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‘Friends of the Ringer’
Current ‘Friends of the Ringer’

---- 40

For just $30 (6 months) or $60 (12 months) you can
become a ‘Friend of the Ringer’ today!
Help us reach our goal of 40 new ‘Friends’ by Christmas.
Payment gratefully accepted at Merriwa Central
School Secondary Office, by post or online.e.
Thank you to our ‘Friends of the Ringer’
•
•
•

Andrew and Julie Russell • Patsy Shannon
Barry and Marie Scott
• Col and Gaye Bates
Warren and Heather • Terry and Sylvia Lumby
Constable
• Lesley Killen
• Julia Hardy
• Anonymous friends x
• Dawn Byfield
3.
Payments can be made using either a Visa or
MasterCard credit or debit card. Our payment page is
accessed from the front page of our school’s website
by selecting ‘$ Make a payment’.

LOOKING FOR LOVE

I enjoy long walks along Bow
Beach, reading community
notices, checking out the
items for sale, looking at
the school news, reading
Robert’s
latest
health
advice, and catching up There is a category called “other” – this is to cover
on the weekend sporting items such as Ringer payments for adverising, ‘Friends
of the Ringer’ and sponsorship.
results.

---- 12

For any enquiries regarding the Online Payment process

Looking for someone who
please contact the School Administration Office.
shares similar interests.

Darren Noonan
Principal

The Ringer

PAYMENT DETAILS

WHEN FILLING IN AN ONLINE PAYMENT FOR THE
RINGER, FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW.
Fields marked with an * are mandatory.

Step 2 - Payer Details
*
Full name
*
Contact number
*
Contact email address

Payment process steps:
1
Fill out required fields
2
Fill out credit card payment on next page
3
Review and confirm payment
4
Review payment receipt and optional 		
print or email.

Step 3 - Payment Options

Step 1 - Student Details (Payee Details for Ringer)
*
Given name
*
Surname
*
Date of birth - put today’s date

Step 4 - Click next to proceed to the payment
page where you can enter your credit card
details for your payment.

*

Select Other and put Ringer - 			
Advertisement or Ringer - Sponsorship or
Ringer - Friends

*

Total Payment Amount

Follow instructions to complete.
If all else fails, please contact the administration
staff for further assistance.
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Hutner Mutual is a trading name of Community Mutual Ltd. ABN 21 087 650 360 : AFSL 241167

132 067
www.communitymutual.com.au

Merriwa Ringer

School

News

Merriwa Central
School
Principal’s Report

YOUNG WRITERS AMAZED AT SUCCESS

Students from Merriwa Central School have once
again taken out the Newcastle Herald school
newspaper competition.
Winning the competition two years in a row is
an outstanding achievement for students and
teachers from a small country school.
Our students were elated by the announcement
this week that they had taken out the top award,
Best Overall Newspaper - Secondary in the
competition.
The competition runs each year and invites young
writers to put together a school news page,
which is published in the Newcastle Herald. The
competition is open to private and public schools
from across the region, with 96 schools entering
the competition this year.
Students Demmion Hilton and Anastasia Martin
from Merriwa Central School also won the Best
News Story - Secondary category.

Newcastle Herald school newspaper Best
Story winners (L-R) - Anastasia Martin and
Demmion Hilton with Mrs Amanda Johnston,
English teacher

Merriwa Central School has a proud history in the
Newcastle Herald school newspaper competition
receiving a Highly Commended for Best Overall
Newspaper - Secondary 2011, Winner for Best
Overall Newspaper - Secondary 2012, and Winner
for Best Overall Newspaper - Secondary 2013.
This is an amazing achievement for our junior
students competing against students from much
larger senior colleges. It just goes to show that
students from small schools can achieve big
things.
We are really excited by the achievement of this
group of talented students under the guidance of
a dedicated teaching staff.
For more information contact Darren Noonan ph
6548 2119.
Darren Noonan
Principal

Merriwa Ringer

DECEMBER
Friday 6

Coming Events
•
•
•

Thursday 12

•
•

SRC fundraiser – ‘Show Your
Colours’ out of uniform day - Gold
coin donation
Primary assembly – Class Christmas
items, 9.15am
Year 8 Geography Trivia Challenge
excursion – Toronto Workers Club,
6.00am-4.30pm
Year 6 dinner – Merriwa RSL Club,
6.00-10.00pm
Secondary end of year disco –
Merriwa RSL Club, 7.00-10.00pm

Monday 16

•

Secondary formal assembly – Great
Hall, 8.55am

Tuesday 17

•
•

Infants Presentation Day
3-12 Presentation Night – School of
Arts, 7.00pm

Wednesday 18

•
•

Last day for students for 2013
Primary and Secondary Rewards Day

Thursday 19

•

School Development Day

Friday 20

•

School Development Day
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Primary News
STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Our latest students to receive book awards for the
class “Student of the Week” award have shown
great improvement in writing, speaking and
reading. It is such a pleasure to have students
who continue to make a wonderful effort right to
the end of the year. Well done to the following
students:

colours and bring a gold coin donation to support
the cause. Students will also be able to purchase
pink cupcakes for 50 cents each or have their
nails painted pink for $1. This was a wonderful
fundraiser last year and we hope to raise as much
money as we did last year for a great cause.
PRIMARY CHRISTMAS ASSEMBLY
This Friday 6 December the Primary campus will
host its last Friday assembly for the year. All classes
will present a Christmas themed performance
they have been working on. Parents and friends
are welcome to attend and celebrate with us.
You are also welcome to come dressed in your
Christmas clothes or your clothes for the ‘Show
Your Colours’ day (mentioned above). We hope
to see you there!
YEAR 6 DINNER AND DISCO

Kindergarten class: Makayla Mobberley
1/2 class: Duncan Harrison
2/3 class: Cody Turner
4/5 class: Joanne Hamson
5/6 class: Lachlan Walker.
REWARDS DAY
The water activities for Rewards Day will be held
at the local pool for students from Kindergarten to
Year 6. Students who are non-swimmers (cannot
swim 25 metres unaided) will spend time having
some fun activities in the small pool. Students who
can swim 25 metres and under will swim in the
shallow end of the large pool and students who
are able to swim more than 25 metres will be able
to swim at either end of the large pool. If students
are ineligible to attend Rewards Day they will
remain at the Primary campus with a teacher.
If you have any questions about Rewards Day
activities please contact Mrs West or Mr Kite on
the Primary campus.
SHOW YOUR COLOURS
This Friday, 6 December, the SRC have organised
a wonderful event called ‘Show Your Colours’.
This is part of the White Ribbon campaign (that
the ROAR team supports)and the Pink Ribbon
campaign supporting breast cancer and primary
will join in by raising money on Friday. Students
can come dressed in white, pink or their footy
Page 4

Next Thursday 12 December the Year 6 students
will celebrate the end of their primary years with
a dinner at the Merriwa RSL Club. The dinner will
begin at 6pm and will be followed by a disco
hosted by SRC. Year 6 students will need to return
their dinner order forms and money to the office.
If you have any questions about the Year 6 dinner
please contact Mr Kite.
SCRIPTURE SHOW
Next Wednesday 11 December the primary
students will attend the end of year Scripture
Show at the Great Hall at 2.00pm. There will be
a few performances by students and it will also
be our last chance to celebrate Christmas as a
school with Reverend Michael. It would be lovely
to have parents and community attend.
PRIMARY CHOIR

On
Tuesday
3
December
the
Primary
Choir
were
very proud to
perform at the
opening of the
refurbished
Merriwa
Fire
Station.
The
choir opened the ceremony with the National
Anthem and attended the ceremony along with
parents and community members. They then
closed the ceremony with a wonderful version of
‘Roar’. Thank you to Mr Grant for playing guitar
for the performance and helping with all our
rehearsals. Also we would like to thank Fire and
Rescue NSW for the invitation to perform at the
opening. We all had a wonderful time.
Rebecca West
Assistant Principal
Merriwa Ringer

Secondary News
VET/TAS REPORT
Mr Creamer’s Year 12 Hospitality class is busily
working on achieving more of their competencies.
The remainder of his classes will be finishing off
their academic year working on understanding
important theoretical concepts. This will no doubt
be beneficial to their new learning in 2014.
Mr Duncan’s Wood class are working well on a
few furniture renovation tasks. There will be some
new barbeque tables for the students to use as a
result of their hard work. I believe the 2014 Year 7
students will be particularly pleased with their new
seats. Year 10 Metal is working on a new trailer – it
will help transport the school’s lawn mower and
make Mr Stone’s life easier. Year 9 Wood and
Metal classes are currently working on developing
their lathe skills. Mr Duncan said “It is tricky work
because it can be a bit dangerous so we are
focusing on safety when making stuff round.”
Miss King and Mr Grant’s PDHPE classes have
been finishing off drug education and sexual
education modules. Mr Grant’s Year 9 class has
participated in activities exploring contraception
methods and Sexually Transmitted Infections.
The Year 8 class have added to their knowledge
about standard drinks as well as the short term and
long effect of alcohol consumption. All classes
have participated in practical activities such as
Ultimate Frisbee, Softball and Cricket.
So even though the students may be counting
down the days to the summer holidays, we are
still working diligently to increase our student’s
understanding and skills in all of their subjects.
YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE
Our Year 10 students last week participated in
their Work Experience program. Based upon
the feedback the students were happily talking
about this week, it is obvious our students have
enjoyed working in the chosen industries. A big
thank you must go the local and not-so-local
businesses that have supported our student in
experiencing “working in the real world”. Mrs
Hegarty’s hardwork and dedication must also be
recognised in coordinating Work Experience. The
Year 10 students thank you for the huge number
of hours and phone calls you have made to
benefit them.
This is a fantastic opportunity for the Year 10
students to gain a better understanding of
“working in the real world” and the requirements
and demands of the industry they have chosen
to work in.
The students have reported that they enjoyed
Merriwa Ringer

their time and experiences being involved in
a number of different tasks as evidence by the
following quotes.
“The
best
aspect of work
experience
program
was
experiencing
a
new option for me
and doing work
that interests me.”
Liam Cronin
“The best aspect
of work experience was getting to be on the
radio! Also, I liked getting to try something new
and different as well as learning things I wouldn’t
learn at school.”
Courtney Gibbons
“The eye opening
life realisation was
just
because
I
learnt certain skills
in this job doesn’t
mean I can’t use
them in other jobs.”
Ayesha Kiely
“The best aspect
of work experience
was working with
different people.”
Lance Waters
“The eye opening
realisation was that
teaching would be
even better than I
thought.”
Taylah Blackadder
“The best aspect
of work experience
was being in the
community where I
have been offered
an apprenticeship
at Max’s Country
Cuts and doing
something I like.”
Jay-me Taylor
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“The eye opening life realisation was that I hate
sitting in Sydney traffic!”
Isaac Austin
“The best aspect of
work experience
was helping at
the deli by serving
customers.”
Selena Whitby

