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Congratulations to Elizabeth Titulaer who has won this month‟s photo competition with this excellent 
lightning photo. Elizabeth has won a gift voucher donated by Stay „n‟ Play Hay. The next theme is 
“On the Road” which is sponsored by Merriwa Pharmacy. This will be the last one for the year, so 

make sure you get your entries in for a chance to win! 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Important Dates 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Thursday 23   - Year 10 work experience 
 - Kindergarten to year 5 swim 

scheme – 10.30am to 12.30pm 
 - Cultural exchange – Waratah 

High visit with year 7 
 
Friday 24        - Captain/Prefect speeches and 

voting – 9.15am 
                     - Kindergarten to year 5 swim 

scheme – 10.30am to 12.30pm 
                     - Cultural exchange – Waratah 

High visit with year 7 
 
Monday 26     - Kindergarten to year 5 swim 

scheme – 10.30am to 12.30pm 
 
Tuesday 27     - Kindergarten transition – 

9.00am to 2.00pm 
                     - Kindergarten to year 5 swim 

scheme – 10.30am to 12.30pm 
 
Wednesday 28 - Kindergarten to year 5 swim 

scheme – 10.30am to 12.30pm 
                     - Year 6 & 7 transition disco – 

Great Hall – 6.00 to 8.00pm 
 
Thursday 29    - Kindergarten to year 5 swim 

scheme – 10.30am to 12.30pm 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
I have heard fantastic reports from our 
secondary students who attended the Great 
Aussie Bush Camp last week. The camp 
provided lots of activities and new challenges, 
particularly the ropes courses, for our students. 
Thank you once again to Miss Hopkins and Mr 
Duncan for their organisation and supervision of 
the excursion. 

School swimming has started this week and 
provides a valuable opportunity for our primary 
students to learn the basics of water safety. 
Speaking of safety, next week our senior 
students will attend a workshop on “Safe 
Partying” discussing issues around drugs, 
alcohol and driving. 
 
P&C News 
The P&C supports our school in many different 
ways. Lucy Wong has represented the parent 
body on a recent merit selection panel for a 
newly created Head Teacher position in 
secondary. The canteen committee met last 
week to consider ways to improve our canteen, 
and prepare for 2013. A new air conditioner will 
be installed this week in our Quicksmart room 
which provides intensive numeracy support for 
primary students, thanks to the P&C. 

Education Department restructure 
Mr Rob Farley, our School Education Director, 
visited the school last week and provided an 
update on the proposed restructure of the 
Department. The Government has reduced 
funding to the Department by $1.7 billion, and 
many regional offices will close, and 
consultancy support for schools will be reduced. 
The restructure is currently in the consultation 
phase, and it is anticipated we will have a 
clearer idea of the impact by the end of term. 
 

Darren Noonan 
Principal 
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PLEASE NOTEPLEASE NOTE  
If you are sending in articles or 

advertisements by email and you do not 
receive an acknowledgement of receipt from 

the Merriwa Ringer, please contact us by 
telephone to follow it up, as we may not 

have received the email.  
Thank you 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
 
Tamara Sormaz, Damien Constable, Madison 
Nauruschat, Tarah Cox and Logan Pike are all 
pictured with the great books, which they were 
awarded with for their hard work this week. The 
books are generously donated by the school‟s 
P&C association. 

 

WORKERS OF THE WEEK 
 
The students below displayed great work which 
saw them selected as “Workers of the Week” in 

their class. The work ranged from assessment 
tasks to writing and research tasks. Lachlan 
Walker, Jack McAlister, Shai Blackadder, Blake 
Tritton, Mekayla Towell, Christian Beveridge, 
Kasey Jongerden and Jyeson Pike. Well done 
students! 

 

 
MERIT AWARDS 

 

Several students received merits at this weeks‟ 
assembly.  Bronze and silver awards were also 
presented. Most exciting, though, was that we 
have just presented our first gold level awards! 
Congratulations to the following students: 

Bronze: Mackenzie Blackadder, Mekayla Towell 
and Ashleigh Orton. 
Silver: Elaina Sormaz, Shai Blackadder and 
Montana Cronin. 
Gold: Tamika Drury and Molly Wong. 
Great work students! 
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FIFE BAND ASSEMBLY 
 
Last Friday the Fife Band had the pleasure of 
performing at the school assembly. Due to the 
weather we were in the library so, unfortunately, 
the drummers were not seen but were definitely 
heard. Thank you to Alicia Clydsdale and Victoria 
McNaught for stepping into the role as 
drummers again at the last minute.  Over the 
year we have done many public performances 
and this assembly was our last for the year. I 
wish to take the opportunity to thank all the Fife 
members and to say how proud I am at the 
huge progress the new members have made. To 
the Year 6 girls that are going off to secondary 
school and will not be joining us next year, I 
wish you the best of luck. Thank you to all who 
have supported us over this year. We look 
forward to your continued support next year! 

Barbra Eipper 
Fife coordinator 

 
SPORTING AMBASSADOR IGNITES A SPARK 

IN STUDENTS 
 

Alexandra with School Captains, Jack McAlister 
and Maddilyn Blackadder. 

Olympian Alexandra Croak has inspired the 
primary students at Merriwa Central School this 
week during her visit as ambassador for the 
NSW Premier‟s Sporting Challenge. She brings 
with her a wealth of knowledge from her 
experiences competing in both the Sydney and 
Beijing Olympic Games, first in gymnastics and 
then in diving.  
 
“Whatever you‟re interested in have a go at it, 
whether it‟s sport or music, find what your 
passion is and achieve your dreams” Alexandra 
told the students as they eagerly listened. 
 

Alexandra with encouragement and 
achievement award winners for the NSW 
Premier‟s Sporting Challenge. 
 
Alexandra spoke to Merriwa Central students 
about the benefits of being active and staying 
fit. The students related well to her as she 
spoke of growing up in a small town herself, but 
she never let that deter her from pursuing her 
passion for sports. Students were amazed to 
hear she made her Olympic debut at only 16 
years of age.  
 
“One of the best things about sport is the 
friendships you develop over the years” she 
said. 
 
The highlight of the day was being able to see 
Alexandra‟s medals up close and feel how heavy 
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they are. Alexandra will be visiting schools in 
the region as part of a tour and Merriwa Central 
was very grateful to have her visit. Principal 
Darren Noonan expressed his gratitude for 
Alexandra‟s effort, and her support of sporting 
endeavours in public schools. 

Alexandra with Alana Smith and Liana Byfield 
from the 4/5 class. 
 
“It was amazing to hear about her experiences 
and see her medals” said James Bristow, Year 4. 
 
“She made me think that I can achieve anything 
I want” Jazzmine Orton, Year 6. 

Alexandra speaks openly about her life 
achievements and her personal passions. 
 
 

Rebecca West 
Assistant Principal 

VET NEWS 
 
During Week 4 a number of our Year 12 
students completed their mandatory work 
placements of 35 hours in a business related to 
their academic studies.  On behalf of Merriwa 
Central School I would like to thank the 
following businesses for supporting our students 
with their learning and exposure to industry 
practices. 
 
 Cross Country Merriwa - Business Services 
 
 Landmark Townsend - Business Services 
 
 Australia Post - Business Services 
 
 St Joseph‟s Convent - Business Services 
 
 Vinery Aust Ltd - Business Services 
 
 Clare Martin Accountant - Financial 

Services 
 
 Neil Hunt - Carpentry 
 
 Jeff Towler Builder - Carpentry 
 
 Merriwa Bits & Pizzas - Hospitality 
 
 Honey Haven - Hospitality 
 
 Caroline‟s Café - Hospitality 
 
 Welderup - Metal & Engineering 
 
 R & A Rodgers - Primary Industry 
 
 Gummun Hostel  - Hospitality. 
 

Without the support of our local industries our 
students would not gain the benefit of first hand 
knowledge of the industry framework they are 
studying.  Students gained a wonderful incite 
into the operations of different industries and 
were able to put in place some of their 
theoretical knowledge gained from their studies 
at school.  Thank you to those employers for 
their ongoing support. 
 

Jane Hegarty 
VET Coordinator 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

MERRIWA CENTRAL CAREERS NEWS 
 
Merriwa Central School is holding a White Card 
- Induction to OH&S course on Thursday 29 
November and Friday 30 November.  The 
course is being put on by TAFE Outreach and 
will cost $40 per student or community member 
who may wish to attend.  We need the notes 
and payment to the front office of the 
Secondary campus site by Monday 26 
November.  Please contact us if you wold like to 
attend on 6548 2119. 
 
Scholarships Available 
The Horizon Scholarship - The Horizon 
Scholarship is designed to support the next 
generation of agricultural leaders and is for 
young people who are passionate about 
agriculture, have an interest in the future of the 
industry, and are entering their first year of 
university studying an agriculture-related 
degree. Scholarship recipients will be selected 
based on their commitment to a career in 
agriculture, as well as their leadership potential 
and high school academic record. The 

scholarship offers a $5,000 per year bursary, 
mentoring partnerships, professional 
development workshops, annual industry work 
placements, and opportunities to network and 
gain further knowledge at industry events. 
Applications close 1 February. http://
www.rirdc.gov.au/research-programs/rural-
people-issues/horizon-scholarship. 
 
RASF Community Futures Grant The Royal 
Agricultural Society of NSW Foundation (RASF) 
is offering up to $25,000 in funding for a 
community project between a young person 
and a community partner. To apply applicants 
must identify a need or issue in their local 
community and partner with a community 
organisation to create a project to address this 
need. Applications close 6pm 11 January 2013. 
For more information contact the RAS 
Foundation on foundation@rasf.org.au or call 
( 0 2 )  9 7 0 4  1 2 3 2 .  h t t p : / /
www.rasnsw.com.au/832.htm. 
 

Name:    Elizabeth Hagley 
Year Group:   9 
Favourite Subject:  Agriculture 
Extra-Curricular 
Activities:   Playing piano and horse riding 
Best Personal 
Achievement:   Beef Bonanza at Scone 
Future Aspirations:  Participating in next years Beef 
    Bonanza 
Year Advisors Comment: Elizabeth has proven herself time 
    and again to be a well-rounded all 
    achieving student. She has taken 
    part in many events through the 
    SRC and frequently gets involved 
    in extra-curricular activities, such 
    as the Beef Bonanza. Her work 
    ethic results in success in  
    everything she attempts." 

http://www.rirdc.gov.au/research-programs/rural-people-issues/horizon-scholarship
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/research-programs/rural-people-issues/horizon-scholarship
http://www.rirdc.gov.au/research-programs/rural-people-issues/horizon-scholarship
http://www.rasnsw.com.au/832.htm
http://www.rasnsw.com.au/832.htm
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REMINDERREMINDER  
  

The last Ringer for Term 4, 2012, will be Thursday 20 December.  
 

The Ringer will resume in Term 1, 2013 on Thursday 7 February  
 

The deadline will be 12 noon Monday 4 February as per usual.  

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Charles Sturt University Science Scholarships. 
Applications close 28 February. CSU has 40 
scholarships available to applicants starting 
study at CSU in 2013 with an ATAR of 80 or 
above. Scholarships target a range of courses, 
including the Bachelor of Medical Science, 
Computer Science, and more. The scholarships 
award successful applicants with $4,000 per 
year for up to four years. http://
www.csu.edu.au/student/science/ 
 
The Hunter River Group of the CWA has two 
educational grants available for 2013.  
 For students entering tertiary education in 

2013 the Hunter River Group Educational 
Grant to the value of $500 is available 

 For students entering Year 12 in 2013 the 
Jean Latham Education Grant to the value 
of $300 is available 

To apply please contact Robyn McAlister on 
6548 7241 or see Jane Hegarty at Merriwa 
Central School for an application form.  
Application forms must be returned by 7 
February 2013. 
 
The Merriwa District Education Foundation has 
application forms available for tertiary education 
assistance for 2013.  If you are interested please 
complete the application forms that are available 
on the Country Education Foundation website.  
(www.cef.org.au) by clicking on the Merriwa 
District Education  Foundation link.  Applications 
for this assistance close on 30 November 2012. 
 
Southern Cross University Information Days Find 
out more about the courses on offer, university 
life, and the services and support provided by 
SCU. 3 December – Coffs Harbour and 5 

December – Lismore. There will also be Virtual 
Info Sessions held on 11 and 12 December. 
http://www.scu.edu.au/scuinfoday/. 
 
