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Wishing our readers a 
wonderful Christmas and a  
safe and happy New Year. 

 
We will resume on 

Thursday 7 February, 
2013, and look forward to 

continuing to inform 
Merriwa and surrounding 
communities about local 

issues and events. 
 

From the staff and 
students of Merriwa 

Central School 
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 Ph.  0413724232 

SEAFOOD FOR CHRISTMAS - OUTSIDE 
THE ROYAL HOTEL 

SUNDAY 23 December - 8am until sold out.  
No Orders taken after 16 December.   

Email   freshseafood@iprimus.com.au 
Kent & Family wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and would like thank all of you for your 

continued patronage. 
 PLEASE NOTE:  Back on Wed. 9 January 2013 

 Times Fortnightly 8.00am - 11.00am  

Merriwa Pre-school requires a: 

Full Time ECT Teaching Director/Nominated Supervisor commencing Term 
1 2013. We cater for 20 children per day and operate 5 days per week. 
We are seeking a motivated, passionate professional to join our team.  

 

Essential Criteria 

 We are seeking a Bachelor of Education Early Childhood 

 Diploma in Teaching Early Childhood may also be considered 

 Good understanding of National Quality Standard, Regulations and Early Years Learning 

Framework 

 Ability to build relationships with children, families, Committee and all other staff 

 Commitment to ongoing professional development 

 Understanding of WHS responsibilities 

 Extensive knowledge of child development 

 Demonstrated effective leadership and interpersonal skills 

 Ability to undertake the role of Educational Leader 

 2 employment related referees 

 A  statement of your personal philosophy for Early Childhood Education 
 

Desirable Criteria 
 Experience working with children with additional needs 
 Current asthma and anaphylaxis training 
 Current first aid certificate 
 Statement of Attainment in Child Protection 
 

Working With Children Check will apply. Applications close 4 January 2013. Please contact  
Kim Holland (Vice President) on: 0422035576 for a package containing all relevant information 

and requirements. Applications/resume to  Kim Holland: kimholland1369@gmail.com 

FOR SALE 
  

Rocking 
Horse very 
good order. 

 

$450 or 
best offer 

 

Phone: 654 87241 

mailto:freshseafood@iprimus.com.au
mailto:kimholland1369@gmail.com
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

 
Important Dates 

 
2013 
 
JANUARY 
 
Wednesday 30 Start of School - Yr1 -12 
 
Thursday 31 Start of School for Kinder  
 
FEBRUARY 
 
Tuesday 5 School Photos 
 
Wednesday 6 Secondary Swimming Carnival 
 
 P&C Meeting, Merriwa RSL - 7pm 
 
Friday 8  Primary Swimming Carnival 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

We have ended the year with two wonderful 
presentation ceremonies recognising student 
achievement. Congratulations to all students 
who have worked hard throughout the year to 
achieve their personal best. 

I would like to thank our dedicated staff who 
have assisted students and parents over the 
school year, our Learning Support Officers, 
Administration Staff, General Assistant, and 
teaching staff. 

Thank you to parents who have supported their 
children and encouraged their learning, through 
assistance with Home Readers, assignments, 
and weekly homework. Education is really a 
partnership between teachers and parents. 
 
At a time of tragedy when the events at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School reverberate around the 
world, take a moment to cherish our young and 
enjoy the Christmas break with family and 
friends. 
 
We look forward to seeing all students return 
relaxed and refreshed ready for a new school 
year in 2013. 
 

Darren Noonan 
Principal 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

AWARDS 
 
Students of the week for week 9 were Nikita 
Constable, Naketta Cameron, Mackenzie 
Blackadder and Ella Towell with the books 
they received for being student of the week. 
Absent was Jack McAlister of Class 5/6 

Students of the week for week 10 were Josie 
Porter, Courtney Eveleigh, Libbie Towell, Ellie 
Whitby and Rhys Turner (absent). A late Gold 
Award was also conveyed at lunch time to 
Montana Cronin. 

Molly Wong received a credit in the UNSW 
computer test, held earlier this year. Harrison 
Amidy, Tiara Edens-Rosa and Ruby Wong 

were all presented with 
participation certificates 
in the same competition. 
Well done to all 
students. 
 
At last week‟s assembly 
there were many award 
winners. Receiving a 
bronze award were 
Mad ison Naurshat , 
Logan Pike, Jamie Constable, Jayden Shadlow-
Walls and Damien Constable. Silver awards were 
awarded to Kaitlyn Smith, Jessie Watson, Jack 
Fairhall, Tanja Sormaz, Thomas Amidy, Paige 
Dewson, and Paige McConnell. Gold Awards 
were awarded to Shai Blackadder and Samantha 
Bristow. Well done to our last award winners of 
the year! 

STRING ORCHESTRA 
 
Last Tuesday the Primary campus was visited by 
the Upper Hunter Conservatorium of Music 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

String Orchestra. The Pre-School students from 
the Tuesday class also came to attend and we 
all had a wonderful time. We heard some lovely 
music and got to learn about different 
instruments including the violin, the viola, the 
cello and the double bass. Some members of 
the orchestra were the same age as some of 
our students and it was inspiring to hear about 
the dedication they have to learning music. 
Thank you to the conservatorium and to Ms 
Kershaw for organising such a lovely concert. 
 

SCRIPTURE ASSEMBLY 
 
Last Wednesday the Primary classes attended 
the final Scripture assembly for the year. The 
year 6 students performed a short play called 
„The Three Wise Men and the Three Wiser 
Camels‟. All the students participated in some 
carol singing and prayer. The year 6 students 
were also presented with their bibles as 
graduation gifts. The children all had a 
wonderful time and are thankful for their gifts 
of cards and a candy cane. 
 

YEAR 6 FAREWELL 
 
Last Thursday the year 6 students celebrated 
their final year of Primary school with dinner 
and dancing at the Merriwa RSL. The boys 
looked very handsome in their suits and the 
room was filled with the colour of many 
beautiful dresses. Mr Noonan, Mrs Hoye, Mr 
Kite and Mrs West joined the students for 
dinner and a lovely farewell cake for dessert.  

Thank you to the P&C for kindly donating the 
cake. Thank you to Mr Kite for organising a 
lovely evening which included a slideshow of 

photos of the students from over the years. The 
students then joined the secondary disco and 
danced the night away with their future peers. 
We would like to wish all the year 6 students 
best of luck for their years on the Secondary 
campus. 

 

CHRISTMAS THEMED ASSEMBLY 
 
On Friday the Primary campus celebrated their 
last assembly of the year with Christmas items 
from each class. First to perform was 
Kindergarten who sang „Santa Claus is Coming‟‟. 
The Kindergarten students all looked very cute 
in their reindeer antlers. 

The 1/2 class performed next and everyone was 
very proud to see Mr Grant finally showing off 
his skills on the guitar. They sang „Santa Bring 
Me a Dinosaur‟ as Mr Grant played and even 
sang along with the class! 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

The 2/3 class were next to perform and sang 
an alternative rendition of the 12 Days of 
Christmas called „The Fair Dinkum Aussie 12 
Days of Christmas‟.  
 

The 4/5 class followed suit and sang their own 
song adaptation they named „Santa‟s Grenade‟ 
as it was based on the Bruno Mars song 
„Grenade‟. The class changed their lyrics to sing 
the song about Santa. 
 

The 5/6 class performed last and stole the show 
with an amazing rendition of „Gangnum Style‟ 
they called „Santa‟s Style‟. Mr Kite recorded 
some great vocals onto track music and starred 
Abby Dewson as Santa and Jack McAllister as 
Baby Jesus.  

Rebecca West 
Assistant Principal 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

DP REPORT 
  
Some of our students would have noticed a 
special visitor to the Secondary campus in 
recent times. Next year we have a student who 
is scheduled to enroll and he is accompanied 
by a guide dog. With this in mind I would like 
to take this opportunity to share some basic 
Guide Dog ettiquette tips ahead of next year. 
 
Etiquette in the company of a person using a 
Guide Dog. 
 
Please do not: 
 pat the Guide Dog 
 feed the Guide Dog 
 distract the Guide Dog 
 make the Guide Dog the centre of 

attention 
 
These may all cause the Guide Dog to lose 
concentration, and put the person relying on 
its guidance at risk. 
 
The Guide Dog User has been trained in the 
most appropriate techniques for working, or 
correcting the Guide Dog. Please only provide 
assistance if requested by the Guide Dog User. 
 
If offering guiding assistance, be on the person 
using the Guide Dog‟s opposite side to his or 
her dog. 
 
Important: Remember to treat all people with 
a disability as a person first and then consider 
their impairment! 
 
 Let the person who is vision impaired 

know that you have entered the room or 
joined the group,  and if appropriate, 
who else is there 

 Identify yourself. Do not play guessing 
games such as “do you know who I am?” 

 Always make it clear to whom you are 
talking, by using the person‟s name 
wherever possible 

 Let the person who is vision impaired 
know when you are leaving the room or 
gathering so that he or she does not end 
up talking to you once you have left 

 It is not necessary to raise your voice or 
slow your speech simply because someone 
has vision impairment. Speak as you 
would normally 

 Feel comfortable in using the language 
that you usually would, including words 
such as “look” and “see” 

 Always address the person with vision 
impairment directly and never through a 
third person 

 Be cautious in the use of sarcastic humour 
and when making inappropriate gestures. 
You never know from the start whether a 
person with vision impairment has enough 
functional vision to see your body 
language and facial expressions, or not. 
Non-verbal gestures that would usually 
help to indicate that you mean the 
opposite of what you say, might not be 
appropriate 

 Never assume that a person with vision 
impairment will need or want your help as 
many people are quite capable and 
independent. A good way of finding out is 
to ask “Do you need help?” If they do 
need help, find out exactly how they want 
to be helped by asking, “How may I help 
you?” 

 
Techniques for Guiding a Person with a Vision 
Impairment - Guiding techniques are designed 
to enable a person with vision impairment to 
move through their environment safely and 
efficiently.   
 
A responsible guide will walk at a pace 
comfortable for the person with a vision 
impairment, monitoring their anxiety level, 
thinking six paces ahead, looking for potential 
hazards, and always thinking „two people‟ wide! 
 
Giving Directions - Explain clearly using accurate 
directions such as right or left; north, south, 
east or west; clock face positioning, or „in front 
of‟ or „behind‟.  
 

Adam Johnston 
Deputy Principal 
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REMINDER 
The deadline for articles and 

advertisements for the Merriwa 
Ringer is 

Monday 12.00noon 

MERRIWA’S CULTURAL EXCHANGE TO 
WARATAH 

 
Year 7 students at Merriwa Central School 
have been part of a cultural exchange with 
Waratah Technology High School this term. 
This has been an exciting adventure for 
Merriwa students who embraced the 
opportunity to get to know numerous young 
students from Newcastle who have come from 
a variety of different ethnic backgrounds. 
 
On 29 November, 19 Year 7 students from 
Waratah Technology High School came to stay 
in Merriwa Central‟s Great Hall on an 
overnight excursion. During their two days at 
our school the students participated in a farm 
visit where they enjoyed feeding calves and 
lunch catered for by our hospitality teacher, 
Mr Creamer. They also paired up with Year 7 
students from our school and participated in 
an amazing race around Merriwa which was a 
lot of fun for all students involved. 
Last Monday, 10 December, 23 Year 7 

students from Merriwa Central travelled down 
to Waratah High School in Newcastle to 
continue to form friendships with their 
Waratah buddies. During this time Merriwa 
students had the opportunity to see some of 
Newcastle‟s best attractions and experience 
life in a city school. 
 

The students participated in a cultural food fair 
and assembly at Waratah Technology High, 
where they were able to try a number of foods 
from different cultures and attend a rock 
concert on the green performed by Waratah 
High staff and students. Merriwa students also 
participated in two games of bowling on Monday 
afternoon and were lucky enough to attend a 
light house tour and an expo at Newcastle 
Museum on Tuesday. 
 
All of the students who attended this excursion 
had a wonderful time and established positive 
relationships with a number of students from 
Waratah Technology High School. They 
thoroughly enjoyed bowling and the museum 
and are eager to maintain their friendships with 
Waratah High students.    
 

Brianna Hall 
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Name:    Anastasia Martin 
Year:    8 
Favourite Subject:  PE and English 
Extra-Curricular  
activities:    Riding horses. Competing in  Polocrosse,  
   Pony Club and Camp drafting. 
Best Personal  
Achievements:  Playing Polocrosse for NSW at the Sydney  
   Royal Easter Show and receiving Secondary  
   Young Writer of the Year in the Newcastle  
   Herald  School Newspaper Competition. 
Future aspirations:  Getting selected to play for NSW at the next 
   Polocrosse Nationals. 
Year Advisor‟s  
Comment:   Anastasia is a dedicated student in the 

classroom and balances this with a variety of 
out of school activities. She has an  obvious 
passion for horses and it is wonderful to 
hear of her successes in this arena. I would 
like to take this opportunity to personally 
congratulate her on her recent awards from 
the Newcastle Herald School Newspaper 
Competition. Well done Anastasia! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW 
YEAR 

 
Merriwa Central 
School P&C would 
like to wish the 
students, teachers, 
staff and the 
Merriwa community 
a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New 
Year. 
 
