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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The last week of term has been a busy one for
staff and students alike. Some of the activities
over the past week have included, Party Day at
primary, a primary rewards excursion to the
movies in Scone, a visit from Santa, Scripture
assembly, Infants presentation assembly, Year
6 Graduation Dinner, Year 10 Graduation
assembly, Christmas carols at the town street
party, SRC Disco, secondary rewards fun day,
and presentation night.
Presentation Night
Presentation night provided a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate the achievement of our
students. Thank you to the parents and friends
who attended the presentation, and to the
many community members who sponsored
prizes on the night. Thank you to our
presentation night organisers Mrs Brennand,
Mrs Meyer, Mrs Hegarty , Mrs Morgan, Miss
Whitley and Mrs Dorney.

Hill to fill a temporary vacancy. Thank you to
Miss Kristen Pringle who has relieved as
assistant principal this year, and to Mrs Tania
Ninness (HSIE) and Mr John Kaye (Maths) who
have filled temporary positions in secondary.
Thank you also to Lani Macgregor-Bardot,
Learning Support Officer, for her work
supporting students in secondary.
Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas holiday. I
look forward to seeing our students return
energized from a great summer break, ready to
embrace their studies in the 2011.
Merry Christmas
Darren Noonan
Principal

Staff Changes
A number of permanent and temporary staff will
be leaving us this week, and I would like to
thank them for their dedication to our students.
Miss Alexis Moore (PDHPE) is moving to the
coast, and will be replaced by Miss Alison King
from Boorowa Central School. Mrs Maureen
Harding stepped in this term to fill the
Agriculture vacancy, and will be replaced by a
permanent Agriculture teacher Mrs Lois
Harrison from Blayney High School. Mr Peter
Davidson (Science) will be on leave in Term 1
next year and will be replaced by Miss Lana
Wyatt who has been appointed for the year. Mr
Warren Coleman (Maths) has been appointed
and will join the mathematics faculty, and Mr
Mandeep Sarma (HSIE) joins us from Broken

Important Dates
DECEMBER

Thursday 16
Friday 17
JANUARY

Friday 28

Staff Development Day
Staff last day
2011

Monday 31

Staff return
School Development Day
Students return Yr 1 - 12

FEBRUARY
Tuesday 1

Kindergarten commences
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
K-6 SCRIPTURE ASSEMBLY
On Wednesday 8 December the Primary
Department held a Scripture Assembly and
morning tea for the Scripture teachers. The
students performed many songs which they had
practised and Year 6 were presented with
bibles. Every student worked together to make
the performance a success. After the assembly
the Scripture teachers came over to he new
Administration building to have morning tea
with the teachers. We would like to give the
Scripture teachers a huge, big, thank you for all
the support they have given the students of
Merriwa Central School this year. We would also
like to thank all the parents/caregivers who
attended the assembly.

participate in a treacherous horse race in
Mongolia. We were lucky enough to meet David
Paradice (Angus' Dad) and to be shown some
of the horse related gear, awards and medals
from Mongolia. Angus was also awarded the
2009 Australian Geographic Society Young
Adventurer of the Year.

K-2 VISIT TO THE HOSPITAL AND
GUMMUN PLACE

We all came away feeling inspired to "follow
our dreams" . All of us throughly enjoyed
watching this extraordinary and courageous
story.

Last Friday, 10 December K/1 and 1/2
performed some Christmas songs at the
hospital and at Gummun Place. We sang two Hi
-5 songs and some classic Christmas carols. All
who saw the performance said the children
sang beautifully. They also needed to remember
some very important ‘dance moves’ which they
all did with ease. We would like to thank both
places for allowing us to visit, the children all
really enjoyed themselves.
Kristen Pringle

EXCURSION NEWS
On Friday, 10 December, a group of Year 3/4,
Year 5 and Year 6 students travelled to Scone
to watch a film. Accompanied by Miss Willis and
I, under the care of our excellent driver, Ross,
we set off for Scone Grammar School. After a
warm welcome and a quick snack, we watched
the film "A Little Bit Mongolian".
An award winning film, having won
international accolades galore, it tells the story
of SGS student Angus Paradice and his quest to

Miss Willis and I were extremely proud to
accompany such a well mannered group of
children. Thank you all for being such a delight!
We are lucky to have been given some DVDs
of the film, so in the near future we hope to
give more students and their families a chance
to watch it.

Thanks to Scone Grammar School for the
invitation and to Merriwa Central School for
giving us this great opportunity.
Mrs Hagley

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
FOR NATIONAL CAPITAL EXCURSION
Some Year 4, 5 and 6 students recently
undertook an educational tour of the national
capital. While on this tour they participated in a
variety of educational programmes which
focused on Australia’s history, culture, heritage
and democracy.
The Australian Government recognises the
importance of all young Australians being able
to visit their National Capital as part of their
civics and citizenship education. To assist with
the cost of the excursion the Australian
Government contributes funding under the
Parliament and Civics Education Rebate
(PACER) programme toward the expenses of
the excursion.
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
We would like to thank the Australian
Government for their support of this
programme.
The activities that were undertaken included
visits to Parliament House, Old Parliament
House, The Australian War Memorial, The
National Electoral Education Centre, Questacon,
CSIRO, The National Capital Exhibition, The
National Gallery of Australia and The National
Film and Sound Archive.
The excursion was a rewarding experience for
all of the students, teachers and parents who
attended.
Miss Rebecca Pascoe
Year 5 Classroom Teacher

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Wishing you a safe and happy Festive Season!
From the Staff and Students of Merriwa Central
School
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
FAREWELL AND THANKYOU!

YEAR 6 GRADUATION

I would like to say a quick good bye and
thankyou to everyone for making my time
here at Merriwa Central School amazing.

Year 6 had a lovely Graduation Dinner at the
RSL followed by a disco with the secondary
children. The Yr 6 children partied the night
away, dancing to some old classics like Nutbush
and YMCA as well as new chart toppers. It was
lovely to see how these children have grown
and matured over the 12 months I have taught
them. They are a wonderful bunch of children
who are ready to take on the exciting
challenges of Secondary.

I have had a great time here and have learnt
a lot!
The town has been highly supportive with my
role at the school and I’m very appreciative
for that.
I have been lucky enough to work within a
fantastic team of teachers and have had
endless support and guidance from my
leaders. I honestly believe that I will never be
lucky enough again to teach such a
wonderful, friendly group of students, whom I
will miss very much.

A big thanks to the P and C for providing the
Graduation cake. The children wanted
chocolate, chocolate and more chocolate and
that’s what they got!
Thank you to Leslie Constable for making this
great cake.

I would especially like to thank my Year 8
students who gave me an unforgettable
farewell. You have been an interesting,
demanding, energetic group who have
achieved success in more ways than one!
I wish everyone a safe and happy Christmas
and I hope you all take care in the future!
Thankyou and farewell

Alexis Moore
PDHPE teacher
of Merriwa Central School
(4/2008 – 12/2010)

REMINDER
This will be the last issue for 2010
The next issue will be Thursday, 3
February, 2011
The deadline will be Monday
Noon, 31 January
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 16 December 2010
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
NRMA SKILLS DAY
Last Tuesday, 7 December, 2010, Years 9-12
at Merriwa Central School partook in a NRMA
skills day.
The day included car maintenance and
information regarding car registration and car
insurance. The students also were informed
about the processes of gaining a licence and
the penalties that they can incur if they are to
drive unsafely on the road.
It was an extremely hands on experience,
which took place at the Merriwa NRMA
garage and at our school library. The
students learnt how to check and change oil,
check the car’s water, we also learnt how to
change a tyre! The NRMA team that came on
board to teach our students were highly
knowledgeable and were great teachers. This
day was such a worthwhile opportunity for all
students who either have their licence or are
in the process of gaining it.
Thankyou so much to the NRMA team for
coming up from Newcastle to present such a
fantastic, necessary day. I would also like to
thank Megan Richards who helped me get in
contact with the NRMA team in the first place.
Alexis Moore
PDHPE teacher
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Name:
Year Group:
Favourite Subject:
Favourite pastime:
Dream Career:
Best school experience:
Best personal achievement:
Advice on how to stay Confident:

Connor Constable
7
Maths
Drawing
Mechanic/PE Teacher
Top marks in Maths
Newcastle sevens tournament
Never give up

ROAR Athlete Profile

Name:
Tom McAlister
Year Group:
7
Favourite Subject:
PE
Favourite sport:
Footy
Favourite team:
Newcastle Knights
Favourite player:
Andrew Johns
Best personal sporting achievement: Winning “I love my footy” award
Advice to young players:
Don’t give up
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Presentation Night
What a fabulous night was held on Wednesday
night 8 December for our Presentation Night.
Congratulations to all our students for their
great efforts on the night and throughout the
year.
Our awardees, and their awards were:
Lauren Corr
Being a quiet achiever
Homework award
Scripture award
Priya Singh
Settling well into our new school
Homework award
Scripture award
James Bibby
Improved involvement in PE activities
Homework award
Scripture award
Heath Schmidt
Improved participation in classroom discussions
Scripture award
Charlotte Mason
Participating well in Creative and Practical Arts
Scripture award
Bonny Morton
Conscientious application in all Key Learning
Areas
Homework award
Scripture award

Summer Singh
Settling well into our school
Homework award
Scripture award
Angus Morton
Wonderful improvement in Literacy.
Scripture award
Brady Nairne
Excellence in English
Conscientious effort in all areas
Excellence in Home reading
Homework award
Scripture award
Thomas Nash
Excellence in Science and Technology
Improved fluency and comprehension skills
Homework award
Scripture award
Tarnisha Winsor
Improvement and application in all areas
Homework award
Scripture award
Taine Nash
Excellence in Human Society
Environment
Effort and application in all areas
Homework award
Scripture award

and

Its

Kiera Dowler
Conscientious effort in all Key Learning Areas
Scripture award

Shianne Mason
Excellence in Mathematics
Improvement in all written tasks
Scripture award

Debra Schmidt
Taking a more positive approach to school
activities
Scripture award

Sarah Nairne
Excellence in Library
Positive attitude toward classroom activities
Excellence home reading
Homework award
Scripture award

Mathew Haydon
Excellence in Personal Development, Health and
Physical Education
Consistent effort in all Key Learning Areas
Scripture award

Dayna Schmidt
Improvement in reading and comprehension
skills
Scripture award

Corey Nairne
Excellence in English
Achievement in all areas
Homework award
Scripture award
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Abbey Haydon
Great production of her digital story telling
Scripture award
Loclain Schmidt
Excellence in maths
Excellence in fulfilling his school captaincy role
Scripture award
Our CWA Citizenship Awardees were Corey
Nairne (Senior) and Sarah Nairne (Junior).
Thank you to Mrs Wendy Rathbone and Mrs
Hilary Parker for representing the local CWA
Branch and making the presentations.
A special thank you to our invited guests - Mr
Zach Whale, our Guest Speaker, Mr Bill
Reynolds (Merriwa Rotary), Mrs Deidre Peebles
(Upper Hunter Shire Council), Mrs Helen Whale
(Principal, St Joseph’s School, Merriwa) and
Rev. Mandy Wheatley.
The night could not have happened, never-theless been so successful, without the efforts and
support of all our school staff, our parents and
our local community. Thank you one and all for
your contributions and involvement to make our
night happen.
Congratulations to our new captains for next
year:
Corey Nairne - School Captain
Debra Schmidt – School Vice Captain
Mathew Haydon – Sports Captain
Kiera Dowler – Sports Vice Captain
Raffle
Congratulations to Denise Day, the winner of
our school raffle drawn on Presentation Night.
Thank you to all the parents who supplied
goods to fill our hamper, and to all the
community for supporting the school by buying
tickets. We raised over $270 for the raffle.
Thank You
Thank you to all the students and parents who
joined us on Thursday afternoon in Merriwa for
the Carol Singing as part of the Merriwa Street
Party. It was wonderful to have so many
students singing together from the three local
schools, with staff and parents supporting the
students with their joyful voices.
Nitbusters/Crazy Hair Day
On Thursday afternoon we held our last

Nitbusters session at school for 2010. There
were some extraordinary hair styles and colours
as a result. Thank you to all the families
supporting this very important activity. It is
wonderful to have our families involved.
Student Christmas Party
Our student Christmas Party was on today at
lunchtime. If you have not yet sent it in, could
all families please send in $4.00 per school child
in their family to cover the costs. Mrs Leman
happily purchased the foodstuffs for the party
on our behalf which were enjoyed thoroughly
by all.
Carols by Candlelight
This year’s Cassilis Carols by Candlelight will be
on Tuesday 21 December at 7pm in the
Community Hall. Please come along and join in
the carol singing with your family. These
occasions are always a really enjoyable way of
setting the mood for Christmas. Wishing
everyone a very Merry Christmas, and a safe
and relaxing holiday. Remember that students
return to school on Monday 31 January, 2011.
Ross Craven JP
Principal
K-2 News
Drama Workshop
Last Tuesday and Wednesday, students
participated in a Drama Workshop in order to
create a dance to perform on Presentation
Night on Wednesday night. Students learnt the
German schuhplattling dance which consists of
slapping the body and shoes in a fixed pattern.
For the performance students also practised
some strong man acts to perform on the night
and learnt the German words for good day
(‘Guten Tag’) and goodbye (‘Auf Wiedersehen’).
Students enjoyed the workshop and the
performance was terrific on the night. Great
work everyone!
Presentation Night
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone for coming and sharing our Annual
Presentation Night with us last Wednesday. It
was great to see you all there supporting our
fantastic children. Thank you. Congratulations
to all the children on making the night so
successful. Well done on the awards you
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
received and the super effort you put into
dancing the Schuhplattling. We both feel very
lucky and blessed to be working with such
wonderful
and
talented
children.
Congratulations!
Human Society and its Environment
Last week in Human Society and its
Environment, students continued their unit on
Christmas around the World by creating
Christmas decorations that are significant to
different countries. Students created Christmas
lanterns that are used to decorate trees in
China, decorations of La Befana, an old woman
on a broomstick, who delivers gifts to children
throughout Italy. Students also created
decorations of Christmas trees, a tradition
which started in Germany in the 16th century.