Years 10, 11 & 12 
Government Assistance for Tertiary Education - 
Any students unsure about Government 
Assistance for financing tertiary study including 
Youth Allowance and fee help should visit this 
website. http://www.studyassist.gov.au/sites/
StudyAssist. 
 

Jane Hegarty 
Careers Advisor 

P& C NEWS 

PRIMARY CANTEEN 
  
The primary canteen provides a great service 
for our younger students to buy lunch on 
Fridays. However, as usual, they have struggled 
to attract parent volunteers to keep the canteen 
open. 
  
If Friday is a problem for parent helpers, would 
Wednesday or Monday be any better suited? 
Mel Marshall would like to hear your thoughts, 
and would be interested in hearing from any 
parents who are available to assist on these 
days in 2013. 
  
If you can assist please give Mel a call on 6548 
3140 or 0402 447 040. Any changes to canteen 
days will be published by the P&C in 2013. 
  

Elaine Russell 
P&C President 

http://www.csu.edu.au/student/science/
http://www.csu.edu.au/student/science/
http://www.cef.org.au
http://www.studyassist.gov.au/sites/StudyAssist
http://www.studyassist.gov.au/sites/StudyAssist
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Cassilis Public School is a school where good 
things happen. This week, IGA Haynes in 
Coolah, will showcase our students‟ work in 
their front window. Please go and check it out. 
 
Student of the Week 

A l f i e  d i d  s o m e 
wonderful reading last 
week. He read with 
great expression and 
with a more clear and 
confident voice. He is 
an inquisitive student 
with a fantastic sense of 
humour. Alfie has made 
some happy and 
friendly relationships 
with other students and 

teachers at Cassilis. He has shown good 
improvement with following directions within 
the classroom.  Alfie is a pleasure to have at 
Cassilis and is deserving of the role of Student 
of the Week. 
 
It‟s a great time for a great read 
Mrs Leman spent last Thursday organising and 
placing our new library books onto the 
computer. Thanks Mrs Leman! Thank you also 
to the volunteers who have helped to cover 
and protect the books. I read „The Best Singer 
in the World‟ written by Ulf Nilsson over the 
weekend and can definitely recommend it.  
 
Other book reviews from 3-6 students include: 
 
The book I read was called `I Love to Dance‟. 
It was written by Anna Walker. In this book 
Ollie likes to wiggle and giggle, stomp and 
jump. This book has fourteen wonderful pages 

to read. From these, my favourite part is at the 
end when it said, „But what I love best is to 
dance on my bed, with my duck pyjamas on my 
head!‟.  

Reviewed by Bonny Morton  
 
„The Yellow Little Digger Saves the Whale‟ was 
written by Betty and Alan Gilderdale. This book 
is about a digger and a whale and the whale is 
stranded on the beach. Now, I will write a 
sentence which was my favourite, „The whales 
are rolling and leaping in the sunlit bay‟.  

Reviewed by Thomas Nash 
 
The Magnificent Tree. Author: Nick Bland. The 
Magnificent Tree is about Bonny and Pop trying 
to make a brilliant tree. I like it because they 
come up with good ideas.   

Reviewed by Corey McLennan  
 
„Wash Your Face in Orange Juice‟  - I 
recommend that all Cassilis K to 2 children 
should read this book because it is funny and it 
encourages them to read more books. After 
your kids have read it, they can listen to the CD 
in the back. Hope you have fun reading it. This 
book is written by Peter Combe. 

Reviewed by Sarah Nairne 
 
Have you read the book „Mr McGee and the 
Elephants‟? Come quick! This book is written by 
Pamela Allen, who is an amazing author.  In 
this breath-taking story, Mr McGee is trying to 
pick some apples when he hears a rumbling 
noise and down comes poor Mr McGee. Get 
your wiggle on and come borrow this 
magnificent book!  

Reviewed by Steph McLennan 
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If you read this book you will have fun and 
enjoy it. I will tell you a little of the story. 
Zorro‟s owner gets him an outfit which was 
blue. I will now tell you a sentence from the 
book. „Hey, wonder dog! Fly around for us.‟ I 
liked how this book, Zorro Gets an Outfit, 
written by Carter Goodrich, was funny.  

Reviewed by Summer Singh 
 
The book is called “The Unexpected Crocodile” 
and is written by Kim Kane and illustrated by 
Sara Action. Peggy‟s family invited the Dawson‟s 
over for dinner but when the doorbell rung it 
wasn‟t the Dawson‟s. It was an awesome book 
and I recommend it to all of 3/4/5/6 because 
some of the words are a bit tricky.  

Reviewed by Taine Nash 
 
„Same but a Little Bit Different‟. The story was 
about things that are the same but a bit 
different. The main characters came from the 
country and the city. They sell fish in the city 
but they catch them in the country. In the 
country, it said that the boy had a pet crocodile 
and the city girl had dogs. I enjoyed this picture 
book written by Kylie Dunstan.  

Reviewed by Brady Nairne 
 
Q: Why can‟t I skip my 20 minutes of reading 
tonight? A: It‟s extremely important! Let‟s figure 
it out mathematically.  
 
Student A reads 20 minutes five nights of every 
week; Student B reads only 4 minutes a 
night...or not at all! 
 
Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each 
week. Student A reads 20 min. x 5 times a 
week = 100 mins./week. Student B reads 4 
minutes x 5 times a week = 20 minutes 

Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each 
month. Student A reads 400 minutes a month. 
Student B reads 80 minutes a month. 
 
Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 9 months 
school year. Student A reads 3600 min. in a 
school year. Student B reads 720 min. in a 
school year. 
 
Student A practices reading the equivalent of 
ten whole school  days a year. 
Student B gets the equivalent of only two 
school days of reading practice. 
 
Are you reading tonight? 
 
Assembly Awards 
Congratulations to the following students on 
receiving awards at our last assembly.  

Katie Bell 
Principal 
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What an extremely busy term Years 5 and 6 
are experiencing. We had a fantastic three day 
excursion to the Wellington Caves, Bathurst 
Goldfields and Gulgong Pioneers Museum; we 
were joined by Mrs Whale on this excursion 
and would like to thank her for accompanying 
us. While on the subject of gratitude; a major 
contributor to the cost of our excursion was 
Coal & Allied, they sponsor a number of 
community events around the Upper Hunter 
and we really appreciate that they gave to us, 
so a big thank you. 
 
The first day of our excursion we visited the 
Wellington Caves and the Phosphate Mine. We 
explored the beauty of the Japanese Gardens 
before the tour of the Cathedral Cave. We 
learnt so much about how the cave was 
formed, and that the cave got its name 
because its most outstanding feature is “The 
Altar”, which is a magnificent combination of 
boulders, flowstone and stalagmites covered in 
glittering crystal. Our guide told us that Mass 
used to be said there each Sunday and it is 
believed there is a Bible under the crystals.  
 
The Phosphate Mine Tour was equally as 
fascinating. We learnt about the uses of 
phosphate and that it came from bat poo. We 
were also amazed by the fossils and size of 
some of the animals that had been fossilised. 
They were much larger than they are today. 
  
We then travelled for two hours along the 
Mitchell Highway and ended up at Bathurst 
Goldfields. We were greeted by the friendly 
staff and given a delicious meal.  We were 
entertained by Bob with Indigenous stories 
and songs. We had a Yidaki (didgeridoo) 

playing contest that was dominated by Kasey. 
 
The next day we had a tour of the Goldfields, 
we learnt so much from the hands on activities 
with too many highlights. Mr Morris gave us a 
booklet to fill in (yes, we did work) and most of 
the answers were right there as part of the 
tour. We learnt to make mud bricks and also 
cooked our own damper that we enjoyed with 
golden syrup. We enjoyed a campfire during the 
evening with students and teachers from Bigga 
Public School and Laggan Public School. It was 
a great day and we learnt so much.  
 
Day Three was when we had to travel back to 
Merriwa. We visited the Pioneers Museum in 
Gulgong. This place was amazing with so much 
history and so many things to see. We saw a 
classroom from the 1950s. It was certainly very 
different back then. How did kids learn with no 
computers, Smart Board and all the other 
technology that we are all fortunate to have as 
part of our learning today? 
 
We were all very tired when we arrived home, it 
was a fabulous excursion. It was also lovely 
that we received comments on our excellent 
behaviour and how we represented St Joseph‟s.  
Mr Morris is now incorporating the excursion 
and things that we learnt into every curriculum 
area, so learning does have a purpose.  
 
This is also my last Ringer article for the year. I 
would like to thank St Joseph‟s and everybody 
in Merriwa for accepting me as part of your 
beautiful community, it‟s great to be a part of it.  

 
Mark Morris 
5/6 Teacher    
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Exploring the Phosphate Mine 

Don‟t burn the damper 

Is that real gold? 

Congratulations to the following award winners 
in Week 6: 
 
K 
 Roy Stanley – for great shape drawing 
 
 Mikayla Telfer – for great group work. 
 
 
1/2 
 Hudson Attenborough – for his great 

effort in reading 
 
 Will Henderson – for his great effort in 

reading 
 
 Rebecca Keegan – for her super effort in 

her writing activities. 
 
3/4  
 Clancy Moore – for his neat presentation 

of his work – all of the time! 
 
 Lauren Redgate – for her contribution to 

our daily Maths starters. 
 
5/6  
 Thomas Nairne – for enthusiasm and 

playing fairly on the tennis court 
 
 Hannah Riley – for completing all set 

work all the time and embracing new ICT 
challenges. 

 
Principal‟s Awards:  
 Lauren Redgate: for her sensible 

approach to problem solving.  
 

Helen Whale 
Principal 
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LITTLE LEARNERS PRE-SCHOOL NEWS FOR 
NOVEMBER 

 
Family Photographs 
As the year draws to a close and we think 
towards 2013, we have some very special 
requests: Over the holidays (or even better, 
before we close, if you can!) we need :  
 An individual photograph of your child at 

home (for next year's Portfolio) 
 A family photograph 
 A photo for our Dad's/Grandfather's board 
  
Finalising Pre-school Accounts for the Year 
Just a friendly reminder to all of our families 
that all pre-school accounts need to be paid in 
full no later than 30 November 2012.  Thank 
you. 
 
Pavers 
Does anyone have a  1 - 2 square metres of 
paving that they do not need? We have a utility 
area where the bins are kept and in front of the 
sandpit cupboard,  that we need to tidy up. Let 
us know if you can help. 
 
Parent Exchanges  
Week 7 (beginning 19 November and the 
following week) we'll be holding Parent 
Exchanges. These are held each year as a way 
of exchanging or sharing information with 
parents as their child prepares to move on to 
Kindergarten. Please make a booking on the 
noticeboard  (and keep a reminder on your 
fridge at home) so that you can speak to me. 
 

 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 

Survey Results 
We recently asked parents their thoughts on 
our service and plan to follow up suggestions in 
the new year, and have followed up some 
already. A summary of what the users of our 
service think will soon be going home. Thank 
you so much for replying to this survey - it 
really helps us to plan better for the future. 
 
Constable Sheree Grey Talks About Being Safe 
Our Wednesday group recently enjoyed an 
important visit from Constable Sheree Grey 
from NSW Police force. 

We talked about safe people who would help us  
if we got lost or needed help - the message was 
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"people in uniforms" ...in shops, fire fighters, 
teachers, police. We also talked about how it's 
important to know our full name and our 
address. We have been practicing at Pre-
school and are very impressed that some 
children have obviously been practicing at 
home too. We had a great discussion and the 
children were excited to receive a tattoo and a 
balloon, as well as a little book about a 
penguin named "Constable Charlie". We talked 
about the blue and white squares which form 
the  pattern to represent the police force.   

 
Volcanoes....Up in the Sky.....Pirates and Scarf 
Dancing 
Some great project work has been happening 
with Leah's TAFE prac. The children have 
made their own volcanoes, used dough and 
paint to represent them, watched some online  
eruptions and done some creative work with  
things we see "Up in the Sky." Jessyca also did 
some great scarf dancing and Aboriginal 
inspired art  with the children as part of her 
TAFE assignment.  We are so lucky to have 
educators so interested in extending their 
knowledge and training. 

Aboriginal Education 
Last Thursday Heidi Grady, Carol Upward, Leah 
Folpp, Jessyca Morgan, Jayne Cronin and 
myself  joined some educators from other Early 
Childhood services to reflect upon how we 
address Aboriginal Education. Lots of reflective 
moments, practical ideas and directions gained. 
Our presenter was Alicia Flack-Kone from 
Gowrie Australia. Below, squatting children and 
a parent get involved with the natural 
environment, using a large rock, paint and 
hands to make handprints. 