Hancock Farrier Services – Merriwa
Bridgestone Tyre Service – Mudgee
Mace Family Kustoms – Medowie
Upper Hunter Shire Council – Merriwa Resource
Centre
Meriden Limousins – Merriwa
Max’s Country Cuts – Merriwa
Welderup – Merriwa
IGA - Merriwa
Alison King
Relieving Head Teacher

We would like to thank the following employers
for their support which makes it possible for
our students to participate in such enriching
experiences that help determine their school to
work choices:
Liftics - Sydney
Mulyan Public School – Cowra
Scott Witton Building – Cassilis
Cross Country Merriwa
Clare Martin and Associates – Merriwa
2NM Power FM Radio – Muswellbrook
Tamworth Base Hospital
Cowan’s Bus Services – Sandy Hollow
IGA – Coolah
Merriwa Pharmacy

CAREER EVENTS
Job Outlook - This government website provides
facts and figures on over 350 jobs including
average earnings. http://joboutlook.gov.au/
Flight Centre Travel Academy - Flight Centre Travel
Academy provide national qualifications for the
travel industry. Regular information sessions are
run. Contact them to find out more information
about the courses they provide and how students
can break into the Tourism Industry. 1300 369 694
Level 9 234 Sussex St Sydney 2000
The Lady Tradies Australia - Promotes, supports,
connects and encourages females in non
traditional roles and the trades! For girls that may
be keen on a career in a trade or non traditional
role. Lady Tradies provides information, support
and assistance to existing and future Lady Tradies,
as well as businesses, the general public and the
community at large. For more information, or
to join the Facebook site, please go to: http://

Why I want to be in ROAR: To have fun with my friends and be
			
better as a student
Favourite Subject:

PE

Favourite sport:

Soccer

Favourite team:

Rabbitohs

Favourite player:

Adam Reynolds

Personal sporting highlight: Scoring a try in football
Who inspires you?: My parents and friends
Advice to young players: Try your hardest.
					

ROAR Profile
Ross Proctor
Year 8

Page 6

ROAR - Respect - Ownership Awareness - Rewards
Merriwa Ringer

www.facebook.com/LadyTradies
ladytradies@hotmail.com.au

or

email:

If you require any further information about
careers please contact me at school.

The Vocational Interest Questionnaire - This is a
questionnaire which creates a profile of students
work interests, together with the jobs, tasks, and
roles that would be most appealing to them. The
questionnaire also creates a list of recommended
jobs and provides a Career Action Plan to help
students to succeed. It costs $1.00. A sample
report is available online. The website also
includes a range of career advice articles which
provide helpful advice about job interviews, how
to find the perfect career and more. http://www.
findacareerpath.com/fcp/index.html

J E Hegarty
Careers Advisor

YEAR 12 SPECIFIC INFORMATION
HSC and ATARs
•
•

18 December 2013 NSW HSC results released
by Board of Studies
19 December 2013 ATARs released by UAC at
www.uac.edu.au

Change of Preferences
•
•
•

4 January 2014 for consideration in Main Round
16 January–23 January 2014 for consideration
in Round 3
30 January–31 January 2014 for consideration
in Semester 1 study

Offers
•
•
•

3 January 2014 Early January Round offers
released
16 January 2014 Main Round offers released
Late Rounds on 30 January, 6 February, 12
February, 19 February and 26 February 2014.

Favourite Subject:
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Practical PE

Extra-Curricular activities: Play cricket for school
Personal Achievements:

Running at State in 2011

Future career aspirations: To play cricket for Australia
Year Advisor’s Comment: Kyle is a friendly and motivated young
man who is always keeping active on the sporting field. Kyle tries
his best in class and has a positive attitude. Well done Kyle!
						Rebecca Hopkins
						Year Advisor

Student of the Week
Kyle McLennan
Year 8

Merriwa Ringer
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St Joseph’s
Primary School
Kindergarten News

The term is quickly coming to an end and
Kindergarten have learnt a lot over the school
year. The students of St Joseph’s this term
have moved up to their 2014 classes on three
occasions. During these transition times students
get to familiarise themselves with the expectations
and learning experiences they will be exposed to
next year. This also allows our 2014 Kindergarten
students to settle into a school day routine and
engage in learning experiences that allow for
them to express themselves in a variety of different
ways.

We have also been in the water a lot learning
about water safety and how to swim. Our
swimming lessons have gone ahead with many
thanks to all of our helpers who came from
many areas of our community from parents to
teachers and the wider community, we thank
you very much. We were very excited for our
very first Swimming Carnival which was held on
Wednesday 4 December.
As reported by the 1/2 class we have recently
been on our first school excursion. Our day started
very early – 6.15am! We headed to Newcastle
(with the first “Are we there yet?” at Denman).
We visited Newcastle Airport with a fun behind
the scenes tour and even special access to
the baggage area where bags are scanned
for dangerous items. We then headed over
to Fighterworld where we saw jets take off and
discovered old and new equipment used by the
Royal Australian Air Force. A highlight of the tour
was riding the ferry from Stockton to Newcastle
(we have become very good at pronouncing
“ferry”, not “fairy”). Our day ended with the
long journey home. We would like to thank all
parent and family helpers who assisted on the
day, having so many hands to help ensured that
all students discovered all aspects of Transport
throughout the day.
A lot of learning has taken place over the course
of the year.

St Joseph’s Merriwa Kindergarten 2014
Recently we have had a visit from SMART Science,
an initiative of Newcastle University. We learnt
that our eyes see two different images and how
3D movies are made. We experimented with
different items to see if they were acidic or basic.
We explored the night sky and learnt about the
Southern Cross constellation. We were also lucky
enough to learn a special magic trick with water,
if you are lucky we might tell you the secret!
Phoenix, Toby, Christian and Fiona working with
halves and other fractions

Kindergarten exploring how 3D movies and
images are made
Page 8

Our Magic Monkeys reading in Literacy Groups
Merriwa Ringer

Congratulations to the following award winners in
Week 8:
Kinder - Alissa Myers - for comprehending and
retelling stories in her own words
Emily Barwick - great work with fractions
1/2 - Helena Parker - for great work in reading
and writing activities
Riley Melmeth - for greater participation in class
discussions
3/4 - Rebecca Keegan - for her fantastic effort in
her comprehension skills
Lauren Redgate - for always working well in
Spelling activities
5/6 - Bailey Telfer - for taking responsibility and
cleaning the Sports Shed
Oliver Towell - for taking responsibility and cleaning
the Sports Shed
Principal Awards:
Kindergarten have been learning about waiting
for the birth of Jesus during the Church’s season
of Advent
We
are
very
proud of Eliza
Peebles
who
received a Highly
Commended
Award for the
Young
Writer
of
the
Year
presented
by
the judges for
the
Newcastle
Herald.
There
were
three
writers awarded,
the winner and
two writers that
Highly
Eliza
Peebles
Highly were
C
o
m
m
e
n
ded.
Commended Young Writer
Eliza received this
of the Year
award out of 76
schools who entered and over 500 Primary aged
writers. Congratulations Eliza!
We look forward to the many occasions we have
to celebrate the year as a school and parish
community. On Wednesday 11 December we
will hold our Presentation Night at the School
of Arts starting at 6.00pm and on Monday 16
December we will hold our End of Year Mass at St
Anne’s Church. We would love members of our
community to join us for these occasions.
Merriwa Ringer

Kade Attenborough - for trying hard at school
Riley Telfer - for proudly displaying his terrific maths
work to the rest of the school
Playground Champion:
Ty Riley - for assisting Year 6 Leaders cleaning the
Sports Shed.
Mrs Samantha Kerr
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don’t forget to vote for me for school captain of
2014!

Cassilis Public
CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
School
STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Summer has earned
the title of Student
of the Week for her
mature approach to
learning last week.
She worked hard
and
completed
each
task
she
was given to the
best of her ability
and
challenged
herself to achieve
more. Summer also
displayed the skills of
a good role model,
demonstrating
good
behaviours
Well done, Summer!
and
encouraging
others younger than her to do the same.
Fantastic effort, Summer. Keep up the great work!
YEAR 5 SPEECHES FOR CAPTAIN AND VICECAPTAIN FOR 2014
The speeches were presented this morning to all
students, staff and families. I was very impressed
with the high quality of the speeches and how
they were delivered. All candidates should be
extremely proud of themselves. The 2014 Captain
and Vice-Captain will be announced this
Wednesday evening at our Presentation Night.
Good morning teachers, parents and fellow
students. For those of you who don’t know me, my
name is Summer Singh and I am running for school
captain or vice-captain for 2014. Firstly, I would
like to thank the school for giving me this great
opportunity. This chance to prove that I can be
a great leader and to show all of you that I have
great leadership skills. I really love this school and
what it stands for. When I wear my school uniform,
I wear it with pride. I know I can be a great leader
because I treat this school the same way I treat
myself; with dignity, respect and pride. Now, I
can’t promise things like muffin day to be every
day, soft drink in the bubblers or anything like
that but I can promise that I will try my very best
to organise fun things like cake stalls, handball
competitions, discos and other fun activities. I like
to lend a helping hand in the classroom and the
playground whenever I can. If you’re ever feeling
lonely or sad, remember you can always come
to me and I will try to cheer you up. Once again,
thank you for giving me this great opportunity and
Page 10