Our CWA Guests

Thank you
We must once again take the opportunity to
thank all the parents and community members
for their help and support of our wonderful
children and school throughout the year. We
really do appreciate everything that you do and
our school would not be the same without your
continued support. Thank you and we look
forward to working with you next year! Finally,
we hope everyone has a Very Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year. Stay safe in the holidays
and we look very forward to seeing you in the
New Year
Liz Leman & Katrina Hodgson,
K-2 Classroom Teachers

Senior Prize Recipients

Photo Gallery

2011 Captains

Nuttin’ For Christmas
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ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
On behalf of the staff of St Joseph’s Primary
School I would like to wish you all a safe and
happy Christmas. May God’s special love touch
each of you this Christmas so that your hearts
will be filled with hope and love in the New
Year.
It has been a very hectic rush to the end of the
year and I congratulate all parents for your
ongoing support and participation in school
events right up to the last day. Well done.
School will start back again on Monday 31
January. The teachers will be back on the
Friday before.
Annual New Year working bee will be held on
Saturday 29 January between 9am and 12noon.
This will be followed by a sausage sizzle get
together for the family. There will be gardening
and setting up of the new classrooms on the
agenda. Many hands will make it much more
fun and efficient. Children are always welcome.
Come along and give a hand to help and you
can also do any last minute uniform shopping!!

haven’t done so yet. If you do not have the
internet you can write any feedback you have
about the event and send it in to school.
Thanks also to Megan Moore and Bronwyn
Redgate who came down to see if we needed a
hand at the hall before the Presentation night.
It is a big job getting everything down there
and setting up. Thank you also to Maria
Cameron who very generously cooked and
served supper for the CSO visitors who came to
join us on the evening. Mr Collins and Mr Quinn
were very impressed by the country hospitality.
Wet weather always makes swimming carnival
dates a bit worrisome. Last Friday was no
exception. Thank you for your understanding in
this matter. The children were very happy to
get a free sausage sandwich on the day
anyway. Thank you to Karin Brazier, Kellie
Cropper and Megan Moore for coming up and
volunteering to do the BBQ. Thanks also to
David Redgate and Roger Moore for their
furniture removal skills at the same time. It is
great to have a volunteer for those jobs we just
can’t manage on our own.

Uniform shop will be open on 29 January from
9am – 12noon. Thank you Bronwyn for your
generosity in time and effort for the clothing
pool.
Australia Day celebrations are being held on the
26 January at the RSL club. The children have
been asked to sing the National Anthem on the
day. If you are able please bring your children
down to the RSL club at 10.50am. The teachers
will organise them for the anthem.
Thank you to the parents who have completed
the on-line survey about the presentation
evening. There is still time to complete it if you

HOME LOANS
With access to over 22 home loan providers,
let us find the loan that is right for you.

INSURANCE
With access to many of Australia’s top
insurance companies, why not ask as for a
quote today

COMMERCIAL FINANCE
Trucks, tractors, excavators or finance for
the farm – Talk to us today

6548 2651
92 Bettington St, Merriwa
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Bailey Telfer, Clancy Moore and Kasey Cassar
enjoying the pleasures of teamwork as they
construct primitive shelters from palm fronds.
Awards
Congratulations to all students for their effort
and achievements throughout the year, which
were recognised at last week’s presentation
night. We especially congratulate the following
students who received major whole school
awards:
Literacy Award – Hamish Cameron
Citizenship Award – Lauren Redgate
Sportsperson of the Year – Jacob Medd
Academic Achievement – Jacob Medd
Tom Rawlinson Memorial
‘Actions Not Words’ –
Brydie Moore
Energy Australia Science
Award – Luke Cronin
Energy
Australia
Mathematics Award –
Brydie Moore
Energy
Australia
Environmental Studies
Award – Oliver Towell
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION
Christmas Celebrations at Pre-School
It was lovely to have families with us last week
and this week to celebrate the end of the year
with the children. It’s always a surprise at
concerts….you just never know what the
children will do or say. Here we see some of our
children singing the Animal Christmas song.
Though it took a while, everyone was very
pleased to have a turn. We had some real
performers in the older groups!

At the conclusion of the concert, children took a
moment to share their excitement with their
important people. How special to have both
parents and Grandparents involved in the fun!
It’s very special to us to see the interest and
admiration as adults share a snapshot of their
child’s Pre-school life, looking through their
Portfolio. Staff always appreciates the positive
comments and thanks from parents in relation
to Portfolios. It makes it all worthwhile. Thanks
to those parents who went out of their way to
acknowledge and thank us for them. We know
you’ll treasure these memories, and enjoy them
as much as we did creating them! Why not take
them along to Kinder next year to show to your
new teacher?

The Penguin Dance was a real favourite with
the children.

We hope all our visitors learned a new joke or
two!
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION
Josie admires
her
own
Porfolio, and I
noticed Olivia
kept the ribbon
from her gift,
tucking it safely
inside
hers
which
she
grasped to her
chest, carrying
about her own
p e r s o n a l
treasure
for
quite
some
time.
How great for the children to have Dads
participating in this special event. The children
are just proud of their work, and love to share
stories about themselves.

Later in the day,
we were all so
surprised to see
S a n ta
a r r i vi ng
in……you’ll
never
guess…… a side
car! How exciting!
Thank you Santa,
and a special thanks you also to Mr Redgate.
Many thanks to
all our hard
working Mums
and Grandmas
in the kitchen,
organising
transport
for
Santa, and a
number
of
parents who assisted with food, lollies,
wrapping gifts, and of course cleaning up. We
really appreciate your involvement.
The Staff and Committee of the Merriwa Preschool and Merriwa Activity Centre would like to
acknowledge the wonderful ongoing support we
receive from the entire Community of Merriwa.
We, like the schools, appreciate donations that
have been made to us throughout the year,
parental assistance, as well as the general
interest many people show in our important
Community based children’s services.
How
lovely for so many people (regardless if they
themselves have children attending or not) to
have a sense of ownership, involvement and
belonging to the most important people in our
town……our children.
Thank you and Merry Christmas.
Staff of Merriwa Pre-school
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE
After School and Vacation Care
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds
Our Christmas party was a huge success. We
had 14 children in attendance and we all had
so much fun. The staff gave the children a
special mug filled with goodies as a thankyou
for being such a wonderful group. The mugs
were very beautifully decorated by staff
members and filled with lots of goodies.

sleeves – not sleeveless please) and, when
outdoors, a hat. This is purely for your child’s
wellbeing.
Even though the vacation care program does
not have specific days marked, we may make
the decision to go to the pool. Of course this will
depend on the weather and staff to children
ratios but it would be an idea to send a bag with
swimmers, hat, sun shirt, towel and spare
cloths. Also if they require a floatation device,
please ensure they have it with them.
We may not get to the pool every day but we
might use the sprinklers at the centre to help us
cool down.
Pupil Free Days
Don’t forget Friday 28 January is a pupil free
day. The centre will be open from 8.30am.

Vacation Care
Just a reminder to please send morning tea,
lunch, a drink bottle with your child each day.
We will supply afternoon tea and extra water
will be freely available.
In keeping with our sun safe policy we require
children to wear shirts with sleeves (short

Thank you and Merry Christmas
We would like to acknowledge a few people who
have supported us throughout the year. Thank
you to the children and parents for supporting
MAC, without you there wouldn’t be an activity
centre.
To the wonderful staff who make the centre run
so smoothly. You are a very dedicated and
capable group of ladies.
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE
After School and Vacation Care
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds
Thank you to the hardworking committee. You
give up your precious time to ensure both
centres run to the highest of standards.

To the wonderful parents who have mowed and
performed maintenance around the centre,
thank you.

Kay Taylor who has been our wonderful back
up on Mondays. We truly appreciate you being
on stand by if needed.

If we have forgotten anyone, we do apologise
but please remember we are very grateful to
everyone that has contributed in any way,
shape or form. Without you the centre would
not be the happy, enjoyable place that it is for
your children to come to.

To all the Preschool staff who we have a close
working relationship with. It is all about the
children, it doesn’t matter which centre they are
attending and are there for each other.
Thank you Justine Whitney for the help that you
have given, particularly at vacation care times.
To the schools for being so obliging and to the
business houses in Merriwa who have
supported us in so many ways, either with
donations or allowing us to put signs in their
windows etc.
To community members who have donated
craft items, food, plants – even manure for the
garden!!
Mark at the town library, always a great place
to visit.

We wish everyone a Happy and Safe Holiday
and a Healthy, Prosperous New Year.
Our first day of vacation care is Tuesday 4
January. See you in 2011.
Activity Centre CRN (Afterschool Care) is
55501702K and Vacation Care is 55501408J.
There is also the potential for working mothers
to receive up to 50% of the fees outlaid back in
their tax returns.
Did you know your child can attend MAC for as
little as $3 per session? Contact Centrelink to
find out your child care benefit (CCB).
See you next year,
Jill, Julie and Staff
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ANGLICAN NEWS
Christmas Services
 Christmas Eve:

Children’s
Service at Holy Trinity 6pm
 Midnight Eucharist 11.30pm
 Christmas Day:
St
Columba’s Cassilis 8am, Holy Trinity Merriwa
10am
 Sunday 26:
Holy Trinity 9am
Morning Prayer
There will be no church Service in Cassilis.

Advent

There are now 3 candles lit on the Advent
wreath, for Joy, Hope and Peace. This Sunday
19 December, the 4th and final candle which is
for Love will be lit. Advent is when we prepare
to welcome the Christ Child into our hearts and
homes at Christmas. Please come and join us
as we journey through this wonderful season.

Carols in the Park

Please come along and bring your singing voice
and a rug or chairs to Apex Park on Sunday
evening 19 December, for Carols in the Park,
commencing at 7pm.

Eucharist at Gummun Place

A special Christmas Eucharist will be held at
Gummun Place on Friday 24 December
(Christmas Eve) at 10.30am. The Friday 10am
congregation will join with those at Gummun
Place and anyone who would like to come along

as well. Everyone is invited so please join our
senior citizens at this joyous time as we
celebrate with music and reflections the birth of
our Lord.

A Message for Christmas

It was the night before Christmas and Mary and
Joe, Had traveled all day and had no place to
go. The clerk at the inn said, “I’m sorry we’re
booked. There must be some place you haven’t
looked.”
It was the night before Christmas. No one
seemed to care, That Joseph and Mary, even
were there. They found an old stable and Mary
was glad. It seemed the best thing the inn
keeper had.
It was the night before Christmas. At Gabriel’s
command, The choir of heaven departed as
planned.“We’ll make the announcements and
then while they gaze, We’ll sing our carols of
worship and praise.”
It was the night before Christmas, the cattle
were still. The cry of that baby gave Mary a
thrill. The angels delivered their message to
men. They seemed so excited, they sang it
again.
It was the night before Christmas when God
sent to earth, The world’s greatest present. It
was Jesus’ birth. Wrapped in a blanket and
sleeping on hay, God became man, on that first
Christmas Day.

