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Are Termites Eating Your House? 
Call Now: 6884 3966 See Advert inside 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all our supporters for 2009. 

NEXT ISSUENEXT ISSUE  
 

The next issue of the Ringer will be published on Thursday 4 February.   
All articles, advertisements and e-mails will need to be in by 12.00pm Monday  1 February 2010. 
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If you need assistance from 
 

Ambulance - Police - Fire  
including Hazardous Incidents  

 

DIAL 000  

Merriwa Phone Numbers 

 Police  (Administration only) 
 Police Mobile 
 Police Assistance Line 
 Fire Brigade (Administration only) 
 Hospital 
  Rural Fire Service  
        (Administration & Duty Officer) 
 SES Emergency Number 
 Merriwa Rescue Squad Emergency Centre 

6548 2203 
0408 293 423 

131 444 
6548 2005 
6532 5000 

 
1800 081 166 

132 500 
6548 2538 

WEEKEND MASSES 
St Anne’s - Merriwa 
1st, 3rd & 5th weekends, Saturday 6.30pm 
2nd and 4th Sunday, 8.30am 

St Joseph’s - Cassilis 
2nd and 4th  weekends Sunday, 10.00am 
St Bernard’s  - Denman  
1st 2rd & 5th weekends Sunday 8.30am 
2nd & 4th weekends Saturday 6.30pm 

Parish contact numbers 
Parish Priest - Fr Des Harrigan 

6548 2086  or  0411 984 945   Convent -6548 2123 
St Vincent de Paul - 6548 3092 

Fr Bill Goldman -  
Bush chaplain 0429 682 347   
chaplain@yahoo.com 

� 

 

Services 
Holy Trinity  

Merriwa  
 

7.30am Mon Wed Fri 
Morning Prayer 

5.30pm Wednesday 
Evening Prayer 

9am each Sunday 
10am each Friday 

St Columba 
Cassilis 
11am 

2nd & 4th 

The Reverend 
Mandy Wheatley 

Ph: 6548 2218 

 
 
 

1st Sunday/month Bible Study Fellowship - 
6.00pm Prayer Time 5.00pm 
2nd Sunday/month Worship service - 11am 
3rd Sunday/month  Friendship service - 6pm 
Prayer Time 5pm 
4th Sunday/month Communion service –
11am 
5th Sunday/month  Worship service - 11am 
SUNDAY SCHOOL each Sunday during 
school term commencing 9.30am. 
Contact Miss BJ Campbell 6548 5131 a/h 
 
 

Mr Ron Campbell 6548 5153 0428 485 153 

 

CONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACT    

PRESIDENT:  
SECRETARY: Robert Telfer 6548 7226 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

MMM 

Enquiries Merriwa Movie Mania committee   
Phone:  6548 2119 

Email: jane.hegarty@education.nsw.gov.au 

Bringing films to the 
Merriwa community. 

 
Merry Christmas 

 & Happy New Year. 
Thank you for your 

patronage through 2009. 
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Coming Events  

December  

Week 9  

Wednesday 16 End Term 4 for students 

2010 
January 

 

Week 1  

Wednesday 27 Staff return 

Thursday 28 Year 1—12 return 

Friday 29 Kinder students commence 

Week 2  

Wednesday 3 Secondary Swimming Carnival 

Friday 5 Primary Swimming Carnival 

February  

“Valuing individual potential - achieving personal best” 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Christmas is quickly approaching and I know many 
of our students have been touring the town 
admiring Christmas lights on our balmy summer 
evenings. The town Street Party was a wonderful 
event, and a great opportunity for the town to get 
together in the lead up to Christmas. Students 
from St Josephs, Merriwa Central and Cassilis 
Public joined in the spirit of the event and 
performed carols for the shopkeepers. 
 
Lunch trial 
Over the past few weeks we have trialled a change 
to the primary lunch time given the warmer 
weather. I am not sure whether it is the time of 
year we trialled the change, or the reversal of 
lunch and recess, however students have found it 
difficult to get through the afternoon session due 
to the earlier break. Next year we will revert to our 
usual timetable, however incorporate some 
changes to the lunchtime organisation. In the 
second half of lunch on the warmer days staff will 
open the library for students to escape the heat. 
 

Student enrolment 2010 
Student numbers have been finalised for next year 
and it is anticipated that our staffing will remain 
much the same as this year. In the senior school 
we have the largest group of Year 11 and 12 
students that we have seen in many years. 
Students in primary will be supported by the 
appointment of an additional Deputy Principal 
(Primary) to focus on improving literacy and 
numeracy. 
 

Presentation Night 
Our presentation evening was well supported by 
students, parents and community members on 
Tuesday night. Presentation night provides us the 
opportunity to share student achievement with 
students and parents. It was wonderful to 
celebrate the success of our students in the local 
community. Thank you to James Bettington for his 
assistance with the audio equipment. A smaller but 
no less important ceremony was held in primary on 
Tuesday morning to celebrate the achievement of 
our infants students. Congratulations to all 
students who received awards. 
 

The rear view mirror 
On a personal note I look back on the past ten 
months and am pleased to have them behind me. 
Merriwa Central School has undergone a period of 

renewal with a focus on school improvement. 
In 2010 new facilities will support teaching and 
learning across the school. During the next twelve 
months additional interactive whiteboards will be 
installed in classrooms, a new primary 
administration building will be constructed to 
replace the demountable building, and the Merriwa 
campus of the Upper Hunter Trade Training Centre 
(UHTTC) will be constructed on the secondary 
campus. Major projects costing in excess of 
$3.4million will provide the standard of facilities at 
Merriwa Central School which will serve our 
community well into the future. 
 
I wish all staff and students a happy and safe 
holiday and look forward to great things in 2010. 

 
Darren Noonan 

Principal 
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Primary News 

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Primary 
 

This week we would like to recognise and congratulate the following students pictured below who have 
demonstrated achievement in spelling: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done everyone. Keep up the terrific effort!  

Miss Maher, Mrs McAlister, Mrs Morgan,  
Mr Gallagher, Mrs Marshall and Miss Temessl  

K/1 Tamara Sormaz 

Yr 1 /2 Sarah Whitby 

Year 3/4  Jacqueline Chillcott 

Year 5/6 Kory Hollier  

Year 4/5 Cody Towell 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Tips for keeping your cool 
 
With temperatures already having hit record highs, here 
are some tips to stay cool and comfortable this 
summer: 

• Include frozen drinks, plenty of water and fruit in 
your child’s lunchbox 
• Ensure they wear factor 30 sunscreen, a hat and 
light cotton clothing 
• Plan your day to stay out of the heat 

• Stay indoors or in the shade during the hottest part 
of the day. (10am – 2pm) 
• If you can’t avoid strenuous activity like sport, 
home improvements or gardening, keep it for the cooler 
parts of the day such as early morning or evening 
• If you must go out, stay in the shade. Wear a hat 
and light-coloured, loose-fitting clothes, preferably 
made of natural fibres. Wear sunglasses and apply 
sunscreen with a sun protection factor of 30 to exposed 
skin. If you will be outside for some time, take plenty of 
water with you. 
• Ensure your pets are also well hydrated and have 

plenty of shade when they are outside 
NSW Health has fact sheets on heat-related illnesses 
such as heat exhaustion and heat stroke. Go to: 
www.health.nsw.gov.au/factsheets/environmental/
heat_related_illness.html 
 
Primary school 

New rules for children in cars 
From March 1 next year, children up to the age of 
seven must travel in approved child car seats or 
wear restraints. These new laws have been passed 
to address the high rate of injuries from children 
travelling in cars.  
Research shows that younger children using adult 
seat belts greatly increase their risk of injury. For 
around $100 for a booster seat, families can reduce 
the risks and save lives.   
The RTA has produced an information brochure to assist 
in choosing suitable child restraints and seats. The 2009 
Safer Child Restraints Guide is available from motor 
registries on 13 22 13 or www.rta.nsw.gov.au/
roadsafety/children/childrestraints/ 
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MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Spreading Christmas cheer 
On Monday afternoon Kindergarten/Year 1 headed off 
to Merriwa Multipurpose Service with Reindeer antlers 
on top to spread some Christmas cheer to the 
residents of the hospital. We were all very excited to 
perform ‘Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer’ and ‘We 
wish you a Merry Christmas’. The residents enjoyed 
our performance and we received lots of applause 
(and lollies!).  

 
This was our second performance at Merriwa 
Multipurpose Service and we would like to 
again thank Mrs Diane Byfield for her support 
in our class during the year.  
 

Miss Maher 
Kindergarten/Year 1 



  

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 17 December  2009  

MERRIWA CENTRAL SCHOOL 

Secondary News 

Jewellery Making for Activities Week   
During Activities Week a group of students were 
introduced to the art of Slumping and Fusing 
glass.  Below the images show two students, 
Shane Doran and Reece Hancock cutting the 
glass into the required size for their jewellery 
pieces and then placing them into the kiln to be 

fired at 900 degrees Celsius overnight where 
the glass becomes one solid form.  The glass is 
then cleaned and worked into brooches, 
pendants and earrings.  
 

Lorraine Brennand – TAS Teacher 
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Merriwa Central School 
P & C 

Christmas Message 
 

Would like to wish the  
Merriwa Community and teachers 
and staff of the Merriwa Central 
School a very Merry Christmas for 
2009 and a safe and Happy New 

Year for 2010. 
 

See you all in 2010 
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ST JOSEPH’S  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The children of 3/4 have worked hard this term 
and are to be commended for their efforts. The 
last two weeks for them have been very busy 
and they are looking forward to their well 
deserved break over Christmas.  
 
End of year awards were presented at last 
Tuesday’s Presentation evening and we thank all 
our families and friends who attended and hope 
they enjoyed the event. The crowd was 
entertained by the students who have been 
learning musical instruments this year. 
Congratulations to all children at St Joseph’s for 
a wonderful year of hard work, friendship, fun 
and community spirit. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special congratulations to the recipients of the 
following whole school awards: 

• Academic Achievement  – Jacob Medd 
• Citizenship Award           -  Lizzie Hagley 
• Action not Words            -  Dominic French 
Sportsperson of the Year – Connor Constable 

Class room awards also recognised wonderful 
effort and achievement:- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had the following feedback from a grateful 
parent: 
St Joseph's Annual Presentation Night was a 
wonderful evening - showcasing the 
achievements of one of our local schools. 
During the proceedings, staff remained calm and 
cohesive. Together with the students, you gave 
us an insight into 2009 at St Joseph's. 
It was pleasantly surprising to discover just how 
many learning opportunities were provided, in 
and out of the classroom. It's plain to see the 
students do benefit from this expansive 
curriculum - especially in their knowledge of 
environmental and global issues. 
Further, it was truly astounding to witness the 
achievements of the primary and senior students 
- so many great results in local and international 
competitions! 

Awards K/1/2 

Literacy Eliza Peebles 

Numeracy Hannah Riley 

Religion Nicole Martin 

Library Lauren Redgate 

Special 
Achievement 

Caitlin Porter 

Awards 3/4 

Literacy Brydie Moore 

Numeracy Austin Constable 

Religion James Hagley 

Library Harry Inder 

Special 
Achievment 

Bailey McNaught 

Awards 5/6 

Literacy Lizzie Hagley 

Numeracy Jacob Medd 

Religion Dominic French 

Library John Cronin 

Special 
Achievment 

Isabelle Burge 
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ST JOSEPH’S  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It is heartening for us as parents, to watch our 
children start out as fresh, new Kinders, then to 
see them progress through the years, and, 
after growing in knowledge and skills, acquire 
great academic results! 
We are so fortunate to have such quality 
education right here, in our lovely town! 
Thank you 
 
The public speaking awards were presented to 
our students on Tuesday. Congratulations to 
Elizabeth Hagley, Jacob Medd, Brydie Moore, 
Harry Inder, Clancy Martin, Eliza Peebles and 
Lauren Redgate. These children were the class 
winners. Elizabeth, Brydie and Lauren went on 
to compete at regional level. Elizabeth and 
Lauren won their stage divisions.  

 
Congratulations to the following students on 
their graduation from Primary School. We wish 
them every blessing on their journey through 
High School:- 
Our final School Mass and Graduation was 
held on Monday 14 December in St Anne’s 
Church. At this celebration we praised and 
thanked God for the many gifts he has given us 

this year. The Year 6 children were presented 
at this Mass with their bibles to take with them 
on the rest of their life journey. We appreciate 
the generosity of the Trinity Markets for 
donating the bibles to our children and to the 
Bible society for the special price they 
negotiated with the Trinity Markets. The 
children from Year 6 then travelled to Mrs 
Jenny Johnson’s for their Graduation Dinner.  
 
 

Year 6 Retreat 
On Wednesday 9 December, Year 6 children 
attended their Year 6 Retreat at the Council 
Chambers with Mrs Peebles. This gave children 
from Year 6 an opportunity to reflect on their time 
in Primary School and the qualities they have 
developed throughout the year in their role as 
school leaders. They also thought about the 
journeys they will undertake over the years to 
come and the qualities they will need to make this 
journey meaningful. Year 6 certainly gained a lot 
from the day and enjoyed their retreat experience.  
 
‘Tis the season to be jolly. We thoroughly enjoyed 
carolling for the late night shoppers last Thursday 
night. Twenty one St Joey’s children, all school 
staff and many parents joined to answer the call of 
the Merriwa business community to entertain late 
night shoppers. This year we were joined by 
children from both Merriwa Central School and 
Cassilis Public School. We had a lovely time singing 
Christmas carols and watching the smiles on 
shoppers’ and workers’ faces alike. Many 
community members joined in the fun and sang 
along with us. The delighted students said they 
really felt they helped bring the Christmas spirit to 
Merriwa. We are really looking forward to 
repeating this effort at the hospital and Gummun 
Place during our community day on Wednesday. 
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MERRIWAMERRIWAMERRIWAMERRIWA    

MAGPIESMAGPIESMAGPIESMAGPIES    

RUGBY RUGBY RUGBY RUGBY     

LEAGUE LEAGUE LEAGUE LEAGUE 

President:  Bruce Smith 
Vice President: Loretta Cooper 
Secretary: Anna Whaley 
Treasurer:  Julie Smith 
Publicity Officer:  Kym Daniel 

Meeting Sundays  3.00pm 
 Merriwa Sports Club 
Phone 0429 343 127 

merriwamagpies@yahoo.com.au 

GET ON TRACK   
Lose up to 15kgs  

FAST!   
 

FREE SAMPLE   

Call Now!  
0418 851 016  

HERBALIFE 
Tanya Rains  

your Local Distributor 

MERRIWA  
COMMUNITY BANK 

 
If you have questions 
about the Bendigo 

Bank ring: 
Kim Fenley: 0418 570 

743 or 
Deanna Hollis: 6548 

2539 
Or email:  

“Buy Local.  Bank 

Local. Be Local.” 

MARQUET STREET, MERRIWA 
 

A Low Care - 16 bed  
Residential Aged Care Facility 

 

A place for ageing community members to 
enjoy life, be a part of the community and  

receive the care that they need.  
 