We would like to 
thank the Merriwa 
Community for all 
t h e i r  suppo r t 
through 2012.  We 

would also like to thank the volunteers for 
there help fundraising without your generous 
support the P&C could not continue. 
 
Personally I would like to thank the current 
committee and members for a very 
successful year. 

Thank you one and all. Have a happy and safe 
holiday.    
 
The next P&C meeting will be Wednesday, 6 
February, 2013, commencing at 7pm. All 
meetings are held in the Boardroom of the RSL 
Club. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to invite 
all parents, new and old, to come along and 
support the P&C.  Information will be given for 
our annual General 
meeting which will 
be in March 2013. 
 
Merriwa Central 
School needs a 
P&C to continue in 
2013. 
 

Elaine Russell 
P&C President 
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Congratulations to all students for a brilliant 
week last week.  

Goodbye, good luck and thanks for the 
Memories, Year 6. 
 
Congratulations to our awesome Year 6 
students, Taine Nash and Tarnisha Winsor, 
who will graduate this Wednesday from 
Cassilis. We are honoured that you decided to 
do your primary schooling with us. You have 
both matured into excellent school leaders 
and are inspirations to your peers. Have fun 
and keep in touch! “You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in your shoes. You can 
steer yourself any direction you choose.” Dr. 
Seuss 
 

Year 6 Farewell Dinner -  
Written by Taine Nash: Last Thursday we had 
our Year 6 Dinner at Mrs Gant‟s shop and the 
food was lovely. Thank you to the parents and 
teachers for putting on a great night.  
 
Written by Tarnisha Winsor: Thank you to 
everyone that helped set up our Year 6 
Farewell. It was an enchanting night with 
delicious food and it was nice to have my Aunt 

and Uncle there to help me celebrate. A special 
mention to Steph McLennan who was a 
fantastic host all night.  

A Great Swim School 
There were some great individual 
improvements and all students showed better 
swimming skills by the end of last week. It is a 
perfect opportunity for students to continue 
swimming lessons over the holiday period. 
Please contact either the Merriwa or Coolah 
pool for more information. Many thanks to Kylie 
and Jared Austin for assisting to instruct two of 
the groups. Cassilis will continue swimming 
early in term 1 for five days.  
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61105.Dr_Seuss
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Saturday 27 April 2013 

The Christmas Scripture Play 
Our senior students acted out the play with 
expression and kept their audience entertained. 
The junior students‟ voices sounded lovely as 
we sang Christmas Time and Jingle Bell Rock. 
Thank you to Sister Bridget and Mrs Parker for 
writing and organising the play.  

School Reports 
There were nineteen great reports filled with 
students‟ reaching some personal learning 
goals. Congratulations to all students and don‟t 
forget to continue your work during the 
holidays, especially reading!  

You could be the very lucky winner! Thank you 
to the families who have begun to sell the raffle 
tickets. It will be drawn at Presentation Night 
and all money will go straight back to 
supporting the students of Cassilis.  
 1st place: Is a beautiful Christmas stocking 

and hamper (if you have more items to 
add, please bring them along! Thanks to 
the families who have already) 

 2nd place: A car service from Cross 
Country Merriwa to the value of $150 

 3rd place: Half a piece of ham and a piece 
of pork donated by „Alexander Downs‟.  

Tickets are $1 each and will be on sale before 
the beginning of the Presentaiton Night.  
 
Can you help put up the new shed please? 
Cassilis is in desperate need of a new sports 
shed so we can move the equipment out of the 
General Assistant shed which holds the petrol 
and chemicals. A new location, beside the 
weather shed, would be easily assessable to 
everyone, safer and the equipment would be 
better to locate. I am hoping that on Saturday, 
12 January we can box and pour the slab then 
assemble the shed the following Saturday, 19 
January. If you can help in any way - materials 
or labour or both, please let me know. Lunch 
will be provided both days.    
 
School resumes for staff on Tuesday, 28 
January 2013. Students return Wednesday 29 
January 2013.  
 
Wishing everyone a happy and safe Christmas 
and holiday break.  
 

Katie Bell 
Principal 
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ST JOSEPH‟S  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

On behalf of the staff of St Joseph‟s Primary 
School I would like to thank the Merriwa 
community for your support of our school in 
2012. We also wish you all a safe and happy 
Christmas. May God‟s special love touch each 
of you this Christmas so that your hearts will 
be filled with hope and love in the New Year. 
 
School will start back again on Wednesday 30 
January for Years 1-6 and Monday 4 February 
for Kindergarten. 
 
Annual New Year working bee will be held on 
Saturday 2 February commencing at 
8:30am.This will be followed by a sausage 
sizzle get together for the family. There will 
be gardening and setting up of the new 
classrooms on the agenda. Many hands will 
make it much more fun and efficient. Children 
are always welcome. We would love to have 
our new families here on this day to welcome 
you. 
 
The St Vincent De Paul group in Merriwa has 
worked overtime ensuring Christmas hampers 
have been delivered to needy families. Thank 
you to all our families who brought goods in 
to fill these hampers. 
 
My heartfelt thanks to all the staff, parents 
and children who have shown great support 
for me following my recent bereavement. 
Your thoughts, prayers and consoling words 
are much appreciated. 
 
Annual Presentation of School Achievement 
Awards - Congratulations to all students for 
their effort and achievements throughout the 
year. We especially congratulate the following 

students who received major whole school 
awards: 
 Sportsperson of the Year Award: Tamasyn 

McNaught - The recipient of this award is 
the person who achieves the highest 
standard in sports and displays exemplary 
sporting attitudes to coaches, referees, 
and other players 

 Science and Technology Award: Bailey 
Telfer - This award is open to all students 
from Kindergarten to Year 6. It recognises 
the student who demonstrates the most 
passion and enthusiasm for this subject 

 Mathematics Award: Darcy Moore - This 
award is open to all students from 
Kindergarten to Year 6. It recognises the 
student who demonstrates the most 
passion and enthusiasm for this subject 

 Environmental Award: Oliver Towell - This 
award is open to all students from 
Kindergarten to Year 6. It recognises the 
student who demonstrates the most 
passion and enthusiasm for this subject  

 Merriwa Bookies award: Tahlia Blyton and 
Ty Riley - Two encouragement books are 
given to an infant and primary student to 
support students to continue to develop a 
love of reading and books 

 Literacy Award: Clancy Martin - This award 
is open to all students from Kindergarten 
to Year 6. The recipient will be the student 
who best displays dedication and 
enthusiasm towards improving their 
achievement in Literacy 

 Citizen of the Year Award: Adam 
Constable. This award goes to the student 
who consistently represents the school 
with pride at functions outside of school 
hours. This person would be seen to be an 
active member of the Merriwa community 
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as well as of the St Joseph‟s school 
community. Attendance representing the 
school at such events as the ANZAC Day 
March, Festival of the Fleeces, Working 
Bees, attendance and contributions in 
Leadership meetings as well as embracing 
a leadership role in all aspects of life 
included both in school and externally 

 Tom Rawlinson Memorial “Actions Not 
Words” Trophy: Eliza Peebles - The 
recipient of this award shows that through 
their involvement with our Parish/School 
community they show an understanding 
of the teachings of Jesus. This 
understanding has allowed them to 
demonstrate to our school community 
varied ways of carrying out our school 
motto "actions not words". They are able 
to demonstrate the message of Jesus in 
all they do. Students feel comfortable to 
approach this student for help or guidance 
on the playground as well as in the 
classroom 

 Academic Achievement Award: Cameron 
Ninness - The recipient of this award is a 
Stage 3 student who attains the highest 
level of achievement in all Key Learning 
Areas; that is Religion, Literacy, 
Numeracy, Science and Technology, 
Human Society and Its Environment, 
Creative Arts and Physical Development 
and Health Education. 

 
Helen Whale 

Principal 
 

Learning Support at St Josephs has had a 
successful 2012. At the beginning of the year 
we welcomed our new Learning Support 
assistant, Cassandra McLaren to the team.  
 
The continued implementation of the Lexia 
Reading program, both at school and at home, 
the St Joseph‟s sights and sounds program, as 
well as the introduction of the Multilit program, 
Multiplication at home program, Getting 
Started, individualised comprehension programs 
and specialist programs for individual students 
across the school have resulted in the 
improvement of student literacy skills. 

Attending professional development days for 
Learning Support Teachers and networking with 
other Learning Support Teachers has resulted in 
new ideas and processes being implemented in 
Learning Support throughout the school. Both 
Mrs McLaren and I also attended a Multilit 
training day at Dubbo. A positive report card for 
Learning Support at St Josephs Merriwa from the 
SEV DEV process has reassured us that we are 
on the right track and doing a great job for 
students with special needs. We have also 
worked in consultation with parents/carers, other 
agencies and specialists, as well as staff from 
the CSO to assist students with special needs. 
 
A major focus in Learning Support this year has 
been the development and implementation of 
the Positive Behaviour Support program. We will 
continue to work on the elements of the PBS in 
2013. 
 
Learning Support at St Joseph‟s Merriwa looks 
forward to bigger and better things in 2013. 
Plans include implementing a new standardised 
testing policy which includes the standardised 
testing of numeracy, training and 
implementation of Minilit for year 1/2 students, 
implementation of 2012 NAPLAN analysis, 
tweaking and improving Learning Support 
processes and of course providing the best 
support possible for students with special needs. 
 
 

Tanya Ninness 
Learning Support Teacher 
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 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 

A VISUAL SNAP SHOT OF SOME OF OUR 
RECENT CELEBRATIONS OF CHRISTMAS, 

WITH CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Stay safe over the holiday break. We wish our 
families, staff and the Merriwa community a 
Merry Christmas and the opportunity to 
treasure all that is special to them. Thanks to 
the community for its support over 2012, and 
best wishes for a successful and happy 2013! 
 

Jill Martyn 
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE 
After School and Vacation Care 

Catering for 5 – 12 year olds 

By the time most of you read this article the 
children have relaxed with one (or two) days 
of the school holidays commencing! 
Throughout this year we have been fortunate 
to have some great fun at MAC with lots of 
old and new faces! Teeth have been lost, new 
friendships made, and MAC has been so 
grateful to all those who have supported us 
throughout the year of 2012. 
 
This week you will find the program available 
for this Summer period, once again, we will 
continue opening only 3 days a week, the 
more the service is used the more days we 
can offer each time holidays come around. It 
is always lots of fun for both staff and the 
children in care, so if you have a bored child 
at home how about booking them in for the 
day. Cost is $32 a day with an additional $3 
for excursions. Summer excursion will be to 
the movies (Paranorman), McDonald‟s lunch 
and ten pin bowling. Due to bus seating we 
can only take 12 children so best get in quick! 
 
The staff at MAC shared a BBQ last night with 
those who had a gap in their busy Christmas 
agenda to take some time to relax and enjoy 

one another‟s company, whilst also saying 
thank you those for utilising the service. It was 
a lovely evening and one sure to be had every 
year from now on! Thank you to all the children 
and adults (too many to name) that assisted in 
the night. Your help is greatly appreciated! 
 
The staff of MAC would like to wish everyone a 
safe and Merry Christmas and hope to see you 
all ready for the holiday program beginning 
Tuesday 8 January. 
 
Don‟t forget new enrolments are always 
welcome and we can begin taking children 
attending Kindergarten 2013 for vacation care! 
 
In other news: 
For sale: 520L fridge/freezer. This is in excellent 
condition. Selling due to MAC receiving new 
fridge in a grant. $600. Please phone 6548 2082 
or ask staff for more information. 
 
 
Merry Christmas; 
 

From Lucy Naef and all the Merriwa 
Activity Centre Staff 
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ANGLICAN NEWS 
 
Fourth Sunday in Advent: We light 
the fourth candle on the advent 
wreath.  
 
A very happy Christmas to the 
Merriwa folk & their families. May 

the time be full of joy, happiness and peace. 
 
“And when they saw the star they rejoiced with 
great joy”  Matthew2:10  
 
Church Services 
 Friday 21 December: 10am Eucharist Holy 

Trinity with discussion & sharing 
 Gummun: 11am Extended Eucharist. 
 
Christmas Services: 
 December 24:  6pm - Christmas Eve 

family service. 11.30pm - Christmas Eve 
Holy Eucharist 

 December 25: 8am - St Columba, Cassilis  
10am - Holy Trinity, Merriwa. 

 
Dates  for your Diary. 
 21 December: You are invited to a quiet 

relaxed Christmas service at Widden, 
6pm, phone Jeannie Harris on 6547 0520 

 26 December: Afternoon tea for all team 
members at the Driver Reviver 

 27 April 2013: Preliminary notice - Men‟s 
breakfast  with guest speakers from the 
National Boer War Memorial team. 

 
Reflection: As we look at the date of the Ringer 
today 20/12/2012, of which I said we would be 
experiencing last year some time. We also think 
with sadness the day that has passed, 
12/12/12. Helen Whale‟s family as they mourn 
the loss of Bryson Anderson, a husband, father, 
son & family member along with the NSW 
Police force family.  
 
