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Merriwa Business Community present ….. 

Thursday 9 December from 4.30pm - 7.30pm 
Santa will arrive at 6pm 

Dress up as a fairy or elf & receive goodies! Free jumping castles, Free face 
painting, Carol singing, BBQ available, Visit from Santa, Late night shopping, 

Local Bargains, Rotary Chocolate Wheel 
 

More on Page 32 
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DISCLAIMER 

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, 
Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its 

Committee for the accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising 
of and use of product names does not constitute recommendations or 

endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers indemnify the 
Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or proceedings 

whatsoever arising from the publication.  

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Liverpool Range Zone 

Upper Hunter, Liverpool Plains & 
Gunnedah Shires 

Phone: 1800 081 166 
Fax: (02) 6747 1489 

 

 

REPORT ALL FIRES ON “000” 
 
 

 

‘Proudly Supporting the Merriwa Ringer’ 
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Coming events 
 

Monday 6 Young Endeavour Scheme 
 
Thursday 9 Christmas Street Party 
  Year 6 Graduation Dinner 
 
Friday  10 K-6 Party Day 
 
Wednesday 15 Students Last Day 
 
Friday 17 Staff last day 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Students in Yr 4/5/6 had a wonderful time on 
the excursion to Canberra last week. The 
itinerary was very full for the four day excursion 
and students visited most of Canberra’s 
attractions. We visited  Parliament House and 
sat in on a Senate debate on the national 
broadband rollout, and had the opportunity to 
meet with our Member of Parliament Joel 
Fitzgibbon. However for most students the most 
memorable experience was tenpin bowling and 
laser tag! 
 
Yr6 Graduation Dinner 
The Year 6 Graduation Dinner will be held on 
Thursday December 9 at the RSL Club. The 
dinner will be followed by a disco hosted by the 
Student Representative Council.  All students 
should have received their individual Invitations 
and we look forward to a great night. 
 
Year 10 Assembly 
An assembly will be held for Year 10 students 
on Thursday December 9 at 9am in the Great 
Hall. The assembly marks the transition point 
into senior school, and students will be awarded 
their School Certificates. Parents are 
encouraged to attend the assembly and join us 
for morning tea. Year 10 students are then able 
to leave in the care of their parents, as this 
marks their last day in the school year. All other 
students will finish on Wednesday December 
15. 
 
NRMA Skills Day 
Miss Moore has organised a practical skills day 
for young drivers in conjunction with the NRMA. 
The day of activities aims to provide young 
people with practical tips about safe driving, 
road rules and general car maintenance. I can’t 
wait to see Miss Moore demonstrating changing 
tyres on the top oval! 
 

Darren Noonan 
Principal 

Students with local MP Joel Fitzgibbon 
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THE YEAR 4/5/6 CANBERRA EXCURSION 
 
The Australian Institute of 
Sport 
The first thing that we 
went to after we got off 
the bus on Monday was 
the Australian Institute of 
Sport. When we got into 
the building we met our 
guide Will, he was a 
member of the Australian 
volleyball team. He was 6 
foot 9 inches; the tallest person on his team is 
7 foot 2 inches. Will took us around all the 
training areas such as gymnastics centre, the 
gym and the indoor volleyball courts. The first 
thing we saw was the Olympic size pool it was 
3.4 metres deep and 27 degrees at all times. 
It was very interesting to find out a lot about 
Australian sports. After Will went to training, 
we went to an interactive games centre. 
There were all different types of sport games 
like rowing, soccer, football, cricket, skiing 
and a variety of other games. Then we went 
to the gift-shop and bought some things.   

By Zeb and Jordan 
 
Tenpin Bowling 
On Monday night we all had showers before 
going Tenpin Bowling. It was a long bus ride. 
We were split into teams to fit in each lane. 
We had about 4 or 5 people in each team. 
Some people had trouble hitting the pins and 
getting a strike. Everyone had a great time.  

By Ross and Mathew  
 

National Film and Sound Archive  
When we went to the National Film and 
Sound Archives we learnt about Australian 
movies such as the first Australian film ‘Roller-
Skating Man’ but we did not see that. 
However we did see the second Australian 
film. It was filmed at the Melbourne Cup. We 
watched some old commercials about 
Aeroplane Jelly and AWA transistor radios. We 
also watched a very old film called ‘The Story 
of the Kelly Gang’ and ‘Skippy’. Next we 
experienced the interactive display of 
Australian Sound and Film, then we saw the 

‘Thong Dress’ from Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, the wedding scene from Neighbours 
and we made sound effects using coconut 
shells, doors, latches, drawers and shoes. 

By Ross and Mathew  
 
War Memorial 
On Tuesday, 23 November 2010 we explored 
what happened during the wars such as World 
War 1 in 1914-18 and World War 2 in 1939-45. 
These two wars have been in many people’s 
hearts due to many tragic losses of family and 
friends. People all over the world have heard 
how bravely our ANZACS fought. During our 
expedition in the memorial we visited the tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier that died in World War 
1. He represents all the Australian soldiers that 
were killed at war. We also watched a film 
about a dog fight between Germany and our 
ANZACs.   

By Jodie & Skye 
 
New Parliament House  
On Tuesday, 
23 November 
we went to 
the new 
Pa r l i amen t 
H o u s e . 
Firstly we 
went to a 
role play in the House of Representatives, 
Janaya was the speaker, Mathew Porter was 
the Opposition Leader, Shai was the Prime 
Minister, Lachlan was the Sergeant at Arms, 
Hunter and Miss Pascoe were the clerks. After 
the role play we went and had a look at the 
real House of Representatives and had a talk 
about it. We went and had a look at the Senate 
while it was sitting. Then we had a drink and a 
muesli bar. While we were eating we met with 
our local member for Hunter, Joel Fitzgibbon.  

By April and Hanna 
 
Telstra Tower 
On Tuesday we went to the Telstra Tower. We 
walked up lots and lots of stairs to the viewing 
platform. We finally reached the platform to 
experience the magnificent view of Canberra.  
Some people were brave enough to climb 
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further up the tower to the higher viewing 
platforms. It would have to be the best and 
most wonderful view I have ever seen. You 
could see the whole impressive view of 
Canberra from up there. Finally we had the 
chance to go to the gift shop and buy whatever 
we wanted. It was great to experience the 
wonderful view of Telstra Tower. 
 
Mt Ainslie 
On Wednesday 24 we went to Mt Ainslie. Like 
the Telstra Tower we could see a wonderful 
view and you could see the whole of Canberra. 
We could see the different buildings and places 
that we have been to like the New and Old 
Parliament house, Telstra Tower, Questacon, 
War Memorial and many other places. 

By Tylor & Manda 
 
CSIRO 
On Wednesday 24 we went to the CSIRO which 

stands for Commonwealth Scientific and 
Industrial Research Organisation. When we first 
got there we were allowed to put on a lab coat 
and glasses, with no lenses, to look like a 
scientific nerd. We did hands on experiments 
like putting a frog or a brain together, looking 
under a microscope, making DNA and brain-
busting puzzles. Then we held some stick 
insects and had a look at some turtles. Finally 
we got to look around the building. Some of the 
things around the building were stuffed animals 
like cats, snakes, birds and frogs. We also saw 
how experiments work.   

By Demmi and Tiesha 
 
Old Parliament House 
On Wednesday we went to the Old Parliament 
House. On arrival we were greeted by our 
guide. She showed us around Old Parliament 

House and we went to the Senate. Miranda and 
Brodie re-enacted two famous historical 
moments where the first aboriginal person 
joined the Senate and also the first female to sit 
in the Senate. When we went into the Senate 
we had to wear fancy white gloves to help 
preserve the Old Parliament House’s history.   

By Breanna 
 

Laser Tag 
On Wednesday night we went to Zone 3 to play 
Laser Tag. Firstly we all got split up into groups 
then we got told all the rules. Half of us played 
Laser tag and while the other half played 
arcade games like air hockey, shooting games 
racing games and dancing games. We put on 
our gear, the teams were red, blue and green. 
After fifteen minutes was up we swapped over, 
the team that was in the laser area got scored 
on their accuracy and how many people they 
shot in the fifteen minutes. Then it was the 
other groups turn, while we played the arcade 
games. We all got to play 3 very hectic games 
of Laser Tag. Only one person was injured: 
Skye ended up with a very swollen black eye. 
Over all we had a great time, even Skye.  

By Matthew Wightman and Lachlan 
 
Exhibition Centre 
On our last day in Canberra we went to the 
Exhibition Centre. We saw how Canberra 
became the capital city of Australia. We saw a 
plan of how Canberra was going to be built. We 
also saw a model of Canberra. Before we left 
we were allowed to have a look around the 
centre. Around the centre we saw photos of old 
prime ministers, ancient artefacts and got to 
see the beautiful view of Canberra.  

By Tiesha and Demmi 
 

The National Gallery  
When we got to the Gallery we had morning 
tea.   Then we got split up into four groups to 
go on tour. We went up stairs and saw some of 
the art works in the gallery. There were Sidney 
Nolan pictures of Ned Kelly, Monet, Aboriginal 
art, and Pablo Picasso.    

By April and Hanna 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

UHVEIN AWARDS 
 
Merriwa Central School was well represented at 
the regional UHVEIN award evening held in 
Muswellbrook on 24 November 2010.   
 
Students had been nominated for a number of 
awards and had to compete with students from 
other schools  and TAFE colleges in the Upper 
Hunter region including Singleton.   
 
Many of these schools are much larger than 
Merriwa and have a number of students 
studying vocational education courses. It was 
wonderful to see the following students gain 
awards on the evening and maintain Merriwa 
Central’s tradition of excellence in the area of 
vocational education. 
 
 Katie Cowan – Best all round Year 11 

student - Business Services 
 
 Jey Rawlinson – Best all round Year 11 - 

Metal & Engineering student 
 
 Rhiannon Teague – Best all round Year 12 

student - Business Services 
 
 Katie Cowan – Best all round Year 11 School 

Based Trainee student 
 
 Ebony McConnell – Highly Commended for 

Best all round Year 12 School Based Trainee 
student 

 
 Tegan Cornish – Best all round Year 12 

School Based Trainee student 
 
The students are to be congratulated on their 
wonderful achievements and the role models 
they provide for Merriwa Central School in the 
field of vocational education. 
 

J Hegarty 
VET  Coordinator 

Katie Cowan, Nicholas McLoughlin, Zoe Nairne, 
Shane Doran, Ebony McConnell, Jey Rawlinson, 
Rhiannon Teague, Merriwa Central School 
students who attended the Upper Hunter 
Vocational Education and Industry  Network 
(UHVEIN) Awards evening on the 24 November. 

Rhiannon Teague Best All Round Yr 12 Business 
Services Student 
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ROAR REPORT 
 

Mo Crazy Day!  
ROAR will be holding an out of uniform day 
this Friday!  Students are encouraged to make 
a gold coin donation to Movember.  Best fake 
Mo on the day (Male and Female) will be 
awarded a coveted sash.  So start thinking, 
get creative and support a great cause on 
December 3! 
 
Thank you to everybody who has supported 
us over the past month – it is greatly 
appreciated! 

 
Adam Johnston 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY – SHOES 
 
On behalf of the Year 7 /8 D & T class I would 
like to thank Trish Sormaz for sharing her 
employment history and knowledge of the foot 
wear industry with us during our recent Shoe 
Making Unit.  She was a valuable asset to have 
on hand while the students constructed their 
shoes made from recycled materials.  A great 
time was had by all as the students attempted 
to walk in the finished shoes for a distance of 
100 metres as part of their assessment task.  I 
think everyone who participated in the activity 
now has a renewed appreciation for how much 
stress our feet place on our footwear and how 
important it is to wear the correct fitting shoe 
for the occasion. For example it would be hard 
to play football in flippers or protect your feet if 
you wore a canvas shoe on a building site.  
Below are some images of our creations. 

 
Lorraine Brennand  

Teacher 

Katie Cowan  - 
Best All Round 
Yr 11 Business 
Services                                                                                           
Student 

Jey Rawlinson Best All Round Metal & 
Engineering Yr 11 student 
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ROAR Athlete Profile 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Name:     Darryl Mulholland 
Year Group:    8 
Favourite Subject:   PE 
Favourite sport:   Soccer 
Favourite team:   Eels 
Favourite player:   Eric Grothe/Luke Burt 
Best personal sporting  
achievement:    Soccer Grand Final 
Advice to young players:  Listen to the ref and 
     the coach 

Name:     Stef Sormaz  
Year Group:    8 
Favourite Subject:   PE 
Favourite pastime:   Hanging with friends 
Dream Career:    Pop Star 
Best school experience:  Star Struck 
Best personal achievement:  Running 
Advice on how to stay Confident: Live life, love life  
     and have fun. 
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Nitbusters/Crazy Hair Day 
On Thursday afternoon and Friday we held 
our Nitbusters sessions at school.  Thank you 
to all the families supporting this very 
important activity. It is wonderful to have 
nearly all families involved, and, if possible, 
we would like to include all families so as to 
assist in eliminating the problem. As Mrs 
Nairne undertook the task alone, it could not 
be finished in the one afternoon. 
 

Assembly 
Friday afternoon’s Assembly was a great 
success. Thank you for attending our last 
School Assembly for the year (as we have 
Presentation Night in two weeks time). Please 
check the Photo Gallery for our stars. Our 
awardees were – Angus Morton (Uniform), 
Debra Schmidt (Sport), Heath Schmidt and 
Kiera Dowler (Workers of the Week) and 
Shianne Mason (Student of the Week). Our 
Home Reading Awards went to Sarah Nairne, 
Brady Nairne and Thomas Nash. We wished 
Sarah Nairne a Happy Birthday (12 December) 
as we will not be having another Assembly to 
do this. We won’t mention Mrs Gant’s birthday 
next weekend. 
 