Events for this Week

Friday 17 December 10am Eucharist at Holy
Trinity
Sunday 19 December 9am Eucharist at Holy
Trinity

Please come and join us.
Jean Keeping
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REMINDER

CASUAL PACKAGING
WORK AVAILABLE

This is the
final issue
until February 3, 2011.

BEFORE AND AFTER
XMAS

MERRY CHRISTMAS

HUNTER VALLEY
HERB FARM
Phone John Penninger
on 0407 001 583

WANTED
Old Trampoline
Frames
Frames Only
2m x 2m
Ph 0418 748 880

PLEASE NOTE
If you are sending in articles or
advertisements by email and you do not
receive an acknowledgement of receipt
from the Merriwa Ringer, please contact us
by telephone to follow it up, as we may not
have received the email. Thank you

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
www.jtsrealty.com.au
Muswellbrook NSW 2333
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
Ph: 6541 5331 Fax: 6541 0330
Lots 6-11 Vennacher Street Merriwa
From $45,000
These are 5 great blocks as they are 1/2 acre and flat for easy building.
They present excellent views of the river and mountains beyond and are
easy walking distance to the main street and shops. One of these blocks is
large with 2,000 sqm for $69,000. This would be an ideal place for you to
build your dream home.
34 William Street Merriwa
$27,5000
This 6 year old home with four good sized bedrooms, the main with
Ensuite and walk in robe and other bedrooms with built ins. The lounge
and family room are both large in an open living plan. The kitchen and
dining area are tiled with reverse cycle air conditioning. The galley kitchen
has a dishwasher and breakfast bar. There is a nice yard and you'll have all
the storage needed with the double garage and garden shed. This is a
lovely home, so book your inspection today!
32 Collins Street Merriwa
$270,000
This is a modern brick and tile house in a new subdision. Make this your
home with 3 big bedrooms all with built in robes and ceiling fans. Open
plan lounge/dining area with RC A/C. The kitchen is in very good condition
with an electric oven and cook top. The yard is fully fenced with a double
drive through garage. There is a covered entertainment area which is a
nice place to sit back and relax or have a barbeque.
8 John Street Merriwa
$220,000
Situated on a huge 1745sqm block, there a 3 big bedrooms plus a 4th
smaller bedroom 2 of which have built-in robes. There are 2 living areas,
the lounge with reverse cycle air con & a combustion fire. The kitchen is in
excellent condition. The bathroom has also been modernized. There is a
carport & garden shed for storage. This would make an ideal family home
& is well worth an inspection
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MERRIWA PHARMACY
Common sense cancer prevention
It took almost half a century for the health risks
of cigarette smoking to be widely recognised.
Sadly, some young people, especially young
women, still take up smoking – probably
because of peer pressure and issues related to
low self esteem. Older smokers, who remain
smokers, almost certainly do so because of
nicotine addiction.
It appears that many Australians are also
addicted to another form of high risk behaviour
– that is: excess exposure to the sun.
Despite strange weather patterns right around
Australia, the calendar tells us summer has
arrived. So it’s about now that, on a personal
level, greater areas of skin get displayed.
Whilst this is an understandable response to
high temperature and high humidity, there are
some common sense precautions we need to
take.
Remember the adverse effects of sunlight on
the skin are cumulative. The damage on and
beneath the skin is building up, even without
burning.
Research undertaken by the Cancer Council and
the Australian Department of Health and Ageing
shows that it’s not just the day, or even several
days, at the beach that causes the most sun
damage to our skin. The many days spent
involved with everyday activities, without
adequate protection from the sun, might be
even more dangerous. And with most states in
Australia now “saving daylight”, there is the
possibility we will have more usable leisure time
in the sunshine.
If you definitely want your skin to look darker,
using a solarium should definitely not be an
option. It’s quite clear now that solarium tans
are not safe tans. As well as causing immediate

skin and eye damage, the UV radiation from
solariums can markedly increase your risk of
skin cancer.
Whatever they are called –
solariums, tanning beds, sun-beds or sunlamps
– these artificial generators of UV rays are just
man-made cancer factories.
Solariums are sometimes advertised as a way to
“pre-tan” in anticipation of the hotter weather
to come, and so protect your skin from the sun.
In fact, tanning without burning can still cause
skin damage, premature skin ageing and skin
cancer.
In Victoria, solarium operators must not allow
people under 18 years of age or anyone with
very fair skin to use the solarium. In NSW,
from August next year, the age restriction will
apply to anyone under 30. In reality, there is
no age when the use of a solarium is safe.
Cancer Council Australia and the Australasian
College of Dermatologists do not support
tanning in solariums under any circumstances.
Interestingly, in Brazil, considered by some to
be the sun lovers’ capital of the world,
solariums are banned completely.
In any event, tanned skin is not healthy skin.
Be proud of your natural skin colour. If you
must have a tan, a fake tan is the best option.
There are a number of products your
pharmacist can recommend which offer a much
safer alternative to the sun-induced or solariuminduced variety. But, remember, the colour
from a fake tan does not provide protection
against UV radiation. And fake tan products
that contain a sunscreen only provide protection
for a few hours after application – not for the
duration of the tan.
You can get more advice and a Sense in the
Sun fact card on how to stay sun smart this
summer, from Merriwa Pharmacy.

The Pharmacy trading hours for the Christmas
and New Year’s period are displayed in the
window of the pharmacy. We will be closed for
the public holidays excluding Boxing Day when
we will be open from 11am-12pm.
Keep an eye on our front window for sizzling
hot specials over the holiday period.
Season’s greetings
Pharmacy.

from

all

at

Merriwa

Robert Smith
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COMMUNITY MUTUAL
Wow! Another year over, how quickly they
go…this year saw a lot of changes with
Hunter Mutual, it has been out with the old
and in with a whole lot of new. The merger
with the Community Mutual Group this year
bought with it a whole lot of new products
and services, if you have not yet had the time
to discuss these with us, then you maybe
missing out, so give us a call or call in and
talk to us today.
We would like to thank our members for your
continued support through out 2010, and we
would like to wish our members and the
Merriwa Community a happy and safe
Christmas and we look forward a great 2011.

Over the Christmas period will be closed on the
following days:
Monday 27 December
Tuesday 28 December
Monday 3 January
Wednesday 26 January
Don’t forget the Branch is now open again from
9am to 5pm Monday to Friday providing
personal banking from local staff who care, call
in or give us a call, on 6548 2651
Have a Merry Christmas and stay safe
Fiona, Kylie, Trudie

COOLAH AUTO SMASH
& MECHANICAL
ABN 86 058 823 162

Also known as Valley Motors Coolah

Owned and Operated by Steve & Vicki Billett

Quality Guaranteed Service

SMASH REPAIRS -FUSS FREE
with Fully Qualified Tradesman you can trust
Latest Technology and Equipment
Plastic Welding
Windscreen Installation.
Diagnostic services
On Line Quoting System ‐ Quality Products

Number 1 Choice In Smash Repairs
Over 30 years experience in the industry
18 years in Coolah Merriwa area

Ph: 6377 1192
29 Binnia Street, Coolah
valleymotorscoolah@bigpond.com
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MERRIWA POST OFFICE
More than just a Post Office!
Christmas Closing
Merriwa PO will be closed for the holiday period
as follows:
24 December – Closed from 2.30pm onwards.
Saturday 25 to Tuesday 28 December, closed.
Friday 31 December, Australia Post holiday,
closed.
Mon. 3 January, closed.
Thank you to all our customers for your honesty
and friendly spirits throughout 2010. We wish
you a joyous Christmas and a safe, healthy and
happy 2011.
More Present Ideas
Yates Garden Guide. The gardeners bible!
Australia’s best selling practical gardening book,
now in it’s 42nd edition. Essential for any
gardener. $29.99
Multi-purpose tool set. Seventeen decent quality
tools in vibrant colours in HD PVC case. Only
$19.99.
ABC Delicious Book Pack. Two big and beautiful
books, Faking It and Quick-Smart-Cook for the
price that others charge for one book! $39.99.
Binoculars, 10x25. Compact and ideal for travel
or keep handy in your glove box. With 25mm
ruby coated anti-glare lens and HD case for only
$19.99.
Large Magnifier with light. Smart looking 108
mm with LED light. Ideal for the sight
disadvantaged or for checking small print in
poor lighting. $9.99.
Pizza Modo Mia Pack. Get serious about home
baked Pizza’s! Professional, generous 13 inch
diameter natural clay baking stone with
chromed carry rack. Also includes great Pizza
book by world champion John Lanzafame.
$39.99 for the lot.

A mobile phone at give-away price! These two
are not on the NextG network but will work fine
in all but away from towns. Motorola W181 is a
steal at $29 and the Samsung E2210L flip
phone a bargain at $35.
Go onto the Telstra Long Life plan and a $30
charge will last up to 6 months. Great for
emergency phones but be quick at these
prices.
Wrapping presents? Use decent tape to hold
things together. Our best buy Packaging Tape
with dispenser 48mm x 20M long is only $2.
For business and for lots of wrapping get
serious with our Pro Tape Dispenser as used in
PO. Low noise unit of steel and heavy plastic
construction, the pack includes 2 x 48mm x 50
rolls tough packaging tape. Only $19.95 the lot.
New Telstra T-Hub
You’ve seen it advertised and now we have the
Pre-Paid version for only $299. Both a fully
featured mobile phone and a 7 inch touch
screen computer it’s the latest in information/
communication ideas. Come and feel our
sample!
Please Pick Up!
We have many items out the back of the PO
that are saved or on lay-bye for customers. Are
you one of them? Please pick-up in good time
for Christmas or we will have to ring you in the
final week.
Computer Modem
Want to wirelessly connect to Internet with two
or more computers? Maybe your Modem has
given up the ghost and you have no computer
connection with the outside world. It’s
happened to me twice in six years. We have
the D-Link Wireless Modem Router for only
$99. Has built-in firewall and wireless G
technology plus ADSL2 technology if required.
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With this you can simply connect with wires to
your computer or set up a wireless home
network.
New next G Mobiles
A new range of value packed pre-paid mobile
phones is now in stock in time for Christmas.
Check out below but remember this is only part
of our range which includes the usual best
sellers such as the Samsung Preston Touch
phone for $145.
Telstra LG GU290f. Stylish Slider with big
buttons for easy dialling. Has 1.3 MPx camera,
allows video calls, MP3 player, Bluetooth and
speaker phone for only $97.
Telstra Bubble Touch in black or white. Full
colour touch screen for only $97! Has 3Mpx
camera, allows video calls, MP3 player, FM
radio, Bluetooth and speakerphone.

Telstra Glide in red or black. Slide out qwerty
keyboard & touch screen. 3 MPX camera, video
calls, MP3 player, FM radio, Bluetooth for $129.
Telstra Nokia 6700 Stylish Slider. Slim
aluminium case. 5Mpx camera & video with LED
flash, autofocus & Carl Zeiss optics. SD card
2GB included. MP3 player, FM radio &
Bluetooth. $195.
Nokia C5 with GPS! Also has 3.2 Mpx camera
with video & flash, MP3 player, FM radio, Micro
SD card slot, Bluetooth & Speakerphone. $195.
Postmasters thought for the week:
Life is what happens when you’re busy making
other plans
John Lennon
Mel & Kerry Anne
with Colleen & Mrs Keirra Hourn

Contact Jack 0429 482 075 or Patrick 0417 462 767

Summer Sale
Concrete Blocks - 1m x 1m x 1m - $44.00
Interlocking Concrete Blocks - .5m x .5m x 1 m - $22.00
These are great for retaining walls, stabilised creek crossings, grain bunkers
etc








Top Soil, Beach Sand, Washed River Sand, Fill Sand and Lawn Sand
Aggregates - from 5mm to 150mm decorative, natural and road base
Drainage Aggregate
Mulch - Forest blend - Just $30/mtr. Great for adding nutrients and
preventing moisture loss.