Our thoughts and prayers are extended to you 
all and in the words of his loving wife, “they say 
this day will not happen for another 1000 years 
& I hope it doesn‟t ever, for another family, or 
for the Police family”. May God especially at this 
Christmas time, surround this little family with 
His loving arms. 
 
In the light of the past few days in the USA 
with those precious, innocent, little lives being 
taken. The unimaginable loss those families 
would feel. Their grief as they face the future is 
impossible to imagine.  How very dearly we 
hold those families in our prayers. May the 
Peace of Christmas fill your heart, the Joy of 
Christmas fill your home and the Blessing of 
Christmas fill your days! 

Rosalie Drew 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 20 December 2012  Page 17 

DISCLAIMER 
 

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily 
endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No 

responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee 
for the accuracy of information contained in articles. The 

advertising of and use of product names does not 
constitute recommendations or endorsement by the 
Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers indemnify the 

Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or 
proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication.  

ROCKWELL LIVESTOCK & PROPERTY 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you a safe & happy Christmas with family and 
friends, and a New Year full of good health and 
hopefully lots of rain. 
 
PBA Feeds 
As exclusive local agents for PBA Feeds from 
Toowoomba we can supply a full range of dry 
feed supplements to assist sheep & cattle 
digest dry feed as well as feedlot additives, 
green feed supplements and bloat licks.  
 
Loose licks are the most cost efficient method 
of supplementation for livestock grazing in a 
paddock on natural or improved pasture, 
forage crops or stubble.  
 
PBA Consulting Nutritionists available. Contact 
Tony for more information. 
 

Rural Property For Sale 

Picturesque wilderness blocks; A rare 
opportunity to buy a piece of the Upper Hunter 
wilderness! Nestled on the edge of Coolah 
Tops National Park, all 4 rural blocks have 
frontage to Jemmy‟s Creek. Range from 
approx. 40 - 74 acres. Each block has open 
cleared areas as well as timbered hills & rocky 
outcrops. Privately positioned & with an 
abundance of wildlife it is the perfect getaway. 
Located 54km N/W of Merriwa. Starting at 
$69,000 for 40 acres. 
 
Check out our website for new listings of 
livestock & property for sale at  
www.rockwell.net.au 
 

Tony  Inder  - 0427 485100  
Heidi Inder - 6548 5100 

FESTIVAL OF THE FLEECES 
JUNE  2013 

 
Welcome to the last edition of the Merriwa 
Ringer for 2012. Where has the time gone?!  
As time seems to be travelling so fast these 
days, now is the time to start putting things 
in place for 2013. So please remember to 
transfer this event into your  2013 diary - 
Merriwa Festival of the Fleeces - 7 & 8 June 
2013.  
 
Remind family and friends, leave no stone 
unturned! Have you thought about joining the 
Festival Team? If so you can contact the 
Resource Centre on 6521 7046. 
 
Another date to remember - We are holding a 
street stall on February 8 and would 
appreciate any help possible. We welcome 
Barbra Campbell on board who has graciously 
put her hand up to run the stalls for us (only 
2 this year). So put this date on your calendar 
and if you are able to support us with 
cooking, produce or a little time to help on 
the stall, we would be very thankful. 
 

Thank you to the committee members for  
your efforts this year, and the planning which 
is well under way for next years event. We 
wish you all a very safe and happy Christmas. 
 

Jan Cronin 

http://www.rockwell.net.au
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MORE THAN JUST A POST OFFICE! 
 
Christmas Open/Closing times 
 This Saturday, 22 December - open 9 -

11am 
 Christmas Eve, Monday 24 December - 

open 8am – 5pm 
 Christmas Day & Boxing Day - closed 
 Thursday 27 December - open 8am – 

5pm 
 Friday 28 December -  open 8am – 5pm 
 Saturday 29 December -  closed 
 New Years Eve, Monday 31 December -  

closed – no mail 
 New Years Day, Tuesday 1 January -  

closed 
 From Wednesday 2 January onwards -  

open as usual. 
 
iPhone 4 now available 
Merriwa Post Office now has the Apple iPhone 
4 in PrePaid, Telstra and 8GB version in black 
or white. Ex stock or within less than a week if 
we run out. Nearly forgot, the price only $429, 
or check out our Samsung, near equivalents 
at under $200. 
 
Last Minute Gifts 
Here‟s a selection, in stock at time of writing 
or many more in store. Remember Merriwa 
Post Office for quality gifts at great value 
prices. 
 
 In order starting at $19.95. 
Cookbook Holder. Wrought iron holder has an 
aviary theme and would tidy up your kitchen 
bench and add a touch of professionalism to 
your next party. With a chain and ball weight 
book retainer and available in cream or 
charcoal for only $19.95. 
 
Shuffle music player $19.95. Green, purple or 
silver the Pico Life, MP3 player with shuffle 
looks a lot like a popular American fruity 

brand but for a lot less at only $19.95. Includes 
headphones, 2GB of memory, USB cord and are 
very easy to use. 
 

Multi purpose Tool Set. Ideal for keeping in the 
glovebox or kitchen drawer; this versatile set 
comprises screwdrivers, Allen keys, shifter, 
sockets, tweezers & tape measure all in a HD 
PVC case. $19.99. 
 

Outdoor Clock & Thermometer. Wrought iron/
antique look wall hanging also has bird feeder 
and features an aviary theme. AA batteries 
included for clock. Nice pressie for only $24.99. 
 

Kids camping packs. Popular last year they 
include quick erect tent, sleeping bag and 
binoculars, etc for a fun backyard sleepover. 
Pink or blue for $39.99. 
 

Desk Clock - Looks very classy in glass and 
chrome. Shows day and date as well. Handy 19 
cm diameter with world map background, 
would look lovely on any desk, kitchen or 
sideboard. Battery included & solid 
construction, $39.99. 
 

Cygett Headphones. A quality unit for your i-
device or any music player with a 3.5mm 
socket. They block background noise for a 
clear, dynamic sound with powerful bass. 
Padded ear covers for optimal comfort - and 
they look terrific in white/red or black/red. Best 
buying at $39.95. 
 

E Readers - Laser EB850 at $89.95 or LeVision 
at $69.95. Both TFT colour 7 inch screens with 
Li-Po batteries giving around 7 hours reading 
time. Colour screen with video, photo‟s and 
music player. 
 

Computer Speakers. Logitec Speaker System 
Z323 in polished black. Two ported satellite 
speakers plus a mains powered, ported down 
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firing subwoofer. High power handing of 30 
watt RMS for good sound and bass without 
distortion.  Has dual RCA jack and 3.5mm jack 
input plus integrated headphone jack. Only 
$79.95. 
 
Digital Camera. Fujifilm Finepix JZ100 is 14Mpx, 
and has good 8x optical zoom.  With 6.9cm 
screen all in a small smart black metal case for 
just $119. 
 
10 inch Tablet only $249. Pendopad 4.0 with 
Ice Cream Sandwich 1 GHz op. system. 1 GB 
RAM. Front and rear cameras + mike. HDMI 
output and input. Accelerometer. Wi Fi. SDHC 
card up to 32GB. Comes with protective pouch, 
USB cable & keyboard adapter, earphones and 
charger/adapter. 
 
Prepaid mobile news.  
We have some price reductions and stock of 
new models as follows: 
 Optus Nokia Asha 302, $129. Smartphone 

with full QWERTY keyboard and new 
Microsoft OS. Also with 3.2MP camera, 
memory slot, MP3 player, Bluetooth etc 

 Telstra HTC Desire C, $185. Has 3.5 inch 
screen, 5MP camera, Beats audio 
enhancement, HTC Sense and much more 
from one of the new leaders in mobiles 

 Telstra Nokia Asha 300, $97. In black or 
striking red this new Nokia is a 
touchscreen with keypad. Has fast 
processor, 5MP camera and all the usual 
for a great price 

 Telstra Samsung Galaxy Ace now reduced 
to only $179. 

 
New Crash Camera 
The Navig(8)R crash camera is something you 
hope you never need but can offer peace of 
mind in case of accident or incident. This Hi-Def 
in-car video recorder turns on/off with your 
vehicle and records to memory card in a 
constant loop. Works in low light, has time/date 
stamp and is easily installed. Only $79. 
 
Postmasters thought for the week: 
There are no new sins. Just the old ones getting 
more publicity.          Melism 
 

Mel Gillott with Colleen, Kylie & for the 
last time Kerry & Bella 
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MERRIWA PHARMACY 
 
On behalf of everyone at Merriwa Pharmacy 
we would like to extend our best wishes to 
everyone in the extended Merriwa, Cassilis, 
Turill, Sandy Hollow, Baerami and Bunnan 
communities and their families for a safe and 
enjoyable festive season. Thank you for your 
trust and patronage. It is a great privilege to 
be involved in and contribute to the health and 
wellbeing of such strong and proactive 
communities. In 2013 we will continue to work 
as part of the Merriwa district rural health 
team to strive to deliver better health 
outcomes for our patients. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank and acknowledge the many people and 
organisations that make up the rural health 
team. In particular we would like to thank the 
members of the healthcare team that we co-
ordinate with on a daily basis: the nurses and 
staff at Merriwa hospital, Dr Salama and his 
team, the staff at Gummun Place, the carers 
from Integrated Living, the medical teams in 
surrounding towns and the specialised allied 
health professionals that visit the district. 
These people regularly go above and beyond 
the normal call of duty to get the best results 
for their patients.   
 
We would also like to acknowledge the efforts 
of the many community organisations that 
care and protect the people we love and make 
our community a better place to live:- the 
volunteer medical car drivers, Meals on 
Wheels, the fire brigade, the rescue squad, 
the church communities and the various 
service clubs and societies that continually 
develop projects to enrich our communities. 
 
2012 has been an eventful year with many ups 
and downs. We have lost some outstanding 

characters that are missed from our community 
and also welcomed the arrival of the next 
generation. It has been reassuring to see the 
community bind together in moments of grief 
and share together the joys and little victories. 
 
2013 is shaping up to be an eventful year on 
the sporting field; an Ashes series, the British 
and Irish Lions Rugby tour, a double ascent of 
the Alp d‟Huez in the Tour de France and 
maybe even a series victory of the NSW Blues, 
or even better, a premiership for long suffering 
Rabbitoh‟s fans.  
 
You don‟t have to be a sports fanatic to enjoy 
the benefits of exercise and there are plenty of 
activities available locally for all levels of skill, 
ability and fitness. Why not make a new years 
resolution to walk more, start riding a bike, join 
the gym, swim, learn to play tennis, squash, 
golf or even lawn bowls. For those who fancy 
the thrills and spills of the great outdoors 
James Estate Winery Sandy Hollow have 
developed a series of challenging mountain bike 
trails (for more information contact the winery). 
 
Be Prepared 
Many medical practitioners take leave during 
January. Please ensure that you have valid 
prescriptions for your medications to cover this 
period.  
 
Christmas Opening Hours 
Merriwa Pharmacy is open normal operating 
hours over the Christmas period (9am-5.30pm 
Monday to Friday and 9am-12pm Saturday and 
closed Sundays and public holidays). We will 
also be open this Sunday from 10am-12pm. For 
assistance outside these times please call 
health direct on 1800 022 222. 
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MERRIWA ROTARY CLUB 
 
Calling all HSC students…Merriwa Central, St 
Joseph‟s Aberdeen, Scone Grammar, away at 
boarding school? Finished the HSC this year? 
Want to go on to further studies but worried 
about the cost?  
 
Rotary has the answer. The Angus Peebles 
Memorial Educational Encouragement Bursary 
is open to any 2012 HSC student who is 
planning to pursue further tertiary studies in 
2013. 
 

The $1500 bursary aims to assist students 
who live in the Merriwa Shire and/or have 
attended Merriwa Central School and would 
like to go to university or full time TAFE but 
find it difficult due to the financial 
commitment required. 
 

If you would like to apply for this bursary 
please complete the application form which 
can be obtained from the Merriwa 
Newsagency and Merriwa Pharmacy.  Closing 
date for applications is  25 January 2013. 
 

Neil Hunt 

MERRIWA CWA 
 
All members of the CWA wish everybody a 
safe and happy Christmas and thanks to 
Candice and the Merriwa Ringer for its 
support this year. 
 
Our members enjoyed a relaxing and very 
tasty Christmas Luncheon at The Plough Inn 
at Cassilis last week and would like to thank 
Linda for a great afternoon. 
 
On January 28, 2013, we will be holding a 
craft day at our rooms in Bettington Street – 

Last Minute Gifts 
Drop in and discover some last minute gift ideas 
and stocking fillers for those hard to buy for 
people. 
 
We still have a few 2013 calendars – please ask 
for one. 
 
Community Announcements During School 
Holidays - In consultation with the Merriwa 
Progress Association, Merriwa Pharmacy will 
make available the use of the digital photo 
frame in our front window to display community 
announcements during the school holiday 
period where the Ringer is out of publication. 
Each announcement will be displayed as a 
single JPEG image in a continuous slideshow. 
 
Announcements can be e-mailed to 
merriwaimages@gmail.com – also if anyone has 
any interesting photos of what is happening 
around Merriwa we are happy to display these 
too. 
 