Contact Sue Duggan on 6548 2111  
to find out more or  to arrange an inspection. 

ST JOSEPH’S  PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Our Swimming Carnival was held last Friday. The children from 
St. Joseph’s, Merriwa, travelled to Denman to join students from St. 
Joseph’s. Our children put in a great effort in their races. Thank 
you to all parents and friends who were there to support us on the 
day and to the staff of St. Joseph’s Denman who organised the 
day.  
The results are as follows:  
Juvenile Girls – Tamasyn McNaught, Juvenile Boys – Clancy Martin, 
Junior Girls – Anastasia Martin, Junior Boys – Bailey McNaught, 
Senior Girls – Montana Kisi and Senior Boys – Dominic French. 
Congratulations to our swimming champions and all the children 
who participated.  
 
Farewell Mrs Shannon 
With the necessity for maternity leave we found ourselves short a 
teacher for terms 2, 3 and 4. Mrs Carina Shannon stepped up to 
the plate and we have been blessed with her presence ever since. 
Carina has organised the K/1/2 class very well and the quality of 
learning happening in the classroom has been extremely high. The 
children have had a great time and have grown to love Mrs 
Shannon very much. We will all miss Mrs Shannon and will be 
forever grateful for the wonderful work she has done for our school 
community.  
 
K/1/2 in 2010: Mrs Peebles will be returning to us in 2010 in  a 
job-share arrangement.  She will share the class with Miss Nicole 
Lasker who will be joining our school community next year. Miss 
Lasker is a very keen young teacher who is very much looking 
forward to working with the little ones and with Anne Marie and the 
staff team at St Joseph’s. 
 
Service to community is a very important part of our education 
at St Joseph’s. Service activities for the children’s last day of school 
for the year included visiting the Gummun Place residents and the 
long term residents at the Merriwa Multipurpose Centre (hospital). 
The residents were entertained by our children and the children 
loved spending time with the residents. This year the experience 
was made even more special by a visit to the school by Scott Bevan 
and resident Ella Hall who spoke to the children about life as a 
resident in the MPS.  
 
2010 dates: 
Wednesday 27 January:- Teachers return to school 
Thursday 28 January:- Children return to school  
 
On behalf of the staff of St Joseph’s I would like to wish you all the 
peace and love of Christ for this Christmas season and all his 
richest blessings for 2010. Have a safe and restful holiday! 
 

John Lannen  
3/4 Teacher 
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 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 
 

 Christmas Fun at Pre-school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the conversations held with Santa last week 
went something like this……. 
Ava : “ I know what’s in your bag……..Lollies!” 
Santa : “How did you know that?” 
Ava : “I just guessed….’Cause I’m very smart!” 
 
One of our end of year celebrations…….. 
Following a concert by the children, the children 
shared gifts made especially for their families. Part 
of the day also involved some special moments 
sharing their portfolios with family – a great 
keepsake of friends, accomplishments and their 
year at pre-school. It was lovely to have some 
feedback that those who don’t have families in town 
especially appreciated these. The Portfolio is a 
tangible way of sharing moments with other 
important family members who may be prevented 
from coming due to distance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Down to the fun parts…… 
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The Cellar Door is 

open 7 days from 11am 
Address: 1583 Cullingral Rd 

Merriwa NSW 2329 

Ph/Fax: 6548 2417 

VINEYARD 
#1 Choice for quality wine 

Eftpos now available 

 
 
 

Tel: 6543 2433    
Fax: 6542 5297 

59 Brook Street, Muswellbrook  
2333 

 

also at 
86 Bettington Street, Merriwa 
(Thursday from 10am - 12md) 

ROGER GREENTREE 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES  
 

T/A POSVELLE PTY.  LTD. 

ABN 27053940659   

FULLY INSURED 

 
 

Septic Tank 

Pumpouts 

 

BASED IN MERRIWA 
 

MOBILE: MOBILE: MOBILE: MOBILE:     0417 448 1690417 448 1690417 448 1690417 448 169    

 

A rich learning environment in A rich learning environment in A rich learning environment in A rich learning environment in     

a friendly Christian atmospherea friendly Christian atmospherea friendly Christian atmospherea friendly Christian atmosphere    

All enquiries welcome 
 

Principal - Helen Whale  

Ph  6548 2035 
 

P&F President - Maria Cameron  

Ph  6548 7272 

St Joseph’sSt Joseph’sSt Joseph’sSt Joseph’s    
Primary SchoolPrimary SchoolPrimary SchoolPrimary School    

MerriwaMerriwaMerriwaMerriwa    

 MERRIWA PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN ASSOCIATION 
Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas    
Here’s our original Christmas tree, created with 
recycled materials, wire and sparkle. A group 
effort by the children……..and a great lesson in 
creating something beautiful with our hands. 
There’s always an alternative to buying 
something ready made- even a Christmas tree! 
Yes! Even the children are showing signs of how 
busy life is! 

First regular Pre-school session for 2010 is 
Thursday 28 January. 
 
Stay safe over the holiday break! 
May each of you share and cherish precious time 
with your families at Christmas. 
 
With thanks and appreciation to the Management 
Committee from children, parents and staff for the 
mighty job they have done this year.  
 
With thanks to the Merriwa Community for their 
support of our important children’s services 
throughout 2009. 
Best wishes from the children, staff and 
committee. 
Merriwa Pre-school and Merriwa Activity Centre. 
 

Jill Martyn 
(Teaching Director) 
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MERRIWA ACTIVITY CENTRE 
After School and Vacation Care 

Catering for 5 – 12 year olds 

Merriwa Pre-School Kindergarten 
Assoc. Inc 

TRAINEESHIP 
Certificate III in Children’s Servi ces 
 

Full Time Position – Monday - Friday 
12 months only. 

On the Job Training provided. 
Trainee Wage Conditions apply. 
Applicants must be 18 yrs+ by 

commencement of employment. 
Working with Children Check will apply. 

Applications Close 8 January 2010. 
 

Packages can be obtained by contacting 
Bronwyn Redgate on 6548 2469 

Hello everyone. 
This is our final Ringer notice until next year so we 
have a lot of information to fit in! 
 

First, the big news.....Congratulations to Jill Carrall 
who was the successful applicant for the position of 
Merriwa Activity Centre Coordinator. As most would be 
aware, Jill has been a much loved and respected MAC 
employee for years so we are very happy to see her 
accept this position.  
 

MAC Party Days 
Today (Thursday) and tomorrow are our party days. 
As mentioned in previous Ringer articles we will be 
going to the pool, having a sausage sizzle and a party 
afternoon tea on both days. Our parties are a small 
thank you to the wonderful children who attend MAC.  
Parents, your children never cease to amaze and 
inspire us with their creativeness and general love of 
life. Well done children. 
 

January Vacation Care and Kindergarten 2010  
starters  
Our vacation care programs have been handed out to 
students and some are placed around the town. If you 
cannot find one please give us a call and we will 
organise to get one to you.  It is not too early to book 
your child in for the holidays. We open at 8.30am 
(8.15 by appointment) until 6pm Monday to Friday 
starting 4th January 2010.  If your child is starting 
Kindergarten in 2010 they are more than welcome to 
attend MAC during January Vacation Care. It would be 
a great way for your child to spend some relaxing, fun 
time with their future school mates. 
 

Our excursion day will be Wednesday 13 January and 
we will be Ten Pin Bowling and going to the movies. 
Please let us know if you would like to book in for this 
particular day so we can plan ahead. Places usually fill 
fast for our excursion days so please give us a call 
ASAP. 
 

We have anticipated more hot weather so we have 
incorporated a fair bit of water play into our program. 
Activities such as a paper water bomb “fight”, playing 
in the sprinkler and various other wet activities will be 
played on the warmer mornings. Please remember to 
send your Childs swimmers and sun shirt or a full 
spare set of clothes plus towel each day. 
 

 

 

 

Australia Day 26 January & Pupil Free Day 27 
January 
As Tuesday 26 is a public holiday the centre will be 
closed but we will be open on Wednesday 27th January to 
cater for the pupil free day. If you are considering 
booking your child in for 27th we would appreciate if you 
could let us know as soon as you can. This day will be a 
relaxed day with free play in the morning and pop corn 
and movie in the afternoon. Thursday 28th January will 
see us return to our usual after school care program 
(3pm to 6pm). 
 

Activity Centre CRN (Afterschool care) is 55501702K and 
Vacation Care is 555014708J. There is also the potential 
for working mothers to receive up to 50% of the fees 
outlaid back in their tax returns. 
 

Did you know your child can attend MAC for as 
little as $3 per session? Contact centrelink via the 
resource centre to find out your child care benefit (CCB). 
 

 

MAC would like to thank the committee, staff, children, 
parents, local schools, Youth Centre, Upper Hunter Shire 
Council and all others involved in helping the centre get 
through another year. Without your commitment, 
generosity and dedication MAC would not be the 
wonderful asset to this town that it is. 
 

On behalf of everyone at the centre we would like to 
wish you all a very happy Christmas and a healthy and 
safe 2010. See you in January! 
 

Jill Carrall,  Julie Carberry  

and MAC Staff 



  

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 17 December  2009  

A-One 
Plumbing 

 
Plumber Drainer 

Gasfitter LP Gasfitter 
 

Lic No. 170907C 
Based in Merriwa 

Free Quotes & Consultations 

Phone 6548 3187 

 

 

Cnr Bettington & Marquet Streets, PO Box 134 

MERRIWA NSW 2329 

Office:  6548 2122  Fax:  6548 2601 

Livestock / Real Estate Gavin Beard 0438 452 810 

Livestock / Real Estate  Francis Buffier  0418 434 061 

Merchandise Manager Emma Kelly 0428 127 604 

Agronomist Tim Sawley 0427 929 427 

Admin / Merch Sales  Larissa Hunt  6548 2122 

ANGLICAN NEWS 
 
A Christmas Message from Rev’d 
Mandy 
At Christmas we celebrate God’s 
love coming into our world in 
human form.  Jesus came to live 
with us not just as a baby, but as 
our companion and the Prince of 
Peace.  When we receive a gift, 
we want to give thanks and show 
our appreciation to the gift giver.  
Such an expensive and precious 
gift, costing Jesus his life to 
become one of us, makes our 
praise and gratitude all the more 
heart felt.  May you have a 
wonderful Christmas with the 
best gift of all – the gift of Jesus 
in your heart. 
Love and Blessings, Rev’d Mandy. 
 

“Sentence of the Week”  
 Please continue to pray for rain. 
 

Christmas Service Times 
Christmas Eve:  Children’s Service 
6pm – Midnight Eucharist 
11.30pm 
Christmas day:  St Columba’s 
Cassilis 8am – Holy Trinity 
Merriwa 10am 
 
Carols in the Park 
Carols in the Park (previously 
Carols by Torchlight) will be held 
in Apex Park on Sunday 20 
December at 7pm.  Please bring 
the children, a chair, your singing 
voice and we will enjoy a lovely 
evening. 

Rev’d Mandy on leave 
Rev’d Mandy will be away 
from the parish from 29 
December until 29 January.  
In an emergency please 
contact Denman or Scone 
Parish Priests. 
 

Sentence of the Week 
In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock 
by night.  Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, 
and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  But the angel 
said to the, “Do not be afraid;  
for see I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all 
the people:  to you is born this 
day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.  This will be a sign 
for you:  you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.”  And 
suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of heavenly 
hose, praising God and saying, 
‘ Glory to God in the highest 
heaven and on earth peace 
among those whom he 
favours!’ 

 Luke 2.8-14 
 

Thought for the Week  
But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in 
her heart. 

 Luke 2.19 

Events for This Week 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
– Morning Prayer at Holy Trinity 
7.30am 
Wednesday                 5.30pm 
Evening Meditation 
Friday 18    10am Morning 
Prayer at Holy Trinity 
Sunday 20   9am Eucharist 
at Holy Trinity  
 

There will be no Wednesday 
Evening Prayer during January  
Other January Service times: 
Friday 1   10.00am Morning 
Prayer at Holy Trinity 
Sunday 3  9.00am Morning 
Prayer at Holy Trinity 
Friday 8  10.00am Morning 
Prayer at Holy Trinity 
 11.00am Ext Eucharist at 
Gummun Place 
Sunday 10  9.00am Eucharist at 
Holy Trinity – Fr Jim Hudson 
 11.00am Eucharist at Cassilis – 
Fr Jim Hudson 
Friday 15 10.00am Morning 
Prayer at Holy Trinity 
Sunday 17 9.00am Morning 
Prayer at Holy Trinity 
Friday 22 10.00am Morning 
Prayer at Holy Trinity 
 11.00am Ext Eucharist at 
Gummun Place 
Sunday 24               9.00am 
Eucharist at Holy Trinity – Fr 
Peter Tinney 
 11.00am Eucharist at Cassilis – 
Fr Peter Tinney 
 

Please come and join us. 
   Jean Keeping 
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COOLAH AUTO 

SMASH  

& MECHANICAL 
ABN 86 058 823 162 

Also known as Valley Motors Coolah 

Ph: 6377 1192 

29 Binnia Street, Coolah 
valleymotorscoolah@bigpond.com 

* SMASH REPAIRS 

 

*Plastic Welding 

* Windscreens 

 

*  On Line to ALL Major  

Insurance  Companies 

 

Owned and Operated by Steve & 

Vicki Billett 
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Merriwa Merriwa Merriwa Merriwa     

Rugby Union ClubRugby Union ClubRugby Union ClubRugby Union Club    

The Bumble BeesThe Bumble BeesThe Bumble BeesThe Bumble Bees 
 
President: Nigel Wagstaffe 
  0419 354 425 
Secretary: Ricky Roberts 
Treasurer: Nigel Wagstaffe 
Vice President: Rob Whaley 

Training 
Monday & 
Wednesday 

6.30pm 

 
 

NRMA Membership Insurance 
& Road Service available 

OPEN 6.30AM—7.00PM 
DAILY 

AGENTS FOR 
 

� Ford cars, trucks & tractors 
� Used vehicles & machinery 
� Caltex fuels & oils 
� All mechanical repairs 

 
M  A  MACDONALD  &  CO 

Established 1954 
 

Accountants andAccountants andAccountants andAccountants and    

Business AdvisorsBusiness AdvisorsBusiness AdvisorsBusiness Advisors    
 

We specialise in Taxation, 

Accounting for Business & Rural 

Enterprises 
 

Telephone for appointment 

6548 2226 

NSW Rural Fire Service 

Liverpool Range ZoneLiverpool Range ZoneLiverpool Range ZoneLiverpool Range Zone    
Upper Hunter, Liverpool Plains & 

Gunnedah Shires 

Phone: 1800 081 166 
Fax: (02) 6747 1489 

 
 

REPORT ALL FIRES ON “000” 
 
 

 

‘Proudly Supporting the Merriwa Ringer’ 
 

 

MCCONNELLS  
THIS ‘N’ THAT 

 

Christmas Promotion  
Every person who makes a 
purchase of ten dollars or 
more can write their name 
and phone number on the 
back of the docket and place it 
in the gold box in store.  At 
the close of business on 
Christmas Eve one ticket will 
be drawn from the box and 
that person will win a $100.00 
voucher to be spent in store.  
Trade Promotion No 
LTPM/09/00775 
  
Late Night Shopping 
Last Thursday nights "Late 
Night Shopping and Street 
Christmas Party" proved to be 
a great success and I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
thank Tess Hynes for making 
it all possible. I would also like 
to thank Upper Hunter Shire 
Council for their support over 
the last twelve months - 
without yours and Tess 
support Merriwa Businesses 
would not be able to 
give you, our community, the 
little extras such as The Street 
Christmas Party. 
  
