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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
I’m not sure if we have discovered a few “Top
Guns” from our Year 8 and 9 students after
their visit to Williamtown RAAF base on
Monday. The visit to Fighter World and
Defence Force recruiting was part of our
MEGS initiative. The MEGS program which has
been piloted at Merriwa Central, aims to
broaden career horizons for students from
rural schools.
School Certificate Exams
Year 10 students undertook external School
Certificate exams this week in Mathematics,
English, Science, Australian History, Australian
Geography, and Computers. The exams form
the external component of the assessment for
the School Certificate. Internal assessment
continues over the coming weeks. Once this
assessment is completed we aim to trial some
senior “taster” courses for Year 10 in the last
weeks of term. The aim of the trial is to make
the last weeks more productive and
meaningful for Year 10 students and teachers.
Central Schools Forum
Over the weekend I attended a conference for
Central Schools in Sydney. Central schools are
unique to rural areas, and offer continuity of
curriculum from Kindergarten to Yr12. They
play a critical role in the communities they
serve. The forum provided the opportunity to
discuss the needs of Central Schools and
strategic planning for the future. State
politicians attended the forum and outlined
their policies on Education, specifically in
relation to Central Schools. It was unfortunate
that the Education Minister did not attend the
meeting.
Maximising results
Maximising student achievement is done in
partnership, with teachers and parents
working together. As the school leader I
continually review our school policies and
practices to look at areas we can improve.

Last term we surveyed parents, teachers and
students about school performance. They
ranked areas of school performance from rarely
to almost always. The parent responses were
overwhelmingly positive. Over 82% of parent
respondents stated that the school is
continually finding ways to improve what it
does (almost always/usually). Additionally, 85%
of parent respondents stated that students are
the school’s main concern (almost always/
usually).
Some people find this change process difficult,
however I am very pleased that the majority of
parent’s surveyed supported endeavours to
improve our school.
Darren Noonan
Principal

Coming events
November
Week5
Thursday 11
Friday 12

Kinder Orientation
Kinder Interviews

Week 6
Monday 15
Friday 19

Yr 10 Excursion - all week
WALLA Rugby Gala Day

Week 7
Monday 22
Friday 26
Week 8
Monday 29
Tuesday 30
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Yr 4,5,6 Canberra Excursion - all
week
Year 7/8 Mixed League Tag at
Coolah
K-6 Police Safety Visit
Yr 7 Immunisation
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Primary News

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
K/1

This term has already been extremely busy.
We are already half way through! Fortunately
we have lots more exciting things to do
before the year ends.
Literacy – This term we have been focusing
on writing descriptive sentences. We love to
think of new describing words and are trying
very hard to remember our capital letters,
spaces and full stops. We are also
concentrating on improving our reading skills
by using strategies such as sounding out,
blending the first 3 sounds, reading on and re
-reading. Learning and remembering our sight
words has also helped us feel more confident
about our own reading ability. Our weekly
spelling test results have been fantastic which
makes Miss Pringle feel very proud.
Mathematics – This term Maths is all about
addition and subtraction. We have learnt all
the words that we might see when we are
trying to add numbers: addition, add, plus,
and all together. We have also learnt all the
words we might see when we are trying to
subtract numbers: subtraction, take away,
minus and how many left? Our confidence is
growing every day and we are becoming
much more confident and fast at adding and
subtracting with or without hands on
materials.
COGS – Our topic area this term is ‘My Local
Area’. We have studied the local environment
and its features. Our greatest achievement
has been that we are now able to read maps
and also create our own maps. We looked at
maps of our local area, Merriwa and of our
school. We were then able to create a map of
our bedroom. We will be moving onto learning
about how to remain safe in our local area
over the next couple of weeks.

PE/Sport – Fun! Fun! Fun! is what this term is
all about. We are consolidating all the skills we
have learnt this year. We are learning to play
new, exciting and interesting games which use
skills such as hopping, running, sprinting,
passing, catching, throwing, kicking and team
work. The School Swimming Scheme also starts
this week and we are all looking forward to
getting into the water and learning how to
swim.
WSS – This term our Whole School Staffing
teacher is Mrs Brennand. We absolutely love
going up to the Secondary Campus to make and
cook yummy food with her. We are making food
associated with Christmas and love to find out
what we are going to cook each week. It is
certainly a highlight of the year for all of us.
Kinder Orientation – When Miss Pringle has the
new Kindy students for Kindergarten Orientation
we get to pretend to be Year One and Two
students in the empty middle classroom. We
love to act a little more grown up and try some
harder work which Miss Pringle leaves for us to
complete.
Assembly Item – Last Friday we performed our
assembly item titled ‘The Skeleton Dance’. We
were very intrigued by ‘Halloween’ and wanted
to learn a little about it. We learnt that it
originated in the USA and is progressively
moving into Australia. Our performance went
really well. We sang and danced to the best of
our ability and everyone cheered and clapped at
the end.
Christmas Craft Activities – In Week 8 we are
beginning our Christmas art, craft and activities.
We can’t wait!!! We are going to be painting a
Rudolph and a Santa Claus. We are going to be
making Christmas tree decorations and
completing our Christmas booklets.
Cheers,
K/1 and Miss Pringle
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
SCHOOL INTENSIVE SWIMMING SCHEME
By now you should have received a
permission note home about the School
Scheme.
This is a scheme developed by the
Department of Education to help teach
children to swim and water safety skills.
Swimming is an important life skill, but
unfortunately so many children don’t learn to
swim. Sadly The Royal Life Saving Society’s
recent National Drowning Report for 2010
indicates an alarming rise in drowning deaths
being a total of 314, the highest level in 7
years.
Drowning is a very significant issue for
regional Australians with over 50% of all
drowning occurring outside cities in
waterways and dams. This makes it even
more important to make sure all our children
have opportunities to learn to swim and
become aware of water hazards and safety.
Please make sure your child comes to school
on swimming days with swimmers, a towel, a
hat, and sun screen.

Infants (Years K-2) Swimming times

Dates: 22 - 26 November 2010
Times: 12:00 - 1:00pm and 2:00pm-3:00pm

Primary (Years 3-6) swimming times

Dates: 15 - 17 November 2010 and 29 - 30
November 2010
Times: 12:00pm - 1:00pm and 2:00pm 3:00pm
For more information about water safety visit
www.keepwatch.com.au
Julie Osmond

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 4 November 2010

Page 5

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
K/1 AND 1/2 ASSEMBLY
K/1
Merit Certificates
Shakira Taylor - excellent results in a numeracy
patterns assessment.
Jasmine Smith - excellent results in a numeracy
patterns assessment.
Tamika Drury - excellent results in a numeracy
patterns assessment.
1/2
Book Awards - Ruby Wong, John Hamson, Nikki
Anshaw
Merit Certificates
Molly Wong - spelling and handwriting.
Izabella Neale - effort in spelling.
Mekayla Towell - uniform award.
Brad Cox - excellent behaviour and attitude.
3/4
Book Awards - Jazzmine Orton, Joseph Whaley,
Jack McAlister
Merit Certificates
Jazzmine Orton - for an impressive
improvement in Maths.
Paige McConnell - for excellent dancing skills.
Lachlan Walker - for always wearing his hat and
correct uniform.
Dylan Daniel - for neat handwriting and book
work.
5
Book Awards - Breanna Goodear, Tempany
Boland
Merit Certificate
John Whitby - for displaying maturity in a
difficult situation.
Hanna Byfield - wearing her uniform with pride.
Ava Hearne - for enthusiastic participation in
Mathematics.
Tylor Keogh - for a consistent approach to
homework.
6
Merit Certificates
Tiesha Keogh - for participating with
enthusiasm during transition.
Skye Nicholls - for participating with enthusiasm
during transition.

Matthew Wightman - for participating with
enthusiasm during Transition.
Corey Clare - for participating with enthusiasm
during Transition
Best Entry into Class - K/1
Neatest Verandah - 5
Performance
K/1 performed a song and dance routine called
“The Skeleton Dance”. All students thoroughly
enjoyed performing as the class loves to sing
and dance to all different types of music.
1/2 spoke about the work they have been doing
in their COGS Unit “Our Stories” and they
presented some items of writing and drawing.

2010 NEWCASTLE PERMANENT
PRIMARY MATHEMATICS COMPETITION
Our Year 5 and 6 students were amongst
17,186 students from the Hunter Region who
recently sat for the Newcastle Permanent
Mathematics Competition.
Congratulations to our students as, overall,
we received 3 Distinction and 14 Merit
awards. The awards will be presented at an
assembly towards the end of term.
Our award winners are:
Year 5: Merit Awards to Jordan Taylor, Zeb
Pearce, Chloe Ponsford, Taylor Cox, April
Eipper, Cohen Folpp, Ross Proctor and Hunter
Hood.
Year 6 – Merit awards to Corey Clare, Janaya
Austin, Lachlan Walmsley, Demmi Hilton,
Tiesha Keogh and Jodie Mulholland.
Distinctions were achieved by Breanna
Goodear, Caleb Withers and Corey SmithWildey, all of Year 5.
Well done students, we are proud of your
achievements.
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Name:
Year Group:
Favourite Subject:
Favourite pastime:
Dream Career:
Best school experience:
Best personal achievement:
Advice on how to stay Confident:

Brodi Hollier
9
English
Riding my motorbike
Nurse
Star Struck
Becoming student of the week
Be yourself and never give up!

ROAR Athlete Profile

Name:
Alex Ashman
Year Group:
6
Favourite Subject:
Art
Favourite sport:
Football
Favourite team:
Manly
Favourite player:
Steve Menzies
Best personal sporting achievement: Scoring 10 tries in a game
Advice to young players:
Go hard or go home
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
YEAR 7 2011 TRANSITION
THE SEQUEL
Last Thursday our brave young Year 6
students from Merriwa, Cassilis, Sandy Hollow
and St Josephs returned to the Secondary
campus to continue their transition program
with myself and Mrs McAlister.
We started the day by reacquainting ourselves
with our self titled groups: the Outback
Thunder, the Destroyers and the Warrior
Donkeys. We were hosted by the Year 12 SLR
class (Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation) who
took us through some warm up drills, skill
building exercises and competitive games of
bull rush, ultimate frisbee and touch football.
After recess we were hosted by the 9/10
Drama class who performed an original
reinterpretation of an amalgamation of
Shakespeare’s plays.
Character changes,
costume changes, plot twists and a very
impressive “fire and cauldron” entertained us
all. Later we became biologists when we
dissected a frog using the Interactive White
Board – of course no animals were hurt in the
process! Though some students were curious
as to whether they could dissect any other
animals.
We made new magic books that were
designed to learn even more about each
other. This time we had to collect stories
about some of our classmates and then used
this information to play a quiz later in the day.
The highlight of our day was our Science
lesson with Mr Davidson when we visited Lab
1. We discovered how fireworks are made!
There was some scientific observation, plenty
of discoveries and a lot of awed expressions as
we used the Bunsen burners, observed the
properties of copper under heat and burnt a
variety of salts and recorded their colours.
Another great day!
Adam Johnston
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
ROAR REPORT
Movember Progress

As part of our ongoing ROAR Mo growing
challenge the progress is causing a large
amount of discussion. One team member has
attempted to cultivate a handle bar moustache
in homage to David Boon yet while the handles
are becoming quite impressive (or as some
unkind comments would suggest - visible) the
bar is struggling to take hold!
All competitors are attempting to have a Mo
that will help them avoid the “Lame Mo” award
at the end of the month.

If you would like to support our efforts by
making a donation you can either:
*Visit
http://au.movember.com/
mospace/666352/ and donate online using your
credit card or PayPal account.
*Write a cheque payable to Movember
Foundation, referencing the registration number
666352 and mailing it to: Movember
Foundation, PO Box 292, Prahran, VIC, 3181.
*or Make a donation at the front office.