Robert Smith 
Merriwa Pharmacy 

everybody is welcome to attend. We will also 
be selling tea, coffee and light refreshments on 
the day, come in and have a „cuppa‟ with CWA 
hospitality.  
 
Our next meeting is on February 11, 2013, and 
remember that any art entry forms are due by 
February 15 as is your 500 word Garry Essay 
entry – The Advantages and Disadvantages of 
mobile phones.  
 

Sandra Stewart 
Publicity Officer  

mailto:merriwaimages@gmail.com
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G’DAY TO FRIENDS OF IGA 
 
After a year at the reigns of the IGA wrap up, 
this will be my last. My last Day in IGA will be 
Christmas Eve. I would like to thank everyone 
for being so friendly and encouraging during 
my time in IGA, I have learnt a lot, I‟m 
looking forward to moving on and starting my 
Agriculture Law Double Degree in Armidale 
next year.   
 
So here it is, the IGA Wrap Up; Id like to wish 
everybody and Merry Christmas and Safe and 
Happy New Year. 
 
IGA will be closed at times over the Christmas 
and New Year period the following are the 
days we are open and closed;  
 
 Thursday 20 December - 8am-7pm 
 Friday 21 - December - 8am-7pm 
 Saturday 22 December - 9am-3pm 
 Sunday 23 December -  9am-3pm 
 Monday 24 December - 8am-7pm 
 Christmas Day - closed 
 Boxing Day - closed 
 Wednesday 27 December - resume 

normal trading - 8am – 7pm 
 New Years Day - closed 
 
While in store be sure to have a look at the 
Nescafe Coffee pod machines. The „Dolce 
Gusto‟ coffee machines are at a reasonable 
price of $149.00, which is $50 cheaper then 
anywhere else, you could be making café 
quality coffees in your own home.  
 
Help us support the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. 
Simply purchase products with the „Buy Me‟ 
special tickets displayed. Just like Community 
Chest, a percentage of every purchase is 
given to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal fund. 
This is running from Monday 3 December to 
Sunday 30 December. 

The catalogue starting Monday 17 December 
continuing until Sunday 30 December is in store 
now. Come on in and enjoy Christmas with a 
local flavour; specials that are just how you like 
them. 
 
Once again while in store you should have a 
look at the fresh food specials, you‟ll be amazed 
at how much you can get for your dollar. This 
weeks specials are as follows: 
 Australian boneless pork leg roast, $7.99 

per kg. 
 BBQ beef T-bone steak, $16.99 per kg. 
 IGA bone in leg ham, $6.99 per kg. 
 Lamb loin chops, $15.99 per kg. 
 BBQ thin sausages (minimum buy 1.8kg), 

$4.99 per kg. 
 Primo easy carve leg ham on the bone, 

$16.99 per kg. 
 Pre Packed Brushed Potatoes 4kg, $5.49 

each. 
 Yellow or white peaches, $3.99 per kg. 
 Seedless watermelon, $1.29 per kg. 
 Kent pumpkin, $0.99 per kg. 
 
This week in the liquor there are specials to 
take advantage of, with many of your 
favourites at prices you will like. The specials 
this week are as follows: 
 The Gift of Great! 2 for $78 multi buy on, 

Carlton Dry and Carlton Dry Fusion with 
lime 24 packs,  

 XXXX Gold 24 packs, $34.99 each. 
 2 for $90 multi buy on, Corona Extra and 

Peroni Nastro Azzurro. 
 700ml spirits including Jack Daniel‟s 

Gentleman Jack, Dimple 15 years aged 
and Jonnie Walker Double Black Label, 
$49.99 each. 

 2 For $30 multi buy on selected 750ml 
wines, including, Oyster Bay, Secret Stone 
or Brookland Verse 1. 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 20 December 2012  Page 23 

 Wolf Blass Gold Label, Chandon NV, 
Pepperjack and Brown Brothers 750ml 
varieties, $19.99 each. 

 3 For $20 multi buy on selected 750ml 
wines, including, Banrock Station, 
Eaglehawk, Lindeman‟s Bin, Omni and 
McGuigan Black Label Varieties. 

 Yellowglen Vintage, Brown Brothers, 
Mcguigan Reserve and Tempus Two 
750ml varieties, only $12.99 each. 

 2 for $50 multi buy on Baileys original, Tia 
Maria liqueur, Baileys Orange Truffle 
Flavour and Kahulua liqueur.  

 
Quality and Freshness is always ensured in IGA, 
with 200% freshness guaranteed, that has 
stood for 10 years, that‟s something you can 
trust. You‟ll find our friendly service, market 
fresh food and a range that suits you is just 
how the local‟s like it! 
 
Once again, thank you. It‟s been a pleasure to 
be able to help all of you while doing your 
shopping.  
 
A thank you must go to Wendy, Keith, Andrew 
and the rest of the IGA staff for a year full of 
hard work, fun and learning, it‟s been a 
memorable year. 
 

Daniel Hogan   

MERRIWA HOME HARDWARE 
 
Welcome back loyal readers for your last taste 
of my dribble for 2012.  
 
Santa will be here in only 5 more sleeps. Hope 
you have been good, although I reckon I know 
a couple of you who are probably on the 
naughty list! 
 
Anyway, all that aside, lets get down to the 
nitty gritty, shall we? 
 
Our Home Hardware Christmas catalogue has 
been going pretty well, with plenty of people 
snapping up some great bargains and gift ideas. 
We have still been ordering catalogue items 
with our last order prior to Christmas being 
placed on Tuesday just gone for a Friday 

delivery. After that, next delivery will be in the 
New Year. 
 
I missed last weeks Ringer to let everyone 
know that we will be staying open until 7pm 
each weeknight and until 3pm on Saturday. 
Trading hours in January will change slightly. 
From January 17 until Australia Day, hours will 
be from 9am until 5.30pm. 
 
The Christmas Lights competition was judged 
on Sunday, right after Carols in the Park. Ron 
and Betty Campbell were the judges and were 
having difficult decision in choosing a winner 
on the night. At the time of writing, a decision 
had still not been made. I don‟t envy Ron and 
Betty having to choose a winner with so many 
great displays to choose from. Anyway, 
whoever is declared the winner will be notified 
as soon as we know. I guess by the time that 
you are reading this, the winner will have been 
announced. Congratulations and well done. 
 
Out of time again, so that‟s all for this year. 
 
Carlita, myself and all of our staff wish you all a 
safe and loving Christmas and a healthy and 
prosperous New Year. 
 
Did you know? 
Christmas gits are bestowed by different gift 
givers in various countries. These include Pere 
Noel in France, St Nicholas or Sinter Klaas in 
Holland, Father Christmas in England, the 
Three Kings in parts of Latin America and 
Spain, and Santa Claus in the United States. In 
Germany, children are visited by Christkind, an 
angelic messenger of Jesus. 
 

Ray McConnell and the crew 
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PLEASE NOTEPLEASE NOTE  
If you are sending in articles or 

advertisements by email and you do not 
receive an acknowledgement of receipt from 

the Merriwa Ringer, please contact us by 
telephone to follow it up, as we may not 

have received the email.  
Thank you 

ST. DAVID’S UNITING CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS WITH PASTOR 

ROSS NEVILLE 
 
I was travelling home after the Merriwa Carols 
in the park, to Scone, on Sunday night. A 
number of people began to warn me about 
the kangaroos along the road. I have travelled 
a lot during my life and over the last 15 years 
have averaged about 60,000km per year many 
of those kilometers in some pretty heavy roo 
country. In that time I have only had two car 
and kangaroo collisions. Only one of those 
caused me any serious mobility consequences. 
I was in a convoy of three cars, early evening 
near Boorowa. The other two vehilcles all had 
more road clearance  than my car did and 
were able to straddle the roo. The front 
landcruiser had a bull bar that hit it. I had a 
car that when it popped out from under the 
car in front there was nothing I could do about 
it damaging my passenger side mudguard and 
steering. It was around the Christmas season. 
 
Why have I been so “lucky” I have had friends 
who have been killed or handicapped for life 
by a kangaroo collision. 
 
I don‟t believe it is luck. Some of the reason I 
believe is, I have been making some effort to 
understand the psychology and habits of the 
kangaroo and listen to other drivers 
experiences. Kangaroos in numbers will 
generally come out to eat the best greenest 
and freshest feed about, which just happens 
to be along the side of the road, just before 
sundown, especially if it has been a hot day. 
They will look up when they hear you, hesitate 
and then decide which way to begin jumping 
or if to jump at all. The  understanding I have 
is that they won‟t jump if they see or hear no 
change in engine or speed of the approaching 

vehicle. If you slow down they will begin to 
jump. Which way is anyone‟s guess.  
 
The driver‟s best strategy is not to change 
speed to precipitate any jumping. The trick is, if 
they do begin to jump, aim at where they have 
come from and not try and get in front of them. 
Car manufacturers say that if you brake the car 
coming up to a roo you actually lower the 
radiator slightly, and that can be enough to do 
some really serious damage. The other strategy 
I have leaned as a Christian is to ask God for 
protection. It does actually work. The times 
when I did have my accidents were times when 
I was too rushed or arrogant and did not pray.  
 
I do not know why, but it is one of the 
mysteries of God. Why do some prayers work 
for some people and but does not work for 
others. I have no answer to that except to say 
that if you don‟t pray about things that are 
happening in your life you are missing out on a 
significant amount of peace and reassurance. I 
also do know that if things don‟t work out 
exactly the way you pray for them it doesn‟t 
worry me. I do sometimes know better than to 
give my children everything they ask me for. So 
I‟m sure God is no different. We let our children 
do somethings that might be dangerous for 
them so they can learn from the experience. 
 
Jesus came to earth to bring peace. We forget 
that peace can be needed in our daily living as 
much as anywhere else. If you don‟t know the 
peace that Jesus can give talk to some 
Christians who do. Ask them what difference 
prayer makes. 
 
May the peace of God be with you over 
Christmas. 
 
Services over Christmas will be: 
 23 December at 11am 
 25 December at  10am with Ross Neville 

at St David‟s  
 Then a break until 27 January. 
 

Ross Neville 
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REMINDERREMINDER  
  

This is the  last Ringer for Term 4, 2012. 
 

The Ringer will resume in Term 1, 2013 on Thursday 7 February  
 

The deadline will be 12 noon Monday 4 February as per usual.  

POINTS TO PONDER FROM THE PADDOCK 
 

What does that mean? 
 

Well, it could mean that our food producing 
land is not significant - but fortunately we are 
told that farmers are “irrelevant”….. 

Here‟s one: “Aquifer Interface Approval, any 
ideas? 
 
Oh, that was probably a pre-election 
commitment - I don‟t think anyone feels 
particularly committed now….. 

This Coal Seam Gas expansion is said to be 
“good for the people” - which people? 
 
Other people….usually overseas…. 

Community Consultation - that‟s where the Coal 
Seam Gas miners tell the community what they 
are going to do…..anyway. 

 
Tony Bishop 
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PLEASE NOTEPLEASE NOTE  
If you are sending in articles or 

advertisements by email and you do not 
receive an acknowledgement of receipt from 

the Merriwa Ringer, please contact us by 
telephone to follow it up, as we may not 

have received the email. 
 Thank you 

REMINDER 
 

The deadline for 
all articles and  
advertisements is  
Monday Noon,  
for distribution on  
Thursday 

MERRIWA SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
 
Please note the following details regarding our 
trip during Senior‟s Week on Wednesday 20 
March, 2013. 
 
We will be travelling with Cowans to Newcastle 
followed by a 2.5hr cruise with Nova Cruises in 
the harbour and precincts. 
 
A delicious lunch will be served on board during 
the cruise and drinks will be available at your 
own expense. 
 
The cost of the cruise, including lunch, is $49 
per person. The cost of travel with Cowans is 
$30 per person, making the total cost of the trip 
$79 each. 
 
To make it easier for payment a first deposit will 
be requires by Tuesday 22 January and final 
payment by Tuesday 26 February. 
 
This is a lovely day out and is open to anyone 
who would like to go. 
 
Please contact me at your earliest on 6548 
2383. 
 

Mary O‟Neill 

RECIPE OF THE WEEK 
WHITE CHOCOLATE & MACADAMIA 

ROCKY ROAD 
 
Ingredients 
 250g packet marshmallows, halved 
 100g packet dried cranberries 
 110g packet macadamia nuts, roughly 

chopped 
 60g pistachios (optional) 

 1/3 cup (35g) desiccated coconut 
 2 x 180g blocks good-quality white 

chocolate, chopped 
 

Method 
Grease a 20cm square cake pan. Line base and 
sides with baking paper, allowing a 2cm 
overhang on all sides. 
 
Combine marshmallows, cranberries, nuts and 
coconut in a bowl.  
 
Place chocolate in a microwave safe bowl. 
Microwave on medium-high for 1-2 minutes, 
stirring with a metal spoon every 30 seconds, or 
until smooth. 
 
Pour chocolate over marshmallow mixture. Mix 
well. Spoon mixture into prepared pan, pressing 
down with a spatula.  
 
Refrigerate for 2 hours or until set. Using a 
warm knife, cut into squares. Serve. 
 

www.taste.com 
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Are you busy this afternoon? Need care for your children after school? 

