwa Newsagency
AUSTRALIAN MEN’S HEALTH 

Congratulations to Gummun Place for 
winning the 2017 Prime Super Employer 

Excellence in Aged Care Award. What a 
wonderful achievement for a small community 
organisation. 

NEW IN STORE THIS WEEK

HARPER’S BAZAAR 

• Julia Roberts is strength, beauty and still all 
smiles

• Sheer delights – summer’s beautiful see-
through silhouette

• Exclusive! Sarah-Jane Clarke on her alcohol-
free year

• FREE! Exclusive Harper’s Bazaar makeup 
brush kit

EMPIRE 

• Superheroes Unite! Justice League DC fights 
back! Inside the year’s boldest comic-book 
blockbuster

• The Thing at 35 -  John Carpenter on his 
classic 

• Exclusive! The return of Stranger Things 
including incredible behind-the-scenes 
access to Netflix’s Monster Hit

• BONUS! Greatest comic book movies ever! 
Volume 1. 

WEDDING STYLING HANDBOOK

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays.

A RUBY REDSHOES MOMENT

Friends are always close by but often not where 
you’d expect.

BEANIE BOOS

Twiggy: I’m glad to have a friendship with you; 
we can share clothes and even shoes! 

• Design your day 500+ styles to share and 

swoon over

• Unique ideas 
to make your 
wedding as 
individual as 
you! 

• Get the look: 
Country luxe 
for decadent 
and deluxe 
wedding style, 
think rich, 
refined and 
oh-so regal.

SAVE THE DATE!

NewsXpress Merriwa is hosting a Beanie Boo 
party on Sunday December 3, 11.30am to 
12.30pm. Details to follow.

QUICK NOTICE

Ella’s get moving Aqua Aerobics is on Monday’s 
11-12 noon and again at 5.00-6.00pm. No need 
to book in, just turn up!  Please note it is Monday 
not Wednesday. 

ACROSS THE MILES CHRISTMAS CARDS ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE!

PHONECARDS: all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodafone.  Cash 
and Eftpos only. 

Leanne Hook
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Where Are They Now?

graduating class for our small town. I can’t say 
that I have kept in close contact with anyone 
from those days (nor that there wasn’t a fair 
amount of bullying back in those final years), 
but with the reach of the internet it has been 
relatively easy to get updates on how my 
classmates lives have changed over the years. 
Whilst it’s true that friendships formed during high 
school can be long lasting, if you are one of the 
few who don’t feel like you have particularly 
close friends, if you feel like you don’t fit in, don’t 
let that worry you. There is a big wide world out 
there and plenty of opportunities to discover the 
things you enjoy and the people you want to be 
around.

I have had a quite a diverse career thus far. I 
entered Macquarie University in a Bachelor 
of Marine Science degree and graduated 4 
years later with my Bachelors and a First-Class 
Honours degree. It was a difficult Honours year 
and though I was still sure I wanted to further 
my education with a PhD, I decided to do 
something different. I moved to Alice Springs 
where I headed a research group examining 
navigation in native ants. After 2 years in the 
desert, I knew I wanted to remain in research, and 
to my limited understanding at the time the best 
course ahead was to seek out a PhD position. 
Initially I moved to Brisbane and worked as a 
researcher examining the behaviour of angry 
bees and how to model this work for missile and 
anti-missile technologies. It was truly fascinating, 
but I wanted room to move. I was still quite 
naïve despite my experience and decided a 
PhD was definitely the way ahead. I moved to 
Canberra to complete my PhD in entomology, 
which resulted in a Post-Doctoral position at 
The University of Sydney in the Invertebrate 
Behaviour and Ecology Lab. Today, three years 
on from completing my PhD, I now manage 

the Invertebrate Behaviour and Ecology Lab. 
Each year I coordinate undergraduate courses 
in Invertebrate Taxonomy, Entomology, and 
Integrated Pest Management. I supervise 
honours and PhD students of my own now and 
endeavour to help them develop their abilities 
and scientific confidence. The central theme to 
my career has been scientific and challenging. 
I enjoy difficult projects and complex ideas, 
pushing my abilities and learning from the 
experts around me to help better myself.