Upper Hunter Small Schools Rugby Festival

On Friday November 19 we will be hosting the
Upper Hunter Small Schools Rugby Festival for
students in Years 3-6. Competitors are coming
from far and wide to take part. On the day
ROAR will help coordinate and run the day with
the Australian Rugby Union.
The Festival is designed to give both boys and
girls in Stages 2 and 3 a taste of Rugby Union in
a positive and fun environment. The game of
Rugby is built on core values of Team Work,
Fair Play and Enjoyment, and we hope that the
day will give all students the opportunity to
experience those values while being active and
learning about a new game.
With 7 teams from our school competing, it
should be a great day. Come on down to the No
1 Sports Ground and show your support.
Adam Johnston
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL
P&C
Meets the first Wednesday of each month at
7-00pm in the Merriwa RSL Club
Street Stall
The P&C will be holding a Street Stall on Friday
26 November from 9am. We would be grateful
for any donations of saleable items such as
cakes, biscuits, fresh produce such as eggs or
home grown vegies. We would also be very
grateful to anyone who could spare an hour or
so of their time to help out on the day. If you
can help please phone Maxine on 0432 371 706
or Elissa on 6548 7235.
Christmas Raffle
We are in the process of organising a major
Christmas Raffle which we hope will be ready
by the end of this week. We hope to send
home 5 tickets with every child to sell to
parents and friends. We understand that not
everyone can help out with fundraising events
due to work and family commitments so this will
allow these parents to help out as well. We will
be selling tickets at the Street Stall as well as in
the main street on the following dates Saturday
13, 20 and 27 November as well as 4, 11, and
18 December. We also hope to be able to sell
tickets on Thursday 9 December at the Town
Christmas Party if we can find a couple of
volunteers. The raffle will be drawn on Friday
20 December and the winner will be notified by
phone.
Merriwa Campdraft
Merriwa Bushman’s Campdraft & Rodeo
Association will be holding their annual
Campdraft on Friday 19 to Sunday 21
November. We will be running the canteen and
BBQ for this event. It will be a huge weekend
for us and we have been talking with another
committee who are looking into the possibility
of sharing this event with us – this will be
confirmed this week. However we would ask
people to please check and see if they will be
available to give a hand for a couple of hours
between 5pm and midnight on Friday 19, 6am
and midnight on Saturday 20 and 6am and 4pm
on Sunday 21 November. We will be sending
home a roster this week so please consider
putting your name down for an hour or two –
your help will be most appreciated.

Thanks to the dedication of three mums we
now have all but two days covered in the
Primary canteen for this term. The days that
we still need to fill are Friday 19 November and
Friday 3 December. At this point we are looking
at holding a special day for the last canteen day
of term which will be Wednesday 15 December
– more info on this as we get closer to the date.
Primary Landscaping and Curtains
At our last P&C meeting held last Wednesday 5
November the P&C were asked by our
Principal to allocate funds to purchase curtains
for the Primary rooms to help block out the
summer sun when we start to get those
extreme summer days. We were also informed
that the handover of the new Primary Admin
building
will
be
this
Friday
12
November. However with this hand over it also
means the removal of the old admin
demountable will not be far away. The removal
of this building will leave an area that is not
landscaped and may even be unsightly,
requiring landscaping to make it a useable
area. It was also brought to our attention that
the entry to the new admin building will also
need some work done to make it look
presentable. However all these things require
funds and quite a bit at that. So if you can help
in any way with any of the above fundraising
ideas the committee and in the long run your
children, will be extremely grateful.
Changes to Student Policy and Procedures
There was a lot of discussion regarding some
changes in policy and procedures at the school
especially for the current Year 12 Students. We
were informed that the Principal had made
these decisions and any parent needing
clarification on any of these procedures should
contact the Principal to discuss any issue they
may have.
Carlita McConnell
Treasurer

Canteen
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Digital Storytelling

This week we will have the Country Area
Program (CAP) Consultant (Leah Martin)
working with the staff and students on Digital
Storytelling. Last week we discussed with
students what their story might be about.
Thank you to all the students who have
brought in some photos / pictures they would
like to use for their story. If your child has not
brought theirs in, please send them in
tomorrow morning as they are an important
part of the process. Thank you. Please also
remember our Parent Session with Leah on
Tuesday after school to discuss aspects about
CAP and how it can be utilised in our school.
Looking forward to seeing you there.

Assembly

Due to the Digital Storytelling being held
through until Wednesday this week, we will
not be holding an Assembly this Friday.

Nitbusters/Crazy Hair Day

On Thursday afternoon we will be holding our
next Nitbusters session at school. Thank you
to all the families supporting this very
important activity. It would be wonderful to
have all families involved if possible so as to
assist in eliminating the problem. I wonder
what fancy colours and hair styles will come
out of this session. Thank you also to Mrs
Nairne and Mrs Cornish for running the
program, and for being willing to undergo the
hair colouring as well! Watch out for pictures
in next week’s article.

Active After Schools Program

I had a very enjoyable afternoon with
everyone on Wednesday for the Active After
Schools Program at the Cassilis Tennis Courts.
It is very heartening to see all the students so
keen and involved and all are having such a

wonderful time. Children are once again
reminded to bring a hat and a water bottle for
these afternoon sessions as it can become very
warm in the afternoon sun.
Just a little reminder of the details:
Travel to Cassilis Tennis Courts - Parents are
asked to come and pick students up from
school as they usually would and transport their
own children to the tennis courts straight after
school. Time – 3:15 – 4:30pm on Wednesday
afternoons. Afternoon Tea – Children will be
supplied with afternoon tea. Parents are more
than welcome to join us and be involved in the
afternoon of activities. If you are able to help
organise afternoon tea please see Vanessa
Nash or myself as any help would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you to all the parents and
staff who are involved in supporting the
program with the activities/supervision and/or
preparing/providing the luscious afternoon teas.
Thank you also to Loretta Cooper who is
leading our Tennis coaching. We really
appreciate your assistance Loretta.
Next year we are looking at a variety of
activities for our sessions in Terms One and
Two. Our funding application has now been
submitted and we have been assured that it will
be successful. Thank you to all the parents and
staff involved in the program for your input and
assistance.

Swimming

Swimming Lessons will take place next week
from Monday to Friday. We will leave school
each day at midday, have our lessons from
1:00 pm till 2:00 pm and return to school by
the end of school time. Travel will be by a 25
seater bus. I have to attend a termly School
Education Directors’ Meeting on the
Wednesday, and have organised for Mrs
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CASSILIS PUBLIC SCHOOL
Shannon to replace me for that day, and Mrs
Tammy Nairne to drive the bus for us.

to do some reading every night.

CWA Cookie Ingredients

Last week in Science students looked at other
ways that they can help conserve the
environment. This included such things as
following the 3 R’s (reduce, reuse and recycle).
Items were sorted according to whether they
can or cannot be recycled. Predictions were
made and results were discussed and explained.

Please send in the ingredients as per last
week’s note to resupply the CWA members for
their ingredients used to produce the great
cookies made available for our Sports
Workshop. Thank you to those parents who
have already sent theirs in, this is very much
appreciated.

Kinder Transition – Term 4 2010

Well done Mrs Leman for organising and
leading these sessions of a Wednesday
afternoon. What I have been able to see of the
sessions has been very encouraging. Thank you
again to parents for bringing their children into
these afternoons. These afternoons allow the
children to get to know their new school,
teachers and classmates for next year. Our next
transition day is scheduled for this Wednesday
8 November 2010 at 1:30pm. Due to our
Swimming Program next week, the Transition
session will be at 9:30 am until 11:30 am
instead of the afternoon.

Raffles

Raffles were drawn on Friday. In the Big Room
the winner for the Good Worker Award was
Kiera Dowler and the Homework Award went to
Mathew Haydon. Congratulations to each of
you for your great efforts.

Miss Hodgson

This Friday is Miss Hodgson’s last day with us
for her Internship. I am certain all parents will
join with me in thanking Katrina for her
fantastic input in our school during her time
with us. May I take this opportunity to wish
Miss Hodgson every success for the future, in
teaching and in life generally.

K-2 News
Spelling/Homework

Science and Technology

Art

In art last week students practised recycling by
reusing old egg cartons and making them into
colourful caterpillars. The caterpillars have been
painted and will be completed in class this
week.

Health

Last week in health students learnt about why
sharing is important and the need for manners
when sharing. They then practised sharing with
each student given one coloured pencil and
being asked to complete a colouring page by
sharing their pencil with others.

Awards

The Homework award this week went to
Summer Singh and the Good behaviour award
went to Charlotte Mason. Keep up the good
work girls! The weeks have flown by and I have
come to the last of my 10 weeks of internship. I
have greatly enjoyed my time here and would
just like to thank everyone who has helped
support me over the weeks. Your help has been
much appreciated!
All the best for the week ahead.
Katrina Hodgson,
Intern

School Calendar

Thursday November 11

This week, due to our Digital story telling
workshop, the children will have no spelling or
sound homework. The children will be involved
in the workshop for 3 days and it would
become quite difficult to do activities in class to
support the learning of their spelling words.
However, to get your homework sticker each
night and your name in the raffle you will need

Friday, November 12
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11am
Remembrance
Service
Nitbusters
10am - Rob Farley
(School Education
Director) visiting
Miss Hodgson’s last
day with us.

ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
K/1 at Saint Joseph’s had a visit from our
buddies that are coming to our school next
year. We took them on a tour of our school,
read a story in our library and visited the
church. It was great to see them again and we
are looking forward to their next visit! We
have been busy participating in essential
moves activities which are designed to relax
and stimulate us so that we can work hard.
And work hard we have. Along with essential
moves we have been dancing in PD/H/PE,
running a K/1 shop and learning about heavy
and light in maths, expanding our knowledge
of the weather, and expanding our knowledge
of wet and dry environments (after going on
our excursion to the wetlands last term). We
have also been creating wonderful works of
art, writing information reports, and doing our
usual SWELL and reading groups.
Works of
Art, by
Damian,
Charles
and
Claudia F
We are talking about art and it is for our
calendars. We used pastels to do pictures of
lily pads. Some lily pads had flowers, and
some of the lily pads had no flowers. We
talked with Mrs Whale about colours we could
use. She told us that we could use white
because it would stand out in the blue water.
After we drew the lily pads, Miss Lasker put a
blue wash on it. The white flowers stayed
white.

Weather in our World, by Jorji, Camdyn and
Caitlin
In science we
are
learning
about weather.
There can be
different kinds
of
w ea t her .
There are four
s e a s o n s ,
s u m m e r ,
autumn, winter and spring. There can be
thunder and lightning in storms. Normally
before it rains
it is really,
really hot. It
can be sunny
in
summer
and foggy and
snowy
in
winter.
In
autumn
the
leaves change
colour.
In
spring there are lots of flowers. We painted a
rainbow and made some pictures of clouds,
stars, the sun and the moon. Photo by Claudia
F
Wetlands versus the Desert, by Chloe, Jemma
and Claudia P-O
We are doing wet and dry environments in K/1.
We went to the wetlands and went through a
really wet path. There was a puddle and there
were eels. We also learnt about deserts. The
wetlands are a wet environment. The desert is
a dry environment. There is not much rain in
the desert.