Want to return to work and worried you can only have work until 3pm and 

school holidays will be a huge problem?  Going to be held back at work? 

Stuck in Muswellbrook?  

Have you ever heard of 

MAC? 
Merriwa Activity Centre can provide after  

school care for you!! 
3pm – 6pm daily care is available to the families of Merriwa and surrounding districts.  

Book in on a casual or permanent basis with a fun and safe atmosphere! 

Children are provided a nutritional afternoon tea, get to play, make new friends, be 

assisted with homework and assignments and experience many activities which may not be 

possible at home. In a relaxed and safe environment located across the road from the 

Merriwa Central school primary campus, we can care for your school aged children after 

school and also holiday periods (8.30 – 6pm). Public school students are met at 3pm at the 

school by staff. St Joseph students catch the IDAVILLE BUS, to the central school 

where centre staff meet them and walk back to the service to join in the fun while we 

wait for time to go home.  New enrolments are always welcome, and bookings can be made 

on a causal and permanent basis to meet your needs.  

All enquiries (02) 6548 2082 2pm – 6pm 

Alternatively come meet us and check out our service at 43 Bow street 

 (we share a building with the Preschool, but please use our gate 

around the corner!) 

GARDENING WITH SHIRLEY 
JUST A LITTLE ON HERBS 

 
Rosemary 
It‟s durable and easy to grow and also makes 
for a great looking shrub, growing up to 1m 
tall. It takes clippings, so you can use it as a 
little hedge but one plant is usually enough for 
most cooks. Rosemary grows rapidly so buy 
the smallest plant you can find which will save 
you money! All rosemary needs to grow is lots 
of sunshine, good soil drainage and constant 
water in the colder months.  
 
Parsley 
Parsley not only looks good on the plate but it 
also looks good in the garden. Flat leaf parsley 
provides a nice contrast when planted in 
between flowering plants and curly parsley 
makes for a beautiful border for paths and 
garden beds. It is best to grow parsley from 

seeds as seedlings resent being planted out. 
Seeds can take up to 2 weeks to germinate and 
plants normally regrow themselves each Spring 
from seeds dropped in Autumn. 
 
Thyme 
There are many types of thyme including 
common, lemon and creeping. They are all 
great little ground covers which spread about a 
metre across. In spring, thyme plants are very 
pretty when covered in little pink flowers. Given 
lots of sunshine, thyme is tough and grows in 
any fast draining soil. Thyme needs plenty of 
water during the colder months.  
 

Shirley Bevan 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 20 December 2012    Page 28 

AN AUSSIE ROADTRIP ADVENTURE  
DAY 11 – CRAYFISH CREEK TO DEVONPORT 
 
I open my eyes. I feel well rested for the first 
time it what seems like for ever. I roll over and 
look at the clock. Its 7.56am! Where is my child? 
Normally she has me out of bed before 5am. 
Where is she? I spring out of bed. Walk into her 
room, clamber up to the top bunk and find she 
isn‟t there. Then I hear giggling, Alli‟s giggling. 
Relief. It appears she decided to give me a 
break from her morning shannanigan‟s and 
decided to grace her grandparents with her 
early morning presence.  
 
After sleeping in, I rush to get breakfast done 
and the car packed. Today we need to work our 
way back to Devonport and the Spirit of 
Tasmania. Piling into the car, we leave Crayfish 
Creek. The North West corner of Tasmania is 
the only place I would consider returning to. We 
head East to start with, looking for the Gunns 
Plains Caves, described as a must see natural 
attraction, with a large colony of glow worms. 
Near Ulverstone we spot Hellyer Rd Distillery, 
although its only 10am, we wheel in for a spot 
of whiskey tasting. I taste several of the 
whiskeys and an excellent lemon vodka, (small 
sips only I assure you), before deciding that the 
peat moss filtered version would make a great 
present for my hubby.  
 
Back in the car we continue to follow the GPS 
towards the caves. We see no signs anywhere. 
Although by now this does not surprise us. I 
have learnt that although Tasmania relies 
heavily on tourism, the state is poorly signed, 
websites, addresses and pricelists are far from 
current and nothing is quite as it is advertised. 
We continue following the GPS‟s instructions, 
arriving at an empty, fully fenced paddock in the 
middle of nowhere. We do a lap of the area, but 
no signs to the caves can be found. We do 
however stumble across a sign for Leven 
Canyon, so give up on caves and follow that 
instead.  
 
We find ourselves in a well maintained, forested 
picnic area with several walking trails. We pick 
one that is signposted for 30 minutes and head 
off. Before long we are surrounded by tree ferns 
and  moss covered logs. At the end of the trail is 
a lookout platform suspended over a huge 
canyon. The bottom must be at least 100m 
below my feet, literally. The platform protrudes 

from the top of the mountain, swaying slightly 
in the strong winds. My dad turns green and 
back tracks. 
 

Once more back 
in the car, we 
consult the tour 
brochures for 
the area and 
decide to try 
King Solomon 
Caves in the 
Moles Creek 
area. This time 
the GPS finds 
the location 
w i t h o u t  a 
problem. On 
arrival we find a 
p icnic area 
surround by the 
lush, green 

forest and decide on a picnic lunch before 
heading off to explore the caves.  
 
Torches and camera in hand we head along the 
trail. About 100m in we find a sign with a list of 
times and prices for cave tours, which need to 
be booked and paid for in advance. We 
continue on along the trail, another 300m on 
we find an unmanned kiosk and a locked gate. 
Seems as if the guided tour is not just an 
optionally extra but the only option. I am 
disgusted! Why should we have to pay $50 to 
see one of nature‟s wonders, especially one 
inside a National Park! That would be like 
having to pay to see the 12 Apostles! Absolutely 
ridiculous! We all head back to the car dejected, 
not only by the need to pay to enjoy nature, 
but the fact that in all the literature, websites, 
brochures and signage, not once anything was 
mentioned about “by pre-arranged, guided tour 
only”. 
 
Back on the road we wind our way over the 
rugged ranges and slowly towards Devonport. 
We are back to averaging 1km per minute. This 
seems to be the standard rate of travel on most 
Tasmanian roads. Heading North now, winding 
our way back to the ferry, we stumble across 
Anver‟s Chocolate Factory. I have to stop. After 
missing out on Cadbury, I am not missing out 
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Muswellbrook NSW 2333          jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au  

Ph:  6541 5331   Fax:  6541 0330 

1273 Flags Road Merriwa - $465,000 

Situated on 104 acres is this very well 
established property ideal for someone wanting 
to be out of town but an easy drive to work. 
The home has been freshly renovated and 
comprises of 4 big bedrooms, the main with an 
ensuite and walk in robe. A large lounge 
featuring a combustion fire and an open plan 
family, dining, kitchen area. The kitchen is in 
excellent condition and has a dishwasher and 
walk-in pantry. At the rear of the home is a 
covered entertainment area overlooking the 

pool and taking in the fantastic views all around. Water is supplied via a bore, 66,000 
litres of fresh water storage and 2 dams. The property is well fenced into 2 paddocks both 
with water. There is a triple garage and numerous smaller sheds. If the kid's want a horse 
and motorbike and you want to run a few head of cattle, this is the place! 
  
 

We would like to wish everyone a 
safe holiday season with the ones you 
love. Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! From the JTS Realty Team - Jay, 

Tiffany, Jenny, Sofia and Jill.  

again! We take a quick walk through the 
chocolate museum and see the factory workers 
turning out the fine, handcrafted, Belgium 
chocolates. Then we are into the shop for a 
tasting session before loading up with chocolate 
delicacies. The chocolates are delicious and we 
travel the road to Devonport in complete silence 
as we gorge on choccy filled with jams, licorice, 
caramels, coffee liqueurs and fruit jelly. 
 
We are almost in Devonport when we spy a 
fruit orchard selling fresh to the public. We 
wheel in, grab 3kg of delicious pink lady apples 
for just $2 and continue on our way, now 
munching on crisp and crunchy apples, 
stomachs bulging once again! 
 
We arrive at the ferry terminal a little early, so 
we take a stroll down Devonport‟s main 

shopping streets before lining up in the river of 
traffic waiting to board the ferry. By 6pm we 
have cleared security, have driven the car into 
the crammed hull, and made our way back to 
our now familiar ocean recliner section. We 
dump our pillows onto our seats, not in row A 
this time, so a lot less leg room and head off to 
the viewing deck on top of the ship enjoy the 
lights of Devonport fading away as well pull into 
Bass Strait. We eat dinner at “The Captain‟s 
Table”, a buffet style restaurant on board, then 
head back to our seats and try to get to sleep. 
Compared to the trip over this crossing is very 
smooth and our area is full of snorers. I toss 
and turn and eventually I must drift off to the 
land of nod. 
 

Candice O‟Neill 
CJO Photography 

http://www.jtsrealty.com.au/
mailto:jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY 
  
Your Local Newspower store and Office Smart 
agent. 

  
www.merriwanewsagency.com.au 

 
It is the season to be Merry 
And we would like to send your way, 
All the best of wishes 
For your happiest Christmas Day! 

 
All of the staff at Merriwa Newsagency would 
like to wish everyone a safe, carefree and fun 
filled holiday. 

 
We would like to remind everyone that we 
have heaps of Christmas ideas in store, for 
presents, dinner, drinks, wrap and so much 
more, including: 

 
 Water toys and water pistols 
 Skipping ropes and hula hoops 
 Barbie dolls and teddy bears 
 Tool kits and tonka trucks 
 Matchbox cars and super soakers 
 Picture books and colouring books 
 Better Homes and Gardens as well as 

Women's Weekly 
 Boar hunting DVDs and Fishing DVDs 
 Mobile phones and chargers 
 Christmas wrap and gift bags 
 In-store subscriptions and gift vouchers 
 Novels for him and novels for her 
 Big bags of lollies and packets of stickers 
 Beautiful jewellery and gift ideas 
 Stuff for the artist and calligraphy pens... 
 
It is your last chance to get your 2013 diary - 
the end of the year is just around the corner. 
 

We have a great new advertising tool in the 
Newsagency - a light-up sign resembling a 
blackboard. It is very cool! We have had some 
fun experimenting with it and the liquid chalk 
changes colour when the sign is lit up. Come in 
and check it out - if you like it, we can order 
you one! 

 
Phones are available through the Newsagency. 
It is important that your phone is on the 3G 
network, especially with Optus, as their old 
network has recently been switched off. (If 
your Optus mobile phone has randomly stopped 
working with no explanation, this could be 
why!) Come in and check out what we have on 
offer. 

 
We also sell itunes gift cards, apple app gift 
cards, and on-line gaming vouchers. If you 
would like to purchase any of these items, just 
let the staff know. 

 
Back to school sneaks up on us as we try to get 
over Christmas, and we have a great way to 
get organised! Drop off your booklist at the 
Newsagency as you go on your holiday trip and 
it will be ready and waiting for you on your 
return! We will have some great stationery 
specials so look out for the catalogue in the 
mail in the New Year. 

 
Phone Cards; all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone. 

 
Cash or Eftpos only. 

 
Neville and Leanne Hook 

http://www.merriwanewsagency.com.au
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Entries Close 12 Noon on 
Monday 4 February 

This month the theme is: 

The winning photo this month will receive a  
voucher donated by Merriwa IGA 

 

The competition is open to photographers of all ages. 
The winning photo will be published in the Ringer on 

Thursday 7 February and will receive a prize donated by 
our sponsor.  

 

Each month will be a new competition with a new 
theme and prize! 

 

Email your entries to:  
merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au or drop them into 

the office to be scanned. 
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COAL & ALLIED GIVES COMMUNITY 
HALLS AN ENERGY EFFICIENCY BOOST 

 
Coal & Allied has partnered with 16 rural 
community halls around its operations in the 
Upper Hunter Valley to help them become 
more energy efficient by installing solar 
panels, inverters and four-star energy rated 
fridges. Funding for the work comes from 
close to $100,000 Coal & Allied raised through 
the sale of Energy Savings Certificates, which 
were granted by the New South Wales 
Government for energy efficiency projects at 
two of Coal & Allied‟s mining operations in the 
Upper Hunter Valley. 
 
The Merriwa Country Women‟s Association 
hall is one of the newly energy efficient halls 
and has been central to the town since 1927 
with the current rooms, opened in 1994, used 
for regular meetings and get togethers, as 
well as local events including Merriwa‟s 
Festival of the Fleeces. 

Vicki Cutting, Rose Witney, Susie Fitzpatrick, 
Kay Burgess, Jean Price, Coal & Allied 
community relations specialist Elizabeth Yeo, 
Robyn McAlister and Narelle Davis. 
 

Merriwa CWA Secretary Robyn McAlister said 
“We are very grateful to Coal & Allied for their 
support. The solar panels help us reduce our 

electricity costs, and as a result, we have more 
funds available to keep improving our building. 
The money we are saving on electricity will go 
towards painting the interior walls during 
2013.” 
 