Active After Schools Program 
Our last Active After Schools Program at the 
Cassilis Tennis Courts will be this Wednesday.  
Thanks to Loretta Cooper for being our Tennis 
coach. We really appreciate your assistance 
Loretta. The children have been having a 
fabulous time. Could all students please bring 
afternoon tea to share this Wednesday to 
finish off our sessions for the year, and 
include Loretta in the afternoon tea. Thank 
you once again to all the parents and staff 
involved in the program for your input and 
assistance. 

Student Christmas Party 
Our student Christmas Party will be on Monday 
13 December at lunchtime.  Could all families 
please send in $4.00 per school child in their 
family to cover the costs.  Mrs Leman has 
happily agreed to purchase the foodstuffs for 
the party on our behalf. 
 
Library 
This week will be the last week for Library, and 
will be for returning all books, DVDs, etc so that 
the Library can be tidied up and all items 
checked off before the end of term.  Over the 
next week or two Mrs Leman will be doing a 
stocktake of the Teacher Resources section of 
our Library. 
 
Kinder Transition – Term 4 2010 
Our Kinder Transition Program has now been 
completed for this year.  Thank you to all the 
children who participated ready for starting 
school next year. Thank you also parents for 
bringing their children into these sessions.  
These sessions have allowed the children to get 
to know their new school, teachers and 
classmates for next year, and to begin learning 
about how things operate in and out of the 
classroom at school. 
 
Raffles 
Raffles were drawn on Friday. In the Big Room 
the winner for the Good Worker Award was 
Kiera Dowler and the Homework Award was 
Taine Nash. Congratulations to each of you for 
your great efforts. 
 
Presentation Night 
Presentation Night this year will be held on 
Wednesday 8 December at the Cassilis 
Community Hall, starting at 6pm. We will be 
rehearsing Tuesday and Wednesday next week 
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in preparation for the night. This year supper 
will occur as an intermission during the night, 
allowing the students to have something to eat 
before it gets too late, and to change in 
readiness for their performance while the adults 
are finishing off their supper. We have 
organised training for our students in something 
a little different again this year for their 
performance on the night.  We look forward to 
the night and the students’ performance. On 
Presentation Night the school will be having a 
raffle for a basket of goodies.  Could all parents 
please send an item or two in to school for us 
to fill the basket.  Thank you. 
 
End of Year 
We have been invited to have our students 
participate in Carol Singing at the Merriwa 
Street Christmas Party on Thursday 9 December 
at 4:30pm. The students, with parents if you 
wish to accompany, and staff from each school 
will move around the street from business to 
business singing carols for the enjoyment of all 
around at the time. Last year was quite a 
success, and we would appreciate an even 
bigger group this year. Thank you on behalf of 
all schools involved. The last day for students to 
attend school this year is Wednesday 15 
December. We will hold our Student Christmas 
Party on Monday 13. Reports will be ready to 
send home early in the last week on Monday 
13. Please remember that we do not have 
interviews with these reports. If you wish to 
speak with Mrs Leman and / or I about your 
child(ren), please contact us for an appointment 
as we are very happy to discuss their progress 
at any time.  
 
Christmas Church Service 
We will be having our Christmas Church Service 
this Thursday at the Catholic Church to 
celebrate our great year of Scripture and to 
celebrate Christmas. The service will start at 
10am. All are welcome to join us, and return to 
school with us for Morning Tea. Thank you to 
Rev Mandy and Sister Bridget for all their efforts 
this year, and to Hilary Parker and Wendy 
Rathbone who have started assisting ready to 
take over for Rev Mandy next year. We all really 
appreciate your efforts ladies, and your 
commitment. 

Carols by Candlelight 
This year’s Cassilis Carols by Candlelight will be 
on Tuesday 21 December at 7pm in the 
Community Hall. Please come along and join in 
the carol singing with your family.  These 
occasions are always a really enjoyable way of 
setting the mood for Christmas. 
 

K-2 News 
Spelling 
This week Kindergarten will be revising the 
letter ‘Ii’.  Year 1 and 2 will be looking at the 
‘au’ sound.  Year 1 and 2 Tricky words are, 
‘after’ and ‘every’. 
 

Homework 
I can hear some cheers as I say that this week 
will be the last week for spelling homework for 
the year.  Next week we are involved in our 
drama workshop in preparation for our 
presentation night and the week after is the 
last week of school.  However, I would still like 
that children take home a reader each night to 
practise their reading with. 
 
Human Society and its Environment 
Last week in HSIE students travelled back in 
time to the very first Christmas. Each student 
was given a cardboard cut-out character and 
acted that character within the nativity scene. 
Once complete students coloured in their 
characters and put the scene together. The 
completed nativity scene will be displayed in 
the back of the classroom for the rest of the 
term. This week students will start looking at 
some different countries around the world and 
how they celebrate Christmas. 
 
Sport 
In sport last week students from Kinder to year 
six began practising their netball skills. They did 
this by completing some throwing and catching 
drills before putting these skills into practise by 
playing a modified game of netball. In the 
modified game students scored goals by hitting 
cones in hoops rather than using the usual goal 
ring.   
 
Awards 
The Homework award this week went to Brady 
Nairne and the Good behaviour award went to 
Angus Morton. Keep up the good work : ) 
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Finally, we would also like to say well done to 
everyone who received awards at last week’s 
assembly. Congratulations! 
 
We hope everyone has a great week. 
Liz Leman and Katrina Hodgson,  
K-2 Classroom Teachers 
 
School Calendar 
Monday 6  Budget Meeting 3:15pm 
Tuesday 7 Training for Pres. Night 
Wednesday 8  Training for Pres. Night 
 Presentation Night 6pm 
Thursday 9  Merriwa Street Christmas 

Party 4:00pm 
Monday 13  Student Christmas Party 
Wednesday15  Last day of school for 

Students.  
 

Photo Gallery 
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We were very excited to hear about our 
successful results in the Newcastle Herald 
School Newspaper Competition in which we 
won two awards at last week’s presentation 
ceremony.  
 
St Joseph’s Merriwa was awarded a Highly 
Commended in the Best Primary News Story 
and followed that up with Best Primary 
Newspaper Overall! What an accomplishment!  
 
There were 96 schools competing in the 
competition this year so we are very proud of 
our small school’s achievement! Brydie has 
included an account of the day’s events below 
in the Ringer article.  
 
We are very proud of our 5/6 class. All your 
hard work was worth it and we look forward 
to your entry next year. You will need to keep 
your journalistic eye open.  
 
Newcastle Herald Presentation 2010 
By Brydie Moore 
 
This year, 5/6 wrote six articles plus an 
editorial to go into the Newcastle Herald 
Schools Newspaper Competition. Brydie 
Moore, Tasia Martin, Hamish Cameron, James 
Hagley traveled with Mrs Cameron to attend 
the Presentation on the 23 November 2010, in 
the Crusader Room at Energy Australia 
Stadium. Here we took out the award of 
Highly Commended Best Primary Article for 
our story entitled - ‘Hopping on Eggs-press’ 
about Merriwa’s Papanui Eggs by Brydie 
Moore, Tasia Martin and Hamish Cameron. We 
also took out Best Overall Primary Entry! 
 

Our newspaper  included - ‘Ambulances to the 
Rescue’ by John Cronin and Callum Telfer 
discussing ambulance availability in Merriwa; 
‘Getting Back in the Game’ by Georgia Cameron, 
Jacob Medd, Jack Inder, Austin Constable, 
Bailey McNaught and Pieta Cassar, following up 
our editorial from last year on football and 
Netball competition in Merriwa; ‘Fear rises over 
Plague of Locusts’ by Luke Cronin, Isabelle 
Burge and John Cronin;  ‘New Bridge over Creek 
under Construction’ by Georgia Cameron, Jacob 
Medd, Jack Inder and Bailey McNaught telling 
the tale of our new bridge over Witneys Creek; 
‘Windy Days ahead for the Town’ by James 
Hagley and Brydie Moore exploring the pros and 
cons of the Wind Turbine debate and of course 
“Hopping on Eggs-press’ By Brydie Moore, Tasia 
Martin and Hamish Cameron talking about 
Merriwa’s Papanui Eggs. In addition to all of 
these stories we had our Editorial –‘Need for 
Place to Revive and Survive’ by Jack Inder, 
Jacob Medd, Georgia Cameron and Bailey 
McNaught.      
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We all enjoyed a lovely buffet lunch following 
the Presentation.  
 
We even got to celebrate by calling in to 
Newcastle beach for a quick paddle! Thanks 
very much to Mrs Maria Cameron for driving us 
all to Newcastle to be a part of this wonderful 
experience!    

Brydie Moore,  
Year 5  
 

Last weekend we celebrated the beginning of 
the Church’s liturgical year with the 
commencement of Advent. The Advent season 
is a time of great celebration and anticipation. 
This Advent we are focussing on the many and 
varied ways our God acts in us, in our lives and 
in our world. Let us be open to God in whatever 
ways God wishes to reveal Himself to us. At this 
time of year we need to think of others who are 
not as fortunate as ourselves. We are collecting 
for the St Anne’s Annual Vinnies Christmas 
appeal. Any non-perishable goods or presents 
can be left at the school to be distributed within 
the local community. 
 
Last Saturday, the St Joseph’s Fair was held in 
our school grounds. With the help of some very 
dedicated members of the P&F the event was a 
wonderful opportunity for people to come 
together and have a wonderful time with good 
old fashioned games and events. Some of the 
events were the yabby races, face painting, 
balloon art, pony rides, jaffa basha, sumo 
wrestling, book fair, silent auction, ironman 
competition, plant stalls, cake stalls as well as 
some delicious food stalls to satisfy our 
hunger….. The students and staff appreciate all 
that you do. A special mention to the organising 
committee - Jayne Cronin, Shane & Brooke 
Constable, Yvonne McNaught and Marissa 
Edens-Rosa for their wonderful work and 
dedication in making this a successful event. 
Another special mention to two local businesses 
who donated our major raffle prizes – Ray 
McConnell of Merriwa Hardware and Michael & 
Penelope Hynes of Hidden Valley Homestead. 
Your generous support is very much 
appreciated. Huge thanks to all the families and 
community members who supported the fair by 
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working, donating and/or attending the event. 
Well done! 
 
Winners of the major raffle were: 
1st prize – Four burner hooded bbq, outdoor 
setting & umbrella (kindly donated by Merriwa 
Hardware)  -  Maria Cameron 
2nd prize – Dinner for 4 at Hidden Valley 
Homestead  (kindly donated by Hidden Valley 
Homestead)  -  Jack Shannon 
3rd prize – Lunch for 2 at Hidden Valley 
Homestead (kindly donated by Hidden Valley 
Homestead)  -  M Beavan 
 
Cake stall raffle 
Beautifully decorated Christmas Cake (many 
thanks to Fiona Wightman for her kind 
donation) -  won by Maria Cameron 
 
Swimming lessons have commenced this week 
and will continue next week concluding with our 
annual Swimming Carnival with St Joseph’s 
Denman on Friday December 10 at the Merriwa 
Swimming Pool. 
We are very grateful for the parent helpers and 
our staff who assist students to learn these very 
vital lifelong skills. Remember each child must 
have a sun shirt during swimming lessons. 

We would like to invite families and friends of 
the St Joseph’s School Community to our 
Annual Presentation Night to be held on 
Tuesday 7 December 2010 in the St Joseph’s 
School grounds commencing at 7.00pm. On this 
evening we acknowledge the great work done 
by the students throughout the year. We also 
welcome our new families for 2011 and farewell 
any families who have finished the primary 
stage of their children’s education journey with 
us. Please RSVP to Sally or Helen on 65482035. 
 
Street Christmas Party - on Thursday 9 
December children from combined local schools 
will be singing carols at various business houses 
in town between 4.30 and 5.30pm. Children will 
dress in Christmas theme for this event. Last 
year we had an absolutely fabulous time 
spreading Christmas cheer throughout the 
town. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Awards 
Congratulations to our Week 8 award winners: 
K/1:   
Claudia Frampton - trying very hard with her 
sounds 
Lauren Redgate - for being an independent 
worker 
2/3/4:  
Ty Riley – for trying hard with spelling 
Clancy Martin – for his willingness to help in all 
situations 
Cameron Ninness – for his great work with his 
tables 
5/6:  
Luke Cronin – for his excellent help at the Fair 
Jack Inder – for an impressive factual 
description on Merriwa 
 

Anne Marie Peebles 
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 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT FOR NOVEMBER 
2010 

 
Orientation Day 
We all enjoyed meeting and welcoming our 
new Pre-schoolers and their parents on 
Friday. It was great to see the children 
making their first small break away from their 
parents during the morning’s session. 
 
Staff Training 
Jess and I recently attended evening training 
ran by one of our funding bodies – SCAN, at 
Muswellbrook Pre-school. We were presented 
with a tool for services to look at areas of our 
service with inclusion in mind, searching for 
ways new ways at looking at inclusive 
practice, not only with all children, but also 
keeping adults and visitors in mind. We’ll soon 
be working our way through this. Jayne 
Cronin, Carol Upward and myself also recently 
attended some further training on sensory 
processing. Staff continue to update and 
extend their knowledge in the early childhood 
field. 
 
Welcome to Rebecca Constable 
Last week we had Rebecca Constable with us 
on work experience. She really enjoyed her 
time working in a Pre-school, and has 
experienced a wide range of tasks. Thanks 
Rebecca! 
 
Parent Exchanges 
One of these days was booked out within a 
few days of the note going to parents of 
children who will attend Kindergarten in 2011. 
Some great information was exchanged 
between myself and parents. Last date 
planned for Friday 3 December. Please phone 

now if you would like to secure a time. Parents 
are reminded that they are always welcome to 
make a suitable time to discuss their child’s 
development. 
 
