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‘Friends of the Ringer’           
Current ‘Friends of the Ringer’

LOOKING FOR LOVE

I enjoy long walks along Bow 
Beach, reading community 
notices, checking out the 
items for sale, looking at 
the school news, reading 
Robert’s latest health 
advice, and catching up 
on the weekend sporting 
results.

Looking for someone who 
shares similar interests.

The Ringer

For just $30 (6 months) or $60 (12 months) you can 
become a ‘Friend of the Ringer’ today!

Help us reach our goal of 40 new ‘Friends’ by Christmas.
Payment gratefully accepted at Merriwa Central 
School Secondary Office, by post or online.e.
Thank you to our ‘Friends of the Ringer’

Payments can be made using either a Visa or 
MasterCard credit or debit card. Our payment page is 
accessed from the front page of our school’s website 
by selecting ‘$ Make a payment’.

There is a category called “other” –  this is to cover 
items such as Ringer payments for adverising, ‘Friends 
of the Ringer’ and sponsorship.

For any enquiries regarding the Online Payment process 
please contact the School Administration Office.

Darren Noonan
Principal

---- 12

---- 40

• Andrew and Julie Russell
• Barry and Marie Scott
• Warren and Heather 

Constable
• Julia Hardy
• Dawn Byfield

• Patsy Shannon
• Col and Gaye Bates
• Terry and Sylvia Lumby
• Lesley Killen
• Anonymous friends x 

3.

WHEN FILLING IN AN ONLINE PAYMENT FOR THE 
RINGER, FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW.

Fields marked with an * are mandatory.

Payment process steps:
1 Fill out required fields
2 Fill out credit card payment on next page
3 Review and confirm payment
4 Review payment receipt and optional   
 print or email.

Step 1 - Student Details (Payee Details for Ringer)
* Given name
* Surname
* Date of birth - put today’s date

Step 2 - Payer Details
* Full name
* Contact number
* Contact email address

Step 3 - Payment Options
* Select Other and put Ringer -    
 Advertisement or Ringer - Sponsorship or         
 Ringer - Friends
* Total Payment Amount

Step 4 - Click next to proceed to the payment 
page where you can enter your credit card 
details for your payment.
Follow instructions to complete.
If all else  fails, please contact the administration 
staff for further assistance.

PAYMENT DETAILS
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Principal’s Report

School

N
ew

s

Merriwa Central 
School

DECEMBER
Tuesday 3 • Kindergarten Post-Transition parent 

interviews
• Stop work meeting, minimal 

supervision - 9.00-11.00am
Wednesday 4 • P&C meeting – Merriwa RSL Club, 

7.00-8.30pm
Thursday 5 • Captain/Prefect speeches - Primary 

Library, 11.30am
Friday 6 • Primary assembly – Class Christmas 

items, 9.15am
• Year 8 Geography Trivia Challenge 

excursion – Toronto Workers Club, 
6.00am-4.30pm

Thursday 12 • Year 6 dinner – Merriwa RSL Club, 
6.00-10.00pm

• Secondary end of year disco – 
Merriwa RSL Club, 7.00-10.00pm

Monday 16 • Secondary formal assembly – Great 
Hall, 8.55am

Tuesday 17 • Infants Presentation Day 
• 3-12 Presentation Night – School of 

Arts, 7.00pm

Coming Events

FIRE STATION PERFORMANCE

Most people would have noticed the 
Fire Station has undergone some major 
renovations in recent months. To mark its 
grand opening our Primary Choir has been 
invited to perform at the ceremony. The 

The wild weather over the past week has caused a 
couple of interruptions to our Primary swim school. 
However, it has been great to see our students 
grow in confidence each day as they develop 
new skills in the water.  Merriwa is very fortunate 
to have such a beautiful pool for local residents. 
Thank you to our instructors Jared Austin, Keirra 
Hourn and Julie Osmond.

NEWCASTLE HERALD COMPETITION

The Newcastle Herald competition is a great way 
for students to develop their writing skills and have 
their work published. Our students have a fantastic 
record of achievement in this competition, and 
this week a small group attended the awards 
ceremony. 

opening will take place next Tuesday afternoon.

P&C MEETING

The final P&C Meeting for the year will take 
place next Wednesday 7.00pm at the RSL Club. 
To mark the festive occasion a brief meeting will 
take place followed a social gathering. As usual, 
all parents and supporters are most welcome to 
attend.

STOP WORK MEETING

Teachers will attend a two hour stop work 
broadcast by the NSW Teachers Federation on 
Tuesday 3 December.

Classes witll not commence until 11.00am. 
Minimal supervision will be provided for students 
who attend between 9.00-11.00am.

I apologise for the inconvenience this may cause 
parents.

Darren Noonan
Principal

NEW STAFF

In preparation for 
the 2014 school 
year we are 
in the process 
of reviewing 
our staffing 
arrangements. I 
am pleased to 
announce that 
Mr Patrick Lomax 
(Mathematics) has 
been appointed to 
our school, and will 
start next year. Mr 

Lomax has completed a combined Mathematics/
Science degree from the University of NSW, and 
joins us from his home on the Central Coast. Mr 
Lomax visited the school during the week, and is 
looking forward to taking up his first appointment 
in a country school.
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Primary News
ASSEMBLY

Last week at assembly the Fife Band presented 
songs they have been working on in rehearsals. 
They did a wonderful job and all their practice 
has really shown a wonderful improvement in their 
skill playing the fife. Special thanks go to Victoria 
McNaught and Alicia Clydsdale for playing the 
drums for the performance. Thank you to Mrs 
Kershaw for all her hard work this year working 
with the Fife Band. We look forward to hearing 
more lovely music next year.

WORKERS OF THE WEEK

Workers of the Week for last week presented 
more amazing work during assembly time. It is 
always great to see and hear about all the great 
things students are learning in class. Thank you 
for sharing your work and congratulations on 
a wonderful job Jye Byfield, Duncan Harrison, 
Chloe English, Naketta Cameron, Harrison Amidy, 
Mekayla Towell and Lachlan Walker.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Congratulations to the book award winners for 
last week. 

Kindergarten class: Cody Daniel

1/2 class: Chad Debono

2/3 class: Oceana Rawlings

4/5 class: Zoe Zammit

5/6 class: Jamie Constable

INTENSIVE SWIMMING SCHEME

Swim lessons have continued this week and the 
students have had lots of fun developing their 
swim skills. This has been a very important program 
which helps students learn the basic swim skills 
and swim survival skills as well. Some students have 
shown great progression and moved through 
different levels across the two weeks. Thank you 
to our instructors for all your hard work helping us 
learn an important skill in life.
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FIRE STATION OPENING

Next Tuesday 3 December the Primary Choir 
will be attending the opening ceremony of the 
refurbished Merriwa Fire Station. The choir will 
be opening and closing the ceremony and all 
parents and friends are welcome to attend. 
The ceremony begins at 1.00pm and will run for 
approximately 45 minutes. 

REWARDS DAY

The end of the term is fast approaching and we will 
be finalising the term with Rewards Day. Students 
who have met the criteria for achieving rewards 
day will be invited to attend a water-based 
activity! Students will be ineligible for rewards day 
if they have received the following:

• Red card/incident report

• Two orange cards in one week

• Two timeouts in one week

• Suspension or suspension warning

If you have any questions about rewards day 
please see your child’s teacher before the day.

Rebecca West
Assistant Principal

2014 CAPTAINS/PREFECTS SPEECHES

As nominations for captains/prefects have already 
been accepted, we now move to the next phase 
of the process – the speeches. Candidates are 
required to prepare a speech and present it to 
the Primary students. The speech should outline 
the reasons why the candidate should be 
school captain/prefect. It should be persuasive, 
engaging and target the student audience. 
Students will have a maximum of three minutes 
for their speeches and may use technology to 
support their presentation. Speeches will be 
held on Thursday, 5 December at 11.30am in the 
Primary Library. Parents and guest are welcome 
to attend.

Glen Kite
Assistant Principal

Secondary News
RURAL STUDENTS INVESTIGATE CRIME SCENES IN 

THE LAB!

Students from Merriwa Central School travelled 
to Sydney two weeks ago for a hands-on view of 
crime scene investigations ‘in the lab’ as part of 
the annual “Science Hands-on Day” program run 
by the Country Education Foundation (CEF) and 
the University of Technology Sydney (UTS). 

The “Science Hands-on Day” takes a hands-
on approach, through workshops in forensics, 
physics, environmental and biological sciences, 
and biochemistry.

These workshops went beyond the textbook 
as students were dissecting fish, examining 
microorganisms, investigating ‘crime scenes’, 
fingerprinting and creating alternative energy 
sources.

Country Education Foundation CEO, Sarah Taylor, 
said the aim of the visit was to introduce students 
to the huge range of jobs and careers available 
in the field of science. 

“It is really important to expose students to 
different career paths and the great thing about 
this program is we are fostering these students’ 
interest in science at a young age,” Ms Taylor said.

Six students from Merriwa along with 23 other 
students from throughout regional and rural NSW 
participated in the science workshops at UTS and 
also visited The Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) in North 
Ryde. 

Ms Taylor said students talked to science staff who 
worked with explosives, chemical warfare agents, 
and illicit drug identification, gaining insight into 
how the skills learned at university can lead to 
varied and interesting careers afterwards. 

“They also enjoyed the CSIRO visit which included 
a DNA workshop, something they may not 
normally do at school as they don’t have access 
to the same equipment,“ Ms Taylor said.

The day proved to be a success with year ten 
student Courtney Gibbons saying “The University 
Experience Program was a great experience for 
us in isolated areas because it’s a big change, 
and also a big chance”. 

Taking country students to our nation’s largest 
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Why I want to be in ROAR: Because I like the sports and it keeps 
me out of trouble

Favourite sport: NRL

Favourite team: Broncos

Favourite player: I don’t know

Personal sporting highlight: Being the Best Back in Merriwa

Who inspires you?: My mum and dad

Advice to young players: Keep trying.

     

ROAR Profile
Cody Towell

Year 8
ROAR - Respect - Ownership -

Awareness - Rewards

city takes them out of their comfort zone and 
without joint programs like this some students 
from rural and regional NSW would never get this 
experience. 

Many of the students were extremely grateful 
expressing that opportunities like the “Science 
Hands-on Day” can be limited to those in 
metropolitan areas. 

Ms Taylor thanked UTS for their generosity and 
support. 