Jill Martyn 

 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 22 November 2012  Page 15 

ANGLICAN NEWS 
 
Church services: 
Friday 23 November: 10am Eucharist Holy 
Trinity with discussion & sharing. 
Gummun: 11am Extended Eucharist. 
 
Calendar of Events. 
 Saturday 24 November: Men of Merriwa! 

This will be the last men‟s breakfast until 
February, don‟t miss the chance of a good 
hearty breakfast shared with great 
conversation. Starting at 7.30am in the 
Parish Hall. 

 Sunday 25 November: Seafarers Mission 
with The Rev‟d Michael Davies. 

 Friday 30 November: Messy Church 
3.30pm 

 Sunday 2 December: Advent Sunday & 
Advent Bible study underway. 

 Saturday 8 December: 9 Lessons and 
Carols  starting at 6pm, followed by Parish 
Christmas party, bring & share meal. 

 Sunday 16 December: Carols in the Park. 
 First Thursday of each month: Guild 

Meeting 2.30pm 
 Last Friday of each month: Messy Church 

- 3.30pm 
 Last Saturday of each month: Men‟s 

Breakfast - 7.30am. 
 
Advent Ecumenical Bible Study - Last call! 
Please call Sue Shotter on 0427 686 025. 
 
Driver/Reviver team 
A call from Jan Baihn for volunteers to man the 
driver reviver team over the Christmas tide. 
Please phone 6547 6050 for more info. Boxing 
Day is open day so why not come along and 
have a cuppa and cake with the team. 
 
Reflection: 
Let us explore with wonder the commitment  of 
God‟s Housekeepers. This wonderful band of 

women ensure that “Holy Trinity” is spick and 
span for whatever is happening. The dusting, 
cleaning, and polishing, the laundering of the 
linen, it all happens in that quite angelic 
manner. We thank you all so very much for a 
job well done! 
 
This is another illustration from the Church 
cartoon website. Enjoy, and may Blessings fall 
upon all of God‟s Housekeepers. 

Rosalie Drew  
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MCCONNELL'S THIS N THAT 
 
We have recently received a new shipment of 
calendar frames to suit the Lang and Legacy 
calendars.  The frames come in a variety of 
colours and can be plain or have a decorative 
iron scroll on the top. These make great 
Christmas gifts and each year you can 
continue the tradition by then giving a 
calendar.        

 
We have also stocked up on our Primo Best 
Ever range of cookware with some new 
additions and some old favourites such as 
Best Ever Chicken Roaster, Best Ever Lasagna 
Dish Large and Small, Best Ever Anzac Biscuit 
just to name a few. 

 
For those who love our Colonial Homeware 
range of items we have also made some new 
additions to this range so you can keep your 
colour schemes flowing. Also from the same 
company we have just had a new delivery of 
the Shop & Go Cooler baskets. These carry 
baskets come in two variations, insulated with 
a lid or insulated with no lid. They are very 
handy and can make great picnic baskets - 
the red and white polka dot baskets are 
proving to be very popular and are moving 
very fast. 

 
Our pre-made hampers are proving to be very 
popular especially with the addition of items 
from new suppliers,  Byron Bay Cookie 
Company and Morish Nuts combined with the 
ever popular  Tall Poppy,  Pukara  and Ogilive 
& Co ranges. Orders for these can be taken 
from now up until closing time Christmas Eve 
- depending on availability of stock. We can 
also tailor make a gift hamper if you have a 
special request. 

We have now incorporated a new section into 
our store - we now have a small section titled 
"Christmas Gifts with a Twist". We have 
decided to add this section as every year we 
get many people looking for that gift that is just 
that little bit different or a little bit quirky for all 
those work secret Santa Gifts. 

 
Don't forget our in-store Schleich promotion. 
Simply purchase any Schleich item, place your 
name and phone number on the back of your 
docket and place it in the box to go into the 
draw to win Schleich Horse Stables valued at 
$199.99. This promotion will be drawn at close 
of business on 24 December.   

 
While we are on the subject of Schleich, we 
have found that this range is extremely popular 
at this time of year and we would suggest that 
parents don't leave it till the last minute as we 
may not have what you are looking for, 
especially if it is one of the new items in the 
catalogue as they are usually the first things to 
go. The larger items such as the barns and 
stables are also very popular, so why not pop in 
or give us a call and we can make sure that we 
have what you require - we also have current 
catalogues in store if you require one. 

 
Our gift registry is up and running and being 
well used.  All you need to do is come in a pick 
out an item or even a few and we will record 
them in our gift registry,  then when your loved 
one comes in they then have some ideas to 
choose from - making sure that you get what 
you want and not what (he) thinks you want.  

 
Carlita McConnell 
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GARDENING WITH SHIRLEY 
 
Try these quick and easy ways to multiply 
plants in no time and fill your garden with a 
dazzling array of colour. Growing your own 
plants from seeds or cuttings is an enjoyable 
way to get a glorious garden. Propagation is 
without a doubt one of the greatest pleasures – 
the process of growing new plants from old.  

 
There are many different ways to propagate 
and the best time to do this is during Spring 
and Summer when most plants grow rapidly; 
use this growth to take softwood cuttings. 

 
Some plants that are easy to grow include; 
Lavender, Rosemary, Daphne, Lillypillies, 
Buxus, Murrayas, Fuchsia and plenty more can 
be tested to see if they will take from cuttings. 
Choose your favourite plant from your garden 
and take a cutting or ask a friend or two to 
swap. 

 
Preparing Cuttings 
The ideal cutting is a stem piece about 6-8cm 
long, firm but slightly flexible and about a 
pencil thickness. 

 
Follow these easy steps to propagating: 
 
 Trim off any lower leaves (to save the 

plant‟s energy) leaving the top ones in 
place (it needs green bits to absorb light 
to grow) 

 Dip the end of the stem into some 
hormone gel or clonex and let the stem 
soak up the liquid for 1-2 minutes 

 Gently plant the stem into a pot filled 
with propagation mix, a pencil is an ideal 
tool for creating a planting hole 

 Plant more cuttings, allowing a space of 
about 5cm between each, gently push 

the stem in firmly, give a good misting 
and place in a warm and light but shady 
position.  

 Keep them just moist and in about 4-10 
weeks, when roots have developed, you 
can replant them into separate pots. 

 
Sowing Seeds 
If you have never grown plants from seeds, 
then Spring is the perfect time to give it a go.  

 
Follow these steps for sowing seeds ready for 
Summer: 

 
 Fill a seed tray with propagating mix, 

sprinkle seeds evenly, covering the 
surface lightly with vermiculite (note: 
never put gardening soil in your 
propagating trays) 

 Water in and cover with plastic wrap to 
prevent the propagating mix drying out. 

 Add a label for each variety of seeds 
planted. Keep in a warm sheltered spot 
out of direct sunlight and remove the 
plastic wrap, when the seeds begin to 
sprout 

 When the first 3-4 leaves appear gently 
remove the healthiest seedlings, plant 
them out into individual pots and move 
to a sunny spot. Use a half strength 
fertilizer (e.g. seasol) each time you 
water 

 Once your plants have developed strong 
roots and more leaves, transplant them 
into your garden bed, pots or hanging 
baskets. 

 
Shirley Bevan 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 22 November 2012    Page 18 

ONE IN FIVE FIRST HOMEBUYERS ARE 
AGED 40+ YEARS 

 

More first homebuyers plan to purchase their 
first property later in life, according the 2012 
Mortgage Choice Future First Homebuyer 
Survey. 
 
This annual study of 1,000 Australians who 
plan to buy their first home in the next two 
years found 41% of first homebuyers will be 
aged 30-39 years, 39% will be 18-29 years of 
age, 14% will be 40-49 and 6% will be aged 
over 50 years. Hence, the number of first 
homebuyers aged 30 or more years has 
increased from 54% in the 2011 survey to 
61%. 
 
The 2012 survey findings also show that first 
homebuyers intend to save for an average of 2 
years before purchasing their property, 
compared to 1.8 years when the survey was 
conducted in 2011. The 2012 survey also 
revealed that these people are saving an 
average of 26% of their monthly after tax 
income. 
 
Local Mortgage Choice mortgage broker, 
Lauren Murphy said, “It is interesting to see 
more first homebuyers are saving for longer 
and purchasing later in life, perhaps when they 

are in a better financial position, have 
researched their ideal location well and are 
keen to settle into a property they will call home 
for many years to come.” 
 
Fears over job security have rocketed over the 
past year with almost one in five (18%) up-
coming first homebuyers claiming this is their 
greatest concern, compared to just 11% last 
year. Conversely, fewer buyers are concerned 
about rising house prices (22% this year 
compared to 31% in 2011) and even fewer are 
concerned about the impact of interest rates on 
their ability to purchase their first home (8% 
this year compared to 14% in 2011). 
 
“While many of the economic indicators such as 
rate cuts, lower house prices and improved 
affordability might suggest now is a good time 
to buy, people are still nervous about their 
ability to sustain employment. 
 
Home ownership is still the dream for many 
Australians, however it is important to feel 
confident in your financial future before taking 
on the commitment of a property purchase,” 
said Lauren. 
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REMINDER 
 

The deadline for articles 
and advertisements for 
the Merriwa Ringer is 

 

Monday 
12.00pm 

The survey found that first homebuyers‟ 
property decisions are largely driven by lifestyle 
factors. The greatest motivator for first time 
buyers was to set themselves up financially for 
the future by getting a foot in the property 
market door (57%) while almost half (49%) 
said they would like to purchase a property 
where they can raise their family. The third 
largest motivation for first homebuyers was to 
avoid rising rent, which is making owning a 
property more attractive (42%). 
 
Lauren commented, “The overall cost and 
financial benefits of home ownership are going 
to be big influencers but as our survey results 
show, the more emotional factors such as 
where you envisage bringing up your children 
is very high on the influencing stakes.” 
 
Other key national statistics: 
 Barriers: according to first homebuyers-to

-be, the three biggest barriers holding all 
Australians back from purchasing 
property are the rising cost of living 
impacting people‟s ability to save a 
deposit (37%); rising property prices 
(20%) and the rising cost of rent also 
impacting their savings (13%). 

 
 Buying in partnership: more people are 

planning to buy their first property with 
another person – those buying with a 
partner or spouse rose to 66% in the 
2012 survey, up from 61% in 2011. 

 
 Professional help: year-on-year the 

number of respondents who say they will 
use a mortgage broker to help purchase 
their first home has risen. In the 2011 

survey, 25% said they intend to use a 
mortgage broker and in the 2012 survey 
results this had increased to 32%. 

 
 Biggest concerns: the top three concerns 

of first homebuyers about buying their 
first property are the same year on year. 
In descending order, the top three 
concerns are: being committed to such a 
large financial obligation for so long; not 
being able to afford repayments; the 
length of time it will take to repay. 

 
 Lender choice: the best deals are the key 

reason people choose a particular lender. 
In the 2012 survey, the top three answers 
for what future first homebuyers will base 
their lend choice on are, in descending 
order: they offer the best interest rates; 
they are the cheapest all around – 
interest rates, fees etc; they have the loan 
with the best features (these are the 
same top three results from the 2011 
survey). 

 
About the survey 
The Mortgage Choice 2012 Future First 
Homebuyer Survey of 1,000 Australians who 
had plan to purchase their first home in the 
next two years ran online in September 2012. 
 
For further information or to arrange an 
interview please contact: 
Lauren Murphy 
Mortgage Choice 
0408 480 562 
Lauren.murphy@mortgagechoice.com.au 
 

Lauren Murphy 
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MERRIWA DEB BALL 
 
 
On Saturday, 10 November 2012, nine girls 
went into absolute overdrive, having their hair 
styled, their nails and makeup done and their 
beautiful dresses pressed in preparation for 
their presentation to the Venerable Stephen 
Pullin, Archdeacon of Newcastle, at the 
Anglican Parish Debutante Ball.  

 
I am sure that anyone who attended the Ball 
held in the RSL Auditorium will agree with me 
in saying that all the girls looked positively 
stunning and I also have to admit that their 
partners also scrubbed up pretty well.  

 
Congratulations to all the girls and their 
partners, you all looked great and you all 
presented yourselves extremely well and 
should be commended on your maturity 
throughout the weeks leading up to and during 
the event. I am sure that all parents were as 
proud of their children as we were of our three. 

