
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday  18 November 2010    Page 1 

Published by: 
MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Bow Street,  Merriwa 2329 
Ph: 6548 2119  Fax: 6548 2534 

Email: merriwa2-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au   Online: www.merriwa-c.schools.nsw.edu.au 

Issue 36Issue 36:   :                 Thursday 18 November 2010 

This weekend from 8pm Friday, Saturday and Sunday 19 – 21 November,  
Merriwa Showground. Ring 2 – 9am Saturday - Hack, Riding, ASH and Sporting events for all age 

groups. Canteen all weekend, catering by Merriwa Central School P&C 
 

Merriwa Campdraft committee proudly support our local schools, many community groups and the 
Westpac Helicopter with donations. This is only possible with the support of local cattle donors and 

business sponsors. Entry for spectators is free – Come and see some of the top horses in the 
country in action 
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DISCLAIMER 

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, 
Merriwa Central School. No responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its 

Committee for the accuracy of information contained in articles. The advertising 
of and use of product names does not constitute recommendations or 

endorsement by the Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers indemnify the 
Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or proceedings 

whatsoever arising from the publication.  

NSW Rural Fire Service 
Liverpool Range Zone 

Upper Hunter, Liverpool Plains & 
Gunnedah Shires 

Phone: 1800 081 166 
Fax: (02) 6747 1489 

 

 

REPORT ALL FIRES ON “000” 
 
 

 

‘Proudly Supporting the Merriwa Ringer’ 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Coming events 
 

November 
 
Week 6 
Friday 19 WALLA Rugby Gala Day 
 
Week 7  
Monday 22 Canberra Excursion - All week 
Friday 26 Year 7/8 Mixed League Tag at 
  Coolah 
 
Week 8 
Monday 29 K-6 Police Safety Visit 
Tuesday 30 Yr 7 Immunisation 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Year 10 students were very excited this week 
heading off on their excursion to Sydney. Free 
from the rigours of the School Certificate 
exams Year 10 students were looking forward 
to exploring the “big smoke”. Thank you to 
Mrs Meyer and Mr Perkins for organising and 
supervising the excursion. 
 
Not to be outdone, students from Year 4, 5 & 
6 will head off to the Nation’s capital next 
week. Mrs McAlister and Miss Pascoe have 
been preparing for the excursion for the past 
six months. Thank you to all parents who 
have supported their fundraising efforts. In 
particular I would like to acknowledge the 
efforts of Wendy Hobday in fundraising 
throughout the year. For my sins I will be 
riding “shotgun” on the Canberra excursion 
and am looking forward to a great week. 
 
University Research Project 
Researchers from the University of Newcastle 
are undertaking a research project into the 
MEGS Program which has been piloted at 
Merriwa Central School. In the next few days 
parents of students in Years 7 & 8 will receive 
information in the post about the research. 
The aim of the research is to quantify the 
success or otherwise of the program. I 
encourage all parents to participate in the 
focus groups and provide feedback on the 
program. 
 
School Photographs 
School photographs were distributed last week 
and I’m sure parents were very pleased with 
the quality of the photographs. Group 
photographs can be viewed at the primary 
and secondary offices. Parents wishing to 
purchase group photographs will need to 
place orders by Friday 26 November. 
 
At last months P&C meeting I was asked to 
investigate the possibility of holding school 
photographs earlier in the school year. After 
some negotiation with Master School Portraits 
I have been able to secure Tuesday 8 
February 2011 as the date for next year’s 
school photographs. 

New Appointment 
I have reported previously the shortage of 
specialist secondary teachers across the State. 
For some months we have experienced 
difficulty filling the vacant agriculture teacher 
position. It is with a sigh of relief that I can 
confirm the appointment of Lois Harrison to the 
position. Lois will take up the position from the 
start of 2011, and joins us from Blayney High 
School. We look forward to Lois joining the 
secondary team and Merriwa community. 
 
Coolah Selection Panel 
I have been asked by Michael Cronk, the 
School Education Director for Dubbo to sit on a 
selection panel for Coolah Central School. The 
panel will meet to select Coolah Central 
School’s new principal. I look forward to the 
opportunity to work with the Coolah staff and 
parent representative in the merit selection 
process. 
 
 

Darren Noonan 
Principal 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 18 November 2010    Page 4 

Primary News 
MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

MEMORIES OF 3/4 
 

This is what they have learnt and enjoyed most 
this year. 
 

I enjoyed cooking this year.  We made 
cupcakes, pizza and sushi at the secondary 
campus with Mrs Brennand.        Blake Smith 

This year we have learnt about British 
Colonisation and the First Fleet. All of the Year 
4’s now have their pen licence. I have enjoyed 
everything that we have done this term. 

 Jazzmine Orton 

My favourite thing was learning about fractions. 
Benjamin Keane 

This year I have learnt many things about 
Aboriginal people and the First Fleet coming to 
Australia. I have enjoyed learning about the 
boat called the Burning Fish in library time. 

 Emily Towell 
This year I have learnt many things. Firstly I 
learnt how to write neatly in cursive writing so I 
could get a pen licence. Secondly I have learnt 
about Australia, the First Fleet and Captain 
Cook. Lastly we have learnt about fractions in 
maths. What I enjoyed the most this year is our 
sport. We get to do eight different activities 
each week.    Shai Blackadder 

I have learnt many things this year. First of all I 
have learnt about British Colonisation. Then we 
learnt about salinity and plants. The last thing 
we learnt about was how our body works. The 
thing I enjoyed the most was when we went up 
to secondary to cook. My next favourite thing 
was swimming. In Mathematics we get to do 
lots of fun activities.     Teianna Taylor 

This year we have been learning about British 
Colonisation, also we have been learning about 
what happens when salt is put into water when 
we water our plants. The best thing is science 
because we learn about things we don’t know. 

 Thomas Neale 

This year I learnt about fractions and after that 
we learnt about decimals. We have also learnt 
about British Colonisation. My favourite thing 
was cooking at secondary. It was awesome, we 
made cupcakes.  

Victoria McNaught 

This year I have learnt a lot of things. First of all 
I learnt how the First Fleet started. After that I 
learnt about how the Aborigine’s lived and last 

of all how our body works. The thing I enjoyed 
most was playing with my friends. I also 
enjoyed cooking. I also liked doing swimming.  

Maddilyn Blackadder 

This year I learnt about handwriting, times 
tables, plus and take away. The thing I enjoyed 
most this year was doing origami, making 
planes and birds out of paper.  

Christopher Keeley 

This year I have learnt about British 
Colonisation and the First Fleet. Secondly we 
have learnt if salt kills plants or helps them 
grow. Lastly I learnt about Captain James Cook. 
My favourite thing this Term is sport every 
Wednesday at 10.00am.     Elaina Sormaz 

Firstly this year I have learnt about how plants 
grow and what they need to grow. I have also 
learnt about fractions and decimals and British 
Colonisation. My favourite thing was watering 
our plants.          Alana Smith 

I have learnt this year about how to grow 
plants and about Aboriginal People. My 
favourite thing this year was the paper plane 
day, but my favourite thing of all was cooking. 

 Lachlan Walker 

This year I learnt about Captain James Cook 
and the First Fleet. I also learnt about how the 
Aboriginal’s lived before British Colonisation as 
well as salinity in the dirt. This year my 
favourite thing was cooking up at the 
Secondary Campus. I also enjoyed doing sport 
on a Wednesday.                Paige McConnell 
This year I have learnt about British 
Colonisation and how white people took over 
the land. We also looked at if your plant would 
survive or die if watered with salty water. My 
favourite thing was the planting because you 
can take it home and plant it and grow it to see 
what it is.         Sharri Speed 

I have learnt about growing plants. In maths I 
learnt about mentals and problem solving. 
What I enjoyed the most this year was maths. 

 Sarah-Jayne Whitby  
This year I learnt about how Aboriginals lived 
and British Colonisation. I have also learnt 
about salinity and plants. The thing I enjoyed 
doing the most is ‘Auction Day’ in class on 
Fridays.         Malory Folpp 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

MMM NEWS 
 

On Friday 12 November Merriwa Movie Mania 
held their Annual General Meeting.  A new 
committee was elected for 2011 and I would 
like to congratulate the following students 
upon their election. 
 

President  Zoe Nairne 
Secretary  Katie Cowan 
Treasurer  Cassandra Sutton 
Technical Support  Jordan Nutt 
SRC Liaison   Grace Halsted 
 

The MMM committee would like to apologise 
for the absence of movies this term but we 
have had problems with our equipment and 
hopefully it will be rectified in time to hold 
another movie before the end of term. 
 

Below is a photo of the new committee 

J Hegarty 
Public Officer 

COLES SPORTS PROMOTION 
 

I would like to thank all of those parents, 
students and people of the community who 
collected the Coles vouchers for our Merriwa 
Central Schools Sports Promotion. We ended 
up with a total of 3620 vouchers overall. 
These vouchers will allow both the secondary 
and primary campus’ to choose a certain 
amount of sporting gear to benefit  our 
students. The vouchers have been handed 
into a Coles store and we will be receiving 
equipment soon.  Thankyou for supporting 
our school once again. 
 

Alexis Moore 
Sports organiser 

TREAT DAY 
 

Yr 4/5/6 would like to thank all the children 
and staff at Merriwa Central that supported 
our final  fundraising effort last week. The 
Treat Day was a huge success with many 
smiling faces dripping with ice-cream.  
 

This day would not have happened without 
Wendy Hobday’s organisation. We cannot 
thank you enough for all the time and effort 
you have put in over the year with your 
endless fundraising. Also on the day we 
thank: Robin Jacobson, Kate Blackadder, Sally 
Hagley, Kelly Andrews, Jessica Doble and  
Margo Boland. Huge thanks to IGA Merriwa 
for donating the ice-cream cones. This was a 
very generous donation to our school 
community. Thank you also to Shaen Morgan 
for her donation of ice-cream. This was also 
hugely appreciated. 
 

Yr 4/5/6 head off next week to Canberra and 
we are all very excited about the trip. We will 
let you know how it all goes when we return. 
 

Yr 4/5/6 Children 

This year I have learnt about spelling. Maths 
and spelling are my favourite subjects. I 
enjoyed maths and fractions and percentages 
as well as money and spelling.        Tarah Cox 

I’ve learnt about art, cooking and maths but my 
favourite is maths. I liked eating the cakes that 
we made. I like doing art because I like  
painting stuff.         Benjamin Nebauer 

First of all I have learnt about British 
Colonisation. Secondly I learnt about how 
plants grow with salt added to the water. My 
favourite day of the week is Wednesday 
because on Wednesday we have sport at 
10.00am.       Jack McAlister 

This year I have enjoyed watching the children 
get excited and passionate about topics we 
have learnt in class. They have worked hard 
and we are all looking forward to fun events 
and festivities that are planned for later in the 
term.   

Miss Michelle Willis  
(Teacher) 



MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 18 November 2010    Page 6 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

MEGS TRIP 
 

On Monday 8 November, Year 8 and 9 
students from Merriwa Central School took off 
for yet another MEGS trip. This time we 
explored the RAAF base in Williamtown, 
‘Fighter World’ and the Defence Force 
Recruitment office in Newcastle.  The Defence 
Force is a very popular career possibility for 
our students, so this visit was very worthwhile 
for both students and their mentors. The 
students were able to ask questions at the 
recruitment office and find out inside stories 
about the career paths of people from the 
Navy, the Army and the Airforce.   
 

We received a tour of the RAAF base, so we 
were able to see what happens ‘behind the 
scenes’.  The students enjoyed seeing the 
‘Hornets’ take off, while exploring the very 
interesting Fighter World. 
 

The visit was a great success. It allowed 
students to gain a better understanding of the 
Defence Force and the paths they need to 
follow to become a part of such an awesome 
career.  The students at Merriwa Central 
School are very appreciative of the chances 
they have received with the MEGS program.  
These trips really do allow the students and 
mentors to know that student’s career goals 
are achievable. 
 

Thankyou to all of the parents and caregivers 
who accompanied us on this day. It’s always 
great to receive such excellent support in the 
guidance of our students and their career 
aspirations. 
 

Mr March (Year 9 Year Advisor) 
Miss Moore (Year 8 Year Advisor) 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

ROAR Athlete Profile 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

Name:     Jey Rawlinson  
Year Group:    12 
Favourite Subject:   Metal 
Favourite sport:   Rugby League 
Favourite team:   Dragons 
Favourite player:   Darius Boyd 
Best personal sporting achievement: Scoring a try at Dubbo Sevens 
Advice to young players:  Don’t back down 

Name:     Cody Marshall-Parker 
Year Group:    8 
Favourite Subject:   English 
Favourite pastime:   Listening to music 
Dream Career:    PDHPE Teacher 
Best school experience:  Star Struck 
Best personal achievement:  Merit awards 
Advice on how to stay Confident: Keep your head high 
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Attention Sponsors! 
 

We would like to feature some new regular 
columns on the following topics: 

Cooking  Handyman Tips/Tricks 
Pets/Livestock               Craft 

If you would be interested in submitting columns 
on one of these topics on a  

regular basis we would like to hear from you! 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

SRC 2010 - 2011 
 
On 2 November, Merriwa Central School held 
their annual SRC planning day. The meeting 
involved evaluating our SRC and the members 
within it. The day started with some ice 
breakers where we got to know our new 
members. After our ice breakers we looked at 
the overview and school vision. We were joined 
by Mr Noonan to discuss the SRC and school 
visions. 
 
After the school vision we looked over the SRC 
constitution, roles and responsibilities. After that 
we conducted our election for president and 
vice president of the SRC and also secretary 
and treasurer. 
 
 SRC President/School Captain for 2011 is 

Grace Halsted. 
 SRC Vice President/ Vice School Captain is 

Zoe Nairne 
 Secretary is Megan Wightman 
 Treasurer is Jade McConnell 
 Drink Machine duties are Brianna 

McLoughlin and Dylan Kiely 
 Disco Organisers are Paige Hayden and 

Patrick Gilbey 
 Fundraising organisers are Elizabeth 

Hagley and Zoi Russell 
 Cinema Organisers are Liam Cronin and 

Michael Gilbey 
 
After all the jobs where delegated we then had 
a break for recess, we then went through our 
SRC school surveys and discussed how we can 
improve the school. After the surveys we 

addressed our goals, long and short term, for 
2011. 
 