Pukara Estate 
Our free tastings of this 
product proved so popular on 
Thursday night that stock was 
literally just walking out the 
door, so much so that we 
actually ran out of some items 
- but never fear it has all 
been restocked over the 
weekend and we are ready to 
go again. As mentioned before 
I have some samples of some 
gift hampers that I have made 
up in store featuring the 
Pukara Estate products, these 
hampers also proved very 
popular on Thursday with a 
number of orders being taken. 

Remember if you would like 
something a little more individual 
just pick out the items you would 
like included and we will package 
it up for you.  If you missed out 
on our tastings last week why not 
pop in this Thursday Night and 
Christmas Eve for your chance to 
try some of these great products. 
Tastings will be from 5:30 pm 
until 7:30 pm both nights. 
  
Adorare Beads 
New catalogues are now available 
in store, so guys if you haven't 
got her that special little 
something yet why not duck in 
and grab a catalogue take it 
home and I'm sure she won't 
have too much trouble picking 
out that special little something. 
Starting this Thursday until close 
of business Christmas Eve 
purchase any Adorare bead and 
receive 20% of your next Adorare 
bead (must be same price or less 
than original purchase). Purchase 
any Adorare bracelet or necklace 
plus one bead and receive 
another bead to the same value 
for half price. 
  
All special orders for Thomas 
Cook and Wrangler have now 
closed, however we still have a 
good range in store however due 
to its popularity you will need to 
act quickly so that you don't miss 
out. 
  
We also have many other gift 
ideas for all members of your 
family and friends so come on in 
and have a look we may just 
have the answer to your present 
dilemma. 
 

Gift Vouchers are also available. 
 

Before I go I would just like to 
wish everyone a safe and happy 
Christmas and New Year and I 
look forward to seeing you all in 
2010.  
 

Carlita  



  

MERRIWA RINGER Thursday 17 December  2009  

MERRIWA RUGBY CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special meeting  

Saturday January 23 2010 
Merriwa Sports Club 

3pm 
 

To discuss the future of Rugby in Merriwa. 
 

We are looking for anyone interested in coaching, 
strapping, playing in 2010 as well as, anyone 

interested in joining the committee. 
 

Come in and have your say, get involved. 
The future of Rugby Union in YOUR town is up 

to you. 
A decision will be made on the clubs future on the 

23 January 2010. 
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        12  units 
 

3 int/conn, family rooms 
remote control A/C,  Austar TV,  SBS, 

hairdryer,  toaster,  ironing in room, 
BBQ,  cot/s,  tea & coffee facilities, WiFi 

zone wireless broadband available. Night bell 
 

AE, JCB, MC, Visa, EFTPOS 
 

50 Bettington Street  
Merriwa 

Phone: 6548 2273 Fax: 6548 2208 

Russell’s Earthmoving P/L 
6 Gooch Street    Merriwa   2329 

 

Phone: 65 482246 - 65 482313 

Fax: 65 482629 

Mobile:    John   0408 496630   

Andrew   0417 506769 

EMAIL: russellsearthmoving@bigpond.com.au 

*Sand & Gravel Suppliers*  

 

 

 
Bulldozers – Roller - Grader - Loader  

Excavator - *Tilt Bucket   *Hammer 

Mini Excavator & Tipper –  

6 Wheel Tippers – Trucks & Dogs 

Water Trucks and Low Loader   

 
Going to Newcastle? 

PANORAMA PANORAMA   
MOTOR INNMOTOR INN   

 
256 Pacific Highway, Charlestown, 2290 

Ph:  4943 3144  Fax:  4943 5240 
www.panoramamotorinn.com.au 

 
Clean comfortable and affordable 

accommodation 
Close to hospitals, shopping and beaches 

 
Don & Judy Riley 

  

REMIREMI

NDERNDER  

      

  
 

 
                                                                

          
 

      
 

 
 

                                            
 

 
 

                      
 

Children and Baby wear              
Shoes and Joggers 

Work Clothes, Boots & Hats 

Fashion Jewellery & Accessories 

Bed Linen, Quilts & Towels                     

Sewing, Embroidery, Beads & Patchwork supplies 

Sporting Apparel Squash & Tennis Racquets 

Merriwa   Phone 6548  3023 

Luggage, Handbags & Wallets 

DI’S CLOTHING PATCHDI’S CLOTHING PATCH  

Mens and Ladies Clothing     

Dry Cleaning Service Available 

As a result of 2004 Council 
amalgamation the Upper Hunter 
Weeds Authority is now responsible 
for noxious weed control in the area 
of the former Merriwa Shire Council.   
 

Contact Details for the Authority are:-  
 Merriwa District Inspector : 

Ph: 0429 683 494  
7.30am to 4.30pm Monday to Friday 

 
All correspondence is to be  

addressed to: 
The General Manager  

Upper Hunter Weeds Authority  
PO Box 122 

MUSWELLBROOK NSW 2333 
 

 Ph:  6549  3802 
Fax: 6549 3701 

Email:  
uhwa@muswellbrook.nsw.gov.au 
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ORANA  
Pest Control 
www.oranapc.com.au 

Call us for a free quote:  

6372-6423 
Mob: 0418 638 923  
Fax: 6884 - 2337 

oranapc@westnet.com.au 

The Termite Specialists 
Exterra is a Highly Successful  

Termite Baiting System 
 that Baits and Eliminates! 

• Pre-Purchase Inspec-
tions 

• Nest Location  
• Baiting Systems 
• Under Slab Soil Pre-

Treatments 
• New and Existing Buildings 
• Domestic and Commercial 

Mudgee 
Gulgong 
Rylstone 
Kandos 
Coolah  

Dunedoo 

Fully 
Accredited 
Technicians 

PC Reg. 898 

Servicing Merriwa weekly 

CORRIEDALE CORRIEDALE CORRIEDALE CORRIEDALE 

COMPOSITE RAMS COMPOSITE RAMS COMPOSITE RAMS COMPOSITE RAMS     

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE 
 

ExcellentExcellentExcellentExcellent    Rams for use Rams for use Rams for use Rams for use 

with First Crosswith First Crosswith First Crosswith First Cross    or or or or 

Merino ewes Merino ewes Merino ewes Merino ewes  

Phone 0428 485150Phone 0428 485150Phone 0428 485150Phone 0428 485150 

FOR SALE 
 

GL s/s fridge-freezer - 
$750 [pur. 07/06] 

 
Phone 6548 2283 

For Rent 
 

2-bedroom house 
$155 per week 

References required 
Contact GM Llewelyn & 

Co for further details 
 

Ph: 6548 2008 

For Sale 
 

Childs Desk, 
Wardrobe,  

Kitchen Hutch, 
3 Display Units, 
Lounge Suite, 

Prices start at $5.00 - 
$50.00 

 

Phone: 6548 2602  

Responsible Conduct of Gaming Course 
 

The Merriwa Sports Club is considering holding a 
Responsible Conduct of Gaming course at the Sports Club 

on Sunday 17 January. 
 

Persons interested should contact the Club on 6548  2028 
by 16 December 2009 in order that arrangements can be 

made with the service providers. 
 

Course runs for approx 6 hours and  

the cost is approx $80. 
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MERRIWA POST OFFICE 
 
More than just a post office! 
Get Mobiles for Christmas! 
Look no further than your 
local Post Office if you are 
looking for a new PrePaid 
mobile. We have good stocks 
and a full range to suit all 
pockets and fashions. Prices? 
You can pay more but you 
won’t buy cheaper. If you can 
we want to know! Check these 
out - - - 
 
Optus Nokia 1208. A good 
reliable mobile for a good 
price, $53. 
Optus Nokia 2630. Slim design 
with camera, video, Bluetooth, 
FM radio and headphones incl. 
for only $89. 
Optus Motorola V3 fliphone, 
camera, video, bluetooth, 
picture caller ID & more, only 
$99. 
Telstra Motorola W181, radio, 
speaker,  only $42 
Telstra Nokia 2600 Classic 
with 2 face plate colours. Has 
camera, video, Bluetooth, FM 
radio, MP3 tones, fine detail 
screen great buying - $69. 
Telstra T6. With rural tick, 
mobile TV. 2Mpx dual camera, 
media player, Bluetooth, 
Speaker, Micro SD card slot, 
FM radio. Thin, soft feel. $79. 
New Telstra T106.  Classic 
beauty. Blue tick, 2Mpx 
camera with zoom, Mp3 
player, FM radio, 
speakerphone, voice recorder, 
Bluetooth, headset. $125 
Sony Ericsson Z750i. Sexy 
metallic surfice in shiny 
chrome. 2MP camera with 
video, 2 displays, Bluetooth, 
FM radio, Sony M2 memory 
slot, MP3 tones. Special - 
$119. 
Nokia 6120c (cheapest 
PrePaid Nokia).  Slim with 

large clear screen. Mobile 
internet and TV, Dual camera 
& video, Bluetooth, FM radio, 
MP3 player, Micro SD memory 
slot, speaker,  Special only at 
Merriwa PO $145. 
The Sony Ericsson T707 is a 
flip-phone that has Gesture 
Control. This allows you to 
silence incoming calls or 
snooze your alarm with a 
simple sweep of the hand! 
Also has 3.2 megapixel 
camera, Bluetooth, FM radio, 
headset and pulsating light 
effect that you can assign to 
various incoming calls. $195. 
Samsung S6700T. Sleek and 
stylish slider. Metallic silver 
body. 3Mpx camera with 
autofocus. MP3 player & FM 
radio, handsfree 
speakerphone, voice recorder, 
stereo Bluetooth. Headset. 
$249. 
Samsung F480T. This is the 
first touch-phone on Telstra 
pre-paid NextG. With thin and 
stylish aluminium casing this 
multimedia mobile has a 
touch screen. Massive 5 
megapixel camera with 
autofocus, MP3 player, FM 
radio, Bluetooth, headset and 
Widget user interface. Don’t 
pay $299, we have it for 
$285. 
Come play with our samples! 
 
New Gift Cards 
Myer store is just one of the 
new gift cards now in stock. 
We have the Myer gift cards 
in both $50 and $100 values. 
Like all the store gift cards 
there is no extra to pay. 
Other new cards include:  
ToysRus in $30, BrasNthings 
in $50, Quicksilver-Roxy in 
$50 and the ABC Shop now in 
$25 & $50. 
Also a full range of Visa pre-
paid credit cards than can be 

used anywhere, including the 
Web. Only the visa cards ask 
a $5.95 purchase fee. 
We have 64 different Gift 
Cards in stock so you should 
be able to give a gift to suit 
anybody.  
 
Brother Laser Printer 
A couple of years ago we got 
sick of buying printer ink 
cartridges and having the ink 
dry out after periods of non-
use so we bought a Brother 
laser printer for home use. It’s 
been no trouble and is still 
going. We can easily live 
without the colour printing.  
We have the latest version of 
this laser in stock. The 
Brother HL2140 is simple and 
reliable and sells for $149. 
Print quality is very good and 
new toner cartridges are 
around $100 – but they last 
for ages. 
 
Christmas Closing 
Merriwa Post Office will close 
at 4pm on Christmas Eve, 24 
December. 
During the following week we 
will be open on Tuesday 29 
December and Wednesday 30 
December only (31st 
December is designated Post 
holiday – no mail). 
Normal service will resume 
from 8am 4th January 2010. 
Thank you to everyone for 
your friendly faces and 
pleasant disposition in 2009. 
We wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and 
healthy 2010. 
 
Postmasters thought for the 
week: 
By the time we have money 
to burn the fire has gone cold.  
W.G.P. 
 

Mel & Kerry Anne  
 Colleen & Keirra 
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Shop 1/17 Bridge Street              www.jtsrealty.com.au 
Muswellbrook NSW 2333          
jtsrealty@rslcom.net.au  

  

 

Ph.  0413 724 232  
SEAFOOD FOR CHRISTMASSEAFOOD FOR CHRISTMAS    

“OUTSIDE THE ROYAL HOTEL” 
                           

    THURSDAY 24 DECEMBER 8.00AM 

TILL SOLD OUT  
 

NO ORDERS TAKEN AFTER 16 DEC, 
Email   freshseafood@iprimus.com.au   for order form 

 
Kent & Family wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year and would like thank all of you for your continued patronage. 

 PLEASE NOTE: Back on Wed. 20  
January 2010Times 8.00am - 11.00am (pension 

weeks only) 

WELDERUP PTY LTDWELDERUP PTY LTDWELDERUP PTY LTDWELDERUP PTY LTD    
 

For all onsite earthmoving and 

agricultural welding repairs. 

Mark Sparrow 

‘Tara Hall ’ Merriwa 

0407 488 560 

Local Expertise -  

Professional Service 

MASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGE    
 

Australasian College of Natural 

Therapies student home for 

holidays. 

*Basic Swedish Massage 

*Remedial Massage 

*Trigger point therapy 

 

For appointment  

Please phone Lisa 0431 994 874 

MERRIWA  
  PAINTING &  

 DECORATING 
     ABN– 62 038 949 984 
    Servicing the area for over 25 

years 
 

  DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
  ROOF RESTORATION 
Call for a free quote 
 Kym– 0409 015 678 
 Merv– 0447 483 111 

 1559 Wollar Rd - 
$239,000 REDUCED 
 
* 138 acre located on tar 
sealed road 22km's from 
Merriwa 
* Predominalty open 
grazing country 
* Water supplied from 

dam and bore with permanent creek 
* Improvements includes large iron shed 
* Property is fenced on 3 sides  
* Internal fencing in fair condition 

28 William St - $199,000 Owner keen to Sell 
 
* Located in a very 
peaceful street 
opposite a park  
* There are 3 good size 
bedrooms all with built-
ins robes & the main 
with an ensuite. 
* The open plan 
lounge/dining area 

features R/C air con & a combustion fire. 
* The timber kitchen is in excellent order & has a large 
walk-in pantry & breakfast bar. 
* The large deck at the rear of the home overlooks the 
fully fenced yard which has a large workshop & kid's 
cubby.  

Stone Hill VineyardStone Hill VineyardStone Hill VineyardStone Hill Vineyard    

Christmas LunchChristmas LunchChristmas LunchChristmas Lunch    
 

Stone Hill will be open for Christmas lunch  

25 December  from 11.30am. 

Please call early for bookings. 