I am passionate about education. I think 
education is what helps bring people up and into 
a better position than they were previously in. 
By broadening our knowledge, confronting our 
assumptions, we become better people. I use 
this passion to ensure my lectures are engaging 
and constantly updating with the changes in 
research. Further to this, I give public lectures 
and conference keynotes, not only to scientific 
audiences, but to engineers, professionals from 
financial sectors, and the general public. One 
of my favourite regular events are my interviews 
on the ABC with Richard Glover, where I get a 
chance to take a topic from within my field and 
make it approachable for everyone. I like to 
share my knowledge and hopefully instil those 
who listen with an appreciation for not only 
insects, but scientific research in general. 

But there is more to life than work. Outside of work, 
I have experienced a lot since leaving Merriwa. 
I have travelled to the USA, Timor-Leste, Nepal, 
the United Arab Emirates, Samoa, and Japan, to 
name a few. I have competed in national and 
international sporting events, from triathlons and 
ultramarathons, to multi-stage mountain bike 
and road cycling events. I’ve had my fair share of 
injuries and challenges that have each required 
a strong mindset and dedicated approach to 
overcome and improve upon. I have joined 
many organisations on a volunteer basis to find 
what contribution to my community works for 
me and after a few years with the SES and the 
paediatrics unit, I discovered that working with 
refugees in an English language course and 
acting as a guide for blind runners helps me feel 
a level of contribution and achievement that I 
think we all search for. 

I’ve learnt a lot since leaving school, and life 
has changed so dramatically that it’s kind of 
funny to look back and see how much pressure 
we were under during the HSC. I talk to a lot of 
students now and it is common to hear them 

Lab Manager and 
Post-Doc, Invertebrate 
Behaviour and 
Ecology Lab

INTRODUCING 
ELIZA MIDDLETON

CLASS OF 2002

I graduated from 
Merriwa Central 
School in 2002 in 
a surprisingly large 
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be concerned about the HSC, their results and 
what they are going to do for the rest of their 
lives. Let me reassure you, the HSC is not the end 
of the world. The HSC is not the only thing that 
matters in the future you will have. It is simply a 
jumping off point, a starter position. Once you 
leave the relatively sheltered environment of a 
school, you’ll find that things are challenging, 
life is difficult, things aren’t fair, but that there 
are amazing opportunities and experiences if 
you’re willing to grab them. Learning to be self-
sufficient, learning to be resilient, learning to be 
independent and brave are more important in 
my experience than your potential UAI. By all 
means, do your best, I encourage you to do 
your best at everything in life, but your results are 
not the end of the world, merely the beginning, 
and there is always a way to get to do what you 
want, you simply must be driven enough to get 
there. 

In retrospect, I wish someone had given me more 
advice whilst I was at school. I wish my careers 
counsellor at school actually had a proper 
appreciation of the kinds of career options that 
lay ahead for me. I wish someone had of told 
me that being flexible and adaptive was more 
valuable than that 2-digit score I though defined 
my future forever.  

Live life wanting, striving, achieving. Find 
challenges and embrace them. Say yes to 
opportunities but know that if something isn’t 
working for you, step away; at the end of the 
day you need to look after you as no-one else 
will. Remain adaptive, be resilient, realise that 
your future is in your control and it’s up to you to 
determine if you enjoy it or not. 

I n s t a g r a m : 
smiley_lize 
Twitter: @
ElizaJMiddo
F a c e b o o k : 
I n v e r t e b r a t e 
Behaviour and 
Ecology Lab

Eliza Middleton

One of the many pet invertebrates I 
own, a giant burrowing cockroach

Winning sixth place in the Tour de Timor 5 
day mountain bike race was an incredible 

experience
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

34 MARQUET STREET MERRIWA  $219,000.00
Situated on 1043sqm this brick and tile home is in excellent condition throughout. 
There are 3 big bedrooms, a good size lounge featuring R/C Air and a combustion 
fire. A 3 way bathroom with a shower, bath, vanity and separate toilet and laundry. 
The dining room leads off the kitchen which has plenty of cupboard space, 
breakfast bar and an electric stove. Outside is a private undercover entertainment 
area, single garage and two garden sheds. The large yard is flat fully fenced in new 
colourbond and has a fully established vegie garden and fruit trees.