Maths- Mass and our K/1 Shop, by Emily, Piper
and Kyarne

K/1 Friend
Tree,
by
Nicole and
Lauren
We made a
friend tree
in religion.
We
have
lots
of
friends
in
K/1 and we

In maths we learnt about heavy and light. This
is called mass. We also made a K/1 shop. Mrs
Peebles taught us about our different money
and we have been using the money for maths.
In the K/1 shop we have been using money to
buy and sell things. We have shapes, glue
sticks, and shells to sell. We did worksheets as
well.
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ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
make sure our friends don’t get hurt by trying
to be kind and caring like Jesus. We wrote our
class members names and decorated it. We put
it up around our tree from our play. It has
everyone’s picture on it. We are all friends in
K/1.
Interesting Information Reports, by Sophie and
Damian
We have been writing information reports about
dolphins. Dolphins live in the ocean. Dolphins
are a blue-grey colour. They eat fish and other
small marine creatures. Dolphins move by
swimming. They can also jump out of the water
to breathe. The female dolphins have baby
dolphins and feed the baby dolphin milk. This
means that dolphins are mammals. Dolphins are
very intelligent animals. People can train them.
Mrs Whale helped us type up our information
report and we put a picture on it too.
Coming up later in our term we are looking
forward to swimming lessons, our swimming
carnival (where we will get to see our friends
from Saint Joseph’s Denman), more visits from
our new kinder friends, and Christmas themed
activities. We have a lot of fun stuff coming up
and we are eager to get started!!

Miss Lasker and Mrs Peebles
Awards
Congratulations to the following award winners.
K: Charles Brazier: Fantastic effort at spelling
‘slept’ correctly on his own
1: Kyle Edens-Rosa: Fabulous effort in writing
‘k’s in his handwriting.
2: Clancy Moore: for working well in Art groups
3: Hannah Riley: for great results in Spelling
activities.
4: Riley Deasy: for excellent work in Addition
and Subtraction
5: James Hagley: for an outstanding effort in
his research on a convict.
5: Brydie Moore: for a fantastic factual
description on the Australian Bushland and for
being a wonderful class member.
6: Georgia Cameron: for taking pride in her
work and trying hard in everything that she
does.
Principal’s Award
Thomas Nairne: for his helpful, friendly
assistance when needed.
Mackenzie Lean: For her beautiful manners and
friendly smile.
Jemma Grady: for her fabulous listening skills
and information sharing.
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION
Preschoolers cooking Spinach Quiche with
their own fresh produce
We had lots of
helpers today.
We
took the opportunity,
when
the
rain
temporarily stopped
on Monday, for some
of us to get shoes on
and sneak out with
Miss Jess to pick
some of our lovely

Thomas, Jack and Josie all took their work very
seriously. Snipping up ham instead of paper
was challenging, but fun! It flopped about.

f r e s h
spinach.
Ava, Darcy,
S a m ,
Jyseon,
Maddison,
Clayton and Matthew all helped to pick some
from our Pre-school vegetable plot.
Indoors, interest was high
already as a group gathered
at the double tables.
A x u l
greased
the
pan
w h i l e
others
u s e d
scissors to begin snipping
up some ham.

Thomas’s friends look on, as he works, eager to
participate too.
Closeby, at another table, Miss Jess watches on
as the children do an incredible job of finely
chopping, tearing the spinach into amazingly
fine pieces. Here they are at work……….…
Matthew, Jyeson and Darcy all lend a hand.
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION
Next step was to get
some children busy
cracking eggs. Everyone
was keen to try. Here we
see Hannah, Jack and
Paddy, Jye and Darcy,
each doing a very
professional job on their
egg
cracking.
Surprisingly, very little
shell made it into the
bowl.

The
children
were
so
confident and
independent, it
was great to
just stand back
and
watch.
Many told us
they had never cracked an egg before. You’d
never know!
Next,
our
s p i n a c h
choppers,
Matthew, Sam
and Clayton,
bring
over
their fantastic
w o r k .

Chopped so finely, I
don’t think I could have
done a job quite so
good myself! As you
can see, they were very
proud of their efforts.

Jack, Paddy, Matthew and
Sam ensure that all our
ingredient go in…It was
very simple, in fact, we had
no recipe. It was just lots of eggs (lots of
children wanted a turn to crack them), spinach,
ham and some rice milk. Jack lends a hand at
mixing, then into the baking tray with the help
of Jyeson and Maddison. As traditional with Miss
Leah, we blew our work a kiss and off into the
oven it went.
Pretty soon, Ava
and I could smell
our quiche, telling
us it was ready to
come out of the
oven.
The
test,
though,
was in the
eating. Only
3 out of 19
children
didn’t eat it,
and many
came back
for seconds and even thirds! So much for
children not eating spinach!!!!!! There was not
one piece left on the plate.
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MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION
Orientation Day For Merriwa Pre-school
Have you received a letter in the mail inviting
you to our Orientation Day on Friday 26
November? If so, we ask you to please phone
the Pre-school no later than Friday 12
November to let us know of your attendance.
If you would just like further information,
please give us a call. 6548 2083
Do you have Friday 26 November marked on
your calendar? It’s Merriwa Pre-school
Orientation Day for all our new little Preschoolers and their parents.

Families
are
more
than
welcome
to
h
e
l
p
themselves to
some of our
lovely
fresh
produce.
We
can supply a bag. As you already know from
the Pre-school fruit we sell, food from Preschool always tastes good, and better than
what you may have at home. If your children
are not big vegetable eaters, why not take
some home, and give them the job of chopping
or tearing it up. Involving children is a great
way to generate interest – even in spinach!
You’d be most welcome, and I’m sure your
child would love it.

Here are some of the children’s comments :

Thomas quickly finished : “Yum!”
Axul : “Good.”
Jyseon : “Cheese” (Even though there was no
cheese in it.)
Jack L : “Good. Yum.”
Jye B : “It’s like scrambled eggs.” (licking his
lips)
Rosemaree : “Delicious.”
Maddison : “Me too.”
Thomas H : “I want some more.”
Rosemaree : “I’m already finished.”
Josie : “A lot of people want some.” (In
relation to having seconds.)
Jack S : “Good. It’s chocolate.”

On Friday 26 November we would like to
welcome you and your child to our Orientation
Day. This is a morning where children who
are enrolled for 2011 (they will have already
received a letter in the mail) and their
parents/ carers are invited along to Pre-school
at 9.30am.
A quick checklist of what you’ll need to bring
along on the day:
Your completed enrolment form (please drop
in prior to the day to pick up another if you
have misplaced yours.)
Your child’s blue book with up to date
immunizations.
Your current health care card and completed
affordability form.
An individual photograph of your child for
their portfolio.
A photograph of your child’s Dad or Grandpa
or other significant male figure for our display.
We aim to make Dads feel just as welcome as
Mums.
A small donation eg serviettes, tissues, baby
wipes, envelopes.
Your child’ original birth certificate.
Your current driver’s licence.
Annual Enrolment Fee of $90 (part of this will
be refundable with Parent Reward Points
which be explained on Orientation Day.)
The day will start at 9.30am and we will
provide a small morning tea for you. We hope
to be finished around 11.30am. We will
provide a light morning tea. Activities will be
provided for children.

Staff of Merriwa Pre-school
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 4 November 2010
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE
After School and Vacation Care
Catering for 5 – 12 year olds
We are busy organising activities for the
January school holidays. As it stands, it looks
like we will have 3 “special” activity days this
time around. We are hoping to have two incentre special days and one out of the centre.
We will let you know more details as it gets
closer to the holidays.
Our T-Ball afternoons have been a huge
success. The children’s batting and catching
skills are improving greatly. It is great to hear
the children cheer each other on as they run
around the field. Brydie said “I thought it
would be boring but it was really fun”.

What is on at MAC next week?
Fruit is served at every afternoon tea.
We will be working on our Christmas Craft all
week.
Monday – Noodles
Tuesday- Sausage Rolls
Wednesday- Rice Cakes/Saos
Thursday- Spaghetti/Baked Beans/Toast
Friday- Sandwiches.
MAC Photo of the Week

Christmas Party
We have chosen Thursday 9 December as our
party day. We will have limited places so
please give us a call if you want to book your
child in for the afternoon.
Pupil Free Days
Some eager parents are planning well in
advance and have asked if MAC will be open
on the two pupil free days at the end of the
year. Yes, we will be open on Thursday 16
and Friday 17 December. We will be treating
these days as per vacation care guidelines –
open from 8.30am (8.15 by prior
arrangement) until 6pm. We know it might
seem ages away but from past experience we
know how quickly the term passes by so it is
not too early to book your children in for one
or both of these days.
The centre will then be closed from Monday
20 December until Tuesday 4 January 2011.

Great shot Damian!!

Activity Centre CRN
(Afterschool Care) is
Giaan
Celebrated her
7th Birthday in
Pre-Schools new
cubby house.
55501702K and Vacation Care is
55501408J.
There is also the potential for working mothers
to receive up to 50% of the fees outlaid back in
their tax returns.
Did you know your child can attend MAC
for as little as $3 per session? Contact
Centrelink to find out your child care benefit
(CCB).
See you next week
Jill, Julie and Staff
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ANGLICAN NEWS
Rev’d Mandy appointed Upper Hunter MDO

At Synod Bishop Brian Farran announced that
Rev’d Mandy will become the Ministry
Development Officer for the Upper Hunter in
the new year. She will be MDO .5 and Merriwa
Parish Priest .5, which means she will only be
with us 3 days per week. This will necessitate
changes in our parish life which are still being
negotiated and will be announced in the near
future.

Family Service

There will be a Family Service on Saturday 13
November at Holy Trinity commencing at 5pm.
Please come along and bring the children, or
grandchildren and a plate of food to share after
the service.

Trinity Markets

A reminder that while all goods are very
acceptable at Trinity Markets please make sure
they are clean and in good working order. All
volunteers at Trinity Markets are invited to the
RSL Club on Wednesday 17 November at 4pm
for a short meeting followed by Christmas
drinks (buy your own) and nibbles.

If you would like a lift or directions, please
contact Rev’d Mandy, 6548 2218.

Parish Christmas Party

Please save the date of Saturday 4 December
for the service of 9 Lessons & Carols followed
by the Parish Christmas Party. The Guild will
provide a ham if everyone could please bring a
plate of either other meat, salad or a sweet.
Please bring your own drinks. Everyone is
welcome.

Dates for your Diary

November 13 Family Service 5pm at Holy
Trinity
November 17 Trinity Markets Christmas drinks
and nibbles
November 27 Men’s Breakfast 7.30am at the
Parish Hall
November 27 Bush Picnic and Eucharist at
“Eagle’s Drift”
December 4 9 Lessons & Carols followed by
the Parish Christmas Party

Sentence of the Week

May the Lord of peace himself give you peace
at all times in all ways.

2 Thessalonians 3.16

Visit to Merriwa by Brother Joseph

Brother Joseph from the Franciscan Monastery
at Stroud will visit Merriwa on Saturday 27 and
Sunday 28 November to speak to the Men’s
Breakfast and then at the Sunday services.
From a difficult past, as an ex-serviceman and
bike lover, Br Joseph has been called to be a
Franciscan Friar (monk). He looks forward to
being with us and telling our parish his story.

Quote of the Week

God has a history of using the insignificant to
accomplish the impossible. And Jesus looking

upon them said, With men it is impossible, but
not with God” for with God all things are
possible.
Mark 10.27
Events for this Week

Men’s Breakfast

The next Men’s Breakfast will be held at the
Parish Hall on Saturday 27 November
commencing at 7.30am. Br Joseph will be the
Guest Speaker. All men are invited to come
along and enjoy his company, a delicious
breakfast and fellowship.

Bush Picnic and Eucharist

On Saturday 27 November there is to be a Bush
Picnic and Eucharist at Ted and Jenny Finnie’s
property “Eagles’ Drift” especially for the new
confirmees and anyone else who may wish to
attend. Fr Michael Davies will give the address
and Br Joseph will also be there. Please bring a
plate of food to share for lunch and soft drinks.