Thanks to our customers for your support and best wishes for the
season, Congratulation to the Classic group for completing the
Energy Australia Depot upgrade. Thanks for the opportunity to
provide our services.
Go the Eels!
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 16 December 2010

Page 23

NSW FIRE BRIGADE

MERRIWA SURGERY
On behalf if myself, my family and the staff at
Merriwa Surgery, we would like to thank the
Merriwa Community and surrounding
communities for their support in 2010. We
would also like to wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year.
My family and I will be visiting our families in
Egypt during January 2011. We have not seen
then for 7 years, our last visit was in 2003 and
we are very excited about seeing them again.
The Surgery will be open until 28 December
and will re-open on 2 February, 2011. We are
currently trying to source a Locum for the time
we will be away. Unfortunately, no good news
to date. We will advise our patients of any
change as soon as possible
Again wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year and of course Good Health.
Dr Salama

All members of the Merriwa NSW Fire Brigade
would like to congratulate Dave Redgate on
becoming our next Captain. Dave has been a
keen member of the brigade for 5 years, and
has been Engine Keeper for much of that time.
I am sure that Dave's keen approach to his
Fire Brigade duties will inspire current and
future members to continue their commitment
to this important service.
On the same note, I would like to thank Geoff
Eyre for his many years of commitment to the
NSW Fire Brigade and his years as Captain.
Geoff has a wonderful knowledge of the
Brigade, and we are thankful that although he
has stepped down as Captain, he remains a
keen member of the Brigade.
We have had some positive results from our
campaigning for new recruits, with 2 local
gentlemen half way through the application
process. However we do still have a number of
positions still available, so if you are keen to
become part of a great team, learn useful new
skills, and help the community, then please
consider joining us here at the NSW Fire
Brigade.
We are very lucky in Merriwa to have such a
wonderful band of people in all our emergency
services. We have regular local Emergency
Services' meetings, in which we discuss recent
incidents and try to work out the best ways to
deal with any problems that may have
occurred. All members of all services are
willing to help each other and work efficiently
and effectively which is ultimately a great
benefit to everyone in the community.
On behalf of everyone in the Emergency
services, I would like to wish you all a Happy
and safe Christmas.
Dep Captain Annie Rodgers
Tel 0408 482778
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TRINITY MARKETS
Welcome to our readers for the last time in
2010! We wish you a Christmas blessed with
everything that is good, and a happy, healthy
holiday.
Opening Hours - Over Christmas/New Year,
Trinity Markets will close on Saturday December
25, and open again on Wednesday December
29. The shop will also be closed on New Year’s
Day (Saturday January 1) and re-open on
Tuesday January 4.

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who has
worked so hard this year to make our little op
shop such a pleasure to visit, and to work in.
Who knows what good things we can achieve
in 2011?
It’s always exciting to visit Trinity Markets and
“Dress for Less”!
See you there in the New Year,
The Volunteers

Do you need any little last-minute presents that
don’t cost an arm and a leg? Drop in to Trinity
Markets and check out our nick-nacks, vases,
books, all sorts of interesting little items. You
never know what you’ll find!

Real Estate
Larissa Hunt 6548 2122 or 0429 412 772

34 & 36 Collins Street

$40,000 each

Located in the new land release in Merriwa, build your dream home on one of
two residential blocks, and enjoy stunning town and rural views while being
only minutes to the main street. The blocks are east facing and will capture the
morning sun, offing great views of the valley. The blocks are fully serviced and
are ready to be built on.

34 Collins Street
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 16 December 2010
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DR STOKES
We will be away for the following times. The
surgery will be closed from Monday 3 January
2011 and we will reopen on Monday 17 January
2011. I will be back to work on Tuesday 18
January 2011.
We will also be closed on Friday 24 December
2010 and will reopen on Wednesday 29
December 2010.
Happy Christmas everyone and I hope many of
you will be inspired to make good New Years
resolutions as far as your health is concerned.
This includes your brain health. One of the
most interesting books I read during my recent
travels was one called “The Brain that Changes”
by Doidge.
It discusses a concept called

neuroplasticity which is the ability of the brain
to adjust to all sorts of assaults, including
aging.
There is very good evidence that specific
exercises, for example, can help to counteract
dementia and the other less drastic problems
with brain function that we all tend to get as we
get older. It also shows that we are capable of
altering entrenched patterns of thinking and
acting. This means that any habits we have
which are not helpful can be changed.
If you are interested, Google neuroplasticity and
you will find websites which offer exercise
programmes.
Most of our weight loss programme people have
done very well. Remember we are happy to
continue weigh ins for anyone who needs them.
We have an Antenatal Clinic every Thursday to
assist anyone who is having difficulty travelling
to Muswellbrook, Scone, Mudgee or Newcastle
for their regular appointments. We also have an
immunisation clinic on Thursdays. Appointments
can be made by phoning Carol on 65325013.
Dr Bronwyn Stokes
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Position Vacant

CASUAL NRMA
PATROL PERSON

2nd or 3rd YEAR
MOTOR MECHANIC
Our busy workshop has a
full time position
available for a mechanic
who will need to:

Work

well in a team
environment

Self motivated
Current drivers licence
Neat appearance
Please email resume &
references to
crosscountrymerriwa@big
pond.com, PO Box 37
MERRIWA NSW 2329 or
drop into 167 Bettington
Street MERRIWA.
Applications close
Wednesday 15 December
2010. Further enquiries
to 02 6548 2106.

We currently have a
casual patrol position
vacant. The successful
applicant will have to
have:
Mechanical background
Current drivers licence
Neat appearance
Able to work on call
weekends & after hours
week days on a roster
system
Please email resume &
references
to
crosscountrymerriwa@bigp
ond.com,
PO Box 37
MERRIWA NSW 2329 or
drop into 167 Bettington
Street MERRIWA.
Applications
close
Wednesday 15 December
2010.
Further enquiries to 6548
2106 (office hours).

Return to Twilight
Mufti Bowls at the
Sports Club Merriwa
Twilight Mufti Bowls commence early
January
Enter a team for 10 ends of triples
over 4 Fridays
Winners prize each week and the
two leading teams play off for the
major prize.
A team can only have one registered
bowler and may have up to 2
substitutes over the 4 weeks.
Play to commence between 6:00pm
and 6:30pm
Cost $5 per player per week

G M Lle w e lyn & Co M e rriw a
Real E sta te, Sto ck & S tation A g en ts

AUCTION
117 Bettington St Merriwa
“Girl Guides Hall”
Saturday 18 December 2010
ON-SITE 10.30am

Situated on a block of land
measuring 670.3sq mts this
property is located in the
business area of Merriwa adjacent
to the Post Office and Royal Hotel.
The brick and fibro building
measures approximately 5m x
12m with renovations required.
Please phone the selling agents
for further details or for
arrangements to inspect.
Office: 6548 2008 Greg Llewelyn:
0417 227 204
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENTS
Your Local Newspower Store and Office Smart
Agent.
www.merriwanewsagency.com.au
The staff at Merriwa Newsagency would like to
wish everyone a safe and joyful Christmas, a
Happy New Year and a fun Christmas Holidays!
As this is the last Ringer for the year, we would
like to send out some reminders and
information for the next couple of months…
Trading hours over Christmas:
Christmas Day- Closed
Boxing Day- 7-10
27/12/10- 7-10
28/12/10- 7-10
New Year’s Day- 7-10
02/01/11- 7-10
03/01/11- 7-10
Back To School:
We have a Back-to-School catalogue which will
start in January. We are in the process of
getting our book lists together, and over the
next week they will be found on our website.
The prices and items will be on the site and the
stock will be available in store.
Don’t Forget:
Website- you can order stationery on line and
we will let you know when it is ready. Simply go
to: www.merriwanewsagency.com.au
Gift vouchers- are available to give as prizes or
gifts, simply ask our staff.
Subscribe- subscribe in-store to your favourite
magazine, or give as a gift to someone else.

Lay-by- we are able to lay-by anything you wish
to get. This service is available all year but is
especially convenient at this time. A $10
deposit is needed and you have 3 months to
pay it off.
Techno-gadgetry- we have a range of mobile
phones, SIM starter packs, phone credit, MP3
players, MP3 accessories and other great
techno based goods in store. If we do not have
it on the shelf we can get it here within a few
days. The fabulous iPig should be back in stock
shortly and is a fun Christmas present for a
loved one or yourself.
2011 is sneaking up on us and now is the time
to buy a calendar. Do not leave it too late as
they will not be available for the whole year. If
you think you might need one but aren’t too
sure, err on the side of caution and get one.
Win- the big, beautiful stuffed dog in our
window is being drawn on the morning of
Christmas Eve. To be in the running, spend $10
in store before then.
We haveMagazines
Novels
Kids’ story and activity books
Stationery
Art and craft products
Office accessories and furniture
Cards, wrap, gift bags and ribbon
Party goods
…and so much more!
Phone Cards; all cards are now available
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone
Cash or Eftpos only
Neville and Leanne Hook
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For $169.00 we will have your vehicle feeling like new again
* Valvoline Engine Oil *Valvoline Oil Filter
* Brake, Cooling System and Air-Conditioning inspection
* Battery Check
*Under Bonnet Fluid top-Up
* Tyre Rotation and Tyre Pressure adjustment
* Car Wash
At all time you will receive professional, friendly, courteous,
prompt efficient service. All business dealings will be done with absolute
honesty and integrity
* Caltex Star Cards assorted value available for those hard to buy people who we
ALL HAVE.
* Murray Ride On Mower 38”cut, Briggs & Stratton Motor $2990.00 INC
* 2 Stroke Push Mower $320.00 INC
Call in & see the friendly staff

Ph: 6548 2106
Email: accountsccm@bigpond.com
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UPPER HUNTER LANDSCAPE GUARDIANS
I have been reading with interest the debate
over the pros and cons of having a wind farm in
the Merriwa District and many observations
come to mind.
The biggest issue I have with the process is that
while we were all approached by wind prospect
to see if we were interested in having turbines,
the moment we said that we weren’t, a
clandestine group of those that were interested
was formed and no interest or information about
the future of the development was circulated to
the non interested but highly affected parties.
This can only cause extreme division in a small
community.
I can certainly see the point that time does not
stand still and any form of development needs
to happen. Sure, the development of the wind
farms would create jobs and therefore wealth
for an area, but my concern is that the wind
farms may not be the highest and best use of
the land. It can be compared to the mining of
coal on the Liverpool Plains. Coal mining may be
the most profitable use of the land now but it is
short lived and may detract from the future long
term best use of the land, which is as we all
know, providing food for a hungry world.
The Murrundi Coal mining moratorium is one of
the few examples of common sense prevailing,

they have recognised the beauty of the area in
its present state and that all the activities in the
are enhance the natural beauty of that region.
Merriwa too, has beauty, situated at the top of
a very scarred and denuded valley, it
represents pristine natural scenery. Maybe as
this valley becomes more scarred, it’s value lies
in providing a beautiful place for people to live
because it does not have an industrialised
feeling.
I have no doubt that there are areas in the
Merriwa area that could be suited to a wind
farm development, but those areas of lesser
agricultural value and natural beauty. It is my
concern that they will try to develop a wind
farm that is not area specific but is a mottled
joining together of neighbours across different
valleys...and this will really damages all our
land values. It may provide income to those
who have the towers but the neighbours lose through loss of land value, loss of potential to
subdivide in the future, loss of peace and quiet
due to propeller noise and if they are close
enough to the mills they will get the “strobe
lighting effect” along with other health issues.
(Wind Turbine Syndrome) that are associated
with wind turbines. The towers are also
potential fire hazards if it has a fault. Do we
really want these problems
So all I ask of the companies wanting to set up
a wind farm, those who have no affinity with
our area and are contemplating this project for
its financial benefits (for themselves, not the
farmers), is...Don’t put it next to us!
James Munro
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POSITION VACANT
SECRETARY, MERRIWA SHOW
Expressions of interest are invited for the position of honorary secretary with
Merriwa PAH&I Association Inc. (Merriwa Show).
The ideal applicant will be a resident of Merriwa or close by, have a good track
record in administrative skills and be happy to work as part of a close-knit
team.
This position includes an honorarium (to be reviewed at the Association’s
annual general meeting on February 8, 2011) plus all expenses paid.
Established in 1908, Merriwa Springtime Show is an exciting local festival that
combines state of the art attractions with a traditional family appeal. It is held
on the third weekend in September.
For a Job Description and more details
Phone (02) 6548 2948
Applications close 5pm Friday January 28, 2011.

