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A great day of fun, food and festivities is promised for the St Joseph’s School Fair. The Fair
will be on this Saturday from 3pm. There will be something for everyone with plant stalls,
silent auctions, iron man competitions and face painting as well as live music from 6pm. For
more details please see page 32.

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 25 November 2010

Page 1

NSW Rural Fire Service
Liverpool Range Zone
Upper Hunter, Liverpool Plains &
Gunnedah Shires

Phone: 1800 081 166
Fax: (02) 6747 1489
REPORT ALL FIRES ON “000”
‘Proudly Supporting the Merriwa Ringer’

DISCLAIMER

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher,
Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its
Committee for the accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising
of and use of product names does not constitute recommendations or
endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers indemnify the
Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or proceedings
whatsoever arising from the publication.
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
MEGS Excursion
As part of our ongoing commitment to the
Making Educational Goals Sustainable program
our Year 7 students for 2011 accompanied
myself, Mrs McAlister, Ms Brennand, parents,
family and friends to the University of New
England (Armidale) last Thursday.
In what was a brilliant day we received a
guided tour that included a dance class, liquid
nitrogen powered ‘rockets’ and heart
monitors!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
everybody who was involved in the day and
look forward to visiting with the Year 6
students before the end of the year.
Adam Johnston
Deputy Principal

Coming events
November
Week 7
Friday 26
Week 8
Monday 29
Tuesday 30
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Year 7/8 Mixed League Tag at
Coolah
K-6 Police Safety Visit
Yr 7 Immunisation
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Primary News

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
YEAR 1/2 REPORT

HSIE
In Library we have been looking at
heritage and developing a sense of things
changing over time. We have been sharing
artifacts and stories.
We shared artifacts of things we treasure.
Mrs Dorney brought in the first doll Santa
ever bought her - and he is precious! The
doll is dressed in a jumper and suit that
Barbara Constable knitted for Mrs Dorney’s
babies. They are now 30 and 31.
Her treasure today is her i-Phone with
family photos on it. Children still get dolls
today but they are very different. We
shared our artifacts that we brought in
with the class.

Sport
We are enjoying our sport time with Miss
Pringle and the K/1 class. It is great to
work with Mrs Thurston and all the other
adult helpers. We have learnt lots of games
and had heaps of fun. Last week we went
to the pool and we were tested for our
Intensive Swimming Group. Our
lessons
start next week and we have one every
day.
Literacy
We have begun to do Accelerated Literacy
in class with Mrs Hoye and Mrs Morgan.
We were also lucky enough to have Miss
Temessl show us how to write Persuasive
texts. We are practising this important skill
as well.

Whole School Staffing
This term we have visited the secondary
woodwork room each Thursday. We work
there with Mr Martin. So far we have
made some wooden bookmarks. We had to
file and sand our jobs while they were
being held in a vice. Next we drilled a
hole in them and later we lacquered them
and added a leather cord for decoration.
We took them home and use them for
book marks. Our next job will be a
Christmas present. Thanks Mr Martin!

Christmas
We are looking forward to the end of year
Christmas
activities. Mrs
Morgan
has
organised some lovely craft activities and
we will be practising our presentation item.

REMINDER

Attention Sponsors!

The deadline for articles and advertisements
for the
Merriwa Ringer is

12 noon

Monday

Shaen Morgan

We would like to feature some new regular
columns on the following topics:
Cooking
Handyman Tips/Tricks
Pets/Livestock
Craft
If you would be interested in submitting columns
on one of these topics on a
regular basis we would like to hear from you!
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION 2010
This term our school has been delivering its
Kindergarten Orientation Program. This year
we chose to extend the time that the
new Kindy students were coming to school
and on the very last session the children
stayed for the entire day. This gave Rebecca
Pascoe (Kindergarten teacher 2011) and
myself a great chance to interact with the
children and for them to experience what a
whole day at school might be like.
We also ran pre and post Kindergarten
Orientation interviews for parents to attend.
On the very last day, parents attended a
Parent Information Session which gave them
some useful information about Kindy
homework.
From the school's P&C all new
Kindergarten
s tudents
received
a
fantastic sturdy and waterproof homework
bag/folder and a new hat with the child's
name embroidered on it.
The theme of the program was 'Puppies and
Dogs'. The children got to hear about mine,
and Miss Pascoe's dogs. The children also got
to share some photos they brought in from
home about dogs they own or have had
the chance to meet. We made dog puppets,
played puppy games on the Interactive
Smartboard, painted dog pictures and made
puppy biscuits.
The children got to learn a little about the
school and were able to familiarise themselves
with the playground and facilities.
I thoroughly enjoyed meeting these new
Kindergarten students and I know that
Miss Pascoe is really looking forward to
teaching them next year. I hope that every
new Kindergarten student has a wonderful
first year of school at Merriwa Central School.
I wish you all the best of luck.
Cheers,
Kristen Pringle
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
YEAR 10 TRIP TO SYDNEY
an amazing place, I have to admit that giraffes
have a beautiful view of Sydney Opera House
from their home! We met together for lunch
and then went to see a seal show and the
penguins. At 3pm we came back to Circular
Quay, just to change ferries and go to Manly.
The girls really enjoyed shopping and boys
went for a swim in the (quite cold) ocean.

Last week was full of great fun for Year 10 and
Aggie, i.e. me, from Year 12 (exchange student
from Poland). On Monday 15 November,
together with Ms Meyer and Mr Perkins, we got
on the train in Muswellbrook to begin our
journey to Sydney. As we arrived in the biggest
city of NSW, we unpacked our bags in Youth
Hostel just across the street from the Central
Railway Station and went to Macquarie Centre
for ice skating. Everyone was very excited.
Adon was the first person to fall on the ground.
We have to say, that Mr Perkins was pretty
good and Megan was absolutely the best in ice
skating! We missed one train so we came back
to the hostel just before midnight.

Tuesday wasn’t supposed to give us time to
relax after late night. We got up in the morning,
got onto the train, then on a ferry and went to
Taronga Zoo! We split into a few small groups
and had a look around. I was very excited to
see a platypus for the first time in my life. We
also saw the new-born elephant! Taronga Zoo is

On Wednesday we finally had time to take a
breath. Despite getting up an hour earlier than
on the other days, it was a relaxing day. We’ve
spent two hours in the train to Katoomba.
There we watched “The Edge” – it was a really
interesting documentary about Blue Mountains.
In the afternoon, after two hours of travel back
to Sydney, we got on a Sydney Explorer Bus.
We drove around the city and listened to
comments about the places of interest. We
didn’t have much energy to hop off the bus, so
we just stayed inside... We got off in China
Town to have a nice dinner. When we came
back to the hostel, we went for a swim in the
indoor swimming pool.
Thursday was the day that all the girls had
waited for. In the morning we got on the bus,
similar to the bus from the previous day, but
we went on a drive around the Eastern
Suburbs. We got off at Bondi Beach, where one
of the Life Guards waited for us to, give us a
lesson about his work. We wouldn’t go away
without taking photos with him. Then we had
free time, so we took photos near the water.
The water was 19.5OC and girls said it was too
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
ROAR REPORT
cold, but Adon and I went for a swim. Then
boys (Jeremy and Adon) hired two boards and
I’m sure they enjoyed waves very much. We
came back to hostel, had time for a nap and at
3pm went out to visit the Maritime Museum.
The exhibition was very interesting, we
especially enjoyed computer quizzes about the
life on the deck. After that, we went on a tour
around the Queen Victoria Building, had dinner
and went to bed exhausted (okay, just before
the bed time, some of us played cards; Mr
Perkins said, that Rebecka was cheating).

Mo Crazy Day!
ROAR will be holding an out of uniform day on
Friday December 3. Students are encouraged
to make a gold coin donation to Movember.
Best fake Mo on the day (Male and Female) will
be awarded a coveted sash. So start thinking,
get creative and support a great cause on
December 3!
Upper Hunter Small Schools Rugby Festival
A huge thank you to the ARU, parents,
teachers, students and ROAR boys who were
involved last Friday. It was a fantastic day with
everybody having an absolute ball! We look
forward to Super Rugby Week in Term 1 next
year!
Adam Johnston

On Friday morning, after breakfast, fully packed
(we left our luggage in the hostel) we attacked
Paddy’s Markets. We did some shopping. We
went to the Central Railway Station just after
11am and our train was 12.15pm, so we were
sitting and waiting, chatting, looking at photos
we’ve taken, reading, watching a movie on
Jeremy’s laptop. The journey on the train went
fast, and before we could notice, we were back
at home. The five days of our trip were
amazing. We’ve seen so many places and had
fun together. We surely got to know each other
a lot better.
I would like to give especially thanks to Ms
Meyer, who has invited me to go with Year 10.
It was such a great opportunity to see Sydney.
Thank you! And thank you Mr Perkins!
Especially for your patience when you took two
girls to Subway when all of the others had fish
& chips for dinner...
Aggie Fedor
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Name:
Year Group:
Favourite Subject:
Favourite pastime:
Dream Career:
Best school experience:
Best personal achievement:
Advice on how to stay
Confident:

Matthew Clydesdale
9
Wood
Motorbike riding
Carpenter
Scoring a try at Sevens
Jumping a motorbike 5
metres
Always be friendly

ROAR Athlete Profile

Name:
Matt “Squeak” McConnell
Year Group:
8
Favourite Subject:
PE
Favourite sport:
Soccer
Favourite team:
Tigers
Favourite player:
Benji Marshall
Best personal sporting
achievement:
Winning the Soccer Grand
Final
Advice to young players: Have a go
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
P&C
Meets the first Wednesday of each month at
7-00pm in the Merriwa RSL Club
Campdraft Weekend
Just a quick thank you to all the volunteers that
helped over the weekend for the camp draft. It
was a very long one but well worth it.
A special mention to our students who
volunteered over the weekend Cassandra
Sutton, Ebony McConnell, Megan Wightman,
Jade McConnell, Liam Cronin, Matthew
Wightman, Matthew McConnell, Travis Sutton
and Jay-me Taylor. Some of these students
did long hours and it was very much
appreciated Thank You!
Street Stall/Raffle Tickets
Just a reminder that the P&C street stall is on
this Friday 26. We would love lots of cakes,
slices, cookies and produce, volunteers would
also be great.

Raffle Tickets are going well, if you require
more tickets please see Debbie at the primary
office or Julie at the Secondary office.
Uniform Shop
Just a reminder that the uniform shop will not
be open over the holidays so if you require
more clothes ready for next year please contact
Maxine on 0432 371 706 so orders can be
placed. Remember school photos will be
February next year.
Thank you

Maxine Cronin

These items can be dropped off at the stall that
morning or call Maxine 0432 371 706 or Elissa
0409 929 322 to arrange for them to be
dropped off.
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Swimming
Friday afternoon was our last Learn to Swim
day for this year. As always the weather did
its darndest to unsettle things, but the
students were wonderful in the way that they
coped with it, even though the cold really
affected them.
We are looking at possibly 14 to 18 February
for the next session, but need to have Kylie
Austin verify that those dates suit her, and
the Council approves them.
Thank you to Kylie and her beaut band of
helpers who did such a magnificent job of
assisting students last week, and our staff
members who so readily slotted in with
groups to assist and support wherever
needed.
Thank you also to Tammy Nairne who kindly
drove the bus for us on Wednesday when I
was away at a Principals’ Meeting.
Nitbusters/Crazy Hair Day
On Thursday afternoon we will be holding our
next Nitbusters session at school. Thank you
to all the families supporting this very
important activity. It would be wonderful to
have all families involved if possible so as to
assist in eliminating the problem.
I wonder what fancy colours and hair styles
will come out of this session. Thank you also
to Mrs Nairne and Mrs Cornish for running the
program.
Assembly
This Friday afternoon we will be having our
last School Assembly for the year
(Presentation Night in two weeks time).
Please join us for this celebration of your
children’s fantastic efforts during the last few
weeks.
Active After Schools Program
Our Active After Schools Program at the
Cassilis Tennis Courts is going very well,
although it will soon be coming to an end.
Everyone has had a tremendous time thanks
to Loretta Cooper, who has been our leading

