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Pallets of 
b a t t e r i e s 
b e i n g 
loaded for 

transport

Merriwa’s Merriwa Petroleum and Ag staff 
member Leo Collins was listening to the radio one 
morning where he heard of how Tamworth Rotary 
had raised funds through recycling old batteries. 
He decided it was what Merriwa needed to help 
purchase much needed funds to purchase a 
defibrillator for the Merriwa Show Grounds.  Leo 
had seen first-hand how important a defibrillator 
was twenty years ago at the Merriwa Race Course 
when his father had been announced “clinically 
dead” for six minutes only to be revived by one 
such machine. “With so many people using 
the show ground, I thought it was important to 
have one permanently there” Leo said “so after 
hearing about Tamworth Rotary’s battery drive, 
we organised ours”.

With the backing of Merriwa Petroleum and Ag 
and its staff, the fundraiser happily known as 
“Jump Start a Heart” kicked off less than a month 
ago and with a little bit of advertising, word of 
mouth and general chit chat at the yard, then 
batteries started to come in. 

When asked what they were hoping for, Wayne 
Meyer replied “We were hoping for at best, 
enough money to purchase one defibrillator at 
$2500 and if there was a little bit left over then 
it was going to go to the Merriwa and District 
Rescue Squad but we did better than that!” 

The Merriwa community exceeded the 
expectations of the staff, dragging in over 14 
pallets of old unused batteries. Well over 800 
batteries were shipped off for recycling on 
Tuesday November 16 raising $9660, quadrupling 
the “wished for” amount. Not only did they 
receive so many unused batteries but they also 
received between $700-$800 in donations and a 
further one tonne of batteries delivered just a day 
after the first lot had been shipped. 

When asked why was it so successful, Leo replied 
“Because it was the type of fundraiser that no one 
had to put their hands in their pockets, attend an 
auction and buy an item they didn’t want or give 
up hours of their busy day. It was just getting rid of 
something that costs to get rid of at the rubbish 
tip!”

”It’s not something we can do every year, I think 
we have about 15 years of batteries here, but it 
is something that we can do maybe every ten 
years or so” said Wayne.

With such a great response from the Merriwa 
community, the staff are now able to purchase 
two defibrillators and the remaining funds will 
be donated to the Merriwa and District Rescue 

Squad in the near future. As part of the donation 
of the defibrillators, Leo is seeking support from 
the local sporting organisations in the form of 
three to four members from each group to attend 
a training day to learn how to use the machine. 
Each group can contact Leo on 0477 462 576 to 
leave their contact details for when the training 
will occur. 

Merriwa Petroleum and Ag staff will happily 
accept any batteries over the next few weeks 
to allow those who have missed the first round of 
donations to get their batteries in.

Smiles of pride were on both the men’s faces as 
Leo made a closing comment of “We just can’t 
believe how enormously successful it was! We 
were dreaming of $3 000-4 000 but to get over 
$10 000 in less than four weeks, this community is 
just so unbelievable. They should be just as proud 
as we are!” 

Merriwa Petroleum and Ag would like to thank 
CRT, Craig McPherson (delivering the batteries), 
Roger Greentree (donation of two full pallets), 
Melissa Collins – Campaign Graphic Design (for 
advertisement assistance) and all of the Merriwa 
and district’s for supporting this fundraiser with 
such a positive response.

Tina Taylor

Jump Start a Heart, a small idea that captured the community

Leo Collins and Josh Towell 
prepare to pack up batteries
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Merriwa Central 
School

Principal’s Report

NOVEMBER
Thursday 24 Year 10 work experience

Friday 25 Year 10 work experience

Monday 28 Kindergarten-Year 6 Intensive swimming 
– 11.00am-2.50pm

Tuesday 29 Kindergarten Transition – Post-transition 
interviews for parents
Kindergarten-Year 6 Intensive swimming 
– 11.00am-2.50pm 
Secondary girls Super 8’s Cricket final – 
Dubbo, 6.45am-5.00pm

Wednesday 30 Kindergarten-Year 6 Intensive swimming 
– 11.00am-2.50pm

DECEMBER
Thursday 1 Year 8 Maitland Gaol and Tree Tops 

Adventure Park excursion – 8.00am-
5.30pm
K-6 Intensive swimming – 11.00am-
2.50pm

Coming Events

CANTEEN SUPERVISOR

The P and C Association will soon advertise a 
vacancy for the secondary canteen supervisor 
position, following the retirement of Donna 
Mulholland. Donna has given many years of 
dedicated service to our students, and is looking 
forward to a break. The canteen supervisor is 
a paid employee of the P and C Association, 
hours of work and conditions of employment 
will be advertised shortly. Interested people can 
contact Tammy Bradley Canteen Manager for 
further information, or checkout the P and C’s 
new facebook page.

UPGRADE TO PRIMARY PLAYGROUND

Many parents would have read about the 
generous donation by the Men’s Shed to the local 
schools. Funds donated from the Men’s Shed will 
be used to brighten our primary playground with 
new murals and games for students to enjoy on 
the pavement.

In addition I met with the P and C and friends last 
week to consider ways to improve our playground 
under the shaded area near the COLA. Once the 
designs are complete we hope to work on this 
area early Term 1 next year.

MERIT SELECTION PANELS

During the past week I have formed two new 
merit selection panels to fill executive vacancies. 
The Head Teacher English/History vacancy that 
we were unable to fill earlier in the year, and the 
Head Teacher Math/Science vacancy following 
the retirement of Mrs Gwen Meyer. Mrs Meyer 
has been an exemplary member of the school 

executive for many years, and her commitment 
to her students is well-known - they will be hard 
shoes to fill.

As always the selection panels are made 
up of representatives from the parent body, 
teaching staff, the Aboriginal community and a 
representative of the Director.

Welcome to Lauren 
Hunt who is teaching 
agriculture and 
science until the 
end of the year. 
Lauren is well known 
to many in the 
community, and as 
an ex-student has a 
deep understanding 
of the importance 
of agriculture to the 
local community.

students with work experience. Kinder transition 
continues, a special Maths workshop “Choose 
Maths” in secondary this week and a graduation 
party for students participating in Quicksmart 
tutoring program. In the coming weeks Year 6 
Graduation and Disco, Presentation assemblies, 
rewards activities, and a trip to Maitland Gaol 
and a Newcastle Fort Scratchley excursion. All 
students are expected to be at school until the 
last day Friday December 16.

Darren Noonan
Principal

END OF YEAR 
ACTIVITIES

The last few 
weeks of term 
are as busy as 
ever. Year 10 
students are 
out on work 
experience at 
the moment. 
Thank you to 
all our local 
employers who 
are assisting 
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Primary Report
STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Kindergaten:  Seraphina Dening
Year 1:   Paige Carrall
Year 2/3:   Shania Patterson
Year 3/4:   Brooke Sampson (absent)
Year 4/5:   Damien Constable
Year 5/6:   Thomas Bates

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING

Secondary and primary staff from Merriwa Cental 
School, along with teaching staff from schools 
throughout the Upper Hunter, have completed a 
very intensive weekend of professional learning to 
assist in supporting students who may be struggling 
with their mental health. The weekend was fully 
funded by the “Where There’s a Will” foundation 
and was led by Geoffrey Ahern, highly respected 
lecturer and field worker from MHFA Australia.

Pictured are MCS staff with Geoffrey Ahemand 
Pauline Carrigan, founder of “Where There’s a 

5/6 GOLD EXCURSION INFORMATION REPORT

“Last Thursday we went to the Red Hill 
Environmental Education Centre at Gulgong, to 
have a gold experience.  We sat together on the 
bus, which was driven by Bill. It took us about 90 
minutes to get there.

When we arrived, there was a big sign out the front 
that read “Welcome Merriwa Central School”.  
We were greeted by Michelle and Nick. Michelle 
is the principal and Nick is the teacher there. 
We split into two groups and then spent the day 
doing activities. Our first activity was to visit the 
education centre where we got to walk into an 
underground mine shaft, and look at movies and 
pictures of the gold rush. After that, we learned 
what a poppet was, and got to walk around one 
and see how it worked. 

Then, we had to get into groups and worked hard 
to set up our own camps. We had to pitch a tent 
that would sleep four people, and then we had 
to stake out our own gold claim and fly a red flag 
when we were finished. 

Nick taught us how to pan for gold……we got 
right into it, but it was so hard to do! Most of us 
found a little piece, but even those who didn’t still 
found some gemstones, like quartz.

Our group then learnt how to cook some food 
from the gold rush times. We each made some 
bread called damper, which took 20 minutes to 
cook. While it was cooking, we used a churn to 
make butter, and we all had to try buttermilk, 
which was pretty tasty. We put our homemade 
butter onto the hot damper, added golden syrup 
and had morning tea!

In the afternoon we had a great lot of fun playing 
some old fashioned games, like tug–o–war, hoop 
rolling races, and quoits.

The final activity was for us to pretend to go to 
school in a little classroom that was made out of 
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TRANSITION ENDS FOR 2016

This Tuesday, was our last day of Kindergarten 
transition. Our new students spent the whole day 
at school and demonstrated they are definitely 
ready to begin Kindergarten in 2017. This week our 
students once again demonstrated their reading 
skills by completing some guided reading in small 
groups.    

After recess, the students took part in mathematics 
activities. They made their own unique patterns 
with blocks, colours and paint. Their concentration 
and work habits have improved and the students 
quickly progressed through their tasks.

At lunch time all the Year 4 and 5 ‘buddies’ stayed 
with our new students to eat lunch before helping 
them to skip, play running games and climb on the 
play equipment. Our ‘buddies’ have been great 
role models and should be congratulated on for 
their constant support and kind heartedness. 

For their last lesson of transition we completed 
some early Christmas craft. The students used 
different shapes to make their own Christmas 
trees which they decorated with sequins. At the 
end of the day students were farewelled by their 
buddies, Mrs Martin and myself. Their bright smiles 
we have looked forward to each Tuesday will 
be missed but we look forward to seeing them 
after the holidays as they enter our school as 
Kindergarten students. 

Although transition sessions have finished, please 
remember parent interviews will be held next 
Tuesday. We request parents visit or ring the 
primary office on 6548 2101 to book a suitable 
time to meet to discuss their child’s progress and 
collect their transition portfolio. If parents are 
unable to attend they may wish to arrange for a 
phone interview at a different time.  

Megan Sevil
2017 Kindergarten Teacher 

tin. The boys got to line up first and sit up the front 
because that’s the way it used to be. The boys 
got taught lots of things, like tying knots, but the 
girls just had to sit up the back and sew. Some of 
the girls got very annoyed, and while it was funny, 
it wasn’t very fair. If you were left handed, you got 
the cane, because you weren’t allowed to write 
with your left hand. Michelle was dressed up in 
a black teacher’s gown, and she took Ildiko and 
Kyreece outside and pretended to whip them, 
but she really just hit the side of the room while 
they yelled and screamed! There were no books 
and no paper – we just had to write on a piece 
of slate.

It was the best thing we have ever experienced, 
because we really felt like we were back in the 
days of the Gulgong gold rush. We are thankful 
to Michelle and Nick for making us so welcome, 
and to Miss Holden for organising such a great 
excursion.”

Written by Jake Williams and Christian Beveridge

SWIMMING NEXT WEEK

Our intensive swimming program commences 
next Monday – all notes should be back by 
now. Please ensure your child brings everything 
they need for swimming in a separate bag from 
Monday onwards. All sessions will be closely 
supervised and Austswim qualified instructors will 
be assisting throughout the two weeks, as well as 
teachers.

CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLY NEXT WEEK

Our final Kindergarten-Year 6 assembly will be 
held next Friday, December 2. Please note the 
earlier starting time of 1.45pm. Each class will 
be presenting an item, and a number of special 
awards will be presented. Please come along 
and enjoy our wonder children’s performances 
and achievements!

SCHOOL ARRIVAL TIMES

All parents and carers are asked to be mindful 
of not having children arrive at school before 
8.30am on any school morning. The playground 
is NOT supervised before this time, and children 
legally are not meant to be in the school grounds 
if not supervised by staff.

CAPTAINS’ SPEECHES

After lots of preparation and practices, our Year 5 
students will be presenting their official captains’ 
speeches on Monday at 10.00am, in the school 
library. Parents are welcome to join us to listen 
to the speeches, and to witness the fine young 
people who wish to be school leaders.
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Secondary Report
GEOGRAPHY TRIVIA DAY REPORT

Last Friday November 18, sixteen Year 7 and 8 
students jumped on a Cowans bus at 6.30am 
and drove all the way to Toronto Workers Club 
for the WeSSSTA Geography Trivia Day. It is a 
fantastic day organised by the Western Sydney 
Social Sciences Teachers Association where our 
students are invited to work in teams to answer 
trivia questions based on general geography 
knowledge they would learn in class. Our students 
had an excellent time, they won some iTunes 
cards and their behaviour was outstanding!