 
Congratulations again to the following: 
 Molly Vero, partnered by Cameron 

Stanmore 
 Ashleigh Doran, partnered by Kyle 

Withers  
 Cody Marshall-Parker, partnered by 

Matthew McConnell 
 Taylor Cyopick, partnered by William 

Taylor 
 Ebony McConnell, partnered by Matthew 

Pettett 
 Jade McConnell, partnered by Zachery 

Rawlings 
 Paige Hayden,  partnered by Sean Edens-

Rosa 
 Brianna McLoughlin, partnered by Blake 

Cooper 
 Alicia Medd, partnered by Matthew 

Clydsdale 

 
I would also like to congratulate the following 
little people for being the very special Flower 
Girls - Matilda and Montana Cronin, Taliah 
Jamieson, Breahna Burgess and Alana Smith 
and Page Boy, Christian Beveridge.   

  
On another note, there are a few thank you‟s 
that I would like to make. Thank you to Dermot 
Shannon and Bill Reynolds for the use of their 

DISCLAIMER 
 

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily 

endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No 
responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee 
for the accuracy of information contained in articles. The 

advertising of and use of product names does not 
constitute recommendations or endorsement by the 
Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers indemnify the 

Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or 
proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication.  

MERRIWA DISTRICT EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION 

 
Applications for the 2013 year of grants are 
open to any students who reside in the old 
Merriwa Shire boundary and are available 
from Jane Hegarty at Merriwa  Central School  
or the Education Foundation website. 
(www.cef.org.au)  Applications close on the 
30 November, 2012, and for any further 
information please contact one of the 
committee members who are listed in our  
Ringer sponsorship box. 
 
The Merriwa District Education Foundation  
would like to thank all our sponsors and 
encourage anyone interested in donating to 
the foundation to contact one of the members 
(see   The Merriwa District Education 
Foundation sponsorship box).  The committee 
are very proud of all the students‟ 
achievements and amazed by the  range of 
areas their studies and careers have taken 
them.  
 
Below is a brief report from one of our past 
recipients:  Jared Austin. 
 
After I completed school I took up some 
casual employment over the summer at Elders 
Merriwa, Merriwa Sports Club, Merriwa Cross 
Country Ford as well as a swimming 
instructor. Since leaving Merriwa I have 
moved onto campus and Newcastle University 
and I am currently living at Evatt House.  
Living on Evatt has provided me with a great 
learning and social environment and has 
defiantly become a second home. I am 
enjoying my degree (B Arts/B Science) and 
the classes I have been taking and I am 
looking forward to next year.  

Jane Hegarty 
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2013 CHILD CARE POSITIONS 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Farm Friends Family Day Care is a quality form of early childhood education where safe and 
nurturing care is provided in a small group, home-based environment. Providing  stimulating and 
play- orientated learning environments where children have free access to a wide variety of 
developmentally appropriate and good quality equipment and resources. Fully qualified mother 
who has a Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood) and in the process of completing registration 
with the Upper Hunter Family Day Care Scheme.  Expressions of Interest now being taken for 
positions - babies through to school-age children. Days and Hours may be negotiable with School 
term bookings and vacation care bookings also available. Located 21km west of Merriwa on the 
Golden Highway.  

Expressions of Interest please phone 

 Ainsley Maben 0419 018 283 

Cadillac's and being the perfect chauffeurs, Jim 
and Didi Alker for allowing photos to be taken 
in their garden and for providing the best 
sandwiches ever (as stated by Jade),  Fiona 
Wightman for the beautiful cake, Fiona Hedges 
for being patient enough to teach 18 young 
people to dance in just 5 weeks, Debbie Doran 
for making the corsages and taking photos, 
Carol McLoughlin for taking photos, Anglican 
Ladies Guild‟s Joan Morgan for representing the 
Anglican Ladies Guild, Brooklyn Blackadder for 
being Joan's special flower girl, Deidre Peebles 
for being MC.  Reverend Pat Kirkby, Reverends 
Mandy and Michael Wheatley, Archdeacon 
Stephen Pullin and his wife, Robyn, for 
officiating at the ceremony. 
 
Thanks must also go to all the family, friends 
and community members who helped the girls 

in their fundraising efforts to pay for additional 
expenses for the night. Also, to all those who 
helped decorate the venue - which in itself was a 
major task given the general publics access to 
the venue and our limited time frame.  

 
I would also like to make special mention of all 
those who gave their valuable time at the end of 
the night (after midnight) to help clean up and 
pack all the decorations away. Believe me, after 
the huge day that was had by many of us, your 
help was an absolute blessing. 

 
Thank you and congratulations to all involved. 

  
Carlita and Ray McConnell  

Extremely proud parents 
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MORE THAN JUST A POST OFFICE! 
 
Open from 8am – 5pm weekdays and from 9am 
– 11am most Saturdays. 
 
Analogue TV Switch-off 
With all analogue TV channels being switched 
off on 27 November now is the last time to get 
all your TV‟s up to Digital standard. You get 
more channels and a much better picture with 
digital. We have a free brochure in the post 
office giving more details of the changeover and 
what is required to watch digital TV. Meanwhile 
we have a couple of smaller digital TV‟s in 
stock: 
 Great value HD LED LCD TV with a DVD 

player for only $179.  This one is ideal for 
small rooms and caravans. The Vivo 
widescreen TV has 18.5 inch (47 cm) 
screen and built-in DVD player, card 
reader and two USB connections. This 
means it can act as a PVR (personal video 
recorder) to record or pause programmes 
via a USB memory stick. HDMI connection 
to other sources gives the best HD picture 
and sound. 

 If you just want the TV alone we have the 
15.4 inch version for only $99.95. 

 
More Christmas ideas 
Pick up our latest catalogue in-store for plenty 
of good value ideas or read on -  
 The Little Gardeners Gift Pack introduces 

budding young greenthumbs to the good 
dirty fun of gardening! Get them started 
with fun activities book, apron, hat and 
garden stakes for only $14.99. 

 Binoculars 10x25 in three bright colours 
for only $24.99. Modern design with ruby 
coated lens, case, neck strap and lens 
cloth. 

 
Great Sound Computer Speakers  
Nowadays you can use a computer (or laptop or 
Tablet) for much more than computing. They 
are complete entertainment centres. But you 
will need good sound and particularly bass for 
games. You are getting sub standard sound 
when you rely on just the built-in speakers or 
most small and tiny add-ons. There are many 
plug-in speakers to choose from but as usual 
we have selected the best value product to 
stock. Check these out: 

 Logitec Speaker System Z323.  Two 
ported satellite speakers give 360 degree 
audio evenly in all directions plus a ported 
down firing subwoofer. High power 
handing of 30 watt RMS for good sound 
and bass without distortion. Has dual RCA 
jack and 3.5mm jack input to connect 
ipods, DVD players etc and integrated 
headphone jack. Must check these out - 
all for only $79.95. 

 
Cygett Headphones. 
Still looking for good sound? The Cygnett Sound 
Check headphones block background noise for a 
clear, dynamic sound with powerful bass. 
Padded ear covers for optimal comfort. A 
quality unit for your i-device or any music 
player with a 3.5mm socket - and they look 
choice in white/red or black/red. Best buying at 
$39.95. 
 
Best Telstra Prepaid 
We currently have good stocks and the best 
prices on Telstra mobiles – treat yourself or 
layby for Christmas! 
 New Telstra Active Touch. With 5Mp 

camera, 3.5 in gorilla glass screen, micro 
SD card and more for $145 

 Telstra T95 in blue or black, $49. VGA 
camera, MP3 player, Bluetooth 

 Samsung S5511T in red or black. $75. 
Very popular flip phone, strong and 
reliable 

 New LG Optimus L3, only $79 in black or 
white. with 3.2 Mpx camera/vidoe, 3.2 
inch touchscreen, MP 3 player, FM radio & 
800Mhz fast processor. Best value 
smartphone 

 Samsung Galaxy Y. $109 in black or pink . 
Cheapest in the popular Galaxy range. 
Android, 3 inch screen, 2MPx camera/
video and more 

 Nokia C5, $175. Slim and smart looking. 
5Mpx camera with flash, GPS, Bluetooth 
and much more 

 Samsung Galaxy Ace. Now $179. 3.5 inch 
touchscreen, 5Mpx camera, 2 covers 
included. Or new Galaxy Ace Plus with 
3.65 in screen and blue tick for $195 

 HTC Desire C, $195. Has 3.5 inch screen, 
5MP camera, Beats audio enhancement, 
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MEET YOUR 
NEW MAYOR 

 

Councillor Michael Johnsen 
the newly elected Mayor of Upper Hunter Shire Council  

will be at a Public Meeting hosted by 
Merriwa District Progress Association on  

Wednesday November 28 at Merriwa RSL, 
commencing at 6pm. 

 
Everyone with an interest in the future of Merriwa is 

encouraged to attend. 

HTC Sense and much more from one of 
the new leaders in mobiles 

 Telstra Nokia Asha 300, $97. In black or 
striking red, this new Nokia is a 
touchscreen with keypad. Has fast 
processor, 5MP camera and all the usual 
for a great price. 

 
Instant Travel Insurance 
Travel Insurance is a must when going overseas 
and now you can get it at the Post Office. Cost 
is made simple at $5 a day for UK, Europe, 
Asia, NZ and South Pacific or $10 a day for the 
rest of the world. Excess is $100 per event. You 
can go to auspost.com.au/travelinsurance for 
full details or check out details in the PO. The 
handy pocket folder (it‟s on our back counter) 

contains your insurance card, FAQ.s and a 
product disclosure statement. 

 
Remember, Merriwa PO is your one-stop-shop 
before travelling overseas – you can get 
Passports, PP photos, foreign cash, travel 
insurance, travel Visa cards, USA padlocks, 
international power boards and more. 

 
Postmasters thought for the week: 
Dad, if we won the war, who came second? 

Melism 

 
Mel Gillott & Kerry  

with Colleen & Kylie  
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AN AUSSIE ROADTRIP ADVENTURE 
DAY 7 – DEVONPORT TO KINGSTON 

BEACH 
 
Up and down, up and down, up and down. I am 
on board the Spirit of Tasmania II, bound for 
Devonport, and its 4.30am. Why have they 
turned the lights back on so early? Anyway, I 
am awake now, so I tidy up my blanket and 
pillow, slip my shoes back on and head off in 
search of coffee. I find some at the Lavender 
Café on Deck 7. I walk past lots of sore heads 
from too much indulgence last night, and some 
green faces who clearly didn‟t find the ships 
rolling as soothing as I did. 
 
Back at our seats I find Alli still asleep, but mum 
and dad are awake, luckily I had brought coffee 
and hot choccies for all. The announcement 
comes over the loudspeaker that we will soon be 
arriving in Devonport. I wake Alli, she has slept 
like a log all night. I had no need to worry about 
any sea-sickness she may have inherited from 
her father. She is bright and well rested, more 
so than the rest of us. Maybe I should buy her a 
water bed when we get back home. Soon we 
are instructed to load into our vehicles and 
prepare to disembark. Before long we have 
cleared all the security checks and are officially 
in Tasmania.  
 
I had planned to head West, but the bad 
weather from the day before has followed us 
and we are advised to head to the more 
sheltered East coast. As soon as we clear the 
city of Devonport we spot snow covered peaks 
in all directions. The rain continues and we gaze 
at the beautiful scenery from the windows of the 
car as we drive past, heading for Launceston 
and the Basin Gorge. We take a short walk over 
the Alexandra Suspension Bridge, around the 
basin and back to the car park before continuing 
on.  
 
We head in the direction of Freycinet National 
Park, in particular Wineglass Bay. The scenery 
on the drive is stunning, green fields, fat sheep 
and snow covered mountains as far as the eye 
can see. 
 
We arrive at Wineglass Bay for an early lunch. 
We pull into one of the many beachside parks, 
but the wind is blowing so hard that I can hardly 
push the car door open. We decide to look for 
somewhere more sheltered. We find a quiet 

cove with a view of the Hazzard Mountains and 
enjoy a lunch of cold cuts, gourmet cheeses 
and local wines. 

Lunch over, we head South, planning to camp 
at the Glenorchy Showgrounds near Hobart so 
we can be in a good position to take in the 
snow covered Mount Wellington and the 
Cadbury Chocolate Factory in the morning.  
 