LOT 8 MCCARTNEY STREET MERRIWA  $58,000.00
This 2023sqm block is ideal to build your new home. The block is flat for easy 
building. The vendors have had the soil tests conducted and engineering drawings 
will be supplied with the sale. Power, phone and town water are already connected 
to the block. With all the ground work done and a good location within easy 
walking distance to the main street this block is priced to sell.

53-55 KING GEORGE AVENUE MERRIWA  $120,000.00
This 4 3/4 acre (21,246sqm) block is in 2 titles and both have a building entitlement 
with all services including town water available. Located on the edge of Merriwa 
and easy walking distance to the sports club. This block is a great spot to build your 
dream home. 

Businesses

 PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:

 • Property Law/Subdivisions
 • Conveyancing
 • Compensation Matters
 • Wills & Estates
 • Powers of Attorney

 • Criminal Law
 • Litigation & Court Appearances
 • Business Law & Leases
 • Family Law
 • General Legal Work

 59 BROOK STREET

 MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333
 Phone: 6543 2433

 Fax: 6542 5297

 Email: office@cgblaw.com.au   Web: www.cgblaw.com.au

 Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890

 100 BETTINGTON STREET

 MERRIWA NSW 2329

 BY  APPOINTMENT

 Phone: 6543 2433

 CURTIS GANT BETTS
  SOLICITORS AND CONVEYANCERS
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Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.

 

155 Bettington St 
MERRIWA NSW 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      merriwa@newsxpress.com.au 
     www.newsxpress.com.au 
Supports your local community.  

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

HAY SALES & HAY 
CONTRACTING

Small square and 
Round Bales

All Rural contracting 
available

Ring Darryl on 
0429 485 168
or 6548 5168

HANCKEL RURAL

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

Contractors
Air Conditioning - Home 

Instillations Refrigeration - 
Electrical Accessories Service 
Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher 

Paykel, Electrolux) 
White Goods - Appliances

C.J & J.M VERO & SONS
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 
2045 (Emergencies only)

ABN 65810 824 869 Lic 243746C Au 29030

Electrical 
M A M

ACCOUNTING

Email:  admin@mamandco.com.au   
Skype:  mamsydney   

Website:  www.mamandco.com.au

Professional Accounting Solutions 

161 Bettington Street, Merriwa NSW 2329
Merriwa: (02) 6548 2226  
Toll free:  1800 252 972
Sydney:  (02) 9428 6000

Appointments only

Cloud Computing
Accounting & Taxation

Strategic Planning
Estate & Succession Planning

 
Computer Service & Repair 

Friendly and Professional 

Merriwa Local, Servicing the 
Hunter Valley 

Call MATT on 0418667887 

La Scaletta
Pizzeria

Traditional Wood-fired pizza
Friday 6.00pm to 9.00pm

Saturday 6.00pm to 
9.00pm

Call us for your next function!
Contact La Scaletta on 

6548 3005
robert.marchese@bigpond.

com
Bookings are essential!

0407 757 144
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish.

Holy Trinity
Merriwa

9.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible 
Study

7.30am Mon, 
Wed, Fri

Morning Prayer

St Columbia
Cassilis

11.00am every 
2nd and 4th 

Sunday

Contact: 0429 996 
769

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 2213
6548 2042

MORE THAN JUST A 
POST OFFICE One-
stop for paying (nearly) all your bills 

Business banking and personal banking 
Stationary and greeting cards - 

inexpensive, full range
Computer and technology items Mobile 

phones, starter kits and recharge 
vouchers

Open Monday - Friday 9.00am-5.00pm 
Closed for lunch 2-2.30pm

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

Meets the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7.00pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President: Tory Simmons
Secretary:  Anna Whaley  
 and Sandy Wallings
Treasurer:  Anna Whaley

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 

6.00pm
Saturday by arrangement.

DR EMAD JASEM
For all your medical needs.

For appointments please 
call the surgery on 

6548 2305 

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 

11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Rev David Kim - 6545 1396
Pastor Richard Moors - 6543 1168

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

s

at 10.00am in the CWA Rooms, 
159 Bettington Street 

Visitors and new members are always 
welcome.  