Phone 6548 2417 
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BOARDMAN  
PEASLEY  

Consulting Surveyors & 
Engineers 

 

Subdivision-DA’s-Volume Surveys Contour/
Site Surveys-House Set-Outs-Lot Peg-Outs 

Horse Stud & Vineyard Developments, 
Mining Lease & Exploration Surveys 

 

Head Office:   44 Market St, Muswellbrook 

Sponsors the  
 

Merriwa 

Ringer 

For all your stationery 
requirements 

 
 
 

Magazines - Papers 
Cards - Wrap - Toys 

 
 

Neville & Leanne Hook 

6548 2031 

    

    
    ����Bulldozers 
    ����Excavator 
    ����Grader    
    ����Loader 
    ����Roller 
    ����Tip Trucks 

 
Contours, Dam Construction & Desilting, 
Timber Clearing, Excavations & Site Levelling.  Laying polythene pipe 
& supplier of Ridge Gravel. 

53 McKenzie Street, Merriwa 
����BH:  6548 2004   AH: 6548 2125   FAX:  6548 2902                      

MOBILE:  0417 492 306 

M  NUTT  EARTHMOVING CONTRACTOR 

MERRIWA HARDWARE 
 
Welcome back again to my loyal 
reader for the last time this year.  
Only one week until Santa comes, 
and only one week to go for our 
Christmas sale. 
At the time of writing, I have only 
one more bbq left, one of the 
kids outdoor settings and about 
one thousand other things that 
would make the perfect gift for 
that someone special.  
I’ve decided to continue the 
specials table up until Christmas, 
so come on in and check them 
out. I’ve got the remaining Hills 
playtime accessories marked 
down with this lot, so if you have 
a swing set and would like to 
update it, here is your 
opportunity. 
The Thrifty Link gift cards still 
hadn’t turned up by last Friday. 
All of the paraphernalia around 
them has, but just not the cards. 
Hopefully they will be here by the 
time you’re reading this. 
Don’t forget about our Christmas 
promotions.  
Firstly, the lucky number on the 
catalogue. Log onto 
www.thriftylink.com.au and enter 
to win a $50.00 gift card.  
The second promotion is for a 
trip overseas to a sporting event. 
The Worx World of Sport. Simply 
purchase any Worx brand power 
tool to enter. 
The third promotion is for a 
$100.00 voucher. Simply make a 
purchase of $10.00 or more at 
Merriwa Hardware, write your 
name and phone number on the 
back of your docket and drop 

your docket into the slightly 
crowded gold box. At the close of 
business on Christmas Eve, one 
lucky person will win a voucher 
for $100.00. It’s as simple as 
that. 
The main street Christmas party 
appeared to be a success. A 
huge thank you to all of the 
businesses and individuals who 
donated funds towards it. All the 
kids seemed to have a great 
time. 
I opened the shop last Sunday 
for a few hours as a bit of an 
experiment. It didn’t really seem 
to work, but I will give it another 
go this Sunday just to see what 
happens. So if you need 
something urgently on Sunday, 
come down the street. I will be 
open from about 10:00 am till 
about 2:00 pm. Ye gods! Open 
seven days a week! I will also 
open a bit later tonight 
(Thursday). 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all of our 
loyal customers for your 
patronage over the last 12 
months. 
From myself, Carlita and our 
family, I hope that you and your 
families have a loving and safe 
Christmas and New Year. 
“Trade Promotion 
No.LTPM/09/00775” 
 Did you know?         The 
sentence "the quick brown fox 
jumps over the lazy dog" uses 
every letter in the English 
language. 
  
Because it's the last one, an 
observation.   How many of you 
believe in psychokinesis? Raise 
my hand. 
 

Well that’s all for this week and 
this year. 
 

Ray 
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       Swim Trials every  
      Thursday Night 
      Starting at 5pm 

President: Clare Martin  6548 8510   
Secretary:  
Treasurer:    

Coach:   Kylie Austin 6548 2608 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Central North Livestock Health & Pest Authority 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST  FOR ANNUAL GRAZING PERMITS 

The Central North Livestock Health & Pest Authority invites applications for Annual Grazing Permits for the 

year 2010 on selected travelling stock reserves under its control.  
 

The reserves are fenced and the information package will include the size, carrying capacity, stock water 

facilities as well as maintenance requirements of each reserve.  
 

These reserves are located in the Tamworth and Mudgee areas of the Authority. 

Twelve month permits will commence 1 February 2010.  
 

Please contact the Coonabarabran office on 02 6842-1300 for a list of reserves including the contact details 

for the Ranger responsible, an information package and an EOI application form. 

 

The Authority recommends that the nominated Ranger be contacted prior to submitting an Expression of 

Interest and that those applying are fully conversant with the Permit Conditions and Restrictions.   
 

Expressions of Interest close on 31 December 2009 at 4.30pm.  
 

Expressions of Interest Applications are to be marked as follows: 

Expressions of Interest – AGP’s 2010 

Central North Livestock Health & Pest Authority  

PO Box 108 

COONABARABRAN NSW 2357 

MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA     
YOUTH YOUTH YOUTH YOUTH     
SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES    
 

provide the young people of Merriwa provide the young people of Merriwa provide the young people of Merriwa provide the young people of Merriwa 
activities at the Youth Centre or at activities at the Youth Centre or at activities at the Youth Centre or at activities at the Youth Centre or at 
the Community Resource Centre.the Community Resource Centre.the Community Resource Centre.the Community Resource Centre.    
    
To find out more contact the To find out more contact the To find out more contact the To find out more contact the 
Community Worker on 6548 2109. Community Worker on 6548 2109. Community Worker on 6548 2109. Community Worker on 6548 2109. 
Anyone aged 12Anyone aged 12Anyone aged 12Anyone aged 12----18 can participate. 18 can participate. 18 can participate. 18 can participate.     

 
 
 

Day Tours  
23 Jan 2010 Tamworth Country Music Festival 
 Saturday - Great day out for all the family. 
 -Featuring the GRAND PARADE- 
 Why drive when we can pamper you. Includes morning tea $35 
26 Jan 2010   Australia Day, Cruising Sydney Harbour 
 4 hour Cruise Includes Sausage Sizzle on  
 MV Lady Wakehurst  
 NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 2nd COACH  
 Adults $115 Children $100 
29 Oct 2010 Andre Rieu 
 Friday evening concert commences 8 pm Stop for dinner on the way down 

– enjoy the Magic of Andre.  $250 
EXTENDED TOURS 

6 March 10 11 Day Cruise into Tasmania Tour –  
 Cataract Gorge Richmond Village Salamanca Markets Cadbury’s Factory 

Gordon River Cradle Mountain 
15 May 10 Far North Queensland Tour – Gulflander train, Cooktown, Cairns. 

Escape winter for 15 days. 
2 Aug 10 13 day Central Australia Top End Tour Broken Hill Silverton Port 

Augusta Coober Pedy Uluru Alice Spring Devil’s Marbles Mataranka 
Katherine Gorge Adelaide River Crocodile Cruise 

BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES  

PH: 6547 4416 or 1800 077 099 (freecall) 

www.cowans.com.au 

buses@cowans.com.au 
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Merriwa Tourist 
Welcoming Centre 

The Hut. 
Arts, Crafts, gifts & much more! 

Open every day. 
A quote from our Visitors Book states: 
“If you can’t find what you are looking 

for in here, then you haven’t been 
looking”. 

C. W. Williams, Gunnedah 
 

President: J. Alker Secretary: E. Shipway 
Tel: 6548 7201 

    

*KITCHEN            *WARDROBES 
*VANITY UNITS   *WALLUNITS 

Bench Tops from Timber, 
Laminated, S/steel, Caesar Stone 

or Granite 
Doors from Melamine, timber or 

Polyurethane 
Computer 3-D Designs 

 

 

(Lic No 26786) 
 

 

NEIL HUNT  6548 2025 
Mob. 0418 262 596 MERRIWAMob. 0418 262 596 MERRIWAMob. 0418 262 596 MERRIWAMob. 0418 262 596 MERRIWA    

*Canvas & PVC Repairs 
*canvas Seat Covers 
*Canopy & Tonneau 
covers *S/H Seats * 
Vehicle & Bike seat 

Repairs * Awnings *Leather 
repairs * Custom made Western 
Stock Saddles to fit 
Horse & Rider. 

PORTABLE 
 TIMBER 

MILL 
 

Timber cut on your property  
from your timber 6m long 

Call Petar  6547 5129  
or 0427 232 803 

 

Car Restoration      
Paint & Panel 

Rust work    Upholstery 

UPPER HUNTER WEEDS 
AUTHORITY 

 

St Johs Wort—(Hypericum 
perforatum) 
This management plan is 
published in accordance with 
order 19 of the Noxious  Weed 
Act 1993 for the class 4 
declared plants.  The plan 
outlines the legal requirements 
for the control of St Johns 
Wort (Hypercicum perforatum) 
by private occupiers of land in 
the area of operation of the 
Upper Hunter Country Council 
which consists of the local 
government areas of the 
Upper Hunter County council 
which consists of the local 
government areas of the 
Upper Hunter, Muswellbrook 
and Singleton shire councils. 
1.1 Objectives of Class 4 
Declaration. 
To minimise the negative 
impact of those plants on the 
economy, community of the 
environment of NSW 
1.2 Declaration as per Order 
19 Noxious Weed Act 1993 
The growth and spread of the 
plant must be controlled 
according to the measures 
specified in a management 
plan published by the local 
control authority. 
1.3 Legal obligations of 
Landholders—Section 12, 
Noxious Weed Act 1993 
Pribate occupiers of land must 
control noxious weeds on 
land.  An occupier (other that 
a public authority or a local 
control authority) of land to 
which a weed control order 
applies must control noxious 
weeds on the land as required 
under the order.  Note:  If an 
occupier fails to comply with 
obligations may be enforced 
against the owner of the land 
as well as the occupier by a 
weed control notice issued 
under seciont 18. 
1.4 Duration of Plan 

This plan  commenced  on th e1 
March 2006 and unless amended 
will remain in force until 1 March 
2011.  council reserves the rith 
to review, vary or revoke this 
plan. 
2.0 Prescribed control measures 
as per Order 19 Noxious Weeds 
Act 1993 
The growth and spread of St 
Johns Word must be controlled 
to the extent specified in the 
following control measures. 
2.1 All St Johns Wort plants 
within 50 metres of any property 
boundary must be treated with a 
registered herbicide and /or 
mechanically removed. 
2.2 On properties where 
infestation cover an area 
ex cee d in g  1 0  h ec ta re s , 
infestations must be reduced by 
20% annually.  Control measures 
which may be used are: 
*the application of a registered 
herbicide as per label, or 
*Mechanic removal, or 
the introduction of perennial 
g ra s se s  a nd  a  g ra z i ng 
management program, together 
with the use of a biological 
control agent (occupiers using 
this method will need to submit a 
plan to council for approval). 
2 .3  On propert ies were 
infestations cover an area of less 
then 10 hectares: 
All plants must be prevented 
from producing viable seed by 
either using a registered 
herbicide as per label, or  
Mechanic means such as slashing 
or hand pulling.  Occupiers who 
use this method of control must 
collect and dispose of the plants 
material by burying it below 
30cm in a pit dug for the  
purpose. 
2.4 Occupiers of land may submit 
a noxious plant management 
plan to Council for approval. 
 

Upper Hunter Weeds 
Authority 
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Call For 
Personalized Professional Service 

 

RURAL PROPERTY  

SPECIALISTS 
 

Scott Waters 0428 860 435 www.cwrural.com.au 

Merriwa Junior Rugby League  
& Netball Club 

 
Will be holding their 

                         

                 
 

At the pool on Friday 29 January 2010, between 4-6pm.  Come and join us for a Free BBQ 
and some fun activities.  Registration information for the 2010 season will available on the 
day. 
 
A Quick Reminder – Expression of interest for Coaches, League Safe Officers and First 
Aid Officers are still open, so please send us a note at PO Box 62 Merriwa  2329 or speak 
with Kellie Walker (Elders), Max McNaught (Butchers) or Tony Inder (Rockwell). 
 

    

H O PE  T O  SE E  YO U  O N  29  JA N U A R YH O PE  T O  SE E  YO U  O N  29  JA N U A R YH O PE  T O  SE E  YO U  O N  29  JA N U A R YH O PE  T O  SE E  YO U  O N  29  JA N U A R Y     

Hidden Hidden Hidden Hidden 
Valley Valley Valley Valley     

HomesteadHomesteadHomesteadHomestead    
 6548 8588 

penelope@hiddenvalleyhomestead.com.au 
web: www.hiddenvalleyhomestead.com.au 

For All Functions 

Birthday Parties, Family Reunions, Business 
lunches/dinners/meetings. 
Accommodation available : 

Up to 25 people in ensuite rooms. 

Hidden Valley sponsors The Ringer 

MERRIWA NEWSAGENCY 
 

It is only 1 week until Christmas  
School is over and Holidays have 
arrived! 
Something to remember BEFORE 
you go on holidays: 
Send in your book lists for 
Merriwa, Aberdeen or Scone so 
we can have them put together 
for you when you return and take 
the stress out of getting ready to 
go back to school. 
The staff of 
Merriwa Newsagency 
would like to wish you a 
Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year 
and a safe Holiday. 
Thankyou for your patronage in 
2009 and we hope to see you 
again in the New Year. 
 

Neville, Leanne,  
Libby and Pat 
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Tim, Em and Liss would Tim, Em and Liss would Tim, Em and Liss would Tim, Em and Liss would 

like to wish everyone a like to wish everyone a like to wish everyone a like to wish everyone a 

Very Merry Christmas and Very Merry Christmas and Very Merry Christmas and Very Merry Christmas and 

a Happy and safe New a Happy and safe New a Happy and safe New a Happy and safe New 

Year!!Year!!Year!!Year!!    

The Green Shirts are support-
ing the Green Thumbs of 

Merriwa!!! 
 

Come in and see the Garden Supplies now in 
store, including wobble tees, hoses, dynamic 

lifter and whipper snipers at Landmark 
Townsend and if  we don't have it we will or-

der it in!!! 
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Toy Brushcutters and  
Chainsaws from $35! 

    

 

Your local suppliers of all Stihl equip-
ment and parts support (ordering 

daily), as well as chainsaw accesso-
ries, chains and chain sharpening 

($12 each). 
Brushcutter need a service?  

Drop off and pickup at Landmark 
Merriwa,  

for a service and fast turnaround at 
our workshop in Scone.  

FS 38 Brushcutter only FS 38 Brushcutter only FS 38 Brushcutter only FS 38 Brushcutter only 
$249$249$249$249    

With a free lawn care With a free lawn care With a free lawn care With a free lawn care 
kit!kit!kit!kit!    