POSITION VACANT
ASSISTANT TREASURER, MERRIWA SHOW
Expressions of interest are invited for the position of honorary assistant
treasurer with Merriwa PAH&I Association Inc (Merriwa Show).
The ideal applicant will be experienced in bookkeeping and banking, and be
willing to work as part of a close-knit team. Living in Merriwa or close by will
be an advantage.
This position includes an honorarium plus all expenses paid. The honorarium
will be reviewed at the Association’s annual general meeting, to be held on
February 8 2011.
For a Job Description and more details
Phone (02) 6548 2948
Applications close 5pm Friday January 28, 2011.
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CONGRATULATIONS YEAR 10 2010
Last Thursday we attended a secondary
assembly, where many awards were given for a
wide and varied range of achievements and
activities. We were also extremely proud and
excited to witness the following children receive
their School Certificate; Jade McConnell, Megan
Wightman, Stephanie Sills, Kate Elbourn,
Shaylee Schmidt, Rebecca Constable, Sophie
Ashman, Patrick Hocking, Adon Knight-Hall,
Jeremy Rawlinson, & Wesley Hockings.
While we were very proud parents at this point,
we were prouder that evening to watch these
same young people attend their Year 10
Farewell.
While the school is no longer
prepared to organise a Year 10 Farewell, these
students, whilst initially devastated by the
decision, overcame this, and with the support
of their parents, stood on their own two feet
and organised their own Farewell.
They did everything from organising the
invitations, the meal, the cake, the decorations,
the parents to supervise, and even their own
photos.
These young people received many
complements for their behaviour and their
appearance on the night, and we as parents
should be very proud.
As a parents of one of these children I would
personally like to thank Carol McLoughlin for
taking the photos, Lesley Constable for making
the cake, Donna Houlahan, Linda Hocking and
Fiona Wightman for supervising, and the
owners and staff of the Royal Hotel for allowing
the children to hold the event in the restaurant
–apologies go to any teaching staff who were
unable to attend this venue whilst the children
were in attendance – but hey, there is always
another day however it is not every day that
you complete Year 10.

CATHOLIC CHURCHES
CHRISTMAS MASSES
 Christmas Eve - Vigil Mass - St Anne’s
Merriwa - 6.00pm
 Christmas Eve - Vigil Mass - St Bernard’s
Denman - 7.45 pm
 Midnight Mass - St Anthony’s Gungal Midnight
 Christmas Day Mass - St Joseph’s Cassilis 9.00am
 Boxing Day - Sunday Mass - St Anne’s
Merriwa - 8.00am
 Boxing Day - Sunday Mass St - Bernard’s
Denman - 9.30 am
Sr Brigid Linehan

DRIVER--REVIVER
Its that time again "Holidays" So we both would
like to wish all our Volunteers and our Sponsors
Cross Country Ford/N.R.M.A. Barry "Dairy
Farmers" Rob & Angie ''El Dorando Motel'' for
putting up with us every holidays.
A Great Christmas,& a Prosperous New Year,
Driver/Reviver wouldn't be a great place to stop
with out you all.
Joy, Peace, Love, & Blessings to all.
Love Jan & Bob

MERRIWA SQUASH CLUB
Congratulations goes to Team 5 consisting of
Captain Ray McConnell, Andy Medway, Trent
Cooper, Ainsley Maben, Carlita McConnell and
Mat McConnell, on winning the 2010 Merriwa
Squash Club Spring Competition.
Our next competition will commence in early
February 2011. If you are interested in playing
in our next competition please telephone Bruce
Smith on 65483255 or 0447091365.
New
players are most welcome.

Carlita and Ray McConnell

Bruce Smith
Competition Co-ordinator

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and anyone
wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this free service,
please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays.
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ST JOSEPH'S PARENTS AND FRIENDS
STREET STALL
Our final street stall for 2010 was held on
Saturday 11 December, with proceeds going to
our local Sisters of St Joseph. It is a way for the
community to say "thank you" for all the quiet,
compassionate work done in our area.
A huge thank you to all those wonderful people
from the Parish and wider community for
cooking such delicious goodies. Your efforts are
very much appreciated. Thanks to those who
gave monetary donations too, it all adds up.
Thanks to Di Mitchell and helpers for preparing
the plants, they really brightened up our stall.
Thanks to Liam, John and Luke Cronin for all
your help and for drawing the winners out of
the hat for us. Well done, boys! Also thanks to
Ray and Robert for helping to "drive" the stall.
Thanks to Col and Beau Cronin for moving the
trailer for us. Our gratitude and appreciation to
Eva Towler for selling 100 Club and raffle
tickets. Thank you so much Eva! To workers
Jayne Cronin and Helen Whale, thanks for all
your help. Thanks to
Maria Cameron for
helping us to pack up and deliver prizes.
Congratulations to our winners and thanks
again to all those who supported the stall.
100 Club
1st - Paul Medd
2nd - Jill Inder
3rd - Patsy Jacobs
Raffle
1st - Geoff Inder (garden setting)
2nd - Eva Towler (tray of Christmas goodies)
Thank you
Sally

REUNION - CLASS OF ‘64-’65
I am trying to get as many old school mates
back to Merriwa.
5 Class of 1964 and 6 Class of 1965
To be held June 2011 at Merriwa
Please contact Rod Wicks on 0421 109 138
Rod Wicks

LITTLE SPROUTS
From everyone on the Little Sprouts team, we'd
like to say thank you to our local schools Cassilis Public, Merriwa Central, St Joseph's and
the PreSchool,
for your enthusiasm and
support during this year. Also, to all our local
businesses and community groups, thank you
for helping us with our annual Reading Day. we
would like to wish everyone in our wonderful
community a happy and safe Christmas with
family and friends. Remember to read to, sing
to and play games with the children in your life
- even the newborns! Especially over this busy
time of year, please take the time to sit quietly
and enjoy a bonding moment with a child and a
favourite book. A love of reading is a precious
gift to give!!
Sally

MERRIWA RAILWAY SOCIETY INC
Six members turned out on Saturday for the
working bee. Preparation for painting continued
as the main effort. Importantly Jenny and Rob
Lee-Merriwa Nursery- joined us to talk about
the replacement of the hedge that can be seen
in early photos growing along the eastern side
of the station platform. It was decided to use
Photinia plants and these will be tip pruned over
the next 3 months to help them bush out ready
for planting in March. Thanks to Jenny and Rob.
The January working bee will be Saturday 15,
so please mark your calendar and come along
anytime of the day between 9 and 4. Bring
your own food and drinks. We are meeting on
Saturdays but if Sunday is more suitable please
let me know and we can change in
February. Over the years signage and the
station seat etc. have been removed as
souveniers. It would be nice to have them
returned now that we are getting the site back
to its original state. They are probably in sheds
somewhere gathering dust and serving no real
purpose. New members are encouraged to join
so we can work faster with the various tasks.
The support from ARTC--Railcorp--and UHSC
has been exceptional and similar support is
needed from our community. Please contact me
65485000.
on bryan@ipstarmail.com.au or
Seasons' Greetings to all,
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MERRIWA CWA

MERRIWA BOOKIES

Another busy year with many and varied
functions. During 2010 we have been able to
donate to many worthwhile causes. This isn’t
achievable without your support.

Merriwa Bookies next meeting is to be held on
Thursday 6 January at 7.00 pm in the
library. We will be discussing the book, Women
of the Gobi: Journeys on the Silk Road, by Kate
James - Armed with a copy of Monkey and a
Mandarin phrasebook and with a craving for
skewered lamb, Australian writer Kate James
travels across the deserts of northwest China in
the footsteps of three early 20th century
Christian missionary women, Mildred Cable, Eva
and Francesca French and their deaf Mongolian
adopted daughter, Topsy. The three
missionaries known as the Trio were
indomitable and independent English women
who spent most of their lives in China, and
braved sandstorms and warlords to cross the
barren Gobi desert on a Bible-laden donkey cart
six times between 1923 and 1936.

Merriwa is a small community that donates so
willingly when asked to do so on a regular
basis, the CWA is very much aware of this and
thanks everyone who supported us over the
past twelve months. Your contribution in
whatever way is very much appreciated.
On behalf of all the members I would like to
wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy and safe New Year.
The next meeting will be Monday 14 February
2011. New members would be very welcomed.
Robyn McAlister
Publicity

MERRIWA TOURIST WELCOMING CENTRE
On behalf of everyone involved with the
Welcoming Centre I would like to wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a slightly dryer 2011.
Remember: If you need that last minute
present for a long forgotten great aunt or a gift
to take when visiting friends, we have a vast
variety of lovely items at the Centre. We are
open every day 9.00am – 3pm (except
Christmas Day), so pop in and have a look and
see what you can find....we have gorgeous
jams, pickles, honey and other yummy goodies,
then of course we have beautiful gift items such
as hand towels, wood carvings, baby wear and
much, much more. We now also stock some
interesting garden items .... so See You Soon
Edith Shipway

THANK YOU
To the dear people who bring Meals on Wheels,
Thank you for the lovely Christmas Gift. I will
enjoy everything in it. You are all so wonderful
throughout the year. Happy Christmas and a
wonderful New Year to you all.

Does this sound interesting? Do you enjoy
books,
good
company,
interesting
conversations? Are you always doing things for
others? Never seem to make time just for
yourself? If you answered yes to any of these,
then why not come along to our next meeting,
we would love to see you and you will be made
to feel very welcome. You may discover some
new friends, books and people. Why not make
it a New Year Resolution? We hope to see you
soon.
Merry Christmas to all, safe holidays if you are
travelling and happy reading.”
Jayne Cronin

ZUMBA
Zumba will finish on 15 December until the 2
February. We will be starting at 5:30pm when
we come back.
Hope to see you all here when we get back.
Have a great Christmas and safe New Year.
Teressa and Dahlia

Marie Wilton
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A WORD FROM MERRIWA AMBULANCE
STATION

THANK YOU TO MERRIWA’S MEDICAL
STAFF

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce
the team here at Merriwa Ambulance Station. I
will start with myself…I have recently moved
here from Sydney with my wife Megan and two
children Mackenzie and Jack. A bit about my
background…I have almost 15 years experience
in the emergency and pre-hospital
environments, working for a number of different
Ambulance Services and also serving as a Navy
Medic.

I would like to say thank you to the wonderful
members of the Merriwa community who have
been very supportive during my unexpected
stay in hospital last week.

Shannon Galvin has been working in Merriwa
for the past 12 months. He has a background in
Nursing and has worked as a Paramedic both
here and in Sydney at a number of different
Ambulance Stations.
Shana Escott has recently joined the team and
has moved here from Newcastle. She also has a
Nursing background, and has worked as a
Paramedic in Ashford along with a variety of
stations in Sydney and Newcastle.
I would also like to remind the community that
the new Ambulance Station is located in
Mackenzie St, next door to the main entrance to
the hospital. Paramedics are here to serve the
community and are available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. Paramedics are highly trained
health professionals, and can provide
appropriate treatment for a variety of medical
conditions and injuries. So if you are sick or
injured, please don’t hesitate to call triple zero
(000) and ask for Ambulance. We will happily
come to your home and give you a thorough
medical assessment and if required will
transport you to hospital for further treatment.

Thankyou to Dr Salama, for your
diagnosis and consistent follow up care.