Here we can see our excellent students in their 
teams ready to test their skills and geographical 
prowess. We would like to thank WeSSSTa for 
organising this event (now in its tenth year!), Jeff 
from Cowans for putting up with our renditions of 
High School Musical songs on the bus, Mr Noonan 
and Mr Johnston for helping us with transport costs 
on the day and all of the parents who woke up 
extra early in the morning to drop their children 
into school.

FAVOURITE SUBJECT:  Visual Arts and Biology

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:  Reading

CAREER ASPIRATIONS: To not be on Social Security! Become a writer.

YEAR ADVISORS COMMENT:           Emma-Lee is a conscientious 
and hardworking student who has jumped into her HSC year with a 
dedicated and motivated attitude. Emma-Lee utilises her study periods, 
completes her assessments to a high standard and applies herself in 
every subject. She is an excellent role model for younger students and 
her teachers appreciate her willingness to learn. Well done Emma-Lee!

    

Rebecca Hopkins - Year Adviser
Student of the Week 
Emma-Lee Cooper

Year  12

Rebecca Hopkins
Geography Genius
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CAREERS NEWS

Sydney Film School Digital Filmmaking Distinction 
Course: January 16 to 20.  Years 10 to 12 will develop 
technical and production techniques. Application 
forms:  Email: admissions@sydneyfilmschool.com 
Visit: http://www.sydneyfilmschool.com/courses/
short-courses/digital-filmmaking-distinction-
course.aspx

Bradman Scholarship:  Closes February 28. 
$5,000.00 per annum when commencing 
university if you have academic ability, cricket 
ability, personal skills. Contact: (02) 4862 1247 or 
mailto:info@bradman.com.au Visit: http://www.
bradman.com.au/bradman-scholarship/

UNSW Australian School of Business Pulse Videos: 
Videos provide study help, career tips from 
industry leaders, business etiquette advice and 
career networking opportunities. https://www.
youtube.com/playlist?list=PL46078A38E17C48C2

Apprenticeship Careers Australia: Opportunity 
of gaining employer experience and help 
with training and being paid. http://www.
apprenticeshipcareers.com.au/workforus

Quiz - Which career in commerce suits you? 
http://this.deakin.edu.au/study/quiz-which-
career-in-commerce-suits-you

Country Women’s Association of NSW offers two 
education grants for students:

1. Hunter River Group Educational Grant to the 
value of $500.00 is awarded to a student/s 
entering tertiary education at TAFE, University 
or a College.  They must reside in the bounds of 
the Hunter River catchment.  Mature students 
may apply.

2. Jean Latham Educational Grant to the value 
of $300.00 is awarded to Year 11 student/s 
entering Year 12 and residing in the Hunter 
catchment.  If you wish to apply for either of 
these grants get an application form from Mrs 
Hegarty.

Merriwa District Education Foundation: 
Applications are now open to any students 
accessing tertiary education at a University TAFE 
or College.  You must reside in the boundary of 
the old Merriwa Shire.  Applications are found on 
www.cef.org.au

If you have any career questions please contact 
me at school.

Jane Hegarty
Careers Adviser

   

MCS Year 6-12 End Of Year Disco 
When: Thursday December 8 
Time: 7.00pm to 9.30pm 
Where: Merriwa RSL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets will be sold at Secondary (Year 6 do not Tickets will be sold at Secondary (Year 6 do not 
pay) Thursday December 8 at lunch outside the VA pay) Thursday December 8 at lunch outside the VA 

room. room.   
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St Joseph’s 
Primary School

Learning, achievement, literacy and numeracy, 
family well-being, mental health, parent 
engagement, special needs children, sport, 
technology, discipline, homework… the list 
continues.  These are just some of the subjects we 
address with energy, enthusiasm and sincerity.

Here at St Joseph’s, our dedicated and passionate 
staff strive to create the highest quality learning 
environment for our students.  How do we do this?

• Highly personalised learning - each individual 
child is supported or extended in their 
learning, as we aim for continuous growth and 
development in skills and knowledge

• High standards of literacy and numeracy 
teaching, informed by regular collaboration 
between teachers and detailed analysis of 
each student’s work

• Awareness of new learnings - we embrace 
the latest research and implement proven 
methods for success in education. For example, 
our Infants Collaborative Learning Classroom 
has amazed not only our teaching staff but 
we are pleased to say other schools have 
expressed a keen interest in coming to our 
school to observe our way of “collaborating”

• Collaboration - learning is by far the most 
profound and successful when it is a shared 
and dynamic process.  Working with peers 
creates a very positive learning environment, 
where each child is challenged to reach their 
potential

• Learning Support - we deliver a comprehensive 
learning support program. We aim to provide 
the resources, strategies, and practices that 
provide physical, social, emotional, and 
intellectual supports intended to enable 
all pupils to have an equal opportunity for 
success at school by addressing barriers to 
and promoting engagement in learning 
and teaching. For example, each classroom 
has a quiet space for times when students 
need time to work alone; wobble stools to 
support students who need movement to 
learn effectively; timers to assist students 
to regulate their learning phases; standing 
stations to encourage students to work in 
a more ergonomic manner. Programs are 
personalised to suit a student’s needs and 
are regularly updated to reflect the changing 
nature of learning and the development of 

the child

• STEM - Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics. St Joseph’s integrate the 
use of technology into our learning every 
day.  Activities such as coding, structural 
engineering and mathematical challenges 
have been offered this year.  Through the 
delivery of an effective STEM program, our 
students are equipped with skills vital for our 
future as a nation. This exciting area of our 
curriculum is going to be developed even 
further next year

• Sport - our students participate regularly in 
sport. Our program includes a variety of sports 
such as gymnastics, tennis, swimming, horse 
sports, athletics and ball sports. Opportunities 
to excel further afield are provided throughout 
the year and many of our students are excited 
to compete in larger centres

• Creative Arts - we are pleased to offer a 
superior drama program, with experienced 
professionals delivering high quality drama 
lessons in our school. This culminates in a highly 
anticipated concert, where parents are 
thrilled to see their child performing on stage

• Preparation for citizenship in this challenging 
world - our comprehensive Religious 
Education Syllabus nurtures children to grow 
into caring adults with these qualities: curiosity, 
sociability, resilience, self-awareness, integrity, 
resourcefulness, creativity, and empathy

• Celebrate diversity - at St Joseph’s, we love 
learning about the diversity of humanity. We 
nurture qualities of acceptance, tolerance 
and understanding. We wish for our children 
to grow up in a peace-filled world

• We enjoy a great relationship with our local 
community! We encourage our students to 
participate in community events, such as 
ANZAC Day, Remembrance Day, The Festival 
of the Fleeces, our Junior Campdraft and Fete 
and each year we love spreading Christmas 
cheer by singing in our main street, the hostel 
and hospital. This year we are excited to 
perform at our local Carols in the Park

• We are so proud of the wonderful relationships 
we have with ex-students!
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At the end of a child’s primary school journey, 
what a rewarding experience it is for our 
school community to witness the growth of a 
Kindergarten child into a confident student ready 
for secondary school. Through the years, the 
ups and downs, we have all worked together to 
prepare students for the future. What a special gift 
it is to receive a visit from an ex-student, who can 
share fond memories and through their success, 
can inspire up and coming students to always 
strive for excellence.   It takes a village to raise a 

child…. and at St Joseph’s we are honoured to 
be part of your child’s journey.

You are most welcome to contact us for further 
information on how we can cater for your child. 
You are warmly invited to arrange a time to visit 
us. We look forward to meeting you and your 
family.

Mrs Sally Hagley
Infants teacher

AWARDS

Congratulations to last week’s award winners:

Kindergarten - Chad Booth – for working hard to 
improve his swimming skills

Stage 1 - Alana Telfer – for a thoughtful analysis of 
an artwork

Claudia Patterson – for a comprehensive effort in 
homework activities

William Luke – for striving to increase his application 
to classwork

Stage 2 - Emily Wright - for her powerful PDHPE 
poster

Ava Peel - for always presenting neat and 
thoughtful bookwork

Stage 3 - Axul Hourn - for his great enthusiasm for 
our Geography topic on Bushfires

Tia Magner - for her wonderful work ethic and 
mature approach to her studies

Playground Champs - Alister, Isam, Braeden and 
Paddy – for encouraging and including everyone 
in play

Principal’s Awards - Annabelle Hunt - for 
successfully representing our school and region 
at the Diocesan Public Speaking competition in 
Newcastle.

Annabelle is the first student from St Joseph’s to 
have achieved this level.

Paddy Wong - for positive and energetic 
engagement in a game of tag with the other 
students.

Mrs Sally Hagley
Infants teacher
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There is NO COST for this excursion as it has been 
completely funded by the P and C. We are once 
again very grateful for their generous support. 
Permission notes and waiver forms are due back 
to school no later than Friday December 2.

Christina Darlington
Principal

WEEKLY AWARDS

• Ayden Marsh  -  working well in Maths

• Maddison Nebauer  -  YCDI  -  resilient 
behaviour in handwriting

• Kayden Adams  -  excellence in Literacy 
activities

• Harry Thompson  -  YCDI  -  resilience in problem 
solving

• Thomas McLean  -  YCDI  -  displays resilience 
very well.

WORKERS OF THE WEEK

Kindergarten/Year1/2  -  Mikayla Borradaile.

Year 3/4/5  -  Andrew Harris.

KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION

As we all come together for our second last week 
of Kindergarten Orientation the children focussed 
on the social interrupting.

They all listened while Mrs Smith explained 
what we should do if we need to interrupt 
someone. Following this explanation the children 
participated in role plays, putting this skill into 
practice. 

PEER SUPPORT

At 2 o’clock the whole school gathered under 
the COLA  for an outline of the weeks’ focus  -  
interrupting. Our new Kindergarten children were 
very knowledgeable and confidently supplied 
many of the answers. Following discussions and 
role plays the children formed their groups to 
participate in four activities. Due to the weather 
the group activities this week were indoor games.

Pauline Bullock 

Sandy Hollow 
Public School

REPORTS

Staff are busy finishing off student reports. If all 
goes to plan, they will be sent home on Friday 
December 2.

PRESENTATION NIGHT

When:  Tuesday November 29 at 6.30pm

Students will finish school at 1.30pm, to give 
everyone plenty of time to go home and get 
ready. Students need to come dressed in their 
full school uniform, and be at school by 6.15pm 
ready for a 6.30pm start. The night will conclude 
with a shared supper.

All families are asked to bring a plate of food to 
share at the end of the evening.

BUSHFIRE EVACUATION

During the next week, we will be having a bushfire 
evacuation practice. This is part of  our WHS 
requirements and gives both students and staff 
an opportunity to understand what they need to 
do in the event of an emergency.

HEALTHY EATING

Representatives from Red Cross were here on 
Tuesday to speak to all students about healthy 
eating. The session concluded with fruit kebabs.

KINDER ORIENTATION

Our Kindergarten Orientation program for 2016 
will come to an end on Tuesday November 29. As 
this is also the day of Presentation Night, they will 
finish at 1.30pm with the rest of the student body. 
We have enjoyed their company and working 
with them as they familiarised themselves with the 
school. Staff and students are looking forward to 
their return next year.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

A date has been set for the small schools swimming 
carnival in 2017. It will be held on February 8 at 
Scone pool. All students who turn eight in 2017 
are eligible to participate.

SURFING LESSON  -  DECEMBER 9

Notes regarding our upcoming excursion to Little 
Bay for surfing lessons were sent out this week. This 
excursion is for all students (Kindergarten-Year 6) 
regardless of swimming ability. 

Next Tuesday is our final Kindergarten 
Orientation. As Presentation Night will be 
held that evening all students will be at 
school until lunch time. The bus children will 
depart school at 1.30pm and the remainder 
of the children will be collected at the same 
time.
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HUNTER VALLEY ZOO EXCURSION

Last Friday the Children in Kindergarten, Year 1 
and Year 2 travelled to Cessnock to take part in 
our zoo excursion. The zoo has both native and 
exotic animals.

Throughout the day we were able to listen to a 
number of zookeeper’s talks. Where we were 
entertained and given detailed information 
about 

• Malayan Tapirs

• Capuchin Monkeys

• Lions

• Koalas

• Reptiles

Each of the children fed birds, farm animals, 
camels, deer and kangaroos in the interactive 
walk through yards. 

The children also had the opportunity to view 
and pat a koala, possum, snake, an alligator and 
blue tongue lizard. 

We would like to say a special thankyou to the 
P and C for covering the cost of the transport to 
the zoo.

The children need to be acknowledged for their 
excellent behaviour and manners throughout 
the day.  The children received compliments 
from other visitors to the zoo.

Pauline Bullock

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays.
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Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK - 
KAELYN RONDEL

Kaelyn has earned the 
title of Student of the 
Week for her consistent 
effort and application in 
all areas of learning. 

Last week, Kaelyn focused 
on her learning and 
strived to improve. She 
has produced high quality 
work as a result of her efforts. In her writing, Kaelyn 
has been focusing on going back and editing. 
She more consistently uses correct punctuation 
and grammar in her writing as a result. 