Summer Singh

Good morning teachers, parents, friends and
fellow students. I am here today to tell you why
I think I should be school captain. I believe I am
always respectful to visitors, staff, parents and
students at all times. I do and will always try to
do my best at everything and will continue to be
safe. I feel I would be an excellent school captain
because I am kind, caring and always look out
for others in our school. As school captain, I
would put a lot of effort into my role as leader
and representative of our school. I would like to
be school captain because of the leadership
and feel that I’m up to the challenges that it will
bring. Throughout the years, I have represented
our school in many events and have always
done my best and will make sure that I always
will. Somethings in which I have represented
Cassilis in include touch football, athletics, cross
country, school horse sports, steer leading as well
as many other events that I go to with the school.
But I don’t think that it matters whether it is sports,
maths, English or being in the playground, I feel
that I always try my best. I think that the role of
school captain is very important and should be
taken seriously, which I would. So vote for me,
Sarah, because you know I’m number 1 and at
the end, when it’s all said and done, I’m your girl
and I don’t need any pearls. Thank you for coming
and I hope that you all have a great day.
Sarah Nairne
Good morning teachers, parents and fellow
students. As you know, my name is Thomas Nash
and I have attended Cassilis Public School for
the past six years. I have seen a lot of changes
at this school and all for the better including the
introduction of the PBL scheme. I feel that this
is a great scheme as it makes all the students
work hard, respect their fellow students and staff
and generally try to do their best. I am running
for school leader in 2014 because I know I have
got the right personality and temperament to be
a great leader. I think I am a great role model
for my fellow students. I take great pride in my
appearance by always wearing the correct
school uniform and I try to follow the school rules
at all times. I think these qualities make me a great
citizen of Cassilis Public School and our town.
Even when I am competing at sporting events
on weekends, I feel that I am representing our
school and our community. I would feel privileged
to be able to lead our school assemblies and
any special occasion we have at school. I
would happily speak about our school and the
educational programs to all visitors. As school
Merriwa Ringer

leader, if there were any new families interested
in attending our school, it would be my honour
to show them around and answer any questions
they may have. As school leader, I would work
happily with the staff and students to make our
school an even better place. I would take all
comments (good and bad) from students to the
staff and talk these through to achieve a good
outcome for everyone. As school leader, I would
represent Cassilis Public School to the best of my
ability. I would happily attend any leadership
days that are on offer, attend sporting events
and just be a good school leader. Why do I want
to be a school leader? It’s simple. I believe that I
would be a great asset to Cassilis Public School in
a leadership role. Our motto says it all…Strive with
Pride and that is what I do every day.
Thomas Nash
Good morning teachers, parents and students.
I am Brady Nairne and I am running for school
captain for 2014. I have proudly spent all my
primary years attending Cassilis Public School and
have enjoyed every minute of it. I would make
a great school captain because I am a polite,
honest, responsible, organised and hard-working
student who is caring and helpful to all students
and staff. At all school events, functions and
assemblies I will proudly lead my school. Be safe,
be respectful and do your best - our school rules.
I always follow and I will encourage all students
to do the same. Being a good listener is very
important and as school leader I will always try
to see your problems are solved. There are many
things that make our school great but I feel these
things will make our school an even better place
to learn and have fun. To have more students
come to our school would be great. It would also
be nice to get some new play equipment and
maybe some school pets next year. Our school
leader would be a great position to have and it
would mean a lot to me. It would be hard work
but I am up for the challenge. I will always lead
with pride and respect. This year there is a lot of

competition for school captain and vice-captain
but please vote for the person that you think will
be the best school leader. Thank you very much
for listening to my speech and good luck to
everyone who is running for captain today.
Brady Nairne
PRESENTATION NIGHT
This Wednesday is our Presentation Night. This
is an important night to celebrate our students’
success. The night begins at 6.00pm and will follow
with a bbq (supplied by the P&C). Please bring a
plate of supper to share for dessert. Students are
required to wear full school uniform.
During the day on Wednesday, students can
come to school in out of school uniform. This will
help to keep the uniforms clean for Wednesday
night.
During the night, numerous awards will be given
out. These awards are decided by Mrs Burgess
and the staff and follow criteria, which is outlined
below.
•
Academic Achievement - A student who
displays overall academic achievement based
on what outcomes they are working towards and
what they are achieving
•
Strive with Pride - A student who is kind
and compassionate to others, shows respect to
all members of the community and endeavours
to achieve and challenge themselves in each
activity
•
Sporting Achievement - A student who
demonstrates sporting ability and sportsmanship
during activities
•
CWA Citizenship Award - Two students who
show care and compassion to others
•
The Coolah Sporting Club and Coolah
Roos’ Rugby Club Sports Encouragement Award Two students who show improvement, dedication
and sportsmanship in sporting
activities
•
Each KLA (Key Learning
Area) has an award for
participation and achievement.
Katie Burgess
Principal

Merriwa Ringer
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS
Dates and times for our Christmas parties:
Thursday 12 December at 9.30am
Tuesday 17 December at 9.30am
Wednesday evening at 5.20pm, this includes the
Monday, Wednesday and Friday children.

increases and we look forward to Ciara’s return to
the Activity Centre in the near future.
Ready to take off, the children had a great
ongoing experience with some great donated
resources. Imaginative play was popular as the
children watched the parachute that bellowed
above, held out by a hoop. The children gently
tugged the cords left and right, which gave the
appearance of real movement and the children
took turns climbing in and out of the large basket.
The addition to the playground has been a lot of
fun as the children experimented with a variety of
roles and have had a wildly social time.

We are excited to share a celebration for
Christmas with you and encourage a member of
your family to attend this occasion for your PreSchool child. On the evening of 18 December,
please be aware that your child attends this party
under the supervision of an adult, and please
bring along a savoury or sweet plate to share and
a soft drink for the grown ups, everything else will
be provided. Let us know if you and your child are
unable to make these events and we will get a
little package to you.
Enrolments for next year are being collated
and I have noted quite a few missing who have
received these packs. I need these enrolments
and re-enrolments verified by the end of next
week, 13 December, so please meet this deadline
to secure a place.
If you meet the new requirements for bus travel
outlined in the note for families, please be aware
that you need to approach the Pre-School for
an agreement form. These will be sent to the bus
company during the holidays and all paperwork
will need to be in order for travel to occur. I
appreciate that there are significant changes
to policy that have been agreed upon and if
you are unsure of anything please feel free to
approach an educator for clarification and we
will make our way through this transition process
together. As with anything new, I anticipate a
few hiccups, but we’ll get there in the end. I must
thank the greater parent body for their patience
and support during this tedious process. On the
whole, I believe we can all be proud of these
safety measures which are now in place for the
very youngest of our community, it’s all we want
for Christmas.
Thanks Jill and Bruce, the dynamic duo who are
among the greatest contributors to our Pre-School,
The playground looks absolutely beautiful and we
are so proud to open our gates to the community
for Christmas. We here at the Pre-School wish to
farewell Ciara, who begins her maternity leave
this week. Our very best wishes to your family as it
Page 12

Leah Folpp and
Merriwa Pre-School Educators
Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa students shine in Newcastle Herald Awards
Overall Competition Winner 2012 and 2013
Merriwa students have won the major prize “Best Overall Newspaper” in the
Newcastle Herald school newspaper competition for the second year in a row.
Competing against 96 schools from across the Hunter region, Merriwa students
shine in the newspaper competition.
Merriwa Central School students have a proud history in the Newcastle Herald
school newspaper competition. Awards include:
Best News Story (Secondary) 2011
Demmion Hilton and Lachlan Walmsley

Highly Commended

Best News Story (Secondary) 2012
Anastasia Martin

Winner

Best School Editorial (Secondary) 2011
Leah Wright-Riley and Ayla Jennings-Bade

Highly Commended

Best Young Writer (Secondary) 2012
Georgia Cameron

Highly Commended

Best Young Writer (Secondary) 2012
Anastasia Martin

Winner

Best News Story (Secondary) 2013
Demmion Hilton and Anastasia Martin

Winner

Best Overall Newspaper (Secondary) 2011

Highly Commended

Best Overall Newspaper (Secondary) 2012

Winner

Best Overall Newspaper (Secondary) 2013

Winner

“Congratulations to all students and staff on your success in the recent
Newcastle Herald school newspaper competition”
Darren Noonan
Principal

Merriwa Central School
“Valuing individual potential – achieving personal best”
Merriwa Ringer
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Anglican News
Church Services
Regular Church Services - page 30
6 December:
11.00am.

Extended

Eucharist:

Hospital

Community Wishing Tree

Caroline’s Cafe is again having the Merriwa
Community Christmas Wishing Tree.
If you would like to contribute please visit the cafe
take a gift card and purchase or donate a gift
appropriate to the age on the card and return it
to Caroline’s.
We are also having a Food Drive, so any non
perishable goods will be gratefully appreciated.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
1st Thursday monthly February to November:
Women’s Guild meeting 2.00pm
Last Friday monthly February to November: Messy
Church 3.30pm
Last Saturday monthly February to November:
Men’s breakfast - 7.30am
Saturday 7 December: Nine Lesson’s and Carols
and Parish party; bring a plate to share - 6.00pm
Sunday 22 December: Carols in the Park
Sunday 29 December: Farewell to Rev’d Mandy
and Mick School of Arts Hall. Afternoon tea 2.30pm.
Donation towards farewell gift to Rev’d Pat or
Rosalie Drew.
Reflection: The first of four candles “Hope” on
the Advent wreath were lit this week. Perhaps
you would like to light a candle too and spend
some quiet time with the Lord in this Advent as
we prepare to celebrate the Nativity of Jesus at
Christmas. Prepare ye the way……
The human race has different ways of reckoning
the year.
This week the Church begins the liturgical year.
Or “New Year Day” is the first Sunday in Advent.
The liturgical calendar revolves entirely around
Jesus Christ. Every year, the church celebrates
his whole story. Advent and Christmas focus on
his birth. The Christmas season ends with Jesus’
baptism by John the Baptist, the beginning of his
public ministry.
Rosalie Drew

All gifts and food will be divided between St.
Anne’s, Holy Trinity and St. David’s Churches for
their distribution.
We hope to have as wonderful a response as last
year.
Merry Christmas from Caroline’s Cafe,
Joanne Everitt

Merriwa Railway Society Inc

A couple of additions to our Museum section
at the railway station. We have a ticket from
Denman to Merriwa issued in 1957. Lorna Parnell
has given us a Carriage Key which was amongst
Daryl’s keepsakes.
We entered this year’s Tidy Towns Program. Last
year we were runner up in our section. This year
we missed an award. Only two are given in each
section. The winner in 2013/14 was Morpeth
Courthouse Renovation and runner up Gloucester
100 years of Railway. Our 100 years is in four years
time. The overall Town winner was Nundle.
We get a steady stream of visitors to the site and all
are very positive about the project, last Saturday
there were two groups. Others in town have
said how they and their children/grandchildren
visit and find it an easy conversation subject
to talk about our history and how trains played
such an important role in many country towns.
Maintaining our history and heritage is part of our
reason for being and why many hours are put into
the restoration. The steps at the end of both the
north and south Sidings at the Goods Shed were
completed recently.
Contact me for more information or to arrange a
visit to the inside rooms.
Bryan Baker
6548 5000
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Merriwa Relay for Life