Enquiries to: 
President: Barbara Campbell 

Phone: 6548 5131 
Email:  barbaraj911@gmail.com 

Secretary: Robyn McAlister 
Phone: 6548 3274 

Email:  robyncwa@bigpond.com 

CWA 
Meets 2nd 

Monday 
of the month 

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

 

 

 
 

. 

 

Merriwa Pre-School and Activity Centre 
0265 482 083 

merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 
 

Merriwa Pre-School 
For children 2 – 5 years 

Hours of Operation: 
Monday-Friday: 8am to 3.30pm 

 

Activity Centre 
For children attending Kindergarten to Year 6 

Hours of Operation: 
After School Care 

Monday-Friday: 3pm – 6pm 
Vacation Care 

Monday – Friday: 9am – 5pm 

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

Senior Vice President: Mel 
Swan on 0457 832 581
Treasurer: Leanne Hunt on 
0487 761 253
Secretary: Kellie Porter
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

www.merriwashow.com.au 
Pat Ryan - President 

Megan Richards - 
Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

      15  to 17th September!ccc

2017 
Merriwa 

Springtime 
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA 

President - Clint Walker
Secretary - Fiona Morgan 
Treasurer - Roy Morgan - 

0418 417 186
    

JUNIOR 
LEAGUE 

AND 
NETBALL 

CLUB

Email: fionamorgan6@bigpond.
com

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Hall
Treasurer: Krichelle Khan

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior Competitons
Court Hire

Vice President: 
Hannah Walmsley

Merriwa 
Rugby League 
Football Club

President: Anthony Kelly
Senior Vice President: Gavin 

Armstrong
Junior Vice President: Kayla 

Barry
Secretary/Public Officer: 

Gaynor Blackadder 
Treasurer/Publicity Officer: 

Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2017/18 starts Sept 11!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(season ends 26 February)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

     
 

MERRIWA BUSHMAN’S CAMPDRAFT 
EST. 1947 

President: Jamie Edmonds 0428 308 010 
Secretary: Megan Richards  0427 437 743 

Treasurer: Jake McIntyre  
0408 112 709 

 
 

 
October Long weekend 2017 

merriwacampdraft@gmail.com 

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Christine Riley  
Treasurer 0427 412 128

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

MERRIWA SSAA AND 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
David Alker

Contact - 0427 482 095

Vice Presidents - Peter 
Bishop and Paul Frampton

Race Day 
for 2017 is 

April 22

Merriwa District 
Progress Association 

SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION THAT 

SUPPORTS YOUR 
COMMUNITY

Meets every 4th Wednesday at 
Merriwa RSL Club at 6.00pm

Phone Bryan on 6548 5000
or Beron on 6548 2245

Inc
Merriwa 

Cricket Club
President: 

Jon Osmond 
0428 714 648 

Vice President: Mark 
Fieldsend

Secretary: James 
Armstrong 

0412 926 525
Treasurer: Mick Curteis 

- 0475 980 254

 
 
 

 

RUSSELL’S 
Earthmoving  

Pty Limited 
Earthmoving and 

Construction 
 

 02 6548 2246 
0417 506 769 

6 Gooch Street Merriwa 2329 
 

MERRIWA OLD 
BOY’S CLUB

President – Patrick 
Williams 0417 462 767

V/President – Trent 
Cooper

Secretary – Lee Cronin
Treasurer – Matt 

Morgan 0417 791 628
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Clubs
N

ew
s

Merriwa Sports Club

Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three 
raffles choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.

Last Sunday each month
Smorgasbord all you can eat Chinese entree, 
mains and desserts.

Casual bowls and golf also available. Donations 
in honesty box.

Chinese/Australian Restaurant open for lunch 
Wednesday to Sunday, 12 noon to 2.00pm.  
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 8.30pm. 
Closed Mondays, reopen 5.00pm Tuesday.

For bookings and take away - telephone 6548 
3228. 
PLEASE NOTE: CHINESE SMORGASBORD SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 26
DECEMBER 31

WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday Raffle November 18
Saturday members draw, no 217, was not won – 
next week $190.00.