“The four star energy rated fridge is a welcome 
addition to our kitchen, and will be greatly 
appreciated when we are catering for functions. 
Overall this package will reduce our 
dependence on fundraising and allows us to be 
more energy efficient and sustainable.” Coal & 
Allied‟s Electricity Savings Certificates were 
generated after implementing a number of 
energy efficiency projects in the coal processing 
facilities at its Hunter Valley Operations and 
Mount Thorley Warkworth mine sites. These 
projects included equipment upgrades at Mount 
Thorley Warkworth such as the replacement of 
a compressed air system with a more efficient 
system and changes to the operation of the 
coal handling and preparation plant at Hunter 
Valley Operations. The improvements save 
more than 1530MWh of energy per year, which 
is the equivalent to saving 210 households 
worth of annual electricity use.  
 
Coal & Allied Manager Community Relations 
Jennifer Bowcock said: “Coal & Allied is 
continually looking for ways where we can 
improve the energy efficiency of our operations. 
We‟re very pleased that our concerted efforts to 
do so have presented an excellent opportunity 
to help local community groups reduce their 
own carbon footprint, become more sustainable 
over the long term and potentially turn a power 
bill into an income through the power of the 
sun. “Many of the halls that will benefit from 
this work are remote and have limited income 
streams. One of our aims is that by helping 
them improve their energy efficiency, they will 
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Woolbrook Rural Industries 
Max Wurcker 6548 2150 

Nearly everything for farmers at rock bottom 
prices! Conventional & electric fencing, pumps, 

spraying equipment, poly & PVC pipes, 
generators, tanks, silos etc 

 
Visit our very comprehensive website: 

www.woolbrookrural.com.au 

CJ‟S Cuts  
In your home by a qualified hairdresser.  

Clipper Cuts $7  Men‟s $15  
Ladies $25  

Pre-School & Primary $10  
A travel charge per residence visited applies 
and depends on distance travelled. The best 

time to call is evenings but an answering 
service is available  

Ph Carla on 6548 8531  

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 
B&B on Bettington will be open for 
Christmas breakfast from 6.30am. 

 

Christmas Day Special Breakfast Menu 
available. Book now by phoning 6548 2777.  

 

Peter & Pam wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year. 

FOR RENT! 
66-68 Bow St 

Merriwa 

3 Bedroom House, 2 
Bathrooms, double bay 

garage & entertaining 

area. 
$350 p/w 

Contact Ally at Elders 
Scone. 

6545 1588 

Dog 
Kennels 
For Sale 

 

Phone 65482010  or   
Mob 0419 126 039 

 FOR SALE  

6 sheets heavy Duty Cattle Yard Mesh 6m 
x 1.6m. Suit pig traps or yards - $200 

 

Weld mesh cattle crate 4.2m x 2.3m. Suit 
dog, fowl, or pig run - $200 

  

Phone: 6548 7241  

become more viable in the future. Building 
robust relationships and contributing to the 
long term sustainability of communities around 
our operations is one of Coal & Allied‟s core 
values and these solar power installations are 
aimed at making these community halls 
sustainable in more ways than one.” The 
community halls involved in the project are: 
 Martindale Hall 
 Sandy Hollow Hall 
 Merriwa CWA hall 
 Merriwa Activity Centre 
 Mt Olive Community Centre 
 Glendon Hall 
 Mirannie Hall 
 Mitchells Flat 
 Glendonbrook Hall 
 Elderslie Hall 
 Warkworth Hall 
 Wybong Hall 
 Jerrys Plains School of Arts Hall 
 Whittingham Hall 
 Aberdeen Community Hall 
 McCully's Gap Hall 
 
Coal & Allied has been part of the Hunter Valley 
community for more than 165 years and today 
manages three open cut coal mines. We aim to 
achieve shared value with members of the 

communities in which we operate. Our 
operations create not only economic value – 
but value for society by addressing 
communities‟ needs and challenges.  
 
In 2011 our operations employed more than 
2500 employees and over 1500 contractors, 
and spent more than $1.7 billion with close to 
1300 businesses across NSW. To date our 
community development funds have invested 
more than $13 million in the Hunter Valley and 
have recommitted a further $4.5 million over 
three years commencing in 2012 to build 
stronger, smarter and more sustainable 
communities around our operations.  

 
Elizabeth  Yeo 
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 

anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this 

free service, please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays. 

MERRIWA SENIOR CITIZENS 
 
Please note the following dates: 
 Our next movie will be shown on 

Thursday 10 January, 2013, at 1pm in the 
Squatter‟s room. These movies are open 
to anybody who would like to come, they 
are always good movies and great 
entertainment 

 Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 
22 January, 2013 at 10.30am 

 Seniors Week 2013 is from 17 - 24 March. 
On Wednesday 20 we will be going for a 
coach trip to Newcastle which will include 
a 2.5hr cruise on the harbour. More 
details in the New Year. 

Mary O‟Neill 

MERRIWA SQUASH CLUB 
 
Merriwa Squash Club will be commencing a 
competition after the school holidays in the new 
year. Old and new players welcome.  Names 
can be left at the Squash Centre, the Sports 
Club, Max's Meats, Ray's Hardware or with 
Wayne on 6548 7101. 
  

Wayne Upward 

VETERINARY SURGERY CLOSED 
 
Anthea Wright Veterinary Services will be closed 
from 3pm Friday 21 December 2012 until 9am 
Monday 7 January 2013. For any consultations 
or emergencies during this period please 
contact the following surgeries: 
 Satur Veterinary Clinic - 6545 3333 
 Dartbrook Equine - 6545 1522 
 Pet Medical Denman - 6547 2222 
 Pet Medical Muswellbrook - 6541  1555 
 Pet Medical Scone - 6544 3201 
 Scone Equine -  6545 1333 
 
We apologies for any inconvenience, but Anthea 
& staff all need a well earned break, being the 
only vet surgery in Merriwa. 
 

Anthea Wright and staff 

ELECTRONIC COMMUNITY NEWS DISPLAY 
 
The Merriwa Pharmacy is making available an 
electronic display in their front shop window to 
advertise community news items to complement 
the Ringer and to fill the gap over Christmas 
and beyond. Emails can be sent to: 
merriwaimages@gmail.com which provides 
headline details and dot points of the event or 
activity, and where space is available, JPG 
photos could be displayed.  News details can 
also be supplied on USB memory sticks at the 
Merriwa Pharmacy. 
 

Kim Fenley 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE! 
 
Merriwa‟s Trinity Markets wishes everyone a 
happy and safe Christmas and New Year 
holiday. 
 
Your favourite op shop will be closed on 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year‟s 
Day while our workers take time out to enjoy 
the festive season. Apart from those days, the 
shop will be open at all our regular trading 
times (see advertisement this issue). 
 
Looking forward to a great 2013 for everyone, 
take care on the roads, 
 

Karen Walmsley and the Volunteers 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 

I would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas. Lenores‟ Quilting will be closed 
from 22 December, 2012, until 4 February, 
2013 ,and then I will be trading back at 9 
William Street, Merriwa.  Phone number will 
654 82760. Thank you to all that have 
supported me while down town, I will still be 
doing the same at home with the Quilting 
Classes and the mending and alterations as I 
have been. There will be new stock in to 
begin the New Year come and have a look. 

Lenore Taylor 

mailto:merriwaimages@gmail.com
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MERRIWA HOSPITAL AUXILIARY 
 
Result of our Christmas Hamper raffle – the 
lucky winner is Rhonda Dillon from Merriwa 
Cross Country Ford - drawn on Friday 
afternoon by Del Leggett.  Congratulations 
Rhonda.   Many thanks to Robert Smith for 
allowing us to sell tickets outside the 
Pharmacy and a big thank you to those who 
sold tickets for us. The Merriwa Hospital 
Auxiliary would like to thank the Merriwa 
community for the continued support we have 
received throughout  2012 and we would like 
to wish each and every one  a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy & Healthy 2013.  Enjoy 
the holiday season and travel safely.  Our next 
meeting is the third Friday in February, 2013.  
See you there. 
 

Elaine Sparrow 
Secretary 

MERRIWA AUTO ELECTRICAL 
 
We would like to sincerely thank all our 
customers, old and new, for your patronage 
this year. Your valued support enables us to 
continue to provide this service to Merriwa 
and surrounding areas. Michael and I and our 
family wish you all a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year. 
  

Sally Hagley 

MERRIWA VRA 
 
The Merriwa Rescue Squad would like to wish 
everyone a safe and happy, relaxed and 
carefree Christmas and New Year.  
 

Leanne Hook 

CLAIM THE DATE 
 
Gummun Place Hostel Market Day will be held 
on Saturday 16 March 2013 from 9am -2pm. 
Stay tuned for more information on the 
variety of stalls and activities that will happen 
on the day! 

Phoebe Richard 
Community Services Officer - Merriwa 

SINCERE THANKS 
 
Mark and Helen Whale would like to thank the 
many kind people who have shown their 
support for us, in so many ways, following the 
death of our much loved brother in law. 
 

Helen Whale 
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Custom Made 
Kitchens 

MERRIWA CWA 
 
The members of the CWA would like to extend 
our Christmas wishes to the community and 
thank you for your support during 2012. 
Merriwa is a small community who give so 
willingly when asked to do so on numerous 
occasions and we are very appreciative of 
this. Have a Happy Christmas, if you are 
travelling do so safely. 

 
Robyn McAlister 

Secretary CWA 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST DAVID’S 
UNITING CHURCH 

 
The Christmas Day service at St David‟s 
Uniting Church Merriwa will be held at 10am 
and led by Pastor Ross Neville. All are 
welcome to come along and celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ.  
 
January Services 
There will be a short break of services in 
January, with services resuming on 27 
January with a BBQ get together at the 
church at 11am, with normal services from 
February onwards. The 1st and 3rd Sunday at 
6pm and 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays at 11am.  
 

Zoe Jamieson 

RESIDENTS OF THE MERRIWA DISTRICT 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce myself as the new noxious weeds 
inspector for the Merriwa District of the Upper 
Hunter Weeds Authority. The Upper Hunter 
Weeds Authority is a noxious weed county 
council which covers the local government 
areas of Muswellbrook, Singleton and Upper 
Hunter. The Merriwa district boundaries 
include Gungal, Bunnan and Cassilis. I will 
have the opportunity to meet most of you 
over the next few years as I conduct property 
inspections and community awareness 
programs for weed management in the 
Merriwa District. Should you have any 
questions or you would like to discuss weed 
management for your property or local area, 
I am contactable on 0429683494 or by email 
ivan.pillay@muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au 
 

Ivan Pillay 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
To Mum and Dad (Eva and Mick), on your 55th 
Wedding Anniversary 26 December. Wishing 
you all the best, 
 

David Towler with Jayne, Darren and 
their families 

 

 
MERRIWA TENNIS CLUB 

 
Congratulations to the following players who 
played the grand finals. 
Winners –  Kate Blackadder 
      Brock Morgan 
      Gaynor Blackadder 
      Bruce Blackadder 
Runners up –  Taylah Blackadder 
  Duncan Morgan 
  Kym Daniel 
  Neville Blackadder 
 

Hope to see all players in the competition in 
2013. 
 

Loretta Cooper 

REMINDER 
 

The deadline for 
all articles and  
advertisements is  
Monday Noon,  
for distribution on  
Thursday 

https://staffowa.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=6c6e778fc481455384e7b85003cd9f0f&URL=mailto%3aivan.pillay%40muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au
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NAME PHONE 

Adam Carrall - Carpenter 0427 088 862 

Andy Carrigan 6548 2646 

Anthea Wright Veterinary 
Service 

6548 2452 

Beauty on Bettington 6548 3030 

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd 6543 3600 

Bricklayer Block layer 6548 2591 

Cassilis Bowling Club 6376 1002 

Cassilis Public School 6376 1009 

CJ & JM Vero 6548 2303 

CJO Photography 6376 4642 

CJ‟S Cuts 6548 8531 

Colles Manufactured 
Homes Pty Ltd 

4353 3606 

Craig McPherson Haulage 6548 2663 

Cross Country Merriwa 6548 2106 

Crystal Clear Water Tank 
Cleaning 

6557 0074 

Curls & Swirls 6548 2499 

Curtis, Irving & Gant 6543 2433 

Custom Made Kitchens 6548 2025 

David Houlahan 0429 485 119 

Dean Hancock - Master 
Farrier 

0488 591 723 

Di‟s Clothing Patch 6548 3023 

Domestic Water Carting 0417 448 169 

Festival of the Fleeces 6521 7046 

Hair Indeed 6548 2666 

Hanckel Hay Sales 6548 5168 

Hunter-Central Rivers 
Catchment Management 
Authority  

6542 4444 

Hunter Mutual 6548 2651 

Integratedliving 6548 3062 

MA Macdonald & Co 6548 2226 

McConnell‟s This „n‟ That 6548 2889 

Melaleuka Rural Services 0429 131 339 

Merriwa Activity Centre 6548 2082 

Merriwa Amateur Swim 
Club 

6548 8510 

Merriwa Anglican Parish 0429996769 

NAME PHONE 
Merriwa Caravan Park 0418 668 

402 

Merriwa Catholic Parish 
St Vincent de Paul 

6548 2086 
6548 3092 

Merriwa Central School 
Primary office 
Secondary office 

 
6548 2101 
6548 2119 

Merriwa Central School 
P&C Association 

6548 2119 

Merriwa Cricket Club 0428 485 
110 

Merriwa Darts 
Competition 

0428 899 
749 

Merriwa District 
Education Foundation 

6376 1052 

Merriwa District Health 
Non-Emergency Medical 
Transport 

6548 2653 

Merriwa District 
Progress Association 

6548 2245 
6548 3060 

Merriwa Engineering 0427 476085 

Merriwa Home Hardware 6548 2077 

Merriwa Healthy 
Environment Group 

6547 6048 

Merriwa Hospital 6532 5000 

Merriwa Junior League & 
Netball 

0437 482 
375 

Merriwa Little Athletics 0427 799 22 

Merriwa Magpies Rugby 
League Football Club 

0411 800255 

Merriwa Newsagents 6548 2031 

Merriwa Pharmacy 6548 2213 

Merriwa Post Office 6548 2042 

Merriwa Pre-School & 
Kindergarten Association 

6548 2083 

Merriwa Race Club 0427 482 
095 

Merriwa RSL Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2157 
6548 2295 

Merriwa Rotary Club 6548 2025 

Merriwa Springtime 
Show 

0402 484 
018 

Merriwa Sports Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2028 
6548 3228 