The Relay for Life auction was a huge success with
thanks to all the wonderful people who donated
items and to all the generous buyers who attended
the evening. We managed to raise $9,300 which
is a great effort for our town. I would like to once
again thank all those who made this possible by
donating items and helping us to raise money for
the NSW Cancer Council. My apologies to anyone
that I may have missed.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Frampton Freight
Peter Lawler
SF Higgs
Bluescope Steel
One Steel
Bullivants
Blackwoods
Alexander 		
Downs
Williams 		
Concrete
Merriwa Tyre 		
Service
M Nutt 		
Contracting
La Scaletta
Merriwa Sports
Club
Dave Houlahan
Merriwa 		
Engineering
Woolbrook Rural
Industries
Landmark
Kerrie Murray
RM Property and
Livestock
Inga Keegan
Brindley Park
Welderup
Rockwell 		
Livestock and
Property
Barbra Cronin
Hunter Mutual
Repco
Anthea Wright
Vet Services
Spoon Full of 		
Sugar
Merriwa 		
Pharmacy
Mark Ryan
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Out There 		
Computers
Carolines Café
Narelle Davis
Sister Mary
Shirley Booth
Nerida Bailey
Noel and Eileen
Barwick
Merriwa 		
Newsagency
Clare Martin and
Associates
Max’s Country
Cuts
Royal Hotel 		
Merriwa
Curls and Swirls
(Dianne Mitchell)
Wear Parts 		
Services
Russell’s 		
Earthmoving
B & B on 		
Bettington
Merriwa Post 		
Office
Hair Indeed
Happy Guru
Merriwa RSL Club
Merriwa IGA
Elders
Merriwa 		
Petroleum and
Ag
Richard and 		
Jodie Magner
Bruce and Julie
Smith
Ellen Taylor
Brenda 		
Hebditch.
Christine Riley
Welderup

Message from the Editor

I have been approached by several community
members concerned that the Ringer will no
longer be published as of next year.
I am happy to confirm that there is no need to
worry - the Merriwa Ringer has a proud history
serving the community and will continue to do
so in 2014.
We have undertaken some restructuring this
year, and will continue to make modifications
to the Ringer in the coming year.
With your continued support the Merriwa Ringer
will remain a positive vehicle for a cohesive
local community.
Darren Noonan
Editor
Merriwa Ringer

ANGUS

Merriwa Rotary

PEEBLES
MEMORIAL
EDUCATIONAL
ENCOURAGEMENT BURSARY 2014

Merriwa Rotary once again is inviting students
to apply for the Angus Peebles Memorial
Encouragement Bursary.
The aim of this award is to provide financial
assistance (up to $1,500.00) to a student who is
commencing his/her education or career training
in 2014.
Application forms outlining the conditions of entry
can be obtained at the Merriwa Newsagents.
The closing date for applications is Friday 3
January 2014.
If you would like to find out more about Rotary,
our regular dinner meetings are at the Sports
Club, Tuesday nights 7.00pm for 7.30pm dinner.
Membership is open to both men and women.
Michael Wheatley

Find us on
Facebook!
Look for Merriwa Central
School’s official page!
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Gummun Place Hostel
VACANCIES

Gummun Place
vacancies!

Hostel

currently

has

two

These will fill quickly so get in touch with Suzanne
Duggan on 02 6521 7010.
Phoebe Richard

Christmas Carols in the Park

The Combined Christian Churches of Merriwa
invites you to join us for Carols In the Park on
Sunday 22 December 2013 at 7.00pm. This year
the accent will be on Books. The money proceeds
of the sausage sizzle stall will be donated to the
Little Sprouts reading programme. The Little
Sprouts reading programme is of great benefit to
encourage our children to read books.
The Bible is a book and exerts, telling the story of
Jesus birthday will be taken from the Rescue Bible,
a translation used by young people.
A small band of local musicians will perform the
Christmas carols with some young people taking
part in the Christmas Story. Santa with his candy
cones and lollies will be in attendance.
In the event of unfavourable weather conditions
the Carols in the Park event will be transferred to
the School of Arts , Bow st Merriwa.
Look forward to seeing you there.
When:

22 December at 7.00pm

Where:

Apex Park, Merriwa (near pool).
Cr. Ron Campbell

Market Day

SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER 2013 AT 9.00AM
At the Merriwa Tennis Courts, located on King
George V Avenue, Merriwa. Come find a bargain!
Brick-a-Brack, plants, cakes and much more!
Sausage sizzle and face painting for the kids. We
are also accepting any unwanted goods to sell.
To arrange pickup or delivery contact either Emily
on 0408 099 893 or Loretta on 6548 2679.
All money raised will go toward much needed
funding of new court lights. The Merriwa Tennis
Association appreciates your support!
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Hannah Walmsley

Market Day

Where:

CWA Rooms

Date:		

20 December 2013

Time:		

10.00am

News

Community Notice Board

Come have a browse! Everyone is welcome!
My Little Princess, Good Look Nails and Beauty,
Spoonful of Sugar, Phoenix Trader – Cards and
The Cheese Lady and CWA ladies cappuccinos.
Contact: Julie 0428 496 630 or Amanda 0429 485
032.
Julie Russell

Merriwa Christmas Carollers

Greetings and blessings to all merry musicians and
singers in Merriwa! Please consider joining the fun
of Carols in the Park this year!
The date for the Carols night is Sunday 22
December–7.00pm.
We are having practises every Friday night from
now on 7.00–8.30pm at the Rectory.
That way – if you can come you are welcome and
if you can’t, I’ll have set myself a practise time!
All are welcome. Looking forward to hearing from
you and making merry music!
Rev’d Mandy Wheatley

Free Christmas Lunch

Sue Wake would like to invite those that will not be
enjoying Christmas lunch with their family to enjoy
roast dinner with all the trimmings.
This will be held at the Anglican Hall in Merriwa, 25
December - 12.30pm.
All are welcome to attend. All helpers will receive
a free lunch. With treats for the children. Transport
is available.
Please book with Scott Beaven on 0439 221 774.
Scott Beaven

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/
anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of
this free service, please contact us prior to 12.00pm
Mondays.

Merriwa Ringer

Christmas Activity Pullout Page

CHEERIOS CHRISTMAS TREES RECIPE

These cute little Cheerios Christmas trees are
great to make with the kids and they will love
decorating them.
Prep Time: 1 hour

Cook Time: 40 seconds

Ingredients:
•
•
•
•

Three cups
marshmallows
Three tbsp butter
Green food
colouring
Jaffas

•
•
•

Three cups
Cheerios
Mini M&M’s ( just
the red and green
ones)
Canola spray

Method:
• In a bowl, place the marshmallows and butter
together and melt in the micowave on high
for 40 seconds. Mix well with a spoon
• Add green food colouring until you have the
colour you like
• Pour Cheerios into the marshmallow mix and
stir well to coat. Leave to cool until the mixture
becomes tacky. You may need to put it in the
fridge if it is a warm day

•

•
•

Cover a tray with baking paper. Spray your
hands with canola spray and shape the
Cheerios mixture into cones and place on the
tray
Place in the freezer for 20 minutes to firm up
Remove and decorate with red and green
M&M’s and place a Jaffa on top. The trees
will still be sticky enough for the decorations to
adhere but you may need to use a little icing
to stick the Jaffa on. I used a tube of readymade writing icing.

Notes
• Little ones will need help with the microwave
step of this recipe
• If this mixture seems a little too wet, cooling it
in the freezer is a great way to firm it up
• A light dusting of icing sugar will make it look
like you have snow on your
trees
• This recipe was created by
Jennifer Cheung for Kidspot,
Australia’s best recipe finder.
www.kidspot.com.au.

Christmas Colouring In

20
sleeps until
Christmas

Merriwa Ringer
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STOCKINGSTUFFERS
JOLLY
STOCKINGS
NORTHPOLE
TIDINGS
REINDEER
CANDY

Santa caught in a revolving door!
Can you smell carrot?
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News

Business

Merriwa Newsagency

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPOWER OFFICESMART
STORE
COMBINED BUSINESS CHRISTMAS PARTY

We hope you all enjoy the Christmas Party tonight.
SUBSCRIBE IN-STORE - PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT!
The perfect gift for Christmas is to subscribe to the
favourite magazine or newspaper for a loved one.
There are no restrictions if you do this through us.
You are not locked in to the amount you spend
or the number of issues you subscribe to. You can
get two issues or 52 issues. It is completely up to
you, come in and speak to our staff if you are
interested in this (or even just curious).
OUTBACK
This is the perfect Christmas present for someone.
It is full of Australia’s hidden gems. The latest
issue includes some of the Classic Aussie Bush
Pubs. This may seem a strange subject matter,
but as the article points out “Outback pubs are
much more than watering holes in their rural and
remote communities. They help keep a town’s
history alive, support local services and connect
residents and travellers to each other! Take a look
at Willalooka Station in South Australia and the
Harvest Ball Revival in the Chapman Valley WA.
This month features the most beautiful photo essay
of the Channel Country. It is a great magazine to
give as a gift, especially for someone who yearns
to travel the country, a friend overseas, or for
yourself!
VOUCHERS
Even though many of us do not like the idea of
giving vouchers as presents, there are certain
people who are just impossible to buy for. What
do you get a 14 year old who already has three
of everything? We have iTunes vouchers, on-line
games vouchers, phone credit and more. It may
seem boring but it is sometimes necessary. We
also have in-store gift certificates available to
give as a Christmas gift. As we carry stationery,
magazines, toys, cards and books, it makes sense
to get a gift voucher for that extra difficult person!
CHRISTMAS CARDS
It is time to start sending Christmas cards. I love
receiving cards in the mail (especially since the
only other mail we get these days are bills). It is for
this reason that I always like to send them. They are
a great way to catch up with friends you haven’t
seen for a long time and family you won’t get to
Merriwa Ringer

see on the day. All of our boxed cards are of high
quality and come in many different designs and
sizes. They also make a donation to the Make A
Wish Foundation when you buy a set. Therefore,
you are supporting a worthy charity when you buy
them. It is time to send them now, as the longer
you leave it, the less likely it is to arrive on time.
Provider of Telstra and Optus phones, SIM cards,
phone and internet credit.
EFTPOS available.
Neville and Leanne Hook