GREAT CHRISTMAS 

GIFT IDEAS FOR BIG 

AND LITTLE BOYS 
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December Council 

Meeting 
 

 The next Council meeting will 
be held in the Council Chambers, 
Scone on Monday, 21 December 
commencing at 5pm..  Public 
participation is scheduled at the 
beginning of the meeting.  Requests 
to address Council must:- 
 

• be received in writing by noon on 
the day of the meeting 

• address a current agenda item 
 

All members of the community are 
welcome to attend. 
 

Contact: Susan Duggan at the 
Merriwa office or Robyn Cox at the 
Scone office on 6540 1126. 

Dog Owners 
 

 Due to recent attacks on 
livestock, other dogs and walkers, it 
seems opportune to remind owners 
of the responsibilities for appropriate 
fencing  for dogs. High penalties for 
the owner of dogs involved in attacks 
of any kind so keep your pets 
contained to avoid fines. 
 

Contact: James Binks 

PO Box 111, Merriwa   
Phone: (02) 6548 2109 ���� 0427 608 301 (ah) 

Fax:  (02) 6548 2340 
Email ~ council@upperhunter.nsw.gov.au 

Council Office Hours 

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
Enquiries—6548 2109 

Environmental Services 

Health and Building Surveyors  
 Available Wednesdays by 

appointment, phone 6548 2109 
 

Director Environmental Services 
Available by appointment, phone 

6540 1136 

RTA Agency 

Monday to Friday 9am to 4pm 
* On-Line Agency * 
Enquiries—132213 

Waste Depot 

Merriwa 
Every Friday, Saturday, Sunday & 

Monday (unless otherwise advised) 
8am to 12noon & 1pm to 4pm 

 

Cassilis       
Every Saturday (unless otherwise 

advised) 8am to 4pm 

Libraries 

Merriwa Branch 
Tue -10.30am—12.30pm 

Wed - Fri - 1.00pm—5.00pm  
Sat - 9.00am—11.00am  
Enquiries—6548 2207 

Cassilis Branch  
Wed - 10.30am—1.00pm 

Fri - 3.00pm—5.30pm 
Enquiries—6376 1295  

Government Access Centre 

Monday to Friday 9am—4pm 
Enquiries—6548 2109 

Visitor Information  

& Resource Centre 

Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday 10am—
12.30pm and 1pm—3.30pm  

 

Also a Centrelink Access Point 
 

Enquiries— 6548 2607 

8 slee
ps unt

il  

Christ
mas! 

SBS in Merriwa 
 As those people who are SBS 
fans know there have been some 
issues with the digital TV service.  
Fortunately these issues are covered 
under warranty and will be fixed 
hopefully sooner rather than later. 
The contractor who installed the 
transmitting box has been trying 
several things to fix the service.  
Merriwa is quite unique and they 
have never had the range of issues 
that the Merriwa service has 
experienced since its installation.  
 The latest news is that the 
transmitting box has been taken 
back to the manufacturer and 
checked as being all okay.  At this 
stage it is suspected that the 
receiving antenna is not strong 
enough to pick up a stable signal 
from Newcastle and the transmitting 
box is overheating.  A stronger 
antenna, as well as a booster will be 
instal led on Wednesday, 16 
December to assist with the 
receiving of the signal. A  fan was 
installed a couple of months ago to 
attempt to increase air low in the 
small box, however the filter has 
been clogged by the recent dust 
storms, the filter will be removed on 
Wednesday.  A shield will also be 
fitted around the box to help with the 
amount of heat inside the box. 
Hopefully by the time you are 
reading this, a stable SBS service 
will be provided in Merriwa, if not the 
contractor is committed to finding a 
solution to all the problems 
encountered. 

Christmas/New Year 

Holiday Arrangements 
 

 Notice is hereby given that the 
Upper Hunter Shire Council Offices 
including the RTA will be closed from 
12.00 noon Thursday 24 December 
2009 and will re-open on Monday 4 
January 2010. 
 The Scone, Aberdeen, 
Merriwa, Murrurundi and Cassilis 
Libraries will be closed from 
12.00pm Thursday 24 December 
2009.  Merriwa Library will re-open 
10.30am Tuesday 5 January 2010, 
all other Libraries will re-open on 
Monday 4 January 2010. 
 

After Hours Emergency Numbers: 

Upper Hunter Shire Council Landfills 
will be closed Christmas day and 

Boxing Day 

SES 6545 3300 

Merriwa - After 
Hours 

0427 608 301 

Bushfire Control 
Officer 

1800 081 166 

Merriwa - Animal 
Control 

0427 441 436 
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Australia Day 

Ambassador  
OLYA BOOYAR 

 
 Olya Booyar is currently the 
Deputy Director of the Classification 
Board. This board classifies every 

film and computer game before is can be legally 
released to the public.  
 Born in Ukraine and educated in Canada and 
Germany, Olya graduated from the University of 
Manitoba at the age of 19 with an Honours Degree 
in Psychology. She migrated to Australia in 1987 
and worked in the print media before joining SBS 
as a broadcaster and journalist. In 2002, as Station 
Manager at SBS Radio in Sydney, she became one 
of the youngest women ever to head up a major 
national radio station in Australia. She has worked 
in senior positions in Pay TV and the Australian 
Film Commission. 

 Olya has served on a number of bodies 
including the Standing Committee on Spoken 
English, Public Broadcasters International, and the  
Commonwealth Journalists Association.  
 

The Committee looks forward to welcoming 
Olya to Merriwa & Cassilis on behalf of the 

community.  

A great fun filled day has been planned for all 
the   community  to enjoy and celebrate  

Australia Day 2010.    
TUESDAY 26  JANUARY 2010 

Time: Awards Event -11.00am  
  Pool Event -  3.00pm  
Where: Cassilis Bowling Club then  
  the Merriwa Swimming Pool 
What: Awards Ceremony 
  Free BBQ Lunch  
  Activities afternoon 
  Free Pool Entry after 2pm  
 

 

 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Community Services & Merriwa Youth 
Services would like to thank everyone who 

donated their time, offered their support and 
donated funds or prizes to the success of all 
events and programs that were held during 

the year  
 

Brian McGuigan 2009 Ambassador Brian McGuigan 2009 Ambassador Brian McGuigan 2009 Ambassador Brian McGuigan 2009 Ambassador 

Merriwa School of Arts StageMerriwa School of Arts StageMerriwa School of Arts StageMerriwa School of Arts Stage    

To all sponsors and those who helped with the 
Street Christmas Party.  If you have not yet 
received your photos from the town Christmas 
Party please collect them from the Merriwa 
Resource Centre by Thursday, 24 December. 

2010 AUSTRALIA DAY @ CASSILIS  

BOWLING CLUB 
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 &  
DISTRICT 

LITTLE ATHLETICS 
 

All Welcome 
 

President:   Dianne Byfield 
Secretary:  Trudie Byfield 

6548 2094 
abtrans@bigpond.net.au 
Treasurer: Megan Moore 

 

Meets the first Wednesday 
of each month at 7.00pm in the 

Merriwa RSL Club 

Merriwa Merriwa   

Central Central   

SchoolSchool  

P & CP & C  

AssociationAssociation  

HANCKEL 

HAY SALESHAY SALESHAY SALESHAY SALES    
 

All grades 

Small square & 

ROUND bales WHITE 

& GREEN CHAFF 

HAY CONTRACTING 

SMALL SQUARES & 

ROUND BALES 

Phone Darryl 

6548 51686548 51686548 51686548 5168    

Curls & 
Swirls 
Dianne - Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat  
 

Open from 9.30am 
 

Waxing, lash & brow tinting available 
Hair care products for home available 

Call in for free consultations 
 

129 Bettington Street Merriwa  

6548 2499 or 6545 4151 a/h 

NSW RURAL FIRE 
 
Merriwa River Toy Raffle 
Don’t forget to get your tickets in 
this fantastic raffle. 
$500 worth of toys could be yours 
on Christmas Eve. 
Tickets are $2 each and are 
available at Max’s Country Cuts. 
We will be selling tickets on Friday 
night at the RSL Club. 
We would like to thank Max 
McNaught for letting us put the 
raffle in the shop window.  
A big thank you to Eva Towler who 
has put in a huge effort selling 
tickets for us. 
 
Brigade Callouts 
The last 2 weeks have seen our 
brigade members very busy. With 
too many callouts to list they have 
all put in a huge effort & with the 
fire season only just starting I am 
sure they have a lot more work 
ahead of them in the coming 
months. 
To mention a few they have 
responded to fires at Dales, 
Gundibri & Timor. 
The employers of our members 
must be thanked as they allow 
them to attend these fires during 
work hours. 
 
Training – Merriwa River 
Our last training for 2009 is tonight 
(Thursday 17) at 6.30pm  
We will be having a break from 
meetings/training over the festive 
season. 
We will start 2010 with a meeting 
on Thursday 4 February at 6.30pm 
 
We would like to thank the entire 
community for their support during 
2009 & we hope that you all have a 
very Merry Christmas & a Happy 
New Year. 
 

Andrew & Megan Constable 
Captain/Secretary – Merriwa 

River Brigade 

STONE HILL VINEYARD 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from Stone Hill 
Vineyard.  We are open for 
Christmas lunch at 11.30am so 
book in now on 6548 2417. 
 

Lennie & Merle 

MERRIWA AUTO 
ELELCTRICAL 

 
Dennis, Lyn, Michael and 
Brendan wish everyone a 
merry Christmas and a happy 
and safe New Year. 
 
We will be closing over the 
holiday period and will reopen 
on Monday 11 January 2010. 
 
We thank you for your support 
throughout 2009 and look 
forward to seeing you in 2010. 
 

Dennis  

MERRIWA NON 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

TRANSPORT 
 

Wishes all its clients and 
volunteers a merry Christmas 
a n d  a  h a p p y  N e w 
Year.  Please note that our 
office will close on Monday 
evening, 21 December 2009 
and re-open on Monday 
mo rn i n g ,  1 1  J anu a r y 
2010.  We feel we need to 
allow our very will ing 
volunteers time to recuperate 
after a very busy year.  We 
look forward to being of 
assistance to you in 2010. 
  

Sue and Tania 
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Good Looks 
Nail & 
Beauty 

 

Manicures/Pedicures/Waxing/
Tinting/Acrylic Nails/Make-up/ 

Ear Piercing/Facials/ 
Ahava Facial & Body Products 

 

Call Hollie on 0408 175 028 
Available at 27 Collins Street and 

Hair Indeed. 

McConnell’s 

This ‘n’ That 
6548 2889 

    

Clothing  
Giftware for all 

occasions 
Garden accessories 

 

 
Authorised Thomas 

Cook Dealer 
118 Bettington Street  

PhonePhonePhonePhone    

DAVID HICKSDAVID HICKSDAVID HICKSDAVID HICKS    

0428 899 7490428 899 7490428 899 7490428 899 749    

 
 
 
 
 

Ph:  6548 2546 Fax 6548 2309 
Mob 0427 482 546 

Servicing the Merriwa District 

Government funded Taxi Transport 
Services include: 
   # Non-Emergency Transport 
   # TTSS 
   # DVA 
   # HOOTS - Scone  
Subsidised Local Service: 
   # Merriwa Sports Club 

MERRIWA CENTRAL 
SCHOOL PRIMARY CHOIR 

 
Reverend Mandy wants to 
thank all the members of the 
Merriwa Central School 
Primary Choir who were able 
to come and join us at the 
Street Party on Thursday last 
week. Everyone said how 
beautifully the children sang. 
Well done everyone!! 
You are all welcome to come 
to sing our songs again on 
Thursday 24 December at 
6.00pm at Holy Trinity 
Children’s Christmas service.  
Have a beautiful Christmas 
and a very safe and happy 
holiday.  
 
Blessings,  

Rev’d Mandy 

MERRIWA JUNIOR RUGBY 
LEAGUE & NETBALL CLUB 

 
On behalf of the committee I 
would like to thank Des Vero, 
Paul Tudor, Paul Medd, JH 
Orton, Jack Inder, Locky & 
Annabelle for donating their 
time at our working bee on 
Sunday 6 December 2009. 
 
Many hands made light work. 
 
Thanks again. 
 

Kellie 

Merriwa Ringer 
 

Thank you for advertising with us in 2009 
 

The first edition of the Ringer 2009 will be 4 February 2010 
deadline for all advertisements and articles is 12.00noon 

Monday 1 February. 
 

New costs for advertising in 2010 are: 
 

Sponsorship Square $6.50 per issue or $246 per year. 
 Paid for in advance.  

 
Advertising Rates 
Full Page $85.00 
Half Page $55.00 
12x12cm     $42.00 
12x6cm  $24.00 
6x6cm $15.00  
Front Cover 

3x16.5cm        $55.00  
Other options available 

 
(Prices include GST) 

Deadline for all items is 12noon Monday. 
For further information please phone 6548 2119. 

For 

Sale 

....... 

....... 

.........
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The Merriwa Community News is available to charity groups or non-funded, not for profit organisations and anyone wishing to advise of a 
special event (birthday/anniversary/etc). If you would like to make use of this free service, please contact us prior to 12pm Mondays. 

CAROLS IN THE PARK 
 

Carols will be held in Apex Park 
Sunday 20 December 7.00pm. 
 
Everyone is invited to come and 
sing along.  Bring your chair and 
rug.   Sausage Sizzle, tea, coffee 
and drinks and Glo Sticks will be 
available. 
 
Proceeds for the evening will be 
donated to Merriwa Play Group. 
 
Do come along and enjoy the 
evening. 
 
Let’s remember “Jesus is the 
reason for the season”. 
 

Ron Campbell 

AGM 
 

Merriwa Shooting Clubs 
SSAA - Pistol Club 

Saturday  
13 February 2pm 
At the range . 

 
B Telfer 

MERRIWA CWA 
 
2009 has proved to be a busy 
year once again with many 
varied functions.  Over the 
course of the year CWA has 
been able to donate to many 
worthwhile causes. 
The proceeds from any 
fundraising carried out by the 
CWA are distributed locally 
and on a broader scale 
throughout the State. 
Just a few of the organisations 
and charities that benefit from 
CWA fundraising are:- 
Cancer Council 
Care Flight 
Royal Flying Doctor 
NETS (mobile emergency 
service for babies and 
children) 
Father Chris Riley’s Youth of 
the Street 
Far West Children Service and 
Help for the Aged 
 

 CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
 
Mouse and Bones wish 
everyone a very very happy 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
Cheers. 
 

Mouse & Bones 

FOR FREE 
 

Beautiful, old Ronish piano 
with brass candelabras and 
ornate carving.  Needs 
restoring to give away. Phone 
0428 795 071. 
 

Sally 

ST DAVID’S UNITING CHURCH 
 

Christmas Service 10.00am 25 
December, 2009. 
 
The Christmas service will be the 
last service for 2009.  the next 
service will be 11.00am 24 
January 2010. 
 
We wish everyone a very Happy 
Christmas, a peaceful and safe 
New year. 
 