Merriwa Surgery 6548 2305 

Merriwa Tennis Club 6548 2679 

Merriwa Traders - IGA 6548 2315 

Merriwa Tourist 

Welcoming Centre 

6548 3201 

NAME PHONE 

Merriwa Tyre & Service 
Centre 

6548 2078 

Mortgage Choice - Lauren  
Murphy 

0408 480 562 

Painter Decorator 0402 943 918 

Panorama Motor Inn 4943 3144 

Pitt Son & Keene Elders 6548 2307 

Plough Inn 6376 1220 

Peter Lawler Pest Control 0428 482 332 

Rockwell Livestock 6548 5100 

Running R Cutting Horses 6548 8531 

Russell‟s Earthmoving 6548 2246 

Scott Witton Building 0427 761 169 

St David‟s Uniting Church 6548 5131 

St Joseph‟s Primary School 6548 2035 

Tash Holden 
Communications 

6548 5002 

Trinity Markets 6548 2323 

Upper Hunter Shire Council 
- Merriwa Branch 

6521 7000 

Welderup 6548 2500 

Whale, Mark 6548 2389 

Woolbrook Rural 
Industries 

6548 2150 

Don‟t see your listing here? Then you need to contact The Ringer to organise your 
sponsorship for 2012! 
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THIS ‘N’THAT 
 
Firstly, I would like to start by congratulating 
both my daughter, Jade, and Megan 
Wightman, who both gained early entry to 
University. Well done girls! 
 
Christmas is just a few days away and if you 
haven't finished your shopping, McConnell‟s 
This „n‟ That is the place to come to.  We have 
gifts for all the family and we can even help 
you out with that person who has everything - 
why not a hamper?  Our hampers have been 
proving very popular, and we are more than 
happy to tailor make hampers for you as long 
as you give us enough time to package the 
hamper and make it look like the perfect gift. If 
you like you can even pick it up the next day. 
 
Schleich items are still running out at a rate of 
knots - our last top up order has arrived, so 

please don‟t leave your Schleich shopping until  
the last minute, as you may be disappointed. 
Another option with the Schleich range that is 
proving popular is to purchase a gift voucher 
and then let the children do their own shopping.  
 
That is all from me this week, and for the year.  
 
I would like to thank all out customers for their 
support during 2012 and look forward to seeing 
you all in the New Year. 
 
Best wishes to all for Christmas and the New 
Year. 
 

Carlita McConnell and the staff at 
McConnell‟s This „n‟ That 

Di‟s Clothing 
Patch 

 

Wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. Thanking you for your 

support in 2012 
 

We will be open every day 
until Christmas. Don‟t forget 

our free gift wrapping. 
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RABBIT CONTROL CRITICAL OVER 
SUMMER 

 
A dry Winter has seen an increase in rabbit 
numbers across most areas in the state and 
Livestock Health and Pest Authorities (LHPAs) 
are encouraging landholders to be vigilant in 
their control activities. 
 
According to LHPA Senior Ranger Mark Luff, 
it‟s important that landholders get in during 
summer and conduct effective control 
methods to ensure that rabbit numbers don‟t 
continue to increase.  
 
“There has been less focus on rabbit control 
by some landholders recently but with the 
seasonal conditions we have experienced we 
need to put it back on the agenda,” said Mr 
Luff. “Integrated control remains the most 
effective, so using a combination of baiting, 
fumigation and harbour destruction among 
other control methods is vital”. 
 
“Unfortunately biological control, calicivirus 
and myxomatosis, have been much less 
effective than in the past because of 
increasing immunity levels. These controls 
were introduced to assist landholders and not 
be a “silver bullet” for future control, so we 
can‟t rely on them to do the job any more”. 
 

Rabbit control options need to be targeted at 
various stages of the rabbit life cycle. Methods 
will vary between areas and depending on local 
seasonal conditions, but local LHPA rangers are 
available to provide advice and assistance 
relative to each landholder‟s situation.  
 
“It is common for rabbit populations to be 
across multiple holdings making coordinated 
group control more effective,” said Mr Luff. 
“Also, by reducing rabbit numbers early in their 
life cycle we can prevent reproduction and 
decrease the numbers of rabbits and therefore 
the damage they cause”. 
 
”If landholders are looking to use 1080 or 
Pindone for rabbit control, they can attend one 
of our 1080/Pindone training courses, which will 
allow then to become competent and accredited 
in using these pesticides, both proven, effective 
baiting products”.  
 
Landholders are encouraged to contact their 
local LHPA office to find out when the next 
training course is taking place and for more 
information about getting ranger assistance in 
coordinating group control programs. Visit 
www.lhpa.org.au for contact details. 
 

Vanessa Delaney 

http://www.lhpa.org.au
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CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB 
 
Friday night fun: 
Twilight bowls,  7pm start, names to Club by 
6.45pm, choice of prizes for winners – 
progressive points competition. 
 
Last weeks winners: Nick and Josh.  Runners 
up: Pop, Tad and Jenny 
 
Tuesday night bowls: 
The Club are trialling Regulation Bowls on 
Tuesday nights. Names to Club by 6.45pm. 
 
Friday night Snack Bar – The Two Ds 
Affordable family meals 
 
Friday night raffles: 
Meat trays, Vege trays, Schooner Draw, Joker 
Draw,  Members Draw. 
 
Last week‟s results 
Members Draw: $70 – Kevin Rawlinson - 
unclaimed - $75 next week 
Joker Draw: $610 – Lorraine Hourne – flipped 
an ace for $61- $587 next week. 
 
NYE – Monday 31 December 
Fancy Dress – “A Night with the Stars” (come 
along dressed as your favourite celebrity ie: 
movie star, music star, etc, etc). BYO supper. 
Music by “The Sly Pigs”. 
 
Internet - Check out our website at 
www.cassilisbowlingclub.com.au 
 
Facebook - The Club now has it‟s own 
Facebook Page, so please check it out and like 
us.  Coming Events will also be advertised on 
this page as well as the website (as soon as 
there is a confirmed date for them). 
 

Hilary Parker 

MERRIWA RSL CLUB 
 
The Members Lucky Badge for $1400.00 was 
not won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 
27, this week it jackpots to $1450.00. The 
7pm draw for $220.00 was not won the 
number was 108, this week it jackpots to 
$240.00. The 9pm draw for $240.00 was not 
won the number was 641, this week it 
jackpots to $260.00. LTPS/12/03880.  
 
The Sunday Morning Badge Draw for 
$1250.00 was not won last week the number 
was 380, this week jackpots to $1300.00 and 
will be drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm 
and you must be present to win the money. 
LTPS/12/03880.  
 
The Friday 8.30pm badge draw and the 
Sunday badge draw both now commence at 
$500.00.   
  
A reminder to all financial members that the 
8.30pm badge draw on Friday 21 December 
will be drawn until won, it currently stands at 
$1,450.00, a handy $1,450.00, a nice little 
Christmas bonus for that lucky member. 
 
In the Bistro on pension day we now have a 
choice of a couple of senior‟s meals for $7.50, 
but you must show your senior‟s card to be 
eligible.   Spring/Summer Bistro evening 
hours are 6pm to 8.30pm. 
 
Don‟t forget the Friday night badge worth 
$1450, will be drawn till won this Friday night, 
and you must be present to claim the prize.  
 
Christmas Raffle - Tickets $1 each available at 
the bar. 1st Prize – Laptop Computer, 2nd Prize 
– Outdoor Pizza Cooker, 3rd Prize - $100 Visa 
Card. Drawn Friday 21 December.  
 
The Directors, staff & management of the 
Merriwa RSL Club would like to wish all a safe 
and Merry Christmas & happy New Year, and 
remind all that the Club will only be closed 
Christmas Day.    
 

Matt Morgan 
Secretary/Manager 

http://www.cassilisbowlingclub.com.au/
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0428 482 332 

MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB 
 
Saturday 15 December 
 Saturday Members Draw #108 - won, 

next week $100 
 Winners Jackpot #92195 - not won, next 

week $1620 
 Free tickets - Rohan Constable 
 Dinner - Rohan Constable 
 Bowls raffle - Beatrice Voysey. 
 
Sunday 16 December 
 Sunday Members draw no 315 - not won, 

next week $1,600 
 $20 one off prizes no 314 - not won & no 

316 not won. 
 
Club Christmas Trading Hours 
 Monday 24 December - 12pm to 10pm 
 Tuesday 25 December - Christmas Day - 

closed 
 Wednesday 26 December - Normal hours 
 Monday 31 December - 12pm to close 
 Tuesday 1 January - 3:15pm to 8pm. 
 
Restaurant Christmas Trading Hours 
 Monday 24 December - 12pm for lunch,  

5:30pm for dinner 
 Tuesday 25 December - Christmas Day 
 Wednesday 26 December - 5:30pm for 

dinner 
 Monday 31 December - Closed 
 Tuesday 1 January - 5:30pm for dinner 

Transport Service is available Friday. Don‟t take 
the risk and drive when for $3 per person you 
can be chauffeured home. To access the 
transport service you must book through the 
Sports Club to check availability of the service. 
 
Members and Associations. Looking for a venue 
to hold your meetings etc? The Sports Club may 
be able to assist. Please contact the Club for 
further details. 
 
The Sporties Entertainment Line up: 
  
Mixed mufti barefoot bowls. 10 ends. Winners 
3x Sporties Spondulies, drawn from hat. Losers 
3 x $5 raffle vouchers, drawn from hat.  
Starting Fridays at 5:30pm. 
 
Markets resume 27 January 9am – 1pm. 
 
Sunday Smorgasbord will be held on Sunday 30 
December and Sunday 27 January. 
 
Bingo - No bingo on Thursday 27 December 
resumes 3 January. Every Thursday night 
commencing at 7pm. Win Sporties vouchers for 
meat and other business houses + Super 39 
$100 gift vouchers. 
 
The Sporties Chinese/Australian Restaurant  
Smorgasbord last Sunday in the month. All you 
can eat entree‟s, mains and dessert. $18 for 
adults and  $12 for children under 12. Shan and 
Jinna also have lunch time specials $7.50. Open 
for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon to 
2pm. Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 
9pm. Closed Mondays. Reopens 5pm Tuesday. 
For bookings and take away ring 6548 3228. 
 

John Rindfliesh 
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Christmas Opening Hours  
 We would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

customers for their support this year and wish you and 
your family all the best for Christmas and the New 

Year. 
 

Welderup will be closed on Friday 21 December 2012, 
Tuesday 25 December 2012, Wednesday 26 December 

2012 and Tuesday 1 January 2013. 
We will open from 8am – 3pm weekdays from 24 

December 2012 until 4 January 2013. 
 

We look forward to assisting you in 2013. 

Welderup Pty Ltd 
29 Blaxland Street 

MERRIWA  NSW  2329 

P/F: 02 6548 2500 

accounts@welderup.com.au 
www.welderup.com.au 

ABN: 25 140 455 492  

Christmas Specials 
 3D Hacksaw with an adjustable extra strength frame & 90° & 180° 

cutting angle- $26.00  (12270) 
 28pc ¼” DR Spline Socket & Bit Set, Skt: 4-14mm with 50mm Ext Bar, 

Bits: PH1-PH6, PZ1-PZ6 - $65.00 (A13041) 
 Digital Caliper, 0-150mm/6”, Dual Scale, 0.02mm/0.001” Accuracy, Fine 

adjustment roller - $80.00 (M1150) 
 KC PRO-AM 6 Drawer Tool Box, 660x308x380mm, Fully lockable, Ball 

bearing slides – $199.00 (10052) 
 Cigweld Multi Process Welding Inverter 175i, 3in1 – Mig, Stick, Tig 

(W1005175) - $1210.00 
 Cigweld Auto Darkening Welding Helmet (PN454305) - $135.00 
 115mm Hitachi Cordless Disc Grinder -Naked (G18DL) - $159.00 
 125mm Hitachi Disc Grinder (G13SR3) - $129.00 
 

Prices Include GST. Sale Ends 31 January 2013 

mailto:accounts@welderup.com.au
http://www.welderup.com.au
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CASSILIS C.T.W.B.A.  
 