Merriwa Pharmacy
THE FACE OF MEN’S HEALTH

Master criminal Dr Fu Manchu was a fictional
criminal introduced to literature in the early
part of the last century. The not-so-good doctor
subsequently appeared on radio, in cinema
and TV and became a model for the evil genius
depicted so frequently since films such as the
James Bond series.
Most recently several Australian cricketers
resembled the fearsome Fu Manchu by growing
his trademark moustache. This scary sight which
confronted the English team is no doubt the main
reason Australia was victorious in the first of the
“Ashes” test matches. Perhaps for the sake of
Australia’s sporting reputation we will have to
continue the concept of Movember right through
summer! Of course, moustaches now come in
many shapes and sizes; although, the toothbrush
style, favoured by such “famous” people as Adolf
Hitler, Charlie Chaplin and Robert Mugabe, has
understandably, gone out of fashion.
The idea of a month when clean shaven men
are encouraged to change their daily ritual and
grow a moustache began in Melbourne in 2003;
and is now a global phenomenon promoting
an increased awareness of men’s health
problems generally and, in Australia, specifically
prostate cancer and male mental health. Similar
campaigns are now held at this time in the United
Kingdom, Ireland, Europe, The United States,
Canada, South Africa and New Zealand.
The appearance of more moustaches at this
time of the year should be a reminder that men’s
health remains a concern all year round.
According to the Men’s Health Australia website,
compared with women, Australian men of all
ages are less healthy and, therefore, do not enjoy
as good a quality of life as they should. All chronic
conditions such as obesity, cancer, diabetes and
heart disease occur more frequently in men. And
it probably comes as no surprise to learn that men
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generally indulge in more risky behaviour than do
women; and this behaviour pattern has been the
case for many centuries.
Even when young men survive their aggressive
adolescence, they are still more likely to indulge in
dangerous lifestyle pursuits – smoking, eating and
drinking to excess and exercising too little. Also,
self esteem, or lack of it, has an effect on men’s
health; a critical issue in times of employment and
financial uncertainty. When men feel they have
no control over their lives they are sometimes
burdened with feelings of guilt and shame.
One out of every six men suffers from depression at
any one time; and men are more likely to suicide
than women. Also, men often do not recognise
the symptoms of depression, and so do not seek
help.
The Pharmaceutical Society (PSA) has produced
a Fact Card titled Depression. It’s one of a series
on mental health issues which includes topics
such as: Anxiety, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder,
Sleeping Problems and Relaxation Techniques.
There is also a Self Care Fact Card on Prostate
Problems, which are common for men to develop
as they get older. Of course, prostate problems
don’t necessarily mean prostate cancer.
Furthermore, some types of prostate cancer are
very slow growing and may not cause significant
problems; but other forms of prostate cancer
grow quickly and are life-threatening. Check
out the Prostate Problems Fact Card, and if you
experience any of the symptoms listed, consult
your doctor. In any event, have a prostate check
if you’re over the age of 50.
The Fact Cards are available from Merriwa
Pharmacy. You can also access up-to-date
and evidence-based advice on healthy living
and what health services are available at www.
healthinsite.gov.au/mens-health. You don’t have
to wear a moustache to log in.
Robert Smith

Curls and Swirls

To the Customers of Curls and Swirls,

I would like to inform my valued clients and friends
that as of Friday 6 December 2013 I am retiring
from Curls and Swirls Hairdressing.
I am pleased to announce that Curls and
Swirls will still operate under the ownership and
management of Brodie Jones. Brodie has recently
moved to Merriwa and has a wealth of experience
from the Newcastle and Central Coast areas.
I would like to thank all my valued clients and
friends for all the years of patronage you have
given me.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
Dianne Mitchell
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT STARTING10 DECEMBER
Newcastle hairdresser with 10 years experience!
Colours, hair extentions, coloured foils, mens,
ladies and kids cuts available.
Pensioners discounts also available!
Phone 6548 2499 mob 0420 692 093.
Brodie Jones

Elders Merriwa

Christmas Trading Hours

Tuesday 24 December – Open 8.00am until 		
				1.00pm
Wednesday 25 December – Closed
Thursday 26 December –

Closed

Friday 27 December –
Open 8.00am until 		
				1.00pm
Monday 30 December – Open 8.00am until 		
				5.00pm
Tuesday 31 December – Open 8.00am until 		
				5.00pm
Wednesday 1 January –

Download the free
Merriwa Central
School App.
MCS in touch with
our community!

Closed

Thursday 2 January –
Open 8.00am until 		
				5.00pm
Friday 3 January – 		
Open 8.00am until 		
				5.00pm
The staff at Elders would like to wish all our clients
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Kayla Mullen
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Plough Inn to Cassilis

OPEN: FRIDAY,

SATURDAY, SUNDAY
4.00PM

10.00AM-

OTHER TIMES BY ARRANGEMENT
With only a few weeks left until Christmas, why not
come and have a browse at our gift selection.
In addition to the lovely Polli jewellery we have
a selection of Brazilian jewellery that also uses
recycled materials to make stunning eye catching
pieces.
We also have a new range of soft toys handmade
by Magnolia Rose. These beautiful pieces are
made from 100% cotton and are colourful and
lovely to feel.
The range of quality used furniture is ever
changing, so come and check out some of the
new pieces.
We will be closed for an annual break from 23
December and re-open on 31 January. There are
lots of activities planned for February including
workshops and a photographic exhibition. More
details next week.
Linda Gant

Merriwa Auto Electrical
FAN BELTS

We have an extensive range of fan belts, including
Gates, Bosch and Dayco brands. If we don’t have
the one you need, we can order it for you.
BATTERIES
It is interesting that many people passing through
can’t believe they can buy a quality Australian
made Century battery for such a reasonable price.
We have a large range suitable for mowers, cars,
motorbikes, trucks and agricultural machinery.
SOLAR PANELS
We have in stock small solar panels (and suitable
fittings and connections) suitable for trickle
charging a vehicle that is used infrequently (eg:
tractors, bulldozers); maintain 12V lighting systems
in shed; camping equipment; electric fences;
pumps and for stock yard lighting systems.
Bookings are essential when you require work on
your equipment.
Opening hours: Monday to Friday 8.30am to
5.30pm Saturday 9.00am to 12 noon. Phone
6548 2114.
Sally Hagley
Merriwa Ringer

Di’s Clothing Patch

STREET CHRISTMAS PARTY TODAY!
For the day/night of the street Christmas party
only there will be a range of bargains selected
from different departments throughout the store.
These include handbags, wallets, cushions, kids
shoes and men’s polos just to name a few.
As Christmas is sneaking up quickly, so for men that
have everything we have some great gift ideas
such as double pocket short and long sleeve
cotton shirts, summer weight dressing gowns and
pj’s, shorts and polo’s, double plug thongs, Akubra
and Brigalow hats. And that old backup gift, work
socks, underpants and hankies
For the men out there not knowing what to buy
for the special ladies in his life, we can help with
selecting that lovely gift and we will also happily
gift wrap it for you. Handbags, wallets, dresses,
shorts, shirts, 3/4 pants, summer shoes, summer
hats, gift sets and even some lacey lingerie! If it
all gets too much or for those last minute gifts we
have gift voucher that can be used storewide.
With all the Christmas party and work Secret
Santa’s we have with all of the yummy things from
the pudding ladies short bread, white Christmas,
salad dressing, sauces and marinades that can
be found on our gift table. Plus sweet smelling
soaps, notebooks cosmetic bags and lots more in
store that won’t bust the budget.
For that more personalised gift we have a special
offer this Christmas, buy any bath towel and we
will embroider a name for a special price, in a
great range of colours.
The Street Christmas party starts at 4.30pm, be sure
you come down and support the local businesses.
Di Inder

Cross Country Merriwa

Cross Country Merriwa’s workshop will be closed
between 23 December-2 January 2014.
Cross Country Merriwa Service Station will be
closed Christmas Day only! Please remember to
advise friends and relatives travelling on the road.
Last minute gift ideas can be found instore!
NRMA office will be closed Public Holidays only!
For NRMA help phone 131 111.
Have a very merry and safe Christmas from the
team at Cross Country Merriwa.
Zoe Nairne
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Woolbrook Rural Industries