A thank you to the wonderful staff of Merriwa
hospital who have kept me informed and
patiently answered my million questions, always
with a warm smile.
Also, thanks, to the staff of Merriwa Pharmacy
for their excellent service and advice.
Lastly, I would like to thank the Merriwa
community for all their well wishes. It is lovely
to be part of such a wonderful community.
Thanks Again
Candice O’Neill

MERRIWA RIVER RURAL FIRE SERVICE
CHRISTMAS TOY RAFFLE
Congratulations to Tom & Rose Witney who won
this years toy stocking.
Thankyou to everyone who purchased tickets.
A big thankyou to Eva Towler for help with
ticket selling.
It’s very much appreciated

Finally, I would like to wish you all a safe and
merry Christmas, and a happy new year.
Seth Lean
Station Officer
Merriwa Ambulance Station

quick

Andrew & Megan Constable

HO HO HO
Bones and Mouse would like to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
Mouse
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Council Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Enquiries—6548 2109
Environmental Services
Health and Building Surveyors
Available Wednesdays by
appointment, phone 6548 2109
Director Environmental Services
Available by appointment, phone
6540 1136
RTA Agency
Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm
Enquiries—132213
Waste Depot
Merriwa
Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday &
Monday (unless otherwise advised)
8am to 12noon & 1pm to 4pm
Cassilis
Every Saturday (unless otherwise
advised) 8am to 4pm
Libraries
Merriwa Branch
Tue -10.30am—12.30pm
Wed - Fri - 1.00pm—5.00pm
Sat - 9.00am—11.00am
Enquiries—6548 2207
Cassilis Branch
Wed - 10.30am—1.00pm
Fri - 3.00pm—5.30pm
Enquiries—6376 1295
Government Access Centre
Monday to Friday 9am—4pm
Enquiries—6548 2109
Visitor Information
& Resource Centre
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday and Sunday 10am—
12.30pm and 1pm—3.30pm
Also a Centrelink Access Point
Enquiries— 6548 2607

MERRIWA/CASSILIS WASTE
DEPOTS CHRISTMAS/NEW
YEAR OPENING DAYS
Merriwa Waste Depot
will be open on the following days
over the Christmas/New Year
period.
Thursday 23 December 2010 (in
lieu of Christmas Day)
Friday 24 December 2010
Monday 27 December 2010
Tuesday 28 December 2010 (in
lieu of Boxing Day)
Thursday 30 December 2010 (in
lieu of New Years Day)
Friday 31 December 2010
Sunday 2 January 2010
Monday 3 January 2010
Cassilis Transfer
Station will be open on Friday 24 December 2010 (in lieu
of Christmas Day)
Friday 31 December 2010 (in lieu
of New Years Day)
Hours of operation during
opening days will remain the
same as usual.
MERRIWA YOUTH CENTRE
POOL XMAS PARTY
Wednesday 15 December (last
day of School) 6 - 9pm
If you don’t have a
season ticket you will need
to pay your entry into the
pool.
For all young
people aged 12 - 17yrs.
$1.00 sausage
sizzle available.
COMPUTER
GAMING AT CTC
School holidays are fast
approaching and with this
comes bored children. Why not
send them to the Resource
Centre? 2 hour blocks for $3.00.
Must be 10 years or older and
able to use the computers on their
own. Centre rules apply!
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ATTENTION DOG OWNERS
Over the last couple of
weeks there have been some
dog attacks on sheep. It is the
owner’s responsibility to keep
dogs either chained up or in a
dog proof yard so they cannot
wander. Heavy penalties apply if
they attack any animal or person.
For further information
Contact Councils Compliance
officer on 65482109.
CHRISTMAS SHUTDOWN
OF OFFICES &
OPERATIONS
Christmas operations
closedown is to commence
Wednesday 22 December, 2010
at noon and conclude on 14
January, 2011, with operational
staff to resume work on Monday
17 January 2011.
A small number of staff
will be required to work on
essential maintenance tasks
over this period, arrangements
will be made directly with those
individuals.
The three (3)
administration centres will be
closed from 12 noon on Friday,
24 December 2010 and reopen
on Tuesday, 4 January 2011.
VACANCY AT GUMMUN
PLACE HOSTEL
There is currently one
vacancy at Gummun Place
Hostel, Merriwa. Gummun
Place is a sixteen bed low-care
aged facility providing high
quality care to residents. This
room will fill quickly so take
advantage of this rare
opportunity today by contacting
Suzanne Duggan, Hostel
Supervisor, on 6548 2111 for
more information.
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APPRENTICESHIPS 2011
HEAVY VEHICLE MECHANIC – MERRIWA
HEAVY VEHICLE MECHANIC - MURRURUNDI
Applications are invited, for the above positions. The major
tasks of this position will be:

to provide fleet maintenance services to the Upper Hunter
Shire Council

assist with repairs to plant

general workshop maintenance

regular attendance at TAFE to obtain trade qualification
Students currently completing Year 10, 11 or 12 will be
considered and commencement date will be negotiated with the
successful applicant.
The position is classified as Grade T2 to T5, with a salary
range of $403.00 to $634.90 dependent on age and experience.
Other conditions are in accordance with the Local Government (State)
Award.
The job description is available by contacting the Technical
Services Department on 02 6540 1115 during business hours, or via
the internet on www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au/council/1023.html .
Written applications must address the skill requirements
contained in the job description.
Potential applicants are encouraged to obtain further
information from David Boag on 0428 466 205
Applications close at 4 pm on Friday 17 December 2010.
Applications must be in writing and addressed to the General
Manager and may be sent by mail to PO Box 208, Scone, NSW,
2337; or fax to 02 6545 2671; or email to
council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au.
Upper Hunter Shire Council is a smoke free workplace and an
EEO employer. Drug and alcohol testing is a condition of
employment.
Daryl Dutton
General Manager

CHRISTMAS OPERATION HOURS FOR MERRIWA
RESOURCE & VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE
Christmas operations at the centre are as follows:
Friday 24 December 9am—5pm
Closed Christmas Day
Sunday 26 to Tuesday 28 December 10am—3.30pm
Wednesday 29—Friday 31 December 9am—5pm
Saturday 1—Sunday 2 January 10am—3.30pm
The staff at the centre wish everyone a safe and prosperous
Christmas and New Year!

MERRIWA TO RENEW
ALCOHOL-FREE ZONE
Upper Hunter Shire
Council will renew the present
Alcohol Free Zone in Merriwa for a
further four year period.
Council supports the
alcohol free zone as it has been
effective in assisting police in
curbing the incidents of alcohol
related anti social behaviour and
littering. The alcohol free zone has
particularly effective during the
summer months; a period in which
police have noted an increase in
alcohol related incidents.
The Merriwa area subject
to the proposed declaration
includes the whole of Vennacher
Street from Parker Street to the
southern boundary of the
Swimming Pool area, including
that area directly in front of the
swimming pool; from the Southern
boundary of the Swimming Pool
area in Vennacher Street along
Solly’s Lane to Bow Street; the
whole of Bow Street from Solly’s
Lane to the laneway behind the
RSL Club; and the whole of
Bettington Street from Dutton
Street to Brisbane Street; and the
whole of King George V Avenue
from Brisbane Street to Quigley
Street; and the area bounded by
Bettington Street, Vennacher
Street, Solly’s Lane and Bow
Street.
“Continuation of the
Merriwa area alcohol free zone is
considered necessary to enforce
the prohibition of consumption of
alcohol in the streets particularly
during the night when incidents of
anti social behaviour such as
littering, malicious damage and
other street offences tend to
occur,” said Deputy Mayor Cr.

For any further enquiries please contact 6548 2607.
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MERRIWA COMMUNITY DIRECTORY
FREE LISTING
Attention all community groups, not-for-profit
organisations, schools, food outlets and
accommodation venues in the Merriwa District!
Upper Hunter Shire is getting new
community directories for Merriwa and your help is
needed to ensure you are represented in the
directory!
Forms are available from the Merriwa
Office of the Upper Hunter Shire Council, please
complete the details of your organisation and return
it by 20 December 2010.
Existing Directory Listings will NOT be
carried over to the new Directory without an
updated form being completed.
AUSTRALIA DAY 2011
Mark this date in your diary!
The 2011 Australia Day Celebrations will
be held in Merriwa this year on Wednesday 26
January. The ceremony will take place at Merriwa
RSL followed by the pool party including the Annual
Business Houses Relay - so businesses start
getting your teams together!
Our Australia Day Ambassador for 2011 is
Alex Jones, a truly inspiring actor, director and
ambassador. Alex intuitively understands the
needs of deaf and hearing impaired people. Alex

was born deaf, and hasn’t let that stand in the way of
anything. A graduate of NYU’s Tisch School of the
Arts, Alex was recruited to Australia in 1997 by the
Australian Theatre of the Deaf and has continued to
extend his string of theatre, TV and film credits whilst
also starting and developing two businesses. Alex
was the Director of the critically acclaimed 2005
Deaflympic Games Cultural Festival in Melbourne the first in the world - and toured around Australia
with Heads Up! – a theatre-in-education
production. Alex has served as an ambassador for
the International Day of People with Disability in
NSW every year since 2004 and is currently the
Chairperson of the Deafness Forum of Australia; a
peak body representing the interests of people with
hearing impairments, or chronic disorders of the ear.
Alex is the proud father of a deaf son.
CLAIM THE DATE
Merriwa Hostel Market Day will be held
Saturday, 5 March 2011! If you can cook, sew, grow,
build, create - we need your donations of goods that
the can be sold at the Market Day.
All donations welcome! Alternatively there
will be an opportunity for hosting your own stall at the
fete. Please keep an eye out in the new year for
more information!

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING AND ASSESSMENT ACT 1979
NOTICE OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
Council has received the following development applications which may be inspected during
office hours until Wednesday, 22 December 2010.
DA NO.

APPLICANT

LOCATION

PROPOSAL

Owner

Lot C DP 418098,
120-124 Bettington
Street Merriwa

Playground equipment and
shade sail

MERRIWA
227/2010

Comments or objections are invited from any affected person in regard to the proposals. All
submissions must be submitted to the General Manager in writing within the inspection period
above. Reasons for objection must be specified.
Note:

Complying developments and those complying with Council’s Development Control Plan for Public
Notification & Advertising are not advertised nor are adjoining/affected landowners notified.
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SHOP LOCALLY

RECIPE OF THE WEEK
EGGNOG TRUFFLES

With the current bombardment of television
advertising at franchised shopping centres,
there is that great temptation to chase those
elusive bargains away from your local
shopping centres at this time of year.

Ingredients
 2 x 180g pkts good-quality white chocolate,
coarsely chopped
 80ml (1/3 cup) thickened cream
 1 tbs brandy
 1/2 tsp ground nutmeg
 1 x 375g pkt white chocolate melts
 Ground nutmeg, extra, to dust
 Freshly brewed espresso coffee, to serve

Upper Hunter Shire Council is mindful of all
the support and effort that local retailers
provide to the local community all year, only
to see their Christmas expectations lost to the
power of advertising and franchise shopping.
Council supports all its local retailers as much
as it can with its “Buy Local” policy and would
urge every other business, farm, stud or
household to do the same.
“Scone, in particular this year with the Roads
and Traffic Authority roadworks in Kelly
Street, but also all the towns of Aberdeen,
Merriwa and Murrurundi in our Shire, need
the support of all of us locally to keep these
businesses here all year round”. Mayor Lee
Watts said.
Cr Watts suggests that locals should be
encouraged to look locally first for those
bargains, “you might get a very pleasant
surprise”.
Local retailers are also encouraged to join in
the festive season with their shopfronts and
facades.