Near Swansea we spot a sign for “Kate‟s Berry 
Farm”. We wheel in to a picturesque farm 
cottage with neat rows of berries and unruly 
daisies. I am no longer intent on driving 
around Tassie, I have decided I will eat my 
way around the state, starting now. I taste 
several jams, liqueurs, wines and chocolates, 
before buying some chocolate coated 
rasberries and a waffle cone piled high with 
homemade boysenberry ice cream – delicious! 

As we near Hobart the weather, once again, 
turns against us, winds of 130km/h blow off 
snow and we decide to try and find 
accommodation less likely to blow away during 
the night than our tents. I start calling hotels, 
motels and caravan parks. Two things are soon 
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              www.jtsrealty.com.au 

Muswellbrook NSW 2333          jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au  

Ph:  6541 5331   Fax:  6541 0330 

1 Blaxland Street Merriwa - $140,000 

Situated on 1160sqm block this home is a perfect renovator or development 
site. The home is solid and has been re-clad. There are 2 big bedrooms plus a 

sleep out. The lounge is a good size and has an air conditioner and 
combustion fire. The kitchen is large and features the original combustion 

oven still in working order. The yard is flat and low maintenance and has a 

single garage. With a bit of hard work and some TLC this home is a great 
investment for the astute buyer.  

 

94 Lawlers Lane Merriwa - $420,000 

Situated on 40 acres of top quality arable land overlooking the Merriwa 
golf course, this property is ideally located. The property is fully fenced 

into 6 paddocks all with water via troughs delivered from the equipped 
windmill and bore. Currently carrying horses and sheep it is also perfect for 

cattle. There are 3 stables and a tack room, 2 hay sheds, a small shearing 
shed, a 2 bay 10m x 8m machinery shed, a single garage, carport and 

horse and cattle yards. The 3 bedroom home is neat and tidy with one 

bedroom having built in robes and the other 2 having wardrobes. The 
lounge and dining are a good size, open plan style featuring reverse cycle air conditioning and a combustion 

fire. The kitchen has been updated in recent years and is in very good condition. It also has a dishwasher. 
This is a very well established acreage and in this location will not last long. 
 

10 Cullingral Street Merriwa - $215,000 

Situated within walking distance to the main street, primary and high schools, 
this is an ideally located property. Currently let to excellent tenants at $240  per 

week, it would make a great investment property. There are 3 large bedrooms, 

the main with built in robes, a good size lounge featuring a combustion fire and 
r/c air with a big bright sunny kitchen. The bathroom has been renovated in 

recent years and is in good condition. Outside the yard is flat & fully fenced 
with a covered entertainment area, single garage and a 3 bay shed. Properties 

in Merriwa are starting to see the effects of the accommodation shortage in the area and this home is a 

perfect spot to start your investment portfolio. 

apparent, Hobart‟s accommodation is 
completely sold out due to an international field 
hockey tournament and hoteliers in Hobart are 
a rude, uncaring lot that aren‟t at all interested 
in helping a weary traveller, not even bothering 
to recommend somewhere I might try when I 
ask. 
 
Eventually we find ourselves 20km South of 
Hobart at Kingston Beach, in an overpriced, 
older style motel. It is dry, clean and warm, the 
owners are helpful and happy and we are right 
on the ocean. Now only if it would stop raining.  
 
After settling in, we wander through the rain, 
along the esplanade, to the nearest fish and 

chip shop. The cooks are clearly supporting 
Hawthorne in the AFL Grand Final, and attempt 
to take our order without turning their heads 
from the screen. Eventually, once the final 
minutes have been played and the Sydney 
Swans are named victors, a dejected chef 
hands over a huge bundle of food and we 
wander back to our motel to eat, shower and 
sleep.  
 
I consider editing some photos, but decide to 
fall asleep watching Harry Potter instead. 
 

Candice O‟Neill 
CJO Photography 

http://www.jtsrealty.com.au/
mailto:jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
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MERRIWA TYRE AND SERVICE CENTRE 
 
Come in and see us about our Husqvarna 
outdoor product range. 
 
With a ride-on mower from Husqvarna you can 
cut your lawn quickly and with first class results, 
using the cutting method best suited to your 
lawn. Plus, the wide range of accessories allows 
you to enjoy the efficiency and driving pleasure 
they offer, in all types of gardens, all year 
round. With cutting decks starting at 30 inch 
and finishing at a width of 72 inch and with a 
selection of designs including Tractor, Riders, 
Zero Turns and diesel powered Zero Turns, 
there‟s sure to be a mower that suits your 
needs. 
 
With its stylish good looks you will make your 
neighbours green with envy. 
 
Husqvarna are now doing a range of walk 
behind mowers that are easy to start and 
comfortable to use. 
 
With Husqvarna‟s wide range of landscape 
maintenance equipment you‟ll find the tools to 
make your job easier and your results better, 
whether you work full time in the forest, parks 
and gardens or in your spare time at home in 
your own garden. 
 

With a range that includes brush cutters, 
trimmers, split shaft trimmers with separate 
attachments such as hedge trimmer, pole saw, 
tiller, edger and sweeper, stand alone hedge 
trimmer and pole hedge trimmers, blowers and 
blower vacs there‟s sure to be something in the 
range to suit you. 

 
Call in and see us, I‟m sure we have something 
in stock to suit you, and all ready in time for 
Christmas. 

 
Our new range of Husqvarna Ride-on‟s, Zero 
Turns and Walk Behind mowers are in stock 
now. There should be something for every 
application. 

 
We service and do warranty work on all the 
products that we sell. 

 
Finance available - quick and easy. 

 
Drop in and see us at Merriwa Tyre and Service 
Centre. 
 

Glenn Hunt 
Merriwa Tyre and Service Centre 
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Entries Close 12 Noon on 
Monday 10 December 

This month the theme is: 

The winning photo this month will receive a gift 
voucher donated by Merriwa Pharmacy 

 

The competition is open to photographers of all ages. The 
winning photo will be published in the Ringer on Thursday 22 
November and will receive a prize donated by our sponsor. All 
entries will be displayed at Merriwa Pharmacy after the winner 

is announced. 
 

Each month will be a new competition with a new theme and 
prize! 

 

Email your entries to: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au or 
drop them into the office to be scanned. 
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WOOLBROOK RURAL INDUSTRIES 
 
So there I was in the 1960‟s,  no longer paying 
carriers to run the blockade for us, and instead 
myself, a fugitive from the long arm of the law 
as I did so for others, and very good fun it was 
too! Mostly it was in the Hunter Valley and 
sometimes further afield to places like 
Coonabarabran, Mudgee and Tamworth, and 
often either on the Putty Road or, on what was 
then a very bad road through the Army firing 
range near Singleton, a road nowadays in good 
order and sometimes referred to as the Coal 
Road. The latter was very handy because it was 
little used and it was possible to leave it before 
reaching the New England Highway and arrive 
in Newcastle using back roads through Kurri 
and thereby, almost entirely avoid the Highway 
and its Inspectors. I was only pinged once 
when stopped at Broke on my way home from 
Newcastle after delivering a hot load. I had 
nothing on board except for a bag of potatoes 
and onions and a few pumpkins which, under 
instructions from my thrifty wife, I had bought 
at the markets in Newcastle. Therefore, I was 
illegal and liable for tax on the full 12 ton rated 
load capacity of the truck, a potentially 
expensive matter. I told the Inspector that I 
had a wife and four hungry children (true); that 
I had a miserable boss who paid very poor 
wages (no comment, I leave you to decide that 

one); and that if I did not pick up some cheap 
food now and again and whenever I could, my 
family would starve (not true), and after a while 
the Inspector wore my story. However he then 
demanded to see my permit for the load which 
he was sure must have been the reason for my 
trip to Newcastle. Again I was lucky, because I 
was driving an International truck and 
fortunately had taken it to the International 
dealers in Newcastle for a couple of hours to 
get some work done on it. I showed him the 
invoice dated that day to prove it, and told him 
my boss had instructed me to take the unloaded 
truck to Newcastle to get the work done, and as 
he could not prove otherwise, he wore that too 
and let me go. 
 

One reason I was only pinged once was that 
transport changed greatly in the 1960s for 
various reasons. One being that after the 
Hughes and Vale decision (which had freed 
interstate traffic from the Ton Mile Tax), the 
State Governments gradually lost interest in 
intrastate taxes, mainly because it was too 
expensive to enforce compared to what they 
were now getting from it. I suppose that tax act 
has long since been repealed, but anyway by 
1970 or before the Inspectors seemed to have 
vanished, road freight was starting to boom, 
and many big freight companies like TNT, 
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Woolbrook Rural Industries 
Max Wurcker 6548 2150 

Nearly everything for farmers at rock bottom 
prices! Conventional & electric fencing, pumps, 

spraying equipment, poly & PVC pipes, 
generators, tanks, silos etc 

 
Visit our very comprehensive website: 

www.woolbrookrural.com.au 

 

REMINDER 
 

The deadline for articles 
and advertisements for 
the Merriwa Ringer is 

 

Monday 
12.00pm 

CJ‟S Cuts  
In your home by a qualified hairdresser.  

Clipper Cuts $7  Men‟s $15  
Ladies $25  

Pre-School & Primary $10  
A travel charge per residence visited applies 
and depends on distance travelled. The best 

time to call is evenings but an answering 
service is available  

Ph Carla on 6548 8531  

Alltrans and Mayne Nickless were booming 
along with it. 
 

Another reason was a story in itself and 
something which had a huge impact not just on 
freight but the whole of Australia, and 
particularly on our agricultural industry and our 
imports. Britain had for decades pursued a 
policy known as The Empire Preference Scheme 
under which she imported a large proportion 
of  her food and raw material requirements 
from her colonies and former colonies, including 
Australia and New Zealand. In return Britain 
exported to these colonies a myriad of items 
from cars and trucks to cutlery and safety pins, 
and this two way trading arrangement was 
underpinned, reinforced and maintained by 
preferences, tariffs and other agreements. I 
suppose you could even say it was a sort of 
Free Trade Agreement such as Australia has 
today with, for instance, the USA and Thailand. 
One result of this partial restriction of 
competition was that some of our agricultural 
industries became very dependant on one 
market, including our dairy industry where 
innumerable dairy farms consigned cream to 
factories to be turned into butter for Britain. 
Another was the lamb industry which was 
particularly important for New Zealand, and the 
Kiwis never stopped extolling the virtues of 
Canterbury lamb, that is lamb from Canterbury 

New Zealand, not England, and we were brain 
washed with stories about how wonderful all 
British products were (very much including their 
cars), how Sheffield made the world‟s best 
steel, and how fortunate we were to be able to 
buy  British products. 
 

The fact was that, as always happens when 
anyone has a monopoly or semi-monopoly on 
anything, it was abused and particularly by 
Britain which, having won the war, was now 
losing the peace (the reverse of both Germany 
and Japan) by dabbling in a hugely expensive 
experiment with Socialism. One result was a 
deterioration in the quality of their products to 
the extent, for instance, that such revered icons 
as Jaguar, Rover, MG and others were 
eventually sold off to other countries, and Rolls 
Royce and Bentley were even bought by the 
twice defeated Germans. The reputation of 
British cars deteriorated sadly, and while I am 
not saying they did so to the level of (say) the 
Trabant, an icon of the 100% socialised 
(Communist) East Germany, their descent was 
such that in Australia they lost most of their car 
market to Japanese, American and American 
style cars, particularly Holden and Ford. Then 
Britain decided that the answer to their problem 
was to abandon her Empire, or what was left of 
it, and join the EU!!! 

Max Wurker 

FOR SALE 

1 second hand Upright 
Freezer  370L with 
shelves. Working 

Condition   
$200 ono 

Contact Bronwyn   
0427 482 469 

Caravan for Sale 

4 berth with fridge and stove. 
15‟6” x 7‟ (4/7m x 2.1m) 

No rego 
$1000 ono 

Ph 6548 2056 
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 

anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this 

free service, please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays. 

CAROLS IN THE PARK 
 

The Combined Christian Churches of Merriwa 
invite you to Carols in the Park at Apex Park. To 
be held on 16 December, 2012. 

 
Ron Campbell 

 WELCOMING CENTRE AGM 
 
Merriwa Tourist Welcoming Centre will hold 
their Annual General Meeting on Saturday 15 
December, 2012, at the Merriwa Men‟s Shed 
(located behind the Welcoming Centre), from  
4pm. 

 
Edith Shipway  

THE MEN’S SHED 
 
The Men's Shed will open from 3pm to 6.30pm 
on Wednesdays during November/December 
on a trial basis.  This is to allow those working 
to enjoy the Shed, the company of others and 
what it has to offer.  Do not be shy - come and 
join us! 

