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The winner of the “On the Road” photo competition is Mike Wong with this great entry taken
while visiting China. Definitely something you don‟t see on the roads around here! Mike has
won a $50 voucher donated by Merriwa Pharmacy. This was the last photo competition for
2012; but sponsors and themes for 2013 are already starting to fill. Future themes may
include: Shadows & Silhouettes, A Time to Paws and Eyes - The Window to the Soul. The
first competition for 2013 will be themed “On My Plate” and will be sponsored by Merriwa
IGA. Entries open when school returns and close on 25 February at 12 noon.
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WANTED - HOUSE TO RENT
Teacher appointed to MCS in 2013 in search of house
to rent. Please leave details with the school on 6548
2119.
Darren Noonan - Principal

REMINDER
The deadline for articles and advertisements
for the
Merriwa Ringer is

12noon
Monday

Ph. 0413724232

SEAFOOD FOR CHRISTMAS - OUTSIDE
THE ROYAL HOTEL

SUNDAY 23 December - 8am until sold out.
No Orders taken after 16 December.
Email freshseafood@iprimus.com.au
Kent & Family wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year and would like thank all of you for your
continued patronage.
PLEASE NOTE: Back on Wed. 9 January 2013
Times Fortnightly 8.00am - 11.00am
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Year 7 students visited Newcastle during the
week on a cultural exchange with students from
Callaghan College (Waratah Campus). From all
reports they had a fantastic time on the visit
enjoying cultural workshops, a cultural food fair,
ten pin bowling and a visit to Nobbys Headland.
All for the bargain basement price of $10, given
the excursion was subsidised by Region. The
only disappointing element was that only two
thirds of Year 7 students attended. I once again
remind students and parents to take advantage
of all opportunities presented to them. Rich
educational experiences extend beyond the
classroom.

P&C News
Last week we held our last P&C meeting for the
year and capped it off with very pleasant social
function in the cool of the evening at the RSL
Club. Thank you to our P&C executive, and
parent volunteers who have supported our staff
and students throughout the year.

Reports
The final reports for the year will be issued on
Wednesday the last day of school. Reports will
be put in the post for those families who have
taken early holidays.
Presentation Night
Presentation Night for students Yr3-12 will be
held next Tuesday evening at the School of
Arts. Primary parents of students receiving
awards have been contacted by our Community
Liaison Officer, Kate Blackadder. All students,
parents and community members are
encouraged to attend. I ask that parents be
seated by 6.45pm as the award ceremony will
start at 7pm. A presentation for Infant students
will be held on Tuesday morning at 10am on
the Primary Campus. Students are reminded to
be in full school uniform.

Darren Noonan
Principal

Important Dates
DECEMBER
Thursday 13

Year 6 Graduation Dinner - 6pm
Yr6-12 End of Year Disco - 6pm 10pm - Merriwa RSL Club

Friday 14

Primary Assembly - Class
Christmas Items - 9.15am

Monday 17

Secondary Formal Merit Assembly
- Great Hall - 9.10am

Tuesday 18

Infants Presentation Day - 10am
Yr 3-12 Presentation Night School of Arts - 6.45pm for 7pm

Wednesday 19 Primary Rewards Day
Santa Visit to Infants
Reports Issued
Last day of Term 4, 2012, for
Students
2013
JANUARY
Wednesday 30 Start of School - Yr1 -12
Thursday 31

Start of School for Kinder
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS THEME ASSEMBLY
This Friday 14 December all classes from the
Primary Campus will present a Christmas
themed performance for our last assembly of
the year. Classes have been working on a
variety of items as a way of celebrating the end
of the school year. All families, friends and
community are welcome to attend and we hope
you enjoy the show!

REWARDS DAY & SANTA VISIT
Next week is the last week of school and
rewards day will be celebrated on Wednesday
19 December. Infant students will celebrate with
a movie day and primary students will be visiting
the local pool. In the afternoon we will have a
special jolly visitor on campus and we would like
to thank the P&C in advance for organising this
visit and the treats for the students in the
afternoon!

PRESENTATION CEREMONIES
The formal presentation ceremonies will be held
next Tuesday 18 December. During the day the
Primary Campus will host the Primary award
ceremony beginning at 10am. This will include
the K-2 book awards and class certificates and
the Year 3-6 class certificates.

their meal. We hope they all have a wonderful
time and look forward to seeing some lovely
photographs of their farewell celebration.
Rebecca West
Assistant Principal

ROAR REPORT
Movember
Many thanks to everyone who supported our
Movember efforts this year whether it be
through your words of encouragement,
donations or by buying raffle tickets. With your
assistance ROAR raised over $580! This is a
massive achievement and we are proud to
forward this money to Movember to continue
their research into Men‟s health and depression.
Movember Jersey Winner
Congratulations to Warren Coleman whose
winning Movember ticket was drawn out by Mr
Noonan at a special assembly last week. This
jersey was a highly sought after prize and I
would like to officially thank all of the people
who donated their time and efforts to selling
tickets for the draw.

The Year 3-6 book awards will be presented at
the Year 3-12 night ceremony which will be held
at the School of Arts beginning at 7pm. The
night ceremony will also announce our Captains
and Prefects for the 2013 school year as well as
conveying various citizen and sports awards.
Parents will be notified if their child is to attend
the night ceremony. Students should be dressed
in full school uniform.

YEAR 6 FAREWELL
This Thursday, 13 December, students in Year 6
will be attending their Farewell celebrations at
the Merriwa RSL. Students will enjoy dinner and
dancing as they join the Secondary Disco after

ROAR Information Evening
Last night we hosted an information evening for
existing members and their families as well as
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meeting new candidates and their families for
next year. This is a very important night on our
annual calendar. It provides us with an
opportunity to outline our goals for the coming
year as well as reinforce what it means to be in
ROAR. Each year we clear the decks and all
students have to reapply for positions in the
program. We do this to ensure that everyone
always gives their best and each year every
interested boy has the opportunity to apply.
Nominations will be reviewed by myself, Mr
Grant and the current ROAR Captain William
Taylor. Successful applicants will be informed
before the end of the year.
ROAR Captains 2013
It was my privilege to witness 10 of our
passionate ROAR students deliver their
leadership speeches for 2013 recently. These
boys were nominated by their peers and it was
obvious that they took the honour seriously
with some deeply reflective, introspective and
inspired speeches being delivered. Following
the speeches, the ROAR boys voted and the
results will be revealed at Presentation Night,
as is our tradition.
Adam Johnston
Deputy Principal

SRC REPORT
Hi, Cameron Tritton here, bringing you the
news from the SRC at Merriwa Central School.
The end of year disco for students from Year 6
to 11 is being held this Thursday, 13 December,
at the Merriwa RSL Club. The disco starts at
6pm and finishes at 10pm, with an entry fee of
$ 5.00. Hope to see you all there!
Last week Breanna Goodear, Corey Nairne and
April Eipper travelled to Scone for the final
Upper Hunter Youth Council meeting for 2012.
The Youth Council has achieved quite a lot this
year, with movie nights in Scone and promoting
activities via social media being the main focus.

They have also applied for a number of grants
to help fund events, transport and resources for
kids in our area, and will be putting that money
to use next year. Well done guys on your efforts
in this excellent organisation.
Looking forward to giving you more news from
the SRC next year.
Thanks!
Cameron Tritton
SRC Publicity Officer

SCIENCE REPORT
As we draw close to the end of the year, it is
nice to take a moment to reflect on all that
was learnt and accomplished in Science
classrooms at Merriwa Central School. This
year, as always, has been very busy and
students of all years have been developing
their skills and understanding of a variety of
scientific topics.
Year 7 and Year 7/8 have finished a jammedpacked year learning about many interesting
topics, including; Being a Scientist; Separating
Mixtures; Solids, Liquids and Gases;
Classification; Forces; The Planet Earth;
Seeing and Hearing; Cells; The Solar System,
as well as, a Guided Research Project that
looked at the corrosion of iron nails under
differing conditions.
Year 9 have been developing their persuasive
speaking skills in their most recent „Dynamic
Earth‟ topic, where they have been discussing
to pro‟s and con‟s of mining and did so whilst
focussing on our local mines. As well as this,
they have completed their own Student
Research Project and learnt about Diseases,
Reproduction and Chemical Energy.
Preliminary Chemistry have finished their
course for the year and have now began their
HSC course, starting with The Production of
Materials. In this topic they have been
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learning about the production processes in the
manufacturing of polymers, the extraction of
biomass in the production of bio-polymers,
ethanol as a renewable plant resource used in
many different products, oxidation-reduction
reactions as a means of generating an electrical
charge, as well as nuclear chemistry and its
products. As they head into 2013, they will
continue to enhance their knowledge of
chemistry concepts with topics such as; The
Acidic Environment; Chemical Monitoring and
Management and lastly Forensic Chemistry.
Along with the excitement in the classroom,
there have been many opportunities throughout
the year for students to build on their scientific
skills and give them insight into scientific
careers. We have travelled to Muswellbrook,
Newcastle, Sydney and Armidale in a variety of
different excursions.
Years 8 to 10 had the opportunity earlier this
year to take part in the Science and Engineering
Challenge in Muswellbrook. Our previous Year
12s went to Armidale with Mrs Meyer to visit
the University of New England, as well as
visiting the University of Newcastle with myself.
Both excursions were geared toward developing
experimental skills with specialised equipment.
Lastly, six Year 10 students travelled to Sydney
as part of the University of Technology and
CSIRO visits. This had the students gutting fish,
standing on a garbage bag full of balloons,
playing forensic scientist and lots more.
Overall, it
opportunity

has been another busy and
filled year. If these same

opportunities arise next year, make sure you
make the most of it and put your name in to
go. Most of them are partially funded by the
Universities and the best part is a day filled with
interesting experiments that help develop
scientific understanding.
Have a safe and happy break and I will see you
again next year.
Lana Grant
Science Teacher

CAREER NEWS
This will be the last career news for 2012 so I
would like to wish everyone a happy Christmas
and if you have any queries over the holidays
please contact me.
List of Changes to University Courses for 2013.
The Universities Admission Centre has a list of
changes to courses that have been made since
the publication of the UAC 2013 Guide. These
changes include new courses, cancelled
courses, and general course updates. http://
www.uac.edu.au/undergraduate/courses/.
UAC Publication - "All About UAC".
The Universities Admission Centre have a
booklet for new year 11 and 12 students that
provides information on universities, applying
to university, ATAR ranks and bonus points,
applying for and changing preferences and
enrolment at university. Visit: http://
www.uac.edu.au/documents/publications/
year11-12-booklet.pdf to download the
booklet.