In mathematics, Kaelyn has been focussing on 
reading, writing and ordering numbers that are 
three digits or over. She is enjoying challenging 
herself by attempting increasingly larger numbers.

In History and Science last week we have been 
focussing on Aboriginal shelter. Kaelyn completed 
an effective design for her Mia-Mia shelter and 
worked hard on her construction and problem 
solving on Friday. 

Some of the reasons her peers voted for Kaelyn 
include;

“Kaelyn, because she plays nice and plays fairly 
with everyone”

“Kaelyn, for listening well to the teacher and 
playing well in the playground.”

“Kaelyn, because she shows respect to all of the 
classroom”

Congratulations, Kaelyn. You are a well-
respected student and should be commended 
for your effort and dedication to learning.

CAPTAINS REPORT WITH 
TOBIAS

Wednesday last week 
students enjoyed 
playing a real game of 
Softball with our new 
equipment. It was great 
to see all the students 
laughing and having fun 
while playing the game. 
We were able to put our 

skills that we have been learning for the past few 
weeks to good use. Thank you, Miss Storrier and 
Mrs Cornish for an enjoyable morning of sport.

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES WITH THE CASSILIS CRAFT 
GROUP

This Wednesday, from 1.30-3.00pm, all students will 
be at the Bowling Club creating some Christmas 
items with our friends. 

READY, STEADY, SWIM!
SWIMMING LESSONS START THIS THURSDAY

The learn to swim program develops water 
confidence and provides students with basic skills 
in water safety and survival. Cassilis students are 
very lucky to all participate in swimming lessons 
(at most other schools the lessons are for students 
in Year 2-6). Students also get to participate in 
small groups of around four students. The lessons 
will be taught by staff and will be fun, challenging 
and educational. 

The school is fortunate to be hiring the bus off 
the Royal Hotel Cassilis. Thank you to Andy and 
Donna for allowing us to use the bus and to Des 
Turnbull who is our driver for the nine days. We 
really appreciate your assistance. Thank you also 
to the Cassilis staff members who are not only 
organising the classes but are also being drivers 
over the nine days. Not all our students can fit on 
the bus, so staff members will need to drive each 
day. 

YEAR 6 FAREWELL DINNER

Monday December 12 is the date set for the Year 
6 Farewell. It is a very special event for our Year 6 
students, the staff and their families to celebrate 
the end of their time at Cassilis School. The farewell 
will be held at The Plough Inn Cassilis starting at 
6pm and finishing at 8.00pm. The parents and 
grandparents of our year six students are invited 
to the dinner. Year 5 students are invited to help 
organise and serve the year 6 students. They will 
also be enjoying the dinner and cake. Invitations, 
which will have the final details and costs, will be 
sent home soon. The school will pay for the Year 6 
and Year 5 students’ dinners. 

Please make sure December 5 at 5.30pm is written 
on your calendar for Presentation Night. It would 
be awesome to have all our families there to help 
celebrate 2016!
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ABORIGINAL SHELTER MODELS

As part of this term’s History Unit ‘Community 
Remembrance’ and Science Unit ‘Built and 
Natural environments’, students planned and 
created model Aboriginal shelters last week. The 
Busby Room has shared some information about 
their shelters below.

“My Aboriginal shelter is a Gunyah. It was used for 
Cold weather”          Gordie Anderson

“My Aboriginal shelter is a Mia - Mia. It is used for 
Winter. Fire is out the front of it. A Mia-Mia is water-
proof but not fire-proof because you would burn 
if a fire got too close and you were in a Mia- Mia.

      Kaelyn Rondel

“My Aboriginal shelter is a Mia- Mia. It was used 
for the cold and it was weather-proof

   Benjamin Bibby

“My Aboriginal Shelter was a Mia Mia. It was used 
for Winter. The Aboriginals slept in it because it 
was water-proof but it was not fire proof. There 
was a big difference from the Mia Mia shelter 
to the Wind Break shelter because a Windbreak 
Shelter was like a fence and it was roofless but it 
blocked the wind. That was the only thing that 
wasn’t different”

Elka Laing

Katie Burgess
Principal
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COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

As you know the new funding incentive for 
Pre-Schools is highly geared toward two day 
enrolments for eligible children and as we 
transition to the new model with additional hours 
and operating costs to consider. It has proven 
to be a slippery slope. We must negotiate the  
parents and child needs, service viability and 
government guidelines. Unfortunately there are 
financial consequences when we don’t match 
the perfect model, but this is real life with real 
families. Hopefully before the Christmas tree is up 
we can get across it all.  

OH HUMBUG

The timing of Government announcements 
makes it extremely difficult to estimate fees for 
next year and we will be as conservative as 
possible as we manage these uncertain times. 
It is mandated that 75% of the Start Strong 
funding be passed onto families and 25% will be 
absorbed on additional costs of operation. On 
Friday afternoon it was looking to be around a 
$11 000 pass through to families in a six month 
period. I have spoken to the Country Children’s 
association about the figure with concerns that it 
is not impressive enough to make an impact to all 
service users and we have discussed the reasons 
why. We have agreed that the fee reduction 
should be passed on to those families who need 
it most. So as of today we are looking at a $4.00 
fee reduction to those children in the eligible age 
group with a health care card. We are passing 
through in two stages with the hope that there 
will be an increase to our funding after the next 
Pre-School census. At this point it’s wait and see 
but let’s stay optimistic.

ORIENTATION NIGHT

This years  orientation is on December 1 at 6.00pm 
at the Pre-School. It will be an informal event with 
a light supper provided. Please feel free to bring 
the family and have a look around our wonderful 
service.

CHRISTMAS CUTS

Our final fundraiser for 2016 will be keeping the 
Pre-School community looking their best. On 
Thursday December 8 a qualified hairdresser will 
be doing children’s haircuts for Christmas. The 
cost will be $10.00 which will be kindly donated 

to the school. We hope to spend any funds on 
dramatic play resources such as Doctor and Vet 
kits. So come along and be pampered at 9.00am. 
Siblings are welcome.

Thank you to Sandy and the Bylong school for 
their kind donation of resources. It is always great 
to have new items making their way to us. Also 
many thanks to Jan Cox for the wonderful new 
puzzles for the children. 

Would anybody like to take our Pre-School 
chickens home for summer break?  There are four 
very well behaved chooks with varying degrees 
of anxiety disorders. Why not take a chook on 
stress leave today? Food included. Just contact 
us at the Pre-School.

ENROLMENT FORMS 

There are still a few enrolment forms which need 
to be collected from the Pre-School. Please 
remember that we would like them back by 
November 28 so they can be collated in time for 
Christmas.

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

Christmas parties will be held for the Children on 
Monday December 12/Tuesday December 13 
and Wednesday December 14. Each event will 
kick off at around 9.30am and will last for around 
1.5hours. Please note that children attending 
Thursday and Friday sessions are invited to the 
Wednesday Christmas event.

It would be lovely if each child had a loved one 
there on the day so please mark your calendar 
now.

Leah Folpp
Director

Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays.
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Anglican News

Phone: 0429 996 769

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Women’s Guild Meeting - First Thursday Monthly
Messy Church - Parish Hall - Last Friday Monthly: 
November: 3.30pm 
Men’s Breakfast - Parish Hall - Third Saturday 
November:  7.30am

Coming Event - Friday - November 25 - Christmas 
Street Stall and Large Raffle - Ladies Guild

PEW REFLECTIONS - Matthew 24:36-44

The liturgical year has turned full circle and 
we begin the new year with the first Sunday of 
Advent.  This year we will read from the Gospel 
of Matthew which was written sometime in the 
80’s, approximately fifty years after the death 
and resurrection of Jesus.  Matthew’s community 
has strong roots in Judaism.  They believe that 
Jesus is the long awaited Messiah who brings their 
past Scriptures and traditions to fulfilment.  For this 
reason Matthew will emphasise the connections 
between Jesus’ life and the Scriptures of Israel.  
When listening to or reading the Gospel, it is 
important to listen/ read with two time frames in 
mind.  There is the time of Jesus and the later time 
of Matthew’s community who are beginning to 
experience a separation from Judaism.

Two people are referred to in today’s Gospel, 
Noah and the Son of Man.  Both are meant to 
urge Christians to live with an alertness to God’s 
reign.  People were not ready for the flood in the 
time of Noah.  According to the book of Daniel, 
at the end of time when all powers of evil have 
been overcome, one ‘like a Son of Man’ will be 
given all authority of God’s new world.  The early 
Christian communities related this image to Jesus.  
Matthew is therefore urging his community to be 
alert and ready for the day Jesus will return.

Amidst the signs of Christmas and toys, we too 
need to be reminded that the focus of this time 
is Jesus.  He can be lost amidst the glitter and 
excitement if we are not attentive.  As the psalms 
says, ‘Come let us walk in the light of the Lord.’

From “Sundays under the Southern Cross” By Mary 
Coloe PBVM

Love and blessing, Rev’d Pat

This is our last weekend with Fr. Neville Schofield 
and his wife, Jane.  We have so enjoyed having 
them and are sorry to see them leave us, but we 

wish them well with their future life and hope we 
get the chance to see them again.  Fr Neville has 
been very gentle with us, gave great sermons, 
and his leadership was so valuable.

Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Merriwa Rotary
ROTARY NEW GENERATIONS PROGRAM

As this edition of the Ringer goes to print, our 
club will have hosted a visit by Brian and Beverly 
Oakley who will be speaking on this new Rotary 
program.

Rotary New Generation offers vocational training 
in accordance with the participant’s chosen 
career path, gaining a cultural understanding of 
the host country. The exchange takes place at a 
mutually agreed time between the participant, 
the sponsor club and the host Rotary club. It is 
open to people in the 18 to 30 age group who 
have completed tertiary or vocational education.

Merriwa girl, Katrina Constable will soon be a 
participant this program.

Anyone who would like more information can 
find out more about the program on the Internet 
by entering Rotary 9670 New Generation.

THE ANGUS PEEBLES MEMORIAL EDUCATIONAL 
ENCOURAGEMENT BURSARY

The aim of this annual award is to provide 
financial assistance (up to $1,500) to a student 
who is commencing tertiary education or career 
training.

Students who apply must have their home address 
within the boundaries of the former Merriwa Shire. 
All such students are eligible to apply, regardless 
of where their secondary education has been 
completed.

As well, any students at Merriwa Central School 
who happen to have their home address outside 
the old boundaries are also eligible.

The award is given for the first year of tertiary 
education and is to be used entirely on 
educational expenses and other costs which are 
directly related.

Application forms are available at the Merriwa 
Newsagency.

Applications are to be forwarded to the club at 
P.O. Box 114 Merriwa and must  be received by 
the club no later than Friday January 6. (Please 
allow sufficient time, when posting, to cover the 
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Ringer Deadline!
Please remember to 
place your articles 

and 
advertisements into 
the Merriwa Ringer
by 12.00 noon Mondays.

delays in mail delivery which we suffer these 
days.) Interviews will be held during the following 
week.

Anyone students who are interested may seek 
further information from members of Merriwa 
Rotary Club.

Mark Smith

THE LAND COOKERY PREPARATION

Cooking at our monthly meetings commenced in 
November for Merriwa with  two (2) cakes:

• Class (a) Boiled Fruit Cake
• Class (b) Donna Latta Chocolate Cake

Congratulations to the winners – Boiled Fruit Cake 
First place - Jane Smith, second place - Jean Price 
and for Donna Latta Chocolate Cake first place 
- Robyn McAlister and second place - Barbara 
Campbell. 

Well done ladies, and thank you to Margaret 
Witney for judging the entries. Good luck next 
year when your cakes are entered for Hunter 
River Group judging.

The Donna Latta Chocolate Cake is fairly 
straightforward to make, so for all those who 
would like to try this delicious offering, here is the 
recipe:

DONNA LATTER’S CHOCOLATE CAKE

Ingredients

• 125g butter
• 1 ¾ cups self raising flour
• 1 ¼ cups caster sugar
• ½ teaspoon bicarbonate soda
• 2 eggs
• 1 cup milk
• 2 tablespoons cocoa

Method

1. Place all ingredients into a bowl and beat 
well until the chocolate mixture changes 
colour and all the ingredients are combined. 
A processor can be used if desired

2. Grease and line a 20cm tin (round or square)

3. Pour the mixture into the tin. Bang the tine 
slightly to even out the mixture

4. Cook in a moderate oven for about 1 hour 
(this will depend on your oven) until cake is 
cooked

TIP: If when touched in the centre, the cake 

comes away from the sides of the tin it is ready.

5. When cool, ice on top with chocolate icing.

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the CWA Merriwa Branch 
will be on Monday December 5 at 9.30am at 1 
Roach  Street, Merriwa.

The meeting will be followed at 11.30am by the 
CWA Christmas party and all partners and former 
members are welcome.  

A $5.00 entry donation per person will go towards 
Material Aid, a CWA project which sends needed 
items or materials to the South Pacific. 

Please RSVP to Vicki on 0412 555 417.