Lee Watts
Mayor

Method
 Place the chocolate, cream, brandy and
nutmeg in a heatproof bowl over a
saucepan half-filled with simmering water
(make sure bowl doesn't touch the water)
and stir with a metal spoon until chocolate
melts and mixture is smooth. Place in the
fridge for 2 hours or until firm enough to
roll into balls.
 Line a tray with non-stick baking paper. Use
a teaspoon to scoop out 2 teaspoonfuls of
chocolate mixture and use your hands to
roll into a ball. Place on prepared tray.
Repeat with the remaining chocolate
mixture. Place in the fridge for 1 hour or
until firm.
 Meanwhile, place chocolate melts in a
heatproof bowl over a saucepan half-filled
with simmering water (make sure bowl
doesn't touch the water) and stir with a
metal spoon until chocolate melts.
 Line a tray with non-stick baking paper. Use
2 forks to dip a truffle into the melted
chocolate to coat. Remove truffle, tapping
the fork handle gently on the edge of the
bowl to shake off any excess chocolate.
Place on prepared tray. Repeat with
remaining truffles and melted chocolate.
 Place in the fridge for 20 minutes to set.
Sprinkle truffles with extra nutmeg and
serve with coffee.
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WOOLBROOK INDUSTRIES
Some readers have questioned my recent
remarks that at one time Australia was a semiSocialist country (and that it still is to some
extent), also those regarding the great wheat
crisis of the 1960s which came to a head about
mid 1969. My first reaction was how short a
memory we all have, the next was reflecting
that the crisis happened more than 40 years ago
so anyone not at least into their 60s would be
too young to have much recollection of it.
Therefore the real lesson is that we learn very
little from history and indeed we repeated much
the same mistake again in the wool industry
some 20 or more years afterwards, and both
crises were essentially the result of an attempt
to circumvent, or at least ignore, the immutable
Law of Supply and Demand.
From the end of WW2 till the 1960s Australia
went through a Golden Agricultural Age when a
hungry world would pay anything for food, nor
was it too fussy about the quality either. I recall
Menzies urging Australian farmers to grow lots
of wheat because we could sell all we could
grow at ten shillings a bushel. Naturally enough,
food importing nations increased their own food
production as fast as possible, often with the
help of subsidies, though more about that
later. The result was that by the 1960s the
world was amassing a lake of wine, freezers
were stuffed full of beef, there was a mountain
of wheat building etc., with subsidies still being
paid because politicians knew that to
discontinue them would arouse the wrath of
their voting farmers world wide. Even in
Australia a subsidy of sorts was in force since,
to appease the masses, the Government forced
wheat farmers to supply Australians at less than
export prices, a policy easy to implement since
the Australian Wheat Board (AWB) owned,
distributed and sold every grain of wheat, the
ultimate Single Desk. As a sop wheat farmers

were told that if the position were ever
reversed Australian consumers would have to
pay more to subsidise export prices. When this
situation eventually did arise the Government
was as good as its word till it felt the books had
been balanced, then it cast the wheat farmers
adrift. All wheat prices, including returns to
growers, were set by the Government through
the AWB, and growers continued to receive
good profitable prices even though Australian
and world wheat stocks had begun to build to
unsustainable levels. The main reason was the
politicians’ reluctance to bring down a torrent of
abuse on themselves by telling wheat growers
they would have to accept less money for their
product, bearing in mind that the Government
controlled not only local prices but also those
we were demanding for export wheat.
Therefore, although our export price demands
had become uncompetitive, all the price signals
that were flying all over the world did not get
through to our growers, and our export sales
fell off. As a result our wheat silos, which had
once emptied out between harvests, no longer
did so because the AWB was attempting to sell
at prices the world would not pay and indeed
no longer had to as there were plenty of sellers
at lower (often subsidised) prices.
So, about mid 1969, the AWB and the Grain
Elevators Board (GEB, which was entrusted
with the physical handling of the crop), slapped
their collective foreheads and said “Would you
believe it, we have run out of space, we have
nowhere to store the 1969 harvest!!!”. It was at
this stage that another Board was formed to
sort out the mess, and the man I met at my
son’s 50th birthday bash in Canberra was
elected chairman, that is he was given the job
of solving a problem which was not of his
making. The solution was simple and inevitable.
Growers were told that only a proportion of
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their crop would be received into silos, this
proportion to be by decided by various arcane
calculations, and they would have to store the
rest as best they could. Further, the old
system of paying a substantial proportion on
receipt was no longer in force and they would
be paid when possible and over a much longer
period of time than had previously been
normal, indeed we did not receive the last of
our payments till 1975. To compound the
problem, that year the GEB introduced
computers for the first time and it was a
disaster, in fact I personally was never sure
exactly how much we were eventually owed
and whether we were ever paid exactly what
was owed to us. Therefore, with most of my
capital in limbo, I sold my plant and went to
work in Sydney as a long distance weekend
commuter.

AUSTRAL WIRE PRODUCTS.
We are distributors for Austral Wire Products. They have a
large modern factory in Sydney where they manufacture:
Fencing wire.
Barbed wire.
Wire netting.
Hinge joint and ring lock.
Available in standard AND HEAVILY GALVANISED.
They also import black and hot dipped galvanised steel
posts. We happily accept large or small orders.
If you are thinking fencing please call us because the
quality and price are both right.

Since then the AWB has been privatised, it no
longer has a monopoly on wheat sales, it has
been the subject of a very unpleasant enquiry
into bribes paid to Saddam Hussein and other
Iraqis, and now looks like being sold to a
Canadian company. There are still some who
believe the old single desk obtained the best
prices for Australian wheat, though I do not
know how they knew this since there was
nothing to compare them to. If they are
correct, perhaps we also need a Beef Board, a
Milk Board, a Lamb Board, a (Rotten) Egg
Board, a Potato Board---No, I forgot, that is
where we came in!!!
Max Wurker
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MERRIWA HARDWARE
I believe I have it right this time, when I say
welcome back to my trio of loyal readers for
the last time this year.
Only 12 more sleeps till Santa arrives, (as I'm
writing on Monday), so all you naughty girls
and boys had better improve your game! Yes,
you know who you are.
Anyways, stock from the Christmas Catalogue
is running low. Some of the garden furniture
has run out completely as have numerous
other items. One of the super buys from the
catalogue is the Xceed 18 volt cordless
combo. This set consists of a drill, jigsaw,
sander and torch. All the tools take the same
battery, so there's no fiddling around trying to
remember which battery for which tool! They
all come in a handy carry case for the special

price of only $99.00, normally $221.00, so a
fantastic price! Another great buy is the Xceed
900 watt rotary hammer drill for only $69.75.
These and heaps more bargains and Christmas
gifts can be found in the Merriwa Hardware
Thrifty Link, Sparkling Christmas Specials catalogue.
For the kids, at the time of writing , we have
1Sevylor 2 person colossus boat left and one
wading pool left. Still have a few clam shells
available along with a few body boards.
I know I said it last week, but I'll say it again.
From all of us here at Merriwa Hardware and
McConnells This'n'That, we hope you all have
a joyous and loving Christmas, and a healthy
and downright fantastic New Year.
Guess what? That's all from me for 2010 and I
look forward to jibbering a bit more next year.
Did you know? The Cookie Monster's real name
is Sid. And, in Casablanca, Humphrey Bogart
never said "Play it again, Sam." Sherlock
Holmes never said "Elementary, my dear Watson." Captain Kirk never said "Beam me up,
Scotty," but he did say, "Beam me up, Mr.
Scott".
Ray
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THE ROYAL - MERRIWA
To all our loyal patrons, Kerry and Gail
and the staff of 'The Royal' wish you a Happy
and safe Christmas and a prosperous New
Year!
We also thank you for your patronage over
our first 6 months.

HIDDEN VALLEY HOMESTEAD
Season Greetings from all
Valley Homestead

of us at Hidden

We wish everyone a safe & happy Christmas
period with friends & family.
Back with all the homestead news next year!
Christmas & New Year wishes
From Penelope & Michael

This Friday night, commencing at 8.30pm we
will be having Karaoke so come along, sing
along
and
have
some
fun!!
Best wishes to all for the Festive Season!
Kerry & Gail
The Royal Hotel

REMINDER
This will be the last issue for 2010
The next issue will be Thursday, 3
February, 2011
The deadline will be Monday Noon,
31 January

CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB

VALID FROM 16 - 31 DECEMBER

Toohey’s New Stubbies - 2 cartons
for $85.00

VB Long necks 3pkt $12.00

Rosemount “O” $15.00

Bunderburg & Cola cans 6pkt
$25.00.(take away only)

Carlton Cold stubbies $40.00 ctn
Members Only
While Stock Lasts
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CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB
Friday nights
Darts
Names to the club by 6.45pm for 7pm start
$3.00 entry per week
Friday night raffles
Meat trays, Vege trays, Schooner Draw,
Joker Draw Members Draw, Kids Raffle.
Come along and join the fun
Snack Bar is open
Zumba has arrived in Cassilis
Come along and get that Zumba body you
always wanted – and have some fun as well
Monday evenings – 6.30pm
@ the Cassbowl. Gold Coin donation will go
towards other needs for the zumba sessions
e.g. big screen etc.

All the children, and children at heart had a
wonderful time at the children’s Christmas
Party, last Friday Night. Santa arrived escorted
by out new police officer in the police wagon,
much to the delight of the children. Santa then
proceeded to hand out gifts and lolly bags. The
children were also treated to their own special
Christmas Dinner, drinks and desert. Everyone
had a lovely time although many of the
younger guests went home thoroughly
exhausted.
Pictured below is Santa arriving and the
children waiting patiently for their turn to climb
onto Santa’s lap and receive their gift

Christmas Party
18 December
Christmas Dinner
6.30pm start
Music by Green Limousine
$30 per head (High School age upwards)
NYE at the CassBowl
Bring your own basket supper
Music by “The Sly Pigs”
Commencing 9pm
Results
Members Draw - John McLennan - Not
Present
Joker Draw - Joanna McLennan Unsuccessful
Darts - Chook - Wayne & Loarraine
Chocolate - Glenda & Tim
Members Christmas and New Year Specials
Valid from the 16 -31 December
Toohey’s New Stubbies - 2 cartons - $85.00
VB Long necks 3pkt $12.00
Rosemount “O” $15.00 per bottle
Bunderburg & Cola cans 6pkt $25.00.(take
away only)
Carlton Cold stubbies $40.00 ctn
While stock lasts
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MERRIWA RSL CLUB
The Members Lucky Badge for $250.00 was not
won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 615,
this week it jackpots to $300.00. The 7pm draw
for $120.00 was not won the number was 703,
this week it jackpots to $140.00. The 9pm lucky
ticket draw for $920.00 was not won the
number was 74125, this week it jackpots to
$940.00. LTPS/10/05160.The Sunday Morning
Badge Draw was not won last week the number
was 109, this week jackpots to $450 and will be
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you
must be present to win the money.
LTPS/10/05160
Xmas Eve Raffle - there will be extra prizes in
the Xmas eve raffle, and as most members
know the members badge draw at 8.30 is
drawn until won. There are also many other
prizes and promotions to be drawn and if you
are not present you will miss out. Also from 14
December to 23 December, between 6.00 and
7.00pm each night there will be a member’s
badge draw for $100 which will be drawn until
there is someone to claim it each night.
Coming Events
Appearing Saturday February 12 2011 The
Ultimate Bee Gees - most authentic tribute act
you will ever see or hear. Tickets on sale from
Friday 10 December $20 per person.
This week’s Lucky $5 note was not claimed the
serial number was FJ 05 952 993, and now
jackpots to $95. The $5 note is released early
in the week and is announced on Friday night
during the raffles, and must be claimed at the
bar by midday Sunday, and you must be a
member of the Club. If you cannot remember
the serial number that’s ok there will be notices
at the bar from Friday night after the Raffles.
The club is now running a Christmas Raffle to
be drawn on Friday Night 24 December at our
Christmas Eve Raffle Night, tickets are $1.00
each with two prizes on offer:a Westinghouse upright 180lt Freezer
1st
a Victor Lawn Mower
2nd
Bistro members Christmas promotion
For your chance to win an XBOX 360 put your
name and member number on your bistro
docket stub and place it in the box at the
Bistro. Drawn: 24 December 9.00pm.

The other promotion we have running with Keno
is the chance to Win a Holiday escape with ET!
5 nights on Daydream Island, Fishing trip with
Et plus in venue BBQ prizes & gift packs. Grab a
Keno ticket for $10 or more for your chance to
win.
MJ Morgan
Secretary/Manager

MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the
Directors and Staff at the Sporties.
Winners of the Club Christmas Raffle
First Prize Donna Cunningham
Second Prize John Rindfleish
Third Prize Louise Gill
Members please note:
Christmas Holiday trading hours
Sunday 26 December Open 3:30pm
Monday 27 December Open 4:00pm
Tuesday 28 December Open 4:00pm
Friday 31 December Normal Hours
Sunday 2 January open 12:00pm
Monday 3 January Open 4:00pm
Saturday Raffles will be held 6:00pm Sunday 26
December due to the Club being closed
Christmas Day
Saturday 12 December
Saturday Members Draw 73 Not Won Next week
$260
Winners Jackpot 47506 Not Won Next week
$1200
Free Tickets Geoff Riley
Dinner Phyllis Bevan
Bowls Raffle Karen Taylor
Sunday 12 December
Sunday Members draw No 496 Next week $650
$20 one off prizes No 495 won & No 497 Not
won
Transport Service is available Friday and
Saturday. Due to rising costs the Club Taxi
voucher has been increased to $3. Don’t take
the risk and drive when for $3 per person you
can be chauffeured home. To access the
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LADY BOWLERS NEWS
transport service you must book through the
Sports Club to check availability of the service.
Bingo
Every Thursday Night commences 7:00pm
Win Sporties Vouchers $5, $20, $50 + Fruit,
Veg and meat trays
Friday 31 New Years Eve
Open Mic, With Dahlia
22
19
19
23
21

January
February
March
April
May

Mat O’leary
Sarah Head
Kyda Rock
Green Ginger
Donella

The Sporties - Chinese/Australian Restaurant
Open for Lunch and Dinner
Lunch Specials
Please Note: The Sporties Restaurant will be
Closed from Saturday 25 December and reopen
5:00pm on Wednesday 29 December
Open 5 1/2 days
Lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon – 2:00pm
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 9:00pm.
Please Note Saturday hours for lunch are
11:30am to 1:00pm
Closed Mondays reopens 5:00pm Tuesdays
For Bookings and take away ring 6548 3228

Merry Christmas from all our Bowlers.
Mufti Days will start again in January when the
green is ready for play. Look forward to seeing
you all then.