Friday 12 November 10am Eucharist at Holy
Trinity
11am Eucharist at
Gummun Place
Saturday 13 November Family Service at Holy
Trinity 5pm
Sunday 14 November 9am Eucharist at Holy
Trinity
11am Eucharist at St
Columba’s Cassilis
Please come and join us.
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RENEWABLE WIND
Growth Market

Far from being an industry in decline, a mistake
or a ‘terribly expensive disaster’ the wind
industry, as with all renewable industries is and
will be a growth market in our carbon
constrained future.
The World Wind Energy (WWE) organisation
reports robust growth in the first half of 2010,
with approximately 16 GigaWatts of new
capacity added worldwide. In 2009 the WWE
Annual Report states “wind power showed a
growth rate of 31.7%, the highest rate since
2001, and that wind turbines globally are
generating 340 TWh per annum, equivalent to
the total demand of Italy … and … equalling
2%
of
global
consumption”http://
www.wwindea.org/home/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=266&Itemi
d=43

Danish experience

Denmark remains a leading nation with regard
to wind energy, reinforced in an August 2010
South Australian government lecture given by
Peter Jorgensen, Vice President of the Danish
national transmission system operator,
Energinet.dk - an independent public enterprise
owned by the Danish state.

a much quoted statement by Aase Masden
(Chair of Energy Policy - Denmark) that “wind is
a terribly expensive mistake”. And, although, it
is true that Danish energy is expensive, Danes
pay hefty taxes on their energy with 56% of the
cost reported as being VAT, tax and carbon tax
(www.wind-works.org).

South Australia

The latest figures and news from South
Australia indicate that this state is leading the
way in regard to renewable energy. In 2009 an
ambitious State renewable energy production
target of 33% by 2020 was announced. And,
with only 8% of Australia’s population the state
has around 48% of the nation’s wind capacity
(at August 2010).

Risk

As with all technology and industry, there are
risks involved with wind energy. Prudent risk
management requires a thorough assessment
of possibilities and a hierarchy of risk
elimination and mitigation procedures to be
implemented. Not to do this would be negligent.

Jorgensen indicated that the long term vision of
Danish Energy Policy is to be fossil fuel
independent and to plan for a possible 50%
integration of wind power. (http://
www.renewablessa.sa.gov.au/files/lecture--integration-of-wind-power-in-the-danish-energy
-system.pdf).

Similarly, as with many forms of employment
there have been injuries and accidents during
the construction and operation of wind turbines;
lightning strikes, fires, falling from heights are
some often mentioned. However, the risk is
minimal. Only two fires, over the past two
decades of operating wind turbines in Australia
have been reported, neither of which resulted in
uncontrollable fires. (https://www.tai.org.au/
file.php?file=discussion_papers/DP91.pdf) .

In fact, a broad collation of centre right parties
entered into a comprehensive energy
agreement that renewable energy should cover
20% of Danish energy consumption in 2011.
” (www.wind-works.org). This does not support

Additionally, lightning strikes, which can never
be completely avoided, have been minimised
through technological developments and their
consequences curtailed with state of the art
monitoring.
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High standards

Maintaining high standards for skills training
and occupational health and safety within the
renewable industry, whether wind, solar, wave,
geothermal or bioenergy will require forward
planning.

Are we prepared?

This was a question asked of the Clean Energy
Council, who responded “Australia needs to
implement new workforce and training
strategies if the country is to achieve its
renewable energy targets. The clean energy
industry is projected to expand significantly
over the next decade but this is dependent on
the availability of a skilled workforce” http://
www.cleanenergycouncil.org.au/cec/
resourcecentre/reports.html
Erring on the cautious side, research conducted
by the Clean Energy Council estimates that
there are “currently more than 10,300
employees in the renewable energy industry.
Conservative projections show these
employment numbers need to more than
double over the next decade, with 2020
workforce requirements being estimated at
more than 24,000 jobs.”
Of the wind energy companies surveyed by the
Clean Energy Council, 40% reported skills gaps
in their industry. Of these, 75% indicated that
there was currently a lack of suitably skilled
technicians/installers. The results also indicated
that 60% of wind energy companies have
difficulty finding suitably trained staff to carry
out renewable energy-related work.

there could be close to 80 direct jobs possible
for the Upper Hunter Precinct. Additionally, solar
arrays both small and medium, and small wind
turbines will continue to be installed as people
look to reduce both their energy consumption
and energy costs. As one local put it “even a
dozen extra workers and their families in town
would make a big difference”.
There is a need, however, to both skill up the
existing workforce and to attract appropriately
skilled workers to the region, particularly in the
electrical sector.
Whether or not this significant potential
employment and accompanying social and
economic benefits remain within local
communities will depend on the willingness of
each regional area to embrace opportunities and
plan for new economies as we transit into a
sustainable energy future.

Andy Hughes - Capital Wind Farm

Job opportunities

With a conservative estimate of even 500 MW
(say 250 x 2MW) of potential wind power in the
Upper Hunter precinct and one technician per 7
wind turbines, plus ancillary services on site,

Pauline Dunne
Regional Coordinator
Upper Hunter Renewable Energy Precinct
pauline.dunne@environment.nsw.gov.au
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TRINITY MARKETS
Hello and welcome to more news from Trinity
Markets, your favourite op shop.

customers certainly appreciate it and it makes a
very pleasant workplace.

Bargains! From today until next Thursday
(November 18) you can pick up a brilliant
bargain at Trinity Markets. Fill a bag with
women’s, men’s or children’s clothes, for just
$5.00! It’s amazing what you can fit into a bag why not come in and see for yourself? It’s not
often you find so much for so little.

If you buy something at Trinity Markets and
find it’s not exactly what you wanted, please
bring it back and we will be happy to exchange
it. Unfortunately we cannot give you a cash
refund.

Videos at 50 cents - you can’t go past them!
Those films you enjoyed and haven’t seen for a
while, you could find in our latest video
consignment, now on the shelves.
Do you need a mattress in top condition? We
have two that come from really good homes, so
call in to the shop or phone 6548 2323 for more
details.
All volunteers please note - we will meet on
Wednesday November 17, 4pm at Merriwa RSL
Club, for a Christmas get-together. Items for
discussion include Christmas opening hours and
holiday specials. See you there!

A big thankyou to all those wonderful people
who bring their donations into the shop. We
particularly appreciate nice clean goods. It is
very unpleasant to open a bag and discover
dirty, messy or damaged clothing, toys,
electrical goods etc., so please, make sure it’s
clean.
Furniture is one of our best sellers - check out
our latest octagonal table and chairs. But if
you’re thinking of donating some furniture,
before you bring it in we need to organise the
space to display it. So, please phone Olive on
6548 2323 or Jean on 6548 2492 beforehand,
and we will work out something to suit.
Cheers from Trinity Markets, where you can
“Dress for Less”.

And a big round of applause to our wonderful
volunteers who have decorated the shop and
made it so welcoming and Christmassy. Our
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MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY
Your Local Newspower Store and Office Smart
Agent
www.merriwanewsagency.com.au
0nly 45 days to go!!!
Since Christmas insists on coming every year,
and is sneaking up on us again, this article will
try to give you some ideas for presents and
ideas for decorating, cooking and other general
Christmas madness. You will find these ideas in
all future issues of the Ringer!
Anniversary Freebies!
To celebrate the 200th issue of Hot 4s is packed
with cars, cars and more cars. There is a Hall of
Fame, top cruising tips a free magazine and
even a picture disc with over 100 pics from the
vault. This is a great investment for any car
lover!
Christmas Cheer!
The latest House & Garden recognizes that
Christmas is just around the corner and is filled
with ideas for perfect present ideas, guides for
entertaining, planning the party, designing
delicious menus and decorating for the festive
season.
It’s All about Christmas!

Inside Out Christmas is a special edition

especially for the festive season. Learn the art
of floral craft and wrapping. Discover boutique
wines that everyone will love. Be inspired by
the extensive range of gift ideas. Make your
own decorations. Drool over the deceptively
simple recipes. This is the perfect magazine to
help you create the best Christmas Day ever.
888- Lowndes

The Inside Line is an overview of “the high-

speed world of a V8 Supercar legend”. This

HOME LOANS
With access to over 22 home loan
providers,
let us find the loan that is right for you.

book by Craig Lowndes, with Mark Fogarty, is
the perfect gift idea for the car lover in your
family! It looks at the triumphs as well as the
challenges, the controversial switch from Ford
to Holden, and what it is really like behind the
wheel.
The Life and Times of an American Princess…
True Grace is the “haunting celebration of a life
that ended far too soon, starring a heroine
whose dramatic star-crossed story is both tragic
and inspiring.” This look at the life of Grace
Kelly is by the acclaimed author, Wendy Leigh,
who has also written about JFK, Marilyn Monroe
and Liza Minnelli. This is an in-depth account of
a woman who was ambitious, dutiful, kindhearted, patriotic and strong woman.
Keep them occupied with old-fashioned fun!
Thomas the Tank Engine and Snakes and
Ladders have combined to create a fun game
for the youngsters. There is no need for
batteries, consuls or TVs with this game. The
board is colourful and the characters are
familiar. It is guaranteed to entertain.
Super Speed!
We have a new range of trucks in store. Not
only do you get the truck but there are also 6
cars on the back of the truck. They are available
with different colours and models. These are a
great idea for those who can never decide if
they want a truck or a car- now you can have
both!
Techno-Gadgetry!
We have a range of mobile phones available in
store. The Optus Pre-paid Nokia 2220 is a
compact phone with a slide out keypad. It also
has a camera and email access. If there is a
phone you are after and we do not have it in
store, we may be able to order it in especially
for you. Just ask our staff to look at the
catalogue of products.
Phone Cards; all cards are now available
including Telstra, Optus & Vodaphone

INSURANCE
With access to many of Australia’s top
insurance companies, why not ask as for a
quote today

Cash or Eftpos only

COMMERCIAL FINANCE
Trucks, tractors, excavators or finance for
the farm – Talk to us today

Neville and Leanne Hook

6548 2651
92 Bettington St, Merriwa
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REMINDER
The deadline for
articles and
advertisements for the
Merriwa Ringer is

Monday
12.00pm

DO YOU NEED A
HOUSECLEANER
DON’T HAVE TIME TO GET
THE HOUSE CLEAN BEFORE
GUESTS ARRIVE
WORK ALL WEEK AND
WOULD JUST LOVE TO
COME HOME TO A CLEAN
HOUSE
MOVING HOUSE AND DON’T
HAVE THE TIME TO CLEAN
THE OLD ONE

For Sale
1989 Lazer 1.6l GL
Hatch
$700 ono
Rego until Feb 2011
PJC-279
Recon. Motor
HD Clutch
New rear Shocks
Ph: 6548 2552

WELL HELP IS HERE
TMC CLEANING
SERVICES
Catering for:
General House Cleaning
Ex Rental Cleaning
Change of Homes
Other services available on
request
Call

6548 8503

Supporting Hunter Valley Producers for 37 years

This Weeks Specials

Fillet Steak $18.50/kg
Hams for Christmas $8.99/kg
Traditionally cured, Locally produced Premium leg
Get in Early, limited numbers available. Last delivery 17.12.10.