Our Short term goals are: 
 More Trivia nights 
 Missions day (Activities at the end of year) 
 Interactive whiteboard debating and 

interacting with other schools 
 Whole school activities 
 
Long Term Goals are: 
 Catering at major events eg the show 
 Girls ROAR/Oz Tag 
 Improved respect towards teachers and 

staff 
 Improved spelling and grammar within 

the school 
 
Charities we aim to support: 
 Rescue helicopter 
 Jeans for Genes 
 Tatts and Tiaras 
 Geoffrey - our sponsor child 
 Biggest Morning Tea 
 
We then had a break for lunch which was 
supplied by Mrs Meyer (Thankyou, it was 
lovely!). When we returned from lunch we 
discussed when we would hold our out of 
uniform days which will raise funds for Geoffrey 
and placed them on the calendar for next year. 
We finished the day with some more ice 
breakers which were enjoyed by all. 
 
I would like to thank all SRC members and Mrs 
Meyer for making the day run smoothly. 
 
Thank you 
 

Zoe Nairne 
SRC Vice President 

School Vice President 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

BUZZ MERIWA RIVER 

MYRiveR Hunter 2010 
Year 9 Geography recently participated in the 
MyHunter River project run by Ozgreen. 
OzGREEN is an independent, not for profit 
organisation established in 1992. OzGREEN 
conducts environmental education and 
leadership programs in rural and urban 
Australia and internationally in India, Papua 
New Guinea, East Timor and Pakistan. This 
program involves engaging, equipping and 
enabling young people and their communities 
to care for our rivers, our land and our future. 
MYRiveR is OzGREEN’s environmental 
education and engagement program that 
harnesses youth passion, intelligence and 
commitment to build sustainable ways of 
living, working and playing. 
 
On Wednesday 2 November 2010 Year 9 
spent the day at Merriwa River testing the 
water at Jack’s Crossing and the Old Merriwa 
Pool site. We tested water temperature, 
turbidity, faecal coliform count (level of poo!), 
acidity, salinity, phosphate levels and the 
habitat around the river. Our results at Jack’s 
Crossing and the Old Pool site indicate that 
Merriwa River has high turbidity and 
phosphorus levels and is very low in oxygen. 
A big concern was the high faecal coliform 
count indicating that the Merriwa River is not 
a healthy place to swim or boat in. The 
habitat around the river is also degraded with 
limited natural habitat. 

Tuesday 9 November six students (Zoi Russell, 
Angela Burge, and Ashley Gibbons, Amy 
Nicholls and Patrick Gilbey- unfortunately 
Michael Gilbey was unwell and could not come) 
went to Muswellbrook to participate in the 
second day of the MyHunterRiver Congress. 
Students from Singleton and Muswellbrook High 
Schools, King St Public School Singleton and 
Aberdeen Primary School also participated in 
the congress. During the day we discussed the 
issues and concerns the Hunter River 
Catchment faces and came up with a strategy 
and action plan to address these issues and 
concerns. After analysing the water testing 
results of Merriwa River we were concerned 
with the overall health of the river and felt that 
raising public awareness was necessary. We are 
calling our project “Buzz Merriwa River”. We 
then developed an action plan to accomplish 
this. Our action plan includes articles in the 
Merriwa Ringer, meeting with Merriwa Landcare 
and Upper Hunter Shire Council.  
 
We now need to implement our action plan! So 
watch this space for more news and 
information on Buzz Merriwa River.  

  

  
 

Buzz Merriwa River Committee 
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YEAR 7 2011 TRANSITION – THE TRILOGY 
 

As a change of pace last Tuesday our soon to 
be Year 7 students from Merriwa, Cassilis, 
Sandy Hollow and St Josephs returned to the 
Secondary campus for the final school day of 
their transition program with myself and Mrs 
McAlister. 
 

We started the day by getting our hands dirty 
at the Ag plot with Mrs Harding who took us 
through the facilities and the students were 
able to gather some scented souvenirs to take 
home in their bags.  That hard labour was 
followed by a visit to the Food Lab to see Ms 
Brennand. 
 

When we arrived ready to create some culinary 
masterpieces to quell our growing hunger we 
discovered that we would be making apple 
pockets.  Following Ms Brennand’s careful 
instructions we all pitched in and combined 
pastry, apple, sugar and cinnamon to create 
gastronomical delights worthy of ample praise. 
After recess we visited Mr Martyn in the 
Woodwork room and learnt to make simple 
carpentry joints using wood, the sander, the 
drill and screws.  It was a mighty effort for 
everyone in the group to have time with the 
tools and produce a quality joint. 
 

Next we migrated to Room 2 for word games 
with Mr March and everyone had a ball.  We 
made up poems and delivered impromptu 
speeches in a very competitive atmosphere. 
 

After lunch we spent time with Mr Phillips in 
Maths and learnt about platonic shapes 
including tetrahedrons.  We had to build a 
variety of prisms using the shapes provided and 
everybody received a certificate for their 
efforts. 
 
Finally we spent the remainder of the day with 
Mrs Dorney in the library where we learnt about 
where things are in the library, what is 
expected of us in assignments and finished with 
some free time on the computers.  It was 
another fantastic day! 
 
Today we are on our way to the University of 
New England at Armidale and looking to expand 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 
ROAR REPORT 

 
Mo Crazy Day!  
As part of our ongoing ROAR support for 
Movember we will be holding an out of uniform 
day on Friday December 3.  Students are 
encouraged to make a gold coin donation to 
contribute to the cause.  Best fake Mo on the 
day will be awarded with a coveted sash.  We 
have one Man of Movember sash and one for 
Miss Movember.  So start thinking, get creative 
and support a great cause on December 3! 
 
If you would like to support our efforts by 
making a donation you can either: 
* V i s i t  h t t p : / / a u . m o v e m b e r . c o m /
mospace/666352/ and donate online using your 
c red i t  c a rd  o r  PayPa l  a ccoun t . 
*Write a cheque payable to Movember 
Foundation, referencing the registration 
number 666352 and mailing it to: Movember 
Foundation, PO Box 292, Prahran, VIC, 3181. 
*or Make a donation at the front office. 
 
Upper Hunter Small Schools Rugby Festival 
On Friday November 19 we will be hosting the 
Upper Hunter Small Schools Rugby Festival for 
students in years 3-6.  Competitors are coming 
from Casillis and Sandy Hollow to take on the 
might of our Merriwa Central teams.  On the 
day ROAR will help coordinate and run the day 
with the Australian Rugby Union. 
 
The Festival is designed to give both boys and 
girls in Stages 2 and 3 a taste of Rugby Union 
in a positive and fun environment.  The game 
of Rugby is built on core values of Team Work, 
Fair Play and Enjoyment, and we hope that the 
day will give all students the opportunity to 
experience those values while being active and 
learning about a new game. 
 
I would also like to say a huge thank you to 
those wonderful parents who will be supporting 
us on the day by running the canteen! Come 
on down to the No 1 Sports Ground this Friday 
and show your support. 

 
Adam Johnston 

http://au.movember.com/mospace/666352/�
http://au.movember.com/mospace/666352/�
http://au.movember.com/mospace/666352/�
http://au.movember.com/mospace/666352/�
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL  
P & C 

 

Meets the first Wednesday of each month at  
7-00pm in the Merriwa RSL Club 

CHRISTMAS 
RAFFLE 2010 
 

The students will be bringing home a raffle 
book of 5 tickets per child today to sell to 
parents and friends. We understand that not 
everyone can help out with fundraising 
events due to work and family commitments 
so this will allow parents to help out as well. 
 

Any tickets that are 
not sold need to be 
returned, as they are 
assigned to each 
child and all need to 
be accounted for.  
 

If you require more 
tickets the office has 
spare tickets that can 
be assigned to you. We 
are asking for them to 
be returned to the 
office by 13 December 
and the raffle will be 
drawn on 20 December 2010. 

 
 
Happy selling and Merry 
Christmas 
 
 

Your Friendly 
Fundraising 
Committee 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

our horizons.  Thank you to all who have 
contributed to making this transition program 
so enjoyable! 
 

Adam Johnston 
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Digital Storytelling 
Congratulations to each and every one of our 
students for their excellent efforts in the 
Digital Storytelling training, and their superb 
results.  Miss Martin (the CAP Consultant) was 
extremely impressed with each student’s 
efforts, and their results.  She has asked that 
we allow her to include them on the CAP 
website.  There are a couple of little glitches 
which surfaced because of the program used 
which we will endeavour to rectify this week, 
then the finished products will be loaded on 
to a DVD and sent to Leah.  
 

Thank you to each of the parents who were 
able to join us on Tuesday afternoon to listen 
to Leah talk about CAP, and show us some of 
the students’ efforts.  We will be showing the 
completed stories at Presentation Night for all 
to view. 
 

Thank you to all the parents who assisted in 
providing photos, also, as this made the 
production of the stories so much easier.  We 
do appreciate your assistance and 
involvement. 
 

Miss Hodgson 
What a wonderful farewell to Miss Hodgson 
on Friday to celebrate the time she has 
worked with us all over the last ten school 
weeks. Thank you to all parents for providing 
so much food, and so varied. There was 
sufficient for Morning Tea plus Lunch, and 
nobody was at all hungry by the finish. 
 

Katrina has been quite an asset to our school, 
and has been of valuable assistance to our 
students and their learning. There is a photo 
in the gallery of Miss Hodgson with her gifts 
presented to her by Mrs Leman. 
 

We have been approved to have more 
teacher time for our classrooms due to our 
increased numbers, so I have invited Miss 
Hodgson, who is now approved to be a 
Casual Teacher, to work for the school for 
five days a fortnight for the rest of the year.  
Congratulations Katrina on your approval, and 
welcome to our school as a paid teacher. 
 
Nitbusters/Crazy Hair 
On Friday afternoon we held our latest 
Nitbusters session at school.  Thank you to all 

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

the families supporting this very important 
activity. Nearly all families are now supporting 
this great program, and it would be wonderful 
to have all families involved if possible so as to 
assist in eliminating the problem. 
 

Although we did not get a photo opportunity, I 
am certain the parents collecting their children 
after school on Friday thoroughly enjoyed the 
colours and styles of hair which came out of 
this session.  Thank you also to Mrs Nairne and 
Mrs Cornish for running the program!   
 

Active After Schools Program 
Our Active After Schools Program at the Cassilis 
Tennis Courts is going extremely well.  It is 
very heartening to see all the students so keen 
and involved and all are having such a 
wonderful time. Thank you to Loretta Cooper 
who is leading our Tennis coaching. We really 
appreciate your assistance Loretta. The 
children have been having a tremendous time. 
Thank you to Mrs Gant and her band of willing 
helpers who kindly cleared the second court for 
us. I understand that a net winder will be 
available for use on this court very shortly. 
Loretta is intending having the senior students 
have separate practise on the other court as 
they have shown themselves competent in the 
skills she has been working with them on. This 
will give all students more time actively 
participating, and more opportunity for Loretta 
to assist the younger students on these basic 
skills. 
 

Swimming 
Swimming Lessons are taking place this week 
until Friday. We will leave school each day at 
midday, have our lessons from 1:00 pm till 
2:00 pm and return to school by the end of 
school time. Travel will be by a 25 seater bus.  
To fit our daily school routine in with the 
timings needed for swimming, there will be no 
Crunch and Sip this week. 
 

Recess will be from 10:20 till 10:40 daily, and 
lunch will commence at 11:40 so that we can 
finish eating in time to collect our gear and 
board the bus at 12 noon. 
 
CWA Cookie Ingredients 
Thank you to those parents who have already 
sent in the ingredients as per last week’s note 
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to resupply the CWA members for their 
ingredients used to produce the great cookies 
made available for our Sports Workshop. This 
has been very much appreciated. If anyone has 
not yet been able to send theirs in, could you 
please do so by Wednesday this week. 
 

Library 
Due to Swimming lessons this week we will not 
have a Library lessons. Please remember to 
bring your Library books in Wednesday next 
week 
 

2011 Captains 
We have asked all Year 5 students to prepare a 
speech in support of students voting for them 
for Captain for next year. As one family will be 
away after this week until Presentation Week, 
these speeches will be given this Wednesday. 
Voting will then occur so that we can have the 
results ready to announce at Presentation 
Night. 
 

It has been decided to have the following 
positions for 2011: 
School Captain 
School Vice Captain 
School Sports Captain 
School Sports Vice Captain 
 

Kinder Transition – Term 4 2010 
Please remember that the Transition session 
this week will be Wednesday from 9:30 till 
11:30 because of Swimming. This session will 
include Morning Tea, so please pack some for 
your child. 
 

Thank you again to parents for bringing their 
children into these sessions.  These sessions 
allow the children to get to know their new 
school, teachers and classmates for next year. 
 

Year 7 Orientation 

On Thursday 18 November, the next 
Orientation for our Year 6 students who will be 
attending Merriwa Central School in 2011, the 
students and families will be travelling to 
Armidale visit the University of New England. 
 

Raffles 
Raffles were drawn on Friday. 
In the Big Room the winners for the Good 
Worker Award (as there was no homework this 

week) were Abbey Haydon and Taine Nash. 
Congratulations to each of you for your great 
efforts. 
 

Presentation Night 
Presentation Night this year will be held on 
Wednesday 8 December at the Cassilis 
Community Hall, starting at 6pm. This year 
supper will occur as an intermission during the 
night, allowing the students to have something 
to eat before it gets too late, and to change in 
readiness for their performance while the adults 
are finishing off their supper. 
 

We have organised training for our students in 
something a little different again this year for 
their performance on the night.  We look 
forward to the night and the students’ 
performance. 
 