School Visits 
We’ve been having a lot of discussion with the 
children in relation to their school visits. We’ve 
talked about the school bell, heard about smart 
boards from the children, practised with an 
apple slinky (thanks Hannah!) talked about 
familiar games, familiar activities, familiar 
people (some mentioned they had seen Mrs 
Gibbons!) buddies, and lots more. The children 
initiated an interesting discussion of how they 
thought it would be good if we could still visit 
them in their new place of schooling in order to 
hand out cuddles. They thought we could just 
drive to their respective schools (even Scone, 
but were warned that we might run out of 
petrol!)in order to take care of this important 
request. We didn’t realise that this was a 
significant part that they would miss from Pre-
school. Interesting isn’t it? 
 
Thank you  
Hayley Rodgers, Derm Shannon and Mike Wong 
for helping out with lawn mowing. 
 
Fruit for Sale 
This wonderful service will continue on in 2011. 
Children have really increased their fruit eating 
since we have had fruit to purchase at Pre-
school. Thanks to our ‘fruit fairy’ Fiona Morgan 
for keeping us stocked in delicious fresh fruit 
from our local IGA. 
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 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 
 

Christmas Parties 
Parents will have now received a separate note 
in relation to Christmas parties. If your child 
attends more than one day per week, we need 
to know which party / concert you will attend 
prior to the day. Please let us know by adding 
your name to the list on the notice board. With 
many thanks to Natalie Hourn for offering to 
organize food for these days and to Tracy 
Fairhall for organizing all of Santa’s lolly bags. 
What a great help. Mary Frampton is also 
helping out with preparations for the days. 
Thank you to all these ladies. We all eagerly 
await a visit from the man in the jolly red suit, 
and are beginning to decorate our room in the 
festive spirit. 
 

Last Day of Term  
Our last regular day for the term will be 
Thursday 16 December, which is also our last 
party day. On this day, the other schools are 
closed and so parents of bus children may need 
to make other arrangements for travel on this 
day. Please make a note of this at home. 
 

New Gross Motor Equipment and Duplo 
Additions 
The children have been really enjoying a series 
of large outdoor shapes, which they have to 
negotiate their way through with their bodies. 

These will also be a great activity on rainy days. 
We were noticing a drop in the available 
additions to our farm duplo and the children are 
now enjoying some wonderful new additions. 
 

Wishes for Christmas 
It’s hard to believe another year is drawing to a 
close very quickly. Thank you to all the children 
for sharing their joy, their fun, their 
accomplishments and their life lessons with us 
throughout the year, to parents and Committee 
for their constant cheery support and to all Pre-
school and Mac Staff for just being so 
wonderful. Everyone’s efforts are truly 
appreciated and never go unnoticed. Stay safe 
over the holiday break. I always think it’s a time 
to be thankful for all that we have, and all 
those who have such a profound effect on our 
lives. It’s also a time to think of those who may 
not be as fortunate as ourselves. May you all 
treasure precious time with your families at 
Christmas.   

Here’s one of our ‘families’ at Pre-school. 
 

Jill Martyn  
(Teaching Director) 
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Merriwa Activity Centre 
 
Offering Quality Vacation Care for children aged 5 – 12 years, 
Monday to Friday, 8.30am (8.15 by appointment) – 6pm. 
Children starting school in 2011 are eligible to enrol. 
 
January 2011 vacation Care starts 4 January 
 
All you need to do is call Jill or Julie on 65482082, collect an 
enrolment package (if not enrolled) and book your child/ren in. 
 
Our program offers some great activities to choose from, and 
will be circulated in the next 2 weeks. Here are some 
highlights: 
 
12 January - the much anticipated trip to Singleton cinema – 
this day also incorporates group games and play during morning 
tea, lunch and afternoon breaks. 
 
19 January – Magician Joel Howlett will be performing at MAC. 
Some of you might remember Joel from Little Sprouts Day a 
couple of years ago. IT SHOULD BE MAGIC!!! 
 
Remember you could be eligible for substantial rebates from 
Centrelink. Just call them and quote our Vacation Care number 
555 014 708J. 
 
Hope to see you at MAC 
Jill, Julie and Staff 
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE 
After School and Vacation Care 
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds 

The feeling of Christmas is well and truly in the 
air. We have been doing loads of Christmas 
craft, which the Children seem to be really 
enjoying. We have a large variety so there is 
something for everyone’s taste.  
 
Don’t forget the MAC Christmas party next 
Thursday, 9 December. Your child is required be 
booked in to attend. We don’t have many places 
left so if you want your child to come please 
contact us as soon as possible. We would hate 
to see anyone miss out. 
 
Committee (Pre-School/MAC) 
As it currently stands, MAC does not have any 
parents representing the centre at these 
meetings. There is absolutely NO pressure to 
hold a position, just attend to add your valuable 
thoughts to any discussion relating to MAC.  
 
Please give some thought to joining as we are 
here for your children and what a perfect 
opportunity to have input on what happens at 
the centre. 
 
The meetings are held on the 4 Thursday of the 
month, 6pm at the Pre-School. If you are 

interested please contact any staff member for 
further details. 
 
Pupil Free Days 16/17 December 
Just a reminder that MAC we will be open on 
both pupil free days. The centre will be open 
from 8.30am until 6pm. We will be offering a 
wide variety of crafts, activities and games.  
 
Weather permitting, we will be visiting the 
swimming pool on both days. Please remember 
to pack swimmers, Sun Shirt, hat, towel and a 
change of shorts or underclothes if used as 
swimmers. 
 
The centre will then be closed from Monday 20 
December and will reopen Tuesday 4 January 
2011.   
 
Friday, January 28 2011 is also a pupil free day 
and we will be open on that day too.  Bookings 
for this day are more than welcome. 
 
What is on at MAC this Week? 
Fruit is served at every afternoon tea. 
 
Christmas Craft All Week 
 
Monday – Sandwiches 
Tuesday- Rice cakes 
Wednesday- Nachos 
Thursday- Christmas Party 
 Friday- Toast and spread 
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE 
After School and Vacation Care 
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds 

Isabella spent quite a bit of time hand 
stitching this beautiful lavender sachet. 
Blanket stitch was used to make the bag and 
tiny stitches to attach the pretty, white heart 
at the front. You did a brilliant job Isabella! 
 

Photo of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity Centre CRN (Afterschool Care) is 
55501702K and Vacation Care is 55501408J. 
There is also the potential for working mothers 
to receive up to 50% of the fees outlaid back in 
their tax returns. 
 
Did you know your child can attend MAC for as 
little as $3 per session? Contact Centrelink to 
find out your child care benefit (CCB). 
 
See you next week 
 

Jill, Julie and Staff 
 
 

Charlie-Rose enjoying a jelly cup topped with 
cream, kiwi fruit, banana and mango. Just 
one example of the many yummy afternoon 
teas we serve at MAC. 
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ANGLICAN NEWS 

Advent 
This Sunday, 5 December, is the Second 
Sunday of Advent as we prepare to welcome 
the Christ Child into our hearts and homes at 
Christmas.  Please come and join us as we 
journey through this wonderful season. 
 

Fr David Battrick here 
Fr David Battrick will meet with the Parish 
Council and the Ministry Team at the Parish Hall 
on Saturday 4 December from 10am-4pm to 
discuss re-Visioning for the parish for 2011. 
 

Parish Christmas Party 
Saturday 4 December is the date for the joyous 
service of 9 Lessons & Carols followed by the 
Parish Christmas Party.  The Guild will provide a 
ham if everyone could please bring a plate to 
share of either another meat, salad or a sweet.  
Please bring your own drinks.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
 

Bush Picnic & Eucharist 
Everyone who made the trip to “Eagles’ Drift”, 
the property of Ted and Jenny Finnie, last 
Saturday enjoyed the day.  The Eucharist 
amongst the trees and the beauty of nature 
was very spiritual.  It was  led by Ross Craven, 
Rev’d Mandy and Fr Michael Davies.  A bring 
and share lunch was delicious and the 
fellowship most enjoyable. 
 

Used Stamps for Missions 
It is planned to send a parcel of used stamps to 
ABM (Australian Board of Missions) next week.  
If you have been kindly saving your used 

stamps, please leave them at the church or 
contact Jean Keeping, 654822492 and they can 
be collected.  Thanks to everyone who is 
helping. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
December 19 Carols in the Park 
 

Sentence of the Week 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news. 
     Mark 1.15 
 

Quote of the Week 
 It’s not how many hours you put in but how 
much you put in the hours. 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord not for men … It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving.   
    Colossians 3.23-24 
 
 

Events for this Week   
Friday 3 December  10am Eucharist at 
    Holy Trinity 
Saturday 4    Fr David Battrick 
    meeting with  
    Parish Council and 
    Ministry Team 
10am-4pm   9 Lessons &  
    Carols at Holy  
    Trinity 6pm  
    Followed by the 
    Parish Christmas 
    Party at the hall 
Sunday 5 December  9am Eucharist at 
    Holy Trinity 
       
      
Please come and join us. 
 

Jean Keeping 
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REMINDERREMINDER  
 

The deadline for articles and advertisements  
for the  

Merriwa Ringer is  
 

12 noon  
Monday 

HOME LOANS 
With access to over 22 home loan providers, 
let us find the loan that is right for you. 

INSURANCE 
With access to many of Australia’s top 
insurance companies, why not ask as for a 
quote today 

COMMERCIAL FINANCE 
Trucks, tractors, excavators or finance for  
the farm – Talk to us today  
 

 6548 2651 
 92 Bettington St, Merriwa 

UPPER HUNTER LANDSCAPE GUARDIANS 

“Wind turbines - this certainly makes hem seem 
like a red hot idea!” 

“Radars...What’s a radar?” 
“Well, it’s a thing on planes that helps them to 
stay on course and stops them crashing” 
“Mmm, maybe they should give some to the 
government...??” 
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK 
CHRISTMAS CUPCAKES 
 
 
 

Ingredients 
 125g butter 
 100g (1/2 cup, firmly packed) brown sugar 
 1 tsp finely grated orange rind 
 2 eggs 
 500g dried mixed fruit 
 60g (1/2 cup) chopped walnuts 
 80ml (1/3 cup) fresh orange juice 
 75g (1/2 cup) plain flour, sifted 
 75g (1/2 cup) self-raising flour, sifted 
 1/2 tsp mixed spice 
 250g White Icing 
 10 drops green food colouring 
 36 red Smarties or M&M'S 

Method 
 Preheat oven to 170°C. Line twelve muffin 

pans with cases. Use an electric beater to 
beat the butter, sugar and orange rind in a 
bowl until pale and creamy. Add the eggs, 1 
at a time, beating well after each addition. 

 Stir in the dried fruit, walnuts and orange 
juice. Stir in the combined flour and mixed 
spice. Spoon into the lined pans and smooth 
the surfaces. 

 Bake for 30 minutes or until cupcakes are 
firm to touch. Set aside in the pans for 5 
minutes to cool before transferring to a wire 
rack to cool completely. 

 Knead the icing. Roll out on a sheet of non-
stick baking paper until 3mm thick. Use a 
round 7cm pastry cutter to cut 12 discs from 
icing. Place on the cupcakes. 

 Add food colouring to left over Icing. Cut 24 
small diamond shapes from the icing. 
Arrange on cupcakes to make leaves. Roll 
remaining icing into small balls and use to 
attach Smarties or M&M'S to the cupcakes to 
make berries 

YOUNG ENDEAVOUR AMBASSADORS TO 
EMBARK ON MAIDEN VOYAGE 

 

‘A Voyage of a Lifetime’ – the words repeated 
by every young person that has experienced 
the journey on the tall ship the Young 
Endeavour.  On 5 December, 6 Upper Hunter 
students (Cassandra Sutton, Courtney 
Hansen, Kristen Hunt, Nicholas McLoughlin, 
Joel Gilbert and the aptly named James Cook) 
will take part in this unique, challenging and 
inspirational experience at sea, and on 
Monday of this week they attended the UHSC 
Meeting to receive their voyage Kits.  
 

Each year UHSC provides financial support to 
schools to ensure the continuation of 
academic and creative arts achievement 
awards. The Council are also involved in our 
local youth clubs and work diligently to 
develop a range of young initiatives for young 
people.   The Council has spent considerable 
time researching activities outside the Upper 
Hunter that can offer unique opportunities to 
young people based in rural areas.  In 2010 
this sees 6 young people participate in The 
Young Endeavour Scheme. Three females 
and three males were chosen from a ballot 
which attracted 31 nominees from across the 
Shire.   
 
2010 YES Ambassador Cassandra Sutton said 
that she loved heights so was very excited 
about the trip.  
 
UHSC Mayor Lee Watts said she looked 
forward to hearing the stories the 
Ambassadors would return with and wished 
all 6 participants the very best for their 
voyage. 
 
 

Lee Watts 
Mayor 
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ENERGYAUSTRALIA’S NEW MERRIWA 
DEPOT OPEN FOR BUSINESS   

 

EnergyAustralia’s Merriwa employees are now 
working from improved headquarters, following 
a refurbishment of the original depot building 
on the Golden Highway. 
 

The new-look depot was officially opened this 
month by General Manager Operations John 
Eisenhuth, and Executive Manager Hunter, 
David Barr.  
 

Mr Barr said the remodelled building would 
enable staff to work more efficiently in much-
improved conditions.  
 

“Our people are now working from new offices 
that are undergoing IT upgrades, while a large 
warehouse area has been created from the 
framework of the original depot building,” he 
said.  
 

Apart from an expanded internal layout, the 
depot now has concrete hardstand areas at the 
rear of the building, and an undercover area for 
vehicle and equipment storage. The warehouse 
area has also been fitted with automated roller 
doors. 
 

EnergyAustralia is also completing the final 
touches to a refurbishment at its Muswellbrook 
operations at Mitchell Line, while work on new 
premises for Singleton staff is scheduled to 
start early next year.  
 

“We are presently moving ahead with a five-
year capital works plan that will see a record 
$337 million worth of improvements to the 
Upper Hunter area network up to 2014,” Mr 
Barr said. .”  
 