PLEASE PLACE ORDERS BY 5PM MONDAYS FOR
FRIDAY DELIVERY

For Order Forms

Ph. 65485170 or 65485008
Fax. 65485181
alexanderdownsgroup@bigpond.com
Top Quality local beef and pork delivered to the Upper Hunter every Friday.
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ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL FAIR
Only 16 days to go for St Joseph’s Merriwa
Family Fair.
When: Saturday 27 November at 3.00pm
Where: The school grounds
One of our events planned for the Fair is an
Iron Man Contest. Can you lug a bale of hay,
pull a strainer post, climb a crate carrying
something heavy? If you can then we need
you. There will be a Junior section as well as
a Senior section with a generous prize for the
winner.
After the Fair we will be dancing with Jaqui.
Tickets will be on sale throughout the day,
price is $5.00 for a single ticket or $15.00 for
a family. The music will start at 6.00pm. You
will be able to buy dinner at the dance with a
choice of hot gravy beef rolls, mini pizzas,
chicken nuggets, hot dogs and drinks can be
ordered when you buy your ticket. Dinner will
be at 7.00pm.
A reminder that as the Fair and dance is being
held at the school it is a Government
regulation that no alcohol or smoking is
permitted on school grounds.
Other fun events are: have your photo taken
with Santa; see how far you can throw a gum
boot, have your face painted, balloon animals,
buddy walkers, relay races, hoopla, sponge
throwing, pony rides. The school grounds are
looking like a garden nursery with plenty of
plants on offer. Cakes are being made. There
will be something for everyone.
We would like to thank Merriwa Hardware for
allowing us to help with his barbecue on
Saturday and selling our raffle tickets. Tickets
are being sold down the street at some local
shops and on Saturday mornings.

MERRIWA DISTRICT EDUCATION
FOUNDATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

When: Friday 12 November 2010
Where: Merriwa RSL Club
Time: 6.00 pm
Contact: Jane Hegarty 63761052
All interested parties welcome
Jane

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD' BOXES
FOR SAMARITAN'S PURSE
Our very special thanks to all the very kind and
generous members of Merriwa Community who
filled boxes with toys and other presents, and
so gave an extraordinary gift, for the
"Samaritan's Purse" to distribute to children in
need of Joy and Hope. Also thanking you for
your donations of $8 per Box towards the cost
of shipping and other expenses.
The Area Coordinator collected 79 Boxes from
Merriwa, to be delivered to "Samaritan's Purse"
in Sydney. 62 of these Boxes were packed by
Members and Friends of the Merriwa Uniting
Church including 6 from school children. What a
wonderful effort! 79 Children will now receive a
Box for Christmas as a result of Merriwa
Citizens.
Our Special thanks also to some Members of
Merriwa Community who gave generous Cash
Donations rather than packing boxes.
God Bless you all.

Jayne Cronin
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VIEW CLUB

MERRIWA MOVIE MANIA

Next month’s dinner meeting will be held at the
Royal Hotel on 25 November 7 for 7:30pm,
being our Christmas and last dinner meeting for
the year.

Annual General Meeting
Friday 12 November
10.30 am
Computer Room
MCS Secondary campus
All welcome
Contact Jane Hegarty
Ph 6548 2119
Jane

MERRIWA MEALS ON WHEELS INC.
AGM
Notice is hereby given of the AGM of the above
association to be held on Wednesday 17
November, 2010 at 2.30pm.
The meeting will be held at the integrated living
rooms in Bettington St.

Election for a new committee will be voted at
next month meeting, all positions are open for
anyone who may consider standing for a
position in 2011.
The Merriwa VIEW Club ladies are still
promoting learning locally, any donation are
kindly accepted and can be left at Max’s
Country Cuts.
Come and enjoy a delicious meal and great
company for the next month. Any interests
please call Julie Hurst on Monday 22 November
for 25 November dinner meeting.
Hope to see you all there.
Yvonne McNaught

All volunteers are urged to attend
Del Leggett
Hon Secretary

MERRIWA HOSPITAL AUXILIARY
We invite members and community to attend
our General Meeting on Friday 19 November,
2010. The meeting will be held in the Nurses
Home Conference Room, entry off McRae St.,
at 2pm. Items for discussion will be Christmas
Cheer for patients at our MPS ; organise details
for Zone Conference to be hosted by us on 11
May, 2011 ; make a date & book for the next
street stall early 2011; verify purchase of 3 x
commode shower chairs for MPS ; and hear
about the new iSTAT Machine which has been
paid for and should arrive December, January.
If you have anything you wish to discuss
about our Auxiliary or MPS give me a call. Hope
to see a good attendance on Friday 19
November at 2pm. See you there.

ASTHMA FOUNDATION
Street Stall
Friday 19 November 2010
To commemorate the life of a great husband,
friend and father who tragically was taken on
20 November 2009 by a severe Asthma attack,
we will have a street stall to raise funds and
awareness of this awful disease that affects so
many of us.
Your contributions to this great cause would be
greatly appreciated – we will have the usual
street stall goodies of cakes, scones, jams etc,
a 100 Club and a multi-prized raffle, as well as
plants, books, DVDs and much more.
Since last year we have raised over $4000 for
the Asthma foundation so it will be good if we
can keep up the good work.
Thank you very much
Edith Shipway

Elaine Sparrow
(Secretary) 65488560

The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and anyone
wishing to advise of a special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this free service,
please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays.
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MERRIWA RED CROSS
The members of Merriwa Red Cross would like
to thank all those who supported our recent
Street Stall. A sum of $603.45 was raised and
your support was gratefully appreciated.
The winners of the 100 Club were
1st
Jill Inder
2nd Dianne Mitchell
3rd Donna Binks
The Raffle was won by Olive Hancock.
Merriwa Red Cross will be holding the last
meeting for the year on Tuesday 16 November
2010 at the RSL Club at 2.00 p.m.
Members of the community are always
welcome. Would members kindly bring a
plate to share for a Christmas Afternoon Tea.
Philomena Constable
Liaison Officer

CAROLS IN THE PARK
The Combined Churches of Merriwa
invite you to “Carols in the Park”
7pm Sunday 19 December 2010
At Apex Park.
Ron Campbell

MERRIWA SENOR CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
Our Christmas Luncheon will be held in the RSL
club’s auditorium on Sunday 28 November from
about 12 noon for a 12.30 luncheon.
Cost is $13.50 per member or $20 for nonmembers. Raffle (hamper) $1.00 per ticket and
lovely lucky door prizes. Exchange of gifts not
exceeding $5
This is always a special festive occasion so
please come and enjoy fellowship.
Numbers are required for catering so please let
me know by 23 November

IN MEMORY
CARLA RAE GOLDING
(TOWLER)

11-11-2009
You were taken from us so suddenly
We didn’t have time to say Goodbye
But all we have left
Are wonderful memories that last forever
Miss you Dearly
Mum, Dad & Family

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM NSWFB
STATION 393 MERRIWA
Great News! The New South Wales Fire
Brigades have reviewed their three kilometre
proximity policy for potential Retained Fire
Fighters and made changes. You can now join
the Merriwa Brigade if you live within a ten
kilometre radius of the fire station.
We are supposed to have a crew of twelve in
Merriwa, and currently have a crew of only
seven to protect your property and the
infrastructure of our town.
Please pick up the phone now and enquire
about becoming a member of your local
Brigade.
Contact:
Acting Captain Annie Rodgers:
0408482778

MERRIWA RINGER COMMITTEE MEETING
Merriwa Ringer Committee
Wednesday, 17 November,
Secondary Office.

meeting next
2pm at the
Darren Noonan

LOST
1 square Aluminium Lamington tin. Left at the
Sports Club after the Merriwa Junior Rugby
League Presentation day. Holds sentimental
value. Please phone 6548 2692

Mary O’Neill
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Council Office Hours
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
Enquiries—6548 2109

AMENDED FEES & CHARGES
2010/11

Environmental Services
Health and Building Surveyors
Available Wednesdays by
appointment, phone 6548 2109
Director Environmental Services
Available by appointment, phone
6540 1136
RTA Agency
Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm
Enquiries—132213
Waste Depot
Merriwa
Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday &
Monday (unless otherwise advised)
8am to 12noon & 1pm to 4pm
Cassilis
Every Saturday (unless otherwise
advised) 8am to 4pm
Libraries
Merriwa Branch
Tue -10.30am—12.30pm
Wed - Fri - 1.00pm—5.00pm
Sat - 9.00am—11.00am
Enquiries—6548 2207
Cassilis Branch
Wed - 10.30am—1.00pm
Fri - 3.00pm—5.30pm
Enquiries—6376 1295
Government Access Centre
Monday to Friday 9am—4pm
Enquiries—6548 2109
Visitor Information
& Resource Centre
Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
Saturday and Sunday 10am—
12.30pm and 1pm—3.30pm
Also a Centrelink Access Point

Upper Hunter Shire Council has made some proposed
amendments to its 2010/11 Fees and Charges. The original Fees &
Charges were adopted by Council as part of its Delivery Program &
Operational Plan 2010/11 – 2013/14. The amendments are minor in
nature and include library charges under the changed library
arrangements within Upper Hunter Shire.
The Fees & Charges will be on public exhibition until close of
business on Friday, 3 December 2010.
Exhibition of these Fees & Charges will provide an opportunity
for members of the community to make a written submission to Council
in regard to the Fees & Charges.
Submissions are invited and should be directed to the General
Manager:
Mail: PO Box 208, Scone 2337
Fax:
(02) 6545 2671
Email: council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au
The closing date for submissions is 3 December 2010. Council
will consider the submissions at its meeting to be held on 20 December
2010.
If you would like additional details or clarification with regard to
the Fees & Charges please contact Council’s Director Corporate
Services, Mr Steve Pryor, on (02) 6540 1123.

DRAFT ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT &
TOURISM STRATEGIC
PLAN
Council invites members
of the Merriwa community to
attend a presentation on the
UHSC Draft Economic
Development & Tourism Strategic
Plan. The plan focuses on the
future of our Shire - the overall
economy and tourism. Comments
on the Plan will be invited.
MERRIWA Monday 15 November - 6pm till
7.30pm – RSL Board Rooms,
Bettington Street, Merriwa
Contact: Tess Hynes

Enquiries— 6548 2607

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 4 November 2010

CLOSURE OF GATES
Merriwa Little Athletics
wish to advise that the gates
located between No. 1 and No. 2
ovals will be closed Mondays
from 5.30pm to 7.30pm through
term 4 of 2010 and term 1 of
2011.

CLAIM THE DATE!
Merriwa Festival of the
Fleeces is having a Street Stall
17 December . It will also be
when the Christmas Raffle will
be drawn—TV & DVD package
for $2 per ticket. Your support
would be appreciated!
Anyone interested in
donating cooking or stall time,
please contact Tina Taylor on
6548 2607.
Page 31

AUSTRALIA DAY
NOMINATIONS FOR 2011
ARE NOW OPEN!!
Nominations for the 2011
Australia Day Awards are now
open. This is your chance to nominate someone who
makes you proud!
The categories have been revamped this year
and the 2011 categories for the Merriwa District are
as follows:
 Citizen of the Year awarded to a resident
(individual or couple for the Merriwa district) who
is an inspirational role model and has made a
significant contribution to the community in either
a paid or unpaid capacity.
 Young Citizen of the Year awarded to a
resident under the age of 25 (as at 26 January
2011) who is an inspirational role model and has
made a significant contribution to the community.
 Community Group of the Year awarded to a
group or team within each district that has made
an outstanding beneficial contribution over the
past year. This may include staging a noteworthy
event in the community, an outstanding sporting
achievement by a team, or enhancing community
spirit and pride through providing opportunities
for participation and cooperation.
 Achiever of the Year awarded to a resident/s
(no more than two people) within the Merriwa
district who has notably achieved in general or in
a particular field. This may include a sporting,
community, professional or school achievements.
 Sustainability in Business awarded to a
business within the Merriwa district which is an
inspirational role model in demonstrating best
practice. This includes agricultural,
manufacturing, financial, retail and all other types
of business.
 Environmental Achievement awarded to a
resident/s within the Merriwa district who is an
inspirational role model in protecting and
enhancing the environment.
Nomination forms will be posted to residents
with their rate notices and are also available at the
Upper Hunter Shire Council Merriwa Office and the
Resource Centre or download from Council’s website
http://upperhunter.local-e.nsw.gov.au/council/
1922/6135.html.
This is your chance to acknowledge the
efforts of people in our community and thank them for
their hard work!