Ron Campbell 

CWA also supports many 
Medical research projects 
including:- 
Motor Neurone Disease 
Rett Syndrome 
Retinitis Pigmentosa 
Haemophilia 
Core Blood Stem Cell 
Research 
Any of these projects or 
services may be vital to us all 
at some point in time. 
 
When fundraising, Merriwa 
CWA endeavours to support 
local businesses and 
organisations whenever 
possible.   
 
We never take your support 
for granted, because without 
your support the Merriwa 
Branch of CWA would not 
exist. 
Wishing you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy and Safe New Year 
2010 
 

Robyn McAlister 
Secretary/Publicity Officer 

THANK YOU 
 

On behalf of Gore Farms we 
would like to thank very much 
everyone that helped fight the 
bushfire on  Templemore 
Sunnys ide Rd on 21 
November on a 42 degree 
day. 
 
Thank you and Merry 
Christmas. 
 

Greg and David 
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Electrical Contractors 
      Appliance Sales  
           & Repairs 

 

BH 6548 2303 
AH 6548 2024 - 6548 2045 

    
    

    
    

    
102a Bettington Street, Merriwa102a Bettington Street, Merriwa102a Bettington Street, Merriwa102a Bettington Street, Merriwa    

    

Gold Licence No: EC 34206 
 

 

 

HOME LOANS 
With access to over 22 home loan providers, 
let us find the loan that is right for you. 
 

INSURANCE 
With access to many of Australia’s top insurance 
companies, why not ask as for a quote today 
 

COMMERCIAL FINANCE 
Trucks, tractors, excavators or finance for  
the farm – Talk to us today  
 

 6548 2651 
 92 Bettington St, Merriwa 

HORSE ‘N’ ROUND 
20 Ogilvie St  Denman 

 

6547 2215 
 

Good range of equine accessories, 
including bridles, saddles, etc 

 
Summer rugs & 
combos now in stock.  
 
 Compare our prices! 

 

Closed Mondays 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Available at: 
Merriwa Traders 

Max’s Country Cuts 
Roberts Meats Denman, Kerv, Scone 

The Larda, Scone 
and selected Sydney stores 

Di and Mark Killen 
Cannock Pastoral Co. - Tel: 6548 2493  

Anthea Wright Anthea Wright Anthea Wright Anthea Wright 
Veterinary Veterinary Veterinary Veterinary 
ServicesServicesServicesServices    

    

Merriwa Vet ClinicMerriwa Vet ClinicMerriwa Vet ClinicMerriwa Vet Clinic    
84 Bettington 84 Bettington 84 Bettington 84 Bettington 
Street MerriwaStreet MerriwaStreet MerriwaStreet Merriwa    
6548 2452 6548 2452 6548 2452 6548 2452     
(all hours)(all hours)(all hours)(all hours)    

THANK YOU 
 
St  Joseph’s  Primary  School 
Community would like to thank 
members of the Merriwa community 
for all their support during 2009. We 
wish you love, peace and happiness 
for the Christmas season and God’s 
richest blessings for 2010. 
 

H Whale 

THANK YOU 
 
The St Joseph’s School 
community would like to thank 
the members of the Trinity 
Markets for their donation of 
beautiful bibles to our 
graduating students. This is a 
lovely gesture and a 
wonderfully practical way to 
spread the Good News. 
 

H Whale 
THANKS TO ALL 

 
A big thank-you to everyone who 
made Saturday’s concert for 
Gummun Place residents such a 
success. 
We would particularly like to 
thank the residents for coming 
along, Merriwa RSL sub-branch 
and Merriwa RSL Club, director 
Joy Cook, guest artists Cec Joass 
and Michael Wheatley, Santa, 
Mary O’Neill for presents and 
Legacy donations (the concert 
raised $157.00 for Legacy) and 
all the artists who donated their 
time. 
Wishing Everyone a Happy 
Christmas! 
 

The Merriwa Matchboxes 

MERRIWA PLAYGROUP 
 

The results of the 100 club 

are: 

1st - Margaret Coorey 

2nd - Tony O'Brien 

3rd -  Ken Bevan 

Thank you to the Merriwa 

community for supporting our 

fundraising activities in 2009! 

Merriwa Playgroup 
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WOOLBROOK RURAL  INDUSTRIES 
 

As recounted, I came home fulltime in 1982 and 
received an unpleasant surprise when some 
calculations and investigation revealed how badly 
Australian (and world) agricultural Terms of Trade 
had deteriorated over the 12 years I had been 
working away from Merriwa. Further, during that 
time huge surpluses of many commodities had built 
up including grain, beef and wine. I was also 
surprised to find how much Australian manufacturing 
too had declined, and that whatever one bought, 
from nuts and bolts to curtain hooks and upwards, 
the chances were they were now made in Taiwan, 
China, or similar. It applied to big items too. Michael 
Nutt had bought a new Caterpillar bulldozer and, 
whereas in the past the USA manufactured imported 
crawler tractor would have been mounted with an 
Australian ripper and dozer blade etc. made by 
Steelweld or similar, now not only was the entire unit 
imported, but it had been 100% manufactured in 
Japan, not the USA. During the big 1982 recession  
American icons such as Mack trucks and GM Detroit 
diesel engines were acquired by Renault and 
Mercedes respectively, and  later Mercedes also 
bought Freightliner, Ford and Western Star trucks. 
    In short, there was a continuing revolution in 
world trade, and in Australia it was given extra 
impetus by the numerous reforms of the Hawke/
Keating government. Do not think I am criticising 
those reforms, indeed I applaud them, also that the 
Howard/Costello government later carried on with 
further reforms. For some 80 years Australia had 
lived in a protectionist fairyland where our 
manufacturing industries were insulated from 
competition by tariffs (which obviously increased 
prices) and taxpayer funded subsidies. Did many 
really believe that if we increased the price of a box 
of pipe fittings, or the equipment on a bulldozer, by 
tariffs and taxes,  we were better off? Did many 
really believe that the extra price we paid for these 
was some sort of gift for which nobody paid? Was 
Australia really in the grip of a giant cargo cult? The 
answers to all these questions is yes, and we have 
recently seen protectionism again rear its ugly head 
when the Great Financial Crisis (GFC) hit, as though 
protection is some kind of magic wand. The truth is, 
like it or not,  life does not work that way, or not for 
long anyway. A further truth is that one of the main 
reasons (but not the only one) that we have so far 
survived the GFC so well, and so much better than 
almost any other nation, is because of those reforms 
and the overarching efficiencies stemming from 
them. Fortunately, the Rudd Government is well 
aware of this and has steadfastly resisted calls from 
some sections of industry and unions to return to the 
supposed good old days.  

    Remember I am talking here of 1982, 27 years ago, 
a time of which only those around 50 or more are 
likely to have much recollection. Since then world 
agricultural Terms of Trade have continued steadily 
downwards and likely will continue to do so. There will 
be mini-booms and mini-crashes, but on average the 
trend will continue as it has for hundreds of years. At 
the time, when pondering these problems, there 
seemed to me to be various possible solutions or part 
solutions including improving farm efficiency, buying 
more land, off-farm or semi off-farm activities, and 
value adding to our products. Since then we have 
been involved in all four of these possibilities, along 
with many other farmers. We now see, for instance, 
freight enterprises operated by landholders, indeed we 
are doing this ourselves, and many other businesses 
which would not have been contemplated years ago. 
Women commonly now work off the farm in various 
occupations, many help on farms in ways women 
seldom did in the past, and indeed they often do both 
in their efforts to help keep the ship afloat. 
    I remember sitting down for two or three days in 
1983 (as I recall) and crunching figures on a spread 
sheet estimating the likely Cost of Business of various 
businesses in the district, a painstaking and time 
consuming job which would be infinitely quicker and 
easier today with Excel. I was looking particularly at 
businesses involved in merchandising, contracting and 
similar, and the eventual figures suggested there was 
an opening, particularly if overheads were kept very 
low by using the farm as base and as far as possible 
using existing buildings, equipment and vehicles. So 
we went ahead and over some 25 odd years this has 
proved to be correct. Indeed many others in the bush 
have had the same idea and the division between 
farmers and those supplying services to them has now 
become quite blurred including movement in the other 
direction, i.e. service providers buying land as opposed 
to farmers becoming service providers. In our case we 
have been involved in many areas including retailing, 
contracting, cattle dealing, mine work, the nursery, 
and freight. The world has changed out of all sight  in 
40 odd years since 1970  BUT IT IS STILL A GOOD 
LIFE!!! 
 
    Another year has come to an end and, while it has 
been a difficult one for most of us, it has been 
nowhere as bad as we feared at the start of the year. 
So the time has come for all at Woolbrook to wish the 
district a Merry Christmas, a happy, prosperous and 
wet 2010, and to thank all our customers for their 
business. 
 

Max Wurker 
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DEPOT 
ROAD  

MERRIWA  
Everything for the Rural Industries. 

We have no overheads and you benefit from rock bottom prices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We deliver to the Merriwa Tyre Service parcel depot every 
morning. 

All you have to lose is the cost of a phone call - 
WHY PAY MORE? 

 

MAX WURCKER  
Phone 6548 2150   Fax 6548 2614 

HOUSEHOLD PRESSURE PUMPSHOUSEHOLD PRESSURE PUMPS  
  
  

(1) We stock 3 different sizes. 
(2) They are all Grundfos, i.e. few would question their quality. 
(3) They are very much at the right price, particularly consider-

ing their brand and quality. 
(4) One type we now carry has a pressure tank and is particularly well 
priced. The others are PRESSURE CONTROL without a pressure 
tank so the water is delivered ON DEMAND and at a CONSTANT 
PRESSURE. NO MORE VARYING PRESSURE IN THE 
SHOWER!!  

 (5) Those who have bought them love them. We are using one 
here now, and we love it too. 

(6) The pump alone is available as a simple transfer pump. 

DR BRONWYN STOKES 
 
Today I want to talk about 
depression.  Unfortunately, 
Christmas is the peak season for 
this illness.  It is always endemic 
but at this time of year assumes 
epidemic proportions. 
 
Depression is the most vindictive 
and malicious form of self torture.  
Those of us who are sufferers, 
unendingly punish ourselves for 
perceived sins of the past while 
condemning ourselves for 
anticipated sins of the future.  We 
act as our own judge, jury and, in 
the most tragic cases, 
executioner, without regard for 
the normal rules of justice and 
fairness.  The damage we can 
inflict on ourselves renders us 
emotionally paralysed, incapable 
of logical thought or of making 
decisions, incapable of taking 
steps that could release us from 
the torture room. 
 
All of this can happen without 
obvious signs to the outsider.  
Many of us are skilled at 
subterfuge.  Many are good at 
helping others and do so even 
when we are stretched to the 
limit and about to fall apart 
ourselves.  The care we give to 
others, we do not feel entitled to 
ourselves.  We can feel so devoid 
of self-worth, that the only choice 
is a life of pretence.  We don’t 
want anyone to know who we 
really are, because we know they 
will despise us. 
 
We need your help, even though 
we can seem to reject it.  We 
need support and tolerance and 
endless affection.  We badly need 
happiness, but seem insulated 
against it.  But don’t give up. 
Keep trying to connect with us.  
The more we withdraw from you, 
the more we need you. 
 

I would like to share with you 
a poem written by someone 
who has had a very difficult 
time recently.  I intended that 
it should remain anonymous 
but the lady has requested 
that I attach her name.  
Thank you Kylie Heycox for 
your courage.  For those who 
remain in the torture room, 
have faith, there is joy out 
there for all of us. 
 
Kylie’s poem 
 
I’m going Riding 
Way up high 
up where the birds fly 
I’m going to try 
try to break free 
free from these feelings of 
wanting to flee 
I’m going to dream 
I’m going to live 
and  
Show the world what I have to 
give. 

A reminder to all my patients 
that I am having my annual 
family holiday in January 
therefore the surgery will be 
closed from Friday 1 January 
2010 and will reopen on 
Monday 18 January 2010.  
 
We will also be closed during 
the Christmas break.  We will 
be closed from Thursday 24 
December and reopen on 
Tuesday 29 December 2009. 
 
Carol & I wish all of you a 
very Happy Christmas and a 
very positive new year. 
 

Dr Stokes 
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Restaurant    Snack Bar 

Take Away 
 

Lunch Specials Monday-Friday 
Lunch & Dinner 7 days 

 

Parties & Weddings a specialty 
 

ATM,  SKY CHANNEL 
CLUB TAB,  CLUB KENO  
DARTS, SNOOKER, POOL 

  

Friday 
Raffles and 3 Members Badge Draws 

Sunday 
Raffle 
Members Badge Draw between 
11.30am & 1.30pm - Jackpots $50 per 
week. 

 

Club:      Club:            6548 21576548 2157  

Restaurant:Restaurant:      6548 22956548 2295  
  

For the information of 
members and their guests 

CHECK OUT CHECK OUT CHECK OUT CHECK OUT     

www.rostogrove.com.au        
FOR MORE INFORMATIONFOR MORE INFORMATIONFOR MORE INFORMATIONFOR MORE INFORMATION    

Merriwa  Springtime  ShowMerriwa  Springtime  ShowMerriwa  Springtime  ShowMerriwa  Springtime  Show    
Friday 17 & Saturday 18 Sept 2010  

 
 
 
 
 

www.merriwashow.com.au 
President:Mr Hugh Kraefft - 6548 5155 - 

0402 484 018 
Secretary: Miss Emma Kelly 0428 127 604 

ekelly@landmarktownsend.net.au  
Treasurer: Mr Brice Stokes 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME TO BE MEMBERSEVERYONE WELCOME TO BE MEMBERSEVERYONE WELCOME TO BE MEMBERSEVERYONE WELCOME TO BE MEMBERS    

OFF THE WALL VIDEOS 
 
New Releases 
In-Store This Week – 
* The Ugly Truth 
The battle of the sexes is on. 
Katherine Heigl stars as a 
romantically challenged 
morning show producer who is 
reluctantly embroiled in a 
series of outrageous tests by 
her chauvinistic correspondent 
(Gerard Butler) to prove his 
theories on relationships and 
help her find love. His clever 
ploys, however, lead to an 
unexpected result. 
 