EnergyAustralia 
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Attention Sponsors! 
 

We would like to feature some new regular 
columns on the following topics: 

Cooking   Gardening 
Pets/Livestock               Craft 

If you would be interested in submitting columns 
on one of these topics on a  

regular basis we would like to hear from you! 

MERRIWA SURGERY 
 
On behalf of myself, my family and the staff of 
Merriwa Surgery, we would like to thank the 
Merriwa community for their support in 2010, 
and would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a safe and prosperous New Year, 
 
My family and I will be visiting our families in 
Egypt during January 2011. We have not seen 
them for 7 years, our last visit was in 2003 and 
we are very excited about seeing them again. 
 
The surgery will however be open until 28 
December. We are currently trying to source a 
Locum for the time we will be away and will 
advise our patients as soon as possible. 
 
Again wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and of course good health! 
 

Dr Salama 

TRINITY MARKETS 
 

Well, the year is nearly over and Christmas is 
almost upon us! 
 

A big thankyou to all our wonderful Trinity 
Markets volunteers who have put so much time 
and effort into making our op shop exciting and 
attractive. The Christmas decorations look great 
and add that special seasonal touch to your 
shopping experience. 
 

Don’t forget Late Night Trading and the Main 
Street Christmas Party, on this evening 
(Thursday) in  Merriwa’s main street shopping 
centre. Trinity Markets will be open all 
afternoon and into the evening, so pop in and 
see what we have to offer. You never know 
what you’ll find! We’re right next to the Tourist 
Welcoming Centre. 
 
Opening Hours - Over Christmas/ New Year, 
Trinity Markets will close on Saturday December 
25 (obviously!) and open again on Wednesday 
December 29. The shop will also close on New 
Year’s Day (Saturday January 1) and re-open 
on Tuesday January 4. 
 
Do you need any little last-minute presents that 
don’t cost an arm and a leg? Drop in to Trinity 
Markets and check out our nick-nacks, vases, 
books, all sorts of interesting little items. 
 
Please remember, we really appreciate 
donations but make sure they are clean, 
because our volunteers do such good work and 
it’s difficult to be happy in your work when 
you’re having to go through goods that are in 
an unpleasant condition. Thank you. 
 
Always remember, you can “Dress for Less” at 
Trinity Markets. 
 

The Volunteers 
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Submitting a Column?? 
 

If you have a picture or photo that 
complements your article, please 

send it in as well.  
We may not always have to room to 

fit it in, but we will try! 

MERRIWA HARDWARE 
 

Welcome back for another quick bit of jibber. 
 

The Thrifty Link Sparkling Christmas Specials 
Sale is now underway. Pages and pages, 24 
actually, of great Christmas ideas. Don't leave it 
too late as stock is moving fast. As I'm writing 
this (Monday morning), I'm finding that I 
already have to try to reorder some of the 
catalogue stock, so I will apologise in advance 
for running out of some stock. 
 

Don't forget to have a go at winning a 
$1000.00 Thrifty Link gift card. Have a look at 
the catalogue for details. 
 
We have a limited supply of Thrifty Link 2011 
calendars available too! 
 
Congratulations to St Josephs School on 
another successful Fair. A good day was had by 
everyone. 

GM  Llewelyn &  Co Merriwa 
Real Estate, Stock &  Station Agents  

AUCTION 
117 Bettington St Merriwa 

“Girl Guides Hall” 
Saturday 18 December 2010  

ON-SITE 10.30am 
 

Situated on a block of land 
measuring 670.3sq mts this 

property is located in the 
business area of Merriwa adjacent 
to the Post Office and Royal Hotel. 

The brick and fibro building 
measures approximately 5m x 
12m with renovations required. 

 
Please phone the selling agents 

for further details or for 
arrangements to inspect. 

Office: 6548 2008  Greg Llewelyn: 
0417 227 204 

 

That's it for this week. Out of time again! 
  
Did you know?          
Elvis Presley had a twin brother named Garon, 
who died at birth, which is why Elvis' middle 
name was spelled Aron; in honor of his brother  
 

Ray 
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MERRIWA POST OFFICE 
 

More than just a Post Office! 
 

Christmas Gift Ideas 
Here are some more ideas for Christmas gift 
giving (or for treating yourself!) from our stock 
and the Australia Post Christmas catalogue: 
 Binoculars, 10x25. Compact and ideal for 

travel or keep handy in your glove box. 
With 25mm ruby coated anti-glare lens 
and HD case for only $19.99. 

 Michael Connelly book pack. Three books 
in the pack from the master story teller of 
crime. Only $24.99 for the three . 

 Australian fishing 4 DVD collection. 
Choose from series 1 or 2 and get 4 DVD 
titles such as Snapper fishing tactics, Fish 
filleting, Soft Plastics tactics and more. 
Only $24.99 for 4 DVD pack. 

 Hydration Back Pack (Camel Pak) 2 litre 
food grade bladder and mouth piece. 
Pockets for MP3 player and mobile phone. 
Perfect for hiking, biking and outdoor 
adventures. Choose from 3 colours 
$24.99, limited stock. 

 Teen Tote gift bags. Choose from 4 
themes – Barbie, Betty Boop, Rachael 
Hale or Hello Kitty. Each is $14.99 and 
contains A4 spiral notebook, lockable 
diary, hi-lighters, gel pens, ruler, pencils & 
sharpener. 

 

And to finish it all of don’t forget our Christmas 
card range that starts at a miserly $1.99 for 
pack of 12. 
 

Wrapping presents? Use decent tape to hold 
things together. Our best buy Packaging Tape 
with dispenser 48mm x 20M long is only $2.For 
business and for lots of wrapping get serious 
with our Pro Tape Dispenser as used in PO. 
Low noise unit of steel and heavy plastic 
construction the pack includes 2 x 48mm x 50 
rolls tough packaging tape. Only $19.95 the lot. 
 

Christmas Stamps 
We now have them all in stock. For all 
Australian envelopes, (but not too big) you will 
need 55 cent Christmas stamps available singly 
(gummed) or self adhesive in books of 10 or 20 
stamps. Nice designs this year. For 
International Christmas cards you will need a 
$1.30 International stamp available singly or in 
books of 5 stamps. 

Wireless Weather Station 
This is one of our Christmas items that is useful 
all year ‘round. Check it out – it has Min/max 
temp, indoor/outdoor temp and humidity, 
graphics mode weather, moon phases, daily 
alarm, clock and calendar. The weather station 
has an attractive modern glass-stainless look, 
and is complete with outdoor wireless sensor 
unit for $39.95. 
 
Printers 
We always have 3in1 inkjet printers in stock 
and source out the best value products with 
reasonable replacement cartridge costs.  
 HP Deskjet 1050 Printer Copier & Scanner 

takes HP 61 cartridges - included. 
Replacement cartridges are HP 61’s at 
$17 black and $23 colour. Printer $63. 

 Canon Pixma MP280 3in1 Printer, Copier, 
Scanner for $79. Great for photo’s. 
Includes Canon 510 & 511 cartridges 
which we have as replacements when 
needed - $24 & $29 respectively. 

Remember, we keep a range of printer 
cartridges and some toners at the best prices 
around. 
 

GPS Good Value 
The top selling TOM TOM ONE GPS has now 
been reduced to $159. This model came in as 
one of the best in recent consumer magazine 
tests. Includes 3.5 inch touch screen, spoken 
street names, speed camera alerts and has the 
most reliable software installed, particularly for 
country driving 
 

20% Note Rule 
This is important – especially if you run a 
business and handle cash. Take Note! If more 
than 20% of any bank note is missing then the 
note is not legal tender and will not be 
accepted at any bank – and Merriwa Post Office 
is also a bank. Please do not try to cash or 
present such a note at the PO as we cannot 
accept it. 
 
Postmasters thought for the week: 
Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens 
Jimi Hendrix 
 

Mel & Kerry Anne  
with Colleen & Mrs Keirra Hourn 
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This Weeks Specials 
 

Cross Cut Blade 2kg for $13.00 
 

Fillet Steak $18.50/kg save $6.00/kg! 
Don’t forget our Sausages are only $6.00/kg and our pure beef mince is $7.00/kg 

Hams for Christmas $8.99/kg 

Traditionally cured, Locally produced Premium leg 
Ham. Get in Early, limited numbers available. Last delivery 17.12.10. 

 
Supporting Hunter Valley Producers for 37 years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE PLACE ORDERS BY 5PM MONDAYS FOR FRIDAY DELIVERY 
For Order Forms 

Ph. 65485170 or 65485008 after 7pm 
Fax. 65485181 

alexanderdownsgroup@bigpond.com 
Top Quality local beef and pork delivered to the Upper Hunter every Friday. 

MERRIWA TO RENEW ALCOHOL-FREE 
ZONE 

 

Upper Hunter Shire Council will renew the 
present Alcohol Free Zone in Merriwa for a 
further four year period.  
 

Upper Hunter Shire Council supports the 
alcohol free zone as it has been effective in 
assisting police in curbing the incidents of 
alcohol related anti social behaviour and 
littering.  
 

The Merriwa area subject to the proposed 
declaration includes the whole of Vennacher 
Street from Parker Street to the southern 
boundary of the Swimming Pool area, 
including that area directly in front of the 
swimming pool; from the Southern boundary 
of the Swimming Pool area in Vennacher 
Street along Solly’s Lane to Bow Street; the 
whole of Bow Street from Solly’s Lane to the 
laneway behind the RSL Club; and the whole 

of Bettington Street from Dutton Street to 
Brisbane Street; and the whole of King George 
V Avenue from Brisbane Street to Quigley 
Street; and the area bounded by Bettington 
Street, Vennacher Street, Solly’s Lane and Bow 
Street. 
 

“Continuation of the Merriwa area alcohol free 
zone is considered necessary to enforce the 
prohibition of consumption of alcohol in the 
streets particularly during the night when 
incidents of anti social behaviour such as 
littering, malicious damage and other street 
offences tend to occur,” said Deputy Mayor Cr. 
Errol Bates.  

 
Lee Watts 

Mayor 
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MERRIWA SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
 
We have been invited to Denman’s Christmas 
Function at the RSL Club, Denman, on 
Wednesday 8 December commencing at 1am 
and costing $18.00 
 
Please let me know if you would like to go 
 

Mary O’Neill 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL FAIR 
 
St Joseph’s Merriwa would like to thank all 
those who came along to support our Fair.  We 
had a wonderful time and hope that you 
enjoyed yourselves too.  There are some very 
exhausted people who helped to organise the 
Fair and they should be very proud of 
themselves, without their tireless efforts the day 
could not have come together so successfully. 
 
The following people were the lucky winners of 
our various raffles: 
 
The barbecue package donated by Merriwa 
hardware was won by Maria Cameron. 
 
The dinner for 4 at Hidden Valley Homestead 
donated by Hidden Valley Homestead was won 
by Jack Shannon. 
 
The lunch for 2 at Hidden Valley Homestead 
donated by Hidden Valley Homestead was won 
by M Beaven. 
 

Christmas cake donated by Fiona Wightman 
was won by Maria Cameron. 
 
The lucky jellybean guesser with the correct 
number of 527 was Helen Whale. 
 

Lucky door winner was Wendy Thomas. 
 

The winner of the scooter for the Junior 
Passport was Charlie Rose Carrall with Lizzie 
Hagley being the winner for the Senior Section. 
 

Next week will be a list of all the helpers, 
donators and any other winners that I have 
missed in this article. 
 

Jayne Cronin 

MERRIWA BOOKIES 
 
Our next meeting is tonight, Thursday 2 
December, 7-9pm, at the Merriwa Library. 
 
It will be interesting to hear our member's 
opinions on this month's book, Heat and Dust 
by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala. 
 
To quote the back cover: 
"The beautiful, spoiled and bored Olivia, 
married to a civil servant, outrages society in 
the tiny, suffocating town of Satipur by 
eloping with an Indian prince. Fifty years 
later, her step-granddaughter goes back to 
the heat, the dust and the squalor of the 
bazaars to solve the enigma of Olivia's 
scandal." 
 
This novel was awarded the Booker Prize in 
1975 and the author has written scripts for 
films such as A Room with a View  and 
Howards End.  
 
We have read a wide variety of books this 
year and enjoyed the wide spectrum of 
viewpoints. Our books are borrowed and 
returned at the meetings (if possible) - this 
way the crate can then be sent on to the next 
club. We all have extremely busy lives and are 
benefiting from the opportunity to do 
something "just for fun". It's amazing how the 
conversation  and laughs flow as we all share 
in our love of books. If you've been thinking 
of coming along, please do so, we have tea 
and coffee and treats. We meet on the first 
Thursday of every month and it is a night that 
we all look forward to! 
  

Sally  
6548 2446 
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 
groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/
anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this 
free service, please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays. 

MERRIWA  HOSPITAL  AUXILIARY 
 
The Auxiliary wish to thank everyone who 
assisted with our recent raffle.  The Iced Fruit 
Cake was kindly donated by member Margo 
Dorney.  Thanks Margo for your continued 
support of the auxiliary over many, many years. 
 
Thanks must also go to Eva Towler for her 
selling of tickets (about half the sales, great 
work Eva) and to the MPS, Dr Salama’s surgery 
and Dr Stokes’ surgery for the sale of tickets. 
 
The raffle was drawn by Mr Ray Shotter last 
Friday night and the winner was Bev Arvidson, 
who is a resident in our Aged Care Section at 
the MPS.  Congratulations Bev. 
 
Thanks to all, for supporting us, as usual, with 
our fundraising efforts.  We would like to wish 
the community a very MERRY CHRISTMAS  and 
a healthy and happy 2011.  Keep safe and keep 
well. 
 

Elaine Sparrow 
(Secretary) 

YOU NEED YOUR FIRE STATION; YOUR 
FIRE STATION NEEDS YOU! 

 
If you are a resident, property or business 
owner or concerned citizen in Merriwa, consider 
this. 
 