REMINDER
The last Ringer for Term 4, 2012, will be Thursday 20 December.
The Ringer will resume in Term 1, 2013 on Thursday 7 February
The deadline will be 12 noon Monday 4 February as per usual.
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 13 December 2012
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Scholarships Available2013 Actors College of Theatre & Television
Scholarship This scholarship provides a full
scholarship for up to three years full-time study
in the Ad Dip of Arts in Stage & Screen Acting
at ACTT for 2013. Applicants are required to
perform monologues, have an interview and
submit a written application. For more
information contact info@actt.edu.au or contact
(02) 9213 4500. http://www.actt.edu.au/firassdirani.
Charles Sturt University Science Scholarships.
Applications close 28 February. CSU has 40
scholarships available to applicants starting
study at CSU in 2013 with an ATAR of 80 or
above. Scholarships target a range of courses,
including the Bachelor of Medical Science,
Computer Science, and more. The scholarships
award successful applicants with $4,000 per
year for up to four years. http://
www.csu.edu.au/student/science/.

who have questions about their ATAR and the
degrees they‟re interested in. It is also useful
for students who are thinking about changing
their preferences. January 17 is for students
who didn‟t get the university offer they wanted
in the main round. Visit: http://
www.newcastle.edu.au/future-students/careeradvisers/2-key-dates.html
Southern Cross University Information Days
Find out more about the courses on offer,
university life, and the services and support
provided by SCU. 3 December – Coffs Harbour
and 5 December – Lismore. There will also be
Virtual Info sessions held on 11 and 12
December. http://www.scu.edu.au/scuinfoday/
HSC and ATARs.
Wednesday 19 December 2012 NSW HSC
results released by Board of Studies.
Thursday 20 December 2012 ATARs released
by UAC at www.uac.edu.au.

University of Newcastle Advisory Days 3 and 17
January Newcastle, Central Coast & Port
Macquarie Campuses. January 3 is for students

STUDENT OF THE WEEK
Student of the week:
Year Group:
Favourite subject:

Ayesha Kiely
9
Agriculture, because you get a lot
of opportunities to do things out
of the classroom and experience
new things.
Best personal achievement: Being student of the week
because I get to write my best
personal achievement.
Future goals:
I don‟t know yet what I want to
be when I am out of school.
Year advisors comment:
Ayesha is a polite, friendly and
bubbly student, who enjoys
Agriculture. All of her teachers
enjoy her presence in the
classroom as she is a delightful
young lady.
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Jane Hegarty
Careers Advisor

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Student of the Week Jack has earned the
award of „Student of the
Week‟ for a number of
reasons. He completes his
homework on a regular
basis and although away
sick at the beginning of
last week he still managed
to complete his homework
each night.
At school,
Jack displayed a mature approach to his work,
completing each of his reading, writing and
maths activities and putting effort and pride
into each task. He also assisted his peers and
teachers on many occasions, helping peers who
were struggling with their work, packing up
class activities and putting away active after
school equipment without question. Jack has
made a great improvement to be more
respectful to staff and students. At the disco,
he helped Ben get his ball after it rolled down
the stairs. Congratulations Jack on deserving
this award!

decorations were hung (including an area
sectioned off for the parents). All proceeds are
going to their Year 6 present to the school
(approximately $90). Thank you to the students
for their great behaviour, all our parents and to
the Bibby family for lending us their party
lights.
A cold start to swimming. We began swimming
today. I was very impressed with the listening
by all students and their „have a go‟ attitude!
The School Swimming Scheme is a learn to
swim program that develops water confidence
and provides students with basic skills in water
safety and survival. It is such a vital skill to
learn and may save the life of your child. Please
understand that while the next five days will
assist swimming skills, follow up lessons over
the Summer will really help to save lives.
Community Session - The Community Sessions
have finished for this year. Thanks to the
parents who were able to attend. I will send
out another survey form early in Term 1 next
year and hopefully start the sessions again by
Week 2.
Scripture Christmas Play - Our annual play is at
St Joseph‟s Church this Thursday beginning at
9:30am. Students will walk down to the church
just after 9am and return before 11am for
recess.

What a great disco! Taine and Tarnisha did a
fabulous job hosting the disco. The music was
pumping, students looked awesome and the

Reports - Semester 2 report cards will be sent
home this Friday. Please take the time to read
through the report and highlight the successes
to your child and also areas requiring
improvement. I encourage all parents/carers to
attend informal chats about your child‟s report.
The booking sheet will be sent home tomorrow.
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Portfolios (student work samples) will be given
out and discussed during these meetings.
Cassilis has been successful in their application
to join the L3 Program. Language, Learning and
Literacy (L3) is a research-based, cost effective
Kindergarten classroom intervention, targeting
text and writing.
Students receive explicit instruction in reading
and writing strategies in small groups of three to
four selected students. Students then rotate to
independent individual or group tasks. This
occurs in the daily Literacy session. Mrs Leman
and Miss Hodgson will begin their L3 Porgram
Traning hopefully in term 1 next year. This will
involve around 6 professional learning training
days a year and in-school support. Another
great initative for Cassilis to improve student
learning!
Out of school uniform - Due to our Presentation
Night, students are able to wear casual clothing
next Monday, 17 December.
Presentation Night - Everyone is welcome to
help celebrate a very successful 2012 for
Cassilis! Presentation Night will be held on
Monday, 17 December from 6:30pm at our
beautiful school. Please bring a plate of dessert
food to share. Students need to wear full school
uniform. A bbq dinner will be provided after the
Presentation (approximately 7:30pm). Soft drink
will be available for purchase.
This year, as we are holding Presentation Night
at school, families and visitors are reminded that
the school is a non-smoking and non-drinking
venue. We appreciate your assistance in this
matter.
Open Day Christmas Party - Students and
families of Cassilis Public School and children
and families living in or around Cassilis are
invited to our Open Day Christmas Party on
Wednesday, 19 December at Cassilis Public
School from 9am to 12pm. Activities will include:
Christmas craft, cooking, drumming and lots of
fun! Bring your own recess. The P&C will then
supply a bbq lunch for all visitors. I heard a
whisper that a man in red might be dropping by.

Parents are most welcome to come and assist or
run a Christmas craft activity. The school will
provide the materials if you let us know this
week.
You could be the very lucky winner! Thank you
to the families who have begun to sell the raffle
tickets. It will be drawn at Presentation Night
and all money will go straight back to supporting
the students of Cassilis.

1st prize: A beautiful Christmas stocking
and hamper (if you have more items to
add, please bring them along! Thanks to
the families who have already)

2nd prize: A car service from Cross Country
Merriwa to the value of $150

3rd plrize: Half a piece of ham and a piece
of pork donated by „Alexander Downs‟.
Tickets are $1 each and will be on sale before
the beginning of the Presentation Night.
Can you help put up the new shed please?
Cassilis is in desperate need of a new sport shed
so we can move the equipment out of the
General Assistant shed which holds the petrol
and chemicals. A new location, beside the
weather shed, would be easily assessable to
everyone, safer and the equipment would be
easier to locate. I am hoping on that Saturday,
12 January we can box and pour the slab then
assemble the shed the following Saturday, 19
December. If you can help in any way- materials
or labour or both, please let me know. Lunch
will be provided both days.
Enjoy your week.
Katie Bell
Principal

Small School...Big Difference

PLEASE NOTE

If you are sending in articles or
advertisements by email and you do not
receive an acknowledgement of receipt from
the Merriwa Ringer, please contact us by
telephone to follow it up, as we may not
have received the email.

Thank you
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ST JOSEPH‟S PRIMARY SCHOOL
K/1/2 Excursion - In November, Kindergarten,
Year 1 and Year 2 were lucky enough to
attend an excursion to the Maitland Art
Gallery.
They had lots of fun looking at beautiful
pictures and then had an even better time
making their very own artwork. After the tour
of the gallery finished everyone headed up to
Maitland Park for lunch and a play on the
equipment. It was a big day out for everyone
but filled with lots of excitement and
enjoyment.
Below are some recounts that Kindergarten
and 1/2 completed when they returned to
school:
Yesterday we went on our excursion. We went
to the art gallery in Maitland. We made a
picture. By Reba
Yesterday we went on our excursion. We went
to the Art Gallery. We went to Maitland Park
where we ate lunch. After lunch we played
with our friends. By Mia
Yesterday we went on our excursion. We went
to the Art Gallery. By Bobby
Yesterday we went on our excursion to the Art
Gallery. We went to the park and it was fun.
By Tahlia
Yesterday we went on our excursion. We went
to the Art Gallery and it was fun. We drew a
picture. By Clayton
Yesterday we went on our excursion. We went
to the Maitland Art Gallery. By Audrey

Yesterday we went on our excursion to the Art
Gallery. It was fun. We went to the playground
and it was fun. By Scarlett
Yesterday we went on our excursion to the Art
Gallery. We went on the bus. We had a great
time. By Jack
In November, 1/2 travelled to Maitland for our
excursion. It started early at school when we
got on the bus. We were on our way to the
Maitland Art Gallery. We made a stop at
Branxton to have a fruit break and go to the
toilet. When we got to the Art Gallery a lady
talked to us about art. Then we made two or
three works of art which was fun. After that we
went to look at other artworks and we saw
someone painting a wall. A little while later, we
hopped back on the bus and started to watch
the Smurfs movie. We then went to Maitland
Park. We had some lunch and had a play on
the play equipment. Then we hopped back onto
the bus again for two hours. We finally made it
back to school where our parents were there to
pick us up. I had a fun day. By Korey Halse 1/2
3/4 Excursion - On 22 November Stage Two
headed to Muswellbrook Woolworths for our
excursion. Firstly we looked at the fridges. In
one freezer it was below -20 degrees Celsius.
The other fridges were kept at 4 degrees. It
was freezing when we went in the freezers,
Nicole and Ty didn‟t go in. I have never been
that cold before! Then we went into the
butchery, we watched the butchers cut the
meat for display and saw the band saw which
cuts meat with a bone in it in action. We also
saw the produce section and the bakery where
we were lucky enough to taste the awesome
donuts! Finally Mrs Kerr organised a scavenger
hunt for us to experience what it is like to find
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things in a supermarket and then got to buy a
lolly using the self-serve registers. We learnt a
lot and really enjoyed the day! By Clancy Moore
Yr 4
Swimming Carnival - Last Tuesday, St Joseph‟s
held their annual swimming carnival. The
weather was perfect for what was a very
successful and fun day. The children showed
true sportsmanship throughout the whole day
for which they are to be commended.

Days like this would not be possible without the
fantastic help from our parents. Thank you to
all of the wonderful parents who came to

support their children and help out with the
swimming events on the day. Congratulations to
the parents on winning the Teacher/Parent race
on the day. It was one of the highlights of the
day. Next year – it will be the teachers that will
win.

Congratulations to the following children who
were the age champions on the day:

6yrs: Girl - Darcy Taaffe

7yrs: Boys - Clayton Porter, Girls - Helena
Parker

8yrs: Boys - Camdyn Constable, Girls Jorji Taaffe

9yrs: Boys - Damian Jamieson, Girls Chloe Towell

10yrs: Boys - Darcy Moore, Girls - Caitlin
Porter

11yrs: Boys - Clancy Martin, Girls Tamasyn McNaught

12yrs: Boys - Cameron Ninness, Girls Hannah Riley

13yrs: Boys: Kasey Cassar, Girls - Britnee
Attenborough

Juvenile Boy – Clayton Porter
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Juvenile Girl – Darcy Taaffe & Helena
Parker
Junior Boy – Darcy Moore
Junior Girl – Caitlin Porter
Senior Boy – Clancy Martin
Senior Girl – Tamasyn McNaught &
Hannah Riley



1/2




3/4



5/6
Carols at the Town Christmas Party - We had a
large number of carollers who had a wonderful
time spreading some Christmas cheer
throughout the community of Merriwa. Well
done everyone.