New members are always welcome. Enquiries to: 
Barbara Campbell on 6548 5131 or 0428 485 131 
or Robyn McAlister on 6548 3274.

The CWA Merriwa rooms are available for 
bookings at very reasonable rates – contact Jean 
Price on 6548 2456. More information at Merriwa 
Branch CWA.

Penelope Fenley

Merriwa CWA
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MEALS ROSTER

DECEMBER

December 1  J Mead and K Beard
December 8  S Hunt and P Kirkby
December 15 A Kemp
December 22 D Alker and L Gill
December 29 D Leggett and P Amidy

Jackie Roper

Meals on Wheels

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/
anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this 
free service, please contact us before 12.00noon on 

Mondays.

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

The Combined Christian Churches of Merriwa 
invites you to join us for “Carols in the Park”.   This 
event will be held on  Sunday December 11 at 
Apex Park at 7.00pm.

A sausage sizzle stall will operate selling sausage 
sandwiches, tea, coffee, soft drinks.

All proceeds from this year will go to the newly 
formed Merriwa Create and Grow Play Group.

This group meet at the Merriwa Activity Centre 
centre each fortnight at 9.30am to 11.00am.

In the event of inclement weather the carols will 
be held at the School of Arts, Bow Street Merriwa.

For more information contact Ron Campbell on 
0428 485 153.

Ron Campbell

Christmas in the Park

We will be having our Xmas luncheon in the RSL 
Club’s auditorium November 27 from 12 noon 
costing $18.00 for members.

Raffle is a Xmas hamper and many lucky door 
prizes.

Exchange of gifts – this is always a lovely day so 
please let me know if you would like to come

Mary O’Neill

Merriwa Senior Citizens 
Association

STREET STALL

When:  Friday November 25

The Anglican Guild would like to remind everyone 
that a Christmas Street Stall and large raffle will 
be held this Friday. All support would be greatly 
appreciated.

Didi Alker

Anglican Guild

Our next Messy Church meeting will be at the 
Uniting Church on Friday November 25 at 3.30pm. 
This will be the last one till February, and we hope 
everyone will come and join us.

Rev’d Pat Kirkby

Messy Church and Christmas Party

“IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS”

Merriwa View Club will meet this month for our 
Christmas Celebration.

Date:  Thursday November 24
Where: Sylvia’s Cafe
Time:    7.00pm for 7.30pm dinner
Come along and enjoy a wonderful Christmas 
dinner with our friendly group of ladies.

As this is our last dinner meeting for 2016 and 
Christmas celebration, we are having a “Secret 
Santa” gift giving.  A present to the value of $10.00 
would be most appreciated.

Angie Carroll, our Zone Councillor will be 
attending the dinner and is looking forward to 
meeting everyone.

We are still accepting donations of pens, pencils, 
sharpeners, rubbers, rulers and small notebooks 
for our “Learning Locally” bags to be presented 
to the Kindergarten classes of 2017.

Hope to see you there.

Julie Smith

Merriwa VIEW Club
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CLOSED FRIDAY DECEMBER 23, 2016 AND RE OPEN 
TUESDAY JANUARY 3, 2017

Megan, Julie and Doug want to wish all our 
valued clients a very Merry Christmas and safe 
and happy New Year.

Please seek medical assistance immediately for 
any emergencies you may have over this period.   

Megan Richards

Anthea Wright Veterinary Clinic

GLADYS MAY ROBISON
 12.1.1933 TO 22.11.2015

Twelve months have past since you were called 
home to be with Dad.

Loved and remembered always.

You will never be forgotten.

 Gary, Julie, Donna and David and family’s

In Memory

STREET  STALL

The Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary will be holding a 
street stall on Friday  December 2.  We would love 
any saleable items of cakes, biscuits, jams, vegies, 
eggs etc for our stall from  anyone interested in 
helping us.  We will also have a 100 Club and  a 
Hamper Raffle to be drawn on the day.

Also on our stall will be items for sale made by the 
MPS Residents with these proceeds going back 
to the MPS Aged Care Unit for the purchase of 
arts and crafts items.

If you need anything picked up please ring Elaine 
Sparrow 6548 8560 or Kay Taylor 6548 2281 and 
we will call and collect from you.

All proceeds from our stall goes to purchasing 
equipment for our Merriwa MPS  for the betterment 
of staff and patient welfare.

Come see us at the Street Stall on Friday 
December 2.

Elaine Sparrow 

Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary

THANK YOU

The members of Merriwa Red Cross would like to 
sincerely thank the Merriwa Community for their 
support at our recent Street Stall. An amount of 
$1023.20 was raised enabling donations to be 
directed back into the community for two local 
families. Your support is very much appreciated.  

The winners of the raffle were:

First  Anne Ford
Second  Elaine Russell

The winners of the 100 Club were:

First     No 30  Eva Towler
Second   No12   Boyd Bros
Third    No 1    Heather Bishop

Thank you again for your support  during 2016 
and may we wish you all a very happy and Holy 
Christmas and every best wishes for the New Year.

Philomena Constable

Merriwa Red Cross

CASSILIS CHRISTMAS STREET PARTY IS ON 
DECEMBER 3

Held in Buccleugh Street from 5.00pm to 10.00pm 
with stalls, fun stuff for kids, Carols and Santa is 
visiting.

For catering purposes, especially for Santa gifts, 
please contact Jann Wilton on 6376 1112 or Jodie 
Wilton 6376 1155 or 0418 714 141.

PLEASE NOTE that Buccleugh Street will be closed 
to traffic from 3.00pm - 10.00pm on December  3 
for this event from 3.00pm to 10.00pm.

Kathy Sumpter

Cassilis Christmas Street Party



Merriwa Ringer Page 19

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the 
Royal Hotel Cassilis at 6.30pm.

When:  Thursday December 15, 2016.

All are welcome to join us for the meeting and 
dinner afterwards.

For more information contact Jane Hegarty,  
Secretary on 6376 1052.

Jane Hegarty

Merriwa District Education 
Foundation Merriwa Multi-Purpose Service (MPS) (ph 6532 

5000) provides the following services:

• Residential Aged Care
• Respite
• Acute Care
• 24hr Emergency Department with telehealth 

to John Hunter Hospital for emergencies.
• Visiting Medical Officers, rostered on call 

depending on their availability.

In an emergency ring 000

Community Health  (6542 2050) provide the 
following services:

• Aboriginal Health
• Child and Family Health
• Community Nursing
• Dementia Advisor
• Dietitian
• Home Modification and Maintenance
• Mental Health
• Occupational Therapy
• Outreach Prenatal Education
• Palliative Care
• Physiotherapy
• Sexual Assault
• Social Work
• Speech pathology
• Women’s Health

For more information on Community Health 
services and appointments please contact 6542 
2050 or if you require any further information 
about Merriwa MPS please contact the Health 
Service Manager

Hilary Tearle
Health Service Manager

Merriwa MPS

Merriwa Multi-Purpose Service

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

St Bernard’s Denman December 24 - 6.00pm

St Anthony’s Gungal December 24 - 9.00pm   

St Anne’s Merriwa  December 25 - 8.30am

St Joseph’s  Cassilis December 25 - 10.15am

MASS OF ANOINTING 

Saturday Night Vigil December 3

Sunday morning mass December 11 - 8.30am.

Jane Smith

St Anne’s Parish Merriwa

Dr Emad Jasem
For all your medical needs

Opening hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.30am 

-6.00pm
Wednesday 8.30am-1.00pm

For bookings please call the surgery on 02 6548 
2305.

Merriwa Surgery will be closed from December  
24, 2016 until January 10, 2017. We are sorry for 
any inconvenience this closure may cause. 

Dr Emad Jasem

Merriwa Sugery
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CHRISTMAS ACCOMMODATION 
BY THE SEA

Is the family coming for Christmas?
Not enough room for everyone?
Looking for a nice place for Mum, Dad and the 
extended family?
Have you considered Royal Far West in the heart 
of Manly as a  fabulous Beach-Front option?

Royal Far West is pleased to offer B and B style 
accommodation for the Christmas period to our 
friends in the community at historic Drummond 
House, Wentworth St Manly.

During key times of the year we share our 
accommodation facilities with our friends in the 
community to raise funds for our programs. Royal 
Far West provides essential child development 
and assessment services to rural children in need.

Your stay with Royal Far West will provide great 
holiday accommodation for your family and 
much needed assistance for our programs.

Week 1 - December 26 – January 2: 

Adults: $60.00 per person p/n, Children: $30.00 
per child per night

For a room of two adults and two children the 
cost is $1260.00.

Week 2: January 2 – January 8: 

Adults: $50.00 per person p/n, Children: $25.00 
per child per night

Week 3: January 8 – January 15: 

Adults: $50.00 per person p/n, Children: $25.00 
per child per night

All prices include continental breakfast daily

*Minimum night stays are required for Week 1 
and 2

Accommodation features include: en-suite 
bathrooms, some with disability access, Secure 
Premises, communal kitchen and dining, lounge 
and balcony area, BBQ area and laundry 
facilities.

Please contact Paula at Royal Far West on 02 8622 
6849. email: accommodation@royalfarwest.org.
au.

Paula Brennan

Royal Far West
When:  December 17

Where: Near RSL Bow Street side

Time:  9.00am till 1.00pm

Held every third Saturday of the month.

CHRISTMAS AT THE MERRIWA MARKETS

Merriwa Markets, with thew help of Santa made 
three donations to our local community at our 
Saturdays monthly markets.

Merriwa Markets

$100.00 was donated to the Bra Fence for breast 
cancer which was presented to Sheree Nichols. 

$100.00 was donated for Kaylees “Wheels” which 
was presented to Gail, Kaylees grandmother who 
has been fundraising for her granddaughter to be 
able to purchase an electric wheel chair.  Kaylee 
has systic fibrosis.
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Interruption to power supply

Ausgrid is carrying out essential upgrade and maintenance work on the local electricity 
network supplying the zone substation at Merriwa.

In order to safely carry out this work we need to interrupt power supply for customers in 
areas west of Sandy Hollow on Sunday 27th November 2016 between 8.30am and 4.00pm, 
weather permitting. The areas affected will include Gungal, Giants Creek, Worondi, Merriwa 
Town, Coulsons Creek, Flags Road, Idaville, Bow, Flight Springs and Merriwa.

We apologise for the inconvenience this essential work may cause. Our aim is to minimise 
disruption caused during the work, however the times listed may change in the event of 
unforeseen circumstances or weather.

For more information before the interruption, please contact Chris Power on 02 6542 9043. 
On the day of the interruption please call Ausgrid on 13 13 88.

$200.00 was donated to Merriwa Central School 
ROAR, presented to Deputy Principal Adam 
Johnston and two of the ROAR boys, Harrison 
Amidy and Lachlan Walker.

Merriwa Markets tries to donate at least twice 
a year to the community. We thank you for 
supporting us.

The last market for 2016 will be held on December 
17. Why not come along for that last minute 
Christmas shopping and support our local 
markets.

Julie Russell
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Merriwa Newsagency
YOUR LOCAL OFFICE SMART AGENT

WWW.MERRIWANEWSAGENCY.COM.AU

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!

I know it still feels a bit early for all of this Christmas 
talk, but it is closer than you think (only four weeks 
to go!) This is why it is vitally important to keep 
reading, you can thank me later...

BEANIE BOO FREEBIES

This week, NewsXpress stores are giving away FREE 
Beanie Boos with every Beanie Boo purchased. It 
ends on Sunday, so come in and get one before 
it is too late - they make a great little Christmas 
present.

AWW

The latest issue is now available, just in time to get 
inspired for Christmas. There are over 65 pages 
of Fabulous Festive recipe ideas - Maggie Beer, 
Jamie Oliver, Stephanie Alexander and many 
more fantastic chefs are here to help you! There 
are home-made decoration ideas for the tree 
and the home. 

PRETTY, PRECIOUS AND PERFECT

We have a new range of beautiful JEWELLERY 
on the shelves right now. There are ideas for all 
types of jewellery wearers for Christmas- delicate, 
pretty, bold, loud, bright, colourful, understated, 
classic, modernist, fun, on-trend, and more. (I just 
LOVE the little pineapple earrings, and the rose 
gold bead necklace!).

DON’T FORGET THAT WE LAY-BY

Many people have already started their Christmas 
Lay-by. Do not miss out on the opportunity to do 
so- come in today and set one up.

DISCOUNT VOUCHERS

We have re-started our Discount vouchers just 
in time for Christmas. Check your dockets to see 
how much you will get off your next purchase!!!!

PHONECARDS; all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus and Vodaphone. 
Cash or Eftpos only.

Leanne Hook

that 13,283 new cases of melanoma skin cancer 
will be diagnosed. As summer approaches, 
these statistics should serve as a wake-up call 
to all Australians about the importance of sun 
protection.

The incidence of skin cancer has risen in Australia. 
In 1982, the number of new cases of melanoma 
skin cancer diagnosed was 3,526, and this has 
increased to 12,036 new cases in 2012.