our Tennis coach. We really appreciate your
assistance Loretta. The children have been
having a fabulous time. Students are once again
reminded to bring a hat and a water bottle for
these afternoon sessions as it can become very
warm in the afternoon sun.
Just a little reminder of the details:
Time – Sessions will run between 3:15 –
4:30pm on Wednesday afternoons
Afternoon Tea – Children will be supplied with
afternoon tea at the tennis courts.
Collection of Children – Parents are asked to
pick children up from the tennis courts at
approximately 4:30pm.
Parents are more than welcome to join us and
be involved in the afternoon activities. If you
are able to help organise afternoon tea please
see Vanessa Nash or myself as any help would
be greatly appreciated. Thank you to all the
parents and staff involved in the program for
your input and assistance.
Library
This week will be the last week for Library
borrowing.
Items borrowed need to be
returned next week so that the Library can be
tidied up and all items checked off before the
end of term.
2011 Captains
Well done to all Year 5 students who prepared
and delivered a speech last Wednesday in
support of students voting for them for Captain,
etc for next year. Voting occurred afterwards
and we will have the results ready to announce
at Presentation Night.
It has been decided to have the following
positions for 2011:
School Captain
School Vice Captain
School Sports Captain
School Sports Vice Captain
Kinder Transition – Term 4 2010
Please remember that the Transition session
this week will be Wednesday from 1:00 pm.
This session will include lunchtime for your child
so could you please remember to pack lunch for
your child.
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Thank you again to parents for bringing their
children into these sessions. These sessions
allow the children to get used to their new
school, teachers and classmates for next year.
Raffles
Raffles were drawn on Friday. In the Big Room
the winners for the Good Worker Award (as
there was no homework this week) were Kiera
Dowler and Lockie Schmidt. Congratulations to
each of you for your great efforts.
Presentation Night
Presentation Night this year will be held on
Wednesday 8 December at the Cassilis
Community Hall, starting at 6pm. This year
supper will occur as an intermission during the
night, allowing the students to have something
to eat before it gets too late, and to change in
readiness for their performance while the adults
are finishing off their supper.
We have organised training for our students in
something a little different again this year for
their performance on the night.
We look
forward to the night and the students’
performance.
End of Year
We have been invited to have our students
participate in Carol Singing at the Merriwa
Street Christmas Party on Thursday 9 December
at 4:00pm. The students, with parents if you
wish to accompany, and staff from each school
will move around the street from business to
business singing carols for the enjoyment of all
around at the time.
Last year was quite a success, and we would
appreciate an even bigger group this year.
Thank you on behalf of all schools involved. The
last day for students to attend school this year
is Wednesday 15 December. We will hold our
Student Christmas Party on Monday 13.
Reports will be ready to send home early in the
last week, hopefully Monday 13. Please
remember that we do not have interviews with
these reports. If you wish to speak with Mrs
Leman and/or I about your child(ren), please
contact us for an appointment as we are very
happy to discuss their progress at any time.

Christmas Church Service
We will be having our Christmas Church Service
this year on Thursday 2 December (next week)
at the Catholic Church to celebrate our great
year of Scripture and to celebrate Christmas.
The service will start at 10am. All are welcome
to join us, and return to school with us for
Morning Tea. Thank you to Rev Mandy and
Sister Bridget for all their efforts this year, and
to Hilary Parker and Wendy Rathbone who
have started assisting, ready to take over for
Rev Mandy next year. We all really appreciate
your efforts ladies, and your commitment.
K-2 News
Spelling
This week Kindergarten will be revising the
letter ‘Jj’. Year 1 and 2 will be looking at the
‘ur’ sound. Year 1 and 2 tricky words are ‘love’
and ‘cover’. Thank you everyone for their great
effort in completing their Homework while we
were having their swim school week. It was a
fabulous effort and you all should be very
proud of yourselves!
Human Society and its Environment
After having completed their Science and
Technology unit on Wallace the Worm’s
Adventures, students will be beginning a
Human society and its Environment unit on
Christmas around the world starting this week.
In this unit students will learn about the history
of Christmas and how Christmas is celebrated
in different countries and cultures around the
world.
Health
Students have completed their unit on
relationships which they had been working on
for the previous 5 weeks. This week they will
begin a new unit on health and lifestyle choices
in which students will learn about the
consequences of their choices and how to
make positive health choices.
Awards
The Homework award this week went to
Lauren Corr and the Good behaviour award
went to Angus Morton. Keep up the good work!
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Swimming
It was good to see students taking part in
swimming last week despite the particularly cold
weather, especially on Friday. Now that
swimming is over for the term, we are back to
normal classes.
All the best for the upcoming week.
Take care
Liz leman and Katrina Hodgson,
K-2 Teachers

This is how we do it!

School Calendar
Please note that there have been some
alterations to the School Calendar, so please
review it carefully.
Up Coming Events and Things to Remember
Friday November 26
Thursday December 2

Tuesday December 7
Wednesday December 8

Thursday December 9

2:20pm Assembly
Christmas Church
Service for
Students –
Catholic Church,
Cassilis
Training for Pres.
Night
Training for Pres.
Night
Presentation
Night 6pm
Merriwa Street
Christmas Party
4:00pm

Photo Gallery

We can do this

Watch this!

The whole student group at Rugby

Here we go!

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 25 November 2010

Page 12

ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Miss Thomas has been with 5/6 for three
weeks now and we have been extremely
busy. Of course we are having fun as well;
however, with only four weeks left of the term
we have some very serious work to do.

show the children what they look like. This
culture study is going to provide the opportunity
for some creative artworks in the coming week
which is something we are all looking forward
to.

This term we have been studying the text
type of factual descriptions. Students are
becoming very adept in their writing skills and
are developing an extensive range of
grammatical knowledge in relation to this text
type. After much practice of writing in the
present tense, we have finally constructed
final copies of a factual description on the
town of Merriwa. This task was very beneficial
as it really made the children stop and think
about their town. The general conclusion was
that our town of Merriwa has so much to offer
including a vast range of sports, a multitude
of resources and great places to eat and
relax. These realisations inevitably made the
children acknowledge how lucky they are to
live in a small town which provides many
opportunities. In the next few weeks we will
be moving onto procedures where we will
make ‘no-bake’ cookies, yum!

Currently, our main focus is the school fair this
coming Saturday. Year 5/6 are running many
fun activities at the fair for young and old.
These will include; Jaffa-Basha, Sponge
Throwing and Prize Finder to name a few. It is
going to be a fantastic event for all and we will
be working hard this week to ensure the
smooth running of events. We hope to see
everyone there and pray for a sunny day.
This week, as we approach the season of
Christmas, we ask you all to take time to
appreciate the smaller things in life and pray for
those who go without.
Remember, it is not what you get, but the way
in which it was given.

HSIE has provided us this term with a very
special opportunity to study Aboriginality and
Indigenous cultures. This is extra special as
our newest class member Gabby imparts her
knowledge and at times entertaining stories
about life up north. The class has immensely
enjoyed hearing of first-hand hunting
experiences and life in the community. Gabby
has been kind enough to bring in a variety of
materials they use such as boomerangs to
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ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Come along on Saturday and try your hand at
the silent auction. There are lots of great
bargains to be had and terrific Christmas
ideas.The Silent Auction will have bidding cards
available at the Fair. To participate you write

your bid on the card. If someone outbids you,
you then choose whether or not to increase
your bid. At the end of the auction, whoever has
the highest bid pays for the item and it is theirs.

Name

Description

Our Little Secret
Earrings

Beautiful Sterling Silver diamond shaped pendant
earrings in lovely gift box. Matching necklace next
item. Present to please HER
Gorgeous diamond shaped pendant necklace in lovely
gift box. Sterling Silver. Matches earrings above.
Homewell 50’s style slushie maker. Perfect for hot
summer days!
A one-off opportunity to purchase quality at an
affordable price. This fabulously unique fabric
handbag and purse made by Brookee comes with a
matching notebook. Ideal Christmas present for the
woman who likes style.
This compact unit hosts an MP4 player, MP3 player,
voice recorder, Photobrowser, E-Book reader and USB
flash disk. FM radio and speakers. What else is there?
Brand new Canon Powershot Digital Camera –
compact and fully featured.
This very handy trolley takes all the pain and muscle
out of bringing in the firewood. Custom made to carry
chopped wood effortlessly.
Beautiful blue French Gourmet cast iron oval casserole
with lid. 4.5 Ltr. Made by Benzer
French gourmet cast iron round cook and serve dish.
28cm. Made by Benzer
Quality Benzer kitchen accessories including Tea,
coffee and Sugar canisters with matching utensils Jar
and 14.5 cm jug.
Lovely gift pack of Men’s skin care products

Our Little Secret
Matching necklace
Slushie Maker
Designer Bag and
accessories

MP4 Player

Digital Camera
Log and hand trolley

4.5 litre cast iron
casserole
28cm cast iron
casserole
Benzer Kitchen
accessories
Mary Kay Men’s Gift
Pack
Mary Kay Ladies Gift
Pack

Pamper yourself or your Mum with this lovely pack of
Ladies cosmetic skin care products

Regular
Retail price
$95

$95
$120
$85

$30

$150
$50

$269
$129
$92

$100
$120

Come along on Saturday and see what else we have to offer!

PLEASE NOTE
If you are sending in articles or
advertisements by email and you do not
receive an acknowledgement of receipt from
the Merriwa Ringer, please contact us by
telephone to follow it up, as we may not
have received the email. Thank you
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 25 November 2010
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ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Claudia Parker-Olive – for wonderful neat
writing during spelling
2/3/4
Oliver Towell – for a great effort in spelling
Clancy Moore – for writing a good recount of
his weekend
Kasey Cassar – for a settled approach to his
work
5/6
Austin Constable – for being a friendly and
helpful member of our class
Anastasia Martin – for her willingness to learn
new things, especially in Grammar.
Principal’s Awards
Caitlin Porter - for her active participation in all
activities.
Ty Riley - for trying hard with his reading
Wendy Thomas
and 5/6 Class

Awards
Congratulations to our award winners:
K/1
Nicole Martin – for showing us Jesus forgives
others in Religion
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION
Fun with Shave Foam
A favourite activity with the children at Preschool is finger painting with shave foam. Not
only is it a wonderful soft, fluffy, clean,
texture, it has a lovely fresh smell as well,
making it a wonderful sensory experience. We
like to provide the acrylic easel so that the
children can watch each other as they work,
which extends the fun and social aspect.
Providing a vertical surface is also a great way
to develop fine motor skills.
Why Do We Provide Shave Foam at Preschool?

 Helps to extend concentration to task.
 Can be a calming activity.
 Helps to develop fine motor skills and








individual finger movements.
Legitimate messy play.
Helps to develop creativity and drawing
skills.
Provides a different medium for tactile
learners.
A stimulus for language development and
interaction.
Encourages turn taking.
Provides an opportunity for
bi-lateral
movement. (You can just rub it all out,
using both hands, and start again.)
Loads of fun!

As Alyssa begins work, she comments…”It’s
warm!” Then, as she moves the foam around
the easel, “I can do it with my hands!”

Christian wanders over to watch and Alyssa
comments, “Christian, look at my hands!” They
both giggle. Alyssa shares her delight by
holding up her hands to who ever comes near.
She is totally engaged in the experience, loving
its tactile nature, and keen to show her friends
her messy hands.
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION

What a wonderful interaction between Alyssa
and Lanni. They join their hands together in fun
and
further
extend
their
tactile
experience…..More giggling!!!! Then back to
work.
Lanni begins using her finger to draw some
great circles. Together, we begin to sing, “Put a
circle over here and a circle over there…”

The girls continue for quite some time, with
others coming over to wait for a turn. It’s
always a popular activity at pre-school.
Last Reminder For Orientation Day
We’re looking forward to meeting our new Preschool families tomorrow on Friday 26
November. We’ll provide morning tea, help you
become more familiar with Pre-school, and talk
about what we can provide for you and your
child. A reminder to bring along your
paperwork. See you tomorrow at 9.30am.
(We’ll be based in the Activity Centre side of
the building.)You’ll be most welcome.
We would also like to extend an apology to
anyone who attempted to apply for the recently
advertised position. Unfortunately we had
placed an incorrect telephone number on the
advert. If you still wish to apply for the position
please call 6548 2083.
Staff of Merriwa Pre-school

As suggested by the next verse of the song,
Lanni begins on stripes, then on to swirls. It’s
so much fun!
Kiesha-Lee patiently waits for a turn. “I can do
it with my finger….silly billy!” she comments.
Alyssa then suggests, “What about a rainbow?
Come and see my rainbow!” Next, Kiesha-Lee
responds by also drawing a series of ‘rainbows’
with her index finger. She begins to draw semi
circles and announces, “Look at my rainbow!”
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE
After School and Vacation Care
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds
The January vacation care program is currently
“under construction”. The MAC staff had an
after work brain storming session to try and
come up with some new, fun things to do. We
think we succeeded as we have a few new and
exciting things lined up. Of course we will have
some of the old favourites too such as cooking,
crafts, cubby house making and lots of other
great activities.

Tamasyn
using a
sewing
machine
for the very
first time.

As usual we will be having our Movie day at
Singleton on one Wednesday. And on
Wednesday 19 January, we have a magician
coming to entertain us. Joel Howlett is
internationally known and comes highly
recommended. We are really looking forward to
his visit.
We have been very busy making desk
organisers. The children chose the backing
material and then decided how many pockets
they would like, and where they wanted to
place them. They then used the sewing
machine to fix it all into place.
Some of the children were a little apprehensive
at first about using the sewing machine but

once they got a feel for the pedal they took to
sewing like ducks to water. Even the boys
enjoyed the experience. All parents seemed
very impressed with the finished results.