Clayton Porter - for a fantastic effort at
the swimming carnival.
Korey Halse – for an excellent recount
about our excursion
Nicholas Morgan – for working well in
English activities
Rebecca Keegan – for her great effort in
Maths.
Lauren Redgate - for being a wonderful
and caring classmate
Jonathan Keegan - for his leadership role
in group work.
Oliver Towell – for creating an amazing
Popplet on Feral Animals
Bailey Telfer – for creating an awesome
Popplet on Poultry
Thomas Nairne – for creating a fantastic
Popplet on Feathers and Chooks.

Awards:
K

Helena Parker - for trying so hard in
swimming lessons
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION
DEAR PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN, FAMILIES,
COMMITTEE AND STAFF OVER MANY
YEARS
It is with mixed feelings that I write this final
letter to you. As of 2013, I will be stepping
down as Teaching Director of Merriwa Preschool, after 27 years of service.
During my time here, I have shared many
wonderful life experiences with children and
families too numerous to count! Yet each has
played a unique part. What a special
opportunity for me to be able to teach children
of children and still be involved in the adult lives
of those I taught as 3 or 4 year olds.
So many physical changes have taken place in
this time - the addition to the building to extend
the office area, creating a separate space for
Committee to work; building extensions after
gaining Capital and ongoing funding to provide
After School and Vacation Care; employment of
a Maintenance person, Trainee and Clerical
Assistant; additional bathroom facilities to
accommodate us, extending our licence to
include 2 year olds; a community project of a
curved mosaic "Art walk" which depicts and
celebrates children's art; the long term
development of the children's playground from
bare patches of dirt when I arrived as a young
University graduate to its present condition of a
beautiful green play space with custom built
cubby reflective of our country culture, mounds,
musical sculptures, established deciduous shade
trees and other plantings (including food) to
supplement the children's experiences and
future plans for a dry creek bed; at one stage
struggling to keep our doors open 4 days per
week with up to 8 children in attendance on
numerous days, to our present situation of

being completely full, open 5 days per week,
20 children per day and an extensive Waiting
List.
Early Childhood is such an important time in a
child's life and the aim of the Early Years
Learning Framework and National Quality
Standards is to raise the profile of the
important learning that takes place at services
such as our Pre-school, prior to school. All
Educators are being acknowledged and
encouraged to further their training, which only
means more positive outcomes for children.
Merriwa is blessed to have such wonderful
staff. Making connections is what is important
to us all, throughout our life, respectfully
looking after each other and finding new ways
to grow, change and move forward.
The winds of change have gently blown. Let us
embrace what is new and different, and
treasure all that has made an impact in some
way, upon our lives. If we allow them to be,
children will continue to be our best source of
learning and joy. With appreciation and thanks
for your wonderful support, and best wishes for
you, your children and for the continued
improvement of Merriwa Pre-school in the
future. Keep in touch!
Hoping you all enjoy precious time spent with
your family at Christmas.
With fondest memories,
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Teaching Director

MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE
After School and Vacation Care
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds

WELL THE YEAR IS ALMOST OVER FOR
YET ANOTHER YEAR!
Next week families will be able to find the
Summer Vacation Care program within the
ringer with many fun and Summer
appropriate fun happening at MAC.
We will only be having one excursion these
holidays and limited numbers of only 12 so
we can all fit in the bus!
Next week, Wednesday 19 December, we will
see out the year with a family BBQ at MAC,
for those who have not yet RSVP please do so
ASAP for catering purposes.
It will be lovely to share some time between
staff and families which is only so brief of an
afternoon to thank you for using the service.
The BBQ will be from 6pm – 7:30pm, at the
Activity Centre & Pre-school playground.
Pupil free days in Week 11, Term 4:

Wednesday 19 December

Thursday 20 December



Friday 21 December.

MAC will be opening on these dates 8:30am –
6pm. Any families requiring care on these dates
please phone in your bookings or come see
staff.
Children will need to bring their swimmers daily
for these 3 days!
In other news:
For sale: 520L fridge/freezer.
This is in excellent condition. Selling due to MAC
receiving new fridge in a grant - $600.
Please phone 6548 2082 or ask staff for more
information!
Merry Christmas!
Lucy Naef and all the Merriwa Activity
Centre Staff
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ANGLICAN NEWS
Third Sunday in Advent :
We light the third candle on
the advent wreath. Advent
is a time when I build a
road to let the Lord more
fully into my heart. Advent
is a good time to see if I
am building the kind of
road I need to let the Lord
more fully into my heart.
Church Services.

Friday 14 December: 10am Eucharist Holy
Trinity with discussion & sharing

Hospital: 11am Extended Eucharist.
Date for your Diary.

15 December: Farewell to Bishop Brian
Farran Newcastle cathedral

16 December: Carols in the park

21 December: Invite to A quiet relaxed
Christmas service at Widden, 6pm. Phone
Jeannie Harris 6547 0520

27 April 2013: Preliminary notice

Men‟s breakfast with guest speakers from
the National Boer War Memorial team.
Reflection:
The Christmas Ponsettia is named after a
botanist and United States diplomat named Joel
Roberts Poinsett. While he was serving as the
first United States ambassador to Mexico in
1825, Poinsett was impressed by the brilliant
red flowering shrub that bloomed at Christmas.
He decided to send some flowers back to South
Carolina to grow in his greenhouse. The
Mexican Fire plant was later renamed Poinsettia
in his honour.

So there we are, and while we are reflecting, let
us congratulate all of our Merriwa students and
the students of Merriwa families, who received
awards at Scone Grammar Speech Day on 5
December.
Lots of families were there to applaud their
great achievements. It was wonderful to hear
Cadel Evans & Simon Clarke speak of their
ability to tough it out when things were not
going as they planned, their integrity & pursuit
of excellence. The conversation with principal
Mr. Paul Smart was full of inspiration for the
students, leading the students with
encouragement to have perseverance.
Tough out the hard times and to keep on
aiming for your goals until you reach them &
then some more! Congratulations Scone
Grammar students for all of your hard work
throughout 2012. We are proud of you!
Harriet & Adelaide Alker; Charlie-Rose Carrall;
Ben Collins; Alexandra & Victoria Cottle; Hamish
& Amelia Edmonds; Malory Folpp; Meg Gorman;
Sophie Hanckel; Melanie Inder; Millie Leggett;
Brydie Moore; Jessica & Victoria McLaren;
Tommy Munro; Annabel Rodgers; Keely & Bridie
Ryan; Sandra Salama; & Kris Telfer.
The last verse of the school Hymn goes like
this:
May I run the race before me
Strong and brave to face the foe,
Looking only unto Jesus
As I onward go.
Floreat Scona

Do you know that poinsettias make up 85% of
potted plant sales during the Christmas season!
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Rosalie Drew

POINTS TO PONDER FROM THE PADDOCK

ARE YOU AT RISK WITH BOVINE JOHNE’S
DISEASE?
Do you purchase dairy, dairy cross animals or
beef stock that have been in contact with
dairy herds? Are you requesting a Dairy
Assurance Score and Cattle Health statement
for all purchases? According to Ian Lugton,
District Veterinarian with the Livestock Health
and Pest Authorities (LHPA), many producers
are unaware of the risks of bringing bovine
Johne‟s disease (BJD) onto their farm through
purchasing certain types of stock that appear
to be healthy.

I see the race horse industry and viticulture are
to be protected from Coal Seam Gas, no
mention of the millions of sheep and cattle….
Mate, we‟re an endangered species!

“BJD is an insidious disease that can arrive on
a farm in an apparently healthy but infected
animal,” he said. “In cattle, the main feature
of the disease is a persistent „pea soup‟
diarrhoea, which causes the animals affected
to lose weight until they become emaciated,
then die. BJD is difficult to eradicate because
it can survive in the soil for up to a year and
while testing at a herd level is reasonably
accurate, unfortunately testing of individual
animals is not. The disease also has serious
welfare implications if not controlled,
therefore the key with BJD is prevention.”
Specialist beef cattle producers wishing to sell
livestock to the widest range of markets need
to ensure they do not run or agist dairy cattle
on their beef property.

Is there any difference?

Tony Bishop

“A simple tool to assist producers is the Beef
Only program, which helps assure cattle
buyers of the very low risk of BJD in beef
herds that have had little or no contact with
dairy cattle,” he said. “This declaration is
included on the national Cattle Health
Statement, which producers should request
when purchasing stock as it contains other
legal declaration and background information
about the animals.”
Kylie Neville
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THE COMBINED CHRISTIAN CHURCHES OF
MERRIWA - CAROLS IN THE PARK

THE MERRIWA CWA TWELVE DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS

Our annual Christmas Carols are to be held in
Apex Park at 7pm on Sunday 16 December.

On the 12th day of Christmas CWA gave to me.
Twelve Life Long Friends
Eleven scones a cooking
Ten Ag products
Nine stories to tell
Eight show lunches
Seven Race Days
Six sheep in red socks
Five Street Stalls
Four study countries
Three group meetings
Two handicraft tasks
And a Country Woman Journal

Remember, this year a “Merry Craft Session”
will be held at 6pm in the Uniting Church Hall
(just above Apex Park). This will be a time for
children to enjoy doing some craft activities
relating to Christmas, before joining the Carols.
Our sausage sizzle stall will again be available
with the proceeds going to “Messy Church
Project”. This money will help purchase craft
materials used throughout the year for this
project.
We invite you to come and enjoy the festivities
at “Carols in the Park”. Santa will be arriving
with his big bag of goodies.
In the event of inclement weather, the Carols
will be held in the School of Arts; Bow St,
Merriwa.
Look forward to seeing you there.

The branch will be having a handicraft day from
10am on Monday 28 January and also selling
refreshments.
Aileen would like all handicrafts by Friday 1
March 2013.
Branch cookery day will be on Wednesday 20
March 2013.