Non-melanoma skin cancer is the most common 
type of cancer in Australia, and is more common 
in men, with almost double the incidence 
compared to women. More than 750,000 people 
are treated for one or more non-melanoma skin 
cancers in Australia each year.

Excluding non-melanoma skin cancer, melanoma 
is the third most common cancer in Australian 
women and the fourth most common cancer in 
Australian men. It is the most common cancer 
in Australians aged 15–44 years. While the five-
year relative survival rate for melanoma is 89% for 
Australian men and 94% for Australian women, 
unfortunately in 2013 more than 2,000 people in 
Australia died from skin cancer. Fortunately, most 
skin cancers can be prevented simply by ensuring 
good sun protection.

Skin Cancer Action Week 2016 (20–26 November) 
reminds us of what we can do to ensure good 
sun protection – slip on sun-protective clothing, 
slop on SPF30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-
resistant sunscreen, slap on a broad-brimmed 
hat, seek shade and slide on sunglasses. Research 
from the Cancer Council National Sun Protection 
Survey showed that Australians are at the same 
risk of being sunburnt at sporting venues as they 
are at the beach. The research shows a clear link 
between sporting venues and sun damage, with 
22% of Australians at sports grounds and centres 
getting sunburnt. Other places where a high 
risk of sunburn was found included public parks 
and gardens, backyard pools, and at home or a 
friend’s place.

The well-known ‘Slip, Slop, Slap’ campaign, 
initiated some 35 years ago, has been recognised 
as one of Australia’s most successful health 

Merriwa Pharmacy
SENSE IN THE SUN

Approximately two-
thirds of Australians 
will be diagnosed with 
skin cancer by the 
age of 70. In Australia 
in 2016, it is estimated 
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campaigns. The campaign has more recently 
been modified to ‘Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide’ 
(referring to seeking shade and sliding on wrap-
around sunglasses to prevent sun damage).

A combination of these sun protection measures 
along with getting to know your skin and regularly 
checking so you can pick up on any changes are 
the keys to reducing skin cancer risk.

Skin cancer (including both melanoma and 
non-melanoma) is the most common cancer in 
Australia, with melanoma the most deadly form. 
Not to be understated, there are also other skin 
cancers which can be malignant and cause 
painful and disfiguring lesions. New therapies 
are now available to treat pre-cancerous solar 
keratosis – more commonly known as sunspots. 
These spots can vary in appearance, though 
may appear scaly, rough or wart-like. They are 
common on sites frequently exposed to the 
sun, such as the backs of the hands and the 
face, including the ears, nose, cheeks, upper lip, 
temples and forehead.

It’s important to get to know your own skin and 
identify sun damage. A first step is to check with 
your doctor or pharmacist if you have doubts 
about any changes either in skin appearance or 
in the colour of moles and freckles. The  Cancer 
Council website also has useful information on 
checking for signs of skin cancer.

Your local pharmacy is your health destination. 
You can get more advice on choosing the most 
appropriate sunscreen and how to be SunSmart 
this summer from your pharmacist.

You can get more detailed information on how 
to be SunSmart from the Self Care Fact Card 
titled Sense in the Sun available from Merriwa 
Pharmacy.

2017 Calendars are now available – please ask 
for one.

New Christmas stock has just arrived. We have the 
solution for that hard to buy for person. Check out 
our new range of soaps, fragrances, cosmetic gift 
packs, hats, nail polishes and giftware. Our bristle 
brush native animal Christmas tree decorations 
are super cute and a must have for Aussie 
Christmas trees this summer.

Robert Smith

EIGHT TIPS TO SUCCESSFUL ROSE GROWING

1. TIME - Spend time caring for your Roses. You 
should allow at least 1 to 2 hours per week for 
an average sized garden of 10-15 plants to 
carry out all the required maintenance tasks

2. SOIL - Roses prefer a well drained soil, preferably 
sandy loam with a PH of 6.5. Most poorer soils 
can be improved to accommodate roses. 
Never plant new roses in freshly composted 
or manured beds. This should be done 8-10 
weeks before planting

3. LIGHT - Roses require at least 5-6 hours of full 
sunlight per day. Plant a minimum of 3m- 4m 
away from large trees. Afternoon shade is OK 
and in most cases beneficial on hot summer 
afternoons. Where possible, position rose 
gardens on the north-eastern side of your 
house for the best results

4. SPACE - Do not over crowd rose gardens with 
annuals, other plants or shrubs. Roses grow 
best when planted in a bed of their own. Plant 
roses at least 90cm apart and follow planting 
guides when planting new roses

5. MULCH -  Keep surface of rose bed well 
mulched, with Lucerne hay, straw, grass 
clippings, old dry natural cow manure or 
woodchips, BUT NOT pine bark

6. NUTRIENTS - (Fertiliser). Roses will only grow 
as good as you feed them. Fertilize in Spring, 
Summer and Autumn with 60-70 grams / 
sqm. Three weeks after each application, 
you should apply some organic fertilizer to 
maintain correct Ph. levels and to avoid soil 
bum out. Pamper your roses weekly in summer 
with liquid fertilizer such as Phostogen or Fish 
Emulsion. This promotes strong healthy growth 
of foliage and flowers and helps plants to resist 
attack from pests

7. WATER  - Deep water root systems by soaking 
soil with a sprinkler on well established plants 
for about 1½ -2 hours every fortnight, or as 
required

8. SPRAYING - Regular spraying is essential for a 
healthy rose garden. Spray roses every two 
weeks to PREVENT Black Spot and other fungus 
diseases before they occur.

These are just some of the tips that can be found 
on the Queensland Rose Organisation website.
http://www.qld.rose.org.au/topten.html

Gardening Tips 
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Zostavax (Shingles) vaccine is now available at 
our surgery. It is free for people 70 to 79 years of 
age (until October 31, 2021), from November 1, 
2016.   One dose is all that is required.  Zostavax 
is safe for most older people, including those 
with common chronic diseases, such as arthritis, 
hypertension, chronic renal failure, diabetes,  or 
other similar conditions. Please phone our surgery 
to make your appointment. 

There have been rumours that Dr Jawaad 
is leaving Merriwa. We would like to let the 
community know that Dr Jawaad is not planning 
on leaving Merriwa. 

I have been asked several times for referrals for 
skin specialists. I would like to let you know that I, 
myself, do skin checks. A full skin check involves a 
longer appointment as we do a detailed history 
and thorough skin examination; all the skin lesions 
are noted on a form and saved in the patient 
files. I also perform different types of skin excisions 
under local anaesthetic. I have experience in 
treating melanomas, sun damage, and different 
types of skin cancers. I can also advise on the 
checking of moles and taking care of your skin so 
that you don’t develop skin cancers. 

We are planning another Q Fever Clinic in Merriwa 
early in 2017.  In Australia, cattle, sheep and 
goats are the main source of the fever, although 
bandicoots, kangaroos and dogs can be 
infected. The fever can also be passed through 
the air. Anyone who works in the agricultural 
industry, around animals or any animal products, 
should consider getting vaccinated. 

There are several steps in the vaccination process-

1. A skin test
2. A blood test
3. An injection

There is a solution for the skin and an injection that 
must be purchased by each patient. To simplify 
the process we are going to order them in. For 
this reason, we need to know if you want to be 

vaccinated so that 
we order the correct 
quantity.

If you are interested 
in being vaccinated, 
would like more 
information about 
the process of 
vaccination, or 
information about Q 
Fever, please call us 
on 6532 5013, or call in 
and see us.

The Bone Density 
Screening Bus, 
Measure Up, will be 
attending our surgery 
in Merriwa the week of 
March 6, 2017.  Further 
details to follow. 

Hunter Medical Practice
Dr Noman Jawaad

Merriwa Multi-Purpose 
Service

Cnr Brisbane and 
Mackenzie Sts Merriwa, 

NSW, 2329
Phone 6532 5013

Denman Multi-Purpose 
Services

51-53 Ogilvie Street, 
Denman, NSW, 2328

Phone 6547 3955

Dr Noman Jawaad

GARAGE 
SALE

Saturday 
December 3

7 McKenzie Street
Merriwa

Plants, Household 
items and lots 

more
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Support the Merriwa Ringer regularly but can’t find your business? Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.

Merriwa Ringer Directory A quick reference guide to all 
that support the Merriwa Ringer

Alexander Downs   6548 5170
Australia Post Merriwa  6548 2042
Brodie’s Cutting Edge  6548 2499
Cassilis Bowling Club  6376 1002
Cassilis Public School  6376 1009
CJ and JM Vero and Sons  6548 2303
Community Mutual Merriwa 6548 2651
Country Womens Association 6548 3274
Craig MacPherson Haulage 6548 2663
Custom Made Kitchens  6548 2025
Di’s Clothing Patch   6548 3023
Festival of the Fleeces  6548 2109
Fire and Rescue NSW  6548 2005
Gummun Place Merriwa  6548 2111
Hunter Local Lands Service 6548 2175
IGA Merriwa Plus Liquor  6548 2315
MA MacDonald   6548 2226
Max’s Country Cuts  6548 2375
Merriwa Activity Centre  6548 2083
Merriwa Anglican Parish 0429 996769
Merriwa Auto Electrical  6548 2114
Merriwa Bushmans Camdraft  0427 437 743
Merriwa Catholic Parish  6548 2086
Merriwa District Education Foundation 

6376 1052
Merriwa District Progress Association  

6548 2245
Merriwa Healthy Environment Group  

6547 6048
Merriwa Junior Rugby League and Netball 
Club        6548 8560
Merriwa Little Athletics  6548 5002
Merriwa Newsagency  6548 2031
Merriwa Central School 
   Primary 6548 2101
   Secondary 6548 2119
Merriwa Central School P and C 6548 2246
Merriwa PAH and I  0498 378 500
Merriwa Pharmacy  6548 2213
Merriwa Pony Club 0427 412 128
Merriwa Pre-School and Kindergarten  

6548 2083

Merriwa Rugby League Football Club  
6548 2844

Merriwa RSL Club   6548 2157
Merriwa Sports Club  6548 2028
Merriwa Tennis Club  6548 2910
Merriwa Touch Football 0427 391 337
Merriwa Tourist Welcoming Centre and 
Men’s Shed                 6548 3201
Merriwa Tyre and Service Centre  

6548 2078
Merriwa VIEW Club  6548 8560
M Nutt Contracting  6548 2004
Non Emergency Medical Transport  

6548 2653
NSW Farmers Association         0455 455 760
Rotary Club Merriwa  6548 2025
Russell’s Earthmoving 6548 2246
Sandy Hollow Public School 6547 4521
Sporting Shooters Association 6547 6031
St Davids Uniting Church  6548 5126
St Josephs Primary School 6548 2035
Trinity Markets   6548 2323
Upper Hunter Shire Council Merriwa 

6540 1100
Welderup 6548 2500

EMERGENCY SERVICES
In case of emergency call 000

or 112 for mobile services

Police (Admin only)  6548 2203
Police Mobile  0408 293 423
Police Assistance   131 444
Fire (Admin only)   6548 2005
Hospital - MPS   6532 5000
Rural Fire Service  1800 081 166
SES Emergency   132 500
Merriwa Rescue Squad  6548 2538
Hunter Medical Practice - 
Dr Noman Jawaad    6532 5013
Merriwa Surgery - Dr Emad Jasem  

6548 2305
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0488 727 032 6548 2323

Merriwa 
District 

Educaion 
Foundation

President - Ivan Gant 
     6376 1044  
Secretary - Jane Hegarty    
            6376 1052
Treasurer - Lesley Nixon    
            0407 627 846  

Education changes lives. And 
families. And communities. 

Our work is an investment in the 
future of rural and regional Australia.

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

840-849 MARTINDALE ROAD DENMAN
 $2,800,000.00

 CARRYING CAPACITY 200 COWS OR 1000 SHEEP 
Situated just ten minutes from Denman and 2.5 hours to Sydney this is one of the best set up 
farms you will see. The property is fenced into 35 paddocks with most having access to water via 
the extensive irrigation system. Water is supplied from 184 Megs general security and 206 Megs 
supplementary on the Hunter River, 79 Megs on the Martindale Creek and a 100 Meg well license 
plus 17 megalitres of Stock and Domestic which all feed to three storage dams of 60, 25 and 3 Megs 
capacity respectively. Additional water allocations are also available should you wish to purchase 
more. 

The property is 528 acres which comprises of rich alluvial irrigated creek flats, basalt irrigated slopes 
and rolling grazing country rising to some quality grazing ridge tops. The structure of the paddocks 
allows for cell grazing giving a carrying capacity of up to 200 cows while hay production on the flats is 
also an option. There are also 34 acres of productive vines and a 16 acre oak tree plantation infused 
with truffle spore with an anticipated harvest in 2017. Additional farm infrastructure includes a 
three bay machinery shed with a lockable workshop, 2 x 4 bay hay sheds, diesel storage tanks and 
shed, male and female toilet facilities, chemical shed, crib room, an office with attached four bay 
carport and potential for a 600m airstrip.