Your local NSWFB needs you to become a 
member to help protect your assets, friends and 
family. 
 
We are short staffed and in desperate need of 
new recruits. On a regular basis we do not have 
enough crew in town to allow the fire truck to 
leave the station to help protect your town and 
your assets. 
 
Be proactive, pick up the phone now and call 
Acting Captain Annie Rodgers on 0408 482 778 
and become a member of your local NSW Fire 
Brigade  
 

Adrian & Mel Parker 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Suzanne Telfer of “Mooroobee”, Tamworth, 
would like to announce the recent wedding of 
her only daughter, Emma, to Lachlan, youngest 
son of Chris and Wendy Gill of “Tooraweenah”, 
Merriwa. The wedding took place on 11 
November 2010 on the island of Mauritius. Both 
families wish them a life of happiness. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chris Gill ST JOSEPH'S PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
STREET STALL 

 

Our very last Street Stall for the year will be 
held on Saturday 11 December. All proceeds 
will be going to our local Sisters of St Joseph. 
We all appreciate their quiet, compassionate 
work in the community. Along with Fr Des, 
much of what they do, is behind the scenes, 
but we appreciate it so much and would like 
to say "thank you". It would be wonderful if 
any community members are able to support 
the stall with cooking or produce. 
 
We have a beautiful basket (thanks to 
Christine Riley) full of Christmas goodies as 
our raffle at $1 per ticket. We'll also have a 
100 club and a terrific variety of plants for 
sale. 
 

Thank you 
 

Sally 
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MERRIWA CWA 
  
The Christmas Luncheon will be held at the 
Iron Bark Cafe  
Date: Thursday 9 December  
Time: 11.30 for 12 O’clock  
For catering purposes please RSVP by 2nd 
December. There will be a mystery Santa so 
please bring along a small gift to the value of 
$10. Please phone Robyn on 65 487241 if you 
will be attending.  
 
If anybody has any scraps of natural fibres in 
bright colours that they no longer need could 
they contact Sandra Stewart. These fibres 
may be commercially spun or spun by hand 
and could include cotton, wool, animal hair or 
fur etc. This is for an entry in the creative 
knitted or crochet garment or article craft 
competition with the CWA  
 
Topics for Study for 2011  
Agriculture and Environment: Fauna Platypus.  
Flora: Prostanthera: Native Mint  
Agricultural Product: Citrus fruits  
 
The CWA rooms are available for hire at very 
reasonable rates. For bookings please phone 
Margaret Witney on 65 482241 or anyone of 
the members if Margaret is not available.  
 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 13 
December. Time: 10am  
 
Members are asked to make a Butterscotch 
Cake and bring it along to the meeting (recipe 
in last week’s Ringer)  
 

Robyn McAlister  
Publicity  

MAINLY MUSIC  
 
We have had a wonderful year of fun, music, 
laughter and dancing! 
 
Merriwa Mainly Music invites you to come to 
our Christmas Party on 14 December at 
9.30am at Gummun Place Activity Room and 
bring a $2.00 present to share with another 
child. We will of course have music, dancing, 
fun and games with party food. 
 
Next year we will continue to meet every 
Tuesday during School Term from 9.30am – 
10.30am at Gummun Place. Our first day 
back will be 1 February. We ask Mum’s to 
bring a snack for their little ones and a gold 
coin donation each session. 
 
If you have any questions, please phone 
Rev’d Mandy on 6548 2218 or email 
mmjcwheatley@mysoul.com.au 
 

Rev’d Mandy 

HAVEACHAT 
 
The Merriwa cancer support group "Haveachat" 
meet the 3rd Thursday of each month at 
7.00pm-8.30pm,  at the Merriwa MPS meeting 
room for an informal get together over a cup of 
tea or coffee. 
 
If you have a concern about yourself or 
someone that you care about, come along, 
have a cup of coffee and if you feel like it, have 
a chat about it. If you like, compare notes with 
someone to see how they dealt with some of 
the issues. You never know, a simple 
suggestion may make the world of difference. 
Find out what services and support are 
available to you. 
 
For more information contact Ray McConnell on 
0458482899 or you can find me in Merriwa 
Hardware 
 

Ray 

mailto:mmjcwheatley@mysoul.com.au�
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Council Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
Enquiries—6548 2109 

Environmental Services 

Health and Building Surveyors  
 Available Wednesdays by 

appointment, phone 6548 2109 
 

Director Environmental Services 
Available by appointment, phone 

6540 1136 

RTA Agency 

Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm 
Enquiries—132213 

Waste Depot 

Merriwa 
Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday & 

Monday (unless otherwise advised) 
8am to 12noon & 1pm to 4pm 

 
Cassilis       

Every Saturday (unless otherwise 
advised) 8am to 4pm 

Libraries 

Merriwa Branch 
Tue -10.30am—12.30pm 

Wed - Fri - 1.00pm—5.00pm  
Sat - 9.00am—11.00am  
Enquiries—6548 2207 

Cassilis Branch 
Wed - 10.30am—1.00pm 

Fri - 3.00pm—5.30pm 
Enquiries—6376 1295  

Government Access Centre 

Monday to Friday 9am—4pm 
Enquiries—6548 2109 

Visitor Information  
& Resource Centre 

Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday 10am—
12.30pm and 1pm—3.30pm  

 
Also a Centrelink Access Point 

 
Enquiries— 6548 2607 

 

STREET 
STALL 

 

 Merriwa Festival of the 
Fleeces is having a Street Stall 
17 December.  Tickets will be on 
sale for  the Christmas Raffle-LG 
TV & DVD  package for $2 per 
ticket. Your support would be 
appreciated!  
 Anyone interested in 
donating cooking or stall time, 
please contact Tina Taylor on 

SHOULDER WIDENING 
WORKS – GOLDEN 

HIGHWAY, GUNGAL 
 

 Upper Hunter Shire 
Council, on behalf of the Roads 
and Traffic Authority (RTA), is 
carrying out shoulder widening 
works approximately 14 to 21km 
east of Merriwa. 
 Works will be undertaken 
between 7am and 5pm and are 
expected to take 4 months to 
complete (weather permitting). 
 Council is conscious of 
the effect of works on surrounding 
residents and every effort will be 
made to minimise noise. 
 During the programmed 
works, traffic control will be 

CHRISTMAS SHUTDOWN 
OF OFFICES & 
OPERATIONS 

 

 Christmas operations 
closedown is to commence 
Wednesday 22 December, 2010 
at noon and conclude on 14 
January, 2011, with operational 
staff to resume work on Monday 
17 January 2011. 
 A small number of staff 
will be required to work on 
essential maintenance tasks 
over this period, arrangements 
will be made directly with those 
individuals. 
 The three (3) 
administration centres will be 
closed from 12 noon on Friday, 
24 December 2010 and reopen 
on Tuesday, 4 January 2011. 

MERRIWA/CASSILIS WASTE 
DEPOTS CHRISTMAS/NEW 

YEAR OPENING DAYS 
 
 Merriwa Waste Depot 
will be open on the following days 
over the Christmas/New Year 
period. 
 

Thursday 23 December 2010 (in 
lieu of Christmas Day) 
Friday 24 December 2010 
Monday 27 December 2010 
Tuesday 28 December 2010 (in 
lieu of Boxing Day) 
 

Thursday 30 December 2010 (in 
lieu of New Years Day) 
Friday 31 December 2010 
Sunday 2 January 2010 
Monday 3 January 2010 
 

 Cassilis Transfer Station 
will be open on - 
Friday 24 December 2010 (in lieu 
of Christmas Day) 
Friday 31 December 2010 (in lieu 
of New Years Day) 
 

 Hours of operation during 
opening days will remain the same 
as usual. 

implemented with speed 
restrictions, and some minor 
delays could be expected. 
 Council apologises for 
any inconvenience and 
appreciates your patience during 
this time. 
 

Contact:  Council’s Engineering 
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MERRIWA 
CHRISTMAS 

STREET 
PARTY 

 

Thursday 9 December 2010 
4:30pm – 7:30pm 

 

 The Christmas Party will 
be held again this year on 
Bettington Street, with the street 
being closed from Vennacher 
Street through to Bow Street from 
3:30pm – 8:30pm. There will be 
loads of fun for everyone in the 
community, including jumping 
castles and other inflatable 
activities, visit from Santa and late 
night shopping. Flyers & posters 
with more information out soon!! 

 This event has previously 
been made possible through 
sponsorship from local business. If 
you are a local business or 
community member wishing to 

support this event 
please contact 
Tess, Phoebe or 
Justine at Council 
or make payments 
to Upper Hunter 
Shire Council 
which has kindly 
auspiced the funds 
for the event again 
this year.  

ATTENTION DOG OWNERS 
 

 Over the last couple of 
weeks there have been some dog 
attacks on sheep.  It is the owner’s 
responsibility to keep dogs either 
chained up or in a dog proof yard 
so they cannot wander.  Heavy 
penalties apply if they attack any 
animal or person. 
 For further information 
Contact Councils Compliance 
officer on 65482109. 

APPRENTICESHIPS 2011 
HEAVY VEHICLE MECHANIC – MERRIWA 

HEAVY VEHICLE MECHANIC - MURRURUNDI 
 

 Applications are invited, for the above positions. The major 
tasks of this position will be: 

 To provide fleet maintenance services to the Upper Hunter 
Shire Council 

 Assist with repairs to plant 
 General workshop maintenance 
 Regular attendance at TAFE to obtain trade qualification 

 

 Students currently completing Year 10, 11 or 12 will be 
considered and commencement date will be negotiated with the 
successful applicant. 
 The position is classified as Grade T2 to T5, with a salary 
range of $403.00 to $634.90 dependent on age and experience.  
Other conditions are in accordance with the Local Government (State) 
Award. 
 The job description is available by contacting the Technical 
Services Department on 02 6540 1115 during business hours, or via 
the internet on www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au/council/1023.html  . 
 Written applications must address the skill requirements 
contained in the job description. 
 Potential applicants are encouraged to obtain further 
information from David Boag on 0428 466 205 
 Applications close at 4 pm on Friday 17 December 2010. 
Applications must be in writing and addressed to the General 
Manager and may be sent by mail to PO Box 208, Scone, NSW, 
2337; or fax to 02 6545 2671; or email to 
council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au. 
 Upper Hunter Shire Council is a smoke free workplace and an 
EEO employer. Drug and alcohol testing is a condition of 
employment. 
 

Daryl Dutton 
General Manager 

COMMUNITY BUILDERS GRANTS CLOSE NEXT WEEK! 
Department of Human Services, Community Services 

  
 Do you have an idea for a program that will build strength and 
capacity within our community and enhance our ability to manage 
issues and respond to change? If so, this grant may be for you! 
 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE: 8 December 2010 
 
For information and guidelines visit: 
www2.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au/2433_4.html  
 
 If you would like assistance with your application contact 
Phoebe Richard, Upper Hunter Shire Council on 6548 2109 

http://www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au/council/1023.html�
mailto:council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au�
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MERRIWA TO RENEW 
ALCOHOL-FREE ZONE 

 

 Upper Hunter Shire 
Council will renew the present 
Alcohol Free Zone in Merriwa for a 
further four year period.  
 Council supports the 
alcohol free zone as it has been 
effective in assisting police in 
curbing the incidents of alcohol 
related anti social behaviour and 
littering. The alcohol free zone has 
particularly effective during the 
summer months; a period in which 
police have noted an increase in 
alcohol related incidents. 
 The Merriwa area subject 
to the proposed declaration 
includes the whole of Vennacher 
Street from Parker Street to the 
southern boundary of the 
Swimming Pool area, including 
that area directly in front of the 
swimming pool; from the Southern 
boundary of the Swimming Pool 
area in Vennacher Street along 
Solly’s Lane to Bow Street; the 
whole of Bow Street from Solly’s 
Lane to the laneway behind the 
RSL Club; and the whole of 
Bettington Street from Dutton 
Street to Brisbane Street; and the 
whole of King George V Avenue 
from Brisbane Street to Quigley 
Street; and the area bounded by 
Bettington Street, Vennacher 
Street, Solly’s Lane and Bow 
Street. 
 “Continuation of the 
Merriwa area alcohol free zone is 
considered necessary to enforce 
the prohibition of consumption of 
alcohol in the streets particularly 
during the night when incidents of 
anti social behaviour such as 
littering, malicious damage and 
other street offences tend to 
occur,” said Deputy Mayor Cr. 
Errol Bates.  

VACANCY AT GUMMUN 
PLACE HOSTEL 

 

 There is currently one 
vacancy at Gummun Place 
Hostel, Merriwa.  Gummun 
Place is a sixteen bed low-care 
aged facility providing high 
quality care to residents. This 
room will fill quickly so take 
advantage of this rare 
opportunity today by contacting 
Suzanne Duggan, Hostel 
Supervisor, on 6548 2111 for 
more information. 

MERRIWA YOUTH CENTRE 
POOL XMAS PARTY 

 

Wednesday 15 December (last 
day of School) 6 - 9pm 

 
 If you don’t 
have a season ticket 
you will need to pay 
your entry into the pool. 
 For all young 
people aged 12 - 
17yrs.   
 $1.00 sausage 
sizzle available. 

MERRIWA URBAN ADDRESSING  
 

Upper Hunter Shire Council is in the process of reviewing urban 
addressing in Merriwa.  
 The key objectives of the urban addressing review are to: 

 ensure that all urban premises are allocated, and marked with, 
a unique street number; 

 facilitate prompt responses by emergency services such as the 
Police, Ambulance and Fire Brigade; 

 facilitate efficient delivery of services such as those offered by 
Telstra and Energy Australia; and 

 comply with the Australian Standard AS/NZ 4819:2003 
Geographic Information – Rural and Urban Addressing. 