Winners jackpot was not won – next week $200.00

 Dinner:   Eva Towler    
 Bowls Raffle:    Eva Towler 

 Free Tickets:   Rebecca Beeney 

Sunday Raffle November 19
Members draw, no 284 was not won – next week 
$800.00.

Please note: Saturday raffles commence at 
7.30pm. 

Every Saturday we have social bowls on. 1.00pm 
start on the green. $5.00 per person.

Christmas is just around the corner. So with that 
we have a date for your calendar. Saturday 

The Sports Club provides a wide range of 
benefits for members and guests.

MERRIWA WOMENS BOWLS

Dunedoo BC Mixed Friendship Day – Wednesday 
November 29, 2017. Box draw triples with casual 
dress.
Lunch   $10.00
Please leave your name on the Board at the 
Sports Club or give to Loretta 0428 482 679 by 
November 23, 2017. This is the last Friendship Day 
for the year. a day full of fun for everyone.

Loretta Cooper

Merriwa RSL Club
The Members Lucky Badge for $600.00 was not 
won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 503.  
This week it jackpots to $650.00. 

The 7.00pm draw for $460.00 was not won the 
number was 223 this week it jackpots to $480.00. 
The 9.00pm draw for $220.00 was not won the 
number was 353, this week it jackpots to $240.00.

The Thursday Badge draw for $1020.00 was not 
won the number was 632, this week it jackpots 
to $1400.00 and will be drawn between 6.00pm 
– 7.00pm. LTPS/16/04092

The Sunday Morning Badge Draw for $1400.00 
was not won last week the number was 533, this 
week it jackpots to $1450.00 and will be drawn 
between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you must be 
present to win the money. LTP/16/04092

Membership renewal is now over due. 

Thursday December 21 the RFS Ham raffles. 

Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening 
6.00pm to 8.30pm.

WI-FI – the Club now has Wi-Fi for its members 
and guest. 

Birthday vouchers each month are also available 
at the bar at the beginning of the month 

‘T-BONE TUESDAY’

Every Tuesday you can now order a T-Bone, 
chips and salad or veg for just $15.00.

Also every Thursday have a chicken schnitzel, 
chips and salad or veg for just $12.50. 

Gourmet Burger Bargain’s – Saturday lunch 
Wagyu, Lamb or Pork burgers with chips $10.00 
only.

HAPPY HOUR –        Thursday 6.00pm to 7.00pm 

December 9 is our club Christmas party. 

Libbie Gear
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What’s happening at your local pub...

FRIDAY JOKER DRAW was not won.... It is now at 
$1525.00, you will receive a ticket for each drink 
purchased from 5.00pm until drawn and also 
two meat tray raffles valued at $50.00 each are 
$1.00 a ticket, remember to retain your tickets 
for a chance at the joker draw. Tickets on sale 
from 5.00pm and drawn between 7.00-7.30pm, 
you have to be there to win.

U.G.L.Y

We raised $567.00 for the U.G.L.Y foundation. 
Thank you to all who contributed.

HAPPY HOUR

Monday - Friday       5.00pm - 6.00pm

BISTRO
The Bistro is now open 7 days a week for dinner 
and lunch, with Daily Specials. 

For the juniors we have five things to pick from, 
all $10.00ea and all kids meals come with ice 
cream and topping.

Keep an eye out on our special via Facebook or 
the chalkboard near the bistro. 

Come down; enjoy a meal and cold beverage. 

To book a table please call 6548 2235. 

PUNTER CLUB 2018

We are now taking names for the Punters Club 
for 2018. Costing $10.00 per person per week. 
Sign up now at the Bar. 

Pool table and jukebox available with lots of 
great tunes for everyone to enjoy.

Please like our page on Facebook Merriwa 
Royal Hotel for any sudden changes.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Royal Hotel

N
ew

s

Merriwa RLF and League 
Tag

9’s games were held in Merriwa. I’m sure some 
people were checking the weather forecast 
and thinking there is no way it will be played, 
with thunderstorms predicted. Thankfully, we 
had just enough rain to make the oval just right 
to run on without being too soggy. 