End of Year 
The last day for students to attend school this 
year is Wednesday 15 December. We will hold 
our Student Christmas Party on Monday 13. 
Reports will be ready to send home early in the 
last week, hopefully Monday 13. Please 
remember that we do not have interviews with 
these reports. If you wish to speak with Mrs 
Leman and I about your child(ren), please 
contact us for an appointment as we are quite 
happy to discuss their progress at any time.  
 

K-2 News 
 

Spelling 
This week Kinder will be revising the letter ‘Uu’.  
Year 1 and Year 2 will be looking at the ‘ir’ 
sound.  Year 1 and Year 2 Tricky words are ‘of’ 
and ‘eight’.  
 

Homework 
This week there will be homework for the K-2 
children.  It will return to normal with Year 1 
and 2 children having to complete 3 activities a 
night to receive their sticker on their chart.  
Kinder children have to complete 1 page per 
night and do their reading to receive their 
sticker each night. 
 

Writing 
Over the last couple of weeks the children have 
been looking at the story ‘The Ugly Duckling’.  
As a class we have re-told the beginning of the 
story and all children have completed the 

CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

middle and end sections themselves.  We have 
edited them, typed them on the computer and 
are up to illustrating each page of our story.  
We look forward to the final product! 
 
Digital Story Telling 
What a wonderful job you all did with your 
Digital Story Telling workshop last week.  
Everyone worked so well which is evident in the 
movies that were completed.  You should all be 
very proud of the results.  We look forward to 
showing your creations at our Presentation 
night. 
 
Awards 
This week we drew 2 good behaviour awards 
and these went to Shianne Mason and Brady 
Narine.  This is a wonderful effort, keep up the 
great work! 
 
Hope you have a great week.  Take care. 
 

Liz Leman 
K-2 Teacher 

School Calendar 
November 18  Swimming 1-2pm 
   Yr 7 Orientation at  
   Merriwa Central School 
November 19   Swimming 1-2pm 
 
 
Photo Gallery 

 
Miss Hodgson with 
Card and Gifts 

 
 
Working on 
our stories! 
 

Kiera & Miss Martin 
editing 
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ST JOSEPH’S  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Last week we celebrated Remembrance Day. 
Our school leaders were joined by the 
secondary leaders and primary leaders from 
the Central School at the Cenotaph along with 
various community representatives to 
commemorate the end of war and to honour 
all those who fought for our freedom. Hamish 
and Jacob placed a beautiful wreath while 
Jack and Georgia recited a poem.  

Meanwhile back at school we held a whole 
school ceremony for Remembrance Day. This 
was organised by Miss Thomas and the Year 5 
and 6 children. It was very meaningful. It is 
very good for us to remember the sacrifices 
others have made so that we can live such a 
comfortable life now. 
 
The students enjoyed a Pupil free day last 
Wednesday while their teachers travelled to 
Muswellbrook to participate in professional 
development in Literacy teaching. The PD was 
delivered by Mr Stephen Graham who is very 
well known around Australia for his work on 

the explicit teaching of Reading, Writing and 
Comprehension. The teachers have learned 
more skills to bring back to the classroom as we 
continue to try to be the best teachers we can 
be so that your children have an excellent 
learning opportunity. 
 
Tomorrow the children will enjoy a pupil free 
day again as the teachers continue on their 
learning journey. 
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Community Service is always high on our 
agenda at St Joseph’s. Last week the children 
had a fantastic time helping to do some 
landscape gardening for Sisters Mary and 
Brigid. The children carted and laid pebbles 
around the rose garden at the front of the 
convent. There was much laughter, hard work 
and cooperative learning going on. The job was 
completed much quicker than expected proving 
the old adage that “many hands make light 
work”. 
 
The School-Family Fun Fair is a little over one 
week away. Please remember to keep the day 
and night free for this great event and invite all 
your friends and neighbours. We hope this will 
be a great community day where the whole 
town can come together and enjoy a social 
gathering. 
 
Come along on Saturday and try your hand at 
the silent auction.  There are lots of great 
bargains to be had and terrific Christmas ideas. 
At a silent auction you view all the items and 
simply write your bid on the bidding form with 
the item. At the close of auction the person with 
the highest bid pays for and takes the item. The 

items on show for the auction will be outlined in 
next week’s Ringer. 
 
Awards 
 
Congratulations to our award winners of last 
week: 
 
K/1 
Camdyn Constable for great improvement in 
writing spelling words. 
 
Emily Ninness for great independent work in 
reading groups. 
 
2/3/4 
Ty Riley for his excellent work in Reading 
activities 
 
Hannah Riley for her positive attitude to all 
classroom activities. 
 
Adam Constable for working well in Creative 
Arts. 
 
5/6 
Gabby Rae-Gordon for a wonderful effort 
reading aloud during 5/6 liturgy. 
 
Bailey McNaught for always offering to help and 
being a positive class member. 
 
Isabelle Burge for always making an effort to do 
the right thing. 
 

Helen Whale 
Principal 

ST JOSEPH’S  PRIMARY SCHOOL 
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ST JOSEPH’S  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

St Joseph’s School Family Fun Filled Fair 
….only 9 days to go !!! 
  
When : Saturday 27 November, starting at 
3.00 pm 
Where: St Joseph’s Merriwa 
  
A special guest will be attending our Fair, the 
man in red. Yes. Santa will be taking time out 
of his busy schedule to come and help us 
celebrate our Family Fun Fair. He has 
suggested that we could have our photos 
taken with him for a small price. This will be a 
great opportunity to get your Santa photos to 
send to the relatives. 
  
We are holding a major raffle which contains 
a BBQ and outdoor setting kindly donated by 
Merriwa Hardware for 1st prize, Dinner for 4 at 
Hidden Valley Homestead for 2nd prize and 
Lunch for two at Hidden Valley Homestead 3rd 
prize both 2nd and 3rd kindly donated by 
Hidden Valley Homestead. Tickets  are selling 
at $2.00 each  and are available at Max’s 
Country Cuts, Hair Indeed and Merriwa 
Hardware. 
  
Some events that will be held are Pony rides, 
Ironman challenge, yabby races, lucky dips, 
coin toss, sponge throw and much more. 
There will be a cake stall, freshly made 
pancakes with ice cream, slushies and a lot 
more. 
  
After a day of family fun, stay on to relax and 
enjoy the bush dance that will be held on the 
school grounds. Music will be provided by  
 

Reflection of Yester-years.    
Tickets are $5. 00 per person or $15.00 per 
family. There will be a lucky door prize at the 
bush dance. 
  
Thank you to the following for their generosity 
and donations: 
Merriwa Hardware 
Hidden Valley Homestead 
Max’s Country Cuts 
Alexandra Downs 
Robert’s Meats 
James Estate  
Merriwa Pharmacy 
Lindemans 
Merriwa RSL Club 
Merriwa Sports Club 
Sydney Observatory 
Margaret Witney 
Megan & Josh Towel 
Heidi & Murray Grady 
Megan & Roger Moore 
Tracy Boyle 
CDF Catholic Development 
Community Mutual 
Precious Pieces 
Merriwa Tyre Service 
Scone Woolworths 
Tanya Ninness 
Australia Reptile Park 
Brooke Constable 
Bob & Helen Twaddle 
  
Anyone I have missed I apologise. 
  
So bring your family and friends and enjoy a 
family fun full day. 
  

Yvonne McNaught 
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 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 
 

Orientation Day For Merriwa Pre-school 
 
Have you received a letter in the mail inviting 
you to our Orientation Day on Friday 26 
November?  
 
If so, we ask  you to please phone the Pre-
school no later than Friday 12 November to 
let us know of your attendance.  If you would 
just like further information, please give us a 
call.  6548 2083 
 
Do you have Friday 26 November marked on 
your calendar?  
 
It’s Merriwa Pre-school Orientation Day for all 
our new little Pre-schoolers and their parents. 
 
On Friday 26 November we would like to 
welcome you and your child to our Orientation 
Day. This is a morning where children who 
are enrolled for 2011 (they will have already 
received a letter in the mail) and their 
parents/ carers are invited along to Pre-school 
at 9.30am. 
 
A quick checklist of what you’ll need to bring 
along on the day: 
 
 Your completed enrolment form (please 

drop in prior to the day to pick up 
another if you have misplaced yours.) 

 
 Your child’s blue book with up to date 

immunizations. 
 

 Your current health care card and 
completed affordability form. 

 
 An individual photograph of your child for 

their portfolio. 
 
 A photograph of your child’s Dad or 

Grandpa or other significant male figure 
for our display. We aim to make Dads 
feel just as welcome as Mums. 

 
 A small donation eg serviettes, tissues, 

baby wipes, envelopes. 
 
 Your child’ original birth certificate. 
 
 Your current driver’s license. 
 
 Annual Enrolment Fee of $90 (part of this 

will be refundable with Parent Reward 
Points which be explained on Orientation 
Day.) 

 
 The day will start at 9.30am and we will 

provide a small morning tea for you. We 
hope to be finished around 11.30am. We 
will provide a light morning tea. Activities 
will be provided for children. 

 
Jill Martyn 
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE 
After School and Vacation Care 
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds 

Last Monday we received a surprise phone 
call from former MAC girl, Jacqueline. She was 
full of excitement as she described her new 
school and surroundings. The new school has 
800 students and she has already made 
friends with some of them. Jacqueline will be 
learning the guitar next year.  The family has 
also visited the beach. It is lovely to know 
that the Chilcott family is still thinking of us. 
 
As you can see by our photo of the week, we 
have been lucky enough to have mango for 
afternoon tea thanks to great specials at IGA. 
They have proven to be very popular with all 
but two of our children. We do try and vary 
the fruit which is served and this time of the 
year makes it a little easier.  
 
Christmas Party 
We have chosen Thursday 9 December as our 
party day. We will have limited places so 
please give us a call if you want to book your 
child in for the afternoon. 
 
Pupil Free Days 
Some eager parents are planning well in 
advance and have asked if MAC will be open 
on the two pupil free days at the end of the 
year. Yes, we will be open on Thursday 16 
and Friday 17 December. We will be treating 
these days as per vacation care guidelines – 
open from 8.30am (8.15 by prior 
arrangement) until 6pm. We know it might 
seem ages away but from past experience we 
know how quickly the term passes by so it is 
not too early to book your children in for one 
or both of these days. Weather permitting, we 
will be visiting the swimming pool on both 
days. 
 
The centre will then be closed from Monday 
20 December until Tuesday 4 January 2011.   
 
What is on at MAC next week? 
Fruit is served at every afternoon tea. 
 

Christmas Craft All Week 
Monday – Outside Play/Saos with cheese/
spreads 
Tuesday- Games/Mini quiche 
Wednesday- Make Jelly/Fairy Bread 
Thursday- Music Games/Jelly cups and fruit 
 Friday- Walk to Library/Ice Cream Cones 
 
MAC Photo of the Week 

Activity Centre CRN (Afterschool Care) is 
55501702K and Vacation Care is 55501408J. 
There is also the potential for working mothers 
to receive up to 50% of the fees outlaid back in 
their tax returns. 
 
Did you know your child can attend MAC for as 
little as $3 per session? Contact Centrelink to 
find out your child care benefit (CCB). 
 

See you next week. 
 

Jill, Julie and Staff 

Nikki’s look of pure bliss says a lot about her 
love of mango! 
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ANGLICAN NEWS 
 
Rain 
For several years we have been praying for 
rain to renew, revitalize and restore our land 
and our spirits.  We thank God that he has 
given us this magnificent season and the 
beauty of creation which surrounds us. 
   
Visit to Merriwa by Brother Joseph 
Brother Joseph from the Franciscan 
Monastery at Stroud will visit Merriwa on 
Saturday 27 and Sunday 28 November to 
speak to the Men’s Breakfast and then at the 
Sunday services.  From a challenging past, as 
an ex-serviceman and lover of motor-bikes, 
Br Joseph has been called to be a Franciscan 
Friar (monk).  He looks forward to being with 
us and telling our parish his story. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
The next Men’s Breakfast will be held at the 
Parish Hall on Saturday 27 November 
commencing at 7.30am.  Br Joseph will be 
the Guest Speaker.  All men are invited to 
come along and enjoy his company, a 
delicious breakfast and fellowship. 
 
Bush Picnic and Eucharist 
On Saturday 27 November there is to be a 
Bush Picnic and Eucharist at Ted and Jenny 
Finnie’s property “Eagles’ Drift” especially for 
the new confirmees and anyone else who 
may wish to attend.  Fr Michael Davies will 
give the address and Br Joseph will also be 
there.  Please bring a plate of food to share 
for lunch and soft drinks.  If you would like a 
lift or directions, please contact Rev’d Mandy, 
65482218. 
 
Parish Christmas Party 
Please save the date of Saturday 4 December 
for the service of 9 Lessons & Carols at 
6.00pm followed by the Parish Christmas 

Party.  The Guild will provide a ham if everyone 
could please bring a plate of either other meat, 
salad or a sweet.  Please bring your own drinks.  
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Used Stamps for Missions 
It is planned to send a parcel of used stamps to 
ABM (Australian Board of Missions) within the 
next few weeks.  If you have been kindly saving 
your used stamps, please leave them at the 
church or contact Jean Keeping, 654822492 and 
they can be collected.  Thanks to everyone who 
is helping. 
 
Parish Council Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council and the 
Ministry Team will be held after church on 
Sunday 21 November. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
November 27  Men’s Breakfast 7.30am 
   at the Parish Hall 
November 27  Bush Picnic and Eucharist 
   at “Eagle’s Drift” 
December 4  9 Lessons & Carols  
   followed by the Parish 
   Christmas Party 
 
Sentence of the Week 
May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at 
al times in all ways.  
   2 Thessalonians 3.16 
   
Quote of the Week 
Depend on it, God’s work done in God’s way will 
never lack God’s supplies. If you are willing and 
obedient, you will eat the best from the land. 
    Isaiah1.19 
 
Events for this Week   
Friday 19 November  10am Eucharist at 
    Holy Trinity 
Sunday 21 November  9am Eucharist at 
    Holy Trinity 
    Parish Council  
    Meeting after  
    church  
  
Please come and join us. 
 