Christmas Party

Please don’t forget 9 December is our one and
only MAC Christmas party. We will have limited
places so please give us a call if you want to
book your child in for the afternoon.
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE
After School and Vacation Care
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds

What is on at MAC next Week?

Fruit is served at every afternoon tea.
Christmas Craft all Week!
Monday – Saos/Rice Cakes
Tuesday - Cake and Milk Shake
Wednesday - Pancakes
Thursday - T-Ball/Mini Quiche
Friday - Games/Cheese and Biscuits.
Brydie, Lauren
and Isabella
showing off
their dancing
skills during a
game of
musical
statues.

on the two pupil free days at the end of the
year. Yes, we will be open on Thursday 16 and
Friday 17 December. We will be treating these
days as per vacation care guidelines – open
from 8.30am (8.15 by prior arrangement) until
6pm.
Weather permitting, we will be visiting the
swimming pool on both days.
The centre will then be closed from Monday 20
December and will reopen Tuesday 4 January
2011.
Activity Centre CRN (Afterschool Care) is
55501702K and Vacation Care is 55501408J.
There is also the potential for working mothers
to receive up to 50% of the fees outlaid back in
their tax returns.
Did you know your child can attend MAC
for as little as $3 per session? Contact
Centrelink to find out your child care
benefit (CCB).

Pupil Free Days

See you next week.

Some eager parents are planning well in
advance and have asked if MAC will be open
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ANGLICAN NEWS
Advent

Next Sunday, 28
November, is the
commencement
of
the season of Advent
when we begin to
prepare to welcome
the Christ Child into
our hearts and homes. Please come and join
us as we journey through this wonderful
season.

Visit to Merriwa by Brother Joseph

Brother Joseph from the Franciscan Monastery
at Stroud will visit Merriwa on Saturday 27 and
Sunday 28 November to speak to the Men’s
Breakfast and then at the Sunday services.
From a difficult past, as an ex-serviceman and
bike lover, Br Joseph has been called to be a
Franciscan Friar (monk). He looks forward to
being with us and telling our parish his story.

Men’s Breakfast

The next Men’s Breakfast will be held at the
Parish Hall on Saturday 27 November
commencing at 7.30am. Br Joseph will be the
Guest Speaker. All men are invited to come
along and enjoy his company, a delicious
breakfast and fellowship.

Bush Picnic and Eucharist

On Saturday 27 November there is to be a Bush
Picnic and Eucharist at Ted and Jenny Finnie’s
property “Eagles’ Drift” especially for the new
confirmees and anyone else who may wish to
attend. Fr Michael Davies will give the address
and Br Joseph will also be there. Please bring a
plate of food to share for lunch and soft drinks.
If you would like a lift or directions, please
contact Rev’d Mandy, 6548 2218.

Parish Christmas Party

Saturday 4 December is the date for the joyous
service of 9 Lessons & Carols followed by the

Parish Christmas Party. The Guild will provide a
ham if everyone could please bring a plate to
share of either another meat, salad or a sweet.
Please bring your own drinks. Everyone is
welcome.

Used Stamps for Missions

It is planned to send a parcel of used stamps to
ABM (Australian Board of Missions) within the
next few weeks. If you have been kindly saving
your used stamps, please leave them at the
church or contact Jean Keeping, 6548 22492
and they can be collected. Thanks to everyone
who is helping.

Dates for your Diary

December 4
9 Lessons & Carols 6pm
followed by the Parish Christmas Party
Carols in the Park
December 19

Sentence of the Week

“She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.”
Matthew 1.21

Quote of the Week

Two things are bad for the heart – running up
stairs and running down people. Let no corrupt

communication proceed out of your mouth, but
that which is good to the use of edifying, that it
may minister grace unto the hearers.
Ephesians 4.29

Events for this Week
Friday 26 November

10am Eucharist at
Holy Trinity
11am Eucharist at
Gummun Place
Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 27
7.30am at the
Parish Hall
Bush Picnic &
Eucharist at
“Eagles’ Drift”
Sunday 28 November 9am Eucharist at Holy
Trinity
11am Eucharist at
St Columba’s
Cassilis

Please come and join us.
Jean Keeping
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 25 November 2010
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TRINITY MARKETS
Hello all, welcome to more news from your
favourite op shop, Trinity Markets.
If you’re having problems getting to the shop
during opening hours, then why not take
advantage of the coming Thursday evening late
night shopping?
It will coincide with the Merriwa Main Street
Christmas Party, on Thursday 9 December.
Instead of closing at 1.30pm on Thursday 9, we
will be open all the afternoon and into the
evening until at least 6.00pm, or later if the
demand is there.
So - why not drop in then and check out all our
latest bargains?
At the late night shopping Trinity Markets will
also be drawing our raffle. At just $1.00 a ticket
it’s great value - you could win your choice of a
new desk lamp or clock radio. We’re open
Tuesday to Friday 9.00am to 1.30pm, and
Saturdays 9.00am to 1.00pm, and you’re always
welcome to come in and browse.

shop for long before someone realises what a
bargain, we’ll have that! So, keep calling in, you
never know what you’ll find.
Volunteers please note - Trinity Markets will be
holding its annual general meeting on February
7. More news on time and venue in later
Ringers.
If you see anything you particularly like in the
windows, don’t be afraid to ask if it is for sale.
Most of the goods in the window displays are
up for grabs, so just ask at the counter and we
can take it from there.
Once again, a big thankyou to all those
generous people who bring in their donations.
We are happy to accept practically anything
that’s saleable - although, as we have pointed
out before, please make sure it is in good
condition, and clean, that’s most important.
Don’t forget, “Dress for Less” at Trinity
Markets!
The Volunteers

Have you been in lately to inspect our range of
furniture? It changes every few days, as
generous people donate furniture, surplus to
their needs. Unfortunately it doesn’t stay in the

HOME LOANS
With access to over 22 home loan
providers,
let us find the loan that is right for you.

INSURANCE
With access to many of Australia’s top
insurance companies, why not ask as for a
quote today

COMMERCIAL FINANCE
Trucks, tractors, excavators or finance for
the farm – Talk to us today

6548 2651

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 25 November 2010

Page 21

ROSTO OLIVES
Wind farms - A Neighbours Response
On reading the five articles in the Ringer
[September] written by my neighbour, I was
shocked by his support for wind towers
across my fence. Although concerned that
some facts are missing, I do think it is great
that others are prepared to be very open
about their views on wind turbines in Merriwa.
As I wrote in the Ringer on 27 May, my
family has for some time been looking for
ways to do ‘our bit’ to reduce reliance on coal/
gas fired power stations.
Our research
resulted in my ‘green family’ concluding wind
turbines would be wrong for Merriwa. On rereading the five articles by my neighbour I
said to my family: “Let’s have another look at
wind turbines. Maybe the author is right, as
the cash flow would be great.”

turned down
to compensate for the
intermittent nature of wind power. The CEO
of E.On (Operator of the biggest assemblage
of wind turbines in the world) is on record
saying
that for the UK to meet its EU
renewable energy target “could take 50 million
KWs of renewable energy but this would
require up to 90% of this amount as back up
from coal plants to ensure supply when
intermittent renewable supplies were not
available. That would push Britain’s installed
thermal power (coal/gas) from existing 76
million kilowatts to 120 million KWs.” (The
Guardian 4/6/08)

Two months on, I have read much more
about wind power and have driven around as
many wind farms as I could see in NSW,
Victoria and South Australia (4,500 km.) I
now feel better informed to consider the
weight of Marks arguments.

However, we could all work together to protect
Merriwa from the expansion of Hunter Valley
coal mining (the horse studs recently had a win
against the proposed Bickham mine.)

Argument one supporting towers in Merriwa is
that Merriwa should do all possible to stop the
expansion of coal mining (in the Hunter.) I
agree, but China has a say in this and my
research shows that wind farms actually add
to the pressure for more coal fired power
stations.
Consensus expert view is wind farms need a
minimum wind speed of 10kph to 17kph to
operate. Thus most turbines in reality only
generate 10% to 30% of their capacity over
their life . In strong winds they can generate
to capacity and that electricity must be used.
That’s why electricity from wind farms needs
to be distributed locally and back up coal fired
power stations need to be started up and

The reality is Wind Power will not replace
thermal power growth; in fact, it seems to be a
cause of its growth.

The thrust of other arguments are that
people need to think long term and not to be
scared of change and to avoid people who
question your change.
Indeed many in Merriwa have bravely changed
farming practices. However, the change now
advocated for Merriwa could well have
unhealthy consequences for our children and
their children. If you drive around many power
generating areas of Australia, you will see
thousands of kilometres of transmission towers
and lines – I don’t think anyone would call
them ‘majestic.’ Because wind power has to be
used when the wind blows or it is lost,
connecting wind farms to customers is a bigger
problem than other forms of power, needing
more lines and ‘contact centres.’ These are
known to spread electro magnetic forces. We
must consider the likelihood that this could
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damage future generations in Merriwa. This is
one of my main worries because, as Chairman
of one of Australia’s biggest research funding
charities, I see the concern raised by
environmental triggers causing the increase of
disease in the young.
As yet, there is no scientific evidence linking
the increased electrical forces surrounding
power lines to cancer yet there is plenty of
observational evidence. Recently my friends
daughter died of cancer having lived under
power lines. The recent Australian Story on the
ABC told of Samuel who got cancer as a child.
He lived near an electricity substation and
although his parents acknowledge there is no
proven link between cancer and electromagnetic force they moved houses as soon as
their research showed a link.
Thinking long term, I am certain Wind Towers
in Merriwa will encourage transmission lines
and contact centers for other power plants to
cross our farms on the way to the grid. Just
drive around existing power plants, as I did!
Who will compensate families if indeed Merriwa
ends up with an increased incidence of Cancer
because of increased electrical activity in our
atmosphere.
The argument that” maybe the farmer is better
off if land values fall because we can then buy
his land cheaply” seems somewhat ‘tongue in
cheek.’ But I do think a neighbour, needing to
sell some land, and his banker would be very
worried about falling values (and all the expert
real estate people I have spoken to, say wind
farms and transmission lines restrict the
market appeal of property.)
The fact that agricultural land has gone up in
price around the world is just the reason we
are all forced to look at harvesting more from
our land (including chooks, olives and wind.)
My concern about harvesting wind is that the
economics are totally dependent on
Government subsidy and clever financial
packaging by the likes of Babcock and Brown
(who move hot money in – then move out,
leaving you holding the baby and sometimes,
as with Babcock and Brown, they go broke in
the process.)
The Government is already
under pressure to reduce subsidies to
renewable energy.

I am in total agreement with the suggestion in
the article that we all “keep an open mind, let’s
find out more about wind towers and also let’s
look at motives of those who are so opposed to
this type of change.” In fairness however, we
should add “and the motives of those
supporting change” – being introducing
turbines and more transmission lines to
Merriwa.
Like many in Merriwa my family is not resistant
to change and like many we need better cash
flow.
Merriwa is the best community I have lived in.
I am very privileged to have been able to buy
land here ,over 25 years ago. The spirit with
which the Merriwa Community has helped me
learn and the way neighbours help each other
is what I love about the place. Because of the
fact that Wind Towers[ and their consequential
transmission lines] impact the whole
community they are dividing not only those
communities they feed on but the families that
are the back bone of them.
I agree the other challenge in this debate is the
problem caused by one’s neighbours getting
paid for towers that have a major impact on
others in the community. Can we compensate
for this? The reality is there is not enough real
profit or cash flow in wind farming (even after
Government subsidy) to compensate others for
the loss of land value, amenity and good
health.
I for one will be seeking more information on
how wind towers near my Olive Grove could
contribute to Frost Damage by altering wind
flow.
Also I am concerned that Wind Towers and
increased electrical activity could increase
lightening strikes damaging my drip irrigation
network blowing computers etc
I look forward to more debate or comment to
influence my thinking.
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MERRIWA ROTARY CLUB

MERRIWA HARDWARE
Well, here we are again, trying to think of
something to say.......struggling.....
Anyway, the Summer Price Meltdown
catalogue has finished and a lot of people
picked up some great bargains.
Keep an eye out for the next catalogue with
Red on the front. It's the "Sparkling
Christmas Specials" catalogue. Yes another
one. This one has 24 pages of great specials,
some of which we have never had in before.
If you are looking for something special for
the kids check out page 3.
There are plenty of great gift ideas in this
catalogue and don't forget to have a go at
winning a $1000.00 Thrifty link gift card.
Costs nothing to try....
Out of time again.
Did you know?
Most scorpions will
(ultraviolet) light.