Ron Campbell
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Sandra Stewart
Publicity Officer

GOOD HEALTH GIFT IDEAS
For many people, Christmas has deep religious
significance; for others, it‟s simply a time to
relax and enjoy a few days off work. But for
almost everyone, this time of year has
traditionally become one of celebration.
Throughout many societies it is commonplace
to exchange gifts or simply „season‟s greetings‟,
and to express sentiments of peace and
goodwill. Wishes of good health usually
accompany greetings at this time of year; so,
perhaps some healthy gift ideas could be worth
a thought as well.
The original gifts of Christmas were reported to
be gold, frankincense and myrrh. And whilst it‟s
unlikely they‟re on too many shopping lists
today there are actually websites offering these
items as a “deluxe three box set” for around
$50.
Of course, if jewellery is what you‟d like to give,
or receive, you could consider something from
Medic Alert. Although, a Medic Alert gift is not
just a piece of high-quality jewellery, it also
provides protection for you and your family – 24
hours a day. On each bracelet or necklet, your
personal emergency information is custom
engraved, together with the 24-hour hotline
phone number for health and emergency
personnel to access if necessary. The Medic
Alert system also provides a confidential
national database, staffed by trained personnel,
which holds important additional information
such as current medications, doctor's name and
next-of-kin.
Just about anyone will benefit from the gift of a
Medic Alert bracelet or necklet; but it will be
especially helpful for those people with food,
drug, chemical or insect allergies; people with
an implant such as a pacemaker; people with
conditions such as diabetes, asthma, epilepsy,
Alzheimer‟s, Crohn‟s or Parkinson‟s disease; or

Custom Made
Kitchens

people with special needs or on special
medication.
Medic Alert is the ultimate in
patient protection in emergency situations or
unforeseen adverse events.
There is a wide range of Medic Alert products –
solid gold, gold filled, sterling silver or stainless
steel – in various designs. Check out the
website at: www.medicalert.org.au
It seems sometimes, there is much more
emphasis on the gifts than the goodwill; with
more expensive and sophisticated gadgets being
among the most fancied gift suggestions.
So-called smart phones can now provide just
about every service imaginable; even facilitating
phone calls! And miniature music machines can
contain thousands of songs or instrumentals
downloaded from computers.
“Pads” and
“tablets” are now purchased from electronics
stores rather than stationers or pharmacies.
We‟ve got iPhones, iPods and iPads; maybe
sometime soon we might get a Christmas iPud
with some extra apple in with the mixed fruit.
Meanwhile, if you are really electronically
inclined, you might consider a home-use blood
pressure measuring device (called a
sphygmomanometer by the medicos); it‟s a
useful gift for someone whose blood pressure
might need monitoring. And for people with
diabetes the now miniature-size blood glucose
measuring machines are a must – the new ones
are even smaller than the iPod type music
machine, and with the added bonus of no risk of
industrial deafness with regular use.
If it's your teeth and gums that need
stimulating, then the vibrating, oscillating and
pulsating electronic toothbrushes will do the job.
The expense might just save you an extra visit
or two to the dentist.
Still searching for ideas? How about a first aid
kit? There are ready prepared varieties for
work, home or keeping in the car; or your
pharmacist can help you tailor-make one for
your own personal needs. And if you already
have a first aid kit, make sure the contents are
usable and not out of date. Ask at Merriwa
Pharmacy for more information and pick up a
First Aid in the Home fact card.
Robert Smith
Merriwa Pharmacy
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MORTGAGE MATTERS WITH LAUREN
MURPHY
Three top tips from Mortgage Choice to avoid
the stress of over-spending this silly season:
1.
Create a holiday season budget:
This will allow you to clearly see how much
money you realistically have to spend on gifts
and celebrating this Christmas. By going
through the process of writing down all your
expenses, you may even find there are areas of
your budget that you can cut back on and save.
If you do have the luxury of some extra money
in your pocket, consider making additional
repayments to your home loan to help reduce
the loan term and the interest payable.
2. Spend within your means:
With a rate cut up your sleeve it can be
tempting to get carried away spending more
than you can truly afford on gifts for friends
and family. Avoid starting the New Year with
additional debts by steering clear of credit card
or store card spending and interest-free loans.
This will help you to keep costs under control
and it also means that your regular
commitments, such as your loan repayments,
won‟t suffer at the expense of over-spending.
3. Plan for the New Year:
If each year the silly season takes its toll on you
financially, consider putting plans in place now
so you don‟t find yourself in the same situation.
Putting aside a small amount of money each
week will help when you need an extra
injection of spending money these holidays.
When it comes to your home loan, the New
Year might be the perfect time to review your
current home loan to see if you can cut costs
further by negotiating a better deal, or finding a
better offer elsewhere.
If you want to learn how to keep your spending
habits and home loan under control call Lauren
Murphy
on
0408
480
562
or
www.mortgagechoice.com.au/lauren.murphy or
follow me on Facebook on www.facebook.com/
mortgagechoicehunter.
Lauren Murphy
Mortgage Choice

VETERINARY NEWS WITH ANTHEA
Microchipping can save an owner a lot of
heartache over a lost pet or, as we had last
week a dog injured (badly). It is important if
you move house or change contact phone
numbers to notify your local council and
update all the details on the microchip
database to ensure a speedy return/recovery
of your pet should they become lost or
injured.
Bones - Yes! We do recommend feeding your
dog bones, but as highlighted by a case this
week, they too, can cause problems if you
don‟t follow the guidelines. Our advise is
always raw, never cooked, and the bigger the
bone the better. If you do not follow these
rules – at some point we will be seeing your
pet to fix the consequences. Small bones can
be come wedged in the mouth or upper
gastrointestinal tract or small fragments,
especially in older dogs; can contribute to
constipation and yes, we have even had to
euthanase dogs in the past because so much
damage has been done to the lower
gastrointestinal tract. Please be careful,
prevention is always better (and cheaper)
than cure!
Toys, toys, toys and more toys! Here in the
surgery for your pet, so come in and have a
look in case the old one needs updating. Toys
are very reasonably priced.
Specials on Advantage – Currently we have
huge savings on Advantage Dogs 4 pack
which is a monthly application on the skin
which kills fleas, flea larvae and controls lice.
Advantage Cats 4 pack also a monthly
application on the skin that kills fleas & there
larvae.
Well Earned Break – all the staff & CC will be
having 2 weeks off starting from 3pm Friday
21 December until 9am Monday 7 January
2013.
Racing NSW Commitments – Anthea will be at
Muswellbrook Races with her commitments to
Racing NSW on Tuesday 18 December,
however Julie and Megan will be in the office
for any general enquiries or grooming.
Anthea Wright with Julie,
Megan, CC & Girls
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AN AUSSIE ROADTRIP ADVENTURE
DAY 10 – EXPLORING THE NORTH WEST
CORNER
Thump! Bang! Crash! Who? What? Oh! It‟s just
Alli performing her usual pre-dawn activities.
Seriously! That kid needs to learn to sleep in! I
notice the clock says 4.46am before pulling the
doona over my head and trying to get back to
sleep. I doze for a while, give in and get the day
started.
This morning we need to head into Smithton to
get the car repaired. It seems at some stage the
shock absorber has snapped a bolt and done
some damage to its housings. The mechanic
takes half an hour or so to patch us up good
enough to get home. We are singing his praises
as he backs the car off the hoist and straight
into another vehicle with a large bang. Stepping
out of the car he says “Did I hit it? I was looking
in the other mirror”. While the damage isn‟t
serious it‟s best to say we are no longer singing
his praises. We try to put the incident behind us
and head off to Stanley to explore the area.

the top will be the best way up. This is not to
Dad‟s liking. He is afraid of heights, but we
bully him onto the chairlift before he gets the
chance to think about it too much. He pales a
few shades when the high winds start the chair
rocking but otherwise isn‟t worried too much
by the experience. Once on top the wind is
fierce, physically moving me as I walk around
the trail that circumnavigates the top. The
views from up here offer a variety of scenes,
from sweeping ocean panoramas to almost
aerial views of the township and harbour.
Returning to the bottom via the chairlift, and
exhausted by the walk, we are directed to the
local seafood warehouse for lunch. We feast on
a variety of local seafood, and buy a few
scallops to have on our steak for dinner.

First on our list of activities today is the Highfield
Historical Site. We arrive to a crowded car park
and find that it cost $10 each to wander through
the buildings, most of which are clearly viewable
from the car park. I snap a few photos of the
convict barracks which is the most interesting of
the ruins, and right beside the road.

Next on the list is “The Nut”, an impressive,
natural rock formation rising from the ocean and
connected to Tasmania by a narrow neck of
land. The picturesque village of Stanley snuggles
into the bottom of the giant rock, sheltered by
its bulk, from the winds that roar in from the
ocean. Once standing at the bottom of “The
Nut” and getting a better perspective of its size
and sheer cliff faces we decide the chairlift to

Stomachs bulging once again we head East to
the township of Wynyard and the Table Cape
Tulip Farm. Entry to the farm is just $5 and we
get to wander the rainbow hued paddocks of
tulips at our leisure. The farm shop sells pots
of flowering plants, bulbs and local arts. We all
enjoy our visit. From the tulip farm it‟s just a
short drive to the Table Cape Lighthouse.
Tours run for $7 per person but we have
missed the group, so wander around the
outside and decide that it is not as impressive
as some of the other lighthouses we have seen
on our road trip.
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Dinner of steak,
scallops and salad
washed down with
a glass of local wine
goes down a treat
and with bellies
bulging yet again,
we are soon ready
for bed.
After leaving the lighthouse we head in search
of the cheese factory, which is apparently very
good. After following the GPS to one location
and then doing al ap the town in an attempt to
locate it, we give up. We top up on supplies at
the IGA and head back to camp at Crayfish
Creek.

Candice O‟Neill
CJO Photography

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
www.jtsrealty.com.au
Muswellbrook NSW 2333
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
Ph: 6541 5331 Fax: 6541 0330

36 Prices Lane Merriwa - $495,000
Situated on 6 acres and only a 2 minute drive to the main
street this acreage is ideally positioned. The home is only
6 years old and has 4 large bedrooms the main with a
walk in robe, reverse cycle air conditioner, and access to
the main bathroom. 2 other bedrooms also have built in
robes. The kitchen is timber and in near new condition
and features a dishwasher, large pantry, and an attached
living area with reverse cycle air conditioning. The lounge
is large as is the open plan dining room. The laundry also
has a second bathroom. Outside are front and back verandahs. Water is supplied via tanks and
town water. At the rear of the house is a double garage with an attached carport. There is also a 5
bay shed with an attached 8m awning. The property is fully fenced in ringlock fencing and is ideal
for a horse or the kids riding a bike. An added bonus is the block can be sub - divided.
1621 Ringwood Road Merriwa - $279,000
Located 15km's from Merriwa on a tar sealed road this 100 acre property is very well set up. There
is a 9m x 7m barn style shed with water connected from a 120,000 litre tank that feeds the sink
and outside shower. There is also a gas stove, fridge and hot water system all in place. Sleeping
accommodation is provided by a 20 foot caravan. Another
20m x 8m shed with concrete floor, water and gas in place
is an ideal workshop or machinery shed. Water is supplied
via a fully equipped bore which feds to the tank. There is
approximately 40 open acres perfect for horses or cattle
with the remaining natural bushland. Also included in the
sale is a fully refurbished Massey 35 tractor, 5 foot slasher,
2 generators, 4wd farm ute, compressor and fencing
equipment. If you are after a well-established lifestyle
property this one is for you!
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY
Your Local Newspower store and Office Smart
agent.
All of the staff would like to congratulate the
students of the Merriwa Central School on
winning the Newcastle Herald Competition. It
shows that all of the effort that the students
and staff put in to this competition is worth it. It
is great to see them being recognised for this
effort, especially when competing against so
many other schools, often with many more
students, staff and resources.
We would also like to congratulate the students
of St Joseph's Primary School for their carolling
efforts at the Community Christmas Party last
week. We hope that everyone who was there
had a great afternoon of shopping and fun and
Christmas Spirit.
Christmas is here in less than 2 weeks! It is
time to start panicking if you have not started
to get organised yet!
Toys - We have some great toys available for
any member of the family. There are slinkies,
jigsaw puzzles, monkeys in barrels, board
games, card games, trucks, cars, Barbies, teddy
bears, skipping ropes, dolls, blocks, things that
make noise, other things that light up (and
some that do both). There is something for
everyone, so come in and have a browse,
something is guaranteed to be here that will
make the perfect gift.
Craft - We have some great craft ideas for
Christmas. The best thing about anything crafty
is that they entertain the kids for hours and
never require new batteries! There are paint
sets, pencil sets, paint brush sets, colouring
pads that are great for the young ones, giant

craft sets that are great for all of the kids (they
include paints, pencils, textas, chalks, crayons
and more). There are Christmas themes
stickers, there are crayons, textas, sketch pads,
calligraphy sets and so much more.
Wrap - The wrapping of Christmas presents
often makes people panic as they hate
wrapping so much. There is a simple rule - if
you can make it into a box shape, it is easy to
wrap. All you have to do is find old shoe boxes
and other such things to put any slightly odd
shaped present into before wrapping. We have
some very fun wrapping paper in store right
now. It is a great price and is of a higher quality
(meaning it doesn't rip at the slightest touch).
There are several different size rolls, for the few
small presents to the huge box that always has
to be wrapped. There are also stick-on gift tags,
stickers, boxes of cards, single cards, ribbon
and bows available.
Back to School - It may seem like we are
jumping the gun a bit by mentioning Back to
School already, but it all happens before school
starts back, when there is no Ringer. We
already have a lot of stock in for Back to School
and it is in now so that you can kill two birds
with one stone- give it for Christmas. There are
some funky lanyards (perfect for keys, USB
sticks, and other things you need to keep
close), there are equally cool pencil cases, and
some stationery items that would not be
laughed at if they were found in a Christmas
stocking.
2013 - Do not forget that we have a great
range of 2013 diaries available. There are
business diaries, student diaries, pretty diaries,
cute diaries, pocket diaries and teen diaries. We
also have Calenders available, including one
specifically for the busy family - a column for
each member!
Phone cards; all cards are now available
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone.
Cash or Eftpos only.
Neville & Leanne Hook
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Congratulations to all our Photo Competition
winners throughout 2012 and a big thank
you to all the sponsors who have made the
competition possible.