NATIONAL AUSTRALIA DAY
COMPETITIONS!
LIVING AUSTRALIAN
Calling all proud Aussies to join in, get
creative with your camera and showcase how you
are a Living Australian. Stamp your way into Aussie
history where the winning image will be featured on
an Australia Post stamp.
Australians are encouraged to explore the
theme of 'Who We Are' as a nation through
showcasing how they live as Australians everyday.
Entries are to be submitted through the four
categories below:
1. Community
2. Pride
3. Family & Mates
4. Freedom
Competition Details
This Competition runs from the 1
September 2010 until 3 December 2010.
Public voting commences 21 December
2010. You decide who wins.
The collection of photographs entered in the
competition will become part of our history and can
be viewed by generations of Australians.
Reel Australia
Create a 2 minute film capturing ' What is
the Reel Australia?' Your film should ultimately
showcase Who We Are as a nation. It could be
about what we wear, what we say, where we go,
how we play…it's up to you! Entries close 3
December 2010
Competition Details
This Competition runs from the 1
September 2010 until 3
December 2010. Voting starts
now.
You will be judged by award
winning Australian directors
and acclaimed actors and
you could win $5,000 and
much more!
Enter Now by visiting
www.aussievault.com.au
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COMMUNITY BUILDERS
GRANTS PROGRAMME
Department of Human Services, Community
Services
A funding program for projects that aim to
build strength and capacity within communities and
enhance their ability to manage issues and
respond to change.
APPLICATIONS OPEN: 1 November 2010
APPLICATIONS CLOSE: 8 December 2010
Community builders
Upper Hunter Shire Council
INFORMATION SESSIONS
MURRURUNDI: Wednesday, 10 November
4.00pm Library Meeting Room, 47 Mayne Street,
Murrurundi
Contact: Heather Ranclaud, ph 6546 6205
MERRIWA: Wednesday, 10 November
6.00pm Council Chambers, Vennacher St, Merriwa
Contact: Phoebe Richard, ph: 6548 2109
SCONE: Thursday, 11 November
6.30pm Scone Administration Centre, 135
Liverpool St, Scone
Contact: Kerri Cone, ph: 6540 1141
www2.communitybuilders.nsw.gov.au/2433_4.html

MERRIWA CHRISTMAS
STREET PARTY
Thursday 9 December 2010
4:30pm – 7:30pm
The Christmas Party will be held again this
year on Bettington Street, with the street being
closed from Vennacher Street through to Bow
Street from 3:30pm – 8:30pm. There will be loads
of fun for everyone in the community, including
jumping castles and other inflatable activities, visit
from Santa and late night shopping. Flyers &
posters with more information out soon!!
This event has previously been made
possible through sponsorship from local business.
If you are a local business or community member
wishing to support this event please
contact Tess, Phoebe or Justine at
Council or make payments to Upper
Hunter Shire Council which has kindly
auspiced the funds for the event again
this year.

WANTED: VOLUNTEER BUS DRIVERS
FOR OCCASIONAL EXCURSIONS
Upper Hunter Shire Council is calling on
volunteers to drive the Community Bus! You may only
be needed once a year but without your help the
Youth Group, schools or Hostel may not be able to go
on their excursion!
If you have a bus licence and would be willing
to volunteer your time for any bus bookings for which
our regular bus drivers are not available, please
contact Phoebe on 6548 2109.

Don't forget the Community Bus is available
for private hire! Call Council for bookings!
LOCAL HALLS AVAILABLE FOR
CHRISTMAS PARTIES
The festive season is fast approaching so it is
time to start planning your Christmas parties!
The School of Arts Hall, Settlement Hall and
Cassilis Community Centre are all available for hire.
Full kitchen facilities are available in all the
halls making them the perfect venues for Christmas
gatherings!

and Cassilis Community Centre has a
brand new kitchen …….
Council would like to announce the
completion of the new kitchen at Cassilis Community
Centre. The hall is now fully equipped to cater for
large functions with a new stove top with range-hood,
two ovens, fridge and stainless steel preparation
areas.
The kitchen was funded by the Department of
Human Services with Council covering the costs
above this grant amount.
Council would like to thank Neil Hunt, Danny
Gleeson and CJ & JM Vero & Sons for all their hard
work in completing the kitchen. It looks fantastic!
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UPPER HUNTER LANDSCAPE GUARDIANS
As Victoria and South Australia build more wind
farms, it is worth thinking a little more about
them if NSW is headed the same way:
Wind towers are already considered obsolete
technology and wind farms are essentially a
‘stop-gap’ mechanism until it is politically
acceptable to develop something more
permanent. Perhaps consideration should be
given to solar thermal and/or nuclear power –
for which (latter) Australia apparently has
about 40% of the world’s raw material.
The generation of power is best done in a
controlled manner to suit the demands
throughout the day. Power generated by wind
has the capacity to ravage the power grid, as it
enters the grid at unpredictable times in
unpredictable amounts, and so, the surplus has
to be dissipated immediately.
In South
Australia’s case there are more and more
towers being constructed but only a relatively
small population of power consumers, so if
there is excess power it has to be passed onto
the Victorian grid, via rather inadequate links.
Then Victoria is faced with dealing with the
excess. This flush of unpredictable power
generation occurs because basically, the wind
available to ground based towers may only be
available up to 30% of the time and at any
time.

If wind is to be considered, there is possibly a
more effective alternative – a flying electric
generator that could be capable of scaling up
to 40MW,making it nearly twenty times more
effective than the standard wind tower.
The machine flies up under electric grid power
and then tilts into the prevailing jet stream
where its rotors support it. The rotors then
produce up to 40MW constant power back
down the tether into the State grid.
(Electrically powered machines like this are
very quiet compared with liquid fuelled
helicopters with tail rotors.
The electric
machines can have pairs of rotors spinning in
opposite directions to counter the machine
revolving.)
It seems that the jet stream could be between
2km and 6km above the ground where the
wind is stronger and more importantly,
continuous. The machine is tethered to the
ground and protected from aircraft by a cone
created by a permanent radio signal in the
same way that tall bridges are protected.
The modest material dimensions and fast
installation, the minimum visual impact aloft
and less costs for repairs and maintenance
when landed, serve to make this concept more
attractive. Probably more financially attractive
too as a single unit can be so effective. Much
of the cost of wind towers is in their
foundations, construction and infrastructure –
something not required here.
Reference
School of Engineering
University of Calgary
Scientific Magazine
March 2007
Tony Bishop
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POSITION
VACANT
GARDENER
REQUIRED
FOR BARAMUL
HORSE STUD
Immediate Start
Full Time
Good Wages
Experience preferred
but not necessary
Drivers licence is a must
as accommodation will
not be provided
Please send your
resume to:
Emailbaramul@baramulstud.
com.au
or Fax- 6547 0510

Position Vacant
Merriwa Pre-School
and Merriwa Activity
Centre is seeking
additional casual Child
Care Assistants for on
-call work, possibly
with the view to
employing a suitable
part-time worker up
to 12 hours per week.
Must be 18 years of
age. Working with
children check will
apply. We are seeking
expressions of
interest.
Please phone 6548
2081 or 6548 2082
(between 2.30pm and
5pm) for details

DAY TOURS

12 Dec 2010
22 Jan 2011
26 Jan 2011
5 Mar 2011
19 Mar 2011
23 Apr 2011
30 July 2011

27 Apr 2011

1 Oct 2011

Hunter Valley Gardens Christmas Lights
Sunday Evening Spectacular. Light Supper available on
site. Adults $45 Children $35
Tamworth Country Music Cavalcade Join us for the
spectacular parade of floats and artists. Great atmosphere
always a great day out $40
Australia Day, Cruising Sydney Harbour
Luxury Cruiser; Includes Buffet Luncheon Adults $170
Children $160
Doctor Zhivago Splendid Musical based on the all time
classic. Lyric Theatre Sydney $140 P/P
Mystery Tour We can’t tell you where but it will be Great!
Includes morning tea and lunch $90
Royal Easter Show – Homebush Easter Sat. $80 Adult
$70 Conc. $70 Child
Mary Poppins Musical Capitol Theatre Sydney Saturday
matinee. The children’s classic suitable for all ages. You’ll
love it $155 P/P
EXTENDED TOURS
6 Day Victorian Alpine High Country Tour Travel via
Canberra Cooma Bairnsdale Omeo Bright Corryong
Gundagai and Oberon. Visit Myrtleford Beechworth and
Yackandandah.
11 Day Tasmanian Adventure – Secrets of Tasmania.
Spirit of Tasmania, Salamanca Markets, Historic Port
Arthur, World Heritage Cruise

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES
PH: 6547 4416 or 1800 077 099 (freecall)
CBS TRAVEL PTY LTD
Travel Agents License No 2TA5587
www.cowans.com.au
buses@cowans.com.au

Shop 1/17 Bridge Street
www.jtsrealty.com.au
Muswellbrook NSW 2333
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au
Ph: 6541 5331 Fax: 6541 0330

826 Cullingral Rd Merriwa $510,000.00
Situated on 50 acres only 9klms from Merriwa this property is
a great buy with the school bus at the front gate. The 2yr old
four bedroom brick home has two bathrooms and lovely living
areas plus guest accommodation of bedroom, ensuite, laundry
and covered entertainment area. Great Views.

25 Mackenzie St Merriwa $229,000.00
With a brand new kitchen this lovely home is in easy walking
distance to the main street and has 3 big bedrooms, an open
plan living area with polished floorboards and a paved
entertainment area overlooking the fully enclosed back yard.

32 Collins St Merriwa $270,000.00
Situated in a new subdivision this home is in excellent
condition and would suit anyone looking for a modern brick
home. With a double lock up garage this home has 3 large
bedrooms and a good sized family room plus a very nice
outdoor area. View on www.jtsrealty.com.au

34 William St Merriwa $275,000.00
Only 6 years old this lovely brick home has four large
bedrooms, two large living areas , an open plan kitchen and
tiled flooring in the kitchen/family room. A double garage and
garden shed provide ample storage.
MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 4 November 2010