First game kicked off at 6.00pm was Denman 
and Muswellbrook with Muswellbrook winning 
54-0.

Then at 6.35pm, Merriwa took on Murrurundi. We 
started well, with great defence, hard runs and 
good tackles made. 

Our attack in the first half was definitely a lot 
better than the second half but we held out 
Murrurundi enough to take the win 14-8. I’ve 
heard off a few supporters that our game was 
the best because it was hard and a close game. 

Great work, Magpies.

The last game was Singleton v’s Aberdeen, with 
Singleton winning 32-0 and currently undefeated. 

Thanks to everyone who helping in the canteen 
or setting up/packing away. It was greatly 
appreciated and we couldn’t have done it 
without your help.

Next game at Muswellbrook in Friday November 
24 against Muswellbrook at 6.00pm.

We are still after the following positions:

• Canteen Coordinator 
• Grounds keeper (maintaining lines, etc)
• Ground manager

If you would like more information about these 
positions please feel free to contact Jessyca 
Morgan on 0488 120 407 or Gaynor Blackadder 
on 0447 221 243. 

We are welcoming all sponsors for our 2018 
season. We would love to see all our 2017 season 
sponsors onboard again and we welcome and 
encourage any new sponsors to come onboard. 

Jessyca Morgan

Sporting

On Friday November 17, the ladies 

                                 Friday 6.00pm to 7.00pm
NEW –                        Saturday 3.00pm to 5.00pm – 
                                 Pre-mix cans from $6.50
                                 Sunday 11.00am to 12 noon
Members prices $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies, and $5.00 Corona’s.
Bistro hours – lunch 12.00pm – 2.00pm, evening 
6.30pm to 8.30pm.

Matthew Morgan
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F.E.A.R.
has two meanings - Forget Everything And Run

OR
Face Everything And Rise.

The choice is yours.

Merriwa Touch Football
Merriwa Touch Football is now in full swing and 
as of this week all teams should have been filled 
with the correct numbers and age brackets. 
There has also been a numerous amount of 
juniors sign up and others showing interest but 
from this point on there is no room in the teams. 
Sorry. But please keep next year’s season in 
mind.  We would be only too happy to have 
more teams in our small social competition.

With the juniors kicking off the night with a session 
of skills and then a competitive game allows the 
juniors to develop their skill ready when they are 
old enough to play the full games.

Speaking of the full games or the seniors, it is great 
to see so many of our young players working so 
hard and showing great skills on the field and 
in some (many actually) running rings around 
the older “more experienced” players. It is great 
to see the rules set up with in the competition 
giving these juniors the chance to play.

It is also great to see the new ROAR team take 
the field. They will be a team to watch as they 
learn to play with each other.

A reminder to all; each senior team is to take 
a turn at the table. The job of this team is to 
ensure that all games run on time, that first aid 
is given (or a committee is found to do the job), 
to ensure the games are packed up along with 
the table and that all rubbish is removed from 
the centre of the field. This is to help lighten the 
load of the committee and make for a smoothly 
run night. If your team forfeits you must let a 
committee member know so that something 
can be organised (last week’s team did well).

On another note, the committee are trying to 
gain interest on having another referees course 
in the coming weeks. If you are interested please 
be sure to let the main committee know. When 
we have enough numbers we will arrange a 
definite date.

ROUND 7 - 29/11/2017
Field 1

2 v’s 6
1 v’s 5
3 v’s 7

Field 2

4 v’s 8
12 v’s 10
11 v’s 9

Time

6.00
6.45
7.30

1. Bowling Barrels
2. Denman Devils
3. Green Machine
4. London Sillynannies
5. reprobates
6. ROAR
7. RSL

8. The Mongrels
9. Ter Fillies
10. Incred-i-bowls
11. ROAR Lionesses
12. Team Believe
13. Team RSL

TEAMS

With Christmas coming, remember that the 
final game for the season is always a fun family 
night. There will be a free feed for everyone and 
maybe something a little special for the kids. This 
is always a great night for everyone with prizes 
to be won for those who attend the Club after 
the games.