 
Jim Alker 

MERRIWA BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
CHRISTMAS STREET PARTY 

 
This year the Christmas Street Party will be 
held on Thursday 6 December 4:30pm -
7:30pm. 
 
Activities will include: 

·         Face painting 
·         Carol singing 
·         BBQ available 
·         Visit from Santa 
·         Late Night shopping 
 

Stay tuned for more information!  
 

Phoebe Richard 
Community Services Officer - Merriwa 

MERRIWA SQUASH CLUB 
  
The Annual General Meeting of the Merriwa 
Squash Club will be held on Friday 23 
November commencing at 5pm in the Merriwa 
Sports Club. 

 
Bruce Smith 

MERRIWA CWA  
 
The CWA Christmas Luncheon will be held on 
Monday 10 December at the Plough Inn, 
Cassilis.  
 
The monthly meeting will still be on  November 
10 commencing at 9am followed by the 
Christmas lunch at Cassilis.  
 
RSVP‟s are required for catering purposes. If 
you need transport this can be arranged. Please 
phone Jean 6548 2456 or Robyn 6548 7241. 
  

Robyn McAlister  
Secretary CWA  

NEEDED URGENTLY 
 
Washing machine for elderly pensioner. If you 
can help please call Wayne on 0421 577 210. 
 

Jodie Jordan 
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MERRIWA BRANCH CWA 
 
If you have any old reading glasses or 
magnifiers please give them to any of our 
members as they will be sent to countries 
where reading glasses are in short supply our 
wastes can give another person the gift of 
easier reading. (Please note this is a different 
collection to others in town which are for 
another worthy organisation). Our December 
meeting will be on December 10 at 9am and 
then we will be travelling to the „Plough Inn‟ at 
Cassilis for our annual Christmas party. The 
cost is $25, booking with payment to Jean 
Price.  
 
This year instead of Secret Santa, we will be 
giving donations to „material aid‟ which 
supports women in the South Pacific in home 
based businesses. Susie Fitzpatrick, Branch 
International Officer has noted that they are 
particularly in need of cotton material large 
enough to make a garment, cutting scissors 
and safety pins. If any community members 
would like to contribute please contact Susie 
Fitzpatrick. 
 

Sandra Stewart 
Publicity Officer 

THE CLEAN ENERGY ASSOCIATION OF 
NEWCASTLE AND SURROUNDS INC 

 
The Clean Energy Association of Newcastle 
and Surrounds Inc (CleanAs) encourages the 
development and participation in clean energy 
community projects in the greater Newcastle 
region. 
 
CleanAs cordially invites you to attend the 
inaugural AGM at Bar Beach Bowling Club on 
Wednesday December 5 from 5:30pm for 
6pm start to elect the committee and 
technical directorate. Please contact Dan 
MacDonald on 0400 781 651 or Richard Finlay
-Jones on 0414 555 864 to RSVP or for more 
information. 
 
Our Charter: 
 To facilitate and encourage the 

development of community-based clean 
energy projects in the greater 
Newcastle region. 

 
Our Goal: 
 To develop local grass-roots renewable 

energy projects for the commercial 
benefit of local communities. 

 
Pauline Dunne 
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY 
  
Your Local Newspower store and Office Smart 
agent. www.merriwanewsagency.com.au. 
 

The Newspower Christmas Catalogue Sale has 
started and we have some great things on 
offer. There are also some items that we have 
included in the sale that are not in the 
catalogue so it is important that you come in 
and look at what we have. 
 

Better Homes and Gardens - The latest edition 
is out now and full of great Christmas ideas. 
There are complete menus that take all the 
hard work out of preparing for the Festive 
Season. There are gifts and cards to make, 
decorating ideas and free Christmas paper. 
There are ideas for presents for the kids and 
great ideas for the backyard. 
 

Victoria Books - The latest shipment of Victoria 
Books has arrived in time for Christmas. There 
are so many presents taken care at a very 
affordable price and something for everyone, 
including: 
 

Something for the history buff... “We Hope to 
Get Word Tomorrow” is a beautifully book that 
documents one family's journey through World 
War 1. This book follows the journey of a young 
man, Gerard Garvin, on the Western Front 
through his letters to family. This is one of the 
few books that also includes the letters of his 
family to Gerard. This is an absorbing tale, all 
the more poignant as we know it to be true.  
 

For the sports fanatic... “World Cup of Soccer - 
the Complete Guide” tells you everything you 
need to know about the FIFA World Cup. This 
includes the cities, the teams, the countries 
involved and the individual players throughout 
the history of this Tournament. 
 

For the Crossword fan... the “People Celebrity 
Puzzler - Extra” includes more than 90 different 

puzzles, six types of puzzle and hundreds of 
celebrities. 
 

For the Quilter... “Fast, Fun and Easy Scrapbook 
Quilts” shows you how to quilt a keepsake for 
every occasion. A combination of quilting and 
scrapbooking concepts, this is great for any 
craft fan. 
 

For the Diabetic...“The Weight Loss Plan For 
Beating Diabetes” is a 5-step program that 
allows you to shed weight in a healthy manner 
and live a healthy life. It includes diet, 
medication, education, exercise and lifestyle 
alterations that allow anyone with Diabetes to 
live a full, active and healthy life. 
 

For the young reader... there are a series of 
wonderful Enid Blyton novels in the shipment, 
including such classics as “Mr Pink-Whistle's 
Party”. 
 

For the Young Comedian…”The Craziest Joke 
Book Ever” is chock full of (clean) funnies for 
the kids, that will have them cracking up all day. 
 

Toy Box - We have the cutest little toy boxes in 
stock. There are several designs, including a fire 
truck, taxi, ambulance, and school bus. They 
are perfect for little people to pack their toys 
into, and also act as toys in themselves, as well 
as doubling for a child-size bench seat. They are 
bright and fun and perfect for any child. They 
are on special for a limited time so come in and 
grab one today. 
 

Wimpy Kid - We have a good range of “Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid” stationery in store. There are A4 
notebooks, A5 notebooks, small notebooks, mini 
notepads and art kits (which include paints, 
pencils, crayons, eraser, ruler etc). Until 
Christmas we have a special offer with every 
Wimpy Kid product purchased. If you buy one, 
you will receive a free mini notepad from the 
range. These items all come in different colours 
with different scenes and are perfect for any 
tween (or teen, or adult who loved the books 
and movies!) 
 

Phone Cards; all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone. 
 

Cash or Eftpos only. 
 

Neville and Leanne Hook 

http://www.merriwanewsagency.com.au
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NAME PHONE 

Andy Carrigan 6548 2646 

Anthea Wright Veterinary 
Service 

6548 2452 

Beauty on Bettington 6548 3030 

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd 6543 3600 

Bricklayer Block layer 6548 2591 

Cassilis Bowling Club 6376 1002 

Cassilis Public School 6376 1009 

CJ & JM Vero 6548 2303 

CJO Photography 6376 4642 

CJ‟S Cuts 6548 8531 

Colles Manufactured 
Homes Pty Ltd 

4353 3606 

Craig McPherson Haulage 6548 2663 

Cross Country Merriwa 6548 2106 

Crystal Clear Water Tank 
Cleaning 

6557 0074 

Curls & Swirls 6548 2499 

Curtis, Irving & Gant 6543 2433 

Custom Made Kitchens 6548 2025 

David Houlahan 0429 485 119 

Dean Hancock - Master 
Farrier 

0488 591 723 

Di‟s Clothing Patch 6548 3023 

Festival of the Fleeces 6521 7046 

Hair Indeed 6548 2666 

Hanckel Hay Sales 6548 5168 

Hunter-Central Rivers 
Catchment Management 
Authority  

6542 4444 

Hunter Mutual 6548 2651 

Integratedliving 6548 3062 

MA Macdonald & Co 6548 2226 

McConnell‟s This „n‟ That 6548 2889 

Melaleuka Rural Services 0429 131 339 

Merriwa Activity Centre 6548 2082 

Merriwa Amateur Swim 
Club 

6548 8510 

Merriwa Anglican Parish 0429996769 

NAME PHONE 
Merriwa Caravan Park 0418 668 

402 

Merriwa Catholic Parish 
St Vincent de Paul 

6548 2086 
6548 3092 

Merriwa Central School 
Primary office 
Secondary office 

 
6548 2101 
6548 2119 

Merriwa Central School 
P&C Association 

6548 2119 

Merriwa Cricket Club 0428 485 
110 

Merriwa Darts 
Competition 

0428 899 
749 

Merriwa District 
Education Foundation 

6376 1052 

Merriwa District Health 
Non-Emergency Medical 
Transport 

6548 2653 

Merriwa District 
Progress Association 

6548 2245 
6548 3060 

Merriwa Engineering 0427 476085 

Merriwa Home Hardware 6548 2077 

Merriwa Healthy 
Environment Group 

6547 6048 

Merriwa Hospital 6532 5000 

Merriwa Junior League & 
Netball 

0437 482 
375 

Merriwa Little Athletics 0427 799 22 

Merriwa Magpies Rugby 
League Football Club 

0411 800255 

Merriwa Newsagents 6548 2031 

Merriwa Pharmacy 6548 2213 

Merriwa Post Office 6548 2042 

Merriwa Pre-School & 
Kindergarten Association 

6548 2083 

Merriwa Race Club 0427 482 
095 

Merriwa RSL Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2157 
6548 2295 

Merriwa Rotary Club 6548 2025 

Merriwa Springtime 
Show 

0402 484 
018 

Merriwa Sports Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2028 
6548 3228 

Merriwa Surgery 6548 2305 

Merriwa Tennis Club 6548 2679 

Merriwa Traders - IGA 6548 2315 

Merriwa Tourist 

Welcoming Centre 

6548 3201 

NAME PHONE 

Merriwa Tyre & Service 
Centre 

6548 2078 

Mortgage Choice - Lauren  
Murphy 

0408 480 562 

Painter Decorator 0402 943 918 

Panorama Motor Inn 4943 3144 

Pitt Son & Keene Elders 6548 2307 

Plough Inn 6376 1220 

Peter Lawler Pest Control 0428 482 332 

Rockwell Livestock 6548 5100 

Running R Cutting Horses 6548 8531 

Russell‟s Earthmoving 6548 2246 

Scott Witton Building 0427 761 169 

St David‟s Uniting Church 6548 5131 

St Joseph‟s Primary School 6548 2035 

Tash Holden 
Communications 

6548 5002 

Trinity Markets 6548 2323 

Upper Hunter Shire Council 
- Merriwa Branch 

6521 7000 

Welderup 6548 2500 

Whale, Mark 6548 2389 

Woolbrook Rural 
Industries 

6548 2150 

Don‟t see your listing here? Then you need to contact The Ringer to organise your 
sponsorship for 2012! 
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CYCLING AND RECYCLING DRUG FREE 
 
In January next year, the Tour Down Under, 
once Adelaide‟s, now Australia‟s premier cycling 
event will again attract the world‟s best road 
cyclists. Of course, there will be one big name 
missing. Lance Armstrong‟s achievements at 
being first across the line in the Tour de France 
seven times has been well and truly tarnished 
by revelations of his performance enhancing 
drug use. Nevertheless, cycling has become 
increasingly popular in Australia (Cadel Evan‟s 
efforts have no doubt helped); and not just 
professional or competitive cycling, but also 
cycling simply to commute from place to place. 
And in recent years there‟s also been renewed 
interest in recycling. 
 
Recycling in Australia has a long history. The 
first Australian paper mill to use recycled 
material was built in 1815. And waste paper 
collections from households and factories 
started in Melbourne in the 1920s. During the 
first half of the last century, resources were 
generally not as readily available as they are 
today; so people valued them more and reused 
materials whenever possible. 
 
Now, with greater awareness of environmental 
issues, recycling has once again become an 
important part of our more modern society. 
National Recycling Week was established by 
Planet Ark 15 years ago and now has a 
permanent place on the calendar of Australia-
wide events during the second week of 
November each year. However, some things 
should never be recycled, nor should they end 
up on the rubbish dump. On top of the list of 
these non-recyclable products is medicines. 
Keeping old medicines can be a health risk, and 
disposing of unwanted medicines poses a risk 
to the environment. 
 
Australians are certainly a nation of hoarders. 
That may be great for some things – items of 
furniture perhaps, that might gain in antique 
status; bottles of wine that mature with age; 
and there are those unique collectible items 
such as stamps and coins that appreciate in 
value as time goes by. There‟s no financial 
benefit, however, in collecting medicines. In 
fact, there are some significant problems 
associated with having old or unwanted 
medicines lying around the house. 