 

 There have been incidents where emergency services have 
been called and then been unable to promptly locate the correct 
house, wasting valuable time.  This is the most important reason 
Upper Hunter Shire Council is reviewing urban addressing.  The 
review is supported by the Ambulance, Police, Fire Brigade and State 
Emergency Service. 
 Existing street numbers in Merriwa will be reviewed, and 
where possible maintained.  All owners of premises where a new 
number is allocated, or an old number is changed, will be notified by 
Council in writing. Council will install house numbers on the kerb or 
make alternate arrangements where kerb and gutter is not in front of 
your property.  
 Council is seeking public comment on the proposed 
numbering prior to commencement.  Any persons or organisations 
who have any concerns or who wish to make comment are invited to 
contact Susan Blyton at Council’s Merriwa Office. 
 Detailed maps showing both the parcel locations and the 
allocated numbers within Upper Hunter Shire for Merriwa can be 
viewed at the following locations as they become available: 

 Upper Hunter Shire Council website  

 Council offices 

 Upper Hunter Shire Libraries 
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ST JOHNS WORT 
(HYPERICUM PERFORATUM) 

 
This management plan is published in 
accordance with order 19 of the Noxious  Weed 
Act 1993 for the class 4 declared plants.  The 
plan outlines the legal requirements for the 
control of St Johns Wort (Hypercicum 
perforatum) by private occupiers of land in the 
area of operation of the Upper Hunter Country 
Council which consists of the local government 
areas of the Upper Hunter County council 
which consists of the local government areas of 
the Upper Hunter, Muswellbrook and Singleton 
shire councils. 
 
1.1 Objectives of Class 4 Declaration. To 
minimise the negative impact of those plants 
on the economy, community of the 
environment of NSW 
1.2 Declaration as per Order 19 Noxious Weed 
Act 1993. The growth and spread of the plant 
must be controlled according to the measures 
specified in a management plan published by 
the local control authority. 
 
1.3 Legal obligations of Landholders—Section 
12, Noxious Weed Act 1993. Probate occupiers 
of land must control noxious weeds on land.  
An occupier (other that a public authority or a 
local control authority) of land to which a weed 
control order applies must control noxious 
weeds on the land as required under the order.  
Note:  If an occupier fails to comply with 
obligations may be enforced against the owner 
of the land as well as the occupier by a weed 
control notice issued under section 18. 
 
1.4 Duration of Plan This plan  commenced  on 
the1 March 2006 and unless amended will 
remain in force until 1 March 2011.  council 
reserves the right to review, vary or revoke this 
plan. 

2.0 Prescribed control measures as per Order 
19 Noxious Weeds Act 1993 
The growth and spread of St Johns Word must 
be controlled to the extent specified in the 
following control measures. 
2.1 All St Johns Wort plants within 50 metres of 
any property boundary must be treated with a 
registered herbicide and /or mechanically 
removed. 
2.2 On properties where infestation cover an 
area exceeding 10 hectares, infestations must 
be reduced by 20% annually.  Control 
measures which may be used are: 
* the application of a registered herbicide as 
per label, or 
* Mechanic removal, or 
the introduction of perennial grasses and a 
grazing management program, together with 
the use of a biological control agent (occupiers 
using this method will need to submit a plan to 
council for approval). 
2.3 On properties were infestations cover an 
area of less then 10 hectares: 
All plants must be prevented from producing 
viable seed by either using a registered 
herbicide as per label, or  
Mechanic means such as slashing or hand 
pulling.  Occupiers who use this method of 
control must collect and dispose of the plants 
material by burying it below 30cm in a pit dug 
for the  purpose. 
2.4 Occupiers of land may submit a noxious 
plant management plan to Council for approval. 
 

Upper Hunter County Council 
PO Box 122 
MUSWELLBROOK  NSW 2333 
 

Phone Enquires 6549 3802 
 

Upper Hunter Weeds Authority 
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              www.jtsrealty.com.au 
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au  
Ph:  6541 5331   Fax:  6541 0330 

22 Gumman Lane Merriwa  
$430000.00 
24.43 Hectares located 1km away from the town of Merriwa, this property has 
great potential. This block can be subdivided into 21 Rural Residential Lots 
(subject to Council Approval). Power, phone and town water are both 
available. The paddock is currently used for pasture carrying 40 head of 
cattle. The soil is rich black loam excellent for growing wheat crops. The bore 
is rated at 3000 litres per hour. This property is worth looking into. 
 

34 William Street Merriwa 
$275000.00 
This 6 year old home is great surrounded by other quality homes backing 
onto open paddocks. There a four good sized bedrooms, the main with 
ensuite and walk in robe and other bedrooms with built ins. The lounge and 
family room are both large in an open living plan. The kitchen and dining area 
are tiled with reverse cycle air conditioning. The galley kitchen has a 
dishwasher and breakfast bar. There is a nice yard overlooking the paddocks 
and you'll have all the storage needed with the double garage and garden 
shed. This is a lovely home, so book your inspection today! 
 

32 Collins Street Merriwa 
$270000.00 
This is a modern brick and tile hpuse in a new subdision. Make this your 
home with 3 big bedrooms all with built in robes and ceiling fans. Open plan 
lounge/dining area with reverse cycle air con. The kitchen is in very good 
condition with an electric oven and cook top. The yard is fully fenced with a 
double drive through garage. There is a under cover entertainment area 
which is a nice place to sit back and relax or have a barbeque.  
 

72 Vennacher Street Merriwa 
$228000.00 
This renovated home is close to the shops and high school. With new 
carpert, fresh paint and a new bathroom this is a lovely 4 bedroom home. 
The lounge has reverse cycle air con and the kitchen is in good condition with 
a new stove. The yard is large which is great for your children to play in. For 
storage there is a carport and two garden sheds. This house has very little 
work to be done so call to make an inspection and check it out for yourself. 

DAY TOURS 
12 Dec 2010  Hunter Valley Gardens Christmas Lights 
 Sunday Evening Spectacular. Light Supper available on site. 

Adults $45 Children $35 
22 Jan 2011 Tamworth Country Music Cavalcade Join us for the 

spectacular parade of floats and artists. Great atmosphere 
always a great day out $40 

26 Jan 2011 Australia Day, Cruising Sydney Harbour 
 Luxury Cruiser; Includes Buffet Luncheon  Adults $170  

Children $160 
5 Mar 2011 Doctor Zhivago Splendid Musical based on the all time classic. 

Lyric Theatre Sydney $140 P/P 
19 Mar 2011 Mystery Tour We can’t tell you where but it will be Great! 

Includes morning tea and  lunch $90  
EXTENDED TOURS 

27 Apr 2011 6 Day Victorian Alpine High Country Tour Travel via 
Canberra Cooma Bairnsdale Omeo Bright  Corryong Gundagai 
and Oberon. Visit Myrtleford Beechworth and Yackandandah. 

4 July 2011 13 Day Central Australian & Top End Tour Travel via Broken 
Hill, Silverton, Port Augusta, Coober Pedy, Alice Springs, Uluru, 
Devils Marbles, Tennant Creek, Katherine Gorge, Adelaide 
River, Crocodile Cruise, Darwin. 

16 July 2011 19 Day Western Australian Tour Travel via Kununurra, Lake 
Argyle, Broome, Ningaloo Reef, Monkey Mia, Kalbarri, 
Geraldton, Perth, Bunbury, Albany. Always Popular.  

1 Oct 2011 11 Day Tasmanian Adventure – Secrets of Tasmania 
 Spirit of Tasmania, Salamanca Markets, Historic Port Arthur, 

World Heritage Cruise  
BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES 

PH: 6547 4416 or 1800 077 099 (free call) 
CBS TRAVEL PTY LTD 

Travel Agents License No 2TA5587 
www.cowans.com.au buses@cowans.com.au 

For Sale 
 

Ford Falcon BA Ute 2004 
Factory dedicated Gas, 
Auto, 3/4 bench seat, 
Drivers Bucket, Good 
Condition, 113000km. 

Under tray toolbox, 2 x rear 
toolboxes 

Rego AQY-66L 
$14,800 ono 

 

6547 6161 or 0428 681 232 

Position Vacant 
 

2nd or 3rd YEAR 
MOTOR MECHANIC 

 

Our busy workshop has a 
full time position 

available for a mechanic 
who will need to: 

Work well in a team 
environment 
Self motivated 

Current drivers licence 

Neat appearance 
Please email resume & 

references to 
crosscountrymerriwa@big

pond.com, PO Box 37 
MERRIWA  NSW  2329 or 
drop into 167 Bettington 

Street MERRIWA. 
 

Applications close 
Wednesday 15 December 
2010. Further enquiries 

to 02 6548 2106. 

WANTED 
House to Rent 

 

School teacher and 
family moving to Merriwa 

require 3-4 bedroom 
house to rent.  Please 
contact the Secondary 
office, Merriwa Central 

School for details 
Ph 6548 2119 

http://www.jtsrealty.com.au/�
mailto:jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au�
http://www.cowans.com.au/�
mailto:buses@cowans.com.au�
mailto:crosscountrymerriwa@bigpond.com�
mailto:crosscountrymerriwa@bigpond.com�
mailto:crosscountrymerriwa@bigpond.com�
mailto:crosscountrymerriwa@bigpond.com�
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WOOLBROOK INDUSTRIES 
 

Perhaps the only way of determining whether or 
not a bank (or any other company for that 
matter) is gouging the public and accruing 
excessive profits is by the return on its 
shareholders funds, though even these figures 
can, like statistics, be manipulated. Most  would 
accept that, for a business to survive and 
prosper, it needs a return of about 15%, this 
giving it the ability to allocate 5% to 
shareholders as dividends while retaining 10% 
for expansion and something for the bad times. 
Obviously many businesses do not get 
anywhere near this target (including farmers, 
but let us not go there!!). At the moment banks 
claim to be achieving returns of about 15% on 
shareholders funds and, if correct,  I suppose 
the worst that can be said is that their favoured 
position enables them to maintain such a good, 
even if not excessive, profit at a time when 
most other businesses are doing it tough. In 
defending themselves the banks like to claim 
they are just a business like any other, however 
this is not true since they occupy a very 
privileged position because no Australian 
government would dare let one fail, unlike in 
the USA where the banking sector is a 
fragmented one with about 140 banks having 
failed recently. In fact over many years 
Australian Federal governments have, at least 
implicitly, approved and/or helped implement 
many amalgamations for various reasons, 
including bank failures. Those which have 
disappeared or been absorbed for various 
reasons included the Bank of Adelaide, St 
George Bank, the Commercial Bank of Australia, 
the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney 
and Bank West. Australian banks are not 
explicitly guaranteed by the Government but 
implicitly they are, and when they had difficulty 
borrowing money overseas a few years ago the 
Federal Government guaranteed their loans (we 
poor mortals should be so lucky!!). Since then 

the banks have shown the government and the 
Australian people very little gratitude for this 
guarantee. Indeed, there is growing 
apprehension that they will now be encouraged 
to engage in even riskier practices than they did 
before the GFC in the expectation that if they 
get into trouble again they will be bailed out 
again. 
 

The banks can do what they do because they 
are virtually a four member oligopoly, and this 
has become more so since the GFC eliminated 
many of the smaller lenders and the 
government at the time panicked to the point 
that it allowed some unwise takeovers, the St 
George Bank by Westpac and West Bank by the 
Commonwealth. Their position has been further 
strengthened by the demise or takeover of a 
number of smaller mortgage loan companies 
such as RAMS, now owned by Westpac, so that 
the Big Four’s share of the home loan market is 
now up from about 60% to about 80%. Still, it 
often surprises me that the Building Societies 
and similar o not do more business. There is 
also another factor worth considering and that 
is that if the banks had not increased interest 
rates above those implemented by the Reserve 
Bank, the Reserve Bank would have perhaps 
done it anyway. No doubt politicians are 
pleased in at least one sense it happened this 
way since it is a lot easier, politically speaking, 
to bash the big four banks than the Reserve 
Bank. 
 

The banks’ biggest problem is that they are an 
arrogant out of touch industry, which often 
displays a lack of Public Relations that can be 
quite breath taking. I could give many 
instances, but a couple will suffice. The CEO of 
the Commonwealth Bank made a grand gesture 
by announcing that all his executives would 
suffer a 10% cut in salaries due to the GFC, 
including himself, the result being that he would 
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POLYTHENE TANKS 
  

We sell more than one brand of polythene 
tank, so we can mostly get you the best 

possible deal. In some cases we have saved 
customers up to $200.00 or even $300.00 on a 
tank, and our deals are so good we have been 

selling tanks all over NSW and even 
interstate. So if you want a poly tank, please 
give us a call, you will probably find it worth 

your while. 

have to get by with as little as about $9 million 
a year. However, it later became known that 
he had been saved from a state of near 
poverty because the cuts did not affect his 
bonuses and other perks, so that in the event 
he was able to survive quite comfortably on 
about $16 million. In my humble opinion he 
would have done better by doing nothing since 
his efforts to appear to be sharing some of the 
general public’s  hardships only invited cynical 
laughter from most Australians. Another 
instance of the banks’ arrogant disregard for 
fair play is their blatant public signalling to 
each other of their intention to raise interest 
rates above the Reserve Bank’s rate, a practice 
which, while not presently illegal, clearly 
violates the spirit of the price fixing sections of 
the Trade Practices Act. 
 
The Big Four Banks figure very prominently in 
the holdings of the Superannuation 
management companies which exert enormous 
buying power on shares including bank shares. 
The results of these management companies 
are closely watched by millions of Australians 
who are often share market savvy now that 
their superannuation is so closely affected by 
share movements, and the financial papers 
dutifully report these companies efforts, 
including  listing the best and worst. Even 
though these rankings are largely determined 
by luck rather than judgement and being first 
or last one year is far from a guarantee of 
success or failure the next, these companies 
exert great pressure on the banks. Therefore I 
suspect that the banks, given a choice between 
the ire of mortgage holders (who can only go 
elsewhere with great difficulty) and that of the 
disfavour of the superannuation companies, 
will mostly choose the mortgage holders. 
 