The ladies had an enjoyable day at their 
Christmas luncheon which included nine ladies 
from Coolah Club. 
 
Four of our ladies also attended and enjoyed 
the District Association Christmas Party/Bowls 
day at Gulgong.  
 
This was the last event for the year. I and all 
the ladies wish you a  Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

Margaret Verey 
President 

LADY BOWLS NEWS 
 
Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New 
Year from all the Bowlers. 
 
Look forward to seeing you on the green in 2013. 
Mufti bowls will resume in January. 
 
Our next meeting is Monday 14 January at 3:00pm 
 

Beatrice Voysey 

 
MEN'S GOLF NEWS 

 
This is the last golf news for the year. 
 
Firstly, Merriwa Golf Club would like to thank our 
sponsors for supporting us during 2012  and all the 
volunteers who helped out during the year. 
 
Congratulations to all trophy winners. 
 
Our main aim for 2013 is to have more new 
members otherwise the Golf Club may not survive 
in the near future. 
 
Wishing you all a happy, healthy Christmas and 
look forward to teeing off at Merriwa Golf Club in 
2013 
 

Andrew Medway 
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Are you looking for work? 
Casual staff are wanted!  

Are you 18 years or older and looking for 
work?? 

 

Merriwa Activity Centre needs more casual staff to join our team, to be on call for both vacation 
care periods and after school care! This is a fun and rewarding environment to work within, 

working with children aged 5 years to 12 years of age.  
 

What is required??? 
Experience is not essential, first aid preferable (but willingness to obtain a must), and a fun and 
happy attitude towards both children and your colleagues and willingness in the future to study 

Certificate III in Children‟s Services. 
Please contact:  

Kim Holland on 0422035576 or kimholland1369@gmail.com 
Or the Merriwa Activity Centre Co-ordinator: (02) 6548 2082 

Please address as Casual child care worker: MAC 
*Please note a working with children check applies* 

We would love you to join our team 

mailto:kimholland1369@gmail.com
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UPPER HUNTER VETERANS GOLF 
 
President, George Smith, blitzed the field of 18 
Vets at the well groomed Scone Golf Course on 
Tuesday, 11 December with 43 stableford 
points to win the Christmas ham. George had a 
very consistent round with only 2 and 3 pointers 
for the 18 holes. Jim Elder received the pudding 
with 39 and Captain Max Holz received the cake 
with 38. 
  
In the ball comp balls went to Bruce Robinson 
35, Jock O‟Connor 33 and Bob Thorley, Phil 
Ledgerwood, Les Brown and Reg Davidson  32. 
  
Nearest the pins: 2nd/11th    Bob Thorley 
   8th/17th    Reg Davidson 

MERRIWA MEN’S BOWLS 
 
Thanks to all the bowlers that attended our 
Christmas lunch, it was a fun day. The Bowls 
raffle this week was won by B. Voysey. 
 
Also don't forget Friday night twilight bowls, 
come up and have some fun.  
 
On behalf of the Men's Bowls Section we would 
like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and 
a happy New Year. 
 

Jason Rosa 

MERRIWA CRICKET REPORT 
 
Saturday was the last game of cricket before 
Christmas. Merriwa won the toss and chose to 
bat. That is all I have to say about the game, 
it all went down hill from there. If you were at 
the game you would understand why I am 
not saying more than that! 
 
Cricket will resume on the 5 January 2013. 
 
Don't forget the meat raffle and Grab the 
Queen of Hearts at the Royal Hotel on 
Thursday nights. This week it has jackpotted 
to $650. It will jackpot every week until won. 
 
On behalf of the Merriwa Cricket Club I would 
like to wish you a very merry Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year. 
 

Kate Blackadder 

Our $10 membership is now overdue. Please 
pay Treasurer Bob Minch as soon as possible. 
  
The return match against Henbury at Denman 
has been moved forward one week to Tuesday, 
12 February, 2013. Please note the change on 
your programs. 
  
On Tuesday, 18 December we played a 
stableford event at Denman for Christmas 
prizes with hit-off from 8.00 until 8.30am. 
  
No golf of Christmas Day but we are running a 
mixed stableford event on New Years Day at 
Muswellbrook with hit-off from 8am until 
8.30am. 
 

Graham Turvey 
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* When reporting an incident to the Police, always request and record your Incident Reference Number 

MERRIWA PONY CLUB CHRISTMAS 
PARTY  & TRAIL RIDE 2012 

 
On 8 & 9 December 2012 some of the 
Merriwa Pony Club members headed once 
again to “Gathabawn” Bunnan for our 
Christmas Party & Trail Ride.  
 
The venue, “Gathabawn”, is owned by Ken 
Brown who kindly offered his property for 
our return visit.  
 
Pat Gillis was there to guide us and make 
sure a good and safe time was had by all. 
 
In the afternoon we moved onto the Pony 
Club Christmas party were we were joined 
by some more members where everyone 
enjoyed a swim in the lovely creek. While 
we were there Santa Claus (or should we 
say, one of his helpers) arrived on the back 
of a Toyota. 
 
After this our President, Clare Martin, 
presented all the children with certificates 
for achievements throughout the year. 
 
Everyone then enjoyed a communal meal 
cooked by our Camp Cook, Ribbons Harding 
who also once again donated his time. 
 

Clare and I would like thank everyone that 
attended. 
 
Clare and I would especially like to thank Ken 
Brown, Pat Gillis and Ribbons Hardings as the 
weekend would not have been possible without 
their generosity once again. 
 

Pauline Lawler 
 

 
All the members of Merriwa Pony Club would 
like to wish everyone a safe and Merry 
Christmas. 
 
Happy and safe riding throughout the holidays! 
 

Tanya Ninness  
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FAREWELL TO ONE OF OUR PONY CLUB 
MEMBERS 

 
Samantha Lawler has 
now hung up her bridle 
a n d  s p u r s  a s 
unfortunately she is too 
old to ride in Pony Club 
now.  
 
Pony Club has been very 
important to Samantha 
for many years and she 

has excelled. Samantha started in Pony Club at 
the age of 5 on a horse called BJ, during her 
time she has racked up a success to be very 
proud of. 
 
Samantha was lucky enough to ride several 
different horses all of which were bred on the 
family property, however there was one mare in 
particular that Samantha forged a partnership 
with; a little chestnut mare called Athenia, 
together they proved a force to be reckoned 
with over the years to come. 

At ribbon days and president cup days she has 
won many Highest and Reserve Highest Point 
scores including being part of the winning 
Highest Pointscore Team of Four winning the 
Williams Cup 6 times, a cup her mother and 3 
Aunties won 5 consecutive times, a feat that 
has not yet been matched. 
 
Samantha has also won her Grandfathers 
trophy the Ray McRae Memorial Trophy 9 times 
which also is the most times that this cup has 
been won by one person. 
 
Samantha‟s passion in Pony Club has always 
been sporting and has done her best to excel. 

Samantha has represented Merriwa Pony Club 
at State Sporting & Campdrafting 
Championships 16 times since the age of 8 
when she competed for the first time at 
Merriwa when Merriwa Pony Club hosted them 
in 1995. 
 
Samantha, competing on homebred horses, 
accumulated 25 State Ribbons including 
winning the State Flag race twice , the first 
time was when she was 12 competing in the 12 
– 15 age group running a time of 39.04sec 
which was the fastest time of the whole 
competition being the only one on the day to 
finish in under 40 seconds. 
 
Samantha has been an active member of Pony 
Club and has helped out as an instructor at our 
Pony Club camp. She has competed and 
represented Merriwa right up till she is now too 
old to compete; competing at State Sporting 
this year for the last year; interestingly enough 
on a gelding out of one of the mares she won 
the flag race on, bringing home 3 state ribbons.  
And her final competition was at Merriwa Pony 
on 29 July, where she finished off her career 
still riding a family bred horse, by winning 
Highest Pointscore Associate, High test 
Pointscore rider over 13 years and the Ray 
McRae Memorial Trophy for the Highest 
Pointscore Local girl. 
 
Samantha has pursued other fields which 
include Polocrosse and Campdrafting where she 
again has had great success, Samantha 
contributes this success to the foundation she 
had in Pony Club. 
 
Most of Samantha‟s success was on the little 
chestnut mare Athenia who carried Samantha 
to high levels including being selected in an 
Australian team for Polocrosse. 
 
Although she is now too old to ride Samantha 
will continue to be involved in Pony Club 
helping as she once was, we will miss her in the 
Merriwa colours but wish her all the best in her 
horse endeavours and it won‟t be long till we 
have her back with her daughter, Tori. 
 

Tim & Pauline Lawler 
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Up Coming Events 
Saturday 22 December Karaoke 

with Electro-dance. 
Social Club Xmas Party 

Saturday 29 December, dinner and 
drinks start at 6pm followed by the 

band “Tickle me Chookskin”. 
Donations from all Social Club 

Members for the Christmas 
Social Club Hamper raffle 

would be greatly appreciated. 
 Book now for your Christmas 

Function. 
New Years Eve – Karaoke with 
Electro-Dance  Open until 2am. 
Come dressed as your favourite 

singer or celebrity. Prizes, 
giveaways, bar snacks. 

Thursday  
$11 chicken schnitzel night, normal 

menu also available. 
4 Cricket Club meat raffles. Buy a 
drink and get a free ticket in the 

“Grab the Queen of Hearts” jackpot 
game. Drawn between 6.30 and 

8.30pm Thursday nights. Jackpots 
$50 per week . 

GRAB THE QUEEN OF HEARTS 
$600 not won by Col Cronin, 

jackpots to $650.00 
Friday 

Social Club ham raffles, Happy 
Hours 5-7pm,  Pick the Joker - 
$5,000, was not won by Kat 

Simpson,  jackpots to $5,100.  
Saturday 

Publican‟s punt did no good, on 
again next Saturday. Punters Club 
Dell did no good. This was it for 

the season, the dividend paid out 
was $417.45. Between 4.30 and 
6.30pm Social Club draw. Happy 
hour 3 to 4pm, $2.80 middies, 

$3.90 schooners.  Mexican night 
assorted dishes plus $5 Coronas, 

main menu also available. 
Sunday 

 $12.50 roast, baked veg and 
gravy, normal menu also available. 

Tuesday 
$11 rump night, normal menu also 

available. 
Wednesday  

Between 4.30 and 6.30pm Social 
Club draw. $10 pasta night, normal 

menu also available. 
SOCIAL CLUB DRAWS 

Wednesday $150 was not won by 
#31 Paul Lovett, Saturday $200 

was not won by #12 Jake 
Hockings, jackpots to $250 

Wednesday. 
Dining room open for lunch 7 

days a week, with 10 meals for 
$10 each. Dinner 7 nights with 
main menu and daily specials. 
Bar snacks every day 4.30pm. 

DVD‟s for hire. 
9kg gas bottles refilled for only 

$34.99. Bags of ice $3.50. 

BAR, BISTRO, 
ACCOMMODATION  

PH 6548 2235 

DECEMBER  

Thursday 20  Last Merriwa Ringer for 2012 

Friday 21  Anglican Church Service at Widden, 6pm 

 Family Christmas Pool Party - 6pm 

Tuesday 25  Christmas Day 

Wednesday 26  Boxing Day - Public Holiday 

Saturday 29  Social Club Christmas Party - The Royal, Merriwa 

 Men‟s Bowls Christmas Party - 10am 

Sunday 30  Sunday Smorgasbord - Merriwa Sports Club 

Monday 31  New Years Eve 

 Fancy Dress Party - Cassilis Bowling Club 

 Karaoke with Electro-Dance - The Royal, Merriwa 

JANUARY  

Tuesday 1  New Years Day 

Sunday 6  Denman Farmers Market 

Saturday 26  Australia Day 

 Australia Day Pool Party, 3pm - 6pm 

 Australia Day Awards Ceremony, Cassilis Bowling Club, Free 

BBQ Lunch - 11am 

Sunday 27  Sunday Smorgasbord - Merriwa Sports Club 

 Producers Markets - Merriwa Sports Club 

Monday 28  Australia Day Public Holiday 

 CWA Handicrafts Day - 10am 

Tuesday 29  Student Free Day - Public Schools 

Wednesday 30  Students return for Term 1, 2013 

Thursday 31  Kindergarten students at Merriwa Central School begin  

FEBRUARY  

Saturday 2  Cassilis Rodeo 

 Branxton Swimming Carnival 

Monday 4  Deadline for Issue 1 of The Merriwa Ringer, 2013 - 12 noon 

 Merriwa Little A‟s return from Christmas break 

 Entries open for “On My Plate” photo competition 

Thursday 7  Merriwa Ringer resumes for Term 1, 2013 

Friday 8  Festival of the Fleeces Street Stall 

Saturday 9  Denman Swimming Carnival 

Saturday 23  Merriwa Amateur Swimming Club Carnival 

Monday 25  Entries for “On My Plate” photo competition closes - 12 noon 

Tuesday 26  Entries for “Wild Weather” photo competition opens 