There are two homes on the property with the cottage being a very well maintained three bedroom 
home all with built in robes and two with RC Air Con. A large kitchen leading to the lounge/dining 
area complete with a combustion fire and RC Air. There is a bathroom upstairs and downstairs. The 
verandah is a beautiful spot to sit and relax overlooking the established lawns and gardens. The 
main homestead is huge with 4 big bedrooms, two with ensuites, a rumpus room, formal lounge 
and dining and a family room off the kitchen with a combustion fire. The kitchen is a chef’s delight 
with a 900 mm gas oven, dishwasher and plenty of cupboard and bench space. The design of the 
home allows for easy viewing over the inground pool and private surrounds. An additional bonus to 
the property is it in four titles all with dwelling entitlements giving you the option to sell them off 
anytime you like, or simply purchase one of the titles. 

This is a quality working farm with a list of improvements too many to list and is a must for an 
inspection as you will be impressed.

Specialising in Agricultural, 
Earthmoving & Mining

FABRICATIONS, SALES & ON 
FARM SERVICES

Local expertise with a 
professional service

Ph: 6548 2500 – Fax: 6548 3049 
Mob: 0427 901 397

29 Blaxland Street, Merriwa 2329
Email sales: justin@welderup.com.au
Email accounts: accounts@welderup.

com.au

Bu
si

ne
ss

es

 
 
 

 

RUSSELL’S 
Earthmoving  

Pty Limited 
Earthmoving and 

Construction 
 

 02 6548 2246 
0417 506 769 

6 Gooch Street Merriwa 2329 
 

Te/Fax 6548 2653

MDHA Inc.

NON EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT 

Office hours are:
9.30 to 2.30 weekdays

Bottle Museum building or leave a 
message on the answering service for 

a call back.

SERVICE
We will get you to your 

appointments on time with 
special care.
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Find us on 

Facebook!
Look for Merriwa Central 
School’s official page!

newsXpress & 
OFFICESMART 

AGENT 

 

Neville and Leanne Hook 
 

      65 482 031 
      mwanews@bigpond.com 
www.merriwanewsagency.com.au   

 

Clothing and Footwear for all the family
Mens and Ladies clothing
Children and Babywear

Shoes and joggers
Fashion Jewellery and Accessories

Handbags and Luggage
Bed Linen, Quilts and Towels

Hi Vis Work Wear, Boots and Hats
Digitised Embroidery Service

Names and Logos
For clothing, Caps, Towels

School Items and Work Place Uniforms

Quality Clothing Friendly Service Affordable Prices

Di’s Clothing Patch

Phone: 6548 3023

OFFERS PENSIONER 
DISCOUNTS, MENS AND 
LADIES CUTS, PERMS, 
COLOURS, FOILS, HAIR 
EXTENSIONS, SPRAY TANS, 

GIFT CERTIFICATES

OPEN TUESDAY TO FRIDAY 

SATURDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Phone: 6548 2499

HAY SALES & HAY 
CONTRACTING

Small square and 
Round Bales

All Rural contracting 
available

Ring Darryl on 
0429 485 168
or 6548 5168

HANCKEL RURAL

MERRIWA HEALTHY
ENVIRONMENT 

GROUP INC
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARING FOR OUR LAND, OUR WATER
AND THE AIR WE BREATHE

Contact:   Graham Brown 6547 6048
         Ted Finnie 6548 5171

Visit:  www.merriwa.nsw.au Clubs and Groups

Electrical Contractors
Air Conditioning ~ Home Installations
Refrigeration ~ Electrical Accessories

Service Dealers (Daikin, Teco, Fisher Paykel, 
Electrolux) ~ White Goods ~ Appliances

C.J & J.M Vero & Sons
Phone: 6548 2303

Fax: 6548 2053 After Hours: 6548 2045 (Emergencies Only)
102a Bettington Street, Merriwa

ABN: 65 810 824 869 Lic#: 243746C Au: 29030

Merriwa IGA 
104 

Bettington 
Street 

Merriwa
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 

6548 2315

plus Liquor

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
AGRICULTURE & LIVESTOCK ADVICE 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

UPPER HUNTER offices 
Merriwa  6548 2175 (Mon & Tues 9 - 4pm, Wed 9 - 3pm)  
Scone  6540 2400 (Mon – Fri  8.30am - 4.30pm) 
Singleton 6572 2944 (Mon – Fri  10.00am - 3.00pm) 
Direct Local Contacts for:  
DISTRICT VET 0427 322311 
BIOSECURITY - PEST ANIMALS 0429 722944 
For more information on our range of services visit our website 

hunter.lls.nsw.gov.au 

HAVE 
SOMETHING 

TO SELL?
Why not consider 
placing an advert 

for as little as 
$23.00 for this size 

advert
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Schools
C

hurches

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday - Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday - Sun 8.30am 

St Joseph’s Cassilis 
2nd & 4th Sunday - 10.00am 

 

Parish Priest  -  6548 2086 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Merriwa Anglican Parish.

Holy Trinity
Merriwa

9.00am Sundays
10.00am Fridays

Short Bible 
Study

7.30am Mon, 
Wed, Fri

Morning Prayer

St Columbia
Cassilis

11.00am every 
2nd and 4th 

Sunday

Contact: 0429 996 
769

Rev’d Pat Kirkby - Local Priest

Services

141 BETTINGTON ST  
MERRIWA NSW 2329 

PHONE:65482078  FAX: 
65482063 

 

CAN-AM *HUSQVARNA OUTDOOR  
PRODUCTS 

*COOPER TYRES *MICKEY 
THOMPSON 

*BRIDGESTONE *GOODYEAR/
DUNLOP  

*TOYO  TYRES *MAXXIS TYRES 
FULL MECHANICAL WORKSHOP 

 

Hunt MWA Pty LTd    
Licence No:41446 

 Merriwa 
Pharmacy

Opening Hours

Monday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Thursday 9.00am - 5.30pm

Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 12.00pm

Phone 6548 22136548 2042

MORE THAN JUST A 

One-stop for paying (nearly) all your 
bills

Business banking and personal 
banking

Stationary and greeting cards - 
inexpensive, full range

Computer and technology items
Mobile phones, starter kits and 

recharge vouchers

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street

POST OFFICE

Meets the first Wednesday of each 
month at 7.00pm at Merriwa RSL 

Club

Merriwa Central School
P and C Association

President:  Jayne Cronin
Senior Vice:  Tori Simmons
Junior Vice:  Yvonne McNaught
Secretary:  Krichelle Khan
Treasurer:  Anna Whaley

MERRIWA 
SURGERY

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 

6.00pm
Saturday by arrangement.

DR EMAD JASEM
For all your medical needs.

For appointments please 
call the surgery on 

6548 2305 

St Davids 

Service Times
1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 

11.00am
3rd Sunday at 6.00pm 

Rev David Kim - 6545 1396
Pastor Richard Moors - 6543 1168

Peter Campbell - 6548 5126

Uniting 

Vennacher Street 
Merriwa

Church

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

 

A rich learning environment in  
a friendly Christian atmosphere 

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  
Ph  6548 2035 

 

P&F President - Dermot Shannon  
Ph  6548 2996 

St Joseph’s 
Primary School 

Merriwa 

SANDY HOLLOW
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Telephone
02 6547 4521

Fax
02 6547 4450

Email: 
sandyhollo-p.School@det.nsw.

edu.au
cassilis-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.cassilis-p.school.nsw.edu.au

Cassilis Public 
School

Principal:

Coolah Road
Cassilis  NSW  2329

Ph: 63761009
Fax: 63761005

Mrs Katie Burgess

merriwa-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au

Merriwa Central 
School

Primary Campus:
6548 2101

Secondary Campus
6548 2119

G
roup

s

at 10.00am in the CWA Rooms, 
159 Bettington Street 

Visitors and new members are always 
welcome.  

Enquiries to: 
President: Barbara Campbell 

Phone: 6548 5131 
Email:  barbaraj911@gmail.com 

Secretary: Robyn McAlister 
Phone: 6548 3274 

Email:  robyncwa@bigpond.com 

CWA 
Meets 2nd 

Monday 
of the month 

Supporting the Smith 
Family

-A VALUED PART OF THE SMITH FAMLY-

Meet 4th Thursday of each month

Visitors are always welcome

Enquiries to:

President: Julie Smith - 
0429 197 397

Secretary: Elaine Sparrow - 
6548 8560

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE & 

MEN’S SHED
Arts, Crafts, Farm Produce!

Clean toilets!
CENTRE:

Open every day
9.30am-2.30pm
MEN’S SHED:

Every Thursday
10.00am onwards

President: J Alker
Secretary: E Shipway
Telephone: 6548 3201

MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL & 

ACTIVITY CENTRE

 
Pre-School is for 2 – 5 year olds 

Open Monday – Friday 9am – 3pm 
Ph: 02 65 482 083 

Email:  merriwapreschool@tpg.com.au 
MAC is open for 5 – 12 year olds. 
Open Monday – Friday 3pm – 6pm 
& 9am – 5pm School Holiday time. 

Ph: 02 65 482 082 
Email:  merriwamac@tpg.com.au 

 

BUYING LOCAL
SUPPORTING LOCAL
EMPLOYING LOCAL

Ph/Fax: 6548 2375
131 Bettington Street

Merriwa

M A M
ACCOUNTING

Email:  admin@mamandco.com.au   
Skype:  mamsydney   

Website:  www.mamandco.com.au

Professional Accounting Solutions 

161 Bettington Street, Merriwa NSW 2329
Merriwa: (02) 6548 2226  
Toll free:  1800 252 972
Sydney:  (02) 9428 6000

Appointments only

Cloud Computing
Accounting & Taxation

Strategic Planning
Estate & Succession Planning

HAVE SOMETHING 
FOR SALE?

Or chasing a certain 
item?

Advertising an up and 
coming event?

Contact us at Merriwa 
Central Scool and we 

can help.

6548 2119
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For appointments please phone
6532 5013

Hunter Medical 
Practice

Merriwa and Denman
Monday – Friday 8.00am – 

6.00pm
Merriwa

Cnr Brisbane and MacKenzie 
Streets

Denman
51 – 53 Ogilvie Street

 

        

       PH: 6376 1002 
   Open every day 5pm 

 

www.merriwashow.com.au
Pat Ryan - President

Toni Jones - Secretary 

Tel: 0498 378 500

Established
1908

        16 to 18th September!ccc

2016
Merriwa

Springtime
Show

Sp
orting

/C
lub

s

MERRIWA JUNIOR 
LEAGUE AND NETBALL 

CLUB
President:

Andrew 
Jamieson

Vice President:
Murray Wright

Junior Vice 
President:

Andrew 
Webster

Secretary:
Elaine Sparrow 

Treasurer:
John Sparrow

MERRIWA TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION

President: Robert Smith 
   6548 2213
Secretary: Emily Hall
Treasurer: Krichelle Khan

Day - Night 
Competitions

Junior Competitons
Court Hire

Vice President: 
Hannah Walmsley

Merriwa Touch 
Football

Wednesday Nights
Junior and Senior Comp

President: Cassie Porter
Senior Vice President: Trent 
Cooper
Secretary: Tina Taylor

For more information contact 
0428 485 177 or 0447 219 193.

Merriwa 
Rugby League 
Football Club

President – Seth Morgan
Snr Vice President – Gaynor 

Blackadder
Jnr Vice President – Kayla 

Barry
Secretary – Anthony Kelly

Treasurer/Publicity Officer – 
Jessyca Morgan

    R.S.L Club Ltd
Bistro/Snack Bar 
     Take Away 

     Lunch & Dinner 7 days 
    Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 
        ATM, SKY CHANNEL 
     CLUB TAB, CLUB KENO 
    DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 
 
  BBQ area and Kids Play area 
 
  Friday 
   Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 
  Sunday 
   Raffles 
   Members Badge Draw between  
  11.30am & 1.30pm 

 
 Club:   6548 2157 
 Bistro:  6548 2295 
          For the information of  
      members and their guests. 

 

& DISTRICT
LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE

2016/17 starts Oct 17!  
Tots (3 & 4 yrs) to u/17 yrs  

Mondays 5.30 to 7.00pm 
at Merriwa No. 2 Oval

(throughout Terms 4 & 1)

New Members Welcome
ph: Tash Taaffe 0458 574 015
e: tashholden@bigpond.com

MERRIWA BUSHMAN’S
CAMPDRAFT EST. 1947

President: Roger Moore 
0427 153 446 

Secretary: Megan Richards  
0427 437 743 

Treasurer: Jake McIntyre 
0408 112 709 

5 & 6 November 2016 
merriwacampdraft@gmail.com 

Est. 1946

Rally days every 2nd Sunday of 
month from February to October

Clare Martin 
President 6548 2201

De Patterson  
Secretary 0416 194 501

Christine Riley  
Treasurer 0427 412 128

Meets each Tuesday 
at the Merriwa Sports 

Club

7.00pm for 7.30pm

Rotary Club of 
Merriwa Inc

4 x 4m Marquee for Hire

6548 2025

 
 

2016 ROSTO OLIVES 
MERRIWA FESTIVAL OF THE FLEECES 

JUNE LONG WEEKEND SINCE 
1990 

SATURDAY 10 JUNE 2016 
A Family & Community focused event. 