* Year One 
Two unproductive, 
incompetent hunters in 
ancient times are banished 
from their primitive village. 
The unlikely pair wander 
through early biblical 
civilization encountering 
historic and religious figures 
along their comedic journey. 
Starring Jack Black & Michael 
Cera 
 
* Bangkok Dangerous 
The Hitman Has Become The 
Target 
Joe, an international hit man 
who follows a simple code, 
arrives in Bangkok for his last 
contract - four kills and then 
retirement. He hires Kong, a 
local street hustler, to run his 
errands, and he gets to work. 
By the second hit, Joe has 
started violating his four rules, 
losing his anonymity, leaving 
behind traces, and getting 
emotionally involved. Only one 
rule remains intact: don't ask 
questions. Can Joe regain his 
footing and get out alive? 
Starring Nicolas Cage 
 
* Inglorious Bastards 
Once upon a time in German-

occupied France, Shosanna 
Dreyfus witnesses the execution 
of her family at the hand of Nazi 
Colonel Hans Landa. She 
narrowly escapes and flees to 
Paris where she forges a new 
identity as the owner and 
operator of a cinema. Elsewhere 
in Europe, Lieutenant Aldo Raine 
organises a group of Jewish 
soldiers to engage in targeted 
acts of retribution. Raine’s squad 
joins German actress and 
undercover agent Bridge Von 
Hammersmark on a mission to 
take down the leaders of The 
Third Reich. Fates converge 
under a cinema marquee, where 
Shosanna is poised to carry out 
a revenge plan of her own... 
Starring Brad Pitt 
 
* Dead Girl 
* Wizards Of Waverly Place 
In-Store During The  
Holidays - 
24/12 – Drag Me to Hell  
24/12 – Dance Flick 
31 /12  - Charlie & Boots 
31 /12  - District 9 
31 /12  - American Pie 7 
31 /12  - Bandslam 
31 /12  - Damage 
31 /12  - Young Victoria 
7 / 1   - Push 
7 / 1 - The Taking of Pelham 
123 
7 / 1   - Funny People 
7 / 1   - Beautiful Kate 
14 / 1 - Aliens In The Attic 
14 / 1 - Up 
20 / 1 - Orphan 
 
 

Amanda & Mark  
 65483188 
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All general freight 

Cattle Sheep, Wool 

Servicing Tamworth, Dubbo, 

Newcastle, Scone & surrounding 

areas. 

Supplying fence posts and stays 

 

Pick up Sydney depot every 

Thursday  

Ph/Fax 6548 2663   Mobile 0408 293448 Reliable, Friendly service 

HAY FOR SALE 
�     Oaten  

�  Wheaten 

�   Lucerne  

�     Straw 

Supa Gas Agent 

B&K  

Contact Barry 
Mobile: 0404 080 049 
Ph/Fax: 6573 3773 

Email:  bjl@ceinternet.com.au 

6 days per week service between 
Singleton and Merriwa, with links 

to all other areas. 

DressDressDressDress    
    for for for for     
Less !!  Less !!  Less !!  Less !!      

Trinity MarketsTrinity MarketsTrinity MarketsTrinity Markets    
 

Accessories, Books, Nick-Nacks 

Clothing for all the family 
 

DONATIONS WELCOME! 
 

TuesTuesTuesTues––––Fri 10am Fri 10am Fri 10am Fri 10am ––––    1pm1pm1pm1pm    
Sat 9.30am Sat 9.30am Sat 9.30am Sat 9.30am ––––    12.30pm12.30pm12.30pm12.30pm    

110 Bettington St. Merriwa 

6548 2247 

 

Pizzas, Burgers Coffee, 
Salad, Sandwiches 
Eat-In or Takeaway 

Mon, Tues, Wed:  11am til 7.30pm 
Thurs: 11am til 8pm 

Fri Sat Sun: 11am til 8pm 

6548 2088 

OUR HOSPITAL 
 
If you should walk into our 
hospital and hear a joyful noise 
wafting down the hall, don’t be 
surprised.  Scott Beaven, who is 
the Diversional Therapist at the 
Hospital, has procured a pianola 
together with some other musical 
instruments, and the residents in 
the Aged Care section really 
enjoy their music.  Scott puts 
together a wonderful programme 
each week which he discusses 
with the residents, and they then 
take part in all sorts of activities – 
craft, cooking, music, games, toy-
making and art to name a few.  
You will notice that each week 
the ladies have their hair set/blow 
dried and their nails painted, and 
every woman knows how good 
that makes you feel.  They are all 
gearing up for Christmas and 
making beautiful decorations, and 
have been extremely busy 
making Christmas cards which 
people have been able to procure 
for a donation towards their cost.  
In fact, the Aged Care section of 
the hospital is a hive of activity, 
song and laughter. 
The good news for the week is 
that the Ambulance base has 
moved over to the hospital.  The 
staff held an afternoon tea to 
welcome the Ambo’s, and 
everyone made sure they called 
in to let Ambulance officers know 
how delighted the staff are about 
them joining the MPS staff. 

Have you all had a look over 
the new Multi Purpose Centre 
(hospital)?  It is absolutely 
beautiful, and everyone who 
goes in as a patient or visitor 
is full of praise.  It is lovely to 
have single rooms with en-
suites (though not so exciting 
if you are on the cleaning 
staff!!), and everything is so 
fresh and comfortable.  If you 
would like to see over the 
hospital, our Health Service 
Manager, Cheryl Mead, is only 
too happy for you to do so.  
Cheryl is presently on 
secondment to Muswellbrook 
to do some important Project 
work for our General Manager, 
Debbie Jaggers.  In her 
absence,  Judy Bernasconi 
from Scone is managing the 
Unit, and Annie Inder is 
managing locally three days a 
week.  The wheels continue to 
turn – people continue to 
come into hospital and are 
looked after by our great staff, 
and the residents in the Aged 
Care section are busy, 
stimulated and content. 
Merry Christmas to all. 
 

Pat Kirkby 
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President:  
Paul Frampton 
6548 5182 
Vice Presidents: 
Tim Henderson 
 6548 2888 
David Alker 6548 2095 
Treasurer:  
Bryce Stokes 6548 3236 

 

For information about Natural  
Resource Management 

issues ring  
Jon Thorne -  

Community Support 
on  6542 4426  or  Fax: 6543 4164 
Hunter-Central Rivers CMA  

jonthorne@cma.nsw.gov.au  

ABN 38 129 529 040 
 

 206 Kelly Street Scone  NSW 2337 
Phone:6545 3113  
Fax:  6545 3855 

Email:  trish@transcare.org.au 
 

We provide assistance to people  
residing in the Upper Hunter and 
 who have some difficulty with the  

daily tasks of living and are transport 
disadvantaged.  Call Transcare  

Hunter Ltd to help you stay independent 
and stay living at home longer. 

Salon open: 
 Tuesday - Friday  
from 9am—5.30pm 

Saturday—late night Thursday by 
appointment only 

Using & selling Keune & PPS products. 
Catering for all your  
home care needs 

 

For an appointment call:  

Hayley,  Brooke,  

Brittany and Hollie on  

6548 2666 

CASSILIS BOWLING CLUB 
 
It’s happening at the CassBowl 
 
Friday nights – Twilight Bowls 
Names to the club by 6.30pm 
Come along and join the fun 
 
 
Friday 18 December - Children’s 
Xmas Party 
Starts 6pm ~ Santa arrives at 
6.30pm 
Members children – free, (non-
members children $5 per child) 
Parents please bring a present(s) 
to the value of no more than $20 
to put under the tree – thank 
you. 
 
Saturday 19 December – Adult 
Xmas Party 
Starts 7pm for dinner at 7.30pm   
~ 2hr show by Pixie Jenkins 
~ Dancing ‘til late to music by the 
‘Sly Pigs’ 
~ $30 per person (includes 
dinner, show and music and 
dancing) 
~ Bookings are essential due to 
limited places 
(Age limit – High School and 
upwards) 
Book now, no time like the 
present, to avoid disappointment. 
Phone the club on 6376-1002 
(after 5pm) by 12 December 
please (for catering purposes) 
 
CassBowl Café 
For Friday night meals and 
Sunday lunches 
Commencing from Friday 1 

January and Sunday 3 January 
Come along and try it out!!! 
 

H Parker 

MERRIWA CRICKET CLUB 
 

The second last game before 
Christmas we played Denman 
3 at home. 
Starting well with Brad and 
Rabbit they put on a 45run 
partnership till Rabbit was 
bowled out for 25 runs.  Brad 
followed without adding to the 
score Brad was out for 17 
runs.  John Maben and Will 
Osmond played some good 
shots their partnership was 
114 runs.  John was out for 73 
runs 23 runs later Will was out 
for 41 runs.  Jon Osmond was 
out one run later for 16 runs.  
Three quick wickets fell for no 
runs.  Cameron Binks 11 runs 
not out and Reg Brazier 9 not 
out.  We finished up 9/218 in 
40 overs. 
Nev and Brad opened the 
bowling Nev finished with 2/33 
off 8 overs, Brad 1/17 off 8 
overs Reg was next to bowl 
taking 1/28 off 8 overs.  Will 
had 2/38 off 6 overs. Jon 0/21 
off 2 overs Justin 1/15 off 5 
overs.  We bowled them out 
for 160 runs.  Catches went to 
John Maben, Jon Osmond and 
Reg Brazier. 
 

Man of the match John Maben 
sponsored by Osmond Pump 
and Water Solutions. 
 

Sponsors are Merriwa Sports 
club, Di’s Clothing Patch, 
Osmond Pump and Water 
Solutions, Elders, Frampton 
Farms Sandy Hollow Tourist 
Hotel, Max’s Country Cuts, CJ 
& JM Vero & Sons, Merriwa 
RSL Club Merriwa Petroleum & 
Ag Supplies and Merriwa 
Pharmacy. 
 

This is the last report for the 
year. 
 

Wish ing you a Merry 
Christmas. 
 

Justin Parker 
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MERRIWA & DISTRICT HEALTH 

ASSOCIATION INC. 
 

NON-EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

TRANSPORT SERVICE 
 

We are here to help you to get to 
any health related appointment. 
Medical, Dental, Optical, X-Ray 

etc. 
 

Please note changes to office hours 
We will now receive bookings between 

9am & 5pm - Monday to Friday.  If 
unattended please leave a message 
on the answering machine giving your 
full name and phone number after the 

beep and we will return your call ASAP. 

Livestock—Merchandise—Real Estate—Wool—Insurance– Banking–Health Insurance—Rental Property 

Servicing all your rural needs 

P i t t  S o n  &  K e e n eP i t t  S o n  &  K e e n eP i t t  S o n  &  K e e n eP i t t  S o n  &  K e e n e     
 

Phone 6548 2307 Fax 6548 2089 

Branch Manager/Agronomist Iain Sommerlad        0428 482 329 

Merchandise Sales Nathan Barry            0437 961 559 

Merchandise Sales Kayla Mullen                6548 2307 

Office Administration  Kellie Walker              6548 2307 

Real Estate Ross Beer                 0427 452 572 

District Banking Manager  Wayne Philpott              6762 1331 

Livestock Damien Crump         0429 485 009 

Local Knowledge, Friendly Service 

MERRIWA 

PETROLEUM  

& AG SUPPLIES 

 
• Extensive range of rural products 

• Household goods 

• Supplier of Caltex fuel and oils 

• Steel 

• Fertilizer  

• Bulk fuel deliveries available  
Phone:  6548 2071 

Merriwa Petroleum & Ag Supplies are 

proud sponsors of the  

Merriwa Ringer 

 

 

 
 

 
Our Centre is 

open Tuesday - Friday 

and caters for children aged 2-5 years 

Staff are trained in  

Early Childhood Education 

ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

Ph 6548 2083 Fax 6548 2925 

 

Welding & Machining SpecialistsWelding & Machining SpecialistsWelding & Machining SpecialistsWelding & Machining Specialists    
• Welding 
• Machining 
• Plasma Cutting 
• Fabrication  
 ( A l u m i n i u m  & 
Stainless Steel) 

Equipped for all your rural onsite repairs and 
maintenance 

Paul Marchese 0427 476 085  Paul Marchese 0427 476 085  Paul Marchese 0427 476 085  Paul Marchese 0427 476 085      
or  6547 6085or  6547 6085or  6547 6085or  6547 6085    

MERRIWAMERRIWAMERRIWA   
ENGINEERINGENGINEERINGENGINEERING   

Dr Bronwyn Dr Bronwyn Dr Bronwyn Dr Bronwyn Dr Bronwyn Dr Bronwyn Dr Bronwyn Dr Bronwyn 

StokesStokesStokesStokesStokesStokesStokesStokes        

MBBS 
 

C/- Merriwa Hospital 
 

Office hours -  
Monday - Friday  

Antenatal & Immunisation 
Clinic every Thursday   
Phone - 6532 5013 

A.H. Phone - 6532 5000 

MERRIWA RSL 
 

The Members Lucky Badge for 
$250 was not won on Friday at 
8.30pm the number was 146, this 
week it jackpots to $300.00. The 
7pm draw for $460.00 was not 
won the number was 441, this 
week it jackpots to $480.00. The 
9pm lucky ticket draw for 
$240.00 was not won the number 
was 89782, this week it jack pots 
to $260.00. LTPS/09/06339 
The Sunday Morning Badge Draw 
was not won last week the 
number was 969, this week it 
jackpots to $400 and will be 
drawn between 11.30am and 
1.30pm and you must be present 
to win the money. 
LTPS/09/06339 we have now 
doubled the Sunday morning 
raffle vouchers from 3 to 6. 
 

Christmas Raffle 
Christmas raffle, one prize only 
consisting of a Simpson 5.5kg 
Washing Machine and 4kg Dryer, 
tickets $1.00 each drawn 
Christmas Eve Thursday 24 
December, raffle night. These 
products where purchased locally 
from CJ & JM Vero & Sons. 
 

Christmas Eve Raffle Night 
The RSL Club will have the 
normal Friday night raffle on 
Thursday 24 December. 
This night will also see the 
Christmas Raffle drawn, and the 
monthly prize drawn; which 

consist of 2 Resort Chairs, a 
26lt Sports Cooler and a 5lt 
keg of Heineken and you must 
be present to win the monthly 
prize. The bar will also have 
Crown Lager stubbies on 
special for $3.00 each. 
 

M J Morgan 
Secretary/Manager 
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Morgan’s Maintenance 

HANDYMAN 
 

Rural and domestic fencing 
Lawn and garden maintenance 

(push and ride-on) 
Wood heater and mantle installations 

General home maintenance and 
upgrade 

Hourly rates available 
 

Contact 
Roy Morgan 6548 2844 

Merriwa Branch/  
Merriwa District Council 

 

President: Chris Kemp 
 Ph:    6548 5150  
 Fax:  6548 5065 
Secretary/Treasurer: Peter Campbell  
 Ph:    6548 5126 
 Fax:  6548 5053 

New members welcome 

 

President: 
Neville Blackadder  
0428 485 110 
Secretary/Treasurer:  
Cynthia Morgan 
0418 862 560 

Thank you to our sponsors 

Merriwa Sports Club 

PRESIDENT    Loretta Cooper 6548 2679 
SECRETARY    Maree Sutton  6548 2199 
TREASURER       A Peebles - C Skehan 

 

Day - Night - Junior 
Competitions 

 

Court Hire 
 

 

CONTRACT MUSTERING  

CATTLE/SHEEP WORK  

FARM MANAGEMENT IN 

OWNER'S 

ABSENCE  

FENCING  

Ph: 6548 2389Ph: 6548 2389  

MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB 
 

Merry Christmas to All our 
Members from the Sporties 
 
The Club will be closed Xmas 
day. Normal trading hours for 
the rest of the weekend. 
Raffles will be still on Saturday 
26 December 
Sunday 12 December  
Saturday Members Jackpot 
9058  not won. Next week 
$130 
Winners Jackpot  30076 not 
won. Next week $180 
Free Tickets Norm Constable 
Dinner Mavis Marsden-Lynch 
Bowls Raffle Joan Beaney 
Christmas Club Raffle 
First Prize  Luchie Macdonald 
Sunday 13 December 
Sunday Members draw No 
9106 not won next week 
$1300. $20 one off prizes no 
9105 not won  & no 9108 not 
won. TPL 06/00262 
 
Please Note: The Sporties 
Restaurant will be closed 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, 
Sunday 27 and Monday 28 
December. 
 