Max Wurker 
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY 
 

Your Local Newspower Store and Office Smart 
Agent. 
 

www.merriwanewsagency.com.au 
 

We would like to congratulate the students at St 
Joseph’s Primary School who participated in the 
Newcastle Herald/ Newcastle Permanent School 
Newspaper Competition. Not only did they 
participate, they WON the Best Primary 
Newspaper Overall Award. This is a great 
achievement. 
 

Don’t forget that the huge and hug-able dog in 
our window goes home with a lucky winner on 
Christmas Eve. All you have to do for your 
chance to win him is spend $10 or more in 
store. (excludes lotto, scratchies, cigarettes and 
phone credit). 
 

We have lots of gift ideas in store for everyone! 
There are children’s books, toys, beautiful 
Parker pens, diaries, cookbooks, novels, 
biographies, pencils, paints, craft kits and more. 
A few of these gift ideas include: 
 

Non-Fiction:  a beautiful series of books that 
look at Manet, Van Gogh, and Impressionism in 
art. They have many of the artworks of these 
artists as well as information on the artist and 
the artwork. 
 

Biography:  a look at the rise of Formula One 
World Champion Lewis Hamilton, in hard cover. 
 

Fiction: we have a great Cecelia O’Hern pack in 
store, which includes 3 of her novels. It is a 
great gift idea for someone who has not yet 
read her books 
 

Children’s books:  Ready-to-Read books are a 
great series of books for boys and girls, 
teaching kids to read using classic Fairy Tales. 
There are sticker activity books as well as hard 
cover story books. 
 

Cookbook:  Donna Hay has released a new 
cookbook just in time for Christmas. It is called 
Fast, Fresh, Simple and has over 160 recipes for 
every occasion. It is beautifully designed and 
the perfect gift idea for someone who loves 
food. 
 

Toy:  Children’s Cricket Set includes a bat, 
stumps and tennis style ball. They are the 
perfect size for the kids and will make for a fun 
day on Christmas Day and Boxing Day! 

Craft Kit:  Creative Workshop includes 60 art 
and craft essentials, including play dough, cut 
out shapes, crayons, paper, paints and more.  
 
Parker Pen:  there are many Parker Pens in 
store, including stainless steel with gold trim. 
They all come in their own box and are a lovely 
gift idea. 
 
Diary:  there are a variety of diaries in store. 
Two beautiful ones come to mind. The Country 
Style 2011 Diary is full of stunning images from 
the magazine and includes a year planner, 
school terms and address section. The beautiful 
leather bound Executive Diary has genuine 
leather cover, gilt edges, and gold corners for 
an elegant touch.  
 
Magazines:  as Christmas draws near, we are 
reminded that we must get organized. There 
are several magazines that are full of beautiful 
gift, decorating and food ideas. Country Style 
has a delicious lunch menu designed by Chef of 
the Year Steve Cumper, and gorgeous 
decorating ideas. AWW has released a new 
magazine designed just for this time of year. 
Christmas & Holiday Entertaining is full of 
classic Christmas meals, desserts, gifts ad 
sweets, homemade Christmas craft, seafood, 
picnic ideas, and more. 
 
Techno gadget: we have a range of mp3 
accessories including earphones and mp3 
players. We have mobile phones, SIM starter 
packs and if we don’t have it in store we can 
get it. Don’t leave it too late! 
 
If you are still stuck for ideas, do not forget that 
you can subscribe in store to any magazine. 
Just find out what they like, or what you think 
they might enjoy and our staff will organize it 
for you. We also have gift certificates that you 
can give as a gift. 
 
Phone cards; all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone 
 
Cash or Eftpos only 
 

Neville and Leanne Hooke 

http://www.merriwanewsagency.com.au�
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COOLAH AUTO SMASH  
& MECHANICAL 

ABN 86 058 823 162 

Also known as Valley Motors Coolah 

Owned and Operated by Steve & Vicki Billett 

Ph: 6377 1192 

29 Binnia Street, Coolah   valleymotorscoolah@bigpond.com 

Quality  Guaranteed  Service  

Over 30 years experience in the industry 
18 years in Coolah Merriwa area 

SMASH REPAIRS -FUSS FREE  
with Fully Qualified Tradesman you can trust 

Latest Technology and Equipment 

Plastic Welding 

Windscreen Installation. 

Diagnostic services 

On Line Quoting System ‐ Quality Products 

 Number 1 Choice In Smash Repairs 

FOR SALE 
 

10 week old 
chickens 

 
Black, Red, White 

and Brown in colour 
 

Available from 
Merriwa Petroleum 

and Ag 
 

On Friday 17 
December 

 
$12.50 each 

 
Ph: 6548 2071 

For Sale 
5yo PHAA Reg Elig. Mare 

By Burnin’ Love  
14.1hh 

Reliable, sure-footed 
& Soft mouth.  

Easy C,S,F 

Call 6376 4642 AH for 
more details. 

Massage 
Experienced and Qualified In.. 

 

·Relaxation $60 Hour  
·Deep Tissue/Remedial $80 
Hour 
·Trigger-Points  
·Sports Injury Treatments 
·Myofascial Release  
·Lymphatic Drainage  
 

For all Enquiries   
PH: 045 922 0863 

Lisa Burnes 

Are YOU Interested ?? 
Beginner classes for 

QUILTING.   
We will be covering  such things 

as: machine piecing, hand 
piecing, 

appliqué, rotary cutting and 
some basic machine quilting 

techniques. 
Classes will begin mid January 

Call Lenore for more 
details—Ph: 65482760 
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MERRIWA DISTRICT EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION NEWS 

 
Thankyou on behalf of the Merriwa committee 
to all the generous Merriwa residents who have 
donated money to the Merriwa District 
Education Foundation.  We are well on our way 
to being able to support local students again in 
2011. 
 
Applications have closed for 2011 and the 
committee is in the process of organising 
interviews to determine recipients for 2011.  We 
hope to be able to announce the successful 
students at a later date. 
 
Another way community members can support 
the foundation is by nominating the Merriwa 
District Education Foundation as your preferred 
charitable organisation with Community Mutual .  
How it works:  Hunter Mutual will make a 
1.00% bonus payment to the Merriwa Education 
Foundation at the end of each financial year.  
This payment is calculated by combining the 
average annual balance of all Hunter Mutual 
members who nominate the Merriwa District 
Education Foundation as their recipient 
organisation.  Supporting the Merriwa District 
Education Foundation through your Hunter 
Mutual Community Partnership Account is easy.  
For more information visit your local Hunter 
Mutual branch in Merriwa. 
 
If you require any further information please 
contact one of the committee members (see 
sponsorship box) 
 

J Hegarty 

DR STOKES 
 
We are back from Africa.  It was a very 
interesting trip.  It is quite confronting travelling 
in a third world country.  We realise just how 
protected we are in Australia and how much we 
take for granted.  It was very evident in the 
contact we had with the students being taught 
by the volunteers including my daughter, how 
little they have and how much they appreciate 
any help they are given. 
 
I am disappointed to note that of those on the 
weight programme appear to have seized the 
opportunity of my absence to throw the towel 
in.  Although Carol made a special effort to be 
available for weigh ins, several of you did not 
even bother to let her know that you would not 
be attending and haven’t been heard of since. 
 
I would remind you that these programmes are 
conducted for free.  Literature and recipes are 
provided free, weigh ins and advice are free.  I 
come in on my day off to provide support.  
Carol is available to do weigh ins at any time 
convenient to you.  The entire cost of it is 
carried by me.  We provide this as a public 
service.  That, despite all of this, some of you 
should show the discourtesy of making 
appointments and failing to turn up is a rather 
sad reflection on those individuals. 
 
Some of you, on the other hand, have worked 
hard and have achieved excellent weight loss.  
Well done!  Pat yourselves on the back.  You 
know it is something that requires effort and 
self-discipline.  The results are a credit to 
yourselves and you will reap the health benefits.  
I look forward to seeing most of you next 
Tuesday 7 December at 3.30pm. 
 
We have an Antenatal Clinic every Thursday to 
assist anyone who is having difficulty travelling 
to Muswellbrook, Scone or Mudgee for their 
regular appointments. We also have an 
immunisation clinic on Thursdays. Appointments 
can be made by phoning Carol on 6532 5013. 
 

Dr Bronwyn Stokes 
 
 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday  2 December 2010    Page 41 

CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB 
 

Friday nights – Darts 
Names to the club by 6.45pm for 7pm start 
$3.00 entry per week 
Come along and join the fun 
Snack Bar is open 
 

Friday night raffles 
Meat trays, Vege trays, Schooner Draw, Joker 
Draw Members Draw, Kids Raffle. 
 

Zumba has arrived in Cassilis 
Ditch the Workout - Join the Party 
Monday evenings – 6.30pm 
@ the Cassbowl 
Gold Coin donation will go towards other needs 
for the zumba sessions e.g. big screen etc. 
Bring a towel and a water bottle, children 
welcome. 
 

Christmas Housie 
Bingo - Great prizes 
Starting at 7pm 
 

Childrens Christmas Party 
Friday 10 December 
From 6pm 
Visit from Santa 
(Parents to provide gifts value $10) 
 

Christmas Party 
18 December 
Christmas Dinner 
6.30pm start 
Music by Green Limousine 
$30 per head (High School age upwards) 
$10 for music only 
 

NYE at the CassBowl 
Bring your own basket supper 
Music by “The Sly Pigs” (Commencing 9pm) 
 

This Weeks Members Specials 
 Carlton Cold Stubbies $40.00 carton 
 VB Long Necks "Pack of Three" $12.00 
 Vodka Cruisers $5.00 each 
 

Offer Vaild from 2 December to 8 December or 
while stocks last. 
 

Results 
Members Draw - # 65 Sheila Hood - Unclaimed 
- $55 next week 
Joker Draw - Joanne - unsuccessful - $933 next 
week 
End Of Month Members Draw - Peg - $50 open 
order 

THE ROYAL - MERRIWA 
 
Just a reminder to all those who enjoy some 
good live entertainment - this Friday, 3 
December at 8.30pm "The Horizontalists", a 
very popular Newcastle duo, will be performing 
live at The Royal Hotel playing great music from 
the 60's through to current day hits. 
 
Come in and enjoy a great night of 
entertainment at The Royal!  
 
          Kerry & Gail 

Darts 
Chook - Celia & Linda 
Chocolate - Tom and Debbie 
 
Darts Break-up Party 
Everyone had an enjoyable time at the Darts 
Break-up Party on Sunday night. Results for the 
year are as follows: 
 
Most Improved - Jenny Nairne 
3rd - Glenda Duffy 
2nd - Linda Lacey 
1st - Tom O’Neill 

Pictured from Left to Right - Tom, Linda and 
Glenda (absent Jenny) 
 

 Candice O’Neill 
Hilary Parker 
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MERRIWA RSL CLUB 
 

The Members Lucky Badge for $1800.00 was 
won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 982, 
this week it commences at $250.00. The 7pm 
draw for $760.00 was won the number was 
719, this week it commences at $100.00. The 
9pm lucky ticket draw for $880.00 was not won 
the number was 64096, this week it jackpots to 
$900.00. LTPS/10/05160. The Sunday Morning 
Badge Draw was not won last week the 
number was 196, this week jackpots to $350 
and will be drawn between 11.30am and 
1.30pm and you must be present to win the 
money. LTPS/10/05160  
  
Coming Events 
Appearing Saturday February 12 2011 The 
Ultimate Bee Gees most authentic tribute act 
you will ever see or hear. 
 

This week’s lucky $5 note was not claimed the 
serial number was ED 05 558 007, and now 
jackpots to $85. The $5 note is released early 
in the week and is announced on Friday night 
during the raffles, and must be claimed at the 
bar by midday Sunday, and you must be a 
member of the Club. If you cannot remember 
the serial number that’s ok there will be notices 
at the bar from Friday night after the Raffles. 
 

The club is now running a Christmas Raffle to 
be drawn on Friday Night 24 December at our 
Christmas Eve Raffle Night, tickets are $1.00 
each with two prizes on offer:- 
 

1st a Westinghouse upright 180lt Freezer 
2nd a Victor Lawn Mower 
 

Bistro Members Christmas Promotion-  
For your chance to win an XBOX 360 put your 
name and member number on your bistro 
docket stub and place it in the box at the 
Bistro. Drawn: 24 December 9.00pm. 
 

MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB 
 

Saturday 27 November 
Saturday Members Draw 307 Not Won Next 
week $240 
Winners Jackpot 43343 Not Won Next week 
$1160 
Free Tickets Adele Fear  
Dinner Barbara Cronin 
Monthly Prize Jim Furze 
Bowls Raffle Arthur Byfield 
Sunday 28 November 
Sunday Members draw No 195 Next week $550 
$20 one off prizes No 194 Not won  & No 196 
Not won 
 

Transport Service is available Friday and 
Saturday. Due to rising costs the Club Taxi 
voucher has been increased to $3. Don’t take 
the risk and drive when for $3 per person you 
can be chauffeured home. To access the 
transport service you must book through the 
Sports Club to check availability of the service. 
 

Bingo 
Every Thursday Night commences 7:00pm 
Win Sporties Vouchers $5, $20, $50 + Fruit, 
Veg and meat trays 
 
Saturday 11 December 
Club Christmas Party 
 “Chromatic D”  
With special guest  
International Artist Gemma Fitzgerald 

Keno Promotions – all non paying Keno tickets 
have the chance to win a $60 Bistro voucher, 
just place your non paying ticket along with 
your name and phone number in the allocated 
box for your chance to win. There will be two 
draws, 1 – 26 November and 2 – 10 
December. 
 

The other promotion we have running with 
Keno is the chance to Win a Holiday escape 
with ET! 5 nights on Daydream Island, Fishing 
trip with Et plus in venue BBQ prizes & gift 
packs. Grab a Keno ticket for $10 or more for 
your chance to win. 
 