Page 35

WOOLBROOK RURAL INDUSTRIES
There are many options open to us to help
solve our carbon problems. However, first I
want to emphasise that I have never claimed,
or said in these articles, that wind turbines are
the complete and only answer, the silver bullet
that will solve everything. The obvious fact is
that if the world does reach a solution it will not
be due to one factor or even a few, but many,
and amongst the most likely are wind turbines,
solar power, gas, biomass, and electric or
hydrogen powered vehicles (at least when
carbon free electricity becomes available). Also,
dare I say it, nuclear power, though I fear we
have left our run too late even if the bitter
opposition to this can be overcome as has
happened in quite a few countries. Doubtless
the most obvious part solution of all is very
simple, use less electricity, and even in our
incredibly wasteful age this appears to be
happening. Once the electricity providers urged
us to use more electricity (in other words,
increase their sales), however after Government
intervention they now say: “Energy, everybody
needs it, nobody needs to waste it”? No doubt
you have seen the skyscrapers of giant cities lit
up all through the night? Also the increasing
emphasis
on
environmentally
friendly
equipment, utensils and buildings, both
domestic and commercial? This gathering
awareness is partly because of our increasing
knowledge of the need to use less power but
also the escalating price of all forms of energy,
since what was once dirt cheap is becoming
much more expensive and will continue to do
so. Part of this increasing cost is deliberate,
such as the use of Smart Meters which charge
different rates for different times of the day.
These meters not only discourage electricity use
but also shift usage to periods of past lower
demand, thus postponing the building of new
power stations. This program is becoming more

rigid, though at Woolbrook, and no doubt some
other places, the initial effects were beneficial.
Immediately before our Smart meter was
installed we were paying about 16 cents per kW
hour for power but our habits (particularly our
pumping habits, where we changed to night
pumping as far as possible) soon changed,
which was of course the desired result, and our
cost fell to about 12 cents per kW. However it is
now back up to about 16 cents and will no
doubt go higher, in fact I have no doubt it will
exceed at least 20 cents per unit within a few
years. Another method of limiting consumption
is to allocate every household a certain number
of units per quarter at a comparatively cheap
rate, then increase the price substantially for
all further usage.
I have always enjoyed putting things considered
of little value to good use, and the nursery at
Woolbrook has largely been constructed from
second hand materials including steel, pipe,
roofing iron, timber etc. mostly obtained free or
at little cost, from demolishers, mines etc. We
have always used varying numbers of heaters
and slow combustion stoves on Woolbrook, a
relic of the old days so that our wood burners
mostly have a fair bit of age on them. We
continue using them partly because Liz likes
cooking with a wood fired slow combustion
stove (which also gives winter warmth and hot
water) with an economical microwave oven
backup, partly because of the benefit to the
environment, and lastly the ever increasing cost
saving. The wood comes from all over the
place, though only rarely from our paddocks,
for instance recently we received three free B
Double loads of timber from a wrecking job.
After removal of the corrugated iron roof and
any steel or copper fittings, the demolition had
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been done with an excavator and much of the
timber had been so broken up by its jaws that
it went straight into the heater without further
sawing. In previous times the demolition would
have been done manually and a great deal of
the timber, all good sawn lengths, salvaged.
However, in keeping with modern philosophy,
it had been cheaper to destroy the building,
timber and all, and send everything to the tip
to be buried in landfill or burnt, releasing
carbon into the atmosphere. In this case it all
came to Woolbrook, saving the landfill space
and carbon being released into the air from
burning or decomposition. It also gave us
firewood which was otherwise going to give off
carbon anyway through burning or burial, we
did not have to go and get it, and it saved the
demolisher substantial tip fees. Soon after two
more smaller loads came in from a demolition
job in the Merriwa district, done manually
because the demolishers could not get an
excavator to the job. These loads included
about 400 lengths of reusable sawn timber
measuring nine feet long and upwards and
now stored undercover for our next building
job, whenever that may be, rather than
dumped at the tip for burial or burning, plus a
large quantity of shorter lengths some of which
have already gone over the circular saw bench
and through our stove. Those of a future age
will look back in horror at our present day
incredibly wasteful practices where we often
care nothing for the future and our finite
resources but only for the present moment
where the cheapest possible option is
invariably chosen for economic reasons, and
hang the environment and the future.

GRUNDFOS PUMPS
Grundfos specialise in pumps and pumping
equipment and are perhaps the world’s largest pump
manufacturers. They make an enormous range of
every conceivable kind, including pressure pumps,
end suction, multi stage, submersibles, sump,
sewage and drainage pumps and many more, and
from very small units to giants with capacities up to
about 60,000 gallons per hour and lifts to about 400
metres with the ability to be coupled in parallel to
pump almost any quantity.

BIG OR LITTLE, TALK TO US, WE ARE
GRUNDFOS DEALERS!!!

Max Wurker
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MDPA
Have you even wanted to use public transport
to go from Merriwa to Newcastle, or Sydney,
but couldn’t face the thought of a three-hour
wait on Muswellbrook Station for the Xplorer
train?
Transcare, the Upper Hunter community bus
service provider, has come up with a solution it now runs an extra service on Wednesdays,
leaving Merriwa at 11.30am from outside the
Resource Centre in Vennacher Street.
Passengers arrive at Muswellbrook Station with
only a few minutes to wait for their train
connection.
This bus also picks up in Sandy Hollow, Denman
and points along the route. People wanting to
use it need to book at least the day before, on
1800 453 113 or 6545 3113.
Kerry Hapgood from Merriwa Post Office
recently travelled from Merriwa on the new
service, with her mother June and niece Annie
Leonard. They were bound for Bulli, on the
South Coast.

Transcare added the new service to its
timetable in August. It was a joint venture with
Merriwa District Progress Association (MDPA).
MDPA secretary, Beron Arden-Wood, said more
local residents needed to use the service to
ensure it kept going past the trial period ,which
ends in December.
“The Progress Association and Transcare have
worked really hard to get this service
happening, but if it’s not patronised we’ll lose
it,” he said.
“The whole point is to provide connections with
other public transport services such as CityRail
and CountryLink trains. It opens up a whole
new set of options for Merriwa and district
residents.”
Timetables for Transcare bus services are
available from Merriwa Post Office and Merriwa
Pharmacy.

June, who had been holidaying in Merriwa, was
impressed. “It’s saving me a three-hour wait in
Muswellbrook,” she said.
“I’ve done this trip several times and it was no
fun at all, stuck in Muswellbrook at the station
with your luggage for hours.”
There are limited luggage storage facilities at
Muswellbrook Station.
The new service begins its Wednesday route at
Muswellbrook Station, connecting with the
CityRail mid-morning train from Newcastle.
Passengers can alight at Muswellbrook and
catch the bus to Denman, Sandy Hollow or
Merriwa. Then at 11.30am the bus returns from
Merriwa to Muswellbrook.

Kerry Hapgood, mother June and niece Annie
Leonard boarding the new Transcare
Wednesday bus service at Merriwa recently,
with driver Marie Dykes. Photo: Enid Holt.

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 11 November 2010

Enid Holt

Page 38

HEADER, TRUCK AND
ROUND BALER FOR
HIRE AVAILABLE FOR
HARVEST CALL
6547 4416
(MOB) 0427 474 416

Combined Garage
Sale
22 & 18 Flaggs Rd
Merriwa
Saturday 20 &
Sunday 21
8am - 3pm

For
Hire
Silo Bagging
In-Loader
Machine
Phone
Paddy

0428 485 183

MAX’S COUNTRY CUTS
Now taking orders for Christmas.
 Delicious Leg Ham – Cooked on the bone just
$8.69kg – Smoked and cooked right here on
our premises.
 Frozen Vienami Prawns only $14.99kg
 Boneless rolled Loins of Pork
- plain or seasoned with one of our specialty
seasonings
- Apricot & Macadamia
- Mango & Pinenut
- or just a good old Traditional seasoning.
 Turkey Products
- Whole turkeys
- Ready cooked turkey breast
- Raw turkey buffet carves
 All your chicken needs including the Lilydale
free range products.
So come in or give us a call on 6548 2375
Max’s Country Cuts 131 Bettington Street
Merriwa.
Remember we are proud suppliers of Top Quality
Local beef and lamb purchased from Merriwa
producers

COOLAH AUTO SMASH
& MECHANICAL
ABN 86 058 823 162

Also known as Valley Motors Coolah

Owned and Operated by Steve & Vicki Billett

Quality Guaranteed Service

SMASH REPAIRS -FUSS FREE
with Fully Qualified Tradesman you can trust
Latest Technology and Equipment
Plastic Welding
Windscreen Installation.
Diagnostic services
On Line Quoting System ‐ Quality Products

Number 1 Choice In Smash Repairs
Over 30 years experience in the industry
18 years in Coolah Merriwa area

Ph: 6377 1192
29 Binnia Street, Coolah
valleymotorscoolah@bigpond.com
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WEAR A WHITE RIBBON ON
NOVEMBER 25
“One in three women will experience physical or
sexual violence by a man at some point in their
lives.

Upper Hunter Shire Council Mayor Lee Watts is
urging all members of the community to get
behind White Ribbon Day on November 25.
White Ribbon Day is the United Nations
International Day for the Elimination of
Violence Against Women and the White Ribbon
is the symbol to mark this day. The focus is on
making the community a safer place for women
and children.

The White Ribbon Foundation is working to
develop a culture of respect where attitudes
and behaviours that support the use of violence
are no longer tolerated, we are particularly
encouraging men of all ages to wear a white
ribbon or a wristband on November 25 to show
their commitment to ending violence against
women.” she said.
Proceeds from purchasing a White Ribbon go
towards changing community attitudes through
high impact awareness campaigns.
White Ribbon Day ribbons and wrist bands are
available at Council offices.
For more information about White Ribbon Day
visit www.whiteribbonday.org.au.
Lee Watts
Mayor

“White Ribbon Day is an example of how we
can act locally to make a difference,” Cr Watts
said.
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RECIPE OF THE WEEK
CHEESECAKE PARFAITS
Ingredients

 Use an electric beater to beat the cream






1 x 200g packet Ginger Biscuits
90g butter, melted
1 x 1kg Vanilla Flavoured Yogurt
1 x 250g light cream cheese, at room
temperature
 125ml (1/2 cup) thickened cream
 55g (1/4 cup) caster sugar
 1/4 tsp ground cinnamon
Method

cheese, cream and sugar until thick and
smooth. Divide the cream cheese mixture
evenly among the glasses. Sprinkle with the
cinnamon and place in the fridge for 30
minutes to chill. Serve.
Variations
 Chocolate & strawberry parfaits: Omit
cinnamon. Replace the ginger cookies with
chocolate biscuits. Top with sliced
strawberries and grated dark chocolate.

 Place the biscuits in the bowl of a food
processor and process until finely crushed.
Add the butter and process until combined.
Divide the biscuit mixture among four 375ml
(11/2-cup) capacity serving glasses and
press into the base of each glass.

 Divide the yoghurt among the glasses.
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CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB
Friday nights – Darts

Names to the club by 6.45pm for 7pm start
$3.00 entry per week

A TREASURE AT A BARGAIN PRICE
Is your wardrobe groaning under the strain of
unwanted, unloved and neglected clothes, or
is it screaming out for something new?
If you’re looking for a way to dispose of your
old clothes to make room for your new
wardrobe, the Scone Neighbourhood Centre is
having a gala clothes sale on Wednesday, 17
November from 5:00pm to 8:00 pm in the
exhibition room at the Neighbourhood Centre
in Liverpool Street.
“Now is a good time to sort through your
collection of shoes, bags, clothes, hats and
accessories and make room for a new and
exciting wardrobe”, said Lee Watts, Manager
of the Scone Neighbourhood Centre.
“Our clothes sale is a great way to sell what
you no longer want or need and make some
cash for those new fashions you’ve been
eyeing off or to find some treasures at bargain
prices. But more than that, it will be a fun
night out which brings neighbours together.
Anyone wanting to sell is invited to come
along – bring your friends, neighbours or
family and enjoy a few hours out away from
the TV.”
Clothes racks and tables will be available for
those who need them. To book, phone 6545
2562 and a $10 donation is asked for to sell
your items.

Friday night raffles
Meat trays, Vege trays, Schooner Draw, Joker
Draw Members Draw, Kids Raffle.
Come along and join the fun
Snack Bar is open
Zumba has arrived in Cassilis
Ditch the Work out and Join the Party!
Come along and get that Zumba body you
always wanted – and have some fun as well
Monday evenings – 6.30pm @ the Cassbowl
Children Welcome
Gold Coin donation will go towards other needs
for the Zumba sessions e.g. big screen etc.
Christmas Party
18 December
Music by Green Limousine
Watch this space for more details later
Results
Members draw - #102 - Adrian Roberts unclaimed - $65 next week.
Joker Draw - Linda - Unsuccessful - $823 next
Week.
Darts
Chook - Celia and Zoe
Chocolate - Tim and Brian
Candice O’Neill and Hilary Parker

Lee Watts
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MERRIWA RSL CLUB
The Members Lucky Badge for $1650.00 was
not won on Friday at 8.30pm the number was
133, this week it jackpots to $1700.00.
The 7pm draw for $700.00 was not won the
number was 468, this week it jackpots to
$720.00.
The 9pm lucky ticket draw for $820.00 was not
won the number was 46706, this week it
jackpots to $840.00. LTPS/10/05160
The Sunday Morning Badge Draw was not won
last week the number was 369, this week
jackpots to $700 and will be drawn between
11.30am and 1.30pm and you must be present
to win the money. LTPS/10/05160
Coming Events
Appearing early 2011 The Ultimate Bee Gees
most authentic tribute act you will ever see or
hear.

bar by midday Sunday, and you must be a
member of the Club. If you cannot remember
the serial number that’s ok there will be notices
at the bar from Friday night after the Raffles.
The club is now running a Christmas Raffle to be
drawn on Friday Night 24 December at our
Christmas Eve Raffle Night, tickets are $1.00
each with two prizes on offer:1st
2nd

a Westinghouse upright 180lt Freezer
a Victor Lawn Mower

The Bistro trading hours have now returned to
their normal times this; Lunch 11.30-2.00pm,
Dinner 6.00 - 8.30 for daylight savings.
Notice to all members re-cashing of cheques;
there is now a limit of $1000, any cheque that
exceeds this amount may be refused.