February - “Yellow” - Sponsored by Merriwa IGA, won by
Lana Grant
March - “Mirrors & Reflections” - Sponsored by Merriwa
Tyre & Service Centre, won by Bev Pittman
April - “Year of the Farmer” - Sponsored by Merriwa PAH&I,
won by Rosalie Drew
May - “Patterns” - Sponsored by the Festival of the Fleeces,
won by Kathleen Turner
June - “Bridges” - Sponsored by Peel Valley Machinery, won
by Lana Grant
July - “Night Time” - Sponsored by Merriwa Sports Club,
won by Elizabeth Titualer

August - “All that‟s Cold” - Sponsored by ZanneArt
Photography, won by Peter Ward
September - “Get Caught Reading” - Sponsored by Little
Sprouts, won by Will Taylor

October - “Everything Equine” - Sponsored by CJO
Photography, won by Aileen Hogan
November - “Fire & Lightning” - Sponsored by Stay „n‟ Play
Hay, won by Elizabeth Titualer

December - “On the Road” - Sponsored by Merriwa
Pharmacy, won by Mike Wong.
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WOOLBROOK RURAL INDUSTRIES
It is the end of 2012 and I am postponing the
story of my involvement in the Australian
Transport Industry to return briefly to the
subject of the Australian economy which I have
often touched on in past articles. In December
last year I wrote that my hope was that 2012
would be no worse than 2011, and indeed,
considering how difficult 2012 was for much of
the world, Australia certainly came through very
well. However, there is no doubt our economy
deteriorated (in spite of assurances from
Treasurer Swan and others that it is in fine
shape), so my present hope is again the same,
that 2013 will be no worse than 2012. Perhaps
fifteen years ago, when writing in these
columns, I recalled that, for most of my life, I
had marvelled at how lucky Australia has been.
Eventually Donald Horn gave my thoughts his
official blessing by describing Australia as “The
Lucky Country” in his book of the same name, a
term which has stuck. I said how fortunate we
were because every time Australia seemed to
be heading for trouble we would discover oil
fields (comparatively meagre though they
turned out to be), or another huge coal, gold,
alumina, diamond, gas or iron ore deposit or
whatever, you name it, and we would continue
comparatively unscathed. How long can this
last? This time we have so far mostly escaped
the GFC, the worst world financial catastrophe

since the Great Depression; or perhaps the GFC
will be even worse than the Great Depression,
we do not know yet, and may not know the
answer for several more years.
Even then, when I wrote about those thoughts
years ago, Australia was a high cost country
and has become much more so since. We have
been saved from disaster by being richly
endowed by nature, not only by our mineral
resources, but also because we can easily feed
our own population; and, in addition, by
grinding our food and fibre producers so
mercilessly that no sane accountant would ever
recommend buying a rural property for any
other reason than the admittedly great life style
it represents. Therefore we have not only been
providing Australia‟s population with food and
fibre but also doing so at prices which, for
instance, the manufacturers of motor vehicles
would not even consider. There is evidence of
this everywhere in our apparent ubiquitous
belief (or hope) that we can sustain our ever
rising costs forever in a world where, for
instance, the two extremes of China, and even
the USA, have a lower cost structure than
Australia, while we forever depend on being
“The Lucky Country”. For instance, some unions
have urged that since, in spite of our huge coal
and iron ore deposits, we cannot compete with
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China in either the manufacture of steel or its
fabrication, we should restrict our imports of
these items, even including Chinese steel
mining equipment, with tariffs and/or subsidies
(thus increasing our cost structure) to make
Australia competitive again. Do we seriously
believe that China, our biggest export
destination for almost everything we produce
from wool to coal, would accept this, at least
once the world balance of supply is rectified by
the many projects coming on stream worldwide
over the next few years? The Chinese would tell
us where to put our exports and go to the many
other countries yearning to replace us as one of
her main import suppliers.
There is not really much difference between
Australia and that pariah nation, Greece, we
have both enjoyed an easy ride for many years.
However, while Greece is a small country with
comparatively little natural resources, Australia
is blessed, through sheer blind luck, with
natural resources which are the envy of most of
the rest of the world. Till now this has carried
us safely through the troubles being presently
encountered by many others, but the big
questions are “How long can it last? Will it last
forever? Will we continue to push our luck till
eventually it runs out? Will we wake up to
ourselves before this happens?” In this respect I

Royal Hotel - Merriwa

We are looking for a cook, waitress,
kitchen attendant. Must be available
to work nights and weekends, a
RSA and RCG certificate would be
beneficial. Please leave resume at
the Hotel.
Woolbrook Rural Industries
Max Wurcker 6548 2150

Nearly everything for farmers at rock bottom
prices! Conventional & electric fencing, pumps,
spraying equipment, poly & PVC pipes,
generators, tanks, silos etc
Visit our very comprehensive website:
www.woolbrookrural.com.au

sometimes think back to the series of articles I
wrote about the middle of 2006 when I
forecast the inevitably of a crash which did
indeed hit us about two years later in mid
2008. I remember beginning those articles by
saying that for years I had been becoming
more and more concerned by the way both the
Australian and world economies were heading,
that it was unsustainable, and must end in
disaster, and I gave my reasons in detail.
These articles referred to Australia in the
comparatively short term, however for a long
time I have felt the same about our economy in
the much longer term, though so far my fears
have been largely unfounded. I hope I am
wrong, yet the views of present day economic
and financial pundits from our Treasurer down,
with their assurances that all will be well, bear
an uncanny resemblance to those of almost
everybody in 2006, i.e. that the good times
would continue to roll on because this time, in
this boom, and for the very first time in history,
everything was different. Are we again
whistling in the dark?
Anyway, once more I wish all our readers and
our customers a Merry Christmas, a prosperous
New Year, and (similarly to last year) hope that
2013 will be at least as acceptable as 2012.
Max Wurker

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY
B&B on Bettington will be open for
Christmas breakfast from 6.30am.
Christmas Day Special Breakfast Menu
available. Book now by phoning 6548 2777.
Peter & Pam wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year.

CJ‟S Cuts

In your home by a qualified hairdresser.
Clipper Cuts $7
Men‟s $15
Ladies $25
Pre-School & Primary $10
A travel charge per residence visited applies
and depends on distance travelled. The best
time to call is evenings but an answering
service is available
Ph Carla on 6548 8531
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CAROLS IN THE PARK

HAPPY HOLIDAY WISHES

The Combined Christian Churches of Merriwa
invite you to Carols in the Park at Apex Park. To
be held on 16 December, 2012, at 7pm.
Ron Campbell

Merriwa Soccer wishes everyone a happy and
healthy holiday season and looks forward to
2013 with confidence.

HAPPY AND HEALTHY CHRISTMAS
We wish everyone a happy and healthy
Christmas holiday with family and friends.
Christmas gives us the chance to put aside, for
a little while, all the coal mining and coal seam
gas threats to our beautiful Merriwa Plateau,
the air pollution and other challenges we all
face, and focus fully on peace on Earth and
good will to our neighbour.
Merriwa Plateau has the best food producing
land in Australia (we can prove it, just ask). We
will continue to fight for it in the New Year –
why not join us? You‟re welcome. Phone 6548
5171 or 6547 6048.
Ted Finnie
Merriwa Healthy Environment Group

If you have a child aged from 5 to 17 who
would like to play soccer in the coming season,
you‟re welcome to phone 6548 2417 now for
more details. We will get back to you in the
New Year about registration, etc.
Have a happy Christmas!
Merle Coluccio

WELCOMING CENTRE AGM
Merriwa Tourist Welcoming Centre will hold
their Annual General Meeting on Saturday 15
December, 2012, at the Merriwa Men‟s Shed
(located behind the Welcoming Centre), from
4pm.
Edith Shipway

MERRIWA CHRISTMAS STREET PARTY
Thank you to everyone who supported the
Merriwa Christmas Street Party on Thursday 6
December 2012. Particular thanks must go to
the sponsors and supporters - without their
assistance the event would not have been
possible. Hunter Mutual, Helen Whale, Inland
Distributors, Jan & Bob Baihn, James
Bettington, Merriwa CWA, Merriwa Men‟s Shed,
Merriwa Sports Club, Merriwa Ringer, Merriwa
Traders – IGA, Merriwa Tyre & Service Centre,
Merriwa Volunteer Rescue Association, NSW
Fire & Rescue, ROSTO, St Joseph‟s Primary and
the Upper Hunter Shire Council.
Phoebe Richards
Community Services Officer - Merriwa

MERRIWA SENIOR CITIZENS
Please note the following dates:

Our next movie will be shown on
Thursday 10 January, 2013, at 1pm in the
Squatter‟s room. These movies are open
to anybody who would like to come, they
are always good movies and great
entertainment

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday
22 January, 2013 at 10.30am

Seniors Week 2013 is from 17 - 24 March.
On Wednesday 20 we will be going for a
coach trip to Newcastle which will include
a 2.5hr cruise on the harbour. More
details in the New Year.
Mary O‟Neill

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this
free service, please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays.
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SHOP LOCAL JACKPOT

LITTLE A’S

The Shop Local Jackpot was a great success
with over 1000 entries into the draw. Phil
Neale was the first name drawn but as he was
not present at the draw the prize had to be re
-drawn. The eventual winner was Kara
Mitchell. Kara earned her entry into the draw
by purchasing over $20 worth of gifts to place
under the Christmas Gift Giving Tree for
residents of Gummun Place Hostel and
Merriwa Hospital. Just goes to show
generosity towards others can be a rewarding
thing! Thank you to all the businesses who
participated in the program.

Merriwa Little A‟s would like to wish all children
and their families a very safe and happy holiday
over the Christmas break. We will commence
back at the No 2 Sports ground on 4 February.
Merry Christmas.