Tina Taylor

MASSEY FERGUSON 
TRACTOR 168

68hp VG Conditions New Rear 
Tyre Remotes

$7000.00 ono

Phone Darryl on 0429 485 168
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

Merriwa PAH and I Show

Notice is hereby given that the 
Merriwa PAH and I Show Annual 
General Meeting date has been 
set. At the meeting all positions will 
be declared open.

The meeting will be held:

Where: Merriwa RSL Club 

Date: Tuesday December 12,  
  2017 

Time:  7.00pm.

Elections of Merriwa PAH and 
I Executive Committee will be 
completed at this meeting.

All members and new interested 
parties are invited to attend and 
are eligible to apply for a position. 
Positions need to be filled for the 
Merriwa PAH and I to progress into 
the organisation of 2018.

Proxy nominations can be received 
via email to Megan Richards at 
secretary@merriwashow.com.au.

Be advised that all positions will be 
vacated!

Megan Richards

Merriwa Little Athletics
Sensational night for training on Monday with a 
full house of athletes filling up the track.  It was 
great to be able to get the new high jump mats 
out for another session which saw lots of emerging 
jumping talents. Thomas Hunt exceeded his 
personal best yet again reaching 1.27 and Darcy 
Taaffe recorded a new best at 1.09m. Thomas 
Campbell, Ben Patterson, Jye Bates and Artie 
Llewellyn showed some excellent form while the 
girls Isabel Williams and Grace Campbell were 
not to be outdone, showing great technique 
by the end of the night. Thanks coach Belinda 
Keane for all your hard work, it’s paying off in 
leaps and bounds.

We pulled a few dads off the bench to help out 
with timing on Monday, and boy were there 
some cracker times in the 100m and 400m! 
Tommy Booth lit up the track in the juniors while 
Jack Patterson needed to put ice in his boots to 
cool them off he was running so fast! Grace Collits 
and Wren Osborne put in top efforts all night. 
Nice work girls. Special thanks to coach Karina 
McLachlan who drafted off a few athletes to 
work on starts, strategy and running technique – 
it’s so great to have you on board Karina, thanks 
for sharing your knowledge and talents.

Coach awards on Monday went to Isabel 
Williams and Grace Campbell for brilliant high 
jumping, Wren Osborne who tried hard in every 
Tots event and Artie Llewelyn for his amazing 
effort in javelin and jumps. Well done athletes. 

Our Zone team is pumped up and ready to fire 
this weekend at Metford. This is the qualifying 
event for Regionals and we wish ‘Team Merriwa’ 
all the best - Jackson and Dylan Keane, Jorji and 
Darcy Taaffe, Chad and Grace Booth, Dominic 
McDonald, Cody and Jye Bates, Georgia 
Maben, William Luke, Ben Patterson and Will 
Henderson. Just remember to be your best and 
the rest will follow…fly like magpies!  

Special thanks to Kayla Barry and Kelly Curteis 
for supervising the Tots and coming up with a 
great obstacle course, to dynamic duo Micaela 
and Robert McDonald for taking on the big 
guns and starting all our races, Lizzie and James 
Hagley for stepping in wherever needed, Ozzie 
Osborne for managing the javelin and to our 
terrific timekeepers James Munro, Stuart Inder, 
Huw Llewelyn and Andrew Constable.   

HELP NEEDED! We are looking for someone to 
be our ‘chief recorder’. It can be done each 
week, every couple of weeks or just  done in one 
hit at the end of the season, with or without a 

computer. We need someone to go through 
the junior and seniors results, write down the best 
recorded time, jump or throw so at the end of the 
season we can present each athlete with their 
best results for the year. Sounds like something 
you could help us out with?  See Tash at training, 
email tashholden@bigpond.com  or text 0458 
574 015.

Tash Taaffe
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Planning has already started for the upcoming 
2018 season! We have had a fantastic response 
to our expressions of interest for coaches next 
year, covering nearly all ages groups. If you are 
interested in taking on a position you still have 
time, please get in contact with either Matt 
Morgan - League coordinator on 0417 791 628 or 
Gaynor Blackadder – League tag coordinator 
on 0447 22 1243. Registrations are now open 
for 2018 and you can register by visiting https://
playnrl.com/. 