It seems obvious that if your medicine cabinet 
is „choc-o-block‟ with medicines there‟s a chance 
of confusion and misadventure – even more so 
if those medicines are not stored correctly. They 
must be out of sight, out of mind and out of 
reach of kids and grandkids. And while children 
may be at special risk by swallowing a little (or 
a lot) of this and that – just out of curiosity, it‟s 
also easy enough for us adults to get confused 
with a cupboard full of alternatives. So what to 
do to ensure our homes are safe from 
medication misadventure? Well, what we don‟t 
do is flush our unwanted medicines down the 
toilet or the kitchen sink; nor do we dispose of 
them in the household garbage. We shouldn‟t 
assume that sewage treatment plants can 
effectively treat all substances contained in 
medicines and we don‟t want fish and other 
aquatic life suffering the side effects of 
medicines we no longer want. The only safe 
disposal method is returning unwanted 
medicines to your local pharmacy. Medicine 
collection bins funded by the Commonwealth 
Government have been placed in every 
pharmacy in Australia. Once full, they are 
removed and the contents safely destroyed. It‟s 
all part of the RUM (Return Unwanted 
Medicines) campaign. 
 
The second week in November might have 
passed but there‟s still time to give your 
medicine chest a bit of a Spring clean. For more 
information about RUM or simply to get some 
advice on how to sort your medicines and 
manage them better, call into Merriwa 
Pharmacy, your local Self Care Pharmacy. 
 

 A special note to all our patients taking 

Warfarin - We are now stocking Algisite M 
Dressings which are great for stopping bleeding 
from small wounds such as shaving cuts and 
scratches - ask one of our staff about them next 
time you are in. 
 

Don‟t forget our “Making Life Easy” home health 
care range of products for independent living. 
We have a great range of walking sticks and 
aids to keep you steady on your feet and/or to 
give your arguments a little more clout around 
the Christmas table this year. 
 

Robert Smith 
Merriwa Pharmacy 
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MERRIWA HOME HARDWARE 
  
Welcome back loyal readers for yet another dose 
of dribble. 
  
Has anyone entered the current Wattyl 
promotion to win $25,000.00 yet? It‟s easy, just 
purchase 4L of Wattyl Solagard or Wattyl 
Interior Design paint, and SMS details back to 
Wattyl for your chance to win up to $25,000.00 
cash. 
  
We now have some new laminated flooring 
available to order. Come into Merriwa Home 
Hardware and see our display. There are three 
different types of flooring, each in three 
different colours.  
 
The first is 8.3mm thick with the sheet lengths 
at 1200mm long. Each pack covers 1.895 square 
metres and is $29.99 per pack or $15.83 sq/m.  
 
The second laminated flooring is 12mm thick 
with a length of 2260mm. Each pack covers 
1.926 sq/m and is $64.95 per pack or $33.72 
sq/m.  
 
Our third is a vinyl flooring 910mm long. Each 
pack covers 2.118 sq/m and is $64.95 per pack 

or $30.66 sq/m. All of these floorings systems 
simply click together and are dead set easy to 
install. We have one of each on display. There 
are also two types of underlay available to 
order. 

 
Everyone has seen the Dual Saw advertised on 
TV. We have in stock the Contra Saw, same 
thing as the Dual Saw but about $70.00 
cheaper.  

 
Also advertised on TV lately is the Worx Handy 
Cut saw, a brilliant and dare I say, handy little 
saw. Worx have also advertised the “Fully 
Loaded” Slide Driver cordless screwdriver. 
Come into Merriwa Home Hardware to check all 
of new bits and pieces out. 

 
That‟s it, out of time again. 

 
Did you know?   
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the 
longest word in the English language, is 
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis.  
  
 

Ray McConnell & the crew 
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Merriwa Sports Club 
Sunday 25 November  

 

Producers Market - 
10am to 2pm 

Stalls include: Local Produce, Cheese, Olive Oil, Wines, 

Clothing, wood work and much more. BBQ Man and Lady 

Burgers, Bacon and egg rolls, Steak Sangers etc. 
 

Chinese Smorgasbord 

Dinner  
All you can eat entrees, mains and 

dessert. Adults $18. Children under 12 
$10. 

DI’S CLOTHING PATCH  
WEEKLY SUMMER SALES 

 
For one week only all Children‟s Summer wear 
is 20% off for the Summer weekly sales. The 
sale will be on from 22 November until the 29 
November. 
 
Our great range of ladies handbags, men‟s and 
ladies wallets and luggage to suit everyone. 
 
Our Pudding Lady range is selling quickly 
especially our shortbreads and white Christmas. 
Our range also includes delicious: 
 Marinades 
 Dressings 
 Jams 
 Mayonnaises 
 Aioli‟s 
 

Di Inder 
 

Garage Sale 
1273 Flags Rd Saturday 24 November 

 
2 wardrobes, coffee tables, 4 new 

windows, entertainment unit, 4 bedside 
draws, ride-on Mower, sofa bed, mower, 
paint trestles and planks, 5KVA generator 

and lots more! 

Water Carting 
Contact  

Dave Houlahan 
0429 485 119 
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ST JOHN’S WORT 
 

St John‟s 
Wort is a 
major weed 
problem in 
the area, 
especially at 
this time of 
the year. 
Grazon Extra 
is readily 

available here at Elders in 1 litre, 5 litre and 20 
litre. The following information is from a 
publication (primefacts www.dpi.nsw.gov.au) by 
the NSW Department of Primary Industries on 
the weed. 
 
The Problem 
St John‟s Wort contains the toxin hypericin, 
which causes photosensitisation in sheep, cattle, 
horses and goats. The skin damage associated 
with this problem leads to weight loss, reduced 
productivity and, in extreme cases, death. St 
John‟s Wort also adds vegetable fault to wool. 
 
St John‟s Wort competes with useful plants in 
pastures, and large infestations reduce property 
values.  
 
Control techniques 
Preventing the invasion of St John‟s Wort is the 
cheapest and most effective way of controlling 
it. Learn to identify the weed, and regularly 
check it in October or November along boundary 
fences, roadsides or stock routes. If found, act 
immediately to remove it.  
 
If purchasing livestock from areas contaminated 
with St John‟s Wort, hold them in a small 
paddock for five weeks before releasing them, 
to allow seed on or inside the animal to be 
released. Later, inspect this paddock and treat 

any infestations. If you have infested paddocks 
on your property, minimise stock movements 
from infested to clean paddocks and clean any 
vehicles that have passed through infested 
areas. 
 
Buy only certified seed. If purchasing fodder, 
obtain as much detail about the source of the 
fodder as possible. When feeding, restrict the 
feeding area, preferably to flat, arable areas, as 
they allow easy access and the opportunity to 
use a variety of control options; or, feed in 
paddocks where there is a strong perennial 
grass pasture, as this will provide good 
competition against establishing weeds. 
 
Regularly check the feeding areas and treat any 
new infestations. 
 
Establish a competitive perennial pasture, such 
as a phalaris pasture, along boundaries of 
infested paddocks, to create a buffer against the 
further spread of St John‟s Wort. 
 
Herbicides registered for control of St John‟s 
Wort include fluroxypyr, triclopyr + picloram 
and glyphosate. For a full list of registered 
herbicides for St John‟s Wort refer to 
the Noxious and Environmental Weed Control 
Handbook. Applied during flowering, fluroxypyr 
will selectively remove St John‟s Wort while 
minimising damage to grasses or clovers, 
triclopyr + picloram will kill all legumes, and 
glyphosate will kill or severely damage all 
species growing with the weed.  
 
Elders Weekly Special – 25% off Blundstone 
boots. 
 

Cameron Want  
Agronomist - Elders 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/publications/noxious-enviro-weed-control
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds/publications/noxious-enviro-weed-control
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For Sale 
BUSINESS FOR SALE  -  BEAUTY ON BETTINGTON 

 Fully renovated shop located in main 
street of Merriwa 

 
 Long term lease available 
 
 Set up ready to go 
 
 Option to purchase items & equipment 
 

Price: $7,500 

52 MACKENZIE STREET MERRIWA 

 3 large bedrooms 
 Polished floorboards throughout 

 Near new kitchen & bathroom 

 Large block of land measuring 1644 M² 
 Currently rented for $250 p/w 

 
Price: $260,000 

For more information please contact the selling agents  
19 Vennacher Street Merriwa  

Office: (02) 6548 2008               Greg Llewelyn: 0417 227 204              Megan Constable: 0428 482 663 
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MERRIWA RAILWAY SOCIETY INC. 
  
Last week Phillip and Janet Houlahan were back 
in Merriwa on a visit. Fortunately they had an 
hour and a half to meet with Jan Cronin and me 
at the Railway Station. Phillip was in charge 
when the station closed in 1988 and started in 
1963. That is a long time and therefore a lot of 
knowledge. He was able to tell us of the location 
of various items in and around the building. We 
had assumed the middle room was the Ticket 
Room. Wrong, it was the Parcel Room. The end 
room known, as the Out Room, although not 
signed, also held larger parcels which were 
loaded onto vehicles, drays or trucks, via the 
back landing. Tickets were sold through the 
window of the Station Master's Room near the 
Ladies. Our restoration signage will be changed 
to get things right. Please tell us if you have any 
doubt about things we may have had to assume. 
We now know the location of the counter, 
storage shelves, ticket rack, telephones and key 
box. It has given us lots to work with in 
restoration. A hedge was also on the western 
end of the platform. Clearly identified the exact 
location of the Lamp Room and the adjoining 
Gentlemen's.  Phillip also pointed out the 
position of the platform seat. We need to move 
a pot plant and then the seat into its correct 
spot. The counter will  be the next item rebuilt. 
A simple structure with a tin/gal counter top, 
shelves but no back or doors. Sometimes with a 
cash drawer. So good to get the first hand input. 
Thanks to Phillip and Janet. 

 
Also last week 
Neil Hunt 
completed the 
rebuild of the 
seat for the 
Waiting Room.  
Th i s  was 
undercoated 

on Saturday with another coat on the next 
working bee, 1 December.  The sign 
commemorating the 100 years from the original 
"turning of the sod" was placed next to the tree 
planted last June by Philomena Constable, Alan 
McRae's (who turned the original sod in 1912) 
grand daughter. 
 
Our Open Day was a success with 13 visitors 
and a number of items given for our museum 
collection. All visitors were very complementary 
about the achievements in the past 2 years 
since we obtained the lease to the site. Some 
stayed for a couple of hours looking and talking. 
We need help from anyone with stories of their 
experiences on the train (passenger and 
freight) to/from Muswellbrook. Also photos. Jan 
Cronin is collecting these items so drop them 
into the Pharmacy. 2 paragraphs or 2 pages to 
record your memories. These are so important 
in holding onto our history for future 
generations.  
 
The restoration work has a number of reasons:  
 To have a significant local asset retained 

for future generations. Our history and 
heritage 

 To provide a further tourist attraction to 
Merriwa, helping local businesses 

 To get some form of "rolling stock" onto 
the lines even if only able to travel as far 
as the Scone and Old Scone road 
intersection.     

    
Always looking for new members and helpers at 
the working bees. These are held each fortnight 
from any time between 9am and 3pm.  We 
have the Goods Shed in our sights for 
repainting.                                                                

Bryan Baker 
6548 5000 
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CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB 
 
Friday night fun: 
Twilight Bowls – 7pm start – names to club by 
6.45pm, choice of prizes for winners. Progressive 
points competition. 
 
Friday night Snack Bar – The Two Ds 
Affordable family meals. 
 
Friday night raffles: 
Meat trays, Vege trays, Schooner Draw, Joker 
Draw,  Members Draw. 
 
Last week‟s results 
 Members Draw: $50 – Candy O‟Neill - 

unclaimed - $55 next week 
 Joker Draw: $1515 – Maryanne (Happy 

Camper)  – successful - $500 next week. 
 
Family Christmas Party – Saturday 8 December 
A Santa visit, jumping castle for the children and 
music by “The Sly Pigs” $15pp includes a 2 
course dinner for adults and high school 
children. Children‟s party to commence at 6pm.  
Member‟s children free, guest children $5pp. 
Santa to visit at around 7pm. Adults dinner at  
7.30pm (parents to supply a present to the value 
of no more than $20). Let‟s make it a party to 
remember! Names to club by December 1 please 
on 6376 1002. 
 