glow

under

black
Ray

Calling all HSC students…Merriwa Central, St
Joseph’s Aberdeen, Scone Grammar, away at
boarding school.
Finished the HSC this year? Want to go on to
further studies but worried about the cost?
Rotary has the answer. The Angus Peebles
Memorial Educational Encouragement Bursary
is open any 2010 HSC student who is
planning to pursue further tertiary studies in
2011.
The $1500 bursary aims to assist students
who live in the Merriwa Shire and / or have
attended Merriwa Central School and would
like to go to university or full time TAFE but
find it difficult due to the financial
commitment required. If you would like to
apply for this bursary please complete the
application form which can be found at
Merriwa Newsagency and Merriwa Pharmacy.
Closing date for applications is the 31 January
2011.
If you would like to find out more about
Rotary, our regular dinner meetings are at the
Sports Club Tuesday nights 7pm for 7.30pm
dinner. Membership is open to both men and
women.
Michael Wheatley
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MERRIWA RECOGNISED
AS PREMIUM OLIVE OIL
DISTRICT

ROSTO

EXTRA VIRGIN

OLIVE OIL HAS AGAIN WON A MULTITUDE
OF MEDALS
At the recent National competition and shows in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane
and the Hunter Valley Rosto won –2 GOLD MEDALS and a TROPHPY, 3
SILVER and 2 BRONZE.
The Merriwa environment and our care in growing , harvesting and cold
pressing the olives is being consistently recognised by expert tasting panels
across Australia .
Thank you to our incredible MAIN team – Wayne, Wendy, Jeff, Carol, Tom,
Lois and Graeme
Also thanks to Richard and Michael at Nutt Contracting and
Glen at the Tyre service for keeping my machinery going .
Cec and Des at Vero’s thanks for helping keep the OLIVE PRESS running 7
days a week at harvest time.
Gleesons plumbing and
Rob and John Osmond thanks for keeping my water flowing
Dennis and Michael at Merriwa AUTO Electrical thanks for solving problems
with the Harvester
And thanks to Ray at the Hardware shop and Elders and Petroleum and Ag
supplies for all the bits.
With out you all there would be no multi award winning Oil
THANK YOU
STEVE HIGGS---Terragong Olives and ROSTO OLIVE OIL
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 25 November 2010
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ICE SKATING IS BACK IN TAMWORTH
DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND

UPPER HUNTER LANDSCAPE GUARDIANS

The Atrium Shopping Centre in Tamworth's
CBD is very excited to announce that this
coming Dec/Jan School Holidays the Centre
will once again play host to the winter magic
indoor Ice Skating Rink.
Last school holidays The Atrium Ice Skating
Rink welcomed over 5,000 skaters young and
old alike who, by all reports, had a fun and
exciting time.
The Atrium Ice Skating Rink will be open
every day for general public skating 9:00am to
5:00pm starting on Saturday the 18 December
2010 right through to Sunday the 23 January
2011.
All you need to bring is a pair of socks and a
sense of adventure. We provide everything
else you need. No bookings required.
“They call this value adding?”
“What does that mean?”
“Not sure...depends on what you value.”

General public skating session
(45 minutes average)
Adults
Kids
Toddlers

$15.00
$13.00 under 12
$8.00 under 5 – in the toddlers
only section

Get active, get out of the summer heat and
have a great time on the ice these coming
school/Xmas holidays. Contact 6768 3333 for
more information or visit us at http://
www.atriumshoppingcentre.com.au
Media Release

REMINDER
The deadline for articles and advertisements for the
Merriwa Ringer is

Monday
12.00pm

Environmental Initiatives
“Green Loans! Subsidised solar panels!
Subsidised insulation! Now look what they are
doing!!”
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UPPER HUNTER WEEDS AUTHORITY
St Johns Wort—(Hypericum perforatum)
This management plan is published in
accordance with order 19 of the Noxious Weed
Act 1993 for the class 4 declared plants. The
plan outlines the legal requirements for the
control of St Johns Wort (Hypercicum
perforatum) by private occupiers of land in the
area of operation of the Upper Hunter Country
Council which consists of the local government
areas of the Upper Hunter County council which
consists of the local government areas of the
Upper Hunter, Muswellbrook and Singleton
shire councils.

1.1 Objectives of Class 4 Declaration. To

minimise the negative impact of those plants on
the economy, community of the environment of
NSW
1.2 Declaration as per Order 19 Noxious Weed
Act 1993 The growth and spread of the plant
must be controlled according to the measures
specified in a management plan published by
the local control authority.
1.3 Legal obligations of Landholders—Section
12, Noxious Weed Act 1993. Probate occupiers
of land must control noxious weeds on land. An
occupier (other that a public authority or a local
control authority) of land to which a weed
control order applies must control noxious
weeds on the land as required under the order.
Note: If an occupier fails to comply with
obligations may be enforced against the owner
of the land as well as the occupier by a weed
control notice issued under section 18.

2.0 Prescribed control measures as per Order
19 Noxious Weeds Act 1993. The growth and

2.1 All St Johns Wort plants within 50 metres of
any property boundary must be treated with a
registered herbicide and /or mechanically
removed.
2.2 On properties where infestation cover an
area exceeding 10 hectares, infestations must
be reduced by 20% annually. Control measures
which may be used are:

the application of a registered herbicide as
per label, or

Mechanic removal, or

the introduction of perennial grasses and
a grazing management program, together
with the use of a biological control agent
(occupiers using this method will need to
submit a plan to council for approval).
2.3 On properties were infestations cover an
area of less then 10 hectares:

All plants must be prevented from
producing viable seed by either using a
registered herbicide as per label, or

Mechanic means such as slashing or hand
pulling. Occupiers who use this method
of control must collect and dispose of the
plants material by burying it below 30cm
in a pit dug for the purpose.
2.4 Occupiers of land may submit a noxious
plant management plan to Council for approval.
Contact Details:
All correspondence General Manager
Upper Hunter County Council
PO Box 122
Muswellbrook, NSW 2333
Phone Enquires 6549 3802

spread of St Johns Word must be controlled to
the extent specified in the following control
measures.
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MERRIWA CWA
Our next meeting will be on Monday 13
December 2010, new members or those
interested in finding out about the CWA are
most welcome.
Our Christmas Function for members will be
held at the Ironbark cafe on Thursday 9
December 2010 at the Ironbark Cafe. Bring a
gift valued at $10. If you have any Christmas
quizzes or trivia that may add interest to the
day bring them along too. RSVP by
December 2 to Robyn McAllister
We would like to remind you that our rooms
are available for hire at very reasonable
prices.
Members are asked to have a practice at
cooking the Butterscotch Cake in preparation
for next year’s Land Cookery Competition
and bring it to the meeting on the 13
December. Non-members may also
participate in this competition in 2011 and
the recipe is included here for anybody
wishing to try it out.

The judging of fruit
cakes at the 2009
Land Cookery Day

Butterscotch Cake
Ingredients

250g butter

1 teaspoon vanilla

1 cup dark brown sugar (lightly packed)

2 60g eggs separated

1 tablespoon golden syrup

1 cup S.R. Flour

½ cup plain flour

½ teaspoon cinnamon

½ cup milk
Method
Cream butter with vanilla add sugar until light
and fluffy. Beat in egg yolks and golden syrup,
beat until well combined. Fold in sifted flours
and cinnamon alternately with milk. Beat egg
whites with a pinch of salt until soft peaks form,
fold gently into mixture. Spread mixture into
greased base lined 20cm round deep tin. Bake
in Mod oven 50–60mins (fan forced 170ºC).
Allow to stand 10mins, then turn out cake onto
a folded cloth when cool top with caramel icing.
Caramel Icing Ingredients
60g butter
½ cup dark brown sugar
¾ to 1 cup of icing sugar
¼ cup milk






Caramel Icing Method
Melt butler in saucepan, add sugar stir over
heat for 3 minutes. Gradually add milk, stir until
sauce boils, remove from heat. Leave till cold.
Then gradually add icing sugar beat until
smooth and spreadable.
To be cooked in 20cm tin Caramel Icing on top
S Stewart
Assistant Publicity Officer
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Supporting Hunter Valley Producers for 37 years

This Weeks Specials

Rolled Corn Brisket 2.5 to 3.5kg $6.99/kg
Rolled Roast Beef 2.5 to 3.5kg $8.99/kg
Crumbed Steak $7.99/kg
Introducing our Pure Beef and Vegie Rissoles
$7.99/kg
Don’t forget our Sausages are only $6.00/kg
and our pure beef mince is $7.00/kg

Hams for Christmas $8.99/kg
Traditionally cured, Locally produced Premium leg
Ham.
Get in Early, limited numbers available. Last delivery 17.12.10.

PLEASE PLACE ORDERS BY 5PM MONDAYS FOR
FRIDAY DELIVERY

For Order Forms

Ph. 65485170 or 65485008
Fax. 65485181
alexanderdownsgroup@bigpond.com
Top Quality

local beef and pork delivered to the Upper Hunter every Friday.
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 25 November 2010
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MERRIWA POST OFFICE
More than just a Post Office!
Netbook Computer for $360
Ideal for travel or school or just a handy
portable computer that is internet ready. The
Acer Aspire One AOD255 is fabulous buying at
$399 but if you get in before 24 December
the manufacturer will give you $39 cashback.
The specs are good too: 10.1 in screen, 1Gb
RAM, 1.66GHz Intel processor, 160Gb harddrive, Netcam & Mike, and with Windows 7
loaded. Limited stock.
New Amex Global Travel Card
Travelling overseas soon? You would be well
advised not to risk exposing your usual credit
card to foreign shopkeepers. Or maybe you
would like to take a second Visa card for
backup. The post office has the Travelex
prepaid Visa card for cash withdrawals
overseas. Additionally, we now introduce the
American Express Global Travel Card. This is a
normal Visa card, prepaid and reloadable, that
can be used in stores, on internet or for cash
just like any other card – but safer.
Ask, or pick up the details in the PO
Portable DVD Player
Another new home/car entertainment item
now in stock. The Laser 7 in widescreen
portable DVD player has a remote control,
speaker, 180 degree swivel screen, car and
home adapters and rechargeable Li Ion
battery for only $99.
Gift Cards
Gift Cards are the win-win way to please
everybody. You buy the card and they buy
what they want with your gift. We have a big
range of gift cards in Merriwa post office. For
example Myers store in $50 and $100 cards.
Then everything else from Cinema’s to
donation cards. We have Country Road, Bra’s
N Things, Sussan, Sunglass Hut, EB games,
BCF, Supercheap Auto, Rebel and more. You
can also get a range of pre-paid Visa cards for
use everywhere (including internet) but these
attract a $5.95 bank fee. None of the others
have a fee. Remember, give Gift Cards for
Christmas and they can use them in the
January Sales!

Mobile Phone News
There is a plethora of new PrePaid mobiles
introduced for Christmas and because of this
some of the existing mobiles have been
reduced. For example the very popular Telstra
Samsung C5220, in red or black is now only
$69.We also have mobiles from as low as a
bargain $29 or $59 with camera. Also check
out the Sony Ericsson T707. Flip-phone with
3.2 MPx camera, Bluetooth, gesture control
and pulsating lights, FM radio. Great buying
with these specs - $79.
Here’s the newies:
Telstra LG GU290f. Stylish Slider with big
buttons for easy dialling. Has 1.3 MPx camera,
allows video calls, MP3 player, Bluetooth and
speaker phone for only $97. Telstra Bubble
Touch in black or white. Full colour touch
screen for only $97! Has 3Mpx camera, allows
video calls, MP3 player, FM radio, Bluetooth
and speakerphone. Telstra Glide in red or
black. Slide out qwerty keyboard & touch
screen. 3 MPX camera, video calls, MP3 player,
FM radio, Bluetooth for $129. Telstra Nokia
6700 Stylish Slider. Slim aluminium case. 5Mpx
camera & video with LED flash, autofocus &
Carl Zeiss optics. SD card 2GB included. MP3
player, FM radio & Bluetooth. $195. Nokia C5
with GPS! Also has 3.2 Mpx camera with video
& flash, MP3 player, FM radio, Micro SD card
slot, Bluetooth & Speakerphone. $195. Nokia
6700 Slider. 5mpx camera with LED flash &
autofocus, Bluetooth, MP3 player & FM radio.
2GB micro SD card included. Stylish, aluminium
& thin with large fine screen don’t pay $199
elsewhere, $195. Samsung Galaxy 5
Smartphone. With 2.8in touchscreen, 2 MPx
camera/video,
Wi-Fi and GPS. Android
powered. MP3 player, included 2GB SD card,
speaker, Bluetooth. Don’t pay a fortune for a
“Name” smartphone, the Samsung is only
$195.
Postmasters thought for the week:
Many a self made man worships his maker
W.G.P.
Mel & Kerry
with Colleen & Mrs Keirra Hourn
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ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL FAIR
Only 2 more days to go for St Joseph’s
Merriwa Family Fair.
When: Saturday 27 November at 3.00pm
Where: The school grounds
Santa will be there from 3.30pm for your
chance to have a photo taken with him.
Do you have your team ready for the Iron
Man contest?
There is a “Most Loved Teddy” competition.
Just bring along your best loved teddy for a
chance to win an art pack.
“Reflections of Yesteryear” are the music we
will be enjoying from 6.00pm onwards.
Tickets will be on sale throughout the day,
price is $5.00 for a single ticket or $15.00 for
a family. You will be able to buy dinner at the
dance with a choice of hot gravy beef rolls,
mini pizzas, chicken nuggets, hot dogs and
drinks can be ordered when you buy your
ticket. Dinner will be at 7.00pm.
The Silent Auction prizes will be on display at
the Fair. Items to date are:
Handbag & Accessories from Brookee
Our Little Secret Necklace
Our Little Secret Earrings
A 4.5 litre Oval Cast Iron Casserole Dish
28cm Cast Iron Round Cook and Serve Dish
Lennox MP4 Player
A Hand/Log Trolley
A Digital Camera
A MaryKay Men’s gift pack
A MaryKay Ladies gift pack
More details in the St Josephs article!
The Silent Auction will have bidding cards
available at the Fair, to participate you write
your bid on the ticket and if someone outbids
you, if you choose you then up your bid and
at the end of the time whoever has the
winning bid pays for the item and it is all
yours.