Just a reminder that all support staff, volunteers 
and coaches are required to have a valid Working 
With Children Check. This doesn’t take long, all 
you need to do is jump onto http://kidsguardian.
nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-
with-children-check/apply/apply, enter your 
details then visit your local Service NSW centre 
and show ID. Your WWCC number will then be 
sent to you. This is of no cost to you.

We are always in need of parents to become 
League Safe officials. This course allows you to 
‘enter the field of play’ where you can administer 
water, relay messages etc. It also gives you an 
insight into what to look for in an injured/ill player 
and what to do until a qualified person arrives. 
The course costs $20.00 and is delivered online. 
All details can be found at playnrl.com/trainer/
trainer-courses/leaguesafe/. 

Along with having our League safe officials it 
would be fantastic if there was anyone interested 
in becoming an FAO (First Aid Officer). If you 
would like more details on becoming an FAO 
please contact anyone below.

• President – Clint Walker, libnboof3@hotmail.
com, 0438 188 196

• Secretary – Fiona Morgan, fionamorgan6@
bigpond.com, 0418 417 186

• Registrar – Kacie Neale, westernbling@
hotmail.com, 0419 850 043

We would like to say a massive thank you to 
Windsong Livestock (John Green and Connie 
Gillis), Carrall Maintenance (Kellie Carrall), Kerrie 
Murray Saddlery and Morgan’s Maintenance 
for all coming on board as sponsors for our 16’s 
League Tag jerseys!

Thanks to everyone who has shown their support 
to our club we are looking forward to the 2018 
season!

Fiona Morgan

Merriwa Junior Rugby League 
Football Club

Expressions of Interest for 
Coaches in 2018

We are aiming to field teams from 
under 6’s through to under 14’s

and

League Tag 12’s, 14’s, 16’s

Please if you’re not sure about taking 
on a position and want to know what 
is involved and expected of you call; 

Matt Morgan – League coordinator 
0417 791 628 or

Gaynor Blackadder – League Tag 
coordinator 0447 221 243

Merriwa Junior Rugby League 
and Netball Club

ALL COACHES, SUPPORT STAFF 
AND VOLUNTEERS MUST HAVE 
A WORKING WITH CHILDREN 

CHECK
EOI to be made in writing to PO Box 
62, Merriwa or email fionamorgan6@

bigpond.com

NEEDS YOU!
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Merriwa Petroleum & Ag Supplies 
19 Vennacher St Merriwa 
Phone: (02) 6548 2071 

Spend $250 on Genesis or Maximus 
Products in store between  

1/11/17 - 20/12/17 and receive a  
$65 voucher for a Christmas Ham  

from Max’s Country Cuts 

Kincrome Christmas Catalogue specials are 
available now. Call in and see us to place 
your order. Some products do sell quickly so 
don't delay.  
 

SPECIALS 
ECO Potting Mix 25L  

All purpose potting mix 
$5.00 

True Value dog food 20kg 
2 bags for $47  

Specials available 20/11/2017  -  4/12/2017 

2018 CALENDERS AVAILABLE  
IN STORE NOW  



Merriwa RingerPage 36

MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to 
claim a date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.

The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing 
the community for 27 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

NOVEMBER

Sunday 26 • Senior Citizens Christmas Party - 12 noon

DECEMBER

Friday 1 • Hospital Auxiliary Street Stall - 9.00am

Sunday 10 • Carols in the Park

Tuesday 12 • Merriwa PAH and I Annual General Meeting - 
Merriwa RSL Club - 7.00pm

Saturday 16 • Merriwa Christmas Markets - 8.30am-1.00pm

Termites
Spiders

Rodents
Ants

Cockroaches
Pre-Purchase

Email: office@pestalert.com.au

www.pestalert.com.au

John Bonney on 0497 796 377

Peter Packham on 0439 464 966

Michael Bonney on 0418 638 100

We invite you to talk to our Technicians direct:

Servicing Your Area Once a Week

Termites could be eating away 
your home as you read this, 

they pose a serious danger to 
your investment and your 

families safety.

We recommend regular 
inspections for peace of mind 
and to catch the early signs.

Are termites eating your 
home?

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 
spelling and terminology.