NYE – Monday 31 December 
Fancy Dress – “A Night with the Stars” (come 
along dressed as your favourite celebrity ie: 
movie star, music star etc etc). BYO supper. 
Music by “The Sly Pigs”. 
 
Internet - Check out our website at 
www.cassilisbowlingclub.com.au. 
 

Hilary Parker 

MERRIWA RSL CLUB 
 
The Members Lucky Badge for $1200.00 was 
not won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 
571, this week it jackpots to $1250.00. The 
7pm draw for $140.00 was not won the 
number was 492, this week it jackpots to 
$160.00. The 9pm draw for $160.00 was not 
won the number was 774, this week it 
jackpots to $180.00. LTPS/12/03880 
 
The Sunday Morning Badge Draw for 
$1050.00 was not won last week the number 
was 860, this week jackpots to $1100.00 and 
will be drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm 
and you must be present to win the money. 
LTPS/12/03880 
 
The Friday 8.30pm badge draw and the 
Sunday badge draw both now commence at 
$500.00.   
  
Coming Events 
In the Bistro on pension day we now have a 
choice of a couple of senior‟s meals for $7.50, 
but you must show your senior‟s card to be 
eligible.    
 
Spring/Summer Bistro evening hours are 
6.00pm to 8.30pm. 
 
Christmas Social – Saturday 15 December  
Live band and 3 course dinner. Tickets on sale 
now. 
 
Christmas Raffle 
Tickets $1 each available at the bar 
1st Prize – Laptop Computer, 2nd Prize – 
Outdoor Pizza Cooker, 3rd Prize - $100 Visa 
Card 
 

Matt Morgan 
Secretary/Manager 

http://www.cassilisbowlingclub.com.au/
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MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB 
 
Saturday 17 November 
 Saturday Members Draw no 211 - not 

won, next week $110 
 Winners Jackpot 81903 - not won, next 

week $1580 
 Free Tickets - Margaret Verey 
 Dinner - Trish Sandruly 
 Bowls Raffle - Carlita McConnell. 
 

Sunday 18 November 
 Sunday Members Draw no 343 - not won, 

next week $1,400 
 $20 one off prizes, no 342 - not won & 

no344 - won. 
 

Christmas Raffle now on Sale - $1 per ticket 
 First Prize - 1 week at Tuncurry Resort 
 Second Prize - $250 IGA Voucher 
 Third Prize - $150 Caltex Voucher 
 Fourth Prize - $50 Christmas Basket. 
 

Transport Service is available Friday and 
Saturday. Don‟t take the risk and drive when for 
$3 per person you can be chauffeured home. 
To access the transport service you must book 
through the Sports Club to check availability of 
the service. 
 

Members and Associations. Looking for a venue 
to hold your meetings etc? The Sports Club may 
be able to assist. Please contact the Club for 
further details. 

Bingo 
Every Thursday night, commences 7pm. Win 
Sporties Vouchers for meat and other business 
houses  + Super 39 $100 Gift Voucher. 
 
The Sporties Chinese/Australian Restaurant  
Smorgasbord last Sunday in the month. All you 
can eat entree‟s, mains and dessert. $18 for 
adults and $12 children under 12. Shan and 
Jinna also have lunch time specials $7.50. Open 
for Lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon to 
2pm. Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 
9pm. Closed Mondays. Reopens 5pm Tuesday. 
For bookings and take away ring 6548 3228. 
 

John Rindfliesh 
 
 

LADY BOWLERS NEWS 
 
Coming up 
Our raffle for the hand made quilt will be drawn 
on Saturday 24 November after the Sports Club 
raffles. 
 
The Christmas Party will be held on Wednesday 
28 November.   
 

Beatrice Voysey 
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* When reporting an incident to the Police, always request and record your Incident Reference Number 

UPPER HUNTER VETERANS GOLF 
 
Thank you Maurie Gray for your generous 
donation of a box of vegetables as first prize for 
our stableford event at Scone Golf Course on 
Tuesday 13 November.  
 
Phil Ledgerwood was the winner with 41 points 
from runner-up, Rod Auld 39. There were 19 
players on a very warm morning on this 
excellent layout. 
  
In the ball comp, balls went to Bob Keating 38, 
Bruce Robinson, Les Brown and Graham Guest 
35, Noel Kelly, Des Goodworth and Mal Bruce 
34, Graham Turvey and Peter Daunton 33 and 
Ron Bartush 32. 
  
Nearest the Pins: 2nd/11th - Les Brown 
   8th/17th - Rod Auld 
  
On Tuesday, 20 November we played a two ball 
best ball stableford event at Denman with hit-off 
from 8am. 
 
On Tuesday 27 November we play a stableford 
event with Christmas prizes at Murrurundi with 
hit-off from 8am until 8.30am. 
 

Graham Turvey 

GOLF NEWS 
 
Saturday 17 November was the Williams 
Concrete Putting Competition. The results were: 
 Winner R Patterson 26 putts 
 Runner up D Walmsley 28 putts 
 Ball Comp D Taylor 77 Net. 
 
Williams Putting Comp Final 
 Winner R Patterson. 
 
This week 
 Sunday Chicken Run - $10. Starts at 

7:30am to be followed by the AGM at 
approximately 10:30 am 

 Saturday Competition commences 8 
December 2012 

 The Men‟s Committee AGM will follow 
after golf on this day. 

 
Andrew Medway 

 

MEN’S BOWLS NEWS  
 
Our trivia night was by all accounts successful 
despite some minor hurdles along the way. 
 
Friday Twilight: 
Friday mixed social bowls starts Friday 30 
November 5:30pm. Why not form a team of 
three for a fun evening. 

Jason Rosa 
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MERRIWA PONY CLUB 
 
The Pony Club AGM was held on 7 November at 
the Merriwa RSL Club at 6pm. The office 
bearers are as follows: 
 President: Clare Martin 
 Secretary: Christine Riley 
 Treasurer: Yvonne McNaught 
 Chief Instructor: Paula Hockings 
 Publicity Officer: Tanya Ninness. 
 
The Pony Club Christmas party will be held on 
the weekend of 8 and 9 December 2012. It will 
take the form of a trail ride and activities in the 
afternoon, including swimming. Details for this 
event were emailed to members last week. If 
you did not receive this please contact Christine 
or Clare. Remember to RSVP your intentions for 
this event to Clare or Christine. 
  
The Martin, Grady, Moore, Ninness and Lawler 
family attended Bunnan campdraft on the 10 -
11 November 2012. A great weekend was had 
by all. Clancy Martin won Champion Working 
Stock Horse and Cameron Ninness won Reserve 
Champion Working Stock Horse. This win was 
sweetened for both boys as they managed to 
beat Anastasia who took the ribbing by boys in 
the fun way it was intended! Thanks Anastasia 
for being such a good sport! 

Results sent in for Bunnan include: 
 Anastasia was 1st Rider 13-15 years; 

Reserve Champion Rider under 18 years; 
1st - Working Stock Horse under 18 
years; 2nd - Flag race and bending race 
13-15 years 

 Clancy was 3rd Rider 9-11 years; 1st - 
Working Stock Horse under 13 years; 
Champion Working Stock Horse under 18 
years; 1st - Bending race and 2nd flag 
race 9-11 years 

 Nicole was 2nd Rider 7-9 years and 4th - 
flag race and bending race 7-9 years. 

 
Look forward to reading the results of the 
Ninness family at Bunnan draft next week. 
 
The Martin family attended the Northern Branch 
ASH Show (Gunnedah) on 10 November 2012. 
Anastasia  rode in the 13-15yrs age group and 
was 1st - Rider and Working Stock Horse; 3rd – 
Hack and won Reserve Champion Working 
Stock Horse under 18 years. 
 
Clancy rode in the 8-11yrs age group and 
was1st - Working Stock Horse; Champion 
Working Stock horse under 13 years and 1st - 
Junior Challenge under 13 years.  
 
Nicole  also rode in the 8-11yrs age group and 
was 2nd - Junior Challenge under 13 years; 3rd 
- Working Stock Horse and Hack. 
 
Upcoming dates: 
 1 December - Branxton Junior Campdraft 

and Sporting  
 8 December - Christmas Party. 
 
Happy riding. 
 

Tanya Ninness 
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UP COMING EVENTS 
Social club Xmas Party 
Saturday 29 December, 

dinner and drinks start at 
6pm followed by the band  

“Tickle me Chookskin”. 
Donations from all Social Club 

members for the Xmas Hamper 
raffle would be greatly 

appreciated. 
BOOK NOW FOR YOUR XMAS 

FUNCTION! 
Thursday  

4 Cricket Club meat raffles. 
Buy a ticket and get a free ticket 
in the “Grab the Queen of Hearts” 

jackpot game. Purchase any 
drinks and also receive a free 

ticket. Drawn between 6.30 and 
8.30pm Thursday nights. 
Jackpots $50 per week. 

$11 chicken schnitzel night, 
normal menu also available. 

GRAB THE QUEEN OF HEARTS 
$400 not won by Paul Lumby, 

jackpots to $450. 
Friday 

Social Club Ham Raffles 
Happy hours 5-7pm, 
PICK THE JOKER 

 $4,600 - was not claimed, 
jackpots to $4,700. 

Saturday 
Publican‟s punt did no good, 

on again next Saturday. 
Punters club J.R. did no good, 

Foo‟s bet next Saturday. 
Between 4.30pm and 6.30pm 

social club draw. Happy hour 3 to 
4pm, $2.80 middies  $3.90 
schooners. Mexican night 

assorted dishes plus $5 Coronas, 
main menu also available. 

Sunday 
 $12.50 roast, baked veg and 

gravy, normal menu also 
available. 
Tuesday 

$11 rump night, normal menu 
also available. 
Wednesday  

Between 4.30 and 6.30pm Social 
Club draw. $10 pasta night, 
normal menu also available. 

SOCIAL CLUB DRAWS 
Wednesday $200 was  won by 
#84 Richard Gibbons, Saturday 
$50 was not won by #95 Mark 

Kirkland, jackpots to $100 
Wednesday. 

Dining room open for lunch 7 
days a week, with 10 meals 

for $10 each. Dinner 7 nights 
with main menu and daily 
specials. Bar snacks every 

day 4.30pm. DVD‟s for hire. 
9kg gas bottles refilled for 

only $34.99. Bags of ice 
$3.50. 

BAR, BISTRO  
ACCOMMODATION  

PH 6548 2235 

NOVEMBER  

Thursday 22  Entries open for “On the Road” photo competition 

Saturday 24  Anglican Men‟s Breakfast - 7.30pm 

Sunday 25  Merriwa Senior Citizens Christmas Luncheon - 12 noon - RSL 

 Merriwa Golf 9 Hole “Chicken Run” - 7.45am 

 Producers Market - Merriwa Sports Club - 10am to 2pm 

 Chinese Smorgasbord Dinner - Merriwa Sports Club 

Wednesday 28  Merriwa Lady Bowlers Christmas Party 

 “Meet your new Mayor” meeting - Merriwa RSL - 6pm 

Thursday 29  Merriwa Pre-School Orientation Day 

Friday 30  Messy Church - Anglican Parish Hall - 3.30pm 

 Gummun Place Hostel Street Stall 

DECEMBER  

Saturday 1  Branxton Junior Campdraft and Sporting 

Sunday 2  Denman Farmers Market 

Thursday 6  Merriwa Christmas Street Party - 4.30 - 7.30pm 

Saturday 8  Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party with “Trevor Mac & 

Band” 

 Merriwa Pony Club Christmas Party 

 Cassilis Bowling Club Family Christmas Party 

Sunday 9  Merriwa Pony Club Christmas Party 

 Australian Cricket Masters 20/20 Match - Gulgong 

Monday 10  CWA Christmas Party - Plough Inn, Cassilis - 9am 

Saturday 15  RSL Club Christmas Social 

Sunday 16  Carols in the Park - Merriwa 

 Christmas Light Competition Judging Night 

Wednesday 19  Last Day of School for 2012 

Thursday 20  Last Merriwa Ringer for 2012 

Tuesday 25  Christmas Day 

Wednesday 26  Boxing Day - Public Holiday 

Saturday 29  Social Club Christmas Party - The Royal, Merriwa 

Monday 31  New Years Eve 

 Fancy Dress Party - Cassilis Bowling Club 

JANUARY  

Tuesday 1  New Years Day 

Saturday 26  Australia Day 

Monday 28  Australia Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 29  Student Free Day - Public Schools 

Wednesday 30  Students return for Term 1, 2013 