painted, balloon animals, buddy walkers, relay
races, hoopla, sponge throwing, pony rides.
The school grounds are looking like a garden
nursery with plenty of plants on offer. Cakes
are being made. There will be something for
everyone.
We have a couple of reminders for you, one is
that as the Fair and dance is being held at the
school it is a Government regulation that no
alcohol or smoking is permitted on school
grounds. The other reminder is to please label
all your ingredients used in your cooking for this
is a safety measure for people who may have
food allergies.
Jayne Cronin

MERRIWA CWA
The Christmas Luncheon will be held at the
Iron Bark Cafe.
Date: Thursday 9 December
Time: 11.30 for 12 O’clock
For catering purposes please RSVP by 2nd
December.
There will be a mystery Santa so please bring
along a small gift to the value of $10. Please
phone Robyn on 6548 7241 if you will be
attending.
The Phillip Group of CWA has an Educational
Grant on offer. The Sylvia Osborne
Educational Grant is for students that are
undertaking studies relating to Textiles;
Dressmaking; Fashion; Design and Industry
Practice relating to these topics. The amounts
of the Grants are $500 for senior High School
(years 11 & 12) and $1500 for Tertiary. The
closing date for Applications is the 3rd
January.
More information is available from the
secondary office, or give me a call on 6548
7241.

Other fun events are: see how far you can
throw a gum boot, lob a toilet roll, tug of war,
jaffa bashing, Sumo wrestling, have your face

Robyn McAlister
Publicity

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and anyone
wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this free service,
please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays.
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MERRIWA SENIOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

We have been invited to Denman’s Christmas
Function at the RSL Club, Denman, on
Wednesday 8 December commencing at 1am
and costing $18.00
Please let me know if you would like to go
Mary O’Neill

BONES HAS MOVED
I would like to thank the Communities of
Merriwa and Cassilis for their help and
understanding of Mark’s needs, Living in the
two towns for 36 years of his life, he has made
lots of friends in that time.
Dennis and Michael, thank you for keeping
Mark on the move, he hated to be broken
down. Thanks heaps.
Mark is now living in Scone. He loves the new
challenges but keeps in touch by e-mail.
Lorraine Curtis

HAVEACHAT
The Merriwa cancer support group "Haveachat"
meet the 3rd Thursday of each month at
7.00pm-8.30pm, at the Merriwa MPS meeting
room for an informal get together over a cup of
tea or coffee.
If you have a concern about yourself or
someone that you care about, come along,
have a cup of coffee and if you feel like it, have
a chat about it. If you like, compare notes with
someone to see how they dealt with some of
the issues. You never know, a simple
suggestion may make the world of difference.
Find out what services and support are available
to you.

Kenneth Edwards was born on 20 November,
1919 in the Merriwa area. As he grew up he
worked on local farms.
He enlisted in the army for World War 2,
serving in Darwin and Adelaide river. While
serving, he drove supply trucks and helped with
construction. He married after the war and
settled in Newcastle to raise his 3 sons.
Upon retiring he decided to return to Merriwa
and see out his retirement in the place he loves
so much.
Many people would know dad as the old guy up
the top of town in Brisbane St or the person
that was a pottery lover. He is also a leadlight
perfectionist with much of his work on display in
many homes in the town. He also known by
many as the old bloke on the red gofer
(motorised buggy). I know him as Dad, the man
that I owe so much to.
Happy 91st Birthday Dad.
Kevin

ANNIVERSARY
Wishing Andrew, my wonderful husband, a
happy 5th wedding anniversary

For more information contact Ray McConnell on
0458 482 899 or you can find me in Merriwa
Hardware.

Love Peta

Ray
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ASTHMA FOUNDATION STREET STALL
I would like to thank everyone in Merriwa
who so generously donated, purchased or
helped on our street stall last Friday. Whilst
many people contributed most generously I
would like to give a special thanks to Sr. Mary
for her unfailing support of all street stalls, to
Eva Towler our intrepid raffle seller – nothing
slips past this lady, to Lea Luckett who so
kindly made the “thank you” labels, Andrea
Kiely and Barry Ghersi who were in charge of
the gorgeous plants and last but not least
Leone Williams, my trusty offsider!
Thank you everyone!
The Raffle winners were:
1st Bev Telfer - prize donated by E. Shipway
2nd Sr. Brigid - prize donated by Merriwa
Nursery
3rd Beris McPherson - prize donated by
Merriwa Spinners
100 Club winners
1st Robyn Redman
2nd Eva Towler
3rd Dawn Byfield
There are still some financial loose ends to be
tidied up but the gross amount from the
street stall was $1559.80 with an additional
$1000 so generously donated by Rotary
Merriwa. I hope to finalise the finances this
week and let you know how much we will be
able to donate to the Asthma Foundation – to
date the amount raised in the last 12 months
is $4631.13.
Thank you,
Edith Shipway

MERRIWA RIVER RURAL FIRE SERVICE
$500 Toy Raffle - Tickets are now selling
Drawn: Thursday 9 December at the Street
Christmas Party
Tickets will be available on the night & down
the main street over the next couple of weeks
If you miss out and would like to purchase
tickets contact Andrew Constable on 0428
482 578.
Thanking you
Megan Constable

MERRIWA AND DISTRICT MODEL
AIRCRAFT CLUB
Since last week’s notice regarding the
formation of a radio control model club in the
Merriwa district, there has been some exciting
developments. Several enthusiastic members
of the community have come forward to
express their desire to join the club so its
formation is imminent.
Our fledgling club now requires the assistance
of the community to help us find a suitable
flying field. The club requires a relatively flat
open space with a cleared area of
approximately 500 x 500 metres. Ideally it
would be within 15 kilometres of town and
accessible to all vehicle types. The club would
need to develop and maintain a small scale
airstrip and possibly erect a shed or shade
area on the site. If you are or know of a land
holder that has a suitable area available for
the club to use then we would love to hear
from you.
For any other members of the community that
are interested in joining the model club, there
will be another informal meeting held at the
Merriwa Sports Club on Monday 29 November
at 6:00pm.
If you would like any further information
about the club please contact Matthew Leman
on 0427 483 133.
Safe flying,
MADMAC
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MERRIWA BOOKIES
The next meeting for our Book Club will be held
at the Merriwa Library, from 7-9pm, on
Thursday, 2nd December. We will be discussing
this month's book, Heat and Dust by Ruth
Prawer Jhabvala. This book has also been
adapted to film, with Julie Christie, Shashi
Kapoor, Christopher Cazenove and Greta
Scacchi in the lead roles. Our discussions are
always interesting as lots of differing opinions
and ideas are put forward. Importantly, though,
each of us respect all member's views and each
person is valued for their contribution.
Please try to borrow and return the Book Club
books at our meetings if possible. If you can't
make it to the meeting, please give us a call
and we'll put in an apology for you. Please

return your copy prior to, or at, the meeting.
This means our crate can then be sent on to
the next club. Thank you!
Last month, we talked about our responses to
Peter Robinsons' Cold is the Grave. We found
that most of us enjoy a good crime novel and
some of us had no idea just who the real villain
was until the end. Peter Robinson's books have
been made into a BBC TV detective series,
starring Stephen Thompkinson.
It is never too late to join our Club. If you love
to read, enjoy a good conversation and like to
laugh, this could be a low pressure social outlet
made just for you!
Sally 65482446

$3 SCHOONERS
$2 MIDDIES
$5 RTD’S
WATCH OUR COLUMN FOR NEW SPECIALS EACH WEEK
* These prices are valid from the 25 November until December 1
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Council Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Enquiries—6548 2109
Environmental Services
Health and Building Surveyors
Available Wednesdays by
appointment, phone 6548 2109
Director Environmental Services
Available by appointment, phone
6540 1136
RTA Agency
Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm
Enquiries—132213
Waste Depot
Merriwa
Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday &
Monday (unless otherwise advised)
8am to 12noon & 1pm to 4pm
Cassilis
Every Saturday (unless otherwise
advised) 8am to 4pm
Libraries

MERRIWA/CASSILIS WASTE
DEPOTS CHRISTMAS/NEW
YEAR OPENING DAYS
Merriwa Waste Depot
will be open on the following days
over the Christmas/New Year
period.
Thursday 23 December 2010 (in
lieu of Christmas Day)
Friday 24 December 2010
Monday 27 December 2010
Tuesday 28 December 2010 (in
lieu of Boxing Day)
Thursday 30 December 2010 (in
lieu of New Years Day)
Friday 31 December 2010
Sunday 2 January 2010
Monday 3 January 2010
Cassilis Transfer Station will be
open on Friday 24 December 2010 (in lieu
of Christmas Day)
Friday 31 December 2010 (in lieu
of New Years Day)

Merriwa Branch
Tue -10.30am—12.30pm
Wed - Fri - 1.00pm—5.00pm
Sat - 9.00am—11.00am
Enquiries—6548 2207

Hours of operation during opening
days will remain the same as
usual.

Cassilis Branch
Wed - 10.30am—1.00pm
Fri - 3.00pm—5.30pm
Enquiries—6376 1295

SHOULDER WIDENING
WORKS – GOLDEN
HIGHWAY, GUNGAL

Government Access Centre

Upper Hunter Shire
Council, on behalf of the Roads
and Traffic Authority (RTA), is
carrying out shoulder widening
works approximately 14 to 21km
east of Merriwa.
Works will be undertaken
between 7am and 5pm and are
expected to take 4 months to
complete (weather permitting).
Council is conscious of
the effect of works on surrounding
residents and every effort will be
made to minimise noise.
During the programmed
works, traffic control will be

Monday to Friday 9am—4pm
Enquiries—6548 2109
Visitor Information
& Resource Centre
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday and Sunday 10am—
12.30pm and 1pm—3.30pm
Also a Centrelink Access Point
Enquiries— 6548 2607
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implemented with speed
restrictions, and some minor
delays could be expected.
Council apologises for
any inconvenience and
appreciates your patience during
this time.
Contact: Council’s Engineering

CHRISTMAS SHUTDOWN
OF OFFICES &
OPERATIONS
Christmas operations
closedown is to commence
Wednesday 22 December, 2010
at noon and conclude on 14
January, 2011, with operational
staff to resume work on Monday
17 January 2011.
A small number of staff
will be required to work on
essential maintenance tasks
over this period, arrangements
will be made directly with those
individuals.
The three (3)
administration centres will be
closed from 12 noon on Friday,
24 December 2010 and reopen
on Tuesday, 4 January 2011.

STREET
STALL
Merriwa
Festival of the
Fleeces is
having a Street Stall 17
December. Tickets will be on
sale for the Christmas Raffle-LG
TV & DVD package for $2 per
ticket. Your support would be
appreciated!
Anyone interested in
donating cooking or stall time,
please contact Tina Taylor on
6548 2607.
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UPPER HUNTER SHIRE COUNCIL
MEETING SCHEDULE

WANTED: VOLUNTEER BUS DRIVERS FOR
OCCASIONAL EXCURSIONS

Development & Environmental Services
Committee, Tuesday, 14 December 2010,
10.00am
Works and Technical Services Committee,
Tuesday, 14 December 2010, 2.00pm
Community Services Committee, Tuesday, 14
December 2010, 6.30pm
(Meeting available via video conferencing in
Merriwa & Murrurundi)
Finance Committee, Friday, 17 December 2010,
1.00 pm.
Ordinary Council Meeting, Monday, 20
December 2010, 5.00 pm

Upper Hunter Shire Council is calling on
volunteers to drive the Community Bus! You may only
be needed once a year but without your help the
Youth Group, schools or Hostel may not be able to go
on their excursion!
If you have a bus licence and would be willing
to volunteer your time for any bus bookings for which
our regular bus drivers are not available, please
contact Phoebe on 6548 2109.

MERRIWA CHRISTMAS STREET PARTY

The festive season is fast approaching so it is
time to start planning your Christmas parties!
The School of Arts Hall, Settlement Hall and
Cassilis Community Centre are all available for hire.
Full kitchen facilities are available in all the
halls making them the perfect venues for Christmas
gatherings!