“UTS is an education partner of CEFA and both 
organisations work to provide opportunities and 
funding for regional, remote, and rural students to 
pursue tertiary education,” she said.  

The local branch of CEFA is the Merriwa District 
Education Foundation. The Merriwa District 
Education Foundation provides annual grants for 
Merriwa students to help with education and job 
expenses. For more information contact secretary 
Jane Hegarty.

ABOUT CEFA

• CEFA is a national, not-for-profit organisation, 
established in Boorowa in 1993

• We provide financial and other assistance to 
disadvantaged young people in rural and 
regional communities, to help them pursue 
post-school education and employment goals

• CEFA gives grants for University, TAFE, 
cadetships, apprenticeships and a range of 
employment-related expenses

• Since 1993 CEFA has provided over $2.5 million 
in grants to more than 2,500 rural young people 

across Australia

• CEFA has partnerships with 22 universities and 
tertiary institutions which have provided almost 
$1 million in additional funding to CEFA grant 
recipients since 2003

• CEFA receives no government grant funding 
– it relies entirely on community fundraising, 
education partnerships, private donors and 
corporate sponsorship.

CEFA KEY PEOPLE

Chairman: Nick Burton Taylor, AM

Patron: Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC, 
Governor General of Australia

Ambassador: The Hon Tim Fischer, AC

CEO: Sarah Taylor.

Lana Grant
Science Teacher
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Favourite Subject:   Industry based learning

Extra-Curricular activities: Riding motor bikes and driving 

Personal Achievements: Being involved in ROAR

Future career aspirations:  Wishing to work with heavy   
    machinery

Year Advisor’s Comment: Darryl has a happy and carefree 
approach to life.  He is reliable and has matured into a caring 
young man. His peers appreciate his capacity to listen and solve 
problems.  He is very keen to move onto the next chapter of his 
life and will be a hard worker and valued employee.

       Alison King
       Year Advisor

Student  of the Week
Darryl Mulholland

Year 12

BE INSPIRED NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY CAREERS DAY

On Wednesday 20 November,  Year 10 girls had the 
opportunity to visit the University of Newcastle with 
a group of students  from various Hunter schools, 
where we listened to current student’s stories and 
advice they had for possible future students.  We  
toured the university campus, stopping at the 
engineering building where we met Laura who 
was a part of the ‘RoboGals’ engineering group. 
While visiting the engineering department we 
saw two engineered robots, one was a car like 
robot which drove upon detecting movement or 
sound, the other was a typical robot which is used 
in the international robot soccer competitions. 
This robot worked by detecting red objects and 
moving towards them, for example, it would kick 
a red ball. Finally before heading home we had a 
relaxing session at the gym where we participated 
in a yoga class. 

We would like to thank the school and University 
of Newcastle for offering the Year 10 girls this 
opportunity and thank you Mrs Hegarty who 
made this all possible. 

Courtney Gibbons  and  Elizabeth Hagley
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Paterson’s Curse on wheat. We make a ‘tea’ out 
of the Paterson’s Curse leaves and use it to water 
wheat seeds and observe the effect. Students 
will be presenting their resultsas a PowerPoint 
presentation in week 9. 

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT REPORT

As we approach the end of the year we have 
moved into a maintenance and repair mode 
in the Agriculture Department. We have been 
demolishing a number of internal fences in 
the Ag plot in preparation for a new internal 
predator prevention fence that will protect 
approximately one quarter of the Ag plot. This 
project is anticipated to be undertaken in early 
December and will allow us to stock the Ag plot 
secure in the knowledge that we have done all 
that is possible to protect our animals at night 
and in school holidays. We have many people 
to thank for making this project possible, which is 
being spearheaded and funded by the Merriwa 
Landcare. We will update you all on the project 
once it has been completed.

That’s not to say that classes are still not working 
hard on projects.

Years 7 and 8 Technology are finishing up their 
work on exotic breeds of animals produced 
agriculturally in Australia. They are designing and 
creating a model of an enclosure and breeding 
facility for the animal of their choice and producing 
an accompanying portfolio. There has been an 
interesting array of species chosen including deer, 
ostriches, yabbies and barramundi. They have 
also worked hard on the preparation of garden 
beds which are starting to yield some vegetables, 
such as peas and lettuce and we are eagerly 
awaiting our tomatoes, zucchini and watermelon 
plants to bear fruit.

Years 9 and 10 have also completed research 
on exotic breeds of animals and have also been 
looking at animal welfare and ethics recently. 
We are working on a class debate to finish up the 
year on the topic of ‘Can you be a farmer and a 
greenie’. They too have been working on garden 
beds with some complete overhauls. Some 
students have also worked particularly hard on 
the dismantling of the old fencing in preparation 
for the fencing project.

Year 12 PI have been working on the fencing 
project, and completing work on fire evacuation 
plans and weed identification. We have 
also been researching different alternative 
gardening methods, including wicking boxes, 
vertical gardens, hay bale garden beds and 
permaculture, some of which we are hoping to 
try in the future.

Year 12 Agriculture have been studying soils and 
plant interference. We are currently conducting 
an experiment on the allelopathic affect (the 
inhibition of growth in a plant because of 
chemicals produced by another type of plant) of 

I would also like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate 
Elizabeth Hagley on her 
invitation to UNE’s inaugural 
Generation 2050 Feed the 
World Conference being 
held over the first four days 
of December. Only 100 students from around 
Australia were chosen to attend the conference 
and to be invited, students needed to submit 
a 500 word pictorial essay on ‘Why Australian 
Agriculture is Vital to Feeding the World in 2050’. It 
is wonderful that one of our students has a voice 
at this event and we look forward to hearing all 
about the conference when you return. Well 
done Elizabeth.

Also, a big congratulations to Kylie Fairfull on her 
success at the 2013 Singleton Show, where she 
placed first in the Dairy cattle judging and placed 
second in the Beef cattle judging. Well done Kylie.

We hope that all those reading this are getting a 
share in the rain we have recently had and wish 
you all the best with any remaining harvesting.

Lois Harrison
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CAREER EVENTS
William Blue Open Day - Talk to course and career 
advisers, meet industry partners and the career 
management team, take a tour of the innovative 
campus, get involved in interactive workshops 
and meet current students! Enjoy a free lunch in 
the award-winning student-operated restaurant. 
Saturday 18 January 2014. Register for Open 
Day at:  http://www.williamblue.edu.au/about-
william-blue/upcoming-events

Job Outlook - This government website provides 
facts and figures on over 350 jobs including 
average earnings. http://joboutlook.gov.au/

Physics Videos from Monash University - Dr Chris 
Creagh from Murdoch University has produced 
two video tutorials that let physics students hear 
from experts in their field. Two currently uploaded 
videos cover the usefulness of diagrams, and how 
to properly understand formulas and what they are 
describing. http://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC_zW442B84-s9m7NvypAcoQ?feature=watch

Rural Australia Medical Undergraduate 
Scholarship - Scholarships are awarded on 
the basis of rural living, financial need and 
demonstrated commitment to working in rural 
Australia. Approx. 120 are awarded each year. 
Scholarship recipients receive $10,000 a year 
during the completion of a standard medical 
degree at their chosen university. Applications 
close Monday 13 January. Visit: http://ramus.
ruralhealth.org.au/about

The Vocational Interest Questionnaire - This is a 
questionnaire which creates a profile of students 
work interests, together with the jobs, tasks, and 
roles that would be most appealing to them. The 
questionnaire also creates a list of recommended 
jobs and provides a Career Action Plan to help 
students to succeed. It costs $1.00. A sample 
report is available online. The website also 
includes a range of career advice articles which 
provide helpful advice about job interviews, how 
to find the perfect career and more.  http://www.
findacareerpath.com/fcp/index.html

YEAR 12 SPECIFIC INFORMATION

HSC and ATARs 

• 18 December 2013 NSW HSC results released 
by Board of Studies 

• 19 December 2013 ATARs released by UAC at 
www.uac.edu.au 

Change of Preferences 

• 4 January 2014 for consideration in Main Round 
• 16 January–23 January 2014 for consideration 

in Round 3  

Welcome to our newest SRC Report.

We’ve been kind of busy lately but we’re back 
in the game! Just a quick update on what’s 
happened in our SRC so far this term. On Tuesday 
and Wednesday of Week 4, our SRC went over to 
Ellerston for our overnight planning excursion. We 
have a whole stack of events planned for next 
year so keep an eye out!

Last Thursday, our Year 8 SRC Representatives 
hosted the Upper Hunter Youth Council Christmas 
Party. It went well and we evaluated and 
brainstormed for the coming year. Thank you 
to Mary Spora and Lindy Hunt from Scone High, 
Justine Witney and Mr and Mrs Bates from Bunnan 
for coming to Merriwa for our final meeting of the 
year. A big thanks to Mr Creamer and the 7/8 
Food Technology class for catering.

We’re having an Out of Uniform Day on Friday 
December 6 for Show Your Colours Day, so wear 
pink or white for charity (Pink Ribbon and White 
Ribbon) or your footy colours!

And finally, our end of year disco is Thursday 12 
December.

As you can see we’ve been busy and we will be 
busy for a little while yet! That’s all from me, until 
next time,

Breanna Goodear
SRC Publicity Officer

SRC Report

• 30 January–31 January 2014 for consideration 
in  Semester 1 study 

Offers 

• 5 December 2013 December Round offers 
released 

• 3 January 2014 Early January Round offers 
released 

• 16 January 2014 Main Round offers released. 
• Late Rounds on 30 January, 6 February, 12 

February, 19 February and 26 February 2014.

If you require any further information about 
careers please contact me at school.

J E Hegarty
Careers Advisor

Download the free
Merriwa Central 

School App.
MCS in touch with 
our community!
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From the Principal

St Joseph’s 
Primary School

Do your kids a favour and encourage them to 
read every day!

“The more that you read, the more things that 
you will know. The more that you learn, the more 
places you’ll go” – Dr Seuss

Last week our Primary teachers and I completed 
the final training in the “Focus on Reading” 
program. Throughout this program the teachers 
have been learning effective strategies for 
improving the reading skills of students in order 
for students to achieve the primary purpose of 
reading, which is to understand the message 
being conveyed in the text.

It is clear that many older students who are still 
poor readers spend so much of their reading time 
trying to decode the individual words that their 
energy and time is exhausted before they even 
begin to make sense of what they have read. 
Does this sound familiar to you?