    Jean Keeping 
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ST JOHN’S WORT   
(HYPERICUM PERFORATUM) 

 
This management plan is published in 
accordance with order 19 of the Noxious  
Weed Act 1993 for the class 4 declared 
plants.   
 
The plan outlines the legal requirements for 
the control of St Johns Wort (Hypercicum 
Perforatum) by private occupiers of land in 
the area of operation of the Upper Hunter 
Country Council which consists of the local 
government areas of the Upper Hunter 
County council which consists of the local 
government areas of the Upper Hunter, 
Muswellbrook and Singleton shire councils. 
 
1.1 Objectives of Class 4 Declaration. 
To minimise the negative impact of those 
plants on the economy, community of the 
environment of NSW 
 
1.2 Declaration as per Order 19 Noxious 
Weed Act 1993 
The growth and spread of the plant must be 
controlled according to the measures 
specified in a management plan published by 
the local control authority. 
 
1.3 Legal obligations of Landholders—Section 
12, Noxious Weed Act 1993 
Probate occupiers of land must control 
noxious weeds on land.  An occupier (other 
that a public authority or a local control 
authority) of land to which a weed control 
order applies must control noxious weeds on 
the land as required under the order.  Note:  
If an occupier fails to comply with obligations 
may be enforced against the owner of the 
land as well as the occupier by a weed control 
notice issued under section 18. 
 
1.4 Duration of Plan 
This plan  commenced  on the 1 March 2006 
and unless amended will remain in force until 
1 March 2011.  council reserves the right to 
review, vary or revoke this plan. 
 
2.0 Prescribed control measures as per Order 
19 Noxious Weeds Act 1993 
The growth and spread of St Johns Wort 

must be controlled to the extent specified in the 
following control measures. 
 
2.1 All St Johns Wort plants within 50 metres of 
any property boundary must be treated with a 
registered herbicide and /or mechanically 
removed. 
 
2.2 On properties where infestation cover an 
area exceeding 10 hectares, infestations must 
be reduced by 20% annually.  Control measures 
which may be used are: 
 
*the application of a registered herbicide as per 
label, or 
 
*Mechanic removal, or the introduction of 
perennial grasses and a grazing management 
program, together with the use of a biological 
control agent (occupiers using this method will 
need to submit a plan to council for approval). 
 
2.3 On properties were infestations cover an 
area of less then 10 hectares: 
 
All plants must be prevented from producing 
viable seed by either using a registered 
herbicide as per label, or Mechanic means such 
as slashing or hand pulling.  Occupiers who use 
this method of control must collect and dispose 
of the plants material by burying it below 30cm 
in a pit dug for the  purpose. 
 
2.4 Occupiers of land may submit a noxious 
plant management plan to Council for approval. 
 
Contact Details:  
All correspondence General Manager 
Upper Hunter County Council 
PO Box 122 
Muswellbrook 
NSW 2333 
Phone Enquires 6549 3802 
 

Upper Hunt Weed Authorities 
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MERRIWA DISTRICT EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION NEWS 

 
On Friday 12 November the Merriwa District 
Education Foundation held their annual 
general meeting to elect the 2011 office 
bearers. 
 
President   Ivan Gant 
Vice President  Tony O’Brien 
Secretary  Jane Hegarty 
Treasurer  Lesley Nixon 
 
We have received a number of applications 
for financial assistance from local students 
who are completing a range of tertiary 
courses in 2011.  These students will be 
contacted soon to arrange a suitable date for 
an interview and the successful applicants will 
be announced. 
 
The committee would like to thank all our 
very generous sponsors who together have 
raised approximately $2,500 to contribute 
towards the education costs of our grant 
recipients.   This money has been matched by 
the Country Education Foundation which will 
enable the Merriwa District Education 
Foundation to continue to support local 
students during 2011. 
 

J Hegarty 

MERRIWA ROTARY CLUB 

 
Calling all HSC students…Merriwa Central, St 
Joseph’s Aberdeen, Scone Grammar, away at 
boarding school. 
 
Finished the HSC this year? Want to go on to 
further studies but worried about the cost? 
Rotary has the answer.  
 
The Angus Peebles Memorial Educational 
Encouragement Bursary is open to any 2010 
HSC student who is planning to pursue further 
tertiary studies in 2011. The $1500 bursary 
aims to assist students who live in the 
Merriwa District and/or have attended 
Merriwa Central School and would like to go 
to university or full time TAFE but find it 
difficult due to the financial commitment 
required.  
 
If you would like to apply for this bursary 
please complete the application form which 
can be found at Merriwa Newsagency and 
Merriwa Pharmacy. Full details are on the 
application form.  
 
If you would like to find out more about 
Rotary, our regular dinner meetings are at the 
Sports Club Tuesday nights 7pm for 7.30pm 
dinner. Membership is open to both men and 
women. 
 

Michael Wheatley 
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MERRIWA PHARMACY 
 

Altitude sickness 
Mid-air mishaps over the past few years, and 
most particularly the recent problem with the 
engine on the Qantas A380, may have caused 
some concern among travellers.  However, 
the risk of accident when travelling is far 
greater on the ground – whether that be 
home ground or within the country of the 
holiday or business destination. Even more 
likely than the risk of accident when 
travelling, is the risk of illness.  Nevertheless, 
we can reduce this risk with a little bit of 
forward planning. 
 
Being fit for travel is important.  The longer 
the travel distance and time away from home, 
the fitter you need to be.  Even having a cold 
can make plane travel quite uncomfortable. 
Modern aeroplane cabins are pressurised; but 
not at exactly the same pressure as we have 
at ground level.  For a pain free take-off and 
especially landing, when that air pressure 
changes, the pressure inside and outside our 
ears needs to be equalised.  Congested nasal 
passages might prevent this from happening; 
so appropriate use of nasal sprays (Drixine, 
Otrivin or Sinex) will help to open up those 
airways.  A decongestant tablet, such as 
Sudafed, could also be useful. There are 
special ear plugs, as well.  You insert them an 
hour or so before landing.  They can help 
minimise what might otherwise be severe 
pain, but they’re not so good if we want to 
listen to the in-flight entertainment or hear 
any cabin announcements. 
 
For the long-distance travellers, jet setting 
across different time zones, jet lag can be a 
real problem.  Symptoms can include 
irritability, anxiety, poor concentration, poor 
appetite, upset stomach, constipation or 
diarrhoea, and general fatigue.  Of course, 
some or all of these symptoms may be 
caused just by sleep deprivation whether 
you’re at home or away from home. There 
are a number of ways you can reduce the 
problems of jet lag: have enough sleep on the 
nights before you leave; eat on the plane only 
when hungry – no one forces you to eat 
everything the cabin crew put before you – 
and eat light, healthy meals; drink plenty of 
water and avoid alcohol and caffeine which 
can dehydrate you even more than the 

already dehydrating, low-pressure environment. 
You should also try and get into the routine of 
the local time zone as soon as possible; if you 
can manage it, have a stopover or two on the 
way to your final destination; and travelling 
west is best to minimise the symptoms. 
 
Some exotic destinations provide you with the 
bonus of some exotic diseases.  If you’re 
heading outside Australia, North America or 
Western Europe, check with your doctor six to 
eight weeks before departure to see if any 
special vaccinations are required. 
 
Deep vein thrombosis (DVT), generally in the 
form of a clot in the leg, can form if you are 
sitting or lying still for a long time.  Flying 
doesn’t have to be the risky form of transport – 
train, bus or car travel can equally be a problem 
if you don’t move around from time to time and 
do a little exercise.  For long travel flights, 
compression stockings (for men and women) 
are a help.  Your pharmacist can advise you on 
the appropriate type. And if you’re climbing to 
“dizzy heights” in anything other than a 
pressurised aircraft, altitude sickness is a 
possible risk.  Jet lag type symptoms can occur 
but with potentially much more dangerous 
consequences.  Getting to high altitudes slowly 
with plenty of stops along the way is the 
preferred option.  You don’t have to be aiming 
for Everest; even a visit to a high altitude town 
can put you at risk. 
 
You can also get more travel tips on the Travel 
Health fact card.  It’s available from Merriwa 
Pharmacy. 
 
2011 Calendars are now available. Please Ask 
for One. 
 

Robert Smith 
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MERRIWA HARDWARE 
 
Welcome back to my three loyal readers for 
just a brief bit of dribble. 
 
Well there is only a few days left to pick up a 
bargain from the Thrifty Link Summer Price 
Meltdown catalogue. Christmas is getting 
closer so don't miss out. I'm wondering how 
many of you have logged on to 
www.thriftylink.com.au to have a go at 
winning a $1000.00 Thrifty Link gift card? It's 
easy, have a go at it! 
 
A couple of months ago we had the Thrifty 
Cash and Grab Competition in which two lucky 
shoppers would each win a Thrifty Link gift 
card worth $250.00. All the entry forms were 
sent off down to Sydney where the 

winners were to be drawn. Well we've been 
waiting and waiting, but finally congratulations 
go to Louise Hunt and Rodney Amidy. These 
two people have each won a voucher for 
$250.00 from Merriwa Hardware, your local 
Thrifty Link Hardware. Now that's heaps better 
than a poke in the eye with a hot stick! Just in 
time for Christmas too. 
  
Now speaking about Christmas, you will soon 
be receiving in the mail the Thrifty Link 
"Sparkling Christmas Specials" catalogue. As 
usual, this catalogue is full of fantastic bargains 
that are ideal for Christmas. Don't forget to 
have a go at winning a $1000.00 thrifty link gift 
card with this catalogue. Details are on page 3. 
 
Well that's about it for this week. 
 
Did you know?      
Dashing horses kicking up mud (among other 
things), splashing the passengers riding behind 
them, led to the invention of the dashboard, a 
term which survives today. 
 

Ray 

https://webmail.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=48c342e426a3416bbc172b668e45933e&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.thriftylink.com.au�
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HIDDEN VALLEY HOMESTEAD 
 

What’s New? 
We are looking forward to a very busy holiday 
season plus a few Christmas Parties from our 
local businesses. Thanks for the support! 
 
We are expecting families from as far as 
Queensland & South Australia early in 
December and are booked out solid until 
January 7. 
 
Don’t forget St Josephs School Fair on Saturday 
27 November at 3pm!  There will be loads of  
fun family activities- so be there to have some 
fun and to support our wonderful little school.   
Don’t forget to purchase your raffle tickets if 
you haven’t done so already.  
 
First prize is that great BBQ Pack from our 
Hardware & 2nd & 3rd Dinner & Luncheon prizes 
from yours truly- Hidden Valley. Bookings are 
essential so if you win give Penelope a call to 
discuss your dates. 
 
Our Summer Menu to choose from: 
3rd Prize Luncheon for Two (extra people $20 
per head) 
Main: Chicken pieces or Rolled leg ham served 
with cool crispy green tossed salad, coleslaw, 
beetroot & pineapple. Served with balsamic 
vinegar & condiments. Hot bread roll or 
Zucchini Slice served hot with all the salads as 
above 
Dessert: Homemade Lemon Cheesecake with 
fresh fruit & whipped cream topping or 
Pineapple breeze (a cool refreshing fluffy 
pineapple dessert served with ice cream) Tea & 
Coffee & homemade biscuit 
 
2nd Prize Dinner for Four (extra person $30 per 
head) 

Main: Hidden Valley’s signature meal: full 
chicken breast tenderised, lightly crumbed & 
topped with ham, homemade tomato chutney 
and 3 cheeses: grilled until lightly golden 
(yummy) served with potato bake & three 
steamed vegies. Hot bread Roll  or Roast Lamb 
or Pork with oodles of crispy hot potatoes, 
pumpkin and steamed vegies 
Dessert: Chocolate Mousse with whipped cream 
& topped with chocolate flakes or Homemade 
apple pie & whipped cream/ice-cream or 
individual Mini Plum pudding, custard, whipped 
cream & ice cream. Tea & Coffee with 
homemade cookie. 
 
Children’s menu available or check out our 
D i n i n g  s e c t i o n  o n  w e b s i t e 
www.hiddenvalleyhomestead.com.au for more 
meals to choose from. 
 
Animals News: 
We had a fox attack a few weeks back in which 
our Rooster & Chrystal were caught and hurt 
badly. The Rooster escaped the fox & returned 
home and Penelope saved poor Chrystal who 
was badly damaged. Both were very sick for 
around 14 days but they are survivors. Chrystal 
laid her first egg this morning while Rooster 
looked on and protected her. 
 
Lucy Lu our new little Fox Terrier is proving to 
be quite a brave little thing, not afraid of any of 
the bigger animals while her sister Elsie is now 
beginning (at last) to be friendly. 
 
Our last remaining (thanks to the Fox 
population) Bantam chook has 5 new little 
chickens. 
 
Truffles (the big fat pig) is slowly losing weight 
thanks to Dr Harry’s diet & Michael’s 
perseverance! 
 
Christmas/Birthday parties/ Special events are 
all being booked now so don’t leave it too late 
to book yours! 

Call Penelope to discuss your holiday/wedding/
group party  needs. 
 

Penelope 
65488588  

or 1800 880 924 

http://www.hiddenvalleyhomestead.com.au�
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For 
Hire 

 
Silo Bagging  
In-Loader 
Machine 

 
Phone 
Paddy 

 0428 485 183 
Virtual 

Administrative and 
Training Services 

 

www.haats.com.au 

Mushroom 
Compost 

 

$4 per Bag or $3.50 
per bag for 10 or 

more 

Delivery $1 per bag 
 

6548 5168 

RECIPE OF THE WEEK 
QUEENSLAND SUMMER SALAD 

 
Ingredients 
 500g bag Baby Spinach 
 2 Mangoes 
 1 Lime 
 500g Prawns - cooked and shelled 
 Pepper 

Method 
 Arrange baby spinach on a large serving 

platter 
 Dice mango  
 Toss mango and prawns into the spinach 
 Squeeze the lime juice over the top 
 Sprinkle with freshly cracked black pepper 

to taste 

THE NATIONAL BROADBAND NETWORK 
 

The Australian government’s National 
Broadband Network (NBN) has commenced 
rollout and the Upper Hunter looks set to benefit 
with the government provider NBN Co. Ltd 
flagging the Hunter and Central Coast as 
potential priority rollout areas. 
 