 

Phone: 6521 7046 or email: lgarment@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au 
www.upperhuntertourism.com.au 

MERRIWA SSAA & 
APA

Range facilities and Fire 
arm testing available

President: Nathan Telfer
Secretary: Phil Martyn
Contact 6547 6031 for 

information

Shooting weekends 2nd 
and 4th weekend of the 

month

MERRIWA RACES

Race Club President - 
David Alker

Contact - 0427 482 095

Vice Presidents - Peter 
Bishop and Paul Frampton

Race Day 
for 2017 is 

April 22 

 

 

 

Merriwa District 
Progress Association Inc 

SUPPORT THE 
ORGANISATION 

WHICH SUPPORTS YOUR  
COMMUNITY 

Meets every 4th Wednesday 
at Merriwa RSL at 6:00 pm 
Phone Kim on 6548 3060 
Or Beron on 6548 2245 

Merriwa 
Cricket Club

President: Craig Drury - 
0477 125 937

Senior Vice President: 
Murray Wright - 

0428 482 394
Secretary: Sonya Drury -

0459 541 450
Treasurer: Mike Curtis
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Merriwa Sports Club
Clubs

N
ew

s
The Sports Club provides a wide range of 
benefits for members and guests.
Mondays - Happy Two Hours - 4.00pm to 

6.00pm

Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Thursdays - 6.00pm Bingo - prizes of club and 
meat vouchers. Raffle and Super 39 special prize

Fridays - Happy Two Hours - 5.00pm to 7.00pm, 
free raffle.

Saturdays - Monster Raffle. Tickets on sale at 
6.45pm drawn 7.30pm, winners jackpot, dinner 
draw and Saturday Badge Draw.

Sundays - Members badge draw plus three raffles 
choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers

Last Sunday each month - Smorgasbord all you 
can eat Chinese entree, mains and desserts.

Casual bowls and golf also available. Donations 
in honesty box.

Chinese/Australian Restaurant open for lunch 
Wednesday to Sunday, 12 noon to 2.00pm.  
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.00pm to 8.30pm. 
Closed Mondays, reopen 5.00pm Tuesday.

For bookings and take away - telephone 6548 
3228. 
DON’T FORGET CHINESE SMORGASBORD SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 27
WEEKEND RESULTS

Saturday Raffle November 19
Saturday members draw no 51, was not won – 
next week $200.00

Winners Jackpot was won - next week $100.00

Dinner:  Jeff Cronin  
Bowls Raffle:   B Voysey        
Free Tickets:   

Sunday Raffle November 20

Members draw, no 345, was not won – next week 
$600.00.

Please note: Saturday raffle will commence at 
7.30pm.

TWILIGHT BOWLS 

Every Friday night from 6.00pm. 

Everyone welcome – bowlers and non-bowlers.

WOMEN’S BOWLS
COMING EVENTS

Mixed Social Friendship Day of Bowls at Merriwa 
on Wednesday November 30, 2016.

Morning Tea – 9.30am

Play - 10.00am

Casual Dress – flat sole shoes please

Gold coin donation for nearest  Spider, Coin and 
Ditch – Raffle

Please bring a Secret Santa gift (around $10.00)

All welcome to attend.

Please leave your name with Joy Hancock on 
0418 213 150 or on the board at the Club by 
November 25, 2016.

No Social Bowls on this day.

Lady Bowlers and Social Bowlers Christmas Dinner 
– Wednesday December 7, 2016 at Royal Hotel, 
Merriwa.  Cost $25.00 per person.

Time: 6.30pm for 7.00pm – (2 course meal & 
nibbles)

Please bring a Secret Santa gift ($10.00)

Names and money to Loretta by Thursday 
December 1, 2016.  Enquiries on 0428 482 679.

No Social Bowls on Wednesdays until further 
notice.

Next Meeting Monday January 9, 2017.

Loretta Cooper

CHRISTMAS PARTY

A date for your calendar - Saturday December 
10 at Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party more 
details to come.

Libby Gear

GAME FARM MERRIWA
POSITION VACANT 

We are looking for a young enthusiastic worker 
to join our team 

On our poultry farm Monday to Friday collecting 
eggs and other light duties

For more information please email 
merriwa@gamefarm.com.au

or phone 0418 235 646
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FRIDAY NIGHT SNACK BAR 

Affordable meals for all the family.

Friday night raffles

Members Draw, Joker Draw,  Meat/Vege tray 
draw, Schooner Draw. 

LAST FEW FRIDAY’S RESULTS 

Members draw - unclaimed by William Stokes and 
will be $75.00 this week.

Joker draw - unsuccessful for “Happy Camper” 
Denise so will be $519 this week.

End of the Month Draw is this Friday with Snack 
Bar, Raffles and Pick the Joker.

Wednesday night is Pizza and Garlic bread night 
with locally made pizzas.

Friday night is Snack bar and Raffles.

Saturday is open from 4.00pm with $3.00 schooners 
and bar snacks from 4.00pm until 6.00pm.

Annual General Meeting date has been 
resheduled to now be held December 11 at 
7.30pm.

Kathy Sumpter

Cassilis Bowling Club
The Members Lucky Badge for $2400.00 was not 
won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 569, this 
week jackpots to $2450.00. 

The 7.00pm draw for $140.00 was not won, the 
number was 740 this week it jackpots to $160.00. 

The 9.00pm draw for $220.00 was not won the 
number was 670, this week it jackpots to $240.00

The Thursday badge draw for $280.00 was not 
won the number was 323, this week it jackpots to 
$300.00 and will be drawn between 6.00–7.00pm. 
LTPS/16/04092.

The Sunday morning badge draw for $1450.00 
was not won last week the number was 437, this 
week it jackpots to $1500.00 and will be drawn 
between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you must be 
present to win the money. LTPS/16/04092.

COMING EVENTS

MEN’S HEALTH NIGHT - Thursday November  24 - 
7.30pm. The RSL Club invite all men to come to 
the club this night to listen to both local Doctors 
speak of the health issues that may surround their 
lives. 

Birthday vouchers each month are also available 
at the bar at the beginning of the month.

‘T-BONE TUESDAY’

Every Tuesday you can now order a T-Bone, chips 
and salad or veg for just $15.00.

Also every Thursday have a chicken schnitzel, 
chips and salad or veg for just $12.50.

Gourmet Burger Bargain’s – Saturday lunch 
Wagyu, Lamb or Pork burgers with chips $10.00 
only.  

James Squire Promotion – purchase a James 
Squire on tap and receive a bonus James Squire 
bottle opener.

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE CLUB  

HAPPY HOUR  Thursday 6.00pm-7.00pm
   Friday 6.00pm-7.00pm
NEW   Saturday 1.30pm to 2.30pm   
   Sunday 11.00am-12.00noon

Members prices are $3.50 schooners and $2.50 
middies and $5.00 for Corona’s. 

BISTRO HOURS – lunch 12.00am – 2.00pm, evening 
6.00pm to 8.30pm. 

Matthew Morgan

Merriwa RSL Club

As some of you may have heard, Group 21 
are running CRL 9’s Women’s Rugby League 
competition, kicking off Friday February 3, 2017. 

MRLFC will be entering a seniors side, 18 years 
and over.

We are also looking at starting a junior team for 
girls 15-17 years of age. If you are interested in 
playing in either the senior or junior side please 
contact Gaynor Blackadder on 0447 221 243 for 
more information. 

CLOSING SOON

Reserve Grade and League Tag coaches, First 
Aid, League Safe and Managers for the 2017 
Football Season closes on Friday December 2, 
2016.

If you think you are capable and would like to 
apply please send your application to PO BOX 147, 
Merriwa NSW 2329 or email it to anthonykelly1970@
gmail.com.

Jessyca Morgan

Merriwa Rugby League Football 
Club
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Sporting
N

ew
s

Merriwa Cricket Club

Warriors. Winning the toss and electing to bat, 
our openers Doug and Murray took the positivity 
from last week’s win out to the crease but despite 
standing up to some fast and accurate bowling 
for quite a few overs, we soon found ourselves 
struggling at three for 20 in the 12th. 

It was then that Will joined Seth at crease and they 
soon settled in to a steady scoring rhythm with Will 
finding the boundary on numerous occasions and 
Seth backing him up superbly, finding the singles 
to keep the strike turning over. A magnificent 
partnership of 163 ensued, lasting 25 overs before 
Seth was caught behind on 44. Will continued on 
with new partner and long time club supporter 
James Munro who was coerced into a game 
at short notice - great to have you back James! 
Unfortunately for Will, he too was caught behind 
with just three balls of the innings to come, but 
not before amassing a fabulous century - 102 off 
just 79 deliveries! Jon O faced the final three balls 
and we finished our 40 overs on 207 - one more 
than last week!

Taking to the field to defend our total, Will quickly 
struck for his first wicket with the Warriors on just 
three. Our bowlers fought hard but unfortunately 
our fielding, which has been improving greatly 
over recent weeks, was plagued with near misses 
and dropped catches and it was this, combined 
with a determined batting effort by the Warriors, 
ISmith (73) and S Lyne (75) which saw the match 
gradually slip away from us. Will, again proving 
his all round prowess, ended his eight overs with 
three for 33 while James, Pat and Seth went 
unrewarded for their hard slog in the heat. The 
Warriors passed our total in 38th over after we 
were called back onto the field to deliver one 
more ball (excellent delivery Mick!) following a 
mishap with the scoring.

No contest for this week’s Players Player after Will 
Gell’s super day with bat and ball. Encouragement 
Award this week went to Pat Gilbey who bowled 
well and had many close chances slip through.

ALL THE STATS

Batting: D Munro 4, M Wright 7, M Fieldsend 0, S 
Morgan 44, W Gell 102, J Munro 8-no, J Osmond 
0-no, Sundries 42

Bowling: W Gell 3/33 (8), P Gilbey 0/40 (8), S 

Morgan 0/55 (8), J Munro 0/36 (8), H Hood 0/15 
(3), J Osmond 0/12 (1), J Woodward 0/10 (1), M 
Curteis 0/1 (0.1), Sundries 18

Despite the disappointment of the loss after a 
long hard day in the heat, our players should be 
very proud of their efforts in scoring over 200 and 
batting out the 40 overs for the second week in a 
row. We are showing great determination and just 
need to remain focussed and sharp in the field. 
With 4 home games coming up we are looking 
forward to some great competitive matches with 
home town support.

See you this Saturday 26, 1.00pm at Number1 
Oval when we take on Bunnan.

Sally Gilbey

A big thank you to:

• Merriwa Sports Club
• Thousand Guineas Beef/ Tullatua Partnership
• Merriwa Engineering
• Rosto
• Royal hotel Merriwa
• Trio Angus
• Gundibri Pty Ltd
• Welderup Pty Ltd
• Cassilis Park
• Osmond’s pumps and water solutions
• Frampton Farms
• Blooms pumps and Irrigation
• Merriwa RSL
• Max’s Country Cuts
• Kemp Rural Partnership
• Ted Carr
• Merriwa Pharmacy
• Curte Pie
• PA and EG Gallagher
• Merriwa IGA
• Elders Merriwa
• CRT Merriwa
• Gilders Transport .

If you would like to get involved please contact 
as at merriwacricketclub@gmail.com or call  0459 
541 450.

Sonya Drury

A hot and steamy day greeted us in 
Scone last Saturday for our round seven 
match against competition leaders 
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Merriwa Little Athletics
“I think Merriwa will be proud of me”…”I didn’t 
think I could run that fast”…”that was fun, I want 
to do that again”…” they were heaps bigger 
than me but I didn’t stop”…

These were some of the ‘golden’ comments from 
our Merriwa athletes after the carnival at Lake 
Macquarie on the weekend. Thirteen athletes 
got out of bed at 5.30am on Sunday to travel to 
Hunter Stadium to compete against some of the 
regions leading athletes with 11 medals and a 
club trophy the extraordinary end result.

Four tiny tots Thomas Luke, Morgan Bates Mitchell 
and Maddie Maben were first on the track burning 
a hole in the rubber in the 70m followed by the 
vortex and shotput before finishing with games 
in the centre of the track. As always, it’s a steep 
learning curve for the tots…staying in the lanes, 
waiting for the gun to go off, entering the throws 
ring correctly and they all did a fine job coming 
home with sparkly medals to prove it. 

Georgia Maben had a brilliant comp in the u/7 
taking silver across the board in four out of five 
events, growing confidence in herself and her 
abilities with every step. Jye Bates put in 100% 
jumping some brilliant long jumps and delivering 
some huge throws in shot. In the u/8 Ben Patterson 
and William Luke went head to head with Ben 
cruising home =2nd in the 70m and 3rd in the 
hurdles while William learned quickly to focus his 
energy at the start and to keep going right to the 
end, regardless of where you are placed, the 
important thing is to finish as hard as you can. 