The two best ways we can solve this problem is to:

1. teach students the skills of reading

2. encourage students to read more and   
 more each day.

Parents can be true partners with us in their child’s 
learning by making reading a real priority in the 
home. Help your child to set time aside to read 
each day, read with your child, provide quality 
reading materials for them to read, show an 
interest in their library borrowing, take your child 
to the local library and join them up, help them to 
see how useful reading is and model this yourself.

The great news is that the more reading practice 
anyone gets, the higher their comprehension level 

becomes. Unfortunately the reverse is also true – 
those people who do not read daily, become 
even less capable readers. Think about children 
with low reading ability. They are usually reluctant 
to read. The problem starts to spill into all areas 
of school because every subject relies on reading 
ability once the students climb the grades in 
school. Even maths relies heavily on the student 
being able to read.

SMART SCIENCE 

Smart Science workshop will be delivered by the 
Newcastle University on Tuesday. The students 
are really looking forward to participating in 
this exciting science program. Photos and a full 
review will be in the next issue of the Ringer.

SWIMMING LESSONS

Swimming lessons commenced last week and 
we have been very fortunate to have so many 
wonderful parent helpers. The students have been 
assessed and are completing a very systematic 
training regime tailored to their needs. We will see 
the results of this next Wednesday 4 December at 
our swimming carnival.

BEACH TO BUSH

Thank you to the members of the Surf Lifesaving 
Association for bringing the Beach to Bush 
program to our children. Unfortunately too 
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many Australians drown each year. This fabulous 
program has enabled our country kids to learn 
some of the very important safety lessons about 
the surf before they experience the beach over 
the holiday period. Currents and rips, flags and 
rescues and much more, were all explained in a 
very enjoyable session. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING AWARD 
WINNERS FOR WEEK 6

Kinder - Sienna Baber - for her contribution to 
classroom discussions

Christian Cropper - for his skills in predicting a text

1/2 - Jock Grady  - trying hard to participate in 
all classroom activities

Roy Lawler  - great effort in writing sentences

Clayton Porter - for trying to solve maths problems 
using a variety of strategies

3/4 - Jemma Grady - fabulous participation in 
Mathematics as demonstrated in the classroom

Darcy Moore - fabulous skills in Mathematics

Caitlin Porter - fabulous skills in Mathematics

5/6 - Bailey Telfer - completing a comprehension 
predicting and summarising activity on a 
magazine article

Playground Champion - Bailey Telfer - for his 
focussed effort in class and his leadership efforts 
over the past two weeks.

Helen Whale
Principal

VOLUNTEERS BREAKFAST

Volunteers breakfast is being held on Tuesday 
3 December. We welcome all members of the 
community who have assisted us in the education 
of our children this year. We really appreciate your 
help and would like the opportunity to say “Thank 
you”. Please RSVP to the school by Tuesday 26 
November.

Remember!Get your articles and advertisements into the Merriwa RingerBEFORE 12 noonMONDAYS.Only three issues left for the remainder of 2013.
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PRESENTATION NIGHT

Reminder that our Presentation Night begins at 
6.00pm next Wednesday 4 December. Hope to 
see you all there to help celebrate the students’ 
achievements for 2013. 

YEAR 6 FAREWELL DINNER

Invitations will be sent home this week for the Year 
6 Farewell Dinner which will be held at the Plough 
Inn to Cassilis on Monday 16 December. Year 5 
students are also invited to assist with the night. 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS

I apologise for the assembly awards being missed 
in last week’s newsletter. Congratulations to the 
following students:

20 nights Reading - Priya, Sophie, Brady

Uniform Award - Brady

Workers of the Week - Sophie for improvement 
in handwriting and more descriptive sentence 
writing.

Steph for outstanding practising during the drama 
and music workshops

Sports Star of the Week - Angus Heycox for effort 
and dedication to line dancing this week.

RODEO SUCCESSES FOR THOMAS

Thomas has achieved great results with rodeo. 
This includes making it to the finals and coming 
third overall in the National Standings; which is a 
combined score from all the rodeos. Well done, 
Thomas! 

WHY I CAN’T SKIP MY 20 MINUTES OF READING 
TONIGHT?

‘The more that you read, the more things you will 
know. The more that you learn, the more places 
you will go’- Dr Seuss

Learning is not always easy and not always fun; 
however, some students are growing in frustration 
with their reading. It is very, very important that 
reading happens every night at home. Young 
readers especially, need to be supported by 
having families there to help them read and 
also to be read to by their families.  It will make a 
pleasing difference the more you participate in 
reading with your child. 

YEAR 5 SPEECHES FOR CAPTAIN AND VICE-
CAPTAIN FOR 2014

I have read through the speeches for next week 
and was impressed by the honesty and how 
well they were written. Students will present their 
speeches next Monday 2 December at 9.00am. 

Cassilis Public
School

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Well done, Angus!

Angus Heycox 
has earned the 
Student of the 
Week because he 
was very keen and 
determined to have 
a go in all activities 
last week. He kept his 
head up and kept 
trying, particular in 
maths and reading. 
Angus’ writing 
showed a pleasing 
i m p r o v e m e n t 
and he was more 
willing to have a go 
without worrying if 
he made a mistake. 
Making mistakes is 

part of learning and students are encouraged to 
be risk-takers with their learning. He has also been 
increasingly helpful in the classroom and assisted 
others to pack up. During Active After School, he 
enjoyed the ping pong activities and cooperated 
well within his group. Congratulations Angus on 
your achievements. You should feel very proud of 
yourself. Keep up the great effort! 

RAFFLE

Thank you to the following people and businesses 
who have donated towards our school raffle. All 
money goes towards buying a new PA system for 
the school.

First   Hamper (items donated by families  
  and staff)

Second $50 voucher from Di’s Clothing   
  Patch Merriwa

Third   Handmade Christmas stocking by  
  Sue Whitby

Forth  $30 voucher from Plough Inn to   
  Cassilis

Fifth   $30 voucher from Coolah Bakery

Sixth  $20 voucher from Merriwa    
  Newsagency

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
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Families are encouraged to come along to listen 
and to show their support. 

MORE RECOUNTS FROM THE DRAMA AND MUSIC 
WORKSHOPS

Performance Night was fun. I liked the Cup Song 
by Steph, Sarah, Summer, Thomas and Maddie. 
Transformers was a good dance with James, 
Angus and I. 

Jack Sumpter-Cornish

I liked it when we did line dancing. I enjoyed when 
Steph and I sang Happy Llama, Sad Llama. I liked 
it when Isabelle read Happy Birthday to You. 

Priya Singh

PLAY AND THE RAINY DAY

On Friday we engaged in a spontaneous play 
experience, a small group joined me on the 
verandah as we watched the rain and discussed 
the effects of the water on the playground. The 
children began to instinctively put on their jackets 
as the spray from the rain reached our safe haven 
and soon more coats and rain jackets were 
produced from our supplies. As the rain eased 
we made our way through the grounds and what 
started as a teacher led experience became a 
raucous and fun filled adventure.

Children’s play represents the single best way 
in which developmental requirements can be 
met. Play is a dynamic, ever-changing process 
that is multisensory, interactive, creative, and 
imaginative. When children play, they have their 
whole brain stimulated, not just specific areas 
related to formal academic skills. Play facilitates a 
child’s physical and sensorimotor development as 
they splash, run, jump, dig, act, paint, draw, and in 
other ways has direct contact with the living earth 
and the culture around them. It promotes social 
learning as they play with other kids, creating 
roles based on what they see in the social world, 
adjusting their own play behavior to the needs 
and demands of their peers. It supports emotional 
growth as the child is able to project their own 
fears, joys, jealousies, angers, and ambitions onto 
toys, puppets, and other playthings, and work out 
their feelings about a wide range of concerns 
in constructive ways. It supports cognitive 
development as the child works symbolically with 
art materials, dramatic improvisation, and other 
modes of representation, constructing patterns 
of meaning from interactions with things and 
people.

M
er

riw

a Pre-School Kindergarten Association In
c

Merriwa Pre-School 
Kindergarten Assoc.

Angus, James and 
Jacko put on a 
good performance 
that was funny. 
On Performance 
Night I liked all the 
performances. The 
best one was my 
speech and I also liked 
it when the teachers 
did a play. It was a 
good night. 

Jack Nairne

Katie Burgess
Principal
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Leah Folpp and 
Merriwa Pre-School Educators 

Sadly, in our culture, play is undergoing a 
significant deterioration. One of the world’s 
greatest experts on play, New Zealand researcher 
Brian Sutton-Smith, suggests that the typical 
image now of a child at play is of a single child 
sitting in front of a television set or video game, 
playing with his action figures (see Hansen, 1998). 
This isn’t play. Neither are soccer games or other 
competitive sports events that take place on a 
regular basis in every community. Play is an open-
ended experience initiated by children that 
involves pretense, rough-and-tumble activity, or 
the spontaneous use of real objects for creative 
activity. Play is becoming more of an endangered 
species in early childhood programs as academic 
demands increase. 

Merriwa Activity 
Centre

 

43 Bow Street, PO Box 96 Merriwa NSW 2329 
Phone 6548 2083, Fax 6548 2925 

43 Bow Street Merriwa NSW 2329 
Ph 02 6548 2082, Fax 6548 2299 

ABN: 30 115 950 266 

Wow, where has this year gone? It’s nearly time 
for summer holidays and here at MAC we have 
three weeks of fun planned! We do have some 
changes to our opening hours as we will now 
be open from 9.00am-5.00pm in vacation care 
and do require three children to open so this is 
why booking is essential! I urge parents to book 
ASAP so we can do our best to open for the days 
you need.  We are also open the 18, 19 and 20 
December on the pupil free days, so if you have 
some last minute Chrissy shopping you need to 
finish give us a call. 

2014 Kindergarten parents, did you know as of 
the 19 December your child can attend Merriwa 
Activity Centre! This Centre is a great place for your 
child to meet new friends and participate in fun 
filled activities with the reassurance of  your child 
being cared for by qualified and educated staff. 
Our vacation fee is $32.00 per day but everyone is 
entitled to some CCB which can reduce your fee 
to as little as $10.00 per day so call Centrelink now 
to see what your CCB entitlements are. 