Thursday 9 December 2010
4:30pm – 7:30pm
The Christmas Party will
be held again this year on
Bettington Street, with the street
being closed from Vennacher
Street through to Bow Street
from 3:30pm – 8:30pm. There will be loads of fun
for everyone in the community, including jumping
castles and other inflatable activities, visit from
Santa and late night shopping. Flyers & posters
with more information out soon!!
This event has previously been made
possible through sponsorship from local business.
If you are a local business or community member
wishing to support this event please contact Tess,
Phoebe or Justine at Council or make payments to
Upper Hunter Shire Council which has kindly
auspiced the funds for the event again this year.
MAIN STREET STALL AT THE
CHRISTMAS STREET PARTY
If any local business or
community group would like a stall at
the Christmas Street Party on
Thursday 9 December could you
please fill out a form at Council as well
as provide a copy of your public liability
insurance.

Don't forget the Community Bus is available for
private hire! Call Council for bookings!
LOCAL HALLS AVAILABLE FOR
CHRISTMAS PARTIES

For booking details phone Council on 6548 2109
AUSTRALIA DAY NOMINATIONS HAVE
BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL FRIDAY 26
NOVEMBER!
Don't miss the opportunity to nominate
someone who makes you proud!
Nomination forms are available at Council’s
offices and the Resource Centre or download them
from the website http://upperhunter.locale.nsw.gov.au/files/6136/File/
2011AustDayNominationForm.pdf.
The categories have been revamped this
year, the 2011 categories for the Merriwa District are
as follows:
o Citizen of the Year
o Young Citizen of the Year
o Community Group of the Year
o Achiever of the Year
o Sustainability in Business
o Environmental Achievement
For more information about the categories pick
up a nomination form or contact Phoebe on 6548
2109.
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY
Your local Newspower store and Office Smart
Agent

and ways of making cooking easy as well as
space to write or stick your favourite recipes.

www.merriwanewsagency.com.au

Thomas and FriendsThere are a range of books in the Thomas and
Friends collection. We have a selection of these
available in store. They are beautiful books with
hard covers and vivid pictures.

Only 38 days to go!!!
I am a gorgeous stuffed dog that is so
huggable you will never want to put me
down! I am sitting in the Newsagency window
waiting to be taken home by the lucky winner
of the Christmas Draw. All you have to do is
spend $10 or more in store before Christmas
to have a chance of winning me! I will be
given to my lucky new owner on Christmas
Eve. Come and have a look at me- I truly am
magnificent!

Puzzling Fairytales!
These floor puzzles based on fairytales are a
great gift idea. The pieces are large- perfect for
little fingers and also mean they are not a
choking hazard for the toddler. There is Peter
Pan, Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty and more.

The jacaranda trees are in blossom, the
weather is warming up and department stores
have had their decorations out for at least a
month. Add these things together and you
realize Christmas is just around the corner
and will be ignored no longer!

Sheaffer Classic
The Calligraphy set is the ideal gift for that
person who is at that hard-to-buy-for age of the
teenager. There are many inks in different
colours, several pen nibs and an instruction
booklet which teaches them how to use their
pens and shows them different writing styles.

There are so many specials in store here at
the Newsagency that it is impossible to go
through them all. Not only do we have all of
the great stuff that is in the catalogues but we
have other toys and things on sale that you
can only find out about by looking for
yourself!

Laptop for Juniors!
The Teach & Talk Activity Laptop is ideal for
young children to teach them beginner
computer skills without the worry that they
might somehow damage your computer. There
are 32 games and activities on these laptops
and there is a mouse and QWERTY keyboard.

Christmas paper that doesn’t wrap presents!
Usually when we write our Christmas letters
we use boring paper. We have beautiful
Christmas themed paper for the printer that is
perfect for printing out those Christmas
letters. They come in packs of 15 or 25.

We also have a range of Parker pens in store
that are always a nice gift to give.

Kitchen WisdomPaula Deene’s Kitchen Wisdom & Recipe
Journal is the perfect Christmas present for
someone learning to cook, leaving home, or
trying to get organized. There are lots of tips

Don’t forget to pick up your cards, wrap labels
and stickers from the Newsagency to complete
your Christmas shopping!
Phone Cards; all cards are now available
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone
Cash or Eftpos only
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FOR SALE

12 Dec 2010

Mignon Piano
Good Condition and
recently tuned
$1000
Phone Pat Kirkby
6548 2424

22 Jan 2011
26 Jan 2011

Virtual
Administrative and
Training Services
www.haats.com.au

5 Mar 2011
19 Mar 2011

27 Apr 2011
4 July 2011

16 July 2011
1 Oct 2011

DAY TOURS
Hunter Valley Gardens Christmas Lights
Sunday Evening Spectacular. Light Supper available on site.
Adults $45 Children $35
Tamworth Country Music Cavalcade Join us for the
spectacular parade of floats and artists. Great atmosphere
always a great day out $40
Australia Day, Cruising Sydney Harbour
Luxury Cruiser; Includes Buffet Luncheon Adults $170
Children $160
Doctor Zhivago Splendid Musical based on the all time classic.
Lyric Theatre Sydney $140 P/P
Mystery Tour We can’t tell you where but it will be Great!
Includes morning tea and lunch $90
EXTENDED TOURS
6 Day Victorian Alpine High Country Tour Travel via
Canberra Cooma Bairnsdale Omeo Bright Corryong Gundagai
and Oberon. Visit Myrtleford Beechworth and Yackandandah.
13 Day Central Australian & Top End Tour Travel via Broken
Hill, Silverton, Port Augusta, Coober Pedy, Alice Springs, Uluru,
Devils Marbles, Tennant Creek, Katherine Gorge, Adelaide
River, Crocodile Cruise, Darwin.
19 Day Western Australian Tour Travel via Kununurra, Lake
Argyle, Broome, Ningaloo Reef, Monkey Mia, Kalbarri,
Geraldton, Perth, Bunbury, Albany. Always Popular.
11 Day Tasmanian Adventure – Secrets of Tasmania
Spirit of Tasmania, Salamanca Markets, Historic Port Arthur,
World Heritage Cruise
BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES
PH: 6547 4416 or 1800 077 099 (free call)
CBS TRAVEL PTY LTD
Travel Agents License No 2TA5587
www.cowans.com.au buses@cowans.com.au

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
www.jtsrealty.com.au
Muswellbrook NSW 2333
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
Ph: 6541 5331 Fax: 6541 0330

34 William Street Merriwa - $275000.00

Surrounded by quality homes and backing onto open paddocks this home is only
6 years old. There are four good sized bedrooms, the main with an Ensuite &
walk in robe, 3 with Built ins. Two large living areas including a formal lounge +
a large open plan family, dining and kitchen area with reverse cycle A/C and tiled
flooring. The Galley kitchen has a dishwasher & breakfast bar. The outdoor
entertainment area overlooks the yard and paddocks at the rear. A double garage
& garden shed provide ample storage.

25 Mackenzie Street Merriwa - $229000.00

Situated in easy walking distance to the shops and schools this home is very
conveniently located. There are 3 big bedrooms, a brand new kitchen with a
dishwasher and plenty of cupboard space, a large open plan lounge and dining
area featuring a combustion fire, reverse cycle air conditioning and polished
floorboards. The bathroom is also fully renovated and the home has been freshly
painted throughout. Outside is a paved entertainment area overlooking the fully
fenced yard. For storage there is a single garage plus a carport.

119 Bettington Street Merriwa - $350000.00
Formally the National Australia Bank this landmark property is one of the icon's of
Merriwa. The banking chamber is still in place & includes a large office area, a
customer service area, the bank vault and a separate toilet and kitchenette. The
residence is large and comprises of 5 bedrooms, 2 with open fireplaces, 2
separate living area's, a sunroom, office & a spacious kitchen with plenty of
cupboard space and a dishwasher. Features throughout the home are metal
pressed ceilings, colonial timber panelling & quality antique fixtures. Outside is a
double garage and garden shed in a fully fenced yard.

72 Vennacher Street Merriwa - $228000.00

Located close to the high school & an easy walk to the shops this home has been
tastefully renovated. There is new carpet throughout, it has been freshly painted
& a new bathroom installed. The 4 bedrooms are all a good size, as is the lounge
which features reverse cycle A/C. The kitchen is in good condition & there is a
new stove. Outside is a carport & 2 garden sheds for storage. The yard is huge &
is ideal for kids to play or you may wish to build a big shed for the toys. If you are
after a home with very little to do this is it. Currently tenanted at $200 p/w.
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WOOLBROOK INDUSTRIES
The great economist Maynard Keynes is
reported to have once responded thus to a
critic: “When the facts change, I change my
mind. What do you do, sir?” Another version,
I think from Mark Twain (perhaps because it
sounds like him) is: “When I am proved
wrong I change my mind. What do you do?”
Twain was around long before Keynes so we
might give Twain the honour of inventing the
saying except that variations probably date
back long before both of them. Anyway, to
get to the point, a favourite sport in Australia
is Bank Bashing, and at the moment our
banks, and particularly the Big Four, are
receiving an unmerciful shellacking from
many, including politicians, the press, and
ordinary Australians. Going back ten or fifteen
years to a time when Bank Bashing was also
the sport of the day, I wrote an article in
these columns defending the Banks. Since
then I have to some extent changed my
mind, hopefully because the facts have
changed (which they have), rather than that I
have been proved wrong. There is no doubt
there have been enormous changes in
banking and finance in Australia since about
1985, mostly because of Labour instituted
reforms from about 1986 onwards, further
reforms by the Coalition, and the effects of
the Global Financial Crisis (GFC). However,
while I do not intend to defend the banks
unduly in these columns, much of the bashing
seems to me to be ill-informed or pushing
points of view and remedies which are either
impossible to implement or could cause as
much, or more, harm than good.
Two critical essentials in any well managed
advanced economy are the Banking and
Insurance systems, and ideally they will both
be well run, profitable, conservative,
transparent, civilised and presenting these

attributes to the general population in such a
way that these qualities are not only present,
but understood and accepted by all of us. That
is (in today’s terms), they need a good PR
system which has a case and presents it well.
Australia has a sound and profitable banking
system which has stood us in good stead in the
GFC, however these qualities have proved to
be sadly lacking in the banks of many other
countries ranging from the big (e.g. Britain and
the USA) all the way down to the smallest (e.g.
Iceland and Ireland). It is true that in the past
our banks have sometimes engaged in doubtful
(even possibly illegal) acts, and my memory
takes me back a long way to recall numerous
cases. It is also true that they engaged in some
quite dubious practices leading up to the
present GFC, and that they are only now
beginning to recover from them. At the
moment the two chief complaints against the
banks are that they are making enormous
profits at our expense and that they are hiking
interest rates unreasonably high to generate
these profits, so it is worthwhile looking more
closely at these claims, if possible with an
impartial mind. First we have to accept it as
reasonable that big businesses, if well run, will
generate big profits, so the four banks’ $20
billion combined profit this year is not
necessarily excessive judged on size alone. In
fact it may well be applauded by anyone with
bank shares, which includes every Australian
with superannuation. To push the point, one
company (BHP Billiton) is likely to generate a
$13 billion profit on its own this year and the
average Bank Basher has not made much fuss
about that. However, recent surveys are
starting to suggest that the pain resulting from
interest rate rises is starting to outweigh the joy
of those with superannuation.
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There are two accepted quick methods of
assessing a bank’s profit structure to determine
whether it is in fact gouging the people to
whom it lends. The first is the interest spread,
i.e. the difference between what it pays to
borrow money and what it charges to re-lend
it. In fact that spread has narrowed slightly
over the last few years which suggests they
are not gouging us. It is worth noting that
loans to home owners are at a lower interest
rate than to small business (which includes
farmers) so the latter are subsidising the
former, and this penalising of small business is
likely to have a negative effect on employment.
However, there is little criticism of this subsidy
because there are many more with home loans
than there are with small business loans. The
politicians particularly are not likely to criticise
this practice for the same reason, i.e. on
balance it helps to keep the mortgaged masses
quiet and happy (well, quieter and happier at
least). Recent surveys suggest that the joy of
those with superannuation is starting to be
outweighed by the grief of those with
mortgages, and of course these are often the
same people. However, of late years I have not
had much faith in the interest spread theory as
a gauge of the banks’ behaviour because they
can easily circumvent a narrowing interest
spread gap by imposing compensatory fees
and charges and in fact they have been doing
this for years to the point that a class action
with about 50,000 claimants is presently in
progress to recoup many of these fees. This is
probably the biggest law suit in Australian
history and if the banks lose it could cost them
up to $5 billion.