The National Broadband Network is a fibre to 
the premises network under construction in 
Australia. The Australian government has 
established a government business enterprise, 
NBN Co. Ltd, to design, build and operate an 
Open Access Network providing download 
speeds of up to 1 Gigabit per second to 93% of 
Australian homes and businesses, for which it is 
offering to contribute an initial cash injection of 
up to A$43 billion. The remaining homes and 
businesses will be serviced by a combination of 
next generation wireless and satellite 
technologies with a minimum broadband speed 
of 12 megabits per second (the latter offering a 
10 x increase in speed  from the dial-up system 
that predominates across much of rural 
Australia). 
 

The NBN will be the largest single infrastructure 
investment in Australia’s history. The Network 
will connect 11 million premises – a staggering 
4,000 connections a day and will be operational 
progressively over 8 years.  

 

Lee Watts 
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HOME LOANS 
With access to over 22 home loan 
providers, 
let us find the loan that is right for you. 

INSURANCE 
With access to many of Australia’s top 
insurance companies, why not ask as for a 
quote today 

COMMERCIAL FINANCE 
Trucks, tractors, excavators or finance for  
the farm – Talk to us today  
 

 6548 2651 
 92 Bettington St, Merriwa 

CAROLS IN THE PARK 
 

The Combined Churches of Merriwa  
invite you to - 

“Carols in the Park” 
7pm Sunday 19 December 2010 

At Apex Park. 
 

Ron Campbell 

MERRIWA SENOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
 

Our Christmas Luncheon will be held in the RSL 
club’s auditorium on Sunday 28 November from 
about 12 noon for a 12.30 luncheon. 
 

Cost is $13.50 per member or $20 for non-
members. Raffle (hamper) $1.00 per ticket and 
lovely lucky door prizes. Exchange of gifts not 
exceeding $5 
 

This is always a special festive occasion so 
please come and enjoy fellowship. 
 

Numbers are required for catering so please let 
me know by 23 November 
 

Mary O’Neill 

VIEW CLUB 
 
This month’s dinner meeting will be held at the 
Royal Hotel on 25 November 7 for 7:30pm, 
being our Christmas and last dinner meeting for 
the year. 
 
Election for a new committee will be voted at 
this month meeting, all positions are open for 
anyone who may consider standing for a 
position in 2011. 
  
The Merriwa VIEW Club ladies are still 
promoting learning locally, any donation are 
kindly excepted and can be left at Max’s 
Country Cuts. 
  
Come and enjoy a delicious meal and great 
company for this month. Any interests please 
call Julie Hurst on  Monday 22 November for 25 
November dinner meeting. 
  
Don’t forget to bring something small for Secret 
Santa. 
  
Hope to see you all there. 
 

Yvonne McNaught 

HAVEACHAT 
 
The Merriwa cancer support group "Haveachat" 
meet the 3rd Thursday of each month, yes that 
would be tonight, at 7.00pm-8.30pm,  at the 
Merriwa MPS meeting room for an informal get 
together over a cup of tea or coffee. 
If you have a concern about yourself or 
someone that you care about, come along, 
have a cup of coffee and if you feel like it, have 
a chat about it. If you like, compare notes with 
someone to see how they dealt with some of 
the issues. You never know, a simple 
suggestion may make the world of difference. 
Find out what services and support are available 
to you. 
 
For more information contact Ray McConnell on 
0458482899 or you can find me in Merriwa 
Hardware 

Ray 
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MERRIWA BOOKIES 
  
The next meeting for our Book Club will be held 
at the Merriwa Library, from 7-9pm, on 
Thursday, 2 December. We will be discussing 
this month's book, Heat and Dust by Ruth 
Prawer Jhabvala. This book has also been 
adapted to film, with Julie Christie, Shashi 
Kapoor, Christopher Cazenove and Greta 
Scacchi in the lead roles. Our discussions are 
always interesting as lots of differing opinions 
and ideas are put forward. Importantly, though, 
each of us respect all member's views and each 
person is valued for their contribution. 
 
Please try to borrow and return the Book Club 
books at our meetings if possible. If you can't 
make it to the meeting, please give us a call 
and we'll put in an apology for you. Please 
return your copy prior to, or at, the meeting. 
This means our crate can then be sent on to the 
next club. Thank you! 
 
Last month, we talked about our responses to 
Peter Robinsons' Cold is the Grave. We found 
that most of us enjoy a good crime novel and 
some of us had no idea just who the real villain 
was until the end. Peter Robinson's books have 
been made into a BBC TV detective series, 
starring Stephen Thompkinson. 
 
It is never too late to join our Club. If you love 
to read, enjoy a good conversation and like to 
laugh, this could be a low pressure social outlet 
made  just for you!  

  
Sally  

6548 2446 

MERRIWA CWA 
 

Susie Fitzpatrick, Branch Councillor attended 
the Hunter River Group AGM last month. 
Merriwa was congratulated on their cultural 
book and were given a highly commended for 
their entry. Susie won an award for the Best 
Individual Performance at the Group Cultural 
day for her recital of "Esmerelda" 
 

In Agriculture and Environment Merriwa took 
out four first places for recycled item, Posters: 
Parrots, Patersonia and Dairy. 
 

The CWA is well known for its catering in 
Merriwa but also donates regularly to local 
organisations. 
 

Each year a country is studied and for 2011 the 
country is Iceland. Our International Officer, 
Chris Wild will attend a study school at 
Armidale University in January to help ‘brief’ her 
on the information that she will share with our 
branch about Iceland’s culture, geography and 
customs. 
 

We would like to remind you that our rooms are 
available for hire at very reasonable prices. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Monday 13 
December 2010, new members or those 
interested in finding out about the CWA are 
most welcome. Our Christmas Function for 
members will be held at the Ironbark cafe on 
Thursday 9 December 2010 at the Ironbark 
Cafe. RSVP by December 2 to Robyn McAllister. 
 

Congratulations to Georgia Cameron from St 
Joseph's Primary.  Georgia's entry  was the 
overall winner of the International Poster 
Competition in the Hunter River Region.  Next 
year's country of study will be Iceland 
 

S Stewart 
Assistant Publicity Officer 
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity 

groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and 
anyone wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/
anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this 
free service, please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays. 

ASTHMA FOUNDATION 
 

Street Stall 
Friday 19 November 2010 
 

To commemorate the life of a great husband, 
friend and father who tragically was taken on  
20 November 2009 by a severe Asthma attack, 
we will have a street stall to raise funds and 
awareness of this awful disease that affects so 
many of us. 
 

Your contributions to this great cause would be 
greatly appreciated – we will have the usual 
street stall goodies of cakes, scones, jams etc, 
a 100 Club and a multi-prized raffle, as well as 
plants, books, DVDs and much more.  
 

Since last year we have raised over $4000 for 
the Asthma foundation so it will be good if we 
can keep up the good work. 
 

Thank you very much 
Edith Shipway 

NEW ARRIVAL 
 

Congratulations to Kirsty Gersbach & Ben 
Blyton on their birth of Savannah Holly Maree 
Blyton on the 6/11/2010. Weight: 3.3kg 
Length: 50cm Time:7.19pm 
 

Savannah was delivered by Kirsty's fiance Ben 
on their way to Muswellbrook Hospital, in 
front of Hollydeen Mechanics on the Golden 
Hwy with no medical assistance other than an 
000 operator on the phone, who talked him 
through the birth and stayed on the phone 
until the Merriwa Ambulance service arrived 
approximately 20 minutes after Savannah's 
arrival. Both mum and bub are back home 
and doing fine with proud big sister Allira-
Jayde at their side. Ben is now thinking of 
pursuing a new career path as a doctor or 

midwife.  
 

Go Benny 
B - AKA Dr 
Blyton 
 

Love all 
your 
proud 
Friends & 
Family 
 

Casey 
Hicks 

MERRIWA RAILWAY SOCIETY INC. 
 

A very successful weekend was spent on our 
first working bee. 12 volunteers on Saturday 
and 5 on Sunday. A number also apologized. 
 
Thanks for all your help. A lot of change already 
to the station site. Everyone is invited to visit to 
see what is happening. I'll have a note in the 
Ringer about the next working bee when a date 
is set. There is still a lot of paint to be removed 
before we pretty it up in new colours. We have 
details of the original colours back in 1917 and 
we will adhere to these to maintain heritage 
integrity. 
 
2 new members joined. Anyone wanting to join 
or find out more information please contact me 
on 65485000or bryan@ipstarmail.com.au 
 

                                           Bryan Baker 

RADIO CONTROL MODEL AIRCRAFT CLUB 
 

This notice is to inform community about an 
informal meeting being held at the Merriwa 
Sports Club on Sunday 2 November at 
10:30am.  
 
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the 
development of a radio control model aircraft 
club in the Merriwa district and to find out how 
many members of the community would be 
interested in pursuing this hobby. 
 
For further information please contact Matthew 
Leman  (Mobile: 0427 483 133) 
 
Look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Matthew Leman 

https://webmail.det.nsw.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=48c342e426a3416bbc172b668e45933e&URL=mailto%3abryan%40ipstarmail.com.au�
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MAX’S COUNTRY 
CUTS 

 

Now taking orders for Christmas. 
 
 

·     Delicious Leg Ham – Cooked on the bone just $8.69kg – 
 Smoked and cooked right here on our premises. 

·     Frozen Vienami Prawns only $14.99kg 
·     Boneless rolled Loins of Pork  
  - plain or seasoned with one of our specialty seasonings  
  - Apricot & Macadamia  
  - Mango & Pinenut  
  - or just a good old Traditional seasoning.   
·    Turkey Products  
  - Whole turkeys 
  - Ready cooked turkey breast 
  - Raw turkey buffet carves 
·     All your chicken needs including the Lilydale free range 

products. 

 

So come in or give us a call on 6548 2375  
Max’s Country Cuts 131 Bettington Street 

Merriwa. 
 

Remember we are proud suppliers of Top Quality 
Local beef and lamb purchased from Merriwa 

producers 
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Council Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
Enquiries—6548 2109 

Environmental Services 

Health and Building Surveyors  
 Available Wednesdays by 

appointment, phone 6548 2109 
 

Director Environmental Services 
Available by appointment, phone 

6540 1136 

RTA Agency 

Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm 
Enquiries—132213 

Waste Depot 

Merriwa 
Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday & 

Monday (unless otherwise advised) 
8am to 12noon & 1pm to 4pm 

 
Cassilis       

Every Saturday (unless otherwise 
advised) 8am to 4pm 

Libraries 

Merriwa Branch 
Tue -10.30am—12.30pm 

Wed - Fri - 1.00pm—5.00pm  
Sat - 9.00am—11.00am  
Enquiries—6548 2207 

Cassilis Branch 
Wed - 10.30am—1.00pm 

Fri - 3.00pm—5.30pm 
Enquiries—6376 1295  

Government Access Centre 

Monday to Friday 9am—4pm 
Enquiries—6548 2109 

Visitor Information  
& Resource Centre 

Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday 10am—
12.30pm and 1pm—3.30pm  

 
Also a Centrelink Access Point 

 
Enquiries— 6548 2607 

 

CLAIM THE 
DATE! 

 

Merriwa Festival of 
the Fleeces is 
having a Street Stall 
17 December.  
Tickets will be on 
sale for  the 
Christmas Raffle-LG 
TV & DVD  package 
for $2 per ticket. 
Your support would 
be appreciated!  
 Anyone 
interested in 
donating cooking or 
stall time, please 
contact Tina Taylor 
on 6548 2607. 

SHOULDER WIDENING WORKS – 
GOLDEN HIGHWAY GUNGAL 

 

 Upper Hunter Shire Council, on behalf 
of the Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA), will 
carry out shoulder widening works 
approximately 14 to 21km east of Merriwa. 
 Work is scheduled to commence on 
Monday, 15 November 2010, between the 
hours of 7am and 5pm. The work is expected 
to take 4 months to complete (weather 
permitting). 
 Council is conscious of the effect of 
works on surrounding residents and every 
effort will be made to minimise noise. 
 During the programmed works, traffic 
control will be implemented with speed 
restrictions, and some minor delays could be 
expected. 
 Council apologises for any 
inconvenience and appreciates your patience 
during this time. 
  

Contact:  Council’s Engineering Assistant – 
Mr. Troy Houlahan 

COMMUNITY BUILDERS 
GRANTS PROGRAMME 

Department of Human Services, 
Community Services 

 

 A funding program for projects that 
aim to build strength and capacity within 
communities and enhance their ability to 
manage issues and respond to change. 
APPLICATIONS OPEN: 1 November 2010 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE: 8 December 2010 
 

Community builders 
Upper Hunter Shire Council 
INFORMATION SESSIONS 

 

MURRURUNDI: Wednesday, 10 November 
4.00pm Library Meeting Room, 47 Mayne 
Street, Murrurundi 
 

Contact: Heather Ranclaud, ph 6546 6205 
 

MERRIWA: Wednesday, 10 November 
6.00pm Council Chambers, Vennacher St, 
Merriwa 
 

Contact: Phoebe Richard, ph: 6548 2109 
 

SCONE: Thursday, 11 November 
6.30pm Scone Administration Centre, 135 
Liverpool St, Scone 
 

Contact: Kerri Cone on 6540 1141 
 

www2.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au/2433_4.html  

SENIORS KIOSK 
OPEN IN 

MERRIWA  
 

If you have a seniors 
card and wish to use 
the internet, there 
are now 2 new 
computers set up 
just for you at the 
CTC! 
 

Use of these 
computers is 
currently free and 
have no set time 
limit! We can also 
offer you all the help 
you should need, 
free of charge! 
 