As you may or not be aware healthy eating has 
become a major focus here at Merriwa Activity 
Centre with the new guidelines we are now 
governed under focusing more on a healthy 
approach to food. What that means for parents 
is we need your help with lunches in holiday time! 
Our Centre now is chocolate, nut and junk free, 
so we will be encouraging families to think about 
what they are packing. This is not something 
we expect miraculous changes over night but 
something we will work with you to get a better 
outcome for children’s health. So things like chips, 
chocolate and peanut butter are no longer 
allowed in lunch boxes, we also do insist that 
instead of cordial, poppers and flavoured milk 
please send just water. We have been discussing 
this with the children most days and I am sure 
they would be more than helpful with the types 
of healthy items to put in their lunch boxes for 
Merriwa Activity Centre.

Another reminder, our Christmas party will be held 
on the 18 December commencing at 5.30pm but 
we would love if you could arrive at 5.20pm. A 
BBQ will be supplied but it would be great if you 
could bring along a dish to share also. 

Have a fun filled week

Ciara Murphy and the 
Merriwa Activity Centre staff
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Anglican News
Church Services

Regular Church Services - page 31

29 November: Extended Eucharist: Hospital 
11.00am.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

1st Thursday monthly February to November: 
Women’s Guild meeting 2.00pm

Last Friday monthly February to November: Messy 
Church 3.30pm 

Last Saturday monthly February to November: 
Men’s breakfast - 7.30am

Sunday 29 December: Farewell to Rev’d Mandy 
and Mick  School of Arts Hall. Afternoon tea - 
2.30pm.

Donation towards farewell gift to Rev’d Pat or 
Rosalie Drew. 

Reflection: We give thanks for a beautiful world.

Loving Father, we praise you for the wonderful 
things which you have given us:

For the beautiful sun, for the rain which makes 
things grow, for the bush and the fields, for the 
sea and the sky, for the flowers, the birds and 
the crops. For all your gifts to us and everything 
around us, We rejoice with thankful hearts.

Rosalie Drew

$550,000 MERRIWA FIRE STATION UPGRADE TO BE 
UNVEILED

Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) Deputy 
Commissioner, Jim Hamilton, will officially open a 
$550,000 refurbishment of Merriwa Fire Station on 
Tuesday, 3 December.

These major renovations and extensions will deliver 
improved facilities to better meet the needs of 
the fire fighters who serve the local community.

What:   Official opening of the major   
  refurbishment of Merriwa Fire Station
When:  1pm, Tuesday, 3 December
Where:  Merriwa Fire Station
  Bettington St, Merriwa
Who:  FRNSW Deputy Commissioner,
  Jim Hamilton
  Upper Hunter Shire Council
  Councillor Ron Campbell.

Fire and Rescue NSW

SHELTERBOX

The Philippines has experienced one of its worst 
and most destructive typhoons on record. 9.5 
million people have been affected across nine 
regions, leaving an estimated 10,000 people dead 
and 620,000 displaced. Worst of all the typhoon 
has hit the poor the hardest. Almost one quarter 
of the country’s population live below the poverty 
line. Merriwa Rotary will be giving support to the 
Philippines disaster by purchasing a shelter box. 

ShelterBox is a charity independent of Rotary 
International and the Rotary Foundation but a 
worthy charity in which Merriwa Rotary will be 
supporting. The shelter boxes provide essential 
items for everyday living and will be necessary for 
people to be sustained throughout the coming 
months. 

Merriwa Rotary will be fund raising in the coming 
weeks and setting up outside our local chemist. 
We are aware that many of our community have 
already given to this cause but we encourage 
others to help out so that we can continue the 
good work of the ShelterBox charity in this time of 
need.

ANGUS PEEBLES MEMORIAL EDUCATIONAL 
ENCOURAGEMENT BURSARY 2014

Merriwa Rotary once again is inviting students 
to apply for the Angus Peebles Memorial 
Encouragement Bursary.

The aim of this award is to provide financial 
assistance (up to $1,500.00) to a student who is 
commencing his/her education or career training 
in 2014. Application forms outlining the conditions 
of entry can be obtained at the Merriwa 
Newsagents. The closing date for applications is 
Friday 3 January 2014.

If you would like to find out more about Rotary, 
our regular dinner meetings are at the Sports 
Club, Tuesday nights 7.00pm for 7.30pm dinner. 
Membership is open to both men and women.  

Michael Wheatley

Merriwa Rotary News

Come and join us at the Merriwa Fire and Rescue 
NSW Station, opposite the Post Office. All are 
welcome.

We are also looking for new male and female 
recruits to join our team.

Enquiries to Captain David Redgate on 0428 482 
469 or Deputy Captain,  Annie Rodgers on 0408 
482 778   

Annie Rodgers
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The November meeting of the Merriwa District 
Progress Association will be held on: 

When:  27 November at 6.00pm

Where: RSL Club, Merriwa.

If you have any issues relating to the Merriwa 
community, this is an opportunity to raise them.

Beron Arden-Wood
6548 2245

Merriwa Progress Association 

Meeting to be held at the Merriwa RSL Club  
Monday 9 December 2013 at 6.30pm.

It would be great to see some new faces that 
has any interest in the cattle or even anyone just 
wanting to help out with any little job, as you know 
many hands make light work! Also if you didn’t 
know, the stud cattle section is getting bigger and 
better every year and is also very popular with the 
Junior Judging and Paraders competition.

If you would like some further information about 
the section ready for the meeting please feel 
free to contact Megan Richards 0427 437 743 or 
peterpearce5@bigpond.com 

Megan Richards

Merriwa PAH&I
STUD CATTLE SECTION WRAP UP MEETING

Community Notice Board
N

ew
s

Christmas Carols in the Park
With Christmas fast approaching, now is the time 
to mark on the calendar the Christmas Carols in 
the Park.

When:  22 December at 7.00pm

Where: Apex Park, Merriwa (near pool).

Cr. Ron Campbell

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/
anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of 
this free service, please contact us prior to 12.00pm 

Mondays.

Greetings and blessings to all merry musicians and 
singers in Merriwa! Please consider joining the fun 
of Carols in the Park this year!

The date for the Carols night is Sunday 22 
December – 7.00pm.

We are having practises every Friday night from 
now on 7.00 – 8.30pm at the Rectory.

That way – if you can come you are welcome and 
if you can’t, I’ll have set myself a practise time! 
All are welcome. Looking forward to hearing from 
you and making merry music!

Rev’d Mandy Wheatley

Merriwa Christmas Carollers

The following competitors are the successful 
winners of Merriwa Show’s perpetual trophies for 
2013, well done to you all.

Tom Rawlinson Memorial Trophy is for Supreme 
Local Rider - Sally Waters

Patricia Kait Trophy is for the Most Successful 
Australian Stock Horse Exhibitor - Wally and Clare 
Martin

The Kevin Shannon Award is for the Most Successful 
Competitor under 13 years in Section A - Nicole 
Martin

The Throwley Station Perpetual Trophy is for the 
Most Successful Competitor 13 years and under 
17 years - Anastasia Martin

Toni Jones

Merriwa Springtime Show

Interested in books, like good company?  Why 
not come along to the Merriwa Library on the first 
Thursday of each month from 7.00pm to 9.00pm 
and join us, the Merriwa Bookies.  

You will be most welcome and are guaranteed 
to enjoy a couple of hours of some fabulous 
company and interesting conversations about 
the books we’ve read for the month.  

Our next meeting is on Thursday 5 December, 
we’d love to see  you there.  For more information 
contact Jayne on 6548 2264 or ask Mark at the 
Library.

Jayne Cronin

Merriwa Bookies
VACANCIES

Gummun Place Hostel currently has two 
vacancies!

These will fill quickly so get in touch with Suzanne 
Duggan on 02 6521 7010.

Phoebe Richard

Gummun Place Hostel
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EDUCATIONAL GRANTS

The CWA has available two Educational Grants 
for 2014:

JEAN LATHAM EDUCATIONAL GRANT VALUED AT 
$300

Tenable by a student entering YEAR 12 and 
residing in the bounds of the Hunter River Group

HUNTER RIVER EDUCATIONAL GRANT VALUED AT 
$500

Tenable by a student entering TERTIARY 
EDUCATION and residing in the bounds of the 
Hunter River Group.

Application forms are available from the school 
or phone Robyn on 6548 3274.

It is not a complicated process and we encourage 
you to apply.

DECEMBER MEETING

The December meeting will be held at Jeans 
home followed by Christmas lunch.

Meeting time 10.00am.

All members and past members are welcome 
to attend; husbands and partners are most 
welcome.

If you require further information call Jean on 6548 
2456  or Robyn  6548 3274.

Robyn McAlister
Publicity Officer

Merriwa CWA

Look forward to seeing you all at the Parish Hall 
3.30pm on the 29 November.

Learning will be about “Advent” and of course a 
lovely home cooked meal to share at the end of 
afternoon of craft and learning.

Rosalie Drew
and the Messy Church team

Messy Church

We would like to congratulate Ryan and Suzanne 
Garbyal (Goodear) on the birth of their first child, 
a baby girl born on 24 November 2013. 

Welcome Arna Maree Garbyal weighting 5lb 7oz 
and 49cm long.  

Congratulations

Leanne Hunt

ARNA MAREE GARBYAL

Remember!Get your articles and advertisements into the Merriwa RingerBEFORE 12 noonMONDAYSOnly three issues left for the remainder of 2013.Find us on 

Facebook!
Look for Merriwa Central 
School’s offi cial page!
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CLOUDS MODELLING FOAM

This is a great present for those aware of how 
much mess play-do and modelling clay can 
make. The kids still have all the fun of making their 
own shapes, monsters, flowers or whatever else 
they dream up - without the sticky fingers and 
dirty walls.

ONE LONG ZIPPER, LOTS OF FUN

The Zipper range includes shoulder bags, pencil 
cases, coin bags and more. They are fun, bright 
and a little bit monster-like. They are perfect 
for keeping all the little bits and bobs that are 
necessary for any trip - to Nan’s, school or 
Queensland!

Keep in mind that Christmas is not merely sneaking 
up on us, it is sprinting down the end straight, and 
we have to get organised NOW!

Provider of Telstra and Optus phones, SIM cards, 
phone and internet credit.

EFTPOS available.

Neville and Leanne Hook

Business 
N

ew
s

Merriwa Newsagency

The Newspower Christmas Catalogue Sale is in full 
swing and we have some great things on offer. 
There are also some items that we have included 
in the sale that are not in the catalogue so it is 
important that you come in and look at what we 
have. Some of these things include the Beanie 
Bears and a good range of novels for everyone. If 
you are looking for a new phone now is the time 
to buy one as our prices are especially good!