MJ MORGAN
Secretary/Manager

This week’s Lucky $5 note was not claimed the
serial number was DG 05151665, and now
jackpots to $70. The $5 note is released early in
the week and is announced on Friday night
during the raffles, and must be claimed at the
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MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB
Saturday 6 November
Saturday Members Draw 308 Not Won Next
week $210
Winners Jackpot 36516 Not Won Next week
$1100
Free Tickets Gary Anshaw
Dinner Loretta Cooper
Bowls Raffle Jeff Cronin
Sunday 31 October
Sunday Members draw No479 Next week $350
$20 one off prizes No 478 Not won & No 480
won
Transport Service is available Friday and
Saturday. Due to rising costs the Club Taxi
voucher has been increased to $3. Don’t take
the risk and drive when for $3 per person you
can be chauffeured home. To access the
transport service you must book through the
Sports Club to check availability of the service.
Bingo
Every Thursday Night commences 7:00pm
Win Sporties Vouchers $5, $20, $50 + Fruit,
Veg and meat trays
Saturday 13 November
“Ash Mountain”
Free Show

Every Wednesday at 5:00pm
Its a fun way to get fit.
All you need is a Gold Coin, a towel and a sense
of humour. Hope to see you there.
The Sporties
Chinese/Australian Restaurant
Open for Lunch and Dinner
Lunch Specials
Open 5 1/2 days
Lunch Wednesday to Sunday 12noon – 2:00pm
Dinner Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 9:00pm.
Please Note Saturday hours for lunch are
11:30am to 1:00pm
Closed Mondays reopens 5:00pm Tuesdays
For Bookings and take away ring 6548 3228

LADY BOWLERS NEWS
A very successful Gala Day was held on the 27
October.
40 players from all our District Clubs attended.
The weather was fine and the green running
well.
In the winners circle were
Aberdeen and Scone RSL.

Scone

No2,

Our Merriwa team were unlucky to miss a place
as the score went to a count back.

Saturday 11 December
Club Christmas Party
Danc ethe night away with “Chromatic D” with
International Guest Artist “Gemma Fitzgerald
Zumba
Now that the weather is warming up and
daylight savings is here, why not join us at the
Sports Club to loose those few extra kilo’s you
may have put on over winter.

Spider won by Kay Noble, Coin Norma Miller
and Ditch Jeannette Milton.
Raffle winners were Marie Hewston and Joy
Baxter
50 Club 1st Marie Hewston, 2nd Shirley Hayes
and 3rd Di McLoughlin.
Thank you to the Men’s Bowling Section for
getting the green ready for us, to our Member’s
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MEN’S BOWLS NEWS
who provided prizes and the many people who
helped on the day.
Wednesday 3 November was Veterans Day at
Scone RSL. Details next week.
Thursday 4 November we held a mufti day.
Winner were Amanda, Sheree and Dot. Raffle
won by Sheree.
Coming Up
Wednesday 17 November Christmas Party
B & JR

GOLF NEWS
Final Men’s Mug of Mugs
Winner A Kean 68 Net
Normal Comp
Winner D Taylor 63 Net
Runner Up A Kean 68 Net
Ball Comp D Vero, R Patterson, P Murray.
Nearest the Pin 4th D Taylor
9th P Murray
New Date for Men’s Foursome 13 February
2011 9:00am Start

On the board there is a sheet regarding
pennants for 2011, if you are interested in
playing put your name down – we need you.
On the board there are sheets also, if you are
interested in playing Singles, Pairs, Triples,
Fours. Also Minor Singles and Pairs for 2011,
please nominate for these Championships.
The Meeting to be held on 13 November has
been cancelled.
All the people who attended the day for the
Tennis Club enjoyed themselves. Many thanks
to everyone that turned up.
On Saturday 13 November there will be Social
Bowls at 1.00pm – Mufti dress.
A team travelled to the Manning over the
weekend 6 and 7 November, scoring 3 wins out
of 5.
Eva Towler

Quote of the Day
“I did not play”
The Butcher
The Cat
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MERRIWA PONY CLUB
Merriwa Pony Club has been approached to run
Ring 2 at the Merriwa Campdraft on Saturday
20 November.
For those who don't know, Ring 2 has hack and
riding classes and sporting events. There are
age groups for the children and open age
events for the adults. For those who are not a
member of the ABCRA you simply pay $2 for a
day membership to cover you for these events applies to both children and adults. It is not
necessary for the kids to wear pony club uniform - just neat and tidy dress. Lots of kids
wear denim jeans.
We will need some workers to help with setup
and running. The ring starts at 9.00am and
should finish approximately 2.00pm. We will
need someone to take entries etc and a couple
of pencillors for the morning events and then
pencillors, timers and people to run the sporting
events in the afternoon. It is a fun competition
day for the kids and if everyone helps out
"many hands make light work".

Keep this date in the diary and bring the kids
along on their horses to compete!
Remember to respond to the email about the
Christmas party.

Jock Grady at Cassilis Pony Club earlier in the
year
Tanya Ninness

Could those who are able to help please let
Claire know ASAP.
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NAME
Andy’s Truck Hire
B & K Family Transport

PHONE
6548 2646
0404 080 049

Bits N Pizza’s

6548 2088

Boardman Peasley Pty Ltd

6543 3600

Bricklayer Block layer

6548 2591

Cassilis Bowling Club

6376 1002

Cassilis Public School

6376 1009

Cle-Roy Contractors

6545 0459

Colles Manufactured
Homes Pty Ltd
Coolah Auto Smash &
Mechanical

NAME

PHONE
6548 2851

Merriwa Tyre & Service
Centre

6548 2078

Merriwa Catholic Parish
St Vincent de Paul

6548 2086
6548 3092

Merriwa Vet Clinic

6548 2452

Merriwa VIEW Club

6548 3179

Merriwa Central School
Primary office
Secondary office

6548 2101
6548 2119

Merriwa Youth Centre

6548 2448
6548 2635

NSW Farmers Association

6548 5150

NSW Fire Service

6548 2005

Nutt Earthmoving

6548 2004

Off The Wall Videos

6548 3188

Panorama Motor Inn

4943 3144

Papanui Open Range Eggs

6548 2493

Pep’s Rural Contracting

6548 7288

Pitt Son & Keene Elders

6548 2307

Portable Timber Mill

6547 5129

6548 2119
6548 2653

4353 3606

Merriwa Community
Bank

6377 1192

Merriwa Darts
Competition

6548 8531

Country Education
Foundation

6376 1052

Merriwa District Health
Association

6548 2653

Cowan’s Buses

6547 4416

Merriwa District
Progress Assoc

6548 2948
6376 1165

Craig McPherson Haulage

6548 2663

Cross Country Merriwa

6548 2106

Curls & Swirls

6548 2499

Merriwa Junior League
& Netball

Curtis, Gant & Irving

6543 2433

Merriwa Little Athletics

6548 2446

D&L Upholstery

6548 5119

6548 2352

Di’s Clothing Patch

6548 3023

Merriwa Magpies Rugby
League Football Club

El Dorando Motel

6548 2273

Merriwa Newsagency

6548 2031

Festival of the Fleeces

6548 2109

Greentree Roger

0408175028
0417 448 169

PHONE

Merriwa Cakes &
Pastries

Merriwa Central School
P&C Association

Good Looks Nail & Beauty

NAME

Merriwa Engineering

0427 476 085 R & M Moore
Rural Services
0447 035 694
Rockwell Livestock &
Property Pty Ltd

9327 5653

Royal Hotel (The)

6548 2235

Russell’s Earthmoving

6548 2246

Scott Witton Building

Merriwa Petroleum & Ag
Supplies

6548 2071

6548 5100
0427 485 100

Rosto Pty Ltd

0409 015 678 Rural Fire Service

Merriwa Painting &
Decorating

6548 2992

1800 081 166
0427 761 169

Shearers Quarters (The)

6548 2509

Sporting Shooters Assn

6548 7201

St David’s Uniting Church

6548 5153

St Joseph’s Primary School

6548 2035

Stokes Dr Bronwyn
After Hours

6532 5013
6532 5000

Tash Holden
Communications

6548 5059

Telfer Rural Fencing

6760 8322

Trinity Markets

6548 2323

Gummun Place Hostel

6548 2111

Merriwa Pharmacy

6548 2213

Hanckel Hay Sales

6548 5168

Merriwa Pony Club

6548 8561

Hair Indeed

6548 2666

Merriwa Post Office

6548 2042

Hidden Valley Homestead

6548 8588

6548 2083

Hi-Tech Concrete

6547 2416

Hose n Round

6547 2215

Merriwa Pre-School &
Kindergarten
Association

Hunter Central Rivers
Catchment Authority

6542 4426

Merriwa Race Club

6548 5182

Hunter Mutual

6548 2651

Merriwa RSL Club
Restaurant

6548 2157
6548 2295

IGA— Merriwa

6548 2315

Merriwa Rotary Club

6548 2025

TransCare Hunter Ltd

6545 3115

Ironbark Restaurant

6548 2255

Merriwa Show

6548 2276

Upper Hunter Landscape
Guardians

6545 1996

Landmark Townsend

6548 2122

Merriwa Sports Club
Restaurant

6548 2028
6548 3228

6548 2109

M A Macdonald & Co

6548 2226

Upper Hunter Shire Council
- Merriwa Branch

Merriwa Activity Centre

6548 2082

Merriwa Surgery
After Hours

6548 2305
6548 2305

6549 3802

Merriwa Amateur Swim
Club

6548 8510

Upper Hunter Weeds
Authority

Merriwa Taxi Service

Merriwa Anglican Parish

6548 2218

Merriwa Auto Electrical

6548 2114

Merriwa Bit’s & Pizza’s

6548
2088
MERRIWA

6548 2546
Vero, CJ &JM & Sons
0427 482 546

Merriwa Tennis Club

6548 2679

Merriwa Tourist
Welcoming
Centre
RINGER
Thursday

6548 7201

6548 2303

Welderup

6548 2500

Whale, Mark

6548 2389
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6548 2150

NOVEMBER
Thursday 11

 Remembrance Day

Saturday 13

 “Ash Mountain” at Merriwa Sports Club

Wednesday 17

 Lady Bowlers Christmas Party

Friday 19

 Asthma Foundation Street Stall
 Merriwa Bushman’s Campdraft

Friday 26

 Merriwa Central School P & C Street Stall

Saturday 27

 St Joseph’s School Fair

Sunday 28

 Merriwa Senior Citizens Christmas Luncheon

DECEMBER
Saturday 4

 Anglican Parish Christmas Party

Thursday 9

 Merriwa Christmas Street Party

Saturday 11

 Merriwa Sports Club Christmas Party

Friday 17

 Festival of The Fleeces Street Stall

Saturday 18

 Cassilis Bowling Club Christmas Party

Sunday 19

 Carols in the Park - 7pm
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