WE CAN SUPPLY ENGINES, GENERATORS AND
PORTABLE WELDING UNITS WITH THE RIGHT
GEAR AND AT THE RIGHT PRICE – HERE ARE
SOME EXAMPLES. Either Single or 3 Phase.
5.0 hp Honda 2000w petrol generator
11.0 hp Honda 5500w petrol generator
4.8 hp L48 Yanmar 2600w DIESEL generator
7.0 hp L70 Yanmar 4000w DIESEL generator
7.0 hp L100 Yanmar 6000w DIESEL generator
13 hp Honda 7000w petrol welder/generator
10 hp L100 Yanmar DIESEL welder/generator

ELECTRIC START MODELS AVAILABLE, ALSO
LOW OIL PRESSURE/OVERHEATING
SAFEGUARDS.

Max Wurker
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MERRIWA PHARMACY
Fabulous fibre
The benefits of fibre in the diet have been
known for many years. In fact, one of the
earliest proprietary fibre supplements,
containing parts of the seed of the Plantago
ovata (psyllium) plant, was marketed more than
75 years ago as the non-irritant laxative
Metamucil. But, we now know that fibre offers
more benefits than just a better functioning
bowel.
Certainly, the main function of dietary fibre is to
keep our digestive system happy and healthy.
However, there are other significant advantages
from getting an adequate intake of fibre.
Indeed, there are a number of different
definitions of what actually constitutes
“fibre” (and a number of different forms of fibre,
as well). The common theme in the definitions
is that fibre consists of food materials, not
digested by the acids and enzymes in our
stomach and small intestine, which pass
unchanged into the large intestine.
According to Food Standards Australia and New
Zealand, these high-fibre nutrients are expected
to provide one or more of the following benefits:
appropriate bowel movements, reduction in
blood cholesterol levels, and improved control of
blood glucose levels. The result, therefore, is
not only the prevention and relief of bowel
problems like constipation, diarrhoea,
haemorrhoids, irritable bowel syndrome (IBS)
and diverticulitis, but also a reduced risk heart
disease and stroke, a reduced risk of developing
diabetes, a reduced risk of contracting some
cancers and better weight management.
Each of the four main types of fibre – soluble
fibre, insoluble fibre, resistant starches and socalled oligosaccharides – works in a different
but complementary way. So, it’s important to
get dietary fibre from a variety of sources: fruit,
vegetables, legumes, pulses, nuts and the bran
or husk of cereal grains.
The recommended daily “adequate intake” of
fibre is generally considered to be about 25g for
women and 30g for men. However, the vast
majority of men, women and children in
Australia consume far less than this
recommended level. Also, the National Health

and Medical Research Council has stated that
an even greater intake of dietary fibre, up to
28g for women and 38g for men, is likely to
further reduce the risk of developing chronic
disease.
If you are unable to reach the recommended
target levels through diet alone, a number of
fibre supplements are available.
Ask your
pharmacist for one most suitable for you.
In the US products containing the soluble fibre
psyllium and consumed at a certain dose are
allowed to claim a possible reduction in the risk
of heart disease.
And in Australia such
products are approved for lowering cholesterol
levels as well as maintaining healthy digestive
function and restoring regular bowel habits.
Many bowel problems are related to transit time
– the time taken for the passage of digested
food through the intestinal tract. Too quick,
and too little water is absorbed (maybe too few
nutrients, as well) and the result is watery
waste and diarrhoea. Conversely, when the
waste travels a bit too slowly, too much water
is absorbed. Hard stools and constipation is the
result.
A combination of soluble and insoluble fibre
regulates transit time and can help prevent
both constipation and diarrhoea. Soluble fibre
such as psyllium may also improve the
symptoms of IBS.
It’s likely that we’ll all benefit from extra dietary
fibre, but the dose of fibre supplements should
be increased gradually over a few weeks to
avoid the possibility of bloating or flatulence.
Free Pharmaceutical Society’s Self Care health
information fact cards titled Fibre and Bowel
Constipation, Haemorrhoids and
Health.
Irritable Bowel Syndrome are available from
Merriwa Pharmacy.
We still have some 2011 calendars available
please ask for one.
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FOR SALE

Budgies and
Cockatiels

10 week old
chickens

All babies are extremely
quiet and ready for
someone to love.
Christmas is around the
corner and we can look
after your bird until the
day before Christmas!

Saturday 27 November
8am - 2pm
37 William St. Merriwa

Budgies from $12
Cockatiels from $25

White Ride-On Mower with Trailer and
Boom Spray, six 12’ mesh farm gates, 18”
mower - 2 years old, fencing tools, chain
saw, hand tools, pipe fittings, electrical
cable, electrical fencing, dog kennel, car
roof racks, 6 man tent, 2 man tent,
wheelbarrow, shade sail with stainless
fittings, Webber Kettle BBQ, ironing
boards, steam mop, Phillips stereo,
crockery, cutlery, kitchen utensils and
electrical appliances, televisions and other
sundry items.

Black, Red, White
and Brown in colour
Available from
Merriwa Petroleum
and Ag

Contact Will and
Jay-me
6548 2124 after 6pm !

On Friday 17
December
$12.50 each
Ph: 6548 2071

GARAGE SALE

COOLAH AUTO SMASH
& MECHANICAL
ABN 86 058 823 162

Also known as Valley Motors Coolah

Owned and Operated by Steve & Vicki Billett

Quality Guaranteed Service

SMASH REPAIRS -FUSS FREE
with Fully Qualified Tradesman you can trust
Latest Technology and Equipment
Plastic Welding
Windscreen Installation.
Diagnostic services
On Line Quoting System ‐ Quality Products

Number 1 Choice In Smash Repairs
Over 30 years experience in the industry
18 years in Coolah Merriwa area

Ph: 6377 1192
29 Binnia Street, Coolah
valleymotorscoolah@bigpond.com
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MERRIWA RSL CLUB

THE ROYAL - MERRIWA
Well the warmer weather is finally here and
it's time to celebrate with some live music at
The Royal.
On Friday, 3 December at 8.30pm, The Royal
will be introducing a great duo from
Newcastle to the lucky people of Merriwa.
Come in and enjoy the great music of 'The
Horozontialists'!
The Horizontalists have been an instant
favourite in venues around Newcastle. Both
popular performers in their own right, Marty
Burke (The Milestones, Glenny Rae Virus and
her Tamworth playboys) and Alice Williams
(Zoe K and the Band of Lost Souls, The
Receptionists) come together to play a welltuned mix of originals and covers from the
60s through to current day hits, including The
Rolling Stones, Paul Simon, David Bowie,
Suzanne Vega, The Police, Amy Winehouse
Linda Ronstand and Kelis.
The duo use no elec-trickery - just guitars and
voices. With one of Newcastle's finest
guitarists, and a focus on dynamic vocal
harmony, their mix of old school cool and
modern appeal make the The Horizontalists a
great act for any kind of show down.
Be there or be square!
Cheers from 'The Royal'!
Gail

The Members Lucky Badge for $1750.00 was
not won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was
637, this week it jackpots to $1800.00. The
7pm draw for $740.00 was not won the number
was 552, this week it jackpots to $760.00. The
9pm lucky ticket draw for $860.00 was not won
the number was 59430, this week it jackpots to
$880.00. LTPS/10/05160. The Sunday Morning
Badge Draw was not won last week the number
was 734, this week jackpots to $300 and will be
drawn between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you
must be present to win the money.
LTPS/10/05160
Coming Events
Appearing Saturday February 12 2011 The
Ultimate Bee Gees most authentic tribute act
you will ever see or hear.
This week’s lucky $5 note was not claimed the
serial number was DJ 02191177, and now
jackpots to $80. The $5 note is released early in
the week and is announced on Friday night
during the raffles, and must be claimed at the
bar by midday Sunday, and you must be a
member of the Club. If you cannot remember
the serial number that’s ok there will be notices
at the bar from Friday night after the Raffles.
The club is now running a Christmas Raffle to
be drawn on Friday Night 24 December at our
Christmas Eve Raffle Night, tickets are $1.00
each with two prizes on offer:a Westinghouse upright 180lt Freezer
1st
a Victor Lawn Mower
2nd
Keno Promotions – all non paying Keno tickets
have the chance to win a $60 Bistro voucher,
just place your non paying ticket along with
your name and phone number in the allocated
box for your chance to win. There will be two
draws, 1–26 November and 2–10 December.
The other promotion we have running with
Keno is the chance to Win a Holiday escape
with ET! 5 nights on Daydream Island, Fishing
trip with Et plus in venue BBQ prizes & gift
packs. Grab a Keno ticket for $10 or more for
your chance to win.
MJ Morgan
Secretary/Manager
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CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB
Friday nights
Darts
Names to the club by 6.45pm for 7pm start
$3.00 entry per week
Come along and join the fun
Snack Bar is open

Music by Green Limousine
$30 per head (High School age upwards)
including the meal or $10 for music only.
Names and money by 14 December by
contacting the club after 5pm 6376 1002

Friday night raffles- Meat trays, Vege trays,
Schooner Draw, Joker Draw Members Draw,
Kids Raffle. End Of Month Members Draw

NYE at the CassBowl
Raffles
Bring your own basket supper
Music by “The Sly Pigs” (Commencing 9pm)

Zumba has arrived in Cassilis
Ditch the Work out - Join the Party!
Monday evenings – 6.30pm @ the Cassbowl
Gold Coin donation will go towards other
needs for the Zumba sessions e.g. big screen
etc. Bring a towel and a water bottle.

Members Summer Specials
This weeks specials are:
$3 Schooners
$2 Middies
$5 RTD’s

Darts Party
Sunday 28 November
6pm start
Free BBQ and drink tickets for those who
have played 10 games or more during the
season ($5 per head for those who haven’t).
All welcome!
Christmas Housie
4 December
Bingo, 7pm start

The new summer specials will run weekly from
Thursday until Wednesday Night each week.
Watch the space for next weeks red hot deals!
We also have Cleanskin white wine for just $6
per bottle.
Results
Joker Draw - Rex - Unsuccessful - $888 next
week.

Children’s Christmas Party
Friday 10th December From 6pm
Santa will be making an appearance.(Parents
to provide a gift to the value $10) Members
children are free, non-members children are
$5 each, includes meal and drinks for children
only.

Members Draw - Vanessa Nash - $70 - $50 next
week.
Darts
Chook - Glenda and Kyle
Chocolate - Zoe and Katie

Christmas Party
18 December
Christmas Dinner 6.30pm start
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MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB
Saturday 20 November
Saturday Members Draw 269 Not Won Next
week $230
Winners Jackpot 40468 Not Won Next week
$1140
Free Tickets Horrie Tudor
Dinner Beatrice Voysey
Bowls Raffle Ken Bevan
Sunday 21 November
Sunday Members draw No 503 Next week $500
$20 one off prizes No 502 Not won & No 504
Not won
Transport Service is available Friday and
Saturday. Due to rising costs the Club Taxi
voucher has been increased to $3. Don’t take
the risk and drive when for $3 per person you
can be chauffeured home. To access the
transport service you must book through the
Sports Club to check availability of the service.
Bingo
Every Thursday Night commences 7:00pm
Win Sporties Vouchers $5, $20, $50 + Fruit,
Veg and meat trays
Saturday 11 December
Club Christmas Party
“Chromatic D”
With special guest International Artist Gemma
Fitzgerald. Tickets $20 includes Chinese/
Australian Smorgasbord. Bookings essential
The Sporties Christmas raffle this year is 
First Prize $250 Caltex Fuel Voucher

Second Prize $150 Caltex Fuel voucher

Third Prize Killawarra Wines Ice Bucket
and Wines
$1.00 per ticket sold at Max’s Country Cuts or
at the Bar

Zumba
Now that the weather is warming up and
daylight savings is here, why not join us at the
Sports Club to loose those few extra kilo’s you
may have put on over winter.
Every Wednesday at 5:00pm
Its a fun way to get fit. All you need is a Gold
Coin, a towel and a sense of humour. Hope to
see you there Teressa and Dahlia
The Sporties
Chinese/Australian Restaurant
Open for Lunch and Dinner
Lunch Specials
Open 5 1/2 days
Lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon – 2:00pm
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 9:00pm.
Please Note Saturday hours for lunch are
11:30am to 1:00pm
Closed Mondays reopens 5:00pm Tuesdays
For Bookings and take away ring 6548 3228

LADY BOWLERS NEWS
On Wednesday 10 November we travelled to
Murrurundi for their Charity Day which had
been postponed earlier in the year. Funds
raised this year went to the helicopter service.
It was a very successful day and also the last
Bowls day on our official calendar.
Thursday 11 November was to be a mufti day
surprise, surprise it was wet again. As the
green is having its yearly spell we have packed
our bowls away until the New Year.
Our Christmas Party held at the Sports Club, on
Wednesday 17 November was a most enjoyable
occasion and a great way to finish the season.
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GOLF NEWS

Submitting a Column??