I have described our banking system as but
one example, though a very critical one, of
the inefficiencies rampant in the Australian
economy for up to a hundred years or more till
three successive governments (Whitlam, Hawke,
Howard) introduced substantial and long overdue
reforms. However, banking reforms were only
some of many which either directly or indirectly,
and in different ways, had the effect of making
Australia a much more productive country as
almost every facet of our economy became
more competitive. They vindicated the so called
“Supply Side” theories as being correct, and were
a huge factor in our twenty odd years of sustained
growth and living standards accompanied by an
absence of serious inflation and recessions till the
GFC struck towards the end of 2008. Even then
our robust economy, together with the mining
boom and the rise of China, has so far given us
a dream run through the worst global recession
(depression?) since the Great Depression of 19291939. These reforms percolated right through
our economy, and it would probably not go
amiss to describe one or two others which,
though minor, suggest how deeply those reforms
penetrated and how much they were needed.
At the time so called “dargs” were often enforced at
abattoirs, i.e. when the employees had processed
a fixed number of carcasses they knocked off for
the day, so there was obviously an incentive for it to
be reached as soon as possible. Just as obviously,
there was little incentive for the proprietors of the
abattoir to make any improvements in practices
or equipment, because that would only enable
everyone to go home earlier. Therefore the
possibility of increased efficiency resulting in
cheaper meat for Australians and the world and
more competitive Australian exports was lost till the
darg was eliminated. There were similar situations
in the mining industry, and I recall one instance
where a mine replaced three small coal loaders
with a much larger and more efficient one, and
there was a strike, though unsuccessful, because
the union believed that all those operating the
three smaller units must be retained to operate
the one bigger one. The agricultural industries are
no different, as farmers have been forced to buy
equipment from posthole diggers and chain saws
to much bigger tractors, harvesters and other
machinery running into millions of dollars, though
the end result often did no more than enable
them to stay level with other farmers world wide.
It is a very competitive world we all live in, it is
becoming more so, and we ignore that at our peril.
There seems to be at least two immutable political
certainties in most democracies including Australia.
Firstly, no matter how good a government is, no
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matter how well it governs, eventually either it
grows tired or the voters get tired of it (or both),
and this has been almost a constant in our country
since WW2. The only exception is Menzies record
breaking time as prime minister, and even there
I doubt he would have remained for as long as
he did except that the splinter Labor Party, the
Democratic Labor Party, made its parent party
unelectable for years. The second immutable
political certainty is that disunity in a party is death,
nevertheless after a few years Governments often
start fighting within themselves for leadership.
Examples are Hawke versus Keating, Howed
versus Costello, and Rudd versus Gillard. Nor are
oppositions exempt and an opposition leader
who does not deliver government, or at least the
prospect of it, to his parliamentary colleagues
within a reasonable time will not last very
long. I could give a long list of these, including
Evatt, Caldwell, Peacock, Howard, Beazley
and Turnbull, but I am sure you get the picture.
The Howard government which followed Keating,
with Howard becoming the second longest
serving Prime Minister since WW2, was finally
voted out of office for both the above reasons,
i.e. discord over the leadership between Howard
and Costello, and the voters simply feeling it was
time for a change. The Howard government was
also a reforming government, though I felt that
whereas Keating had concentrated on reforms
which did not offend traditional Labor voters
too much, Howard tended to do much the
same but with reforms which he hoped would
not offend Coalition voters. In any case, and
certainly by Howard’s end, most of the fairly easy
reforms had been attended to which left only
the more difficult ones. It seemed to me that the
Government which followed, led by Rudd, then
Gillard, then Rudd again, was so dysfunctional, so
involved in fighting within itself, and so hampered
by having to govern with a minority government
dependant on the Greens and several
independents, that it was neither interested in
nor capable of implementing further reforms. This
is evident in the fact that over the last ten years
or so the rate of productivity increase in Australia
(i.e. the amount all Australians produce per
hour, day or year worked, an obviously critically
important statistic) has been declining. Another
important statistic shows that over the last ten
years or so our national growth rate, which must
be at least about 3% per year to maintain our
employment rate, has also slipped badly by our
standards, though not by world standards, since
the GFC. If these trends continue, for whatever
reason, our competitiveness compared to the
rest of the world, our living standards, and our
employment figures will gradually be eroded.
Max Wurker
Merriwa Ringer

P: Scone Office 6540 1100 P: Merriwa Office 6521 7000 P: Murrurundi Office 6540 1350
E: council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au W: www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au

A Quality Rural Lifestyle in a vibrant, caring & sustainable community

COUNCIL CHRISTMAS CLOSURE
Council Offices and Centre Closures
The three (3) administration centres, libraries,
childcare centres, and all other commercial
centres will be closed from 12 noon on Tuesday,
24 December 2013 and reopen on the Thursday,
2 January 2014.
Scone Visitor Information and Horse Centre, and
Merriwa Visitor Information and Community
Technology Centre will be closed Christmas day
only, with Council Youth Centre closed from 21
December 2013 to week commencing January
2014.
Upper Hunter Shire Council would like to wish all
community members and their families a very
Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New
Year.

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND
ASSESSMENT ACT 1979
NOTICE OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
Council
has
received
the
following
development applications which may be
inspected during office hours until 4.30pm
Thursday 12 December 2013.
DA No:
Applicant:
Location:
Proposal:

201/2013
Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd.
Lots 1 & 2 DP228741
76-78 Vennacher St Merriwa
Subdivision of two (2) lots into four
(4) lots.

Comments or objections are invited from any
affected person in regard to the proposals. All
submissions must be submitted to the General
Manager in writing within the inspection period
above.
Reasons for objection must be
specified.
Note: Complying developments & those
complying with Council’s Development Control
Plan for Public Notification & Advertising are not
advertised
nor
are
adjoining/affected
landowners notified.
The community can check the current status of
a development application on Council’s
website: www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au
Note: The site is updated on a fortnightly basis
Merriwa Ringer

MERRIWA STREET CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
4.30PM TO 7.30PM THURSDAY 5 DECEMBER
FROM 4.30PM BE ENTERTAINED BY
SPARKLES THE CLOWN
Sparkles provides a range of craft activities for
the kids, from making juggling balls out of rice
and balloons, frogs on a stick, beaded floral
necklaces, pirate eye patches and more –
quick and easy craft that they can make in a
number of minutes and walk away with. Balloon
modeling – very popular with the kids, make
hats andanimals out of balloons. Tricks, lolly
pops and treats handed out.
FROM 5.00PM MERRIWA’S MEN’S SHED WILL BE
COOKING UP A STORM
SANTA CLAUSE WILL BE ARRIVING FROM THE
NORTH POLE AT ABOUT 6.00PM
Santa will be available for photographs and will
be handing out a gift bag to those who have
been nice.
CAROLING IN THE STREETS
FREE ICY POLES FROM SANTA
CHRISTMAS MUSIC BY JAMES BETTINGTON
RADIO 98.1 POWER FM LIVE BROADCAST FROM
2.00PM TO 6.00PM
CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
SHOP LOCAL CAMPAIGN—RAFFLE PRIZE OVER
$800.00
MUST BE PRESENT TO CLAIM THE PRIZE
P: Liam Garment 6521 7046

DECEMBER MEETING SCHEDULE
Development & Environmental Services
Committee
Tuesday 10 December 2013, 10.00am
Works & Technical Services Committee
Tuesday 10 December 2013, 1.00pm
Community Services Committee
Tuesday 10 December 2013, 4.00pm
Finance Committee
Friday 13 December 2013, 1.00pm
Ordinary Council Meetings
Monday 16 December 2013, 5.00pm
All meetings are held at Council’s Administration
Centre, Scone, unless otherwise stated.
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Clearing Sale

‘Eurella’ 1080 Idaville Rd Merriwa
Saturday 14 December - 10.30am Start

A/C: ‘The Willows’ and ‘Eurella’ (both properties sold)
Plant and Equipment: Kubota 4wd Tractor with cab M4030 53hp Nell front end loader
650kg, husqvarna zero turn 24hp Mower, husqvarna ride on mower, John Deere ride on
mower, Rondini Super Spreader 3pl PTO, Hardi 3pl PTO 850L boom spray, Six foot slasher,
8x6 Box trailer with crate, 7x5 Box trailer, Maxi kart quad trailer, Fire fighting unit BRS Motor,
100L quad spray tank & electric motor, 200L Rapid spray unit,, quad slasher 10.5hp B/S
motor, wire spinner, post dolly, 2 x drum pourer, drum pump, husqvarna 460 chainsaw,
husqvarna 450 rancher chainsaw, Electric fence reels and tape, large quantity of metal piping
and old steel posts, concrete trough, 4 x hay feeder, 10 x sheep panels, whipper snipper,
edge trimmer, wheelbarrow, pressure cleaner, spot light, jump start pack, spotlight with roof
mount, battery charger, Jerry cans, saw horses
Vehicles and Bikes: Mitsubishi Triton Ute 2005 124,000 Km, Kawasaki workhorse quad
360cc X 2, Yamaha 350 4quad bike,1997 Toyota land cruiser 87,000K, old Mazda ute,
Workshop Equipment: Electric Circular saw on stand with bench, Large disc/belt sander,
Hafco Milling & Drill Machine model RF30, wood fast bench saw with carbatech exhaust
system, super jaws saw horse, electric cement mixer, Air compressor 2.2hp, Revolution air
compressor, Suyama welder/genset 15hp petrol motor, Assorted woodwork tools, quad tool
box, ramps, assortment of garden tools, Assortment of power tools, timber work bench,
shelving, large tool box, large tool box on tray, old metal lathe, old disc/belt sander, old
exhaust system, old band saw
Sundry: Stock saddle x 2, heavy duty Angle Iron, 305 x .7m long line Zincalum x 15, RHD
75x50x1.6 x 27, ATV carry box, colour bond neeta post x 13, colour bond high front gutter
18m, clay target trap, 1/2 box targets, numerous small feeders, feed bin, numerous small
feeders
Terms: Payment strictly cash or approved cheque on the day, NO eftpos, ID required, number system to Operate
Catering: Merriwa Little Athletics
Directions: From Merriwa follow the Golden Highway West for approx 11kms, Turn right onto Idaville Rd and follow for
approx 10km, ‘Eurella’ is located on the right

For photos visit www.rma.com.au (Select Clearing Sales / Central NSW)
For further information please contact the Selling Agents
Office: (02) 6548 2008
Huw Llewelyn: 0429 482 291
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Merriwa Ringer

Community
Adverts

Sports Club
Christmas Party
Saturday 14 december
6.30pm for 7.00pm
Chinese / Australian

HUGE GARAGE SALE
Tools, furniture and
household items
Saturday 7 December
not before 8.00am
118 Halls Road, Merriwa

Menu includes Entrée’s, Soup, Mains
including Sate’ king prawn
skewers, ham, chicken and fresh prawns
+ desserts

Ph. 0413724232

SEAFOOD FOR
CHRISTMAS
‘OUTSIDE THE ROYAL
HOTEL’
Tuesday 24 December - 8.00am
till 11.00am
No Orders taken After 16 Dec
Email: freshseafood@iprimus.com.
au
Kent and Family wish you all
a Very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year and would
like thank all of you for your
continued patronage.
PLEASE NOTE: Back on Wed.
15 Jan. 2014

Dance to “KYDA”
Tickets $25.00pp
Children under 12 years
$15.00pp

Times Fortnightly 8.00am 11.00am

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
Muswellbrook NSW 2333

jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au

Ph: 6541 5331
Fax: 6541 0330

37 Muswellbrook Road Merriwa Offers Around $135,000

Offered as is this home is an ideal renovator. There are 4 big bedrooms and good
size sunroom at the front of the house. The living room has a combustion fire +
RC Air. The kitchen is large and has enough room for eat in dining. The block is
1937sqm, has a single garage and a garden shed.