Cody Bates, Braeden Halse and Darcy Taaffe 
stepped up in the u/10. The competition was 
fierce, but don’t be disheartened kids as many 
of the ones you were racing against achieved 
state medals last year! That means, your fourth 
or fifth places were ABSOLUTELY AMAZING! Darcy 
was able to shake off the doubts in her last race 
leaving nothing in the tank to take home a hard 
fought bronze in the 400m while big sister Jorji 
surprised herself with a medal in the shot put and 
a new enthusiasm for triple jump.  Korey Halse 
was remarkable, facing up to some (literally) 
huge competition in the u/12 showing us all why 
he is so good at most things he does, because he 
has a huge heart and a great work ethic. Korey, 
for your first big carnival and only a few training 
sessions under your belt, you did brilliantly. 

To top it all off, Merriwa was awarded the ‘march 
past’ trophy for best presented club. Thanks to 
Mel Bates for making sure we all had our right 
uniforms and numbers!

The weather was a bit wild but that didn’t deter 
our Little Athletes last Monday night. Coaches 
awarded four fabulous athletes this week for their 
exceptional improvement and participation. 
Georgia Maben for her enthusiasm and energy 
in the hurdles, Mia Wilkinson for great listening 
and trying new skills in Tots, Jack Patterson for his 
brilliant throwing and Levi Hourn for trying hard in 
relays and helping others. Great work kids. 

Meanwhile Belinda and Jackson Keane travelled 
to Maitland last weekend to complete a Little 
As coaching course. The course covered all the 
major events and provided some great tips that 
we are sure Belinda and Jackson will put to good 
use at training this season.

Next on the calendar is Zones on the 10/11 
December at Kurri. If you are planning to compete 
(u/7 to u/17 ages only) please get your events 
into me at training THIS Monday night as we have 
to lodge our team entry asap. You can chose all 
your events in one day if you don’t want to do 
2 days. Zones is the qualifier event for Regionals 
which will be held in February.

Tash Taaffe
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Merriwa Bushmen’s Campdraft and Rodeo 
Association held their annual Campdraft 
weekend on 5th and 6th November this year 
after having to postpone the event due to wet 
weather on the long weekend in October. More 
than 700 campdraft runs were completed over 
the weekend as well as riding classes and sporting 
events in ring 2.

The event was well supported with competitors 
travelling from as far as Walcha, Wingham, 
Sydney, Dubbo and everywhere in between. 
The event ran very smoothly thanks to the 
hardworking committee, fantastic cattle and 
cooperative competitors. A big thank you to our 
fantastic sponsors, cattle donors and helpers, for 
without their generosity the day would not have 
been possible. 

Saturday night a calcutta and auction raising 
funds for the “Where There’s a Will Foundation” 
was held. Catering for the weekend and the 
Saturday night dinner was prepared by Gummun 
Place Hostel. 

We would like to thank the following sponsors for 
2016:

2016 CAMPDRAFT RESULTS
Merriwa RSL Club and Osmond Pump and Water 
Solutions Encouragement draft
First  Anastasia Martin - Charm - 103
Second Georgia Cameron - McQueen - 95
Third  David Badior - Fame - 83
Fourth  Clarrie Swift - Shantano - 82
Fifth  Tom Duggan - Pistol - 106 

Merriwa IGA Maiden A draft
First  Luke Clarke - Tess - 169
Second Marcus Hadley - Amy - 164
Third  Sarah Finlayson - Finno’s Bailey - 163
Fourth  Anastasia Martin - Charm - 108
Fifth  Gav White - Secret - 106
Fifth  Michael Rapley - Catalax - 106 
Natural Equipment Cut Out Winner - John Hardie  
Bert - 22
Royal Hotel Merriwa Maiden B draft
First  John Hardie - Shifter  - 171
Second Gav White - Repeat - 170
Third  Josh Barnett - Opal - 163
Fourth  Megan Rogan - Snobby - 162
Fifth  Jeremy Metcalf - Duet - 110
Natural Equipment Cut out Winner - Scott Ryan - 
Cuttalena - 22
Coolie Angus Novice draft
First  John Hardie - Shifter  - 264
Second Wade Miles - Giddy Up - 204
Third  Wade Miles - Expression - 180
Fourth, fifth and sixth equal points  Denny Farley 
- Tabasco, Adam Sadler - Raven Acres, Allan 
Young - Liberty Midnight Rain on 179.
More results in the coming weeks.

Merriwa Campdraft

• Coolie Angus
• Ross Chandler 

Contracting
• RM Williams
• RM Property and 

Livestock 
• Royal Hotel Merriwa 
• IGA Merriwa
• Merriwa RSL Club 
• Regional Australia 

Bank Merriwa 
• Godolphin
• Natural Equipment
• Osmond Pump and 

Water Solutions 
• Caroon PTY LTD
• Steve Kemp Whip 

Maker  
• Upper Hunter Sound 

and Audio
• Kerrie Murray Saddler 
• Landmark Townsend 

Merriwa
• Marsh Carney 

Saddlery  
• Cross Country 

Merriwa

• Ruggit Rugs 
• Australian Quarter 

Horse Association
• Merriwa Auto 

Electrical 
• CAA Hats 
• C l a u d i ’ s 

Creations 
• Mrs Dianne Mitchell
• Merriwa Sports 

Club   
• Merriwa Petroleum 

and Ag Supplies 
• Sylvia’s Café
• Richard and Gaye 

Stanon 
• Welderup Pty 

Ltd 
• William’s Concrete 
• Coolmore 
• Upper Hunter Shire 

Council Merriwa 
• Pukara Estate
• D o o l i b a h 

Partnership 
• RM Williams 

Outback Publishing Megan Richards
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Merriwa Touch Football Club
ROUND 8

Ladies

Cassilis Chicks v’s 
The Royals

MCC’s v’s RSL

Team Believe v’s 
Incred-i-Bowls

Mens

Rockwell v’s 
Bowling Barrels

Denman Devils v’s 
ROAR

Tourist Terriers v’s 
RSL

MEETING

First meeting for touch football to be held 
before the games on game night will be held 
on Wednesday night December 30 at 5.00pm 
at the Merriwa Sports Club. There should be a 
representitive over 18 from each team otherwise 
two points will be deducted from the points tally. 
This meeting is your chance to bring up any issues 
and to organise the Christmas Party set for the last 
competition night. The only ones exempt from 
having someone attend on the teams behalf is 
the four junior teams that are in the current game.

Tina Taylor

Time

6.00

6.45

7.30

EXPRESSIONS OF  INTEREST

The Merriwa Junior Rugby League and Netball 
Club are looking for Coaches for our 2017 season 
in Under 6; 7; 8; 9; 10; 11; 14 and 16 teams for 
next year.  If you are interested in coaching a 
team next year in Junior League please send 
info to jesparrow46@gmail.com   with your name 
and team age you are interested in. There will 
be coaching courses available in January and 
February for those who do not have a coaching 
certificate.

MERCHANDISE 

I will be placing an order for shorts in the next two 
weeks.  If anyone is interested in purchasing POLO 
SHIRTS  or  HOODIES  could you please ring me 
with sizes as to make these orders we need 50 of 
each.  Names and sizes to Elaine asap  please.   
6548 8560 or above email.

Elaine  Sparrow

Merriwa Junior Rugby League 
Football and Netball ClubThe installation of the new lighting on the tennis 

courts is proceeding. The lights on the front 
courts received their first test run for the spring 
competition grand final on Monday night (this 
article is being written beforehand).

 The new installation uses LED lights and represents 
an energy saving of over 80% on the old system.... 
great for the environment and better for the clubs 
finances.

We hope to have many many enjoyable nights 
under these new lights....

One problem with the new lighting is that now 
we can see more clearly how degraded the front 
court surfaces are.

The club was promised assistance in seeking 
funding for new court surfaces in the recent 
federal election campaign. Hopefully this will 
allow us to fast track this project. 

1988 was the last time the surfaces were upgraded. 
The project seems well overdue.

The Tennis club is holding its Christmas party on 
Friday December 2. All financial members are 
invited to attend. For catering purposes please let 
one of the committee know if you will be coming.

Robert Smith

Merriwa Tennis Club

The Merriwa Old Boys Club will be holding a 
Christmas BBQ for all ex players, committee, and 
First Aid/League Safe helpers and their families on 
Sunday December 18 at 12.30pm in the BBQ area 
of the RSL Club. 

The Old Boy’s will be meeting the second Monday 
of every second month, with our next meeting to 
be in February 2017 at 7.00pm at the RSL Club. 
This to be a dinner meeting. We would like to 
encourage as many Old Boy’s to join the Club 
that is soon to be incorporated, whether they be 
ex players, club officials or helpers. 

Membership is $30.00 this includes your first year 
membership of the Men of League, and club 
t-shirts are $20.00. 

Matthew Morgan

Merriwa Old Boys Club

Size: 2100x1200mm. 
Meat rails and shelves 

included.
 For price and bookings 

contact 

Shirley Hockings 0428 
485 158

MOBILE COOLROOM AVAILABLE FOR 
HIRE
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MCS in touch with our community

Community Calendar

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon Mondays to 
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

If you would like your event included in the community calender, wish to 
claim a date or interested in placing an advert in the Ringer?

Contact Tina Taylor on 6548 2119.

The Merriwa Ringer - Merriwa’s only not-for-profit newsletter servicing 
the community for 26 years.

The Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Tel: (02) 6548 2119 
Fax: (02) 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

NOVEMBER

Friday 25 • Anglican Guild - Christmas Street Stall and 
Large Raffle

• Messy Church - Parish Hall - 3.30pm
DECEMBER

Saturday 10 • Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party 

Saturday 17 • Merriwa Markets - RSL Grounds - 9.00am-
1.00pm

What’s  Inside Your 
Ringer?

Jump Start a Heart, a small idea that 
captured the greater community!    2
Principal’s Report  3
Merriwa Central School  3
Coming Events 3
Primary Report 4
Secondary Report 6
St Joseph’s  8
Sandy Hollow  10
Merriwa Pre-School  14
Anglican News 15
Merriwa Rotary 15
Merriwa CWA 16
Community Notice Board 17
Christmas in the Park 17
Messy Church and Christmas Party 17
Merriwa Senior Citizens Association 17
Merriwa VIEW Club 17
Anglican Guild 17
Meals on Wheels 17
Community Notice Board 18
Anthea Wright Veterinary Clinic 18
Merriwa Red Cross 18
Merriwa Relay for Life 18
In Memory 18
Cassilis Christmas Street Party 18
Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary 18
Community Notice Board 19
St Anne’s Parish Merriwa 19
Merriwa District Education Foundation 19
Merriwa Relay for Life 19
Royal Far West 20
Merriwa Markets 20
Business  22
Merriwa Newsagency 22
Merriwa Pharmacy 22
Merriwa Sugery 23
Hunter Medical Practice 24
Clubs 30
Merriwa Sports Club 30
Merriwa RSL Club 31
Cassilis Bowling Club 31
Merriwa Rugby League Football Club 31
Sporting 32
Merriwa Cricket Club 32
Merriwa Little Athletics 33
Merriwa Campdraft 34
Merriwa Tennis Club 35
Merriwa Touch Football Club 35
Merriwa Junior Rugby League Football and 
Netball Club     35
Merriwa Old Boys Club 35

DISCLAIMER 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa 
Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the 
accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising of and use of product 
names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its 
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability 
claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication. 
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of the Ringer, includes 
spelling and terminology.


	Jump Start a Heart, a small idea that captured the greater community!
	Principal’s Report

	Merriwa Central School
	Coming Events
	Primary Report
	Secondary Report

	St Joseph’s 
	Sandy Hollow 
	Merriwa Pre‑School 
	Anglican News
	Merriwa Rotary
	Merriwa CWA
	Community Notice Board

	Christmas in the Park
	Messy Church and Christmas Party
	Merriwa Senior Citizens Association
	Merriwa VIEW Club
	Anglican Guild
	Meals on Wheels
	Community Notice Board

	Anthea Wright Veterinary Clinic
	Merriwa Red Cross
	Merriwa Relay for Life
	In Memory
	Cassilis Christmas Street Party
	Merriwa Hospital Auxiliary
	Community Notice Board

	St Anne’s Parish Merriwa
	Merriwa District Education Foundation
	Merriwa Relay for Life
	Royal Far West
	Merriwa Markets
	Business 

	Merriwa Newsagency
	Merriwa Pharmacy
	Merriwa Sugery
	Hunter Medical Practice
	Clubs

	Merriwa Sports Club
	Merriwa RSL Club
	Cassilis Bowling Club
	Merriwa Rugby League Football Club
	Sporting

	Merriwa Cricket Club
	Merriwa Little Athletics
	Merriwa Campdraft
	Merriwa Tennis Club
	Merriwa Touch Football Club
	Merriwa Junior Rugby League Football and Netball Club
	Merriwa Old Boys Club