So what better time 
to get connected with 
your family and 
friends! 
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MERRIWA CHRISTMAS STREET PARTY 
 

Thursday 9 December 2010 
4:30pm – 7:30pm 

 
 The Christmas Party will 
be held again this year on 
Bettington Street, with the street 
being closed from Vennacher 

Street through to Bow Street from 3:30pm – 
8:30pm. There will be loads of fun for everyone in 
the community, including jumping castles and other 
inflatable activities, visit from Santa and late night 
shopping. Flyers & posters with more information 
out soon!! 
 This event has previously been made 
possible through sponsorship from local business. 
If you are a local business or community member 
wishing to support this event please contact Tess, 
Phoebe or Justine at Council or make payments to 
Upper Hunter Shire Council which has kindly 
auspiced the funds for the event again this year.  
 

Main Street Stall at the Christmas 
Street Party 

 

 If any local business or 
community group would like a stall at 
the Christmas Street Party on 
Thursday 9 December could you 
please fill out a form at Council as well 
as provide a copy of your public liability 
insurance.  

WANTED: VOLUNTEER BUS DRIVERS FOR 
OCCASIONAL EXCURSIONS 

 

 Upper Hunter Shire Council is calling on 
volunteers to drive the Community Bus! You may only 
be needed once a year but without your help the 
Youth Group, schools or Hostel may not be able to go 
on their excursion! 
 If you have a bus licence and would be willing 
to volunteer your time for any bus bookings for which 
our regular bus drivers are not available, please 
contact Phoebe on 6548 2109. 
 

Don't forget the Community Bus is available 
for private hire! Call Council for bookings! 
 
 

LOCAL HALLS AVAILABLE FOR 
CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

 

 The festive season is fast approaching so it is 
time to start planning your Christmas parties!  
 The School of Arts Hall, Settlement Hall and 
Cassilis Community Centre are all available for hire.  
 Full kitchen facilities are available in all the 
halls making them the perfect venues for Christmas 
gatherings! 
  

For booking details phone Council on 6548 2109 
 
 

AUSTRALIA DAY NOMINATIONS HAVE 
BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL FRIDAY 26 

NOVEMBER! 
 Don't miss the opportunity to nominate 
someone who makes you proud! 
 Nomination forms are available at Council’s 
offices and the Resource Centre. 
 The categories have been revamped this 
year, the 2011 categories for the Merriwa District are 
as follows: 
o   Citizen of the Year  
o   Young Citizen of the Year 
o   Community Group of the Year  
o   Achiever of the Year  
o   Sustainability in Business 
o   Environmental Achievement  
 

 For more information about the categories 
pick up a nomination form or contact Phoebe 
on 6548 2109. 

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING 
 

 The next Council meeting will be held in 
the Council Chambers, Scone on Monday, 22 
November commencing at 5pm.  Public 
participation is scheduled at the beginning of the 
meeting.  Requests to address Council must:- 
 
 be received in writing by noon on the day of the 

meeting 
 address a current agenda item 
 
All members of the community are welcome to 
attend. 
 
Contact: Susan Duggan at the Merriwa office or 
Robyn Cox at the Scone office on 6540 1126. 
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MERRIWA POST OFFICE 
 
More than just a Post Office! 
 
Cordless Phones 
Firstly a tip to save your home phone and save 
you money. If there are electric storms around 
then unplug your telephone cable! We do good 
business after a storm because the cordless 
home phones don’t take kindly to a mega 
thousand volt hit. However, if you need a new 
cordless then come see us! 
 
We have them starting at only $32 for the 
Telstra 8100 Dect with easy to read display. 
 
Or the Telstra 9150 Dect  with answering 
machine and hands free for $39.95. 
 
For those who would like really big and clear 
buttons and readout the Telstra EasyView 3400 
is for your. Hands free Dect cordless is $69.95. 
 
Want 2 handsets? We have the Uniden Dect 
1035 + 1 for only $69.95. Has answering 
machine, 3 line display and WiFi network 
friendly. 
 
What is Dect? A dedicated frequency band to 
give interference free communication. 
 
Australia Post Annual Results 
Following is some information from the 2009/10 
AP annual report: 
Pre-tax profit was $103 M. 
Mail volumes down 4.2 %. 
Parcel volumes up by 16.8%. 
96.1% of letters delivered on time or early. 
Handled 5.14 billion items of mail. 
Conducted 1.5 M passport interviews. 
Served an average of about 900,000 customers 
every day in 4,415 retail outlets. 
Paid a dividend of $79.1M to their only 
shareholder, the Federal government.  

Computer Modem 
Many of us rely on the internet so much that 
it’s a real pain if your modem gives up the 
ghost and you have no connection with the 
world wide web. It’s happened to me twice in 
six years. We are regularly asked if we stock 
modems since you can’t buy elsewhere in town 
– and finally we have sourced one. We have 
the D-Link Wireless Modem Router for only 
$99. Has built-in firewall and wireless G 
technology plus ADSL2 technology if required. 
With this you can simply connect with wires to 
your computer or set up a wireless home 
network. 
 
Christmas is Coming! 
And it’s getting close. Our Christmas stock is 
now complete and even now many customers 
have been happy with their early shopping at 
the post office. We have a good range with 
tastes and value to suit everybody. Ask to have 
a look or lend of our Christmas booklet - here’s 
just a few samples 
 
Microscope Set with up to 900x magnification. 
Metal construction with 28 pieces including 
slides, Petri dishes and many samples. For age 
8+. $49.99. 
 
MiniBrite lanterns. Three in a set including 
batteries. Only $19.99. Also large camping 
lantern with 12 LED’s for $19.99. 
 
Pizza Modo Mia Pack. Get serious about home 
baked Pizza’s! Professional generous 13 inch 
diameter natural clay baking stone with 
chromed carry rack. Also includes great Pizza 
book by world champion John Lanzafame. 
$39.99 for the lot.  
 
Please Bring Parcel Cards In! 
If you get a little red and white card in the mail 
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              www.jtsrealty.com.au 
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au  
Ph:  6541 5331   Fax:  6541 0330 

32 Collins St Merriwa        $270,000.00 
Situated in a new Sub-division this home is in excellent condition and 
would suit anyone looking for a modern brick & tile home.  There are 
3 big bedrooms all with built in robe's & ceiling fans.  The open plan 
lounge/dining is large and features reverse cycle air 
conditioning.  There is also a good sized family room leading off the 
kitchen. 
 

1 McCartney St Merriwa    $45,000.00 
This 2023sqm block is located in a very quiet street with new homes 
opposite it. In easy walking distance to the main street & schools it is 
ideal to build your dream home. The block is flat with a gully running 
through the rear. With great views to the mountains, town water, 
power & phone all available it is a very well priced vacant home site. 
 

Lot 2 Hulks Rd Merriwa       $170,000.00 
This 274 acre block is perfect for someone looking to build their 
dream home and have plenty of room around them. The property has 
a cleared hidden Valley perfect to build your home and enjoy the 
seclusion. Power & phone are both available as well as a good size 
dam. The land is mainly undulating with approximately 50 acres of 
flat partly cleared country. Located only 80kms to Mudgee this block 
is ideally suited for a weekender or a peaceful country.  
 

Lot 3 Hulks Rd Merriwa        $270,000.00 
This superb 230 acre block is located 32kms South West of Merriwa 
fronting the Goulburn River. 30 acres is currently under cultivation, 
the remaining 200 acres has natural regrowth. The majority of the 
land has previously been farmed and with a little work could be 
again. There are several sites and both phone & power are available. 
If you are looking to establish a quality property, this is the block for 
you. It has all river frontage, good soil, excellent fencing and all 
amenities close by. 

DAY TOURS 
12 Dec 2010  Hunter Valley Gardens Christmas Lights 
 Sunday Evening Spectacular. Light Supper available on site. 

Adults $45 Children $35 
22 Jan 2011 Tamworth Country Music Cavalcade Join us for the 

spectacular parade of floats and artists. Great atmosphere 
always a great day out $40 

26 Jan 2011 Australia Day, Cruising Sydney Harbour 
 Luxury Cruiser; Includes Buffet Luncheon  Adults $170  

Children $160 
5 Mar 2011 Doctor Zhivago Splendid Musical based on the all time classic. 

Lyric Theatre Sydney $140 P/P 
19 Mar 2011 Mystery Tour We can’t tell you where but it will be Great! 

Includes morning tea and  lunch $90  
EXTENDED TOURS 

27 Apr 2011 6 Day Victorian Alpine High Country Tour Travel via 
Canberra Cooma Bairnsdale Omeo Bright  Corryong Gundagai 
and Oberon. Visit Myrtleford Beechworth and Yackandandah. 

4 July 2011 13 Day Central Australian & Top End Tour Travel via Broken 
Hill, Silverton, Port Augusta, Coober Pedy, Alice Springs, Uluru, 
Devils Marbles, Tennant Creek, Katherine Gorge, Adelaide 
River, Crocodile Cruise, Darwin. 

16 July 2011 19 Day Western Australian Tour Travel via Kununurra, Lake 
Argyle, Broome, Ningaloo Reef, Monkey Mia, Kalbarri, 
Geraldton, Perth, Bunbury, Albany. Always Popular.  

1 Oct 2011 11 Day Tasmanian Adventure – Secrets of Tasmania 
 Spirit of Tasmania, Salamanca Markets, Historic Port Arthur, 

World Heritage Cruise  
BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES 

PH: 6547 4416 or 1800 077 099 (free call) 
CBS TRAVEL PTY LTD 

Travel Agents License No 2TA5587 
www.cowans.com.au buses@cowans.com.au 

saying that you have a parcel to pick up then 
it’s important that you bring the card into the 
Post Office. We store many many parcels and 
packages at the PO and the card tells us where 
to look. This saves time and frustration 
especially when there are queues and we are 
busy. It also stops us missing a parcel and the 
customer from making a second trip if there is 
more than one item to pick up. Even if you don’t 
have the red/white card try to remember what 
we have written on it. For example: Registered, 
Elads, Receipted Delivery, Express, all of which 
will tell us where to start looking. Please help us 
to help you. 
 

Postmasters thought for the week: perhaps the 
reward of the spirit who tries is not the goal but 
the exercise.    E.V. Cooke 

 

Mel & Kerry Anne  
with Colleen & Mrs Keirra Hourn 

Billiards Room in the 32 Collins St 
home 

The 1 McCartney St Block 

http://www.jtsrealty.com.au/�
mailto:jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au�
http://www.cowans.com.au/�
mailto:buses@cowans.com.au�
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WOOLBROOK RURAL INDUSTRIES 
 

There are few things in life, if any, which are 
100% efficient. For example the efficiency of 
petrol engines is about 30% and diesels about 
40%; that is, for every unit of heat which petrol 
or diesel fuel potentially possesses, only a 
fraction is converted to useful energy, the rest 
is lost in friction and heat from the engine, the 
radiator, out the exhaust pipe etc. In my long 
ago schooldays potential thermal capacity was 
expressed in British Thermal Units (BTUs), and 
one BTU was defined as the amount of heat 
required to raise one pound of water one 
degree Fahrenheit. BTUs are no longer used for 
various reasons including their replacement by 
metric equivalents, but I tend to stay with the 
old ways. Therefore in my  terms every pound, 
kilogram or whatever of coal has a BTU 
potential which varies depending on the quality 
of the coal. When this is burnt in  power 
stations to produce electricity only a fraction of 
its thermal potential reaches the end user as 
usable electricity, perhaps as little as 20% 
depending on a variety of factors including the 
length of the power lines, since electricity is lost 
because it creates slight frictional heat as it 
passes along the wires, and the longer the line 
and the smaller the wires the greater the loss. 
Other efficiency reducing factors are loss of 
heat at power stations and transformers 
because perfect insulation does not exist, and 
from the cooling towers as evidenced by the 
clouds of water vapour which arise from them 
when in use. Thus (for instance) roof top solar 
panels on houses are a bigger environmental 
plus than might at first appear since when 
power is generated there the burning of a much 
larger thermal quantity of coal is eliminated, 
perhaps three to five times as much. However, 
as mentioned in a previous article, this will 
increase the cost of electricity to other users if 
surplus generation is fed back into the line at a 
figure greater than that at which the power 

company can generate it. Further, all electricity 
generated in this fashion reduces the amount of 
electricity passing along power lines (unless 
taken up by others) and therefore raises the 
transmission cost per unit, and this increase will 
be passed on to consumers. I emphasise that I 
am not being critical of generating such power 
at the point if consumption, in fact quite the 
reverse, however the very complex economics 
should be studied and  taken into account. 
 
The same efficiency factor applies to all other 
forms of power generation, e.g. wind turbines, 
wave and tidal generation, however in these 
cases at least the input (wind, sunlight, waves 
etc.) is free, so their relative efficiency becomes 
less important than with coal, however the 
capital cost may become more important; that 
is, the free input could be neutralised, or even 
negated, by higher capital costs, economically 
speaking. Therefore alternative energy 
generation options are also far more complex 
than might appear at first glance even before 
we start considering their contribution to a 
cleaner environment. So, to take wind turbines 
as an example, to say they are inefficient is an 
argument against them, but other generators 
are too (including coal) to varying degrees. 
Further, to condemn them because they require 
subsidies, while it is certainly again an 
argument against them, does not take into 
account coal’s enormous uncosted damage to 
the environment not only from the burning itself 
but also from the damage of coal mining, a 
combined huge and usually  uncosted subsidy. 
     
In finishing this series of articles, there is no 
doubt we are faced with huge future problems 
which will be very expensive to overcome, but 
nowhere near as expensive as the alternative, 
which is to do nothing and hope for the best. 
Nor can we avoid the future by claiming that we 
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MICRO IRRIGATION FOR WATERING GARDENS, 
TREES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 
We carry a wide range of the above including ½”, ¾”, 1” and 1¼” 
low density pipe. Also compatible joiners, elbows, tees, crosses 

filters, valves, nuts and tails, snap on fittings, capillary tube, 
adaptors, stand pipes, sprays, drippers, and a range of garden 

and hose fittings and garden hose, AND THE PRICE IS RIGHT!!  
If you use the above you will be surprised how cheaply you can 

set yourself up, also how much you can reduce your water usage 
and thereby  help both your pocket and the environment, a very 

good combination. 

should do nothing because the rest of the 
world is not doing anything either, and that to 
do so would put us at a competitive 
disadvantage. This does not appear to be the 
case, if it ever was, and  it is not much of an 
argument anyway, the world is awakening to 
the problem and we must do so too. We must 
adopt a positive attitude rather than a negative 
one if we wish to maintain our overall standard 
of living (which includes, for instance, the 
continued use of electricity and cars) instead of 
saying we must, or cannot, do this that or the 
other thing for various reasons. We must look 
at all the possible solutions and adopt those 
most suitable even though they may not suit all 
of us in other ways, including visual pollution, 
and this obviously includes eliminating large 
scale thermal coal mining as soon as possible. 
     