On a great day for golf 11 starters played the
final of the Williams Putting Comp.
Winner Des Vero
Winner on the Day A Kean 25 Putts
Runner Up Pat Williams
Ball Comp
D Vero, A Medway, D Taylor and R Patterson
Nearest the pin with a great shot 10cm away
from the pin. Max McNaught on the 9th
Pat Williams on the 4th and 18th
Some great golf was played on the day.
What “8 putts for 8 holes”

If you have a picture or photo that
complements your article, please
send it in as well.
We may not always have to room to
fit it in, but we will try!
FOR SALE
Heavy Duty
7x4
Box Trailer
8 months Rego

$650 ono
The Cat

Ph: 6548 2360

HEADER, TRUCK AND
ROUND BALER FOR
HIRE AVAILABLE FOR
HARVEST CALL
6547 4416
(MOB) 0427 474 416

G M L le w e lyn & Co M e rriw a
Real E sta te, Sto ck & S tatio n A g en ts

Attention: First Home Buyers & Investors
72 Bow St Merriwa
$185,000 NEG

Owner says SELL
3-bedroom weatherboard home featuring
polished floorboards throughout, 2 bedrooms
with built ins, large kitchen with dishwasher,
bathroom with shower & bath, r/c/a/c,
laundry with 2nd toilet, landscaped yard.
An opportunity to purchase a quality home
at a great price. Currently tenanted for $190.00 p/w
41A King George V Ave Merriwa
$215,000 NEG
Large 4-bedroom weatherboard home
situated on a block measuring 2639 sq mts,
features include open plan kitchen and dining,
bathroom with shower and bath, separate toilet,
r/c/a/c & carport. Pleasant rural outlook,
Currently tenanted for $210.00 p/w
Call us today for more details or to arrange an inspection
Office: 6548 2008 Greg Llewelyn: 0417 227 204
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PONY CLUB NEWS
Merriwa Campdraft held their annual event on
the weekend. Thank you to the Martin,
Lawler, Porter, Sampson, Grady and Ninness
families (hope I haven’t forgotten anyone!) for
running the second ring.
A special thanks to John Lannen for assisting
us by taking all the entries on the day and
Fiona Hordern (Denman Pony Club) who
penciled all day.

MERRIWA LITTLE ATHLETICS
Due to the recent rain/storms, we have had to
cancel a couple of sessions. You will be
informed about any 'catch-up' sessions as soon
the details have been decided.
LANSW have strict guidelines and policies in
regard to wet weather and storms. We always
have the safety of everyone in mind! Thank you
for your understanding.
Also a report on outside competitions will follow
soon.

A big thank you to our children who also
assisted in between their events to put pegs in
etc as we were very short handed. It was a
successful day and all the children and adults
had fun!

Our next meeting takes place at the RSL Club
on Tuesday 30 November, at 6.30pm. You are
most welcome to attend, especially if you have
any ideas or suggestions to help us continue to
improve our Club.

Emily Ninness came first in her riding class on
Brittany, first in the bending and second in the
flag and barrel on Gift. Cameron Ninness
came second in his riding class on Brittany
and third in the bending riding Ellie.

We are truly delighted that Little Athletics
continues to thrive in Merriwa, with many old
families staying or re-joining and lots of new
families. Going by all the smiling faces,
everyone seems to be enjoying the season so
far!

Watch this space next week where I hope I
can publish how everyone else went on the
weekend! So come on email me with your
results.

Merriwa Little Athletics
Oval #2 Brisbane St
from 5.30pm Mondays during the school terms
Children from 3-16years and families all
welcome!

Don’t forget to RSVP the Christmas Party at
the pool on the 11 December 2010 to Clare
for catering purposes.
Carry on regardless!

Tanya Ninness

Sally
65482446

MERRIWA MEN’S BOWLS NEWS
With the 2010 bowls season drawing to an
end we have a number of things to do to
prepare for the coming season. For example
finalising nominations for our next seasons
Club Championships, so bowlers please fill out
your nominations of your choice as next
Sunday, 28 November, nominations close.
At the time of this going to press we still don’t
know our grading for next year’s Pennants
Competition.
Due to the renovations of the bowling green it
will be closed for approximately four weeks.
Eva Towler
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MERRIWA JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE &
NETBALL CLUB
Player Profiles
Name: Bailey
McNaught

Name:
John
Cronin

Age: 10

Age: 12

Did you enjoy playing football for Merriwa last
season? Yes I loved it
What do you like about playing football for
Merriwa? Getting out there & playing with my
mates
Name one exciting thing that happened in the
2010 season? Getting into the semi’s
What's your favourite activity to do at
training? Tackle bags
Would you like to play football for Merriwa
next season? Yes

Did you enjoy playing football for Merriwa last
season? Yes
What do you like about playing football for
Merriwa? Representing the town
Name on exciting thing that happened in the
2010 season? Most of the players scoring tries
What's your favourite activity to do at training?
Tackling practise
Would you like to play football for Merriwa next
season? Yep Definitely
Name:
Christopher
Keeley

Name:
Luke
Cronin

Age: 8

Age: 11

Did you enjoy playing football for Merriwa last
season? Yes
What do you like about playing football for
Merriwa? Getting on the field & having a good
time
Name on exciting thing that happened in the
2010 season? Making it to the semi’s
What's your favourite activity to do at
training? British Bulldog
Would you like to play football for Merriwa
next season? Yes

Did you enjoy playing football for Merriwa last
season? Yes
What do you like about playing football for
Merriwa? Playing with my mates
Name on exciting thing that happened in the
2010 season? Scoring my first try
What's your favourite activity to do at training?
Running
Would you like to play football for Merriwa next
season? Yes
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MERRIWA AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB
10 of our club’s swimmers participated at the
Denman Inter-Town Carnival on Saturday. This
was the first carnival of the Season and Merriwa
had some brilliant results.
Results
Tyler
Austin
William
Taylor
Jay-me
Taylor
Janaya
Austin
Hunter
Hood
Shai
Blackadder
Teianna
Taylor
Mackenzie
Lean
Lachlan
Walker
Elly
Blackadder

1st – 50m Backstroke
2nd – 50m Freestyle
4th – 50m Breaststroke
2nd – 50m Freestyle
4th – 50m Breaststroke
6th – 50m Freestyle & Backstroke
nd

2 – 50m Breaststroke &
Butterfly
4th – 50m Freestyle & Backstroke

Congratulations to all of you, it was great to see
you all have a go, enjoying yourselves and
cheering the other Merriwa swimmers on.
Thank you to our mum’s & grandmother who
transported the children to Denman & cheered
them on.
Best Wishes for those swimming at the
Branxton Carnival on Saturday 27 November at
2pm.
See you all at training on Monday & Wednesday
and Time Trials on Thursday.
The Committee

3rd – 50m Freestyle & Backstroke
4th – 50m Breaststroke
3rd – 50m Breaststroke
4th – 50m Freestyle
4th – 50m Backstroke
5th – 50m Freestyle &
Breaststroke
4th – 50m Backstroke
5th – 50m Freestyle &
Breaststroke
2nd – 50m Breaststroke
6th – 50m Freestyle
3rd – 25m Freestyle, Breaststroke
& Backstroke
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NAME
Andy’s Truck Hire
B & K Family Transport

PHONE
6548 2646
0404 080 049

Bits N Pizza’s

6548 2088

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd

6543 3600

Bricklayer Block layer

6548 2591

Cassilis Bowling Club

6376 1002

Cassilis Public School

6376 1009

Cle-Roy Contractors

6545 0459

Colles Manufactured
Homes Pty Ltd
Coolah Auto Smash &
Mechanical

NAME

PHONE

NAME

Merriwa Cakes &
Pastries

6548 2851

Merriwa Tyre & Service
Centre

6548 2078

Merriwa Catholic Parish
St Vincent de Paul

6548 2086
6548 3092

Merriwa Vet Clinic

6548 2452

Merriwa VIEW Club

6548 3179

Merriwa Central School
Primary office
Secondary office

6548 2101
6548 2119

Merriwa Youth Centre

6548 2448
6548 2635

NSW Farmers Association

6548 5150

NSW Fire Service

6548 2005

Nutt Earthmoving

6548 2004

Off The Wall Videos

6548 3188

Panorama Motor Inn

4943 3144

Papanui Open Range Eggs

6548 2493

Pep’s Rural Contracting

6548 7288

Pitt Son & Keene Elders

6548 2307

Portable Timber Mill

6547 5129

Merriwa Central School
P&C Association

6548 2119
6548 2653

4353 3606

Merriwa Community
Bank

6377 1192

Merriwa Darts
Competition

6548 8531

Country Education
Foundation

6376 1052

Merriwa District Health
Association

6548 2653

Cowan’s Buses

6547 4416

Merriwa District
Progress Assoc

6548 2948
6376 1165

Craig McPherson Haulage

6548 2663

Cross Country Merriwa

6548 2106

Curls & Swirls

Merriwa Engineering

0427 476 085 PT Pest Control

Merriwa Junior League
& Netball

0447 035 694

6548 2499

Curtis, Gant & Irving

6543 2433

Merriwa Little Athletics

6548 2446

D&L Upholstery

6548 5119
6548 3023

Merriwa Magpies Rugby
League Football Club

6548 2352

Di’s Clothing Patch
El Dorando Motel

6548 2273

Merriwa Newsagency

6548 2031

Festival of the Fleeces

6548 2109

Good Looks Nail & Beauty
Greentree Roger

0408175028
0417 448 169

PHONE

Merriwa Painting &
Decorating

R & M Moore
Rural Services
Rockwell Livestock &
Property Pty Ltd

6548 2071

6548 2992
6548 5100
0427 485 100

Rosto Pty Ltd

9327 5653

Royal Hotel (The)

6548 2235

0409 015 678 Russell’s Earthmoving

Merriwa Petroleum & Ag
Supplies

6548 2444

6548 2246

Rural Fire Service

1800 081 166

Scott Witton Building

0427 761 169

Shearers Quarters (The)

6548 2509

Sporting Shooters Assn

6548 7201

St David’s Uniting Church

6548 5153

St Joseph’s Primary School

6548 2035

Stokes Dr Bronwyn
After Hours

6532 5013
6532 5000

Tash Holden
Communications

6548 5059

Telfer Rural Fencing

6760 8322

6548 2025

Trinity Markets

6548 2323

Merriwa Show

6548 2276

TransCare Hunter Ltd

6545 3113

Merriwa Sports Club
Restaurant

6548 2028
6548 3228

Upper Hunter Landscape
Guardians

6545 1996

Merriwa Surgery
After Hours

6548 2305
6548 2305

Upper Hunter Shire Council
- Merriwa Branch

6548 2109

6548 2082

Merriwa Amateur Swim
Club

6548 8510

Merriwa Taxi Service

Merriwa Anglican Parish

6548 2218

Merriwa Auto Electrical

6548 2114

Gummun Place Hostel

6548 2111

Merriwa Pharmacy

6548 2213

Hanckel Hay Sales

6548 5168

Merriwa Pony Club

6548 8561

Hair Indeed

6548 2666

Merriwa Post Office

6548 2042

Hidden Valley Homestead

6548 8588

6548 2083

Hi-Tech Concrete

6547 2416

Hose n Round

6547 2215

Merriwa Pre-School &
Kindergarten
Association

Hunter Central Rivers
Catchment Authority

6542 4426

Merriwa Race Club

6548 5182

Hunter Mutual

6548 2651

Merriwa RSL Club
Restaurant

6548 2157
6548 2295

IGA— Merriwa

6548 2315

Merriwa Rotary Club

Ironbark Restaurant

6548 2255

Landmark Townsend

6548 2122

M A Macdonald & Co

6548 2226

Merriwa Activity Centre

Merriwa Bit’s & Pizza’s

Merriwa Tennis Club

Merriwa Tourist
Welcoming
Centre
6548 2088RINGER
MERRIWA
Thursday
25

Upper Hunter Weeds
6548 2546
Authority
0427 482 546

6549 3802

Vero, CJ &JM & Sons

6548 2303

Whale, Mark

6548 2389

Woolbrook
Rural
Page
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6548 2150

6548 2679
6548 7201

November 2010

NOVEMBER
Friday 26

 Merriwa Central School P & C Street Stall
 Merriwa Preschool Orientation Day

Saturday 27

 St Joseph’s School Fair
 Anglican Bush Picnic at “Eagles Drift”

Sunday 28

 Merriwa Senior Citizens Christmas Luncheon
 Cassilis Bowling Club Darts Party

DECEMBER
Friday 3

 Mo Crazy Day for Movember
 “The Horizontalists” - The Royal Merriwa

Saturday 4

 Anglican Parish Christmas Party
 Christmas Housie/Bingo - Cassilis Bowling
Club

Wednesday 8

 Cassilis School Presentation Night

Thursday 9

 Merriwa Christmas Street Party
 MAC Christmas Party

Friday 10

 Kids Christmas Party - Cassilis Bowling Club

Saturday 11

 Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party
 Merriwa Pony Club Christmas Party

Tuesday 14

 Merriwa Central School Presentation Night

Wednesday 15

 Last Day of Term 4 for students

Friday 17

 Festival of The Fleeces Street Stall

Saturday 18

 Cassilis Bowling Club Christmas Party

Sunday 19

 Carols in the Park - 7pm

Friday 31

 New Years Eve Party - Cassilis Bowling Club
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