GOLF NEWS
Last weekend 8 keen golfers left a very wet
Merriwa for Kurri. Well done Alex Kean winner B
Grade net 66 + 2 nearest the pins. Well done
no one else gets a mention. Sunday was also a
good day until the last 3 holes, the sky opened
up but no one cared. A good weekend was had
by all but no “Birdies”
This weeks summer comp winner D Taylor
Runner Up P Murray
Ball Comp P Williams.
Many thanks to all our sponsors over the winter
comp. Thanks to Bruce and Mary Rodgers for
sponsoring the Christmas Comp.
Sunday Chicken and Turkey Run
9 Starters
Chicken Winners
B Rodgers, M Rodgers and T Cooper
Mary donated her chicken back and was drawn
by B Cooper
Turkey Winner
M Rodgers
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LADIES GOLF NEWS

MERRIWA LITTLE ATHLETICS

Three girls hit the fairways on Wednesday 8
December. The conditions were warm but
Merrie, Dee and Gay battled on to complete 18
holes of golf. Some good golf was played
considering the condition of the course at the
moment. As everyone would know the grass
growth since the rain has been incredible and it
is the same up on the golf course with the
fairways offering no run at all for the balls and
the rough is like a jungle. Hopefully we will get
a game soon just after the slashing has been
done and playing might be a little easier.

It looks like we may be fortunate enough to
run our last session of the year. We will let you
know about "catch up" times in the New Year.
Good luck to our athletes participating in the
Dubbo New Year Open Athletics Carnival. Thank
you for representing our Club.

Merrie was the winner with a well accumulated
30 points followed by Dee and Gay with a few
fewer points. Merrie was driving the ball well
but encountered some difficulties when she
strayed into the rougher areas on the course.
Dee, who is on a very low handicap, has no
room for error and unfortunately struggled a
little around the greens. Gay battled on well but
with the course not offering any run it was
difficult going for our littlest golfer.
We hope to have a few more girls on the
course this week but with Christmas
approaching it is hard to find the time.
On behalf of all the Lady Golfers I would like to
wish all the ringer readers a very Merry
Christmas and a safe a prosperous New Year
and I encourage everyone to find time to have
a hit of golf!
Cheers

On Monday 13 December our raffle is planned
to be drawn. Lucky winners will be listed in the
next Ringer. Thank you to everyone who
supported this fundraising venture.
As we reflect on 2010, it is pleasing to note that
Little Athletics has undergone a revival and is
going strong. Thank you to all those parents,
friends and grandparents that bring the children
along and then help out on the night. Without
your assistance it would be impossible. It is a
magnificent sight to look out over oval #2, to
see children and adults interacting, learning
new skills and improving on existing ones. Little
Athletics is "the family sport" and it is our belief
that family time is precious..... being active
together is a terrific way to spend some time.
So, from us here at Little Athletics, to our
families and the community, thanks for your
support, please take care, have a Happy
Christmas and we look forward to another
fantastic year!!
First session for 2011 is on Monday 31st
January, oval # 2 from 5.30pm. Don't forget
some water and the sunscreen!

The Black Widow
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Wishing everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
Last minute Gift ideas:
Ladies Shirts
Skirts
Shorts
Jewellery
Ladies handbags
Wallets

Men’s Polo’s
Shorts
Overnight Bags
Bundy Thongs
Bundy Gift Sets
Caps

We will be open every day to Christmas
Free Gift Wrapping

Thank you for all your support
throughout 2010.
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PONY CLUB NEWS
A successful Merriwa Pony Club Christmas party
was held last Sunday at Apex Park and then the
pool. Many of our pony club families took the
opportunity to have a bbq, chat and swim,
celebrating another successful pony club year.
Many thanks to all those families who attended
and everyone who helped contribute to the day.
The Rodgers family has been out and about
competing and their results are: Annabel
Rodgers was the only Merriwa member to
compete in the Singleton Pony club
showjumping championships and was 2nd in
the Six Bar jumping before rain halted the
competition. Lily Rodgers (16yrs); 1st Gulgong
Pony Club One Day Event C grade Dressage, 1st
Gulgong Pony Club ODE C grade overall, 1st
Mudgee Pony Club ODE Dressage, 1st Mudgee
Equestrian Australia ODE Introductory level, 3rd
Mudgee EA ODE Intro, Dressage. Annabel
Rodgers (15yrs); 2nd Mudgee Pony Club ODE C
grade Dressage, 3rd Mudgee Pony Club ODE C
grade overall, 4th Mudgee Equestrian Australia
Intro level
The Upper Hunter Team Penning had their
presentation evening for 2010 recently. Results
of Merriwa Pony Club members include:
Juniors; Kylie Fairfull and her team mates
Blayne and Jessie Carey (Aberdeen Pony Club)
Placed 1st in the team Pointscore with 41.5
points, they were the only team to have ridden
together for the whole year. They also had the
fastest run of the year penning 3 head of cattle
in 1min 10 secs and the highest number of
scoring runs, scoring 15 times out of a possible
27. Kylie was also awarded the Most Improved
Female under 18 years. Polly Gardner, Matthew
Porter and their team mate Andrew Charters
came second in the team pointscore with 24.5
points. Hayley Fairfull, Victoria McLaren and
their team mate Rachel Gimbert (Murrurundi

Pony Club) placed third in the team pointscore
with 21 points. Hayley and Victoria were also
awarded most consistant riders.
Juveniles: Jessica McLaren placed 1st in the
individual pointscore with 31 points.
Opens: Some of our older family members ride
too: Mal Gardner, Doug and Loreen Porter: 1st
place team pointscore, fastest run of the year.
Paul Fairfull and his team of Les Turner and
Paul Hugginson: 2nd place team pointscore.
Paul’s horse honey was also awarded best
performance horse. Laura Gardner, Kellie Porter
and Richard Charlton: 5th place team
pointscore.
Congratulations to everyone for a successful
year. Have a Merry Christmas and a Safe and
Happy New Year.
Happy Holiday Riding
Tanya Ninness
Jessica 1st place
individual

Kylie Fastest run
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NAME
Andy’s Truck Hire
B & K Family Transport

PHONE
6548 2646
0404 080 049

Bits N Pizza’s

6548 2088

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd

6543 3600

Bricklayer Block layer

6548 2591

Cassilis Bowling Club

6376 1002

Cassilis Public School

6376 1009

Cle-Roy Contractors

6545 0459

Colles Manufactured
Homes Pty Ltd
Coolah Auto Smash &
Mechanical

NAME

PHONE

NAME

Merriwa Cakes &
Pastries

6548 2851

Merriwa Tyre & Service
Centre

6548 2078

Merriwa Catholic Parish
St Vincent de Paul

6548 2086
6548 3092

Merriwa Vet Clinic

6548 2452

Merriwa VIEW Club

6548 3179

Merriwa Central School
Primary office
Secondary office

6548 2101
6548 2119

Merriwa Youth Centre

6548 2448
6548 2635

NSW Farmers Association

6548 5150

NSW Fire Service

6548 2005

Nutt Earthmoving

6548 2004

Off The Wall Videos

6548 3188

Panorama Motor Inn

4943 3144

Papanui Open Range Eggs

6548 2493

Pep’s Rural Contracting

6548 7288

Pitt Son & Keene Elders

6548 2307

Portable Timber Mill

6547 5129

Merriwa Central School
P&C Association

6548 2119
6548 2653

4353 3606

Merriwa Community
Bank

6377 1192

Merriwa Darts
Competition

6548 8531

Country Education
Foundation

6376 1052

Merriwa District Health
Association

6548 2653

Cowan’s Buses

6547 4416

Merriwa District
Progress Assoc

6548 2948
6376 1165

Craig McPherson Haulage

6548 2663

Cross Country Merriwa

6548 2106

Curls & Swirls

Merriwa Engineering

0427 476 085 PT Pest Control

Merriwa Junior League
& Netball

0447 035 694

6548 2499

Curtis, Gant & Irving

6543 2433

Merriwa Little Athletics

6548 2446

D&L Upholstery

6548 5119
6548 3023

Merriwa Magpies Rugby
League Football Club

6548 2352

Di’s Clothing Patch
El Dorando Motel

6548 2273

Merriwa Newsagency

6548 2031

Festival of the Fleeces

6548 2109

Good Looks Nail & Beauty
Greentree Roger

0408175028
0417 448 169

PHONE

Merriwa Painting &
Decorating

R & M Moore
Rural Services
Rockwell Livestock &
Property Pty Ltd

6548 2071

6548 2992
6548 5100
0427 485 100

Rosto Pty Ltd

9327 5653

Royal Hotel (The)

6548 2235

0409 015 678 Russell’s Earthmoving

Merriwa Petroleum & Ag
Supplies

6548 2444

6548 2246

Rural Fire Service

1800 081 166

Scott Witton Building

0427 761 169

Shearers Quarters (The)

6548 2509

Sporting Shooters Assn

6548 7201

St David’s Uniting Church

6548 5153

St Joseph’s Primary School

6548 2035

Stokes Dr Bronwyn
After Hours

6532 5013
6532 5000

Tash Holden
Communications

6548 5059

Telfer Rural Fencing

6760 8322

6548 2025

Trinity Markets

6548 2323

Merriwa Show

6548 2276

TransCare Hunter Ltd

6545 3113

Merriwa Sports Club
Restaurant

6548 2028
6548 3228

Upper Hunter Landscape
Guardians

6545 1996

Merriwa Surgery
After Hours

6548 2305
6548 2305

Upper Hunter Shire Council
- Merriwa Branch

6548 2109

6548 2082

Merriwa Amateur Swim
Club

6548 8510

Merriwa Taxi Service

Merriwa Anglican Parish

6548 2218

Merriwa Auto Electrical

6548 2114

Gummun Place Hostel

6548 2111

Merriwa Pharmacy

6548 2213

Hanckel Hay Sales

6548 5168

Merriwa Pony Club

6548 8561

Hair Indeed

6548 2666

Merriwa Post Office

6548 2042

Hidden Valley Homestead

6548 8588

6548 2083

Hi-Tech Concrete

6547 2416

Hose n Round

6547 2215

Merriwa Pre-School &
Kindergarten
Association

Hunter Central Rivers
Catchment Authority

6542 4426

Merriwa Race Club

6548 5182

Hunter Mutual

6548 2651

Merriwa RSL Club
Restaurant

6548 2157
6548 2295

IGA— Merriwa

6548 2315

Merriwa Rotary Club

Ironbark Restaurant

6548 2255

Landmark Townsend

6548 2122

M A Macdonald & Co

6548 2226

Merriwa Activity Centre

Merriwa Bit’s & Pizza’s

Merriwa Tennis Club

Merriwa Tourist
Welcoming
Centre
6548 2088RINGER
MERRIWA
Thursday
16

Upper Hunter Weeds
6548 2546
Authority
0427 482 546

6549 3802

Vero, CJ &JM & Sons

6548 2303

Whale, Mark

6548 2389

Woolbrook
Rural
Page
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6548 2150

6548 2679
6548 7201

December 2010

DECEMBER
Thursday 16

 Last Merriwa Ringer until 3 February

Friday 17

 Festival of The Fleeces Street Stall
 Karaoke at The Royal Merriwa from 8.30pm

Saturday 18

 Cassilis Bowling Club Christmas Party

Sunday 19

 Merriwa Carols in the Park - 7pm

Tuesday 21

 Cassilis Carols by Candlelight - 7pm

Friday 24

 Merriwa RSL Raffle Night

Saturday 25

 Christmas Day

Sunday 26

 Boxing Day

Friday 31

 New Years Eve Party - Cassilis Bowling Club

JANUARY
Saturday 22

 Mat O’Leary - Merriwa Sports Club

Saturday 29

 Cassilis Rodeo

Monday 31

 School Resumes
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