145 Bettington Street Merriwa

$159,000

2 Gooch Street Merriwa

$115,000

Situated in the Main Street this is an ideal property from someone who likes to
walk instead of drive. The home has two large bedrooms with the option of a
3rd with a little renovation. The lounge is a good size and features RC Air Con
and a combustion fire. There is also a second living area. The kitchen is in very
good condition and has a big dining room attached. At the rear of the home is
a covered deck overlooking the fully fenced yard which has a single garage plus
a workshop.

Situated on a large 1214sqm block this home is ripe for renovation. The cottage
is clad in ripple iron and is structurally solid as a rock. There is a large kitchen
with combustion fire, lounge with an open fire place, one big bedroom plus two
sleep outs which are used as bedrooms.

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au
Merriwa Ringer
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Businesses

Di & Mark Killen,
Cannock Pastoral
Company, ‘Papanui’,
Merriwa, NSW, 2329
Telephone:
(02) 6548 2493

PLOUGH INN TO
CASSILIS

La Scaletta

Merriwa Relay for Life

PIZZERIA

Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th November 2013

16 Buccleugh St Cassilis
(opposite the pub)

Traditional Wood-fired pizza

Cafe/Gallery/Quality Used
Furniture
Friday - Sunday 10.00am –
4.00pm or by arrangement
Phone 6376 220/ email
ploughinntocassilis@
gmail.com

Melaleuka Rural Services
Horse Breaking

Equine Dentistry

Shoeing & Trimming

Agistment

Problem Horses

Contract Mustering

Property Management

Contract Fencing

In Owner’s Absence

Horses For Sale

Phone 0429131339

www.melaleukaruralservices.com

Friday 6pm – late
Saturday 6pm – late
Call us for your next function!
(02) 6548 3005

Chair: Ray McConnell
(02) 6548 2077 / 0458 482 899

0419 252 257 Robert
robert.marchese@bigpond.com

MERRIWA PAINTING
& DECORATING
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
FREE QUOTES

Under New
Management

Friendly service with 25 years
experience
Fully insured
KYM DANIEL
ph- 0409 015 678

Russell’s Earthmoving
EXCAVATION

Owner Operators since 1960

EARTHWORKS

EXCAVATORS
DOZERS
WATER TRUCKS

Merriwa
0417506769

Pty Ltd

HAULAGE

LOW LOADER
GRADER
TRUCKS & DOGS

Ph: 6548 2246
Fx: 6548 2629
6 Gooch St Merriwa 2329

CURTIS GANT IRVING
SOLICITORS
Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890
PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE:
Property Law/Subdivisions

Criminal Law

Conveyancing

Litigation & Court appearances

Accident Claims

Business Law & Leases

Wills and Estates

Family Law

Powers of Attorney

General Legal Work

59 BROOK STREET

86 BETTINGTON

MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333

MERRIWA NSW 2329

Muswellbrook 02 6543 2433			
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Merriwa 02 6548 2205
Merriwa Ringer

R & M Moore

Rural Support Services
Your local comprehensive rural contracting service

 All types of rural fencing - metal & timber
 Property maintenance
 Mustering and all associated cattle work
 Property management

Phone:
Email:

65482992
rmbcdmoo@bigpond.net.au

Phone Roger on
0427 153 446

Multi Award Winning
Local Solar Company

Woolbrook Rural Industries
Max Wurcker 6548 2150

CEC Accredited Solar Specialist in:
 PV Grid Connect
 PV Stand Alone
 Solar Hot Water
 Solar Water Pumping
 Solar Maintenance
 Solar Repairs
SPECIAL prices for
Upper Hunter Customers
PO Box 141 DENMAN NSW 2328
PHONE: 02 6547 1100

Nearly everything for farmers at rock bottom
prices! Conventional & electric fencing, pumps,
spraying equipment, poly & PVC pipes,
generators, tanks, silos etc
Visit our very comprehensive website:
www.woolbrookrural.com.au

Local prime lucerne hay for all your stock needs!
Small square and round bales available now!
Please phone Richard on 0467 706 220.
Pick up or delivery can be arranged.

Merriwa Ringer
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MERRIWA TOURIST
WELCOMING CENTRE
& MENS’ SHED
Arts, Crafts, farm produce!
Clean toilets!
CENTRE:
Open every day
09.30am – 2.30pm
MENS’ SHED:
Every Thursday
10.00 onwards
President: J. Alker
Secretary: E. Shipway
Tel: 6548 3201













 





 





 

 





 
 
 

































Boutique Salon Providing
Professional Hair and Makeup
Services.
Opening Hours:Tuesday 10am—5.30pm
Wednesday & Friday 9am—5.30pm
Thursday 9am—Late by Appointment
Come Visit Hayley or Call 6548 2666

NEWSPOWER &
OFFICESMART
AGENT
Neville and Leanne Hook

 65 482 031
 mwanews@bigpond.com
www.merriwanewsagency.com.au
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Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa Branch & District Council
“...a strong and united voice for our
members on issues that affect their
business, farms and families.”
President:
Patrick Ryan 0428 485 090
Secretary/Treasurer:
Aileen Hogan 0455 455 760

0488 727 032

www.nswfarmers.org.au

Custom Made
Kitchens

SPONSORS FOR 2014
Why not think about coming on board in
2014 and support the Merriwa Ringer, now
in production for over 20 years!
It is easy to do, just contact the office at
the Merriwa Central School on 6548 2119
and we will assist you!
Merriwa Ringer
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Medical

DR NOMAN JAWAAD
Medical Practice
Cnr Brisbane &
MacKenzie Streets
Merriwa
Open Monday, Wednesday
Open
Monday
– Friday8am
8am- –5pm
5.00pm
and
Thursday
For appointments
please phone
6532 5013

MICK GOODLET
PAINTING

Coolah’s
leading
painter and decorator
Established in Coolah in
1974
Obligation free quotes
available
Lic R88907
Ph: 0427 771 568
6377 1568

Catholic Parish

Churches

Merriwa & Cassilis
WEEKEND MASSES

St Anne’s Merriwa

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday ‐ Sat 6.00pm
2nd & 4th Sunday ‐ Sun 8.30am

St Joseph’s Cassilis

2nd & 4th Sunday ‐ 10.00am

Parish Priest ‐ 6548 2086

Convent ‐ 6548 2123
St Vincent de Paul ‐ 6548 3092
Merriwa Springtime Show
September 20th,21st & 22nd 2013

Groups

Proudly supported by

President: Rob Tindall 0427 761 159
Secretary: Toni Jones 0498 378 500
secretary@merriwashow.com.au
Treasurer: Allen Reed 0428 513 113
www.merriwashow.com.au

Schools

Merriwa Central
School

P&F President - Dermot
Shannon

Primary Campus:
6548 2101
Secondary Campus:
6548 2119

Our Centre is open Monday Friday and caters for children
2-5 years.
Providing Quality Early
Childhood Education

Enquiries Welcome
Ph 6548 2083
Fax 6548 2480

Sporting

MERRIWA FITNESS CENTRE
Mondays 5.30pm
Tuesday 6.00pm
Wednesday 5.30pm
Personal Training at your
own home or at the Gym
also available.
Other classes available

Annie Rodgers
0408 482 778
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President: David Cameron
6548 7272
Secretary: Megan Richards
0427 437 743
Treasurer: Pauline Lawler
0400 482 444

Merriwa Ringer

Merriwa Touch Football
Wednesday Nights

Junior and Senior Comp

LITTLE ATHLETICS
2013/14 season training
from 5.30 to 6.30pm
Merriwa No. 2 Oval
(throughout Terms 4 & 1)

26 April 2014

Enquiries to: Tash Taaffe
6548 5002 or email:
tashholden@bigpond.com

6548 2998

President: Tina Taylor
Senior Vice President: Trent
Cooper
Secretary: Barbra Eipper
Treasurer: Brad Hunt

For more information contact
6548 2124 after hours.

News

Clubs

CLUBS

Merriwa Sports Club

The Sports Club provides a wide range of
benefits for members and guests.
Mondays - Happy Hour - 4.00pm to 5.00pm
- Social Darts - 7.00pm
Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm
Thursdays - 7.00pm Bingo and Super 39
Fridays - Happy Hour - 5.00pm to 7.00pm and free
raffles - nine prizes
Saturdays - Monster Raffle selling from 7.45pm,
40 prizes plus winners jackpot, dinner draw and
Saturday badge draw
Sundays - Members badge draw plus three raffles
choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.
Markets fourth Sunday each month from 10.00am
winter, and 9.00am (Daylight Saving Time). New
stalls are always welcome.
Last Sunday each month - Smorgasbord all you
can eat Chinese entree, mains and desserts.
Merriwa Ringer

Casual Bowls and Golf also available.
WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday 30 November 2013
Saturday Members Draw no 345 not won next
week $280.00
Winners Jackpot not won drawn next week
$420.00.
Free Tickets: 		
Eva Towler
Dinner: 		
John Rindfleish
Monthly Prize:
Beatrice Voysey
Bowls Raffle: 		
Marissa Edens
Sunday 1 December 2013
Sunday Members draw no 23 not won next week
$1100.00.
TRANSPORT SERVICE IS AVAILABLE FRIDAY
Don’t take the risk and drive when for $3.00 per
person you can be chauffeured home.
To access the transport service you must book
through the Sports Club to check availability of
the service.
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DON’T FORGET BINGO
Every Thursday night commences 7.00pm.
Win Sporties vouchers for meat and other business
houses plus SUPER 39 $100 gift voucher.
DON’T FORGET SOCIAL DARTS
Mondays 7.00pm draw for partners. All welcome.
THE SPORTIES
Chinese/Australian Restaurant - Smorgasbord last
Sunday in the month.
All you can eat entree, main and dessert.
Shan and Jinna also have lunch time specials.
Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12 noon
to 2.00pm. Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.30pm
to 9.00pm. Closed Mondays. Reopens 5.00pm
Tuesday. For bookings and take away - call 6548
3228.
THE SPORTIES ENTERTAINMENT LINE UP
Entertainment
Saturday 14 December
Club Christmas Party
Chinese/Australian smorgasbord.
Dance to KYDA.
6.30pm for 7.00pm
Tickets $25, under 12 $15
under 3 free.
Please book before 8 December
Friday Twilight Mixed Mufti is back
Fridays 6.00pm start.
Come along, have a fun evening and maybe win
a prize.
Markets
Sunday 22 December 10.00am
Smorgasbord
Sunday 29 December.
John Rindfleish
LADIES BOWLS NEWS
On Monday 2 December the Club was host to
the Upper Hunter District Christmas meeting and
luncheon. We hope everyone enjoyed the day.
Beatrice Voysey
GOLF NEWS
No news is good news!
Andrew Medway