Briefly, it is time those with negative 
arguments should stop telling us what we 
should not do, adopted a positive attitude and 
started telling us what we should do. In my 
book this means accepting the fact that we 
must have alternative power generation; that 
we must adopt a variety of alternatives 
including turbines and solar power (some of 
which will not be popular with everyone); that 
most or all of these alternatives will eventually 
become obsolete (which is the normal and 
inevitable scheme of things); that we have 
reached the end of the cheap power prices we 
have all become used to; and that if do not do 
these things the eventual result will be 
catastrophic. 
 

Max Wurker 
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENTS 
 

Your Local Newspower Store and Office Smart 
Agent 
 

www.merriwanewsagency.com.au 
 

0nly 38 days to go!!! 
Since Christmas insists on coming every year, 
and is sneaking up on us again, this article will 
try to give you some ideas for presents and 
ideas for decorating, cooking and other 
general Christmas madness. This issue of the 
Ringer also includes a Newspower catalogue 
that is full of affordable Christmas gift ideas. 
 

Win Me: 
I am a gorgeous stuffed dog that is so 
huggable you will never want to put me down! 
I am sitting in the Newsagency window 
waiting to be taken home by the lucky winner 
of the Christmas Draw. All you have to do is 
spend $10 or more in store before Christmas 
to have a chance of winning me! I will be 
given to my lucky new owner on Christmas 
Eve. Come and have a look at me- I really am 
gorgeous! 
 

Victoria Books latest shipment has finally 
arrived! There is nothing better to give, as a 
gift, than a book. They are always cherished, 
read often, and more importantly- easy to 
wrap and post! Get a catalogue in store and 
have a look at what is now available before 
there are none left. 
 

Great Railways of the World 
This beautiful hard cover book looks at trains 
and routes from across the world. It is a 
fascinating and unique view of our world and 
is perfect for anyone who is a train-lover at 
heart. 
 

For the Term of His Natural Life 
This classic novel, based on true accounts is 
available at a great price. By Marcus Clark, it 

is the story of a man wrongly accused and 
convicted. He is sent to Australia as a convict, 
and tells his story of hardship. This is great for 
those who love to delve into our history- or any 
history.  
 
Enid Blyton 
Do you remember reading Enid Blyton’s stories 
as a child? Why not rediscover your love of 
these delightful tales by giving them to your 
children. These timeless tales of innocent 
adventure and fun are available in hard cover. 
 
Newspower Christmas sale is now in full swing! 
This time of year sees us all running around like 
headless chooks trying to find last minute gifts 
for people we forgot or who are hard to buy 
for. Save yourself the grief by getting organized 
early. This catalogue is full of great gift ideas 
for everyone. 
 
Super Art Set 
As advertised on TV, this great box of art and 
craft is ideal for the whole family. It includes 
crayons, pencils, texta’s, oil pastels, water 
colours, paper, brushes a built-in easel and 
paint pallet. All of this for a ridiculously low 
price! 
 
Electronic Keyboard 
This keyboard is compact, making it easy to 
cart around as well as store. The kids can make 
their own music as well as sing their own songs 
as this keyboard comes with its very own 
microphone. 
 
Parking Garage 
This set is fabulous. It includes the garage, 
several vehicles as well as accessories. It is a 
great gift as it can keep the kids entertained for 
hours at a time. This garage is suitable for 
children 3+ as it is made of durable plastic with 
safe edges. 
 
Phone Cards; all cards are now available 
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone 
 
Cash or Eftpos only 
 

Neville & Leanne Hook 

http://www.merriwanewsagency.com.au�
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COOLAH AUTO SMASH  
& MECHANICAL 

ABN 86 058 823 162 

Also known as Valley Motors Coolah 

Owned and Operated by Steve & Vicki Billett 

Ph: 6377 1192 

29 Binnia Street, Coolah   valleymotorscoolah@bigpond.com 

Quality  Guaranteed  Service  

Over 30 years experience in the industry 
18 years in Coolah Merriwa area 

SMASH REPAIRS -FUSS FREE  
with Fully Qualified Tradesman you can trust 

Latest Technology and Equipment 

Plastic Welding 

Windscreen Installation. 

Diagnostic services 

On Line Quoting System ‐ Quality Products 

 Number 1 Choice In Smash Repairs 

Budgies and 
Cockatiels 

 

All babies are 
extremely quiet and 

ready for someone to 
love. 

Christmas is around 
the corner and we 
can look after your 
bird until the day 

before Christmas! 
 

Budgies from $12 
Cockatiels from $25 

 

Contact Will and 
Jay-me  

6548 2127 after 6pm ! 
HEADER, TRUCK AND 
ROUND BALER  FOR 

HIRE AVAILABLE FOR 
HARVEST CALL  

6547 4416  
(MOB) 0427 474 416 

Garage 
Sale 

 
8 Scully Close  

Merriwa  
Sunday 20th 
November  
8am -2pm 

GARAGE SALE 
Saturday 27 November 

8am - 2pm 
37 William St. Merriwa 

 
White Ride-On Mower with Trailer and 

Boom Spray, six 12’ mesh farm gates, 18” 
mower - 2 years old, fencing tools, chain 
saw, hand tools, pipe fittings, electrical 
cable, electrical fencing, dog kennel, car 

roof racks, 6 man tent, 2 man tent, 
wheelbarrow, shade sail with stainless 
fittings, Webber Kettle BBQ, ironing 
boards, steam mop, Phillips stereo, 

crockery, cutlery, kitchen utensils and 
electrical appliances, televisions and other 

sundry items. 
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CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB 
 

Friday Nights 
Darts 
Names to the club by 6.45pm for 7pm start 
$3.00 entry per week 
 
Friday night raffles 
Meat trays, Vege trays, Schooner Draw, Joker 
Draw Members Draw, Kids Raffle. 
 
Snack Bar is open 
Come along and join the fun 
 
Zumba has arrived in Cassilis 
Ditch the Workout - Join the Party. Come along 
and have some fun. Monday evenings – 6.30pm 
at the Cassbowl. Gold Coin donation will go 
towards other needs for the Zumba sessions 
e.g. big screen etc. Bring a Water bottle and a 
towel, children welcome. 
 
Christmas Party 
18 December 
Music by Green Limousine 
Watch this space for more details later 
 
Results 
Joker Draw - Peg - Unsuccessful - $858 next 
week 
Members Draw - Tec - unclaimed - $70 next 
week. 
Darts 
Chook - Tom and Glenda 
Chocolate - Celia and Linda 
 
Specials 
Cleanskin Wines - Shiraz or Dry White - $6 per 
bottle 
White Stag Schooners - $3 
 

Candice O’Neill 
Hilary Parker 

NSW RURAL FIRE SERVICE 
 
Where’s your Neighbourhood Safer Place? 
 
The NSW Rural Fire Service is reminding 
everyone to check the location of their local 
Neighbourhood Safer Place. 
 
A Neighbourhood Safer Place (NSP) is a 
building or space of last resort which provides a 
higher level of protection in the event of a bush 
fire.  
 
New NSP signage has recently been installed at 
some parks and other public places in the 
Upper Hunter Shire. These NSP’s can be used 
when your Bush Fire Survival Plan fails or when 
there is not enough time to implement you 
plan. People can look up any NSP’s on the RFS 
website (www.rfs.nsw.gov.au) and write the 
down on their Bush Fire Survival Plan. 
 
Residents should also be aware of the following 
considerations: 
 
 Neighbourhood Safer Places may not 

provide shelter from the elements, 
particularly flying embers. 

 They do not cater for pets. 
 Emergency Services will not always be 

present 
 Meals are not provided, and there may 

not be amenities or special needs 
requirements such as for infants, the 
elderly, ill or disabled/ 

 
Some of the NSP’s listed on the website 
include: 
 
 Merriwa Showground 
 Cassilis Sports Oval 
 

RFS Media Release 
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Keno Promotions – all non paying Keno tickets 
have the chance to win a $60 Bistro voucher, 
just place your non paying ticket along with 
your name and phone number in the allocated 
box for your chance to win. There will be two 
draws, 1–26 November and 2–10 December. 

 
The other promotion we have running with 
Keno is the chance to Win a Holiday escape 
with ET! 
 
5 nights on Daydream Island, Fishing trip with 
Et plus in venue BBQ prizes & gift packs. 
 
Grab a Keno ticket for $10 or more for your 
chance to win. 
 
The Bistro trading hours have now returned to 
their normal times this; Lunch 11.30-2.00pm, 
Dinner 6.00 - 8.30 for daylight savings. 

 
MJ Morgan 

Secretary/Manager 

MERRIWA RSL CLUB 
 
The Members Lucky Badge for $1700.00 was 
not won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was 
595, this week it jackpots to $1750.00. The 
7pm draw for $720.00 was not won the 
number was 866, this week it jackpots to 
$740.00. The 9pm lucky ticket draw for 
$840.00 was not won the number was 52170, 
this week it jackpots to $860.00. 
LTPS/10/05160 
 
The Sunday Morning Badge Draw was won 
last week the number was 367, this week 
commences at $250 and will be drawn 
between 11.30am and 1.30pm and you must 
be present to win the money. LTPS/10/05160  
 
  
Coming Events 
Appearing early 2011 The Ultimate Bee Gees 
most authentic tribute act you will ever see or 
hear. 
 
This week’s Lucky $5 note was not claimed 
the serial number was DG 06866263, and 
now jackpots to $75. The $5 note is released 
early in the week and is announced on Friday 
night during the raffles, and must be claimed 
at the bar by midday Sunday, and you must 
be a member of the Club. If you cannot 
remember the serial number that’s ok there 
will be notices at the bar from Friday night 
after the Raffles. 
 
The club is now running a Christmas Raffle to 
be drawn on Friday Night 24 December at our 
Christmas Eve Raffle Night, tickets are $1.00 
each with two prizes on offer:- 
 
1st a Westinghouse upright 180lt Freezer 
2nd a Victor Lawn Mower 
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MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB 
 

Saturday 13 November 
Saturday Members Draw 423 Not Won Next 
week $220 
Winners Jackpot 37904 Not Won Next week 
$1120 
Free Tickets Adele Fear  
Dinner Beatrice Voysey 
Bowls Raffle Jeff Cronin 
 

Sunday 14 November 
Sunday Members draw No183 Next week $450 
$20 one off prizes No 182 Not won  & No 184 
won 
 

Transport Service is available Friday and 
Saturday. Due to rising costs the Club Taxi 
voucher has been increased to $3. Don’t take 
the risk and drive when for $3 per person you 
can be chauffeured home. To access the 
transport service you must book through the 
Sports Club to check availability of the service. 
 

Bingo 
Every Thursday Night commences 7:00pm 
Win Sporties Vouchers $5, $20, $50 + Fruit, 
Veg and meat trays 
 

Saturday 11 December 
Club Christmas Party 
 “Chromatic D”  
With special guest  
International Artist 
Gemma Fitzgerald 
Tickets $20 includes Chinese/Australian 
Smorgasbord. Bookings essential  
 

Zumba 
Now that the weather is warming up and 
daylight savings is here, why not join us at the 
Sports Club to loose those few extra kilo’s you 
may have put on over winter. Every Wednesday 
at 5:00pm. Its a fun way to get fit. All you need 
is a Gold Coin, a towel and a sense of humour. 
Hope to see you there. Teressa and Dahlia 

The Sporties 
Chinese/Australian Restaurant  
Open for Lunch and Dinner 
Lunch Specials 
Open 5 1/2 days  
Lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon – 2:00pm   
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 9:00pm.  
Please Note Saturday hours for lunch are 
11:30am to 1:00pm 
Closed Mondays reopens 5:00pm Tuesdays 
For Bookings and take away ring 6548 3228 
 

LADY BOWLERS NEWS 
 

On Wednesday 3 November our team of 
Philomena, Shirley, Loretta and Beatrice went to 
Scone RSL for the District Veterans Day. We 
had a good game of bowls. Prizes for the day 
were drawn from the hat. No luck there, but 
Philomena was the winner of the spider. 
 

Following a very enjoyable lunch 9 players 
received their Veterans badges. It was a special 
day for our Club as Dawn Byfield and Philomena 
Constable were among the recipients and it was 
great that members of their families were able 
to be there. Philomena and Dawn both joined 
our Club in 1981 and have been very valued 
members, always willing to help in any capacity. 
They have both been on the games and social 
committees on several occasions. Dawn and 
Philomena played Pennants for many years and 
have been in our winning teams. Dawn 
regularly played Championships with wins in 
Triples and Pairs and Runner up in Singles. 
Philomena has been our Club President and is 
currently Vice President. In Championships she 
has won Singles on two occasions and also had 
several wins in Pairs and has also won Triples 
and Fours. Congratulations Dawn and 
Philomena.  
 

B & JR 
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MEN’S BOWLS NEWS 
 
There will be no bowls as the green is out until 
further notice, hoping it will be back in about 
three to four weeks. 
 
Sheets are on the board to nominate for 
Championships – Singles, Pairs, Triples and 
Fours – also Minor Singles and Pairs. 
 
Also if you are interested in playing Pennants, 
please put your name down on the sheet. 
 
It is with regret we heard the sad passing of 
the life member of the Merriwa Bowling Club 
Gordon Caskey.  Not only life member he was 
Club President and District President for 11 
years.  To his family our deepest sympathy. 
 