MJ Morgan 
Secretary/Manager 
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PONY CLUB NEWS 
 
Don’t forget the Christmas Party at Merriwa 
Pool on 11 December 2010. Members are 
asked to RSVP Clare for catering purposes. If 
you are attending please provide a plate to 
share and bring your own drinks, chairs, 
plates etc. The club will provide the meat for 
the BBQ. 

 
Tanya Ninness 

 

Tickets $20 includes Chinese/Australian 
Smorgasbord 
Bookings essential  
 

The Sporties Christmas raffle this year is: 
First Prize $250 Caltex Fuel Voucher 
Second Prize $150 Caltex Fuel voucher 
Third Prize Killawarra Wines Ice Bucket and 
Wines 
$1.00 per ticket sold at Max’s Country Cuts or at 
the Bar 
 

Zumba 
Now that the weather is warming up and 
daylight savings is here, why not join us at the 
Sports Club to loose those few extra kilo’s you 
may have put on over winter. 
Every Wednesday at 5:00pm 
Its a fun way to get fit. 
All you need is a Gold Coin, a towel and a sense 
of humour. 
We are having our Christmas party after Zumba 
on 15 December. 
Hope to see you there Teressa and Dahlia 
 

The Sporties 
Chinese/Australian Restaurant  
Open for Lunch and Dinner 
Lunch Specials 
Open 5 1/2 days  
Lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon – 2:00pm   
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 9:00pm.  
Please Note Saturday hours for lunch are 
11:30am to 1:00pm 
Closed Mondays reopens 5:00pm Tuesdays 
For Bookings and take away ring 65483228 
 

GOLF NEWS 
 

No News this week due to AGM Sunday 
 

The Cat 
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MERRIWA AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB 
 
Our 2nd carnival for the season was a Branxton, 
Unfortunately we only had a small number of 
swimmer though once again our swimmers did 
a great job. 
 
Results 

Congratulations to all of you, it was great to see 
you all have a go, enjoying yourselves and 
cheering the other Merriwa swimmers on. 
 
Thank you to Kellie, Tina & Gaynor for 
transporting their children to Branxton and 
thanks to Jazzmine Orton & Emily Towell for 
helping out on the day. 
 
Best Wishes for those swimming at the Scone 
Carnival on Saturday 11 December 2010, time 
to be advised. We hope to see a few more 
swimmers there. 
 
See you all at training on Monday & Wednesday 
and Time Trials on Thursday. 
 

The Committee 

William 
Taylor 

4th – 33m Butterfly 
4th – 33m Breaststroke 
3rd – 33m Freestyle 

Jay-me 
Taylor 

3rd – 33m Backstroke 
5th – 33m Breaststroke & 
Freestyle 

Shai 
Blackadder 

3rd – 33m Breaststroke 
5th – 33m Freestyle 

Teianna 
Taylor 

5th – 33m Backstroke 
6th – 33m Freestyle & 
Breaststroke 

Lachlan 
Walker 

4th – 33m Breaststroke 
5th – 33m Freestyle 

Elly 
Blackadder 

5th – 25m Backstroke 
6th – 25m Freestyle 
4th – 25m Breaststroke 
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LADIES GOLF NEWS 
 
The end of November has arrived and that 
means that the ladies golf season is officially 
over. Congratulations to all the players for a 
fantastic nine months of golf. The attendances 
at home have been terrific with 85 % of our 
registered players being on the course every 
week. We have had players representing our 
club at Narrabri, Scone, Aberdeen, 
Muswellbrook, Singleton, Dungog, Branxton, 
Coolah, Tanilba Bay, Merewether, Crowne 
Plaza, Walcha, The Vintage and New South 
Wales golf clubs. We have only 13 lady golfers 
so it’s a great effort to get out and play at all 
these other clubs as well as at our own. Well 
done girls! 
 
I would like to make a special mention of our 
executive group from this year. President Tania, 
Captain Di, Secretary Merrie and Treasurer Sue 
have all made a great effort to keep our little 
group functioning with enthusiasm and financial 
viability and playing golf according to the rules 
and procedures. Great work. 
 
Golf is a very addictive sport so the end of the 
season does not mean the end of golf. We will 
be playing in our summer competition until 
March next year. The summer comp. is a 
slightly more relaxed affair. We hit off earlier to 
avoid the heat and may not always complete 
the full 18 holes. It is a good time for any new 
players to come and have a hit and see if golf 
may be a sport that interests them. 
See you on the golf course. 

 
The Black Widow 

MERRIWA LITTLE ATHLETICS 
 

At our next meeting on Tuesday evening (Nov 
30) we will be talking about the last session 
for 2010 and when we resume in 2011. Please 
watch The Ringer  for these details. Our 
season is during school terms and we all have 
a break over the Christmas holidays. 
 

Also watch this space for details about t-shirt 
arrivals, gala day results and upcoming 
events. 
 

A big thanks again to all those parents helping 
out! From putting out equipment, to 
measuring and setting up hurdles, 
timekeeping, helping with a group of children 
and cooking the BBQ - it all makes for a great 
night of cooperation and fun. It's really 
pleasing to hear such positive comments from 
parents, how their children are enjoying Little 
Athletics, but they are too! Thank you also for 
your understanding and consideration in NOT 
smoking near oval #2 during our sessions, it is 
appreciated. 
 
Over the last couple of months, we can 
already see an increase in the skill level of our 
athletes. The most essential ingredient, apart 
from good coaching, seems to be 
encouragement -  the result is the confidence 
children build up as they keep trying to do 
their best. Congratulations to all out little 
athletes, keep up the terrific effort! 
  
Little Athletics 
Mondays, from 5.30pm, at Oval #2 
Brisbane St Merriwa 
  
PS It is never too late to come and give Little 
A's a go! 
 

Sally  
6548 2446 
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MERRIWA JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE & 
NETBALL CLUB 

 
Player Profiles 

 
Name: Jack Inder 
Age: 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you enjoy playing football for Merriwa last 
season? Yes 
What do you like about playing football for 
Merriwa? Having fun, meeting new people 
Name one exciting thing that happened in the 
2010 season? I got Best Team Player 
What's your favourite activity to do at training? 
Ball Work 
Would you like to play football for Merriwa next 
season? Yes 

 
Name: Harry 
Inder 
Age: 10 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you enjoy playing football for Merriwa last 
season? Yes 
What do you like about playing football for 
Merriwa? Making new friends 
Name on exciting thing that happened in the 
2010 season? Being Team Captain 
What's your favourite activity to do at training? 
Bullrush 
Would you like to play football for Merriwa next 
season? Yes 

 
Name: Sophie Inder 
Age: 7 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you enjoy playing Netball for Merriwa last 
season? Yes 
What do you like about playing Netball for 
Merriwa? Playing with my friends 
Name on exciting thing that happened in the 
2010 season? Getting Goals 
What's your favourite activity to do at training? 
Passing Practise 
Would you like to play Netball for Merriwa next 
season? Yes 
 

Kellie 
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NAME PHONE 

Andy’s Truck Hire 6548 2646 

B & K Family Transport 0404 080 049 

Bits N Pizza’s 6548 2088 

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd 6543 3600 

Bricklayer Block layer 6548 2591 

Cassilis Bowling Club 6376 1002 

Cassilis Public School 6376 1009 

Cle-Roy Contractors 6545 0459 

Colles Manufactured 
Homes Pty Ltd 

4353 3606 

Coolah Auto Smash & 
Mechanical 

6377 1192 

Country Education 
Foundation 

6376 1052 

Cowan’s Buses 6547 4416 

Craig McPherson Haulage 6548 2663 

Cross Country Merriwa 6548 2106 

Curls & Swirls 6548 2499 

Curtis, Gant & Irving  6543 2433 

D&L Upholstery 6548 5119 

Di’s Clothing Patch 6548 3023 

El Dorando Motel  6548 2273 

Festival of the Fleeces 6548 2109 

Good Looks Nail & Beauty 0408175028 

Greentree Roger 0417 448 169 

Gummun Place Hostel 6548 2111 

Hanckel Hay Sales 6548 5168 

Hair Indeed 6548 2666 

Hidden Valley Homestead 6548 8588 

Hi-Tech Concrete 6547 2416 

Hose n Round 6547 2215 

Hunter Central Rivers 
Catchment Authority 

6542 4426 

Hunter Mutual 6548 2651 

 IGA— Merriwa 6548 2315 

Ironbark Restaurant 6548 2255 

Landmark Townsend 6548 2122 

M A Macdonald & Co 6548 2226 

Merriwa Activity Centre 6548 2082 

Merriwa Amateur Swim 
Club 

6548 8510 

Merriwa Anglican Parish 6548 2218 

Merriwa Auto Electrical 6548 2114 

Merriwa Bit’s & Pizza’s 6548 2088 

NAME PHONE 
Merriwa Cakes & 
Pastries 

6548 2851 

Merriwa Catholic Parish 
St Vincent de Paul 

6548 2086 
6548 3092 

Merriwa Central School 
Primary office 
Secondary office 

 
6548 2101 
6548 2119 

Merriwa Central School 
P&C Association 

6548 2119 

Merriwa Community 
Bank 

6548 2653 

Merriwa Darts 
Competition 

6548 8531 

Merriwa District Health 
Association 

6548 2653 

Merriwa District 
Progress Assoc 

6548 2948 
6376 1165 

Merriwa Engineering 0427 476 085 

Merriwa Junior League 
& Netball 

0447 035 694 

Merriwa Little Athletics 6548 2446 

Merriwa Magpies Rugby 
League Football Club 

6548 2352 

Merriwa Newsagency 6548 2031 

Merriwa Painting & 
Decorating 

0409 015 678 

Merriwa Petroleum & Ag 
Supplies 

6548 2071 

Merriwa Pharmacy 6548 2213 

Merriwa Pony Club 6548 8561 

Merriwa Post Office 6548 2042 

Merriwa Pre-School & 
Kindergarten 
Association 

6548 2083 

Merriwa Race Club 6548 5182 

Merriwa RSL Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2157 
6548 2295 

Merriwa Rotary Club 6548 2025 

Merriwa Show 6548 2276 

Merriwa Sports Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2028 
6548 3228 

Merriwa Surgery 
After Hours 

6548 2305 
6548 2305 

Merriwa Taxi Service 6548 2546 
0427 482 546 

Merriwa Tennis Club 6548 2679 

Merriwa Tourist 
Welcoming Centre 

6548 7201 

NAME PHONE 

Merriwa Tyre & Service 
Centre 

6548 2078 

Merriwa Vet Clinic 6548 2452 

Merriwa VIEW Club 6548 3179 

Merriwa Youth Centre 6548 2448 
6548 2635 

NSW Farmers Association 6548 5150 

NSW Fire Service 6548 2005 

Nutt Earthmoving 6548 2004 

Off The Wall Videos 6548 3188 

Panorama Motor Inn 4943 3144 

Papanui Open Range Eggs 6548 2493 

Pep’s Rural Contracting 6548 7288 

Pitt Son & Keene Elders 6548 2307 

Portable Timber Mill 6547 5129 

PT Pest Control 6548 2444 

R & M Moore  
Rural Services 

6548 2992 

Rockwell Livestock & 
Property Pty Ltd 

6548 5100 
0427 485 100 

Rosto Pty Ltd 9327 5653 

Royal Hotel (The) 6548 2235 

Russell’s Earthmoving  6548 2246 

Rural Fire Service 1800 081 166 

Scott Witton Building 0427 761 169 

Shearers Quarters (The) 6548 2509 

Sporting Shooters Assn 6548 7201 

St David’s Uniting Church 6548 5153 

St Joseph’s Primary School 6548 2035 

Stokes Dr Bronwyn   
After Hours 

6532 5013  
6532 5000 

Tash Holden 
Communications 

6548 5059 

Telfer Rural Fencing 6760 8322 

Trinity Markets 6548 2323 

TransCare Hunter Ltd 6545 3113 

Upper Hunter Landscape 
Guardians 

6545 1996 

Upper Hunter Shire Council 
- Merriwa Branch 

6548 2109 

Upper Hunter Weeds 
Authority 

6549 3802 

Vero, CJ &JM & Sons 6548 2303 

Whale, Mark 6548 2389 

Woolbrook Rural Industries 6548 2150 
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DECEMBER  

Friday 3  Mo Crazy Day for Movember 
 “The Horizontalists” - The Royal Merriwa 

Saturday 4  Anglican Parish Christmas Party 
 Christmas Housie/Bingo - Cassilis Bowling 

Club 

Wednesday 8  Cassilis School Presentation Night 

Thursday 9  Merriwa Christmas Street Party 
 MAC Christmas Party 
 MCS Year 6 Graduation Dinner 

Friday 10  Kids Christmas Party - Cassilis Bowling Club 

Saturday 11  Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party 
 Merriwa Pony Club Christmas Party 
 Coolah Christmas Carnival from 5pm 

Tuesday 14  Merriwa Central School Presentation Night 
 Merriwa mainly Music Christmas Party 

Wednesday 15  Last Day of Term 4 for students 
 Merriwa Youth Centre Xmas Pool Party 6pm 

Friday 17  Festival of The Fleeces Street Stall 

Saturday 18  Cassilis Bowling Club Christmas Party 

Sunday 19  Merriwa Carols in the Park - 7pm 

Friday 31  New Years Eve Party - Cassilis Bowling Club 

JANUARY  

Saturday 29  Cassilis Rodeo 

Monday 31  School Resumes 

Saturday 25  Christmas Day 

Friday 24  Merriwa RSL Raffle Night 

Sunday 26  Boxing Day 

Tuesday 7  St Joseph’s Presentation Night 

Tuesday 21  Cassilis Carols by Candlelight - 7pm 


	AUCTION
	Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens
	Jimi Hendrix
	Mel & Kerry Anne 
	with Colleen & Mrs Keirra Hourn


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