Cassilis Bowling Club
Friday night Snack Bar
Affordable family meals.
Friday night raffles
Meat trays, Vegetable trays, Schooner Draw,
Joker Draw, Members Draw and Vegetable trays.
Last week’s results
Members Draw: No results this week
Joker Draw: no results this week
TWILIGHT BOWLS WINNERS
No results this week.
Bookings: Cassilis Bowling Club 6376 1002.
Hilary Parker

Merriwa RSL Club

The Members Lucky Badge for $500.00 was not
won on Friday at 8.30pm, the number was 342,
this week it jackpots to $550.00.
The 7.00pm draw for $140.00 was not won the
number was 113, this week it jackpots to $160.00.
The 9.00pm draw for $140.00 was not won the
number was 423, this week it jackpots to $160.00.
LTPS/13/04473.
The Sunday Morning Badge Draw for $1100.00 was
not won last week the number was 560, this week
it jackpots to $1150.00 and will be drawn between
11.30am and 1.30pm and you must be present to
win the money. LTPS/13/04473.
The Friday 8.30pm badge draw and the Sunday
badge draw both now commence at $500.00.
COMING EVENTS
Sunday 22 December - RSL Club Christmas
luncheon, cold meats and salads.
The Club currently has a Christmas Raffle running;
tickets are $1.00 each and are on sale from the
bar.
First - Sound dock digital music system
Second - Spit roaster
Third - four piece caras wicker outdoor lounge
setting.
Saturday 19 July 2014 - The Beach Boyz Tribute
Show.
Matt Morgan
Secretary/Manager
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News

Sporting

Merriwa Little Athletics

After being rained off two Mondays in a
row it was great to get back into training
last week. Lots of parent help made for a fabulous
session. Special thanks to Leanne Hunt who did
a fine job with the tiny tots and Jodie Wilton
who made light work of the shot put getting lots
of throws recorded, Roger Moore and Richard
Magner who were brilliant high jump officials!
For any mums and dads that would like to help
out at training you are all very welcome. The
more help we have, the easier it is to break up the
age groups to run more specialised sessions and
develop skills. Catch up with Tash if you’d like to
join in.
So great to see more new faces on the track this
week. If you haven’t already registered, look
out for Zoe Jamieson (our fabulous registrar)
who will be able to give you the forms we need
completed to keep us covered for insurance etc
of all athletes.
Thank you to CRT/Merriwa Petroleum and Ag.
for giving our Club the opportunity to fundraise
by catering for a clearing sale at 1080 Idaville
Road next Saturday, 14 December. If anyone has
any time to assist with serving, the bbq or even
making a few muffins/slices for us to sell it would
be greatly appreciated. All money raised will go
towards purchasing some new hurdles (which at
$139 each, is a lot of sausage sizzles...but thanks
to this great opportunity we might get a few more
sooner!)
I can hardly believe the term is nearly gone
already with Monday 16 December our last
training session for 2013, see you all after training
around the bbq.
Contact: 6548 5002 or tashholden@bigpond.com,

Merriwa Pony Club
The date has been set for our end of year Christmas
Party for this Sunday 8 December from 11.30am at
the Merriwa Showground.
Bring along some chairs or picnic rug, sunscreen,
swimmers and towel for those that want to swim
in the river.
If every family could also bring along a special
something (a la Christmas present) for their child/
ren as well as a plate of nibbles, sweets or slices
to share and drinks - the Club will provide a bbq,
meat and cordial for the kids.
A special guest will be riding in on his trusty steed...
dressed in red... we are all wondering WHO that
might be?! You’ll just have to come along and
see...
If you havent already done so, please RSVP
TODAY to Amanda Attenborough on bkhluv@
hotmail.com so we can finalise catering.
Thanks,
Tash Taaffe
Merriwa Pony Club – Publicity Officer

Merriwa Rugby League Football
Club

The Merriwa Rugby League Football Club held its
AGM on 27 October and the following positions
have been filled.
President – Matt Morgan
Vice President – Mark Kirkland
Junior Vice President – Lee Cronin
Secretary/Treasure – Vacant
Positions are now being called for Reserve Grade
Coach, Ladies League Tag Coach, and U’18’s
Coach.
We are also seeking anyone that is interested in
First Aid and/or League Safe.
If you may be interested in any of these positions
please contact Matt on 0417 791 628 or submit an
application to PO Box 147 Merriwa NSW 2329, and
address it to the President MRLFC.

Find us on

Matt Morgan
President MRLFC

Facebook!
Look for Merriwa Central
School’s official page!
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Merriwa Touch Football

CHRISTMAS PARTY
The last games for 2013 will be on the 18 December
and the current committee have decided to hold
a Christmas Party. Games will run as per usual with
each registered player receiving a ticket for a free
sausage, juniors will receive a sausage and drink.
Extra sandwiches can be purchased for $1.00.
Santa will arrive at 8.00pm at the Sports Club with
the juniors receiving a lolly bag. Seniors tickets (no
juniors can enter) will be placed in a draw for a
half ham which will be drawn at the end of the
final game, also at the Sports Club (giving time
for the seniors to get their sausage sandwich and
placing their ticket in the draw). The winner must
be present to get the ham and will be drawn until
won. We hope that all can attend to thank Merriwa
Sports Club for becoming the Major Sponsor for
Merriwa Touch 2013-2014 competition.
COMING EVENTS
Wednesday 18 December - Touch Football
Christmas Party.
ROUND 8 - 11 DECEMBER
6.00pm:
F1
Welderup v Bowling		
F2
Blue v Red			
6.45pm:
F1
E-Lemon v Blood, Sweat
F2
Yellow v Green		

Ref Tyre Service
Ref ROAR
Ref Incred-e
Ref ROAR

7.30pm:
F1
Tyre Service v RHC		
Ref ROAR
F2
Pink Bitz v Incred-e		
Ref E-Lemon
8.15pm:
F1
ROAR v Beau knows		
Ref RHC
F2
Half Witz v Toogie		
Ref Blood
Bye
Smooth Operators and Royal Hotel.
ROUND 9 - 18 DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS PARTY
6.00pm:
F1
ROAR v Royal		
Ref Warriors
F2
Yellow v Red			
Ref ROAR
6.45pm:
F1
Half Witz v Blood, Sweat
Ref Toogie
F2
Blue v Green			
Ref ROAR
7.30pm:
F1
Pink Bitz v Smooth		
Ref Incred-e
F2
Toogie v Half Witz		
Ref Beau knows
8.15pm:
F1
RHC v Beau knows touch Ref Bowling
F2
Tyre Service v Bowling
Ref ROAR
Bye
Welderup Warriors and E-Lemon-Ators.
REFEREEING
Round one of the competition has finished and
as of next week any teams found not supplying
a referee for their nominated game will loose a
point from their tally. We have had some great
refs turning up to cover other games and we
hope that these people will continue to assist as
a second ref.
For more informations, please contact me on
6548 2124 or merriwaresource@hotmail.com.au
or via the Merriwa Touch Football 2013 Season on
Facebook.
Tina Taylor

Merriwa Cricket Club

Thank you to our sponsors for 2013/2014, without
your continued and generous support cricket
would not run in Merriwa.
• Merriwa RSL Club - Major Sponsor
• Frampton Freight
• Merriwa Pharmacy
• Max’s Country Cuts
• Jessyca Morgan
• Taylah Blackadder
*

When reporting an incident to the Police, always request and record your Incident Reference Number

•

Merriwa Painting and Decorating

•

Cross Country Merriwa.

It is not too late to come on board as a sponsor.
If you are interested in sponsoring please contact
Kate Blackadder on 0437 762 190.
Kate Blackadder
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Photography
Competition
Entries close:

16 DECEMBER at 12 noon
Topic for the month is:

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY
The winning photo will receive a prize to the value of $50.00 from the monthly
sponsor and this month it is sponsored by:

MELALUEKA RURAL SUPPLIES.

The competition is open to amateur photographers of all ages. The winning photo
will be published in the Ringer on:

THURSDAY 19 DECEMBER.

Email your entries to merriwa2-c@det.nsw.edu.au or bring an electronic copy to
the office at Merriwa Central Secondary Campus.
Thank you to all sponsors for 2013. We hope that you will consider coming back on
board in 2014!

Photos from 2013!
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The

Community

What’s happening?

Send your calendar information in before 12 noon
Mondays to merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Calendar

Interested in
placing an
advert in the
Ringer?
Contact Tina
Taylor on
6548 2119.

DECEMBER
Thursday 5
Saturday 7

• Street Christmas Party, 4.30pm-7.30pm
• Merriwa Tennis Club Market Day - Tennis Courts,
9.00am
Saturday 14
• Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party - Dance to
‘Kyda’, 6.30pm for 7.00pm start
Monday 16
• Photography Competition closes - Christmas in the
Country, 12noon
Friday 20
• Market Day - Variety of stalls at Merriwa CWA rooms,
10.00am
• Merriwa Youth Centre Pool Party for all ages Merriwa Pool, 5.30pm - 8.30pm
Sunday 22
• Merriwa RSL Christmas luncheon
• Christmas in the Park - Apex Park, 7.00pm
Wednesday 25 • Christmas lunch - Anglican Hall, 12.30pm
Sunday 29
• Farewell to Rev’ds Mandy and Mick Wheatley School of Arts, 2.30pm-3.00pm
JANUARY
Monday 13
• Horse Section Program Meeting - Merriwa Show Merriwa RSL Club, 6.30pm
FEBRUARY
Tuesday 19
• Campdraft General Meeting - Merriwa RSL Club,
7.30pm

Merriwa Ringer
is proudly published by

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
Address: Bow Street, Merriwa, NSW, 2329

Tel: (02) 6548 2119
Fax: (02) 6548 2534
Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au
Web: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au
ALL MATERIAL DUE 12 noon MONDAYS

DISCLAIMER
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the
Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the
Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained
in articles. The advertising of and use of product names does not
constitute recommendations or endorsement by the Publisher or its
Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee
against all liability claims or proceedings whatsoever arising from the
publication.
Articles are subject to change if they do not suit the requirements of
the Ringer, includes spelling and terminology.

MCS in touch with our community
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