Merriwa Bowlers 

LADIES GOLF NEWS 
 
Congratulations to Merrie for taking out the 
last monthly medal of the year on 3 
November. Merrie won on a count back from 
Captain Di after both girls finished with 39 
stableford points. Well done also to Libby who 
fell just short with 38 points. These three girls 
played some lovely golf during their rounds 
and putted to perfection leaving the six 
remaining players well back in the field. It 
was another healthy attendance with nine 
players out on the course. Dee secured 
nearest the pin on the 18th and Libby won the 
ball draw. 
 
Six girls played on 10 November and started 
early to beat the heat. It was Dee’s trophy 
day and the winner on the day was Mary with 
17 points after nine holes. With the weather 
closing in on us we decided to conclude the 
game after completing nine holes and finished 
off the day with an early lunch. 
 
A reminder to golfers that the AGM of the 
Merriwa Golf Club will be held on Sunday 28  
November at the Sports Club. Hope to see 
you there! 
 

The Black Widow 

 
GOLF NEWS 

 
Final Round Bobs Stableford 
 A small field of 7 players produced some very 
good golf 
Winners on the Day were 
Alex Kean 45 points 
Runner Up  
Daniel Walmsley 42 points 
Ball Comp 
D Taylor and T Cooper 
NTP on 4th and 13th holes D Taylor 
Winner Bobs aggregate points 
Pat Williams 230 Points 
Next Week 
Final of Williams Putting Comp 
What “No quote of the Day” 
 

The Cat 
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MERRIWA LITTLE ATHLETICS 
 

Merriwa Little Athletics 
Mondays from 5.30pm 
At Oval #2,  
Brisbane St 
Merriwa 
 

Meeting 
Tuesday 30 November, Merrwia RSL 
Club,6.30pm. All welcome. 
 

All those attending each Monday night, must 
surely agree, that Little Athletics in Merriwa is 
off to a great start. This is only possible 
because,  firstly, all the children are so 
wonderfully enthusiastic! Secondly, parents, 
grandparents and older siblings are helping out 
wherever they are needed, at each session. 
Thank you all so much for your contribution to 
our Club, it is appreciated! 
 

Safety! 
Thanks to all those taking care driving near 
Oval #2 on Monday evenings. Don't forget the 
gates will be closed from around 5.15 to 
7.45pm   along Brisbane St. We would really 
appreciate it if all smokers would refrain from 
smoking near oval #2 during our sessions. 
Thanks! 
 

A First Aid Kit is always available at Little 
Athletics and some supplies are sent with Age 
Group Managers too. If you need assistance, 
our First Aid Officers are Karin Brazier and 
Diane Byfield. 
 

Due to the recent rain/storms, a session and 
our meeting had to be postponed. We will 
advise when the next meeting is and when any 
"catch up" sessions will take place. 
 

Thanks again to everyone for their continued 
support and enthusiasm! 
 

Sally  
6548 2446 

MERRIWA TENNIS CLUB 
 

A vert successful fun day of bowls was held on 
Sunday 7 November on a beautiful sunny day. 
39 people came along to show their support on 
the day. Winners on the day were Mark and 
Julie Kirkland and Andy and Rose Medway. 
 

Money raised from this day will go towards 
upgrading the  Club. 
 

The committee and players wish to thank the 
following people for their help on the day: Jeff 
& Del, Brian, Mark, Julie, Ken, Mick, Bev and 
Rose. A special thank you to Maree. 
 

To the wonderful business houses and people 
who supported the day with donations, a big 
thank you; Merriwa Taxi Service, Di’s Clothing 
Patch, Royal Hotel, Cassilis Hotel, PT Lawler 
Pest Control, Scone Grammar School, Merriwa 
Central School P & C, Max’s Country Cuts, 
Merriwa Nursery, GM Llewelyn & Co, Merriwa 
Sports Club, Merriwa IGA, Angus Merro, Dr 
Salama, Michael Cooper, Jeff Cronin, Adele 
Fear, Janet Medd, Grady Family and Mark and 
Julie Kirkland. 
 
100 club 
1st - Sally Gilbey 
2nd - Brian Cooper 
3rd Shirley Hayes 
 
Raffle 
1st - Jenny Johnston 
2nd Eva Whitby 
 
Night Competition 
Night competition has only a few weeks to go. 
All players seem to be enjoying themselves. 
Leading the competition is Team 3 followed 
closely by Teams 1, 4, 5 and 2. Finals 
Commence on 29 November. 
 

Loretta Cooper 
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MERRIWA JUNIOR RUGBY LEAGUE & 
NETBALL CLUB 

 
Player Profiles 
 
Name: Bailey Telfer 
Age: 9 
Did you enjoy playing 
football for Merriwa 
last season? Yes 
What do you like 
about playing football 
f o r  M e r r i w a ? 
Everything, supporting 
your team 
Name one exciting thing that happened in the 
2010 season? Scoring tries 
What's your favourite activity to do at training? 
Tackling the bag 
Would you like to play football for Merriwa next 
season? Yes 
 
Name: Lachlan Walker 
Age: 8 
Did you enjoy 
playing football 
for Merriwa last 
season? Yes 
What do you like 
about playing 
f oo tba l l  f o r 
Merriwa? Lots of 
fun, because it's 
n o t  a b o u t 
winning it's about having a good time 
Name on exciting thing that happened in the 
2010 season? Sharing the ball around, giving 
everyone a turn 
What's your favourite activity to do at training? 
Kicking goals 
Would you like to play football for Merriwa next 
season? Yes 
 

Name: Callum Telfer 
Age: 11 
Did you enjoy 
playing football 
for Merriwa last 
season? Yes 
What do you like 
about playing 
f o o t b a l l  f o r 
Merriwa? Playing 
with your mates, 
supporting Merriwa 
Name on exciting thing that happened in the 
2010 season? Scoring a try, having fun 
What's your favourite activity to do at training? 
Playing games of mini football 
Would you like to play football for Merriwa next 
season? Definitely 
 
 
Name: Riley Telfer 
Age: 4 
Riley is an up and 
coming young 
footy fan who also 
wanted to be 
interviewed.  He is 
keen to play footy 
next season and 
has already been 
practising during 
l as t  season ' s 
training sessions. When asked what he likes to 
do at training, Riley replied “tackle the bag”.  
We look forward to seeing Riley out on the 
field with his mates next year. 
 

Kellie Walker 
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MERRIWA PONY CLUB 
 
Merriwa Campdraft 
Remember Merriwa Campdraft is on this 
Saturday on Saturday 20 November and 
Merriwa Pony Club is running the second ring. 
Ring 2 has hack, riding classes and sporting 
events.  There are age groups for the children 
and open age events for the adults.  For those 
who are not a member of the ABCRA you 
simply pay $2 for a day membership to cover 
you for these events - applies to both children 
and adults.  It is not necessary for the kids to 
wear pony club uniform - just neat and tidy 
dress.  Lots of kids wear denim jeans. 
  
We will need some workers to help with setup 
and running.  The ring starts at 9.00am and 
should finish approximately 2.00pm.  We will 
need someone to take entries etc and a 

couple of pencillors for the morning events and 
then pencillors, timers and people to run flags 
etc in the afternoon.  It is a fun competition 
day for the kids and if everyone helps out 
"many hands make light work". 
  
Could those who are able to help please let me 
know. 
 
2010 Christmas Party  
The Christmas party has now been booked at 
Merriwa Pool for Sunday 12 December.  The 
pool will be open from 11.30 am. 
  
The club will have the use of the pool 
BBQ.  Merriwa Pony Club will provide the 
meat.  Each family attending is asked to bring 
along a salad or sweets.  The canteen will be 
operating to purchase drinks, lollies and ice 
blocks. 
  
Please confirm your RSVP to Clare for catering 
purposes by phoning 6548 2201. 
 

Stephen Ninness 
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NAME PHONE 

Andy’s Truck Hire 6548 2646 

B & K Family Transport 0404 080 049 

Bits N Pizza’s 6548 2088 

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd 6543 3600 

Bricklayer Block layer 6548 2591 

Cassilis Bowling Club 6376 1002 

Cassilis Public School 6376 1009 

Cle-Roy Contractors 6545 0459 

Colles Manufactured 
Homes Pty Ltd 

4353 3606 

Coolah Auto Smash & 
Mechanical 

6377 1192 

Country Education 
Foundation 

6376 1052 

Cowan’s Buses 6547 4416 

Craig McPherson Haulage 6548 2663 

Cross Country Merriwa 6548 2106 

Curls & Swirls 6548 2499 

Curtis, Gant & Irving  6543 2433 

D&L Upholstery 6548 5119 

Di’s Clothing Patch 6548 3023 

El Dorando Motel  6548 2273 

Festival of the Fleeces 6548 2109 

Good Looks Nail & Beauty 0408175028 

Greentree Roger 0417 448 169 

Gummun Place Hostel 6548 2111 

Hanckel Hay Sales 6548 5168 

Hair Indeed 6548 2666 

Hidden Valley Homestead 6548 8588 

Hi-Tech Concrete 6547 2416 

Hose n Round 6547 2215 

Hunter Central Rivers 
Catchment Authority 

6542 4426 

Hunter Mutual 6548 2651 

 IGA— Merriwa 6548 2315 

Ironbark Restaurant 6548 2255 

Landmark Townsend 6548 2122 

M A Macdonald & Co 6548 2226 

Merriwa Activity Centre 6548 2082 

Merriwa Amateur Swim 
Club 

6548 8510 

Merriwa Anglican Parish 6548 2218 

Merriwa Auto Electrical 6548 2114 

Merriwa Bit’s & Pizza’s 6548 2088 

NAME PHONE 
Merriwa Cakes & 
Pastries 

6548 2851 

Merriwa Catholic Parish 
St Vincent de Paul 

6548 2086 
6548 3092 

Merriwa Central School 
Primary office 
Secondary office 

 
6548 2101 
6548 2119 

Merriwa Central School 
P&C Association 

6548 2119 

Merriwa Community 
Bank 

6548 2653 

Merriwa Darts 
Competition 

6548 8531 

Merriwa District Health 
Association 

6548 2653 

Merriwa District 
Progress Assoc 

6548 2948 
6376 1165 

Merriwa Engineering 0427 476 085 

Merriwa Junior League 
& Netball 

0447 035 694 

Merriwa Little Athletics 6548 2446 

Merriwa Magpies Rugby 
League Football Club 

6548 2352 

Merriwa Newsagency 6548 2031 

Merriwa Painting & 
Decorating 

0409 015 678 

Merriwa Petroleum & Ag 
Supplies 

6548 2071 

Merriwa Pharmacy 6548 2213 

Merriwa Pony Club 6548 8561 

Merriwa Post Office 6548 2042 

Merriwa Pre-School & 
Kindergarten 
Association 

6548 2083 

Merriwa Race Club 6548 5182 

Merriwa RSL Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2157 
6548 2295 

Merriwa Rotary Club 6548 2025 

Merriwa Show 6548 2276 

Merriwa Sports Club 
Restaurant 

6548 2028 
6548 3228 

Merriwa Surgery 
After Hours 

6548 2305 
6548 2305 

Merriwa Taxi Service 6548 2546 
0427 482 546 

Merriwa Tennis Club 6548 2679 

Merriwa Tourist 
Welcoming Centre 

6548 7201 

NAME PHONE 

Merriwa Tyre & Service 
Centre 

6548 2078 

Merriwa Vet Clinic 6548 2452 

Merriwa VIEW Club 6548 3179 

Merriwa Youth Centre 6548 2448 
6548 2635 

NSW Farmers Association 6548 5150 

NSW Fire Service 6548 2005 

Nutt Earthmoving 6548 2004 

Off The Wall Videos 6548 3188 

Panorama Motor Inn 4943 3144 

Papanui Open Range Eggs 6548 2493 

Pitt Son & Keene Elders 6548 2307 

Portable Timber Mill 6547 5129 

R & M Moore  
Rural Services 

6548 2992 

Rockwell Livestock & 
Property Pty Ltd 

6548 5100 
0427 485 100 

Rosto Pty Ltd 9327 5653 

Royal Hotel (The) 6548 2235 

Russell’s Earthmoving  6548 2246 

Rural Fire Service 1800 081 166 

Scott Witton Building 0427 761 169 

Shearers Quarters (The) 6548 2509 

Sporting Shooters Assn 6548 7201 

St David’s Uniting Church 6548 5153 

St Joseph’s Primary School 6548 2035 

Stokes Dr Bronwyn   
After Hours 

6532 5013  
6532 5000 

Tash Holden 
Communications 

6548 5059 

Telfer Rural Fencing 6760 8322 

Trinity Markets 6548 2323 

TransCare Hunter Ltd 6545 3115 

Upper Hunter Landscape 
Guardians 

6545 1996 

Upper Hunter Shire Council 
- Merriwa Branch 

6548 2109 

Upper Hunter Weeds 
Authority 

6549 3802 

Vero, CJ &JM & Sons 6548 2303 

Welderup 6548 2500 

Whale, Mark 6548 2389 

Woolbrook Rural Industries 6548 2150 

Pep’s Rural Contracting 6548 7288 
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NOVEMBER  

Friday 19  Asthma Foundation Street Stall 
 Merriwa Bushman’s Campdraft 

Friday 26  Merriwa Central School P & C Street Stall 
 Merriwa Preschool Orientation Day 

Saturday 27  St Joseph’s School Fair 
 Anglican Bush Picnic at “Eagles Drift” 

Sunday 28  Merriwa Senior Citizens Christmas Luncheon 

DECEMBER  

Saturday 4  Anglican Parish Christmas Party 

Thursday 9  Merriwa Christmas Street Party 
 MAC Christmas Party 

Saturday 11  Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party 

Friday 17  Festival of The Fleeces Street Stall 

Saturday 18  Cassilis Bowling Club Christmas Party 

Sunday 19  Carols in the Park - 7pm 

Wednesday 8  Cassilis School Presentation Night 

Wednesday 15  Last Day of Term 4 for students 

Friday 3  Mo Crazy Day for Movember 


	Mel & Kerry Anne 
	with Colleen & Mrs Keirra Hourn
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