CARDS AND WRAP

It is now time to send Christmas cards, and start 
thinking about wrapping all of the presents that 
have been bought already! Come in and have a 
look at our great range of individual cards, packs 
of cards, labels and rolls of wrap.

HERRON BOOKS AND VICTORIA BOOKS

These are two ranges of kids and adults books 
that are affordable and varied. There are plenty 
of picture books, activity books, novels and non-
fiction. There is definitely something for everyone, 
especially when Christmas shopping becomes 
difficult and necessary.

SUBSCRIBE IN STORE NOW

We have a large range of magazines available 
and we are always happy to help you out with 
unique gift ideas. This includes organising in-store 
magazine subscriptions. If you have someone 
who loves a certain magazine, why not gift them 
with a subscription for however many issues you 
wish. It can be to a certain amount of money, 
time or issues. They are more flexible than trying to 
do it through the magazine distributor and are a 
great gift idea. 

CRAYOLA 65 PIECE SET

There are three different sets available - twistable 
coloured pencils, washable super tip markers 
and washable pip squeak markers - they are fun, 
colourful, entertaining and come in their own 
carry case for storage and travel. The perfect gift 
for any primary aged child.

A FASHION TALE

What little girl has not dreamed of being 
Cinderella? We have the perfect gift. This beautiful 
horse and carriage is the perfect addition to any 
toy box or play room. 

YOUR LOCAL NEWSPOWER OFFICESMART 
STORE

Q:  What do Trinity Markets summer clothing 
bargains and newborn chickens have in 
common?

A:  They’re both going cheep, cheap . . .

From tiny babies’ bonnets to blouses for Grandma 
and trousers for Pop, out go all our summer clothes 
at ridiculous prices.

Ladies and teens in all sizes can boost their warm 
weather wardrobes with tops, pants, dresses, 
short and three-quarter length shorts and evening 
wear, and pay just teensy weensy prices.

Check out our racks of mens T-shirts, shorts, shirts, 
pants – out they go, so you can take advantage 
of the excellent quality and tiny prices to stock up 
for the man of the house.

Trinity Markets’ sale caters for boys and girls as 
well, with excellent brands in shirts, shorts, jeans, 
pants and tops, sizes 2 to 14, going for a song.

Don’t forget, the sale is on now!

However if you can’t make it today pop in as 
soon as you can – we’re continually refreshing the 
stock and you will still be well pleased with your 

Trinity Markets
GREAT NEWS - HALF PRICE 

CLOTHING SALE

Trinity Markets’ half-price 
clothing sale is on and the range 
of bargains is enormous.
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Merriwa Pharmacy

been modified to Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and 
Slide (referring to seeking shade and sliding on 
sunglasses) - has been recognised internationally 
as a remarkably effective public health strategy. 
But, “baby boomers”, and certainly Australians 
born pre-World War II, probably had little or no 
knowledge of this message in their teenage years 
when getting sunburnt was considered to be a 
rite of passage. And a tan was considered to be 
clear evidence of good health.

So, we are now seeing a generation of older 
Australians displaying (sometimes rather self-
consciously) their dry, wrinkly, sun-damaged skin. 
Unfortunately, there is also a significant number of 
young people who still persist with high-risk lifestyle 
activities - whether that be smoking, drinking to 
excess or now over exposure to the sun.

Skin cancer is far and away the most common 
cancer in Australia with melanoma the most 
deadly. But other skin cancers can also be 
malignant and cause painful and disfiguring 
lesions. New therapies are now available to treat 
pre-cancerous so-called solar keratoses – more 
commonly known as sunspots. These spots are 
usually small, scaly or wart-like and appear most 
commonly on parts of the face such as the nose, 
the cheeks, upper lip, temples and forehead as 
well as the back of the hands and forearms.

It’s important to get to know your own skin 
and identify the most serious aspects of sun 
damage. Check with your doctor or pharmacist 
if you have doubts about any change in skin 
appearance. And check out the website www.
knowyourownskin.com.au. You can get more 
information there on how to check your own skin 
and sign up for a free “Know Your Own Skin” kit. 

As well as assessing current skin damage, 
prevention of future damage is still important 
(the Know Your Own Skin website also has “sun 
damage risk calculator”). The use of sunscreens 
is just one prevention strategy; and it’s now well 
recognised that they are classified according to 
the level of protection from sunburn they provide. 
This is promoted on labels by way of the Sun 
Protection Factor or so-called SPF rating.

Until last year the maximum SPF rating permitted 
to be advertised in Australia was 30+, but now 
the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) has 
authorised the display of an SPF rating of up to 
50+.

For most Australians, definitely all of us who have 
inherited the northern European or Anglo/Celtic 
skin type, a 50+ product should be the sunscreen 
of choice. One of the advantages of the newly 
labelled sunscreens is that there is greater 

bargains.

Have you run short of glasses? At the moment 
Trinity Markets can offer tumblers in a range of 
sizes, liqueur and wine glasses, and beer mugs.

While not in the sale, (clothing only), the prices 
are so tiny that it’s worth while calling in just to 
check out the glassware. It never hurts to have a 
few extra, particularly in the leadup to Christmas.

All sorts of handy items for parties are also on the 
shelves at Trinity Markets.

You can choose from platters in many shapes, 
sizes, colours and materials ranging from glass to 
ceramic and plastic – whatever takes your fancy.

A decorative platter gives that added attraction 
to the simplest party nibbles.

Our wonderful volunteers enjoyed their annual 
Christmas Party last Friday at the Parish Hall.

Many thanks to Anglican Womens Guild members 
for their delightful roast dinner and dessert (we 
appreciated the spirit in which the plum pudding 
sauce was presented) and a great time was had 
by all.

We would particularly like to thank Reverend 
Mandy for making time in her busy schedule to 
come to the party.

She and Reverend Michael will be leaving Merriwa 
shortly and we will miss their guiding hands and 
cheerful faces, always so positive and helpful. We 
wish them every good thing in their new location.

That’s all for now, remember, you can “Dress for 
Less” at Trinity Markets’ half price sale,

Karen Walmsley and the Volunteers 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR OWN SKIN 

Queensland might describe itself as the sunshine 
state, but the fact is all Australians enjoy more 
than their fair share of sunlight. However, for many 
people, this enjoyment might be comparatively 
short-lived.

We know that sunlight makes us feel good 
(consider all those people from the dark and dingy 
parts of the northern hemisphere desperate to 
come to a warmer, sunnier climate) and exposing 
our skin to the sun, at least for a while, does have 
definite health benefits.

But over exposure really is too much of a good 
thing.

The Slip, Slop, Slap campaign, initiated some 
35 years ago - and which has more recently 
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Merriwa Auto Electrical
All modern vehicles have many electronic 
components.  These are very complex systems. 
Diagnosing faults can be challenging and time 
consuming. Fortunately, at Merriwa Auto Electrical, 
we have a “scan tool”. While it does not replace 
the benefits of experience and knowledge of the 
qualified tradesperson, it can compliment and 
assist a technician in discovering any faults in your 
vehicle’s ECM (Electronic Control Module). The 
scan tool is a great addition to our workshop and 
we are very excited to be able to offer this to our 
valued clients. 

We are the people to see if you have a starter 
motor or alternator that needs overhauling, any 
wiring or lighting issues or if you need to get your 
air conditioning working. We offer many services 
such as key cutting, installation and supply  of 
ancilliary equipment such as car stereos, UHF’s, 
mobile phone cradles and driving lights. If you 
need an aerial for a specific purpose such as 
boosting internet reception, TV, UHF or remote 
water monitoring, come in and see us.

OPENING HOURS

Mon - Fri 8.30-5.30

Sat 9.00-12.00

Fax 02 6548 2668

email: merrae@bigpond.com.

Sally Hagley
6548 2114

Find us on 

Facebook!
Look for Merriwa Central 
School’s offi cial page!

certainty that they are truly “broad spectrum”. 
That is they protect against both UVB and UVA 
wavelengths of sunlight. The old rating was only 
indicative of protection from the burning UVB 
rays; however the deeply penetrating UVA rays 
are equally likely to cause cancer.

You can get more advice on choosing the most 
appropriate sunscreen and generally how to stay 
sun smart this summer, from Merriwa Pharmacy.

Robert Smith

GIFT IDEAS FOR CHRISTMAS 

It’s hard to believe we are only five weeks away 
from Christmas. Still looking for gift ideas, then 
Merriwa Post Office can help. We have picnic 
cooler baskets which are great for a day out at 
the park, handy to keep in the back of the car.  
Team it up with a picnic dining set which contains 
enough cups, plates etc for four people and you 
are ready to go. For the kids we have several 
different book packs including the Ninjago and 
friends Lego book packs. We have much more in 
stock so come in and browse. Not sure of what 
to get, then check out the gift cards. They are 
perfect for the hard to buy for person and you 
can dress it up by adding some chocolates or 
their favourite beverage. For the kids hide the 
vouchers in a santa sleigh (some candy canes 
with a block of chocolate, box of m&m’s sitting 
on top – tied together with a bow)

VIDEO STAMP 

For a limited time, when you purchase an Express 
Post and/or Express Courier International product 
you will receive a free video stamp. The sender is 
able to create a 15 second personalised video 
message that the receiver can view by either 
downloading the app or through auspost.com.
au/videostamp.

CHRISTMAS TRADING HOURS

Our trading hours over the Christmas break are as 
follows:

Wednesday 25 December 2013 – Closed

Thursday 26 December 2013 – Closed

Friday 27 December 2013 – Closed

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 2013 – Closed

Monday 30 December 2013 – To be advised

Tuesday 31 December 2013 – To be advised 

Wednesday 1 January 2014 – Closed.

MERRIWA POST OFFICE CLOSURE

Merriwa Post Office will be closed on Saturday 2 
November 2013.  Sorry for any inconvenience this 
may cause.

Merriwa Post Office hours are:
Mon-Fri 8.00am – 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am -11.00am.

Kellie Walker and Kylie Austin

Post Office Merriwa
MORE THAN JUST A POST OFFICE
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We are open for business, Rob’s back from Italy 
with some exciting new ideas! So over the coming 
weeks there will be some changing specials, be 
sure to get down and try them. Still unsure what 
to do for your Christmas party give us a call and 
let us organise something for you. Bit stuck for a 
Christmas present? Why not give a gift voucher 
from La Scaletta. 

We look forward to seeing you soon!

Robert Marchese

La Scaletta

Woolbrook Rural Industries
Another reform brought in by Keating was to 
float the A$ which till then had been fixed at 
whatever rate suited the Government and often 
set to suit political advantage. For instance, a 
high dollar meant cheap imports, (cars and 
other purchases), these much appreciated by 
the vast majority of voters, though of course it 
was also a burden (and presently still is, though 
for different reasons) on all exporters (read 
employers) including Australian agriculturists and 
manufacturers, the former being more dependant 
on a low dollar than almost anyone else. 

However, Australian borrowers at the time, with 
no recent experience of a floating dollar, were 
often naïve about all its possibilities, good and 
bad, though I was not included amongst these 
as I had for years been subject to the vagaries 
of exchange rates while working for Mercedes-
Benz. As the German economy recovered from 
wartime defeat and Germany became the power 
house she is today the floating Deutschmark had 
gradually strengthened, and the Australian price 
of Mercedes-Benz trucks had therefore risen 
substantially. This, coupled with an extraordinary 
factory delay in replacing an aging range of trucks, 
then doing so with a new line which was trouble 
prone and unsuited to Australian requirements, 
had eventually caused the present day near 
demise of Mercedes-Benz trucks in Australia.

I have already written of the liberalizing of most 
Australian Banks’ attitude to borrowing due to the 
(perceived) threat from the advent of overseas 
banks, so that they sometimes descended to 
shamelessly touting for business, and the freeing of 
the exchange rates compounded the problem. 
The banks, looking for innovative ways of increasing 
their loans and preempting and defeating the 
feared menace of the arrival of overseas banks, 
offered loans written in overseas currencies, the 
most popular being in Swiss francs which were 
undervalued compared to the A$ and therefore 
at the time appeared to offer cheap loans. 

However, they often neglected to advise 

borrowers, who in those days could be quite 
unsophisticated in such matters, that exchange 
rates could go up as well as down and frequently 
did. When the Swiss franc rose substantially and 
the Australian dollar fell, these loans increased 
by up to double the original amount when the 
time came to repay them in Australian dollars, 
bankrupting many borrowers. Therefore in 
various ways some unwary souls paid a high but 
necessary and inevitable price when Keating 
dragged Australia from its isolated near century 
old artificial cocoon into the modern day world.
Keating also made substantial reductions in tariffs 
which had been the bane of Australia for nearly 
a hundred years. These tariffs were based on the 
assumption, firstly, that Australians must attempt 
to produce everything, or almost everything, we 
needed, a task unachievable even by much 
bigger economies than ours including the USA 
and Europe. Secondly, when it was finally realised 
that we could not realistically achieve this goal 
we attempted to remedy the situation by further 
raising the price of opposition imports and/or 
lowering the price of our products with tariffs 
and/or subsidies so that, whether as a consumer 
or taxpayer, or most likely both, Australians paid a 
high price for attempting to lift themselves by their 
own bootlaces. The worst example is the now 
almost collapsed Australian car industry which has 
ruthlessly milked Australians of countless billions 
of dollars, has never ceased demanding more, 
and, until Senator Button introduced his car tariff 
reduction plan, produced vehicles which were 
admittedly cheap thanks to our tariffs and subsidies, 
but grossly inferior to their imported equivalents.

I can recall writing in these columns, at a time when 
we had five car manufacturers, that Australia 
could not economically support more than two, 
and perhaps not even one, and forecasting a 
battle in which the last three standing would be 
Ford, Toyota and Holden. Soon, with Ford all but 
gone and Holden likely to go, we will be down to 
one (if Toyota stays!!), and Holden is departing in 
a typically arrogant fashion. Having given every 
indication that it will leave, Holden is presenting 
an ultimatum to the Australian government, i.e. 
they want lots more money, they will not give any 
worthwhile commitments in exchange, and their 
demands are non-negotiable. If the rest of the 
world wishes to subsidise their car industries as we 
do ours and sell us their cars at less than true cost, 
the more fools they, and we must at last finally 
resign ourselves to the true situation, i.e. that we 
are a very small economy and, if we try to match 
Europe, the USA and Asia with the subsidies that so 
many call for, we will be bankrupted. Presently our 
Car Industry is the most heavily subsidised one we 
have, and Agriculture about the least. Is the car 
industry more important to us than Agriculture? 
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Community 
Adverts

 

Ph.  0413724232
SEAFOOD FOR CHRISTMAS

‘OUTSIDE THE ROYAL HOTEL’ 

   Tuesday 24 December - 8.00am till 11.00am

No Orders taken After 16 Dec

Email: freshseafood@iprimus.com.au   

Kent and Family wish you all a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year and would like 

thank all of you for your continued patronage.

PLEASE NOTE:  Back on Wed. 15 Jan. 2014

Times Fortnightly 8.00am - 11.00am 

Surely we need to concentrate on those areas 
which we do best, including mining, agriculture 
and niche industries where we have a skilled and 
educated workforce, and forget about those 
like car manufacturing, where huge volume is 
required to offset the countless millions of dollars 
required to design and produce even one 
new model? Particularly, and this is vital, which 
industries survive and which do not must be 
dictated by private industry and the market place 
using private money; further, and this is even more 
critical, absolutely not by politicians using tax 
payers’ money since they will inevitably choose 
those businesses and industries which represent 
the maximum political advantage to themselves.

Max Wurker

GARAGE SALE
SATURDAY 30 NOVEMBER FROM 8.30AM

GARDENING EQUIPMENT

Garden mulcher - brush cutter - line trimmer - garden 
edger - chain saw - hedge trimmer and lots more.

WOODWORK EQUIPMENT

Triton saw bench and accessories - bench belt and 
disk sander - cut off saw - three speed craftsman 
band saw - heavy duty wood router and lots more

WORKSHOP TOOLS

Three speed bench drill (16mm) - ark welder - air 
compressor and equipment - spray paint guns - 
offset vice - hammer drill - air pop rivet gun and lots 

more.

OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU INCLUDE

Camping euipment - tent, tarps, porta loo, picnic 
table and chairs and more

Hand tools - tap and dye set, pipe flange tool, wood 
plane and more

Varied - 12 volt PA system, lawn bowls, heavy duty 
sewing machine and more.

Cnr of Mackenzie and Vennacher Street

With so many great photos it was difficult to find a 
winning picture. We were tossing between these 
next couple of shots, and the reasons they were 
not chosen and is often why someone does not 
take the prize in the end, can be because:

Photography Competition

• Photo is not 
crystal clear/
sharp, this can 
often be fixed 
quickly with a 
free program 
and makes a big 
difference

• there is too 
much wasted 
image and the 
main subject is 
lost, try taking 
a step closer or 
cropping the 
image

• the image is a 
bit dark, again 
editing can help 
or try using a flash

• be sure to keep 
eyes nice and 
sharp, they draw 
the attention of 
the viewer.

A photo liked is a 
personal choice but 
these little hints may 
help someone.

be surprised at the 
difference a little editing 
can do to an image.

Thank you to Merriwa 
Pharmacy for this months 
prize.

Next month, Christmas in 
the Country, sponsored 
by Melalueka Rural 
Supplies.

Tina Taylor

Each month the three judges go through each 
of the images (with no idea on who they belong 
to) and a photo is chosen. Please keep these 
suggestions in mind for the next month, you will 
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P:  Scone Office 6540 1100  P:  Merriwa Office 6521 7000  P:  Murrurundi Office 6540 1350 
E:  council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au  W:  www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au 

A Quality Rural Lifestyle in a vibrant, caring & sustainable community 

RESCHEDULED 
 

MEETING DATE RESCHEDULED 
FESTIVAL OF THE FLEECES COMMITTEE 

 
Due to unforeseen circumstances the next 
meeting of the 2014 ROSTO Olives Festival of the 
Fleeces has been postponed to Tuesday 
December 10, from 6.00pm to 8.00pm at 
Council Chambers, Merriwa. 
 
Community members and new volunteers most 
welcome. 
 
P:  Liam Garment 
 
 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH THE HELP OF 

THE RESOURCE CENTRE 
 
Do you need a brochure, poster, or story typed 
to promote your business? Then the Merriwa 
Resource Centre can help you. Come in and tell 
us what you want and together we can work 
out a layout and design.  There is no set cost as 
a quote will be provided depending on what 
you are after.  Save with Bulk printing as the  
more print further discounts can be provided in 
a quote for your consideration. 
 

NEED A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE? 
 
A Justice of the Peace is available at Council’s 
Merriwa office and Resource Centre to witness 
the signing of documents such as affidavits and 
statutory declarations, and to certify copies of 
documents. 
 
Please be aware:- 
 you are required to produce your original 

documents when requesting certification of 
copies; and 

 you MUST NOT sign any document prior to 
being in the presence of the Justice of the 
Peace 

 
A Justice of the Peace is available Monday to 
Friday between the hours of 9.00am and 
5.00pm.  It is advisable to check availability prior 
to attending.  This is a FREE service.  
 
P: Liam Garment 6521 7046 

MERRIWA BUSINESS STREET CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

The Merriwa Business Street Christmas 
Celebration and Shop Local campaign is going 
to have a new element this year with 98.1 Power 
FM promoting the evening as well as local 
businesses in the two weeks leading up to the 
event. 98.1 Power FM will also be broadcasting 
live on the evening where there will be carols in 
the street, market stalls, Christmas specials and a 
special visit from Santa. 

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE   
WIN OVER  

$850  
IN THE SHOP LOCAL CAMPAIGN RAFFLE  

 
Thursday 5 December 2013 4.30pm to 7.30 pm 

 
Thank you to the following Sponsors 

 
Cross Country Merriwa 

Merriwa RSL 
Merriwa Sports Club 

 

SHOP LOCAL CAMPAIGN 
 

Shoppers who purchase over $20 at any of the 
above mentioned businesses will receive a free 
entry into the Christmas Raffle made up of gift 
vouchers from the above mentioned 
participating businesses. Just write your name 
and contact details on the back of your receipt 
and return to the business owner as your entry 
ticket. The winner must be present on the 
evening of the draw to win the total prize 
valued at over $850.00. 
 

P:  Liam Garment 6521 7046 
 

DECEMBER MEETING SCHEDULE  
 

Development & Environmental Services 
Committee 
Tuesday 10 December 2013, 10.00am 
Works & Technical Services Committee 
Tuesday 10 December 2013, 1.00pm 
Community Services Committee 
Tuesday 10 December 2013, 4.00pm 
Finance Committee 
Friday 13 December 2013, 1.00pm 
Ordinary Council Meetings 
Monday 16 December 2013, 5.00pm  
 
All meetings are held at Council’s Administration 
Centre, Scone, unless otherwise stated. 
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  Cross Country Merriwa Pty Ltd 
   ABN: 91 278 634 472 

PO Box 37
167 Bettington Street

MERRIWA NSW  2329
PHONE: 02 6548 2106   –   FAX: 02 6548 2156 

Email: accountsccm@bigpond.com 
Email: crosscountrymerriwa@bigpond.com 

EXCLUSIVE to MERRIWA ONLY 

 

Chance to Win! 
Cross Country Merriwa 

Come in for a service on your vehicle in the 
month of December & January at cross 

country merriwa, and Go into the draw for a 
chance to win a 26cc brush cutter. 

 Drawn monday 3rd February 2014 

YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY TEAM  
______________________________________                 ____________________________________ 
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Merriwa Pharmacy 
Christmas Stock in NOW! 

 

Perfumes, Photo 
Frames, Beauty, 
Men’s, Ladie’s… 

AND MORE! 
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Alexander Downs is proudly 100% Hunter Valley owned and operated.
From our paddock to your plate - Quality Guaranteed

Beef and Pork delivered to the Upper Hunter every second Friday

Please place orders by 5pm Mondays for Friday delivery. For Order Forms
Phone: 6548 5170 or 6548 5008. Fax: 65485181. 

alexanderdownsgroup@bigpond.com

SPECIAL 
Crumbed Steak $9.50/kg 

1.5kg Fillet Packs $22.50/kg
We are now taking orders for our traditionally smoked Christmas hams and 

rolled pork loins.   
Delivery Friday 6.12.13

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Ph:    6541 5331   

Fax:  6541 0330

VIEW AT www.jtsrealty.com.au

There are three large bedrooms, a big lounge with R/C Air, original bathroom and 
a modernised kitchen featuring a dishwasher, electric oven and a combustion 
stove. The home is in good condition thoughout but with lovely period features 
would make an excellent renovator. The yard is fully fenced and has a single 
garage

5 Cullingral Street Merriwa   $169,000

Boasting outstanding views over Brindley Park and beyond to the mountains 
this 3684sqm vacant block is an ideal spot to build your dream home. The 
driveway is already constructed, water connected and power is at the boundary. 
The block is fenced on three sides with only one near neighbor. 

16 Gumman Lane Merriwa   $85,000

36 Old Scone Road Merriwa   $470,000
This 13 acre property is fully fenced with one main paddock which has a dam 
and the house yard. Water is supplied via town water or on-site storage tank. 
The house is 9 years old, there are five big bedrooms, four with built in robes 
and R/C Air. There are two living areas with a large lounge with R/C Air and a 
fully enclosed sunroom at the rear. The kitchen is solid timber with a pantry 
and dishwasher. Attached to the kitchen is a casual dining area plus a big formal 
dining. There is a double garage with remote doors and a separate single garage 
with power. 
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Melaleuka Rural Services

www.melaleukaruralservices.com

Horse Breaking

Shoeing & Trimming

Problem Horses

Property Management 

In Owner’s Absence

Equine Dentistry

Agistment

Contract Mustering

Contract Fencing

Horses For Sale

Phone  0429131339

Businesses

 
MERRIWA PAINTING 

& DECORATING 
 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
FREE QUOTES 

 

Friendly service with 25 years  
experience 

Fully insured 
 

             KYM DANIEL  
     ph- 0409 015 678 

 

 

 

 

  CURTIS GANT IRVING 
              SOLICITORS 

 

Proud to Have Serviced the People of the Upper Hunter Since 1890 

PRACTISE AREAS INCLUDE: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

59 BROOK STREET 

MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333 

86 BETTINGTON  

MERRIWA NSW 2329 

Property Law/Subdivisions  Criminal Law 

Conveyancing  Litigation & Court appearances  

Accident Claims  Business Law & Leases 

Wills and Estates  Family Law  

Powers of Attorney  General Legal Work 

Muswellbrook 02 6543 2433   Merriwa 02 6548 2205

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOW LOADER 
         GRADER 
TRUCKS & DOGS 

 

EXCAVATORS 
DOZERS 

WATER TRUCKS 
 
 

Owner Operators since 1960 

EXCAVATION    EARTHWORKS    HAULAGE      
Merriwa 

0417506769 
Ph: 6548 2246 
Fx: 6548 2629 

6 Gooch St Merriwa 2329 

Russell’s Earthmoving   Pty Ltd 

Di & Mark Killen, 
Cannock Pastoral 
Company, ‘Papanui’, 
Merriwa, NSW, 2329 

Telephone: 
(02) 6548 2493

PLOUGH INN TO 
CASSILIS

16 Buccleugh St Cassilis 
(opposite the pub)

Cafe/Gallery/Quality Used 
Furniture

Friday - Sunday 10.00am – 
4.00pm or by arrangement

Phone 6376 220/ email 
ploughinntocassilis@

gmail.com 

 
La Scaletta 

PIZZERIA

Traditional Wood-fired pizza 
 

Friday 6pm – late 
Saturday 6pm – late 

 

Call us for your next function! 
 

(02) 6548 3005
0419 252 257 Robert

robert.marchese@bigpond.com

 Merriwa Relay for Life 

Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th November 2013

 

Chair: Ray McConnell 
(02) 6548 2077 / 0458 482 899 
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 Woolbrook Rural Industries 
Max Wurcker 6548 2150 

 

Nearly everything for farmers at rock bottom 
prices! Conventional & electric fencing, pumps, 

spraying equipment, poly & PVC pipes, 
generators, tanks, silos etc 

 

Visit our very comprehensive website: 
www.woolbrookrural.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Multi Award Winning 
Local Solar Company 

CEC Accredited Solar Specialist in: 
 PV Grid Connect 
 PV Stand Alone 
 Solar Hot Water 
 Solar Water Pumping 
 Solar Maintenance 
 Solar Repairs 

 
SPECIAL prices for  

Upper Hunter Customers 
PO Box 141 DENMAN NSW 2328                         

PHONE: 02 6547 1100 

Local prime lucerne hay for all your stock needs!

Small square and round bales available now!

Please phone Richard on 0467 706 220.

Pick up or delivery can be arranged.

R & M Moore         
Rural Support Services 
            

Your local comprehensive rural contracting service 
 All types of rural fencing - metal & timber   
 Property maintenance  
 Mustering and all associated cattle work 
 Property management 

 
Phone:  65482992 
Email:   rmbcdmoo@bigpond.net.au 
 

Phone Roger on 
0427 153 446 
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NEWSPOWER & 
OFFICESMART 

AGENT 

 

Neville and Leanne Hook 

      65 482 031
      mwanews@bigpond.com 
www.merriwanewsagency.com.au  

  

Boutique Salon Providing 
Professional Hair and Makeup 
Services. 
Opening  Hours:- 
Tuesday 10am—5.30pm 
Wednesday & Friday 9am—5.30pm 
Thursday 9am—Late by Appointment 
Come Visit Hayley or Call 6548 2666 

 

 

 

MERRIWA TOURIST 
WELCOMING CENTRE 

& MENS’ SHED 
Arts, Crafts, farm produce! 

Clean toilets! 
CENTRE:  

Open every day 
 09.30am – 2.30pm 

MENS’ SHED:  
Every Thursday 
10.00 onwards 

President: J. Alker 
Secretary: E. Shipway 

Tel: 6548 3201 
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Custom Made 
Kitchens 

M
ed

ic
a

l

DR NOMAN JAWAAD
Medical Practice 

Cnr Brisbane &  
MacKenzie Streets 

Merriwa 
Open Monday – Friday 8am – 5.00pm 

For appointments  
please phone 

6532 5013 

Open Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday 8am - 5pm

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Merriwa Branch & District Council 

 
“...a strong and united voice for our 
members on issues that affect their 
business, farms and families.” 

 
President:  

Patrick Ryan    0428 485 090 
Secretary/Treasurer: 

Aileen Hogan  0455 455 760 
 

www.nswfarmers.org.au 

 

 

 

 0488 727 032 
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C
hurches

  

Catholic Parish 
Merriwa & Cassilis 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s Merriwa 

1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday ‐ Sat 6.00pm 
2nd & 4th Sunday ‐ Sun 8.30am 
St Joseph’s Cassilis 

2nd & 4th Sunday ‐ 10.00am 
 

Parish Priest  ‐  6548 2086 
Convent  ‐  6548 2123 

St Vincent de Paul ‐ 6548 3092 

 

 

 

Sp
orting

 

 

Schools

MERRIWA FITNESS CENTRE 

 

Mondays 5.30pm 
Tuesday 6.00pm 

Wednesday 5.30pm 

 

Personal Training at your 
own home or at the Gym 

also available. 
Other classes available 

 

Annie Rodgers 
0408 482 778 

 

 

Our Centre is open Monday - 
Friday and caters for children 

2-5 years.
Providing Quality Early 
Childhood Education
Enquiries Welcome

Ph 6548 2083
Fax 6548 2480

 

 
 

P&F President - Dermot 
Shannon 

 

 

Merriwa Central 
School 

Primary Campus: 
6548 2101

Secondary Campus: 
6548 2119

Merriwa Touch Football 
Wednesday Nights

Junior and Senior Comp
President: Tina Taylor

Senior Vice President: Trent 
Cooper

Secretary: Barbra Eipper
Treasurer: Brad Hunt

For more information contact 
6548 2124 after hours.

RINGER ONLINE
Are you hip with 
laptops, tablets and 

computers?

Why not check out the 
Ringer online at:

h t t p : / / w w w .
merr iwa-c.schools.
n s w . e d u . a u /

newsletters

G
roup

s

September 20th,21st & 22nd 2013 

          Proudly supported by   

        

        President: Rob Tindall 0427 761 159 

        Secretary: Toni Jones 0498 378 500 

          secretary@merriwashow.com.au 

        Treasurer: Allen Reed 0428 513 113 

           Merriwa Springtime Show 

www.merriwashow.com.au 

 

 
 

 

President: David Cameron 
6548 7272 

Secretary: Megan Richards 
0427 437 743 

Treasurer: Pauline Lawler 
0400 482 444 

 
 

 

 6548 2998 
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Merriwa Sports Club

Mondays - Happy Hour - 4.00pm to 5.00pm
       - Social Darts - 7.00pm
Tuesdays - Rotary meets - 7.00pm for 7.30pm
Thursdays - 7.00pm Bingo and Super 39
Fridays - Happy Hour - 5.00pm to 7.00pm and free 
raffles - nine  prizes
Saturdays - Monster Raffle selling from 7.45pm, 
40 prizes plus winners jackpot, dinner draw and 
Saturday badge draw
Sundays - Members badge draw plus three raffles 
choice of $25.00 meat or fuel vouchers.
Markets fourth Sunday each month from 10.00am 
winter, and 9.00am (Daylight Saving Time). New 
stalls are always welcome.