Transport Service is available 
Friday and Saturday 
Please Note No Taxi service 
from 18 December until New 
Year. 
Don’t take the risk and drive 

when for $2 per person you can 
be chauffeured home. 
To access the transport service 
you must book through the 
Sports Club to check availability 
of the service.  
 
Bingo 
Every Thursday Night 
commences 7:00pm 
Win Sporties Vouchers $5, $20, 
$50 + fruit, veg and meat trays 
Please note: There will be no 
Bingo on the 24 or 31 December. 
 
Thursday 31 December 2009 
New Years Eve 
Celebrate New Year 
Open Mic with Dahlia 
 
Responsible Conduct of Gaming 
Course 
 
The Merriwa Sports Club is 
considering holding a 
Responsible Conduct of Gaming 
course at the Sports Club on a 
Sunday 17 January. 
 
Persons interested should 
conduct the Club by the 16 
December 2009 in order that 
arrangements can be made with 
the service providers. 
 
The course runs for approx 6 
hours and the cost is approx 
$80. 
 
The Sporties 
Chinese/Australian Restaurant  
Open for Lunch and Dinner 
Lunch Specials 
 
Open 5 1/2 days  
Lunch Wednesday to Sunday 
12noon – 2:00pm   Dinner 
Tuesday to Sunday 5:30pm to 
9:00pm 
For bookings and takeaway 
phone Simon on 6548 3228. 
Please Note: Closed Friday, 
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ALL AUTOMOTIVE 
ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & 

ACCESSORIES 
 

AUTOMOTIVE AIR 
CONDITIONING SERVICE 

 

KEY CUTTING  
 

Agent for: 
 

TELSTRA MOBILENET PHONES 
CENTURY & YUASA BATTERIES 

KANGAROO DETERRENTS 
ELECTROPHONE 2-WAY RADIOS 

TANDY ELECTRONICS 
 
 

DENNIS 

MORONEY 
30 Bow Street  
Merriwa 2329 

 

 Work:  6548 2114 
   Mob: 0428 482 114 

MORE THAN JUST A 

POST OFFICEPOST OFFICEPOST OFFICEPOST OFFICE    
    

� One-stop shop for paying 
(nearly) all your bills  

 

� Business banking & personal 
banking 

 

� Stationery & Greetings cards – 
inexpensive,  full range  

 

�  Computer & technology items  
 

� Mobile phones, starter kits & 
recharge vouchers 

 

Continuing friendly service 
 

Merriwa PO, 82 Bettington Street 
PH:  6548 2042 

 

IGA 
Merriwa  
104 Bettington St 

  6548 2315 
Use your 

Community 
Chest to 

support your 
local community 

Saturday, Sunday, Monday over 
Christmas. 
 
Lady Bowlers News 
The District match committee 
has decided to play pennants on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays next 
year.  
 
We are entering a combined 
team with Murrurundi. The team 
will be known as Merriwa-
Murrurundi. 
Our first game will be on 
Tuesday 9 February. 
 
Next monthly meeting Monday 
11 January at 2:30pm  
 
Merry Christmas to all. 

B & JR 
 

Ladies Golf News 
The support for the Ladies golf 
summer competition this year 
has been wonderful. We again 
had a good field of six girls 
playing 18 holes on the 9 
December. For a club that has 
only thirteen semi- regular 
players to get six playing each 
week during the heat of the 
summer shows the commitment 
of the players. Well done girls. 
 
The results were Tania first with 
41 points and Merrie second with 
38 points. Libby won the ball 
draw. Tania will lose a stroke or 
two off her handicap which 
should make her shake the 
burglar tag that she has acquired 
recently. Tania has been 
improving faster than her 
handicap has been reducing 
allowing her to win quite 
frequently thus acquiring the 
nickname of ‘burglar’. Merrie has 
been playing with a lot more 
consistency and should lower her 
handicap soon as well. 
 
Well done also to Dee who has 
managed to convince husband 

Rob to extend his baby sitting 
to allow for 18 holes to be 
played.  
We will continue to play all 
summer but it may be 
worthwhile for girls to ring 
around to make sure others 
are playing if they want a 
game over the next few busy 
weeks.  
 
We concluded our winter 
competition with a 
presentation evening last 
Wednesday. Captain Di 
dominated proceedings 
winning the major awards but 
Sue, Tania and Mary also won 
their share of the prizes on 
offer. Congratulations to Gay 
for winning the inaugural 
Presidents Putting Penalty 
award of a lovely brooch. Gay 
was thrilled with the win and 
is probably still wearing the 
brooch now. 
 
I have enjoyed my year of golf 
reporting and I hope everyone 
has enjoyed reading about the 
Ladies Golf. I hope someone 
has been inspired enough to 
come and join us. Have a safe 
holiday period and we’ll see 
you next year. 
 
Good Golfing! 
 

The Black Widow 
Golf results 
Sunday morning chicken run. 
6/12/09 9 hole Stableford 
winner A Medway Chicken r/u 
B Cooper chicken ball winner d 
Thorley M Rodgers.  Ball draw 
P Riley.  Winner 1/2 ham draw 
M Rodgers. 
 
Sunday 13/12/09 9 hole 
Stableford Sunday morning 
chicken run winner Chicken d 
Taylor, R/u chicken P Murray 
3rd chicken B Cooper. 
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Available for charter  
5 star coach with seatbelts. 

Modern air conditioned buses.  
Various sizes from 20 to 50 
seats.  Competitive rates and 
discounts for repeat bookings. 
 

Ph: 6547 4416     Fax: 6547 4496 

 

 
 
 
 

 

PH 6376 1002 

RALLY DAY 2ND 
SUNDAY OF 
EACH MONTH 

 

President: 
Matthew Moore  
6545 4171  
Secretary:  
Cassandra McLaren 6548 8561 
Treasurer: Tim Henderson 6548 2888 

THE THE THE THE THE THE THE THE 

MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA MERRIWA 

SURGERYSURGERYSURGERYSURGERYSURGERYSURGERYSURGERYSURGERY        

6548 23056548 23056548 2305   
Dr R Salama 

 

Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday morning by arrangement 
 EMERGENCY & after hours 

6548 2305 

 121 Bettington Street 
Merriwa  2329 

6548 3188 
 

Trading Hours  
   Mon -2pm to 7pm 
   Tue -Closed 
                                      (excluding holidays) 
  Wed -2pm to 7pm 
  Thu -2pm to 7pm 
  Fri -2pm to 9pm 

 Sat -10am  to 9pm 
  Sun -1pm to 7pm 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phone 4353 3606 Fax 4353 3304 
Les Mobile 0408 434 566 Lyn Mobile: 0419 292 223 

www.colleshomes.com.au 

Whether a Granny Flat, First Home 
or Retirement, 

Colles Manufactured Homes have a 
wide range of plans in various price 

ranges.    Homes designed for Low 
Maintenance Living. 

Complete Building and 
Maintenance Contractors 

Specialising in: 
 

Bathrooms, Renovations, 
extensions, Pergolas, Decks, 
Rural and Residential sheds, 

concreting. 
 

Servicing Merriwa and 
Surrounding District 

 

Contact:  
James Curtis 
0432 533 152 

e-mail 
jrccontracting@optusnet.com 

 
Ball winner A Kean. D 
Walmsley, J Morgan. Ball 
draw A Medway. Stubbie 
holder draw B Scott donated 
by J Morgan.  Thank you 
Judd. 
 
Sunday 20/12/09 
9 hole Stableford turkey 
donated by B & M Rodgers 
play off club H/C 1/2 ham 
draw. Chickens and balls as 
usual.  Starting time 7.45am  
all welcome. 
 
Merry Christmas. 
 

Di 
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COFFEE   SNACKS 
 MEALS    DRINKS 

 

 
Hosts :  Wendy & Gary Smith 

Phone:  6548 2255 
 

Keys available from Merriwa Sports Club 
After 4pm Monday-Friday 
Sat/Sun open mid mornings  

Competition  is played on 
Tuesday nights  

ALL WELCOME  
Any age 

 
President: Max McNaught 

Mobile: 6548 2124 

MERRIWA  

SQUASH CLUB 

R & M Moore R & M Moore R & M Moore R & M Moore     
Rural SupportRural SupportRural SupportRural Support    

    ServicesServicesServicesServices    

Phone/Fax  

6548 2992 
0427 153 446  

0400 653 446 

Email: 
 rmbcdmoo@bigpond.net.au 
PO Box 162  Merriwa 

ABN 84 044 570 209 

� All types of Rural Fencing 
� Welding and Fabrication 

� Contract slashing 

� Bobcat and Tipper Hire 
� Property Maintenance 

and small building works 
� Muster ing  and a l l 

associated cattle work 
� Your local comprehensive 

rural contracting service 

NO BULL 
BUILDING 

 
 
 

Hunter Valley 
Phone for free measure-

quote 
 

* Custom Built Homes 
* Horse Stud & Rural Buildings 
* Renovations & Extensions 
* Commercial & Industrial 
* Available 6 Tonne Tipper Hire, 
Bobcat Hire & 3.5 Tonne 
Excavator Hire 

 

Phone 0407 897 120  
Fax 6545 2848 

nobull10@bigpond.net.au.  
Lic: 210171c 

Mick  O’Halloran  

TRINITY MARKETS 
 
Happy Christmas & New Year to 
everyone, and welcome to our last 
Trinity Markets Ringer news for 
2009.  
 
Are you all organised for Christmas? 
If not, Trinity Markets may hold 
some pleasant surprises in store for 
you! It’s amazing what you can come 
across in our fabulous variety of 
stock- and we’ll be happy to help you 
find that special purchase.  
 
Our sincere thanks to all those kind 
people who have donated clothes, 
books and bric-a-brac during the 
year. If you have something you’d 
like recycled locally, just drop it in 
our bin (the single green one) at the 
back of Trinity Markets, or bring it 
into the shop.  
Or, if you prefer it to be sent away, 
just leave it in the Samaritans bin 
near Holy Trinity church. Everything 
goes to a good cause. 
 

A HUGE thankyou to all Trinity 
Markets’ wonderful volunteers, giving 
your time throughout the year to 
help the community. Have a great 
Christmas season with family and 
friends. 
 

At our annual general meeting last 
week, we reluctantly accepted the 
retirement of co-ordinator Vicky 
Gleeson and assistant Sue Whitlock. 
They have done a magnificent job 
and we will all miss their cheery, 
positive and practical support. 
Fortunately we have several new 
volunteers, so rosters will not suffer. 
Election results: Co-ordinators Enid 
Holt & Joan Morgan, secretary 

Margaret Wright, treasurer Beatrice 
Voysey. 
The new contact number for Trinity 
Markets is 6548 2948, or 6548 2218 
for emergencies only. 
 
One of Sue’s final tasks was to 
represent Trinity Markets at last 
week’s annual presentation of Youth 
Bibles to Year 6 students at Merriwa 
Central School. This is organised 
each year by the Merriwa 
Ecumenical Scripture Teachers group 
and funded through Trinity Markets. 
Sue said she really enjoyed the 
experience. 
The Year 6 students at St Joseph’s 
School are also being presented with 
their Youth Bibles this week. 
 

Do you fancy  fancy dress, for one of 
your Christmas or New Year’s Eve 
parties? Dressing up is always fun 
and if you’re in a hurry, on a budget 
or just feeling adventurous, at 
Trinity Markets you can “Dress for 
Less”! 
 

Win $20 worth of meat for 20 cents! 
Every month we raffle a $20 open 
order at Max’s Country Cuts - and 
the best part is that the tickets are 
only 5 for $1.00, or 20cents each.  
You can buy tickets anytime when 
the shop is open, from Tuesday to 
Saturday. Last month’s raffle winner 
was C Ramsley.  
And many thanks, Max, for your 
generous ongoing support! 
 
Trinity Markets’ opening hours over 
Christmas and New Year will be 
displayed on the shop door. 
 

Enjoy the holidays, 
 

Enid & Joan 
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MERRIWA SPORTS CLUB LTD  

Club Opens  Monday and Tuesday 3:00pm 

Wednesday to Friday and Sunday 12:00pm Saturday 11:00am 
Thursday Night 7:00pm Bingo 

Friday   5:00pm - 7:00pm Happy Two Hours and Free raffles 
Saturday - 8.00pm Monster raffles and members’ badge draw 

Sunday: 5:00pm to 7:00pm meat voucher raffle and members’ badge 

draw. 
 

The Sporties    Chinese/Australian Restaurant 6548 3228 
Dine in or Take Away. Banquets and Function catering available.  

Lunch Specials 
 

Lunch: Wednesday to Sunday.  Dinner: Tuesday to Sunday 

Club:  6548 2028 

Golf, Bowls, Squash, Putt Putt, Darts and Pool         ATM and Club Keno  

  

DISCLAIMER 
 

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Publisher, Merriwa Central School. No 
responsibility is accepted by the Publisher or its Committee for the accuracy of information contained in articles. 
The advertising of and use of product names does not constitute recommendations or endorsement by the 
Publisher or its Committee. Advertisers indemnify the Publisher and its Committee against all liability claims or 
proceedings whatsoever arising from the publication.  

Voice, Interest & Education of Women 

Meet 4th Thursday  

of each month 

Visitors always welcome 

Enquiries to: 
Pres: Jenny Johnson 6548 2509 
Sec:  Elaine Sparrow 6548 8560 
Supporting The Smith Family 

A valued part of the 
Smith Family 

 
Meets each Tuesday  

at the  
Merriwa Sports Club  
7.00pm for 7.30pm  

  
4 X 4M MARQUEE FOR H4 X 4M MARQUEE FOR HIRE IRE   

6548 20256548 2025  

DECEMBER  

Friday 18 • Merriwa Youth Centre Pool Party 6.00 - 9.00pm 

Sunday 20 • ‘Carols in the Park’ Apex Park 7.00pm 

Thursday 24 • Christmas Eve 

Friday 25 • Christmas Day 

Thursday 31 • Merriwa Sports Club New Years Eve “Open Mic with 
Dahlia”  

JANUARY 2010  

Friday 1 • New Years Day 

Tuesday 26 • Australia Day 

New South Wales Fire 
Brigade 

 
 
 
 

Station 393 Merriwa 
 

Smoke Alarms Save Lives 

Business 
6548 2005 

Emergency 
000 

“United We Stand” 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“THE VOICE OF 

MERRIWA” 
Meet every 4th Wednesday 

 

More on 6548 2948 or 6376 1165 