Phoebe Richard
Community Services Officer - Merriwa

MERRIWA SQUASH CLUB
Merriwa Squash Club will be commencing a
competition after the school holidays in the new
year. Old and new players welcome. Names
can be left at the Squash Centre, the Sports
Club, Max's Meats, Ray's Hardware or with
Wayne on 6548 7101.
Wayne Upward

Zoe Jaimeson

VETERINARY SURGERY CLOSED
Anthea Wright Veterinary Services will be closed
from 3pm Friday 21 December 2012 until 9am
Monday 7 January 2013. For any consultations
or emergencies during this period please
contact the following surgeries:

Satur Veterinary Clinic - 6545 3333

Dartbrook Equine - 6545 1522

Pet Medical Denman - 6547 2222

Pet Medical Muswellbrook - 6541 1555

Pet Medical Scone - 6544 3201

Scone Equine - 6545 1333
We apologies for any inconvenience, but Anthea
& staff all need a well earned break, being the
only vet surgery in Merriwa.
Anthea Wright and staff
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AGRONOMY WITH ELDERS
Saffron Thistle

Saffron Thistle is
common
in
pastures, and at
this time of year
can be a problem
in
fallows.
R e g i s t e r e d
chemical
control
options such as
Amicide Advance
700, MCPA and Tordon 75-D are available here
at Elders. The following information is from a
publication (http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/
agriculture) by the Victoria Department of
Primary Industries on the weed
The Problem
Saffron thistle is very hardy, very rigid and
prickly, and has little value as a pasture species.
Smaller rosettes are grazed by stock but once
the plant grows taller it is avoided. It competes
with other plants for moisture, light and
nutrients, restricts access and contributes to
vegetable contamination of wool. Spines cause
injury to stock, particularly to the mouth,
around the eyes, and to hooves, and
predisposes animals to diseases such as scabby
mouth and pink eye. Infestations of saffron
thistle in grain crops can cause yield reductions
of up to 70%. Saffron thistle is a host for
fungus diseases which affect safflower and
cotton.
Saffron thistle is closely related to safflower,
Carthamus tinctorius, and has been widely
cultivated as a source of oil and yellow dye.
Cultivation
Cultivation was the main method of control
before the advent of useful herbicides.
Repeated cultivations are necessary because

REMINDER

The deadline for articles and
advertisements for the Merriwa
Ringer is

Monday 12.00noon

soil disturbance brings seeds to the surface
where they can germinate. Initial deep
ploughing to bury seed, followed by shallow
cultivation to destroy seedlings and the planting
of cereals under sown with pasture species is
effective for large infestations.
Slashing
Mowing and slashing before the plants are
mature is an important management element.
To prevent seed formation it should be carried
out before the commencement of flowering.
Immediate follow-up control is required to
prevent further flowering.
Pasture development
Saffron thistle tends to out-compete other
plants in low nutrient soils but unlike many
other thistles, it has a negative response to
fertilisers. Annual application of superphosphate
can markedly reduce the density of plants.
Establishment of strong competitive pastures
will largely eliminate saffron thistle, if
overgrazing is avoided.
Grazing
Sheep grazing encourages the weed and cattle
grazing is of little value in control. Long term
use of goats can significantly reduce plant
density. Spray grazing in combination with
sheep grazing at several times the normal
stocking rate has provided effective control in
Western Australia.
Chemical treatment
Chemical (herbicide) treatment can be a key
part of the saffron thistle integrated
management plan to assist in depleting the soil
seed bank reserves. It is desirable to use it in
combination with grazing, fertilizing and
cultivation practices. The Australian Pesticides
& Veterinary Medicine Authority (APVMA) is
responsible for the assessment and registration
of agricultural and veterinary chemicals in
Australia. As chemical products are registered
on a daily basis and renewal of these
registrations are undertaken each financial
year, there is much change in the registration
status of products each year. The APVMA
information is available at: http://
www.apvma.gov.au/.
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NAME

PHONE

Adam Carrall - Carpenter

0427 088 862

Andy Carrigan

6548 2646

Anthea Wright Veterinary
Service

6548 2452

Beauty on Bettington

6548 3030

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd

6543 3600

Bricklayer Block layer

6548 2591

NAME

PHONE

NAME

Merriwa Caravan Park

0418 668
402

Merriwa Tyre & Service
Centre

Merriwa Catholic Parish
St Vincent de Paul

6548 2086
6548 3092

Merriwa Central School
Primary office
Secondary office

6548 2101
6548 2119

Merriwa Central School
P&C Association

6548 2119

Merriwa Cricket Club

0428 485
110

Merriwa Darts
Competition

0428 899
749

Merriwa District
Education Foundation

6376 1052

Merriwa District Health
Non-Emergency Medical
Transport

6548 2653

Merriwa District
Progress Association

6548 2245
6548 3060
0427 476085

Cassilis Bowling Club

6376 1002

Cassilis Public School

6376 1009

CJ & JM Vero

6548 2303

CJO Photography

6376 4642

CJ‟S Cuts

6548 8531

Colles Manufactured
Homes Pty Ltd

4353 3606

Craig McPherson Haulage

6548 2663

Merriwa Engineering

Cross Country Merriwa

6548 2106

Merriwa Home Hardware

6548 2077

Crystal Clear Water Tank
Cleaning

6557 0074

Merriwa Healthy
Environment Group

6547 6048

Curls & Swirls

6548 2499

Merriwa Hospital

6532 5000

Curtis, Irving & Gant

6543 2433

Custom Made Kitchens

6548 2025

Merriwa Junior League &
Netball

0437 482
375

David Houlahan

0429 485 119

Merriwa Little Athletics

0427 799 22

Dean Hancock - Master
Farrier

0488 591 723

Merriwa Magpies Rugby
League Football Club

0411 800255

Di‟s Clothing Patch
Domestic Water Carting

6548 3023
0417 448 169

Merriwa Newsagents

6548 2031

Merriwa Pharmacy

6548 2213

Merriwa Post Office

6548 2042

Festival of the Fleeces

6521 7046

Hair Indeed

6548 2666
6548 5168

Merriwa Pre-School &
Kindergarten Association

6548 2083

Hanckel Hay Sales
Hunter-Central Rivers
Catchment Management
Authority

6542 4444

Merriwa Race Club

0427 482
095

Hunter Mutual

6548 2651

Merriwa RSL Club
Restaurant

6548 2157
6548 2295

Merriwa Rotary Club

6548 2025

Merriwa Springtime
Show

0402 484
018

Merriwa Sports Club
Restaurant

6548 2028
6548 3228

Merriwa Surgery

6548 2305

Merriwa Tennis Club

6548 2679

Merriwa Traders - IGA

6548 2315

Integratedliving

6548 3062

MA Macdonald & Co

6548 2226

McConnell‟s This „n‟ That

6548 2889

Melaleuka Rural Services

0429 131 339

Merriwa Activity Centre

6548 2082

Merriwa Amateur Swim
Club

6548 8510

Merriwa Anglican Parish

0429996769 Merriwa Tourist

6548 3201

PHONE
6548 2078

Mortgage Choice - Lauren
Murphy

0408 480 562

Painter Decorator

0402 943 918

Panorama Motor Inn

4943 3144

Pitt Son & Keene Elders

6548 2307

Plough Inn

6376 1220

Peter Lawler Pest Control

0428 482 332

Rockwell Livestock

6548 5100

Running R Cutting Horses

6548 8531

Russell‟s Earthmoving

6548 2246

Scott Witton Building

0427 761 169

St David‟s Uniting Church

6548 5131

St Joseph‟s Primary School

6548 2035

Tash Holden
Communications

6548 5002

Trinity Markets

6548 2323

Upper Hunter Shire Council
- Merriwa Branch

6521 7000

Welderup

6548 2500

Whale, Mark

6548 2389

Woolbrook Rural
Industries

6548 2150

Welcoming Centre

Don‟t see your listing here? Then you need to contact The Ringer to organise your
sponsorship
forDecember
2012!
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KEEPING THE ‘P’ OUT OF LOCAL
WATERWAYS
During the long summer holidays many Hunter
residents will be washing their cars, doing their
laundry, fertilising their gardens and taking
their dogs for a walk. However, these simple
everyday activities could also be damaging our
waterways. That‟s the message coming from
the Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment
Management Authority (CMA) and Hunter
Region Waterwatch as they release the results
from P-Week 2012, the region‟s own annual
Phosphorus Awareness Week.
Hunter-Central Rivers Waterwatch Catchment
Officer, Ingrid Berthold, said “P-Week was all
about assessing the water quality while also
informing the communities in the CMA region to
be aware of the impact they can have on our
waterways.”
“Phosphorus is a major contributor to water
quality problems in the form of phosphate
(PO4). It can lead to outbreaks of the toxic blue
-green algae across the Hunter–Central Rivers
region” said Ms Berthold. Phosphate is an
essential plant and animal nutrient that occurs
naturally in low concentrations in Australian
soils and water.
“The problem occurs when too much
phosphate enters our waterways. This is where
we all play a part via detergents, fertilisers,
sewage, sediments from erosion and dog
droppings which are all high in phosphorus.
When they enter our waterways, particularly
through stormwater systems, they can lead to
serious water quality issues,” said Ms Berthold.
According to the ANZECC water quality
guidelines, available Phosphate levels should be
≤0.06 mg/L to maintain healthy freshwater

ecosystems. As levels increase above this value,
risk of problems such as algal blooms in the
waterway increases.
During P-Week 2012, Available Phosphate was
measured at 77 sites across the region.
Seventy-nine percent of P-Week 2012 results
were above the trigger value of 0.06 mg/L.
Sites which showed very high levels of Available
Phosphate in 2012 were Ironbark Creek behind
Elermore Vale shops (0.70mg/L) and Styx
Creek above the Baffle Box at Park Ave Kotara
(0.57mg/L). Both of these sites are in highly
populated areas.
Sites which showed the
lowest levels of Available Phosphate were
predominantly sites higher up in the
catchments, such as the Karuah River at Stroud
Road, Goorangoola Creek at Mount Pleasant
(both 0.01mg/L) and Paterson River at Spooner
Bridge (0.02mg/L).
Ms Berthold said reducing the impact we have
on our waterways is neither difficult nor
expensive. “Reducing soil erosion, washing the
car on the lawn rather than the driveway,
choosing no phosphorus laundry detergents
(indicated by the NP symbol on packaging),
applying fertilisers sparingly (and never before
or during rain) to avoid run-off, managing cattle
access to waterways, and picking up dog
droppings are just some of the simple ways we
can all help to make a huge improvement to
the quality of our local waterways.” said Ms
Berthold.
For more information about P-Week and
looking after our waterways, please call the
Hunter–Central Rivers CMA on 02 4930 1030.
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GARDENING WITH SHIRLEY
Insects can be a problem in any garden, but
what can you do about them? There are many
different types of insects and each requires a
different method of treatment, where possible
try to use natural sprays like pyrethrums, white
oil or Mavrik.
Thrips - These insects can attack a great range
of plants, leaves, stems and flowers during
Summer months. A common treatment is to
shake the leaves and flower, or use Malathion.
Mealybugs - Are a problem on agapanthus,
pears and apples. Simply spray with a strong
stream of water, or using a cotton bud dipped
in methylated spirits in those smaller areas and
in large areas spray with white oil, Roger or
Dimethoate.
Whitefly - These feed on the leaves of many
types of ornamental and crop plants such as
tomatoes, potatoes, beans, and eucalypts.
Control by planting marigolds, and nasturtiums
as natural companion plants or spray with
Pyrethrum or Malathion.