The Sports Club provides a wide range of 
benefits for members and guests.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013/14 season training
 from 5.30 to 6.30pm 

Merriwa No. 2 Oval
(throughout Terms 4 & 1)

Enquiries to: Tash Taaffe
6548 5002 or email:

 tashholden@bigpond.com

LITTLE ATHLETICS

26 April 2014

 

 

Last Sunday each month - Smorgasbord all you 
can eat Chinese entree, mains and desserts.
Casual Bowls and Golf also available.

WEEKEND RESULTS
Saturday 23 November 2013
Saturday Members Draw no 60 not won next 
week $270.00
Winners Jackpot  not won drawn next week 
$400.00.
Free Tickets:   Janine Coombs
Dinner:   Paul Cronin
Bowls Raffle:   John Rindfleish

Sunday 24 November 2013
Sunday Members draw no 339 not won next week 
$1050.00.

TRANSPORT SERVICE IS AVAILABLE FRIDAY 
Don’t take the risk and drive when for $3.00 per 
person you can be chauffeured home.

To access the transport service you must book 
through the Sports Club to check availability of 
the service.

SPONSORS FOR 2014
Why not think about coming on board in 
2014 and support the Merriwa Ringer, now 

in production for over 20 years!

It is easy to do, just contact the office at 
the Merriwa Central School on 6548 2119 

and we will assist you!
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Cassilis Bowling Club
Friday night Snack Bar 

Affordable family meals.

Friday night raffles
Meat trays, Vegetable trays, Schooner Draw, 
Joker Draw,  Members Draw and Vegetable trays. 

Last week’s results
Members Draw: $70 – Robert Major - unsuccessful 
- $75 next week

Joker Draw: $788 – Ev Kirkland – unsuccessful - 
$830  next week.

TWILIGHT BOWLS WINNERS

Linda and Tek

Rester was won by Nick Thompson.

Bookings: Cassilis Bowling Club 6376 1002.

Hilary Parker

Merriwa RSL Club
The Members Lucky Badge for $1050.00 was  won 
on Friday at 8.30pm, the number was 651, this 
week it commences at $500.00. 

The 7.00pm draw for $120.00 was not won the 
number was 585, this week it jackpots to $140.00. 

The 9.00pm draw for $120.00 was not won the 
number was 355, this week it jackpots to $140.00. 
LTPS/13/04473.

The Sunday Morning Badge Draw for $1050.00 was 
not won last week the number was 762, this week 
it jackpots to $1100.00 and will be drawn between 
11.30am and 1.30pm and you must be present to 
win the money. LTPS/13/04473.

The Friday 8.30pm badge draw and the Sunday 
badge draw both now commence at $500.00.  

COMING EVENTS

Sunday 22 December - RSL Club Christmas 
luncheon, cold meats and salads.

The Club currently has a Christmas Raffle running; 
tickets are $1.00 each and are on sale from the 
bar. 

First - Sound dock digital music system

Second - Spit roaster

Third - four piece caras wicker outdoor lounge 
setting. 

Saturday 19 July 2014 - The Beach Boyz Tribute 
Show.

DON’T FORGET BINGO
Every Thursday Night commences 7.00pm.
Win Sporties vouchers for meat and other business 
houses plus SUPER 39 $100 gift voucher.

DON’T FORGET SOCIAL DARTS
Mondays 7.00pm draw for partners. All welcome.

THE SPORTIES
Chinese/Australian Restaurant - Smorgasbord last 
Sunday in the month. 

All you can eat entree, main and dessert.

Shan and Jinna also have lunch time specials.

Open for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12 noon 
to 2.00pm. Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5.30pm 
to 9.00pm. Closed Mondays. Reopens 5.00pm 
Tuesday. For bookings and take away - call 6548 
3228. 

THE SPORTIES ENTERTAINMENT LINE UP 

Entertainment
Saturday 14 December

Club Christmas Party
Chinese/Australian smorgasbord

Dance to KYDA
6.30pm fpr 7.00pm

Tickets $25 under 12 $15 
under 3 free

Please book before 8 December

Friday Twilight Mixed Mufti is back
 Fridays 6.00pm start

Come along, have a fun evening and maybe win 
a prize

Markets
Sunday 22 December 10.00am

Smorgasbord
Sunday 29 December.

John Rindfleish

LADIES BOWLS NEWS
Rained out, wonderful!

Beatrice Voysey

GOLF  NEWS

No news is good news!

Andrew Medway

Find us on 

Facebook!
Look for Merriwa Central 
School’s offi cial page!
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* When reporting an incident to the Police, always request and record your Incident Reference Number 

Numbers were a little light on this week on some 
of the teams, makeing games a little harder 
for their team mates but they battled through, 
enjoying the game. Thank you to the boys who 
refereed these games. Some of these junior 
players are really developing and it is great to see 
these youngsters enjoying themselves. Hopefully 
all juniors have their shirts now, thank you must 
go to their sponsors - Rockwell Livestock and 
Property, Max’s Country Cuts, Williams’ Concrete 
and Maben Property. These four sponsors came 
on board without any request, to assist the juniors 
in feeling part of a team. Thank you.

SENIORS

Speaking of sponsors, the senior teams are looking 
great as each week a new team turns up in their 
team shirt. Most of these teams have approached 
organisations for sponsorship on their own back, 
so a thank you must go out to these sponsors. We 
hope to mention your name in a future article.

Again, numbers were a little light on for some of 
the teams, creating some exhausted players on 
the feild. This time of the year is a busy time for 
many, lets hope that this is the reason.

Thank you to those who refed, especially to those 
who either don’t play or refed to cover other 

Merriwa Touch Football

Sporting
N

ew
s games. Without refs games can not play.

COMING EVENTS

Thursday 28 November - Touch Football meeting 
- Merriwa Sports Club at 6.00pm - All welcome to 
attend.

ROUND 7 - 4 DECEMBER

6.00pm:
F1 Toogee v Blood, Sweat Ref Incred-e
F2 Yellow v Green  Ref ROAR

6.45pm:
F1 E-Lemon v Incred-e  Ref Bowling
F2 Blue v Red   Ref ROAR

7.30pm:
F1 Pink Bitz v E-Lemon  Ref Smooth
F2 RHC v Bowling  Ref Beau knows

8.15pm:
F1 Beau knows v Royal Hotel Ref Welderup
F2 Incred-e v Smooth  Ref Pink Bitz

Bye  Half Witz and Merriwa Tyre Service.

ROUND 8 - 11 DECEMBER

6.00pm:
F1 Welderup v Bowling  Ref Tyre Service
F2 Blue v Red   Ref ROAR

6.45pm:
F1 E-Lemon v Blood, Sweat Ref Incred-e
F2 Yellow v Green  Ref ROAR

7.30pm:
F1 Tyre Service v RHC  Ref ROAR
F2 Pink Bitz v Incred-e  Ref E-Lemon

8.15pm:
F1 ROAR v Beau knows  Ref RHC
F2 Half Witz v Toogie  Ref Blood

Bye Smooth Operators and Royal Hotel.

Correction to last weeks publication of the ladder: 

Toogie Fighting Spirit - 6points 
Smooth Operators - 6points 
Blood Sweat and Beers  and Half Witz - 5points 
This is as of round four, new points have not been 
updated.

For more informations, please contact me on 
6548 2124 or merriwaresource@hotmail.com.au 
or via the Merriwa Touch Football 2013 Season on 
Facebook.

Tina Taylor

JUNIORS
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Relay for Life          The Committee of the Merriwa Relay for Life would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the Merriwa 
Community for all their support for our recent 
Relay fundraiser. 

In excess of $20,000 was raised for the Cancer 
Council – a huge effort for such a small town, 
and even more amazing due to the fact that we 
didn’t hold the full overnight Relay function.
We hope to have an exact total from the Cancer Council 
by the end of this week – so keep an eye out in next week’s 
Ringer.

Raffle winners were: 

First:   Rebecca Hartshore

Second: Barbra Eipper 

Third:  Horry Tudor 

As we have many people to thank for making this event 
possible we will do this over the next few weeks. However 
I would like to start by thanking the committee that has 
worked hard over the past 11 months to make this years 
Relay a reality. Thank you to Bruce and Julie Smith, Loretta 
Cooper, Vicki and Gavin Gleeson, Bryan Baker, Liam 
Cronin, Adam Johnston, Mark Sparrow and Sue Shooter. 
Also to Barbara Cronin, Nerida Bailey, Ebony McConnell, 
Jade McConnell, Matthew McConnell, Paige McConnell 
and Matthew Pettett for all their help on and leading up 
to the Relay.   

A special thank you to our major sponsors Merriwa RSL 
Club, Rockwell Livestock and Property, Welderup and 
Merriwa Home Hardware.

More next week.

Carlita and Ray McConnell
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What’s  happening?
Send your calendar information in before 12 noon 
Mondays to merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Interested in 
placing an 

advert in the 
Ringer?

Contact Tina 
Taylor on 

6548 2119.
NOVEMBER
Friday 29 • Messy Church - ‘Advent’ - 3.30pm
Saturday 30 • Men’s Breakfast - 7.30pm
DECEMBER
Wednesday 4 • Merriwa P&C meeting - Merriwa RSL Club - 7.00pm
Saturday 14 • Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party - 6.30pm for 

7.00pm start - Dance to ‘Kyda’
Sunday 22 • Christmas in the Park - Apex Park - 7.00pm
Sunday 29 • Farewell to Rev’ds Mandy and Mick Wheatley - 

School of Arts - 2.30pm - 3.00pm
JANUARY
Monday 13 • Horse Section Program Meeting - Merriwa Show - 

Merriwa RSL Club - 6.30pm
FEBRUARY
Tuesday 19 • Campdraft General Meeting - Merriwa RSL Club - 

7.30pm

MCS in touch with our community