MERRIWA TOURIST WELCOMING
CENTRE & MENS SHED
On behalf of our Committee I would like to
wish everyone a very happy and safe
Christmas with your loved ones and here is
hoping that the rain gods smile on us in 2013.
The Centre is open 7 days a week from 9am
to 3pm during school holidays (except
Christmas day) so remember to pop in for
those last minute (or even the not so last
minute) presents – we have a wide range of
interesting gift ideas so no matter the state of
your wallet we are sure that you will be able
to find that illusive gift.
We would like to thank the local folk who
popped in (and those who have just
discovered us) on late night shopping. The
usual comment still seems to be ”We did not
know you had such varied and interesting
items in the shop”.
Best wishes to all.

Aphids - These little guys feed on your plants
and can transfer viruses and diseases from
plant to plant. They are most likely to attack
the tips of new leaves or stems and also they
attack bulbs. Control them with ladybirds and
garlic spray. The chemical control use
Pyrethrum or Malathion.
Red spider mites - Appear on the back of
leaves. Leaves turn brown and drop off. They
are common on camellias, bergenia, azaleas,
violets and many other plants. Onion, chives
and garlic have some repellent effect or they
can also be sprayed with Derris Dust or
Malathion.
Top Tips

Always check the label before using
pesticides

I find Confidor is good for most pests

Natural treatment is almost always better
for the plant.
Shirley Bevan
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G’DAY TO FRIENDS OF IGA
Christmas is creeping closer, only 2 weeks
away now. Orders for Christmas hams,
chickens and other deli foods can be made at
the Deli up until December 13. Please ensure
that you leave a contact number with your
orders. Now its time for the IGA weekly wrap
up.
IGA has extended its opening hours; we now
open 8am to 7pm Monday to Friday, 9am to
3pm Saturday and 9am to 1pm Sunday. The
deli will now operate on Sundays; there will
be hot BBQ chickens, salads and ham
available.
While in store be sure to have a look at the
Nescafe coffee pod machines. The „Dolce
Gusto‟ coffee machines are at a reasonable
price of $149.00, which is $50 cheaper than
anywhere else, you could be making café
quality coffees in your own home.
Help us support the Vinnies Christmas Appeal.
Simply purchase products with the „Buy Me‟
special tickets displayed. Just like Community
Chest a percentage of every purchase is given
to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal fund. This is
running from Monday 3 December to Sunday
30 December.

The catalogue starting Monday 10 December
continuing until Sunday 16 December is in store
now. Come on in and enjoy Christmas with a
local flavour; specials that are just how you like
them.
Once again while in store you should have a
look at the fresh food specials, you‟ll be amazed
at how much you can get for your dollar. This
weeks specials are as follows:











Beef Porterhouse steak, $15.99 per kg
Economy Beef Rump steak, $8.99 per kg
Premium Beef mince, $9.99 per kg
Family Chef smokey BBQ pork loin roast,
$15.99 per kg
Whole chicken, $3.99 per kg
Primo, free range, easy cut leg ham,
$19.99 per kg
Pre-packed washed potatoes 2kg, $3.99
each
Yellow or white nectarines, $3.99 per kg
Iceberg lettuce, $1.49 each
New season cherries, $7.99 per kg.

This week in the liquor there are specials to
take advantage of, with many of your
favourites at prices you will like. The specials
this week are as follows:
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MERRIWA ROTARY CLUB















Bottles full of Christmas savings! Tooheys
New and Victoria Bitter 24 packs, only
$38.99 each
XXXX Gold 30 packs, $39.99 each
700ml spirits including Jack Daniels Old
No. 7, Dimple Original 12 years aged and
Jonnie Walker Black Label, $39.99 each
Heinken and Crown Lager 24 packs,
$42.99 each
3 for $20 multi buy on 750ml Yellowglen
varieties
2 For $30 multi buy on selected 750ml
wines, including, Oyster Bay, Secret Stone
or Brookland Verse
Wolf Blass Gold Label, Chandon NV,
Pepperjack and Brown Brothers 750ml
varieties, $19.99 each
3 For $22 multi buy on selected 750ml
wines, including, Wolf Blass Red Label,
Lindeman Bin and Hardy‟s Nottage Hill
Mix it up! Jonnie Walker Red Label, Jim
Beam White Label, Smirnoff Red Label
Varieties, Canadian Club, Bundy Rum
Red, UP, Five White and Spiced and
Captain Morgan Spiced Gold 700ml and
Jonnie walker, Jim Beam, Canadian Club
and Bundy Rum 10 pack varieties. Single
sale $34 or mix any 2 for $65 or mix any
3 for $90.

Calling all HSC students…Merriwa Central, St
Joseph‟s Aberdeen, Scone Grammar, away at
boarding school?
Finished the HSC this year? Want to go on to
further studies but worried about the cost?
Rotary has the answer. The Angus Peebles
Memorial Educational Encouragement Bursary
is open to any 2012 HSC student who is
planning to pursue further tertiary studies in
2013.
The $1500 bursary aims
who live in the Merriwa
attended Merriwa Central
like to go to university or
find it difficult due
commitment required.

to assist students
Shire and/or have
School and would
full time TAFE but
to the financial

If you would like to apply for this bursary
please complete the application form which
can be obtained from the Merriwa
Newsagency and Merriwa Pharmacy. Closing
date for applications is 27 January 2013.

Quality and freshness is always ensured in IGA,
with 200% freshness guaranteed, that has
stood for 10 years, that‟s something you can
trust. You‟ll find our friendly service, market
fresh food and a range that suits you is just
how the local‟s like it!
Until next week, I‟ll see you in store!
Daniel Hogan
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DI’S CLOTHING PATCH

CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB

The savings are still happening in store this
week:

Friday night fun:
Twilight bowls has begun – 7pm start – names
to Club by 6.45pm – choice of prizes for
winners – progressive points competition. Last
weeks winners were Tad and Pop.

This week we‟ll be taking 15% off a selection of
ladies and kids summer shoes. Men‟s (in stock
only) Akubra hats will be slashed with 20% off.
Only for one week and while stock lasts.
Our extensive range of girls Pink Poppy bags,
wallets, hair clips, tea sets, music boxes and
the boys are not forgotten with cards and
puzzle games, wallets and back packs as well.
We have something special for those good girls
and boys this year. Our new supply of novelty
animal door mats have arrived, come in quick
as they won‟t last long.
We would like thank all the people that came
down to late night shopping last Thursday night
and helped make the night such a success. Plus
and huge thanks to the Santa‟s helpers who
organised such a great night. It‟s not too late to
layby gifts as we will be open until late on
Christmas eve, we also do free gift wrapping.
We have a great range and colours of bath and
beach towels that can be embroided for that
special personalized gift.
Di Inder

Tuesday night bowls:
The Club are trialling Regulation Bowls on
Tuesday nights. Names to club by 6.45pm.
Friday night Snack Bar – The Two Ds
Affordable family meals.
Friday night raffles:
Meat trays, Vege trays, Schooner Draw, Joker
Draw, Members Draw.
Last week‟s results

Members Draw: $65 – Samuel Clements unclaimed - $70 next week

Joker Draw: $565 – Kevin O‟Malley unsuccessful - $610 next week.
NYE – Monday 31 December
Fancy Dress – “A Night with the Stars” (come
along dressed as your favourite celebrity ie:
movie star, music star, etc, etc). BYO supper.
Music by “The Sly Pigs”.
Internet - Check out our
www.cassilisbowlingclub.com.au.

website

at

Facebook - The Club now has it‟s own Facebook
Page, so please check it out and like us.
Coming Events will also be advertised on this
page as well as the website (as soon as there is
a confirmed date for them).
Hilary Parker
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MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB
Saturday 8 December

Saturday Members Draw #180 - not won,
next week $140

Winners Jackpot #90202 - not won, next
week $1,640

Free tickets - John Rindfleish

Dinner - Nita Tudor

Bowls Raffle - Fiona Hedges.
Sunday 9 December

Sunday Members draw #72 - not won,
next week $1550

$20 one off prizes #71 - not won & #73
not won.
Results of Christmas Raffle Drawn at the
Christmas Party:

First Prize - Joy Cook, Merriwa

Second Prize - Donna Binks, Merriwa

Third Prize - Barry Wither, Merriwa

Fourth Prize - Peebles Family, Merriwa
Club Christmas Trading Hours

Monday 24 December - 12pm to 10pm

Tuesday 25 December - Closed

Wednesday 26 December - Normal hours

Monday 31 December - 12pm to close

Tuesday 1 January - 3:15pm to 8pm.
Restaurant Christmas Trading Hours

Monday 24 December - 12pm for lunch
and 5:30pm for dinner

Tuesday 25 December - Closed

Wednesday 26 December - 5:30pm for
dinner

Monday 31 December - Closed

Tuesday 1 January - 5:30pm dinner.
Transport Service is available Friday. Don‟t take
the risk and drive when for $3 per person you
can be chauffeured home. To access the
transport service you must book through the
Sports Club to check availability of the service.
Members and Associations - Looking for a
venue to hold your meetings, etc? The Sports
Club may be able to assist, please contact the
Club for further details.
Bingo - Every Thursday night commences 7pm.
Win Sporties Vouchers for meat and other
business houses + Super 39 $100 Gift voucher.

MAKE SURE YOUR
TYRES ARE RIGHT FOR
THIS CHRISTMAS WITH
THESE GREAT SPECIALS
175/70R13 TYRES
TO SUIT SOME
SMALL CARS
FROM $59.00
FITTED

205/65R15 TYRES
TO SUIT SOME
LARGE CARS
FROM $79.00
FITTED

FOUR WHEEL
DRIVE TYRES
FROM $140.00

GREAT DEALS ON ALL
OTHER TYRES CALL IN
FOR A PRICE TODAY
141 Bettington Street
MERRIWA 2329
Ph 65482078
Fax 65482063
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MERRIWA SWIMMING CLUB
The Sporties Chinese/Australian Restaurant
Smorgasbord last Sunday in the month. All you
can eat entree‟s, mains and desserts. $18 for
adult and $12 for children under 12. Shan and
Jinna also have lunch time specials $7.50. Open
for lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon to 2pm
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 9pm.
Closed Mondays. Reopens 5pm Tuesday. For
bookings and take away ring 6548 3228.
John Rindfliesh

MEN'S GOLF NEWS
Five golfers played the first round of the Summer
competition on Saturday 8 December. The winner
of the par event was D Taylor on +4. Runner up
was D Walmsley on +3. Ball comp winner was P
Murray. Nearest the pin on the 4th was P Murray,
almost a hole in one.
The positions for the Men‟s Golf Committee are
President: T Cooper, Secretary/Treasurer: R
Paterson, Club Captain: D Vero, Handicapper: A
Kean.
Congratulations to those elected.
Andrew Medway

On Saturday 8 December 2012, Scone held
their Annual Swimming Carnival. Merriwa
Swimming Club took 12 swimmers to
participate. They were: Samantha Bristow,
Mekayla Towell, Jazzmine Orton, Caitlyn &
Clayton Porter, Shai & Elly Blackadder, Lachlan
Walker, Teianna & Jay-me Taylor, Janaya
Austin & Eliza Peebles. All the children swam
well and it was great to see 12 swimmers
there. Merriwa got a lot of places, they were:

Jazz – 3rd in Butterfly,

Lachlan – 2nd in 50m Butterfly

Jay-me – 2nd Butterfly, Freestyle &
Breaststroke & 1st in Backstroke

Clayton – 3rd in 25m Backstroke &
Freestyle

Samantha – 3rd in 25m Backstroke &
Freestyle

Mekayla – 3rd in 50m Backstroke &
Breaststroke

Shai – 1st in 50m Breaststroke & 3rd in
Freestyle
Congratulations to all the children who
participated, you all did a great job.
Future Carnivals are:

2 February – Branxton

9 February – Denman

23 February – Merriwa (home carnival).
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MERRIWA CRICKET CLUB
The Merriwa Cricket Club played on Saturday
against Bottom Pub (Denman) and had a great
game. Their fielding over the past few weeks
has been questionable but they proved on
Saturday that they are capable of strong fielding
and this contributed to a great win.
Without the score sheet I will do my best to
recount the game. Having lost the toss, Merriwa
were sent in to field.
It was slow going to start with, as far as wickets
go, and after 20 overs Bottom Pub were 2 for
63. After drinks Merriwa started taking wickets.
As previously mentioned the fielding hasn‟t
always been great particularly the taking of
catches; this week however, 8 of the 10 wickets
were from catches, with Neville taking 5. All

bowlers and fielders put in a great effort and
Bottom Pub were all out for 145.
Seth and Eric opened the batting for Merriwa
and unfortunately Seth was out for 2 runs.
Robert joined Eric at the crease and they both
put on quite a few runs. Eric scored 28 runs in a
well paced batting display. Robert on the other
hand smacked everything that came to him and
ended up on 73 runs. Brad and Glen
contributed to the run chase and Merriwa won
easily by 8 wickets.
Congratulations guys! I personally think it was
one of the best games you have had this year.
Don‟t forget the Cricket Club meat raffles and
„Pick the Queen of Hearts‟ draw. It would be

Extended Trading
Hours at Merriwa IGA
Monday - Friday
8am to 7pm
Saturday
9am to 3pm
Sunday
9am - 1pm
The Deli will now be open on Sundays
with hot BBQ Chickens available
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great to see some more players come in to
assist with selling tickets. The money made
from the raffles goes back into the Cricket Club
so that you guys can play and not have to pay
so much.
Thank you to our major sponsor Royal Hotel
Merriwa and to Max‟s Country Cuts for providing
the wonderful meat trays ever week.
Kate Blackadder

MEN’S BOWLS
Come on people let‟s see everyone turn up for
Friday afternoon bare foot bowls. Teams of
three. First prize is a $10 Sporties Spondoolies
(1 per player) second prize is $5 worth of
Saturday night raffle tickets (also 1 per player).
Saturday bowls has also started back up so
come and have a rollup.
On Saturday night at the Sports Club Christmas
Party we drew our Christmas raffle:


1st prize of the lawn mower went to Mila
and Dave Whitmore

DISCLAIMER
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No
responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee
for the accuracy of information contained in articles. The
advertising of and use of product names does not
constitute recommendations or endorsement by the
Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers indemnify the
Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or
proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication.



2nd prize of the whipper snipper went to
Col Cronin

Well done to these people
The second men‟s bowls raffle this week was
won by Fiona Hedges.
Also don‟t forget on Sunday 16 we are having
our Christmas lunch starting at 10am with a
game of bowls, then lunch at 12. We are also
going to have a quick meeting to discuss the
outcome regarding the 2013 pennants season.
Jason Rosa

MERRIWA LITTLE ATHLETICS
We have had a quiet but enthusiastic start to
our 2012-2013 season. It is never too late to
join up. Just call in on Monday evenings from
5.30 at oval # 2 along Brisbane St, Merriwa.
Early in 2013, we will be doing some vigorous
fundraising:
*Car Wash
*Street Stall
*Slice Drive
The dates for these will be advised as soon
as possible.
If anyone has any great ideas to help our
little club raise some funds, we would be
most grateful. Thank you to everyone for
their help and support so far.
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UPPER HUNTER VETERANS GOLF
There were only 15 Vets at Muswellbrook Golf
Course on Tuesday, 4 December for a
stableford event with Christmas prizes
available. The course was looking green after
the recent rain. Terry Mitchell for one was
rifling his driver off the lush fairways.

NB: No golf on Christmas Day.
The Veteran golfers held their Presentation
Dinner on 6 December at Aberdeen Golf Club.

The winner of the ham was Brian White on 37
points on a count back from birthday boy Des
Goodworth who received a pudding. Phil
Ledgerwood received the cake for 3rd with
36.
In the ball comp balls went to Jock O‟Connor,
Terry Mitchell, Graham Boles and Captain
Max Holz 34 and Les Brown 33.
Nearest the Pins:

5th Terry Mitchell
11th Brian White
17th Gary Gray

Congratulations to Max Holz for raising $400
for Legacy for his mo. growing during
Movember.
On Tuesday, 11 December we played a
stableford event for Christmas prizes at
Scone. On Tuesday, 18 December we play a
stableford event for Christmas prizes at
Denman with hit-off from 8am until 8.30 am.

*

Left to right: Mal Bruce, C Grade Champion and
Handicap winner; Les Brown, winner of the
Ozzie Miles Trophy; George Smith, winner of
the Keith Bluford Shield and Aggregate Point
Score for Denman, Scone and Murrurundi and
Phil Ledgerwood, A Grade Champion.

When reporting an incident to the Police, always request and record your Incident Reference Number
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Graham Turvey

MERRIWA PONY CLUB
Participants on the Christmas trail ride on the
weekend were very lucky to have great
weather. We look forward to hearing how it
went.

News from the Redgate Family:
On 8 and 9 December, Lauren and Amy
Redgate competed at the Coonabarabran
Combined Training Event and One Day Event.
Amy was competing for the first time in F
Grade for both days. On Saturday in the
Combined Training there were 8 competitors in
total. Amy completed her first Dressage Test
and went onto complete her first round of
Showjumping. She finished up the day with
two runs at the 6 Bar Competition – going
clear both times. All F Graders received an
encouragement sash for their participation in
the Dressage/Showjumping and the 6-Bar.

On the trail ride

On Sunday, Amy completed her first One Day
Event – Dressage, Cross Country and
Showjumping. Again there were 8 competitors
with all receiving an encouragement sash
courtesy of Coonabarabran Pony Club. Well
done, Amy.

Kade Attenborough on the Christmas trail ride

Lauren had her first competition in E Grade at
both the Combined Training and One Day
Event. On a new horse Lauren performed
really well in both her Dressage and
Showjumping phases, summing up the day
with two great clear runs at the 6-Bar. Very
exciting! On Sunday, Lauren was 8th after the
Dressage and a clear round in the
Showjumping. Unfortunately a mishap on the
Cross Country course saw an end to her day.
Great work, Lauren!
Happy riding,
Tanya Ninness

0428 482 332

Saturday 27 April 2013
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When was your
last termite
inspection?
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UP COMING EVENTS
Saturday 15 December Karaoke
with Electro-Dance.
Social Club Xmas Party
Saturday 29 December, dinner
and drinks start at 6pm followed
by the band “Tickle me
Chookskin”.
Donations from all Social Club
member for the Xmas hamper
raffle would be greatly
appreciated.
BOOK NOW FOR YOUR XMAS
FUNCTION
New Years Eve – Karaoke with
Electro-Dance Open until 2am.
Come dressed as your favourite
singer or celebrity. Prizes,
giveaways, bar snacks.
Thursday
4 Cricket Club meat raffles. Buy a
ticket and get a free ticket in the
“Grab the Queen of Hearts” card
jackpot game. Purchase any drink
and also receive a free ticket.
Drawn between 6.30 and
8.30pm. Jackpots $50 per week.
$11 chicken schnitzel night,
normal menu also available.
GRAB THE QUEEN OF HEARTS
$550 not won by Richard Myers,
jackpots to $600.00.
Friday
Social Club ham raffles, Happy
Hours 5-7pm, Pick the Joker $4,900, was not won by Rod
Amidy, jackpots to $5000.
Saturday
Publican‟s punt did no good, on
again next Saturday. Punters
Club; Foo did no good, Dell‟s bet
next Saturday. Social Club draw
between 4.30 and 6.30pm. Happy
Hour 3 to 4pm, $2.80 middies,
$3.90 schooners. Mexican night assorted dishes plus $5 Coronas,
main menu also available.
Sunday
$12.50 roast, baked veg and
gravy, normal menu also
available.
Tuesday
$11 rump night, normal menu
also available.
Wednesday
Social Club draws - between 4.30
and 6.30pm, $10 pasta night,
normal menu also available
SOCIAL CLUB DRAWS
Wednesday $50 was not won by
#81 Mick Bates, Saturday $100
was not won by #2 Monique,
jackpots to $150 Wednesday.
Dining room open for lunch 7
days a week, with 10 meals
for $10 each. Dinner 7 nights
with main menu and daily
specials. Bar snacks every
day 4.30pm. DVD‟s for hire.
9kg gas bottles refilled for
only $34.99. Bags of ice
$3.50.

DECEMBER
Saturday 15

 RSL Club Christmas Social
 Karaoke with Electro-Dance - The Royal, Merriwa

Sunday 16

 Carols in the Park - Merriwa
 Christmas Light Competition Judging Night

Wednesday 19

 Last Day of School for 2012

Thursday 20

 Last Merriwa Ringer for 2012

Friday 21

 Anglican Church Service at Widden, 6pm

Tuesday 25

 Christmas Day

Wednesday 26

 Boxing Day - Public Holiday

Saturday 29

 Social Club Christmas Party - The Royal, Merriwa
 Men‟s Bowls Christmas Party - 10am

Monday 31

 New Years Eve
 Fancy Dress Party - Cassilis Bowling Club
 Karaoke with Electro-Dance - The Royal, Merriwa

JANUARY
Tuesday 1

 New Years Day

Sunday 6

 Denman Farmers Market

Saturday 26

 Australia Day

Monday 28

 Australia Day Public Holiday
 CWA Handicrafts Day - 10am

Tuesday 29

 Student Free Day - Public Schools

Wednesday 30

 Students return for Term 1, 2013

Thursday 31

 Kindergarten Students at Merriwa Central School begin

FEBRUARY
Saturday 2

 Cassilis Rodeo
 Branxton Swimming Carnival

Monday 4

 Deadline for Issue 1 of The Merriwa Ringer, 2013 - 12 noon
 Merriwa Little A‟s return from Christmas break
 Entries open for “On My Plate” photo competition

Thursday 7

 Merriwa Ringer resumes for Term 1, 2013

Friday 8

 Festival of the Fleeces Street Stall

Saturday 9

 Denman Swimming Carnival

Saturday 23

 Merriwa Amateur Swimming Club Carnival

Monday 25

 Entries for “On My Plate” photo competition closes - 12 noon

Tuesday 26

 Entries for “Wild Weather” photo competition opens

Have an event coming up in January or February? Make sure you let me
December
2012 before
Page 44the school holidays!
IThursday
can get13
it on
the calendar

BAR, BISTRO, ACCOMMODATION
MERRIWAknow
RINGER
so

PH 6